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P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 

t  '  4  '  '  *  *  -  *  '  *  S 

THE  fubjbdts  of  our  Britifh  and  Foreign  Hiftory 
are  daily  becoming  more  interefting.  The 
prefent  commotions  in  France  and  other  parts  of  the 
continent  feem  to  promife,  if  not  unexpectedly  coun¬ 
teracted,  to  afford  an  sera  in  hiftory  at  lead:  as  confider- 
able  as  that  of  the  Reformation,  They  have  ac¬ 
cordingly  engaged  our  ut  mo  ft  attention*  We  have 
not  palled  them  flightly  over,  as  we  might  have 
done,  but  have  endeavoured,  with  all  the  accuracy 
in  our  power,  to  trace  in  the  preceding  events  the 
caufes  of  the  prefent  fituation  of  our  Gallic  neigh¬ 
bours.  Our  hiftory  has  therefore  proceeded  with  « 
a  flower,  but  we  hope  with  not  a  lefs  fatisfaCtory  ftep. 
Our  next  Volume,  which  fhall  fpeedily  follow,  will 
prefent  the  continuation  of  French  affairs,  the  trans¬ 
actions  of  Germany  and  Holland,  and  the  firft  divi- 
fion  of  the  prefent  Turkifh  war* 

The  Hiftory  of  Knowledge  and  Tafte  has  not,  in 
the  prefent  year,  afforded  a  very  fplendid  feries  of 
materials ;  but  regularity  and  meafure  afe  the  ohjeCts 

A  z  of 


of  our  undertaking ;  and  he,  that  would  fludy  a 
painting  from  nature,  muft  be  contented  to  accom¬ 
pany  the  light  with  the  ihade. 

The  publications  of  the  year  1788  have  feme  of 
them  been  Angularly  important  and  honourable  to 
our  country.  The  merit  of  our  compatriots  has 
kindled  our  zeal  for  their  fame,  and  it  is  hoped,  that, 
both  in  our  Hiftory  of  Literature,  and  ftill  more  in 
the  extracts  we  have  given,  the  amufement  and  in¬ 
formation  of  the  reader  will  be  proportionable* 
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G  R  E  A  T  B  ft  I  T  A  I  N, 


t)ufing  the  Reigns  of  King  Edward  the  Sixth  and  Queen 
From  the  Year  154 A  to  the  Year  1558* 


IN  the  two  laid  volumes  of  the  New  Annual  Regifter^ 
the  Literary  Hiilory  of  each  period'  has  been  confined' 
within  the  bounds  of  a  fingle  reign.  But  the  government 
of  the  two  immediate  fucceffors  of  Henry  the  Eighth 
Comprehended  fo  final!  a  number  of  years,  that  we  fhali 
unite  them  into  one  Article,  Even  thus  united,  the  mate¬ 
rials  will  not  be  very  copious :  and  if,-  on  this  account,  we, 
fhould  be  fomewhat  fhortcr  in  our  narrative  than  we  have 
hitherto  been,  or  if  the  narrative  itfelf  fhould  be  lefs  in- 
ierefling  or  entertaining,  ample  compenfation  will  be  made 
when  we  come  to  the  reigns  of  fublequent  princes. 

Though  the  grand  work  of  the  reformation  from  popery 
was  begun  by  Henry  the  Eighth,  we  have  already  feen  that 
it  was  far  from  being  completed.  The  fupremacy  of  the 
Roman  pontiff  was  indeed  abolifhed,  and  alterations  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  Proteftant  religion  were  Occasionally  intro¬ 
duced.  But  thefe  alterations  were  very  precarious  and  va¬ 
riable,  depending  upon  the  caprice  of  the  king,  who  re¬ 
tained  to  the  lad  his  predileftian  for  the  dodkiaes  of  the 
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church  of  Rome,  and  never  gave  up  its  mod  abfutfd  te¬ 
nets,  efpecially  that  of  tranfubftantiation. 

The  reign  of  his  fmcceffor  opened  with  every  circum- 
dance  that  could  be  aufpicious  to  the  prog  refs  of  the  re¬ 
formation.  His  education  was  conducted  by  men  who 
were  zealoufly  attached  to  that  caufe.  All  his  early 
impreflions  were  in  its  favour;  and  thefe  were  drengthened, 
in  a  particular  manner,  by  his  uncle,  Edward  Seymour* 
duke  of  Somerfet,  who  became  lord  protedtor,  and  had* 
for  fome  time,  aimed  the  foie  direction  of  the  young  prince 
and  his  government.  This  nobleman  was  p  ode  fled  ©f 
various  qualifications  for  carrying  on  and  completing  the 
changes  in  religion.  He  was  enlightened  in  his.  under- 
Handing  above  mod  of  the  great  men  of  his  day  ;  and 
the  popularity  of  his  charadter  rendered  it  the  more  eafy 
to  him  to  fucceed  in  the  execution  of  his  intentions. 

One  of  the  fird  things  that  paved  the  way  for  a  far¬ 
ther  advancement  in  reformation,  was  the  connivance  of 
the  council  at  the  voluntary  removal,  in  fome  places,  of 
images  from  the  churches,  and  at  the  freedom  with  which 
the  propriety  of  faying  mafies  for  departed  fouls  began  to 
be  examined.  This,  however,  was  only  preparatory  to 
the  defign  that  was  foon  formed  by  government  of  proceed¬ 
ing  to  more  decifive  meafures.  Accordingly,  fome  fteps  of 
great  confequence  were  now  taken.  To  fupply  the  defedts 
of  the  incumbents  of  the  parishes,  who  for  the  mod  part 
were  extremely  ignorant,  twelve  homilies  were  drawn  up 
for  the  indrudtion  of  the  people,  andfuch  books  were  pro¬ 
vided  as  might  lead  them  into  the  better  underflanding  of 
the  Scriptures.  It  was  refolved,  in  particular,  that  every 
parifh  church  in  England,  together  with  the  Bible,  fhould  be 
furnifhed  with  Erafnlus’s  Paraphrafe  of  the  New  Ted  ament, 
which  was  trandated  into  Englifh  for  the  purpofe.  Befides 
this,  it  was  appointed,  that  the  mod  eminent  preachers  that 
could  be  found  fhould  be  fent  over  the  kingdom,  to  in« 
drudf  the  nation  in  the  principles  of  religion. 

What  enabled  the  duke  of  Somerfet  to  proceed  with 
greater  facility  in  the  profecution  of  his  defigns  for  the  en¬ 
tire  emancipation  of  the  people  of  England  from  popery/ 
was  the  glory  he  had  acquired  in  Scotland,  where,  neat 
Mu  del  burg,  he  had  obtained  a  fignal  victory  over  the  army 
‘  %  ©f 
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ttf  that  country*  On  the  meeting  of  the  Parliament^  a 
few  weeks  after  this  events  the  caufe  of  the  reformatiod 
was  vigoroufly  purfued  :  and  the  fir  ft  adi  which  was  paiTed 
was  highly  to  the  honour  of  the  iegifiators.  By  this  ad£ 
the  fevere  penalties  of  feme  former  laws  were  repealed^  both 
with  refpedf  to  civil  and  religious  matters,  and  a  larger 
fcope  was  allotted  to  the  human  mind,  in  it’s  enquiries  af¬ 
ter  truth.  The  next  bill  related  to  the  communion*  which 
was  appointed  to  be  adminiftefed  lit  both  kinds,  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  two  abufes  that  had  crept  into  the  church  ;  the  de¬ 
nial  of  the  cup  to  the  laity,  and  the  prieft’s  communicate 
ing  alone*  All  private  mafifes  were,  likewife*  aboliftied  ; 
and  other  meafures  were  adopted  or  propofed,  tending  td 
corredt  the  fuperftitious  worlhip  and  practices  of  the  age. 

Such  were  the  tranfadlions  of  the  firft  year  after  the  a c« 
cefiion  of  king  Edward  the  Sixth,  Early  in  the  fucceed- 
ing  year,  there  was  a  general  removal  of  images ;  and  z 
committee  of  bifhops  and  divines  was  appointed,  td  exa¬ 
mine  the  offices  of  the  church.  This  appointment  was  pro¬ 
ductive  of  a  new  communion  fetvice,  and  took  away  the  fu- 
perdition  of  auricular  confeffion.  A  catechifm  was  next 
framed,  by  Cranmer  alone,  for  the  full  inftrudtion  of  young 
perfons  in  the  grounds  of  the  Ghriftian  religion.  The  way 
being  thus  prepared  for  farther  alterations,  the  committee 
before  mentioned,  applied  thernfelves  to  a  general  reform¬ 
ation  of  all  the  church  offices ;  and  it  was  refolved  that  a 
new  liturgy  fliould  be  compofed  for  the  ufe  of  the  publics 
It  was  not  without  oppofition  that  fo  important  a  change  id 
the  religious  worfhip  of  the  nation  was  effedted :  but  nor¬ 
thing  could  withftand  the  growing  fpirit  of  enquiry,, 
fupported  by  the  zeal  with  which  the  duke  of  Sorrier- 
fet,  Cranmer,  and  other  leading  men,  were  animated 
on  this  great  occafion. 

When  the  Parliament  met  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year* 
the  firft  bill  that  was  palled,  was  an  adt  to  permit  the  mar^ 
riage  of  the  clergy.  This  was  followed  by  a  legal  confirm¬ 
ation  of  the  liturgy  that  had  lately  been  compofed,  and 
by  providing  for  the  exercife  of  pfalm  finging  in  the  devo¬ 
tion  of  the  Church.  So  generally  was  the  new  fervice  re5 
ceived,  that  no  complaints  againft  it  were  returned  from 
any  corner  of  the  kingdom.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but 
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that  large  numbers  of  people  mud  have  been  fecretly  avei-fe 
to  it  :  neverthelefs,  fuch  was  the  flexibility  of  the  mind's 
of  men  at  that  time,  that  they  fubmitted,  without  appa¬ 
rent  hefitation,  to  what  was  enjoined  by  public  authority. 
The  Lady  Mary  was  the  only  perfon  who  continued  to  have 
inafs  laid  at  her  houfe  ;  and  to  this  practice  The  fleadily  ad¬ 
hered,  notwithstanding  the  remonftrance,  and  even  the  or¬ 
ders*  of  the  council  to  the  contrary. 

Hitherto  the  reformation  had  been  principally  confined 
to  matters  of  difcipline  and  worfhip  :  but  in  1 549  dobhdnes 
came  to  be  examined*  and,,  particularly  the  grand  queflion, 
concerning  the  manner  of  ChrifPs  prefence  in  the  Sacrament, 
PublicfdifpUtations  Were  held  upon  the  fubj.edt,  both  at 
Oxford  and  Cambridge,,  and  the  contention  was  carried  on 
With  fufficient  zeal  and  acrimony.  The  refult  of  the  enqui- 
ry,  though  not  in  the  prefent  year,  was  the  cxclufionof  tran- 
lubftantlation  from  the  belief  of  the  Engl ilh  church. 

Whilil  the  various  opinions,  that  had  long  been  general¬ 
ly  prevalent,  were  thus  ardently  called  in  queflion,  the  true- 
•nature  and  fpirit  of  religious  liberty  were  little  underftood. 

People  were  to  go  as  far  as  the  heads  of  the  Church  and 
State  dictated,  but  no  farther.  At  this  time  fever al  of  t ho¬ 
pe  rib  ns  who  went  under  the  name  of  Anabaptifts  had 
found  their  way  into  England,  and  had  made  converts. 
Some  of  them  not  only  rejected  the  practice  of  infant  bap™ 
tifm,  but  denied  the  dobbin e  of  the  Trinity.  One  of  them, 
Joan  Bocher,  commonly  called  Joan  of  Kent,  could  not 
be  prevailed  upon,  by  any  felicitations1  or  threatenings,  to 
renounce  her  opinions;  and  the  eonfequen.ee  of  this  was, 
that  fhe  was  publicly  burnt.  The  fame  fate,  upon  the 
fame  account,  attended  George  Van  Fare,  a  Dutchman 
two  years  after.  The  young  king  was.  the  only  perfon  who 
difplayed  right  ientiments  with  regard  to  the  treatment  of 
reputed  heretics.  When  he  was  moved  to  fign  the  war¬ 
rant  for  the  execution  of  Joan  Bocher,  he  could  not  for  a 
long  time  be  prevailed  upon  to  do  it.  'To  burn  any  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  conlclences,  he  laid,  was  too  much  like  the 
conduct  that  had  been  condemned  in  the  Pap  ids.  Cran- 
•xncr  was  employed  in  the  wretched/  talk  of  overcoming  his 
maj  city's  1c tuples  on  this  occaiion;  and,  at  length,  he 
id  far  iuceeeded,  as  to  prevail  upon  the  king  to-  fign  the 
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Warrant,  But  when  he  did  fet  his  hand  to  it,  it  was  with 
rears  in  his  eyes  .;  and  he  told  the  archbilhop,  that,  fince 
he  a'dted  in  fubmiftion  to  his  authority,  he  ihould  aniwer 
for  it  to  God.  With  this  •reraonilrance  Cranmer  was  deep¬ 
ly  affeded  ;  and  he  would  gladly  have  prevented  the  wo¬ 
man's  execution,  had  not  her  pertinacious  adherence  to  her 
fentiments  been  deemed  fuch  a  criminal  obflinacy  as  pre¬ 
cluded  the  exercife  of  mercy. 

It  was  expeded  that  the  fall  of  the  duke  of  Somerfet 
would  have  retarded  the  progrefs  of  the  reformation,  and 
the  votaries  of  the  See  of  ’Rome  rejoiced  in  that  expedi¬ 
tion  ;  but  their  hopes  were  di (appointed,  Edward  the  Sixth 
was  fo  firmly  grounded  in  the  principles  of  the  Proteftant 
religion,  that  nothing  could  abate  his  zeal  for  them  ;  and 
there  was  no  .other  way  of  fe  curing  his  favour  than  by  con¬ 
curring  in  fuch  farther  me  a  fu  res  as  were  neceffary  to  com- 
plete  the  abolition  of  Popery.  The  earl  of  Warwick, 
therefore,  afterwards  duke  of  Northumberland,  who, 
perhaps,  fecretly  wifhed  well  to  the  Romilh  church,  but 
who,  in  fad,  was  governed  by  no  other  views  than  thofeof 
in  te  re  ft  and  ambition,  determined  fully  to  comply  with  the 
king’s  inclinations.  Accordingly,  he  entered  into  the 
fchetne  of  religious  alterations,  with  an  ardour  fcerningly 
fuperior  to  that  which  had  been  exercifed  by  the  duke  of 
Somerfet.  A  new  office  for  ordinations  was  appointed  ;  the 
common  prayer  book  was  reviewed,  and  rendered  more 


perfect  ;  and  the  articles  of  religion  were  prepared?  In 
this  laft  rcfpedt,  our  reformers  went  far  beyond  tKe  line 
which  wifdom  and  rcafon  could  warrant.  It  would  have 
been  more  confident  ’with  the  true  foundations  of  Protef¬ 
tant  iim  to  have  made  rhe  (acted  writings  the  only  objed  of 
fubfcription  ;  and  it  was  arrogant  and  cruel,  in  the  dawn  of 
light  and  knowledge,  to  control  the  underfftmding,  and  to 


h-arrafs  the  confcience  of  future  ages.  In  1552,  the  new 
fervice  of  the  church  received  the  fandion  of  parliament ; 
and  thus  was  the  reformation  fixed  nearly  on  the  fame  plan 
pn  which  it  now  fubfifts,  fo  far  as  its  legal  eftabliftnnent  in 
this  country  is  concerned,  .We  fay,  fo  far  as  its  legal  efta- 
blifhment  in  this  country  is  concerned  :  for  it  is  impoffible, 
and,  if  it  werepoflible,  Itwould  be  unreafonable,  to  re  ft  rain 
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the  opinions  of  men  within  the  narrow  boundaries  which 
were  prefcrihed  by  our  anceftors  above  two  centuries  ago. 

/The  important,  and,  upon  the  whole,  the  highly  valua¬ 
ble  alterations  in  religion  which  had  been  introduced  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  the  Sixth,  foon  met  with  a  melancholy  inT 
terruption,  and  a  temporary  overthrow.  By  the  prema¬ 
ture  death  of  that  excellent  young  prince,  the  crown  de¬ 
volved  to  the  Eady  Mary,  a ,  mpft  bigotted  devotee  to  the 
See  of  Rome.  She  had,  as  far  as  in  her  lay,  flrongly  op- 
ppfed,  in  her  brpther?s  life-time,  every  deviation  from  Po¬ 
pery  ;  and  fhe  brought  with  her  to  the  throne  not  only  her 
inveterate  fentiments  and  prejudices  in  favour  of  that  fyf- 
tem  of  dodtrine  and  wprfhip,  but  a  mind  lharpened  with  a 
fenfe  of  her  mother’s  fufferings,  and  aggravated  by  the 
fourhefs  and  fuperftition  of  her  own  temper.  From  fuch 
a  charadfer  the  word  effedts  were  tp  be  apprehended,  and 
by  fuch  a  charadter  the  wqrft  effedts  were  realized.  To  re¬ 
duce  idle  nation  to  the  obedience  of  the  Roman  Pontiff  was 
her  grand  objedt,  and  it  refledts  no  fmall  difgrace  on  the  an¬ 
nals  of  our  country,  that  fhe  could  find  parliaments  who 
were  readily  fublervient  to  her  views.  The  members  of  the 
legiflature  only  hefitated  where  their  immediate  intereff, 
as  in  the  cafe  of  the  reftitution  of  church-lands,  was  con¬ 
cerned.  At  firft  the  queen  declared,  that  fhe  would  put  nq 
force  upqn  the  confciences  of  men  :  but  this  was  a  declara¬ 
tion  which  was  fpeedily  forgotten.  Soon  after  the  meeting 
of  Parliament,  all  the  adts  that  had  palled  in  Edward  the 
Sixth's  reign  for  the  eftablilhment  of  the  reformed  religion, 
were  folemnly  repealed  ;  and  it  was  provided,  by  a  particu¬ 
lar  fiatute,  that  no  prieft  Ihouid  be  molelled  or  difquieted 
for  difeharging  the  offices  of  the  church,  as  they  Hood  in 
the  laft  year  of  king  Henry  the  Eighth.  Her  majelty’s  next 
concern  was  to  treat  about  a  reconciliation  with  the  bilhop 
of  Rome  ;  and  this  was  followed  by  a  total  rejedtion  of  the 
|ate  fervice,  and  the  fetting  up  of  the  mafs  in  every  part  of 
the  kingdom.  An  awful  prognoftic  of  the  fpirit  of  the 
times  was  the  introdudfion  of  a  bill  for  the  revival  of  the 
laws  againft  hcrefy?  though  for  the  prefent  it  was  laid  afide. 
Upon  the  reverfal  pf  cardinal  Pole’s  attainder,  and  hi$  re-; 
turn  rq  England  with  a  legatine  power  from  the  Roman 
pontiff,  the  lords  and  commons  prefented  an  humble  peti¬ 
tion 
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tion  to  the  legate.,  declaring  their  forrow  for  all  the  paft  pro¬ 
ceedings  againft  the  pope,  and  earneftiy  praying  for  abfo- 
lutaon.  Accordingly,  abiblution  was  with  great  folemnity 
pronounced  by  the  cardinal,  in  the  prefence  of  Philip  and 
Mary,  and  of  the  whole  court;  and,  apparently,  with  the 
higheft  fatisfadion  and  joy  to  the  public*  Alter  fuch  a  ftep, 
a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  certain  ads,  made  againft  the  fupre- 
rnacy  ©1  the  See  of  Rome  followed  of  courle.  Nay,  fo  ar¬ 
dent  was  the  zeal  in  the  cauie  of  popery,  that  the  laws 
againft  herefy  were  now  revived  with  fuccefs ;  and  the  revi¬ 
val  of  them,  which  originated  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
was  agreed  to  by  the  lords  without  a  lingle  contradiding 
vote.  Such  was  the  attachment  of  the  queen  to  the  Romifh 
claims,  that  fhe  refolved  to  reftore  all  the  church- lands  that 
were  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  crown  ;  and  the  tendernefs  of 
her  conference  would  not  permit  her  to  take  the  tenths  and 
nrft-fruits  of  the  fpiritual  benefices  of  the  clergy.  In  the 
ardour  of  her  folicitude  for  the  converlion  of  fouls,  fhe  even 
formed  a  deiign  of  fetting  up  the  inquifition  in  England. 
The  only  one  of  her  ading  Prelates,  who,  amid  11  all  thefe 
proceedings,  difplayed  any  kind  of  moderation,  was  cardi? 
nal  Foie.  He  was  favourable  to  the  reform  of  the  church, 
fo  far  as  related  to  manners  and  difcipline ;  and  it  is  remark¬ 
able,  that  he  would  not  hearken  to  a  proportion  that  was 
made  to  him,  of  bringing  the  Jefuits  into  this  country. 

Though  the  inquifition  did  not  obtain  an  eftablifliatpnt  ip 
the  kingdom,  all  the  feverities  were  exercifed  againft  the 
Proteftants  that  could  have  been  pradifed  hy  that  horrid 
tribunal.  N qt  to  mention  qther  cruelties,  it  is  computed^ 
that,  in  the  fpace  of  three  years,  two  hundred  and  feven- 
ty-ieven  per fons  were  burnt  at  the  ftake,  for  their  adherence 
po  their  religious  principles.  This  is  a  moft  dreadful  fea¬ 
ture  in  the  charader  of  the  age  We  need  not  fay  how  low 
jriuft  have  been  the  ftate  of  true  knowledge,  how  little  the 
Chriftian  fpijrit  was  underftood,  mid  how  far  the  nation  was 
removed  from  any  liberality  of  fehtiment,  when  fuch  bar¬ 
barities  could  tal-te  place  ip  England,  on  account  of  differ¬ 
ences  in  religipus  opinion.  Happily,  no  era  fq  dreadful  has 
ever  fucceeded  :  and  yet  it  was  a  long  time  before  perfect!- 
tion  ceafed  to  ered  her  ftandard  amongtt  us.  Too  many  in- 
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fiances  of  her  prevalence  will  continue  to  occur  in  the  annals 
pf  Britain. 

it  was  pot  to  Engiapd  alone  that  the  grand  difp.utes  con¬ 
cerning  the  reformation  were  confined.  They  were  carried 
on  with  the  utmoft  vehemence  in  Scotland.  There  were 
oreat  agitations  in  that  country,  at  the  period  we  are  treat® 
ing  of,  and  a  violent  fpirit  was  exerted  on  both  fid.es*  The 
abettors  of  the  church  of  Rome  did  not  fail  to  call  in  per- 
fee ut ion  to  their  aid;  but  this,  perhaps,  gave  additional 
ifrength  to  the  caufe  they  wifhed  to  deftrey.  The  reform- ' 
ers  increafed,  and  the  conteft  ended,  as  we  fhall  hereafter 
fee,  in  the  complete  pver-thrpw  of  whatever  had  the  leaf! 
appearance  of  popery.  When  we  fay  this,,  wg  mull  except 
a  perfecuting  difpolition  ;  which  long  adhered  to  thqfe  whq 
aflumed  the  name  of  protellants,  and  who  did  not  learn,  by 
their  own  bufferings,  the  w-ifdom  and  juft  ice  of  toleration. 

Whilff  fuch  important qiieffions  in  theology  engaged  the 
attention  of  men,  the  divines  who  diftinguilhed  themfelves 
by  their  writings  muff  of  courfe  be  numerous  ;  and  the  pe¬ 
culiar  objects  pf  their  fitqdy  would  be  the  points  which  at 
that  time  were  fo  ftrongly  and  warmly  agitated.  On  each 
fide,  too  much  ft  refs  was  laid  on  the  opinions  of  the  fathers; 
and  the  pqpifli  debtors  relied  greatly  on  the  aid  pf  the  fchool- 
rnen.  The  favourers  pf  the  reformation,  though  retaining  a 
high  reverence  for  antiquity,  round  it  their  true  intereft  to 
make  their  iafit  appeal  to  the  [acred  writings.  Indeed,  the 
authority  of  Scripture  is  the  grand  principle  on  which  Pro- 
teftaritifrp  is  founded  ;  and  it  is  to  be  wi filed  t  hat  this  prin¬ 
ciple  had  been  more  uniformly  and  fteadjly  maintained. 

It  would  carry  us  too  far,  were  wp  to  mention  all  the  di¬ 
vines  that  made  feme  figure  at  this  pei  iod.  We  final!,  there¬ 
fore,  confine  ourfelves  to  a  few  names,  beginning  with 
thofe  of  the  popifh  perfuafion. 

Jfidmund  Bonner,  bifhp.p  of  London,  is  known  more  as 
%  perfecutor  than  as  a  fcholar,  though  he  was  by  no  means 
deftitute  of  abilities,  or  a  ftranger  to  the  learning  of  the 
fillies.  His  character  and  condubl  were,  however,  fo  odi¬ 
ous  and  fo  cruel,  that  his  memory  only  deferyes  to  be  con- 
figned  to  indignation  and  abhorrence. 

Stephen  Gardiner,  bifhop  pf  Wjnchefter,  though  poff 
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fdling  a  certain  degree  of  reputation  in  literature,  wa§ 
chiefly  diftinguifhed  as  a  ftatefman.  Subtle,  variable,  and 
pccafionally  bending  with  the  times,  he  flili  was  wholly 
averfe  to  the  progrefs  of  the  reformation;  and  when  queen 
Mary  railed  him  to  the  high-eft  offices  of  the  date,  his 
whole  power  was  exerted  for  the  deftru&ion  of  the  Protef- 
tant  religion.  Whilft,  in  king  Edward’s  reign,  he  was  a 
prifo.ner  in  the  Tower,  he  employed  his  pen  in  vindication  of 
the  popifh  dodtrine  of  the  facrament. 

Cuthbert  Tonftall,  bilhop  of  Durham,  appears  to  have 
been  fuperior  to  Gardiner  in  learning,  and  he  greatly  ex¬ 
ceeded  him  in  character.  Though  he  was  fmcerely  attach¬ 
ed  to  the  Romilli  fyftem,  that  attachment  was  accompanied 
with  moderation.  His  humanity  and  beneficence  were 
pniverially  acknowledged.  Such  eminent  perfonal  merit 
as  this  prelate  poiTeiled  adorned  the  high  fiat  ion  to  which 
he  was  railed,  and  preferved  the  luitre  of  his  reputation, 
when  he  was  deprived  of  his  external  honours. 

Ecckenham,  the  laft  abbot  of  Wef  minfter,  rnaydeferve 
to  be  noticed,  as  his  talents  tor  diiputation  were  efteemed 
to  be  fo  confiderable,  that  he  was  employed  to  convert  the 
lady  Jane  Gray  to  the  profeffion  of  popery.  It  is  no  de¬ 
traction  from  his. abilities  that  he  did  not  fucceed  ;  for  he 
had  the  united  difadvantages  of  a  bad  caufe  and  a  powerful 
antagonifi.  The  accompliffied  young  lady  was  too  hard  for 
the  divine.  Fepkenham,  though  he  was  zealous  for  his 
religion,  and  had  been  chaplain  to  Bonner,  did  not  poffefs 
the  cruel  difpofitions  of  that  odious  prelate,  but  is  repre- 
fented  as  having  been  a  charitable  and  benevolent  man. 

The  principal  glory  of  the  Popifh  party  in  this  period 
was  cardinal  Foie.  Illuftriqus  by  birth,  eminent  in  the 
fc  ho}  aft  ip  literature  qf  the  times,  and,  indeed,  related  to 
the  rqyal  family,  he  was  naturally  placed  by  queen  Mary  at 
the  head  of  the  Englifh  church.  His  zeal  for  the  Romifh 
fyftem  was  great ;  but  that  zeal  was,  in  a  very  confiderable 
degree,  tempered  with  moderation.  He  wifhed  to  fuftain 
the  Catholic  capfe,  as  far  as  poffible,  by  mild  and  gentle 
methods ;  and  he  was  generally  beloved  for  the  benignity  of 
his  character,  and  the  modefiy  and  humanity  of  his  de¬ 
portment.  If  he  does  not  Band  totally  exempt  from  the 
charge  of  pprfpcution,  that  is  to  be  afcribed  not  to  his  own 
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temper,  but  to  the  rigid  and  narrow  fpirit  of  the  times* 
Such  were  his  talents,  and  fuch  his  virtues,  that  if  his  life* 
and  that  of  the  queen,  had  been  continued  for  a  number  of 
years,  popery  might  have  been  eftablifhed  fo  firmly  in  the 
kingdom,  as  not  eafily  to  be  Hr  a  ken. 

On  the  Proteftant  fide,  there  was  a  ft  rang  phalanx  of  di¬ 
vines,  who  had  a  noble  caufe  to  fupport ;  the  caufe,  in  a 
great  meafurq,  of  Chriftian  liberty  :  and  the  fyftem  they  de¬ 
fended,  though  at  a  vaft  diftance  from  perfection,  was,  ii| 
many  important  refpeCts,  far  more  confonant  than- that  of 
the  Romifh  church  to  reafon  and  Scripture.  We  cannot 
avoid  taking  fome  notice  of  Hugh  Latimer,  bifhop  of 
Worcefter,  who,  though  not  equal  in  learning  to  fome  of 
bis  brethren,  was  diitinguilhed  by  the  integrity  and  fimpli? 
city  of  his  character,  and  by  a  certain  degree  of  good  fenfe, 
which  pervaded  his  conduCt.  He  was  celebrated  as  a 
preacher,  and  he  ufed  a  freedom  of  add  refs  even  to  the 
king  in  perfon,  that  now  raifes  a  fmilc,  but  which  at  the 
fame  time,  excites  our  approbation,  and  was  not  without 
its  utility,  in  an  age  of  little  refinement.  It  is  remarkable 
likewife,  that  his  fermons  are  not  upon  fpeculative,  but 
upon  moral  and  practical  fubjeCts.  Latimer  behaved  with 
lingular  wifdom  on  a  very  trying  occasion',  when  he  was 
called  upon  to  debate  his  religion,  previoufly  to  his  mar¬ 
tyrdom.  The  authority  of  the  fathers  being  urged,  fome 
of  whom  fpeak  of  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  iq 
a  language  uncommonly  figurative,  his  anfwer  was,  “  I 
€i  lay  no  Itrefs  upon  the  fathers,  except  when  they  lay  a 
u  ftrefs  on  Scripture.” 

Richard  Cox,  who  in  queen  Elizabeths  reign  became 
bifhop  of  Ely,  was  another  pillar  of  the  reformation  at 
this  period.  His  abilities  were  fuperior  to  thofe  of  LatL 
finer,  but  his  difpofition  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
equally  amiable.  Though  he  had  been  perfecuted  him- 
felf,  he  was  not,  when  he  arrived  at  power,  fufficiently 
fenfible  of  the  regard  which  is  due  to  the  rights  of  con- 
fcience  in  others.  However,  on  the  whole,  he  was  deemed 
to  be  a  wife,  as  well  as  a  learned  prelate. 

John  Hooper,  bifhop  of  Worcefter,  was  an  avowed 
enemy  to  the  church  of  Rome,  and  he  carried  his  zeal  fo 
far  as  to  object  even  to  the  veftments  which  had  been  in 
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pfe  among  the  ecclefiaflics  of  that  churcL  In  this  refpedfc 
he  may  be  thought  to  have  been  too  fcrupulous.  But 
however  that  may  have  been,  he  was  undoubtedly  not 
only  a  r  m  of  unfhaken  integrity,  which  he  difplayed  by 
dying  for  the  caufe  he  had  embraced,  but  poffeffed  a  con- 
fiderable  fhare  of  knowledge  with  regard  to  the  controver- 
lies  of  the  times. 

Of  higher  reputation  in  point  of  literature  was  Nicholas 
Ridley,  bifhop  of  London.  He  was,  indeed,  one  of  the 
mod:  eminent  lights  of  the  reformation,  and  contributed 
rnuch  to  the  promotion  of  it,  both  by  his  perfonal  ex¬ 
ertions  and  his  writings.  Hooper  and  Ridley  had  differed 
about  the  popifh  veftments  ;  but  when  they  became  bre¬ 
thren  in  diflrefs,  they  forgot  their  former  objefts  of  dif- 
pure,  and  united  in  fraternal  affeftion.  It  is  fcarcely  ne- 
ceffary  to  add,  that  Ridley,  as  well  as  Latimer,  Hooper, 
and  Cranmer,  was  burnt  for  his  adherence  to  the  Pro  reli¬ 
ant  religion. 

In  mentioning  the  name  of  Cranmer,  we  come  to  the 
mod:  illuiirious' pf  our  reformers,  and  the  moll  eminent 
archbifhop  that  ever  fat  in  the  fee  of  Canterbury.  The 
obligations  of  this  country  to  him,  with  refpeft  to  its 
reparation  from  the  fupremacy  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  are 
of  unfpeakable  importance.  It  was  chiefly  under  his  di- 
rediion  that  the  reformation  was  carried  fo  far  in  Edward 
the  Sixth’s  reign.  Cranmer  was  not  without  his  faults ; 
but  his  virtues  were  fo  tranfcendently  fuperior  to  his  fail¬ 
ings,  that  the  latter  ought  fo  be  forgotten,  excepting 
when  they  are  recolledied  in  order  to  inftrudt  us  in  the 
imperfediion  of  the  highefl  human  excellence.  His  lite¬ 
rary  char  after  rifes  greatly  above  that  of  far  the  larger 
part  of  his  contemporaries.  “  fn  whatever  point  of  light/* 
fays  his  latefl  biographer,  “  we  view  this  extraordinary 
“  man,  he  is  equally  the  objedt  of  our  admiration.  His 
€i  induftry  and  attention  were  aflonifhing.  When  we 
“  confider  him  as  a  fcholar,  his  learning  was  fo  profound, 
and  the  treatifes  which  he  wrote  were  fo  numerous,  that 
“  we  cannot  conceive  he  had  any  time  for  bulinefs.  And' 
yet  when  we  confider  the  various  feenes  of  aftive  life  in 
which  he  was  engaged— in  the  council  — in  the  convo- 
cation— in  the  parliament— in  his  diocefe— and  even  in 
1  “  his 


&£  his  own  hoiife,  where  he  had  a  conftant  refort  of  learned 
6i  men,  or  foitors^'we  are  furprized  how  he  procurec} 
«  time  for  ftudy.  He  never  indeed  would  have  gone 
through  his  daily  employment,  had  he  not  been  the 
sc  beft  oeconomift  of  his  time. — His  learning  was  chiefly 
f*'  confined  to  his  profeflion,  He  had  applied  himfelf  in 
.Cambridge  to  the  ftudy  of  the  Greek  and  Hebrew  lan- 
guages ;  which,  though  efteemed  at  that  time  as  a 
mark  of  herefy,  appeared  to  him  the  only  fources  of 
i£  attaining  a  critical  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures.  He 
had  fo  accurately  ftudied  canon  law,  that  he  was  ef- 
“  teemed  the  beft  canoniil  in  England  ;  and  his  read- 
6i  ing  in  theology  was  fo  extenfive,  and  his  collections 
from  the  fathers  fo  very  voluminous,  that  there  were 
few  points  in  which,  he  was  not  accurately  informed,  and 
ci  on  which  he  could  not  give  the  opinions  of  the  feyerai 
ages  of  the  church  from  the  times  of  the  apoftles. 
*c  His  parts  were  folid,  rather  than  filming  ;  and  his  me- 
<c  mory  fuch,  that  it  might  be  called  an  index  to  the 
*(  books  he  had  read,  and  the  collections  he  had  made. 
“  He  was  a  fenfible  writer ;  rather  nervous  than  elegant. 
His  writings  were  entirely  confined  to  the  great  contro* 
ix  verfy  which  then  fubfifted,  and  contain  the  whole  lum  of 
the  theological  leaniing  of  the  times.”*  Such  was  arch- 
bifhop  Cranmer’s  literary  character.  We  might  juftly  en¬ 
large  on  the  virtues  of  his  heart ;  but  tliat-  is  a  fubjedt  which 
more  properly  belongs  to  a  general  account  of  his  life. 
There  were  two  foreign  divines  who  refided  for  fome 
.  time  in  England  during  this  period,  and  who  contributed  tq 
the  progrefs  of  the  reformation.  Thefe  were  Peter  Mar¬ 
tyr  and  Martin  Bucer.  Peter  Martyr  was  appointed  pro- 
feftbr  of  divinity  at  Oxford,  and  promoted  to  a  canonry 
of  Chrift- church.  Bucer  was  fettled  at  Cambridge,  where 
he  read  lectures  in  theology,  and  at  which  place  he  died. 
It  was  the  influence  of  Cranmer  that  brought  them  into 
this  kingdom ;  and  both  of  them  were  men  of  eminent 
learning,  zeal,  and  ability.  Bucer,  in  particular,  ftands 
high  in  the  lift  of  the  original  reformers  from  popery, 
And  is  ranked  with  Melandhon  for  the  moderation  of  his. 
principles,  and  the  iweetneis  of  his  difpofttion. 

: '  We 
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We  have  dwelt  tile  longer  on  the  Hate  of  religious 
knowledge  during  the  reigns  we  are  treating  of,  becaufe 
it  is  the  capital  eircumHance  in  the  delineation  of  the 
times.  Such  w7as  the  fituation  of  things,  that  theology 
neceffarily  engaged  the  principal  attention  of  men.  In¬ 
deed,  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  reformation,  in  the 
different  countries  of  Europe,  muff  ever  be  regarded  as 
prefenting  one  of  the  moil  important  and  finking  objects 
that  hath  occurred  in  the  revolutions  of  the  human  mindy 
and  the  hiliory  of  the  world, 

.  ;  .  i 

With  refpect  to  the  progrefs  of  government,  we  have 
the  pleafure  of  recording,  that  the  minority  of  Edward 
the  Sixth  was  attended  with  an  eminent  advantage  to  the 
rights  of  the  nation.  The  council  of  nobles,  to  whom 
the  admimilration  v/as  committed,  found  it  neceffary  to 
retrench  all  the  late  extenfions  of  prerogative.  That 
©fieri five  Hatute  was  repealed,  by  .which  royal  proclama¬ 
tions  had,  in  any  cafe,  obtained  the  force  of  laws  ;  and 
Other  innovations  were  aboliilied  which  had  proceeded 
from  the  extraordinary  influence  of  Henry  the  Eighth. 
The  conHitution,  as  it  had  flood  previoufly  to  the  daring  at¬ 
tempts  of  that  haughty  monarch,  was  completely  redored. 

Some  attention  was.  at  this  time  paid  to  the  condition  of 
the  poor.  Three  bills  for  their  relief  were  brought  into 
parliament,  and  warmly  debated  ;  but  the  feafon  was  not 
yet  arrived  for  that  legal  proviiion  for  the  indigent,  which 
is  an  object  of  importance  in  the  hiftory  of  Englifh  law, 
and  has  been  the  occalion  of  much  (peculation,  difcuffion, 
and  controverfy. 

It  was  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Sixth  that  the  quef- 
tion  was  determined,  whether  the  eldeft  fons  of  peers 
might  fit  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  Sir  Francis  Ruffel 
having  become  heir-apparent  to  lord  Ruffe],  by  the  death 
of  his  elder  brother,  it  was  reldlvcd,  after  a  debate. 

That  he  fhould  Hill  abide  in  the  houfe  as  he  was  before.” 

The  true  conHitution  of  parliament,  and  that  inde¬ 
pendence  upon  the  crown  which  ought  to  be  maintained 
in  the  choice  of  reprefentatives,  were  Hill  fo  little  under- 
Hood,  that  a  letter  was  directed  from  the  king  to  the  Hie- 
riffs,  commanding,  that  fuch  members  fhould  be  elected 
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as  the  privy-council  fhould  recommend.  This  order  was 
followed  by  another  letter,  pointing  out  particular  per- 
fons  to  be  chofen  for  feveral  of  the  counties.  There'  is 
reafon  to  believe,  that  this  mode  of  proceeding  was  ex* 
erted  by  the  privy-council  through  the  greater  part  of 
the  kingdom.  Queen  Mary  affumed  the  fame  liberty, 
when  fhe  fucceeded  to  the  throne.  Her  orders  were,  that 
none  but  catholic  reprefentatives  fhould  be  returned.  In 
the  beginning  of  her  reign,  fome  advantage  was  gained  to 
the  caufe  of  perfonal  freedom,  by  an  adt  for  the  limitation 
of  treafon  and  felonies.  It  was  ordained  by  this  adt,  that 
nothing  fhould  be  judged  treafon,  but  what  was  was  with¬ 
in  the  ftatute  of  treafons  made  in  the  25th  of  king  Edward 
theTbird,  and  that  nothing  fhould  he  judged  felony  that  was 
not  fo  before  the  firft  year  of  Henry  the  Eighth  :  but  this 
apparent  lenity  was  clogged  with  a  fevere  provifo,  and  was 
very  little  correfpondent  to  Mary’s  fubfequent  tranfadtions* 

A  very  remarkable  circumflance  happened  in  the  fecond 
parliament  which  met  in  1554;  and  that  was,  the  voluntary 
feceflion  of  fome  members  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  who 
actually  left  the  houfe,  when  they  fawthe  majority  inclined 
to  facrifice  every  thing  to  the  miniftry.  Nothing  of  the 
kind  had  ever  occurred  before  in  our  hifiory.  The  members 
who  tbok  this  extraordinary  flep  were  thirty-feven  in  num¬ 
ber.  It  is  only  in  a  very  few  inftances  that  the  fame  exam¬ 
ple  has  been  followed  ;  and  we  do  not  recolledt  that,  in  any 
cafe,  it  has  been  attended  with  much  fuccefs. 

The  dilgraceful  reign  of  Mary  was  concluded  by  an  at¬ 
tempt  upon  the  liberty  of  the  prefs.  A  bill  was  introduced 
into  the  houfe  of  lords,  to  provide,  that  no  man  fhould 
print  any  book  or  ballad,  &c.  unlefs  he  were  authorized 
thereunto  by  the  king  and  queen’s  licence,  under  the  great 
feal  of  England.  By  her  majefty’s  death,  the  farther  pro- 
grefs  of  the  bill  was  happily  prevented*  It  is  apparent 
from  this  tranfadtion,  that  the  art  of  printing,  though  com¬ 
paratively  of  fuch  recent  origin,  had  already  displayed  its 
tendency  to  enlighten  the  minds  of  the  people  on  fubjedts 
of  public  concern,  and  that  hence  it  was  become  obnoxious 
to  government. 

There  were  not  many  perfons,  in  this  period,  who  Band 
highly  diftinguifhed  for  their  eon (li rational  and  legal  know- 
■  •  : ;  ledge. 
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ledge.  The  names,  however,  are  not  wanting  of  fever al 
men  who  wrote  upon  the  law  of  their  country.  Two  of 
thefe  were  William  Raftal,  and  fir  William  Staunford, 
judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas.  Chriftopher  Seint- 
german,  an  eminent  barrifler,  and  the  author  of  a  book  of 
confiderable  note,  which  is  commonly  known  by  the  title  of 

Dodfcor  and  Student/'  ought  to  have  been  mentioned  un¬ 
der  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth. 

The  knowledge  of  philofophy,  both  moral  and  natural, 
was  dill  at  the  lowed:  ebb.  In  mathematical  fcience  two 
names  may  be  mentioned ;  Robert  Recorde,  and  Leonard 
Digges.  Each  of  them  attained  to  fome  degree  of  cele¬ 
brity  in  his  day  ;  the  firft,  by  writing  on  arithmetic  and  ge¬ 
ometry  ;  and  the  other,  by  treating  on  menfuration.  Dig¬ 
ges  publiihed,  likewife,  “  Choice  Rules  to  judge  the  Wea¬ 
ther  by  the  Sun,  Moon,  and  Stars  /'  a  work  that  had,  pro¬ 
bably,  more  of  fancy  than  of  real  wifdom ;  but  which, 
neverthelefs  was  fo  well  adapted  to  the  fpirit  of  the  times, 
that  it  prefentiy  paired  through  feveral  editions. 

Some  of  the  medical  writers  fpoken  of  in  the  lafc  article 
continued  to  flounlh  in  the  prefent  period ;  and  other  names 
may  now  be  added  to  the  catalogue.  Thomas  Vieary  de~ 
ferves  to  be  remembered,  as  the  author  of  the  firft  anato¬ 
mical  piece  written  in  theEnglilh  language.  Robert  Recorde 
was  a  phyfician,  as  well  as  a  mathematician,  and  publiihed 
a  treatife  in  the  former  capacity.  Albayn  Hill  was  a  com¬ 
mentator  on  Galen  ;  and  William  Turner  paid  a  particu¬ 
lar  attention  to  the  ftudy  of  natural  hiftory  ;  nor  did  he 
Hand  lingle  in  that  purfuit.  Thomas  Phayer  fullained  the 
three-fold  character  of  poet,  lawyer,  and  phyfician ;  but 
his  medical  writings  are  little  more  than  compilations.  Wc 
need  not  fay,  that,  in  the  prefent  improved  fixate  of  fcience, 
the  works  of  thefe  perfons  are  altogether  contemptible  and 
ihfignificant,  and  that  they  are  fcarcely  of  confequence 
enough  to  excite  even  a  temporary  curiofity. 

In  ciafikal  and  polite  literature,  we  have  three  names  to 
produce,  of  molt  diltinguiihed  eminence ;  fir  John  Cheke, 
fir  Thomas  Smith,  and  Roger  Afcham ;  on  each  of  whofs 
abilities  and  character,-  did  it  comport  with  our 


t>lan|  we  might  greatly  enlarge.  Among  other  obliga¬ 
tions  to  fir  John  Cheke,  the  learned  world  is  highly  indebt¬ 
ed  to  him,  for  bringing  the  Greek  language  into  repute, 
and  for  his  endeavours  to  reform  and  reftore  the  true  and 
Original  pronunciation  of  that  language.  In  this  mattery 
he  was  violently  oppoied  by  Stephen  Gardiner,  bifhop  of 
Wmehefter,  and  chancellor  of  the  univeriity  of  Cambridge; 
The  bigotted  prelate  Blued  an  edict  by  which  all  perions 
tvere  prohibited,  under  fevere  penalties,  from  pronouncing 
Greek  after  the  ne,w  -fafhion.  Sir  John  unanfwerably  vin- 
dicated  the  mode  of  pronunciation  which  he  had  adopted* 
and  the  truth  at  length  prevailed.  His  favourite  authors 
wereDemofthenes,  Xenophon,  Plato,  Ariftotle,  liberates! 
and  Cicero.  Thefe,  together  with  the  Bible,  and  a  few 
more  books,  were  fufheient,  in  his  judgment,  to  render 
a  man  fubftantialiy  learned,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
make  him  wife  and  good,  which  he  efteemed  to  be  the 
true  end  of  learning.  Sir  John  Cheke  can  never  be  men- 
tioned  with  too  much  refpeft,  as  one  of  the  firft  intro¬ 
ducers  of  genuine  literature  into  this  country;  and  the 
age  he  lived  in  was  otherwife  obliged  to  him  for  Kis  writ¬ 
ings  in  favour  of  religion  and  religious  reformation.  In 
a  plan  of  innovation  which  he  had  formed  with  regard  to 
the  orthography  of  the  Eilgiifh  language,  he  was  neither  fa 
happy  nor  fo  fuccefsful  as  he  had  been  in  refloringthe  pro¬ 
nunciation  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  tongues*  The  fcheme 
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was  not  eafily  practicable,  and,  if  it  had  been  more  pram 
ticable,  would  not  have  been  defirable. 

Sir  Thomas  Smith  was  a  zealous  co-adjutor  of  fir  John 
Cheke  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  Greek  pronunciation.  They  ad- 
j ufted  the  plan  in  conjugation,  and  ftr  Thomas  was  the 
firft  who  began  to  carry  it  into  execution.  He  wrote,  like- 
wife,  with  great  learning  and  ability,  in  vindication  of  that 
reform.  His  attention  was  alfo  directed  to  his  native  lan¬ 
guage,  which  he  was  felicitous  to  refine  and  to  polifh.  A 
treatife  was  publifhed  by  him,  the  objedt  of  which  was 
to  promote  the  correct  writing  of  the  Englilh  tongue,  and 
the  true  foundings  of.  the  letters  and  words.  If  he  carried 
the  matter  to  fome  degree  of  excels,  and  propofed  altera¬ 
tions,  that  would  not  be  productive  of  much  advantage*  he 
has  only  erred  in  common  with  other  ingenious  and  learned 
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men.  Sir  Thomas  Smith’s  famous  work,  on  the  common¬ 
wealth  of  England,  belongs  to  the  reign  ot  queen  Elizabeth, 

In  the  praife  of  Roger  Afcharrq  as  a  polite  arid  claffical 
fcholar,  it  is  not  eafy  to  exceed.  His  Latin  letters  are  ad¬ 
mirable  patterns  of  ftyle  in  that  fpeciesof  writing;  and  he 
was  an  excellent  compofer  in  his  own  ton  true.  Sir  Thomas 
More  excepted,  he  was  perhaps  the  nrd  of  our  fcholars 
who  ventured  to  break  the  fhackles  of  Latinity, 
by  publifhing  his  Toxophilus  in  Englidiv  This  he  did 
with  a  view  of  giving  a  pure  and  correct  model  of  Englidi 
eompoiition,  or  rather  of  ihewing  how  a  fubjed:  might  be 
treated  with  grace  and  propriety  in  Englifh  as  well  as  in  La¬ 
tin,  His  Vindication  of  his  conduct,  in  attempting  fo 
great  an  innovation,  difplays  the  found nefs  and  ftrength  of 
his  underftanding.  Dr.  Johnfon  obferves  of  Roger  Afcham, 
that  his  philological  learning  would  have  gained  him  ho¬ 
nour  in  any  country;  and  that  among  us  it  may  juftly  call 
for  that  reverence  which  all  nations  owe  to  thole  who  iirft 
rouze  them  from  ignorance,  and  kindle  among  them  the 
light  of  literature.  It  was  an  indruftive  and  eft  tenable  trait 
in  his  literary  character,  that  he  loft  no  time  in  the  perufal 
of  mean  and  unprofitable  books; 


In  the  fhort  period  to  which  we  are  confined,  we  do  not 
meet  with  a  fingle  Hiftorian.  or  Antiquary  who  is  worthy  of 
particular  notice  ;  and  therefore  we  proceed  to  the  Hate  of 
Poetry,  which  by  no  means  affumes  fo  fplendid  an  appear¬ 
ance  as  it  has  clone  in  fome  former  Articles,  The  poetical 
annals  of  Edward  the  Sixth  are  marked  with  metrical  trans¬ 
lations  of  various  parts  of  Scripture.  Of  thefe  the  chief 
is  the  verfification  of  the  Pfalms  by  Sternhokl  and  Hopkinsj 
a.  performance  to  which  importance  has  been  annexed  in 
confequence  of  the  religious  circumdance-s  wherewith  it  is 
connected,  but  which  is  entitled  to  no  regard  from  its  own  me¬ 
rit.  Wyat  and  Surrey  had  before  mandated  fome  of  the  Pfalms 
into  metre;  but  Thomas  . Sternhold  was  the  fir’d  whole  metri¬ 
cal  verfion  of  them  was  ufecl  in  the  church  of  England,  His 
co-adjutor,  John  Hopkins,  was  rather  a  better  poet  than 
himfelf.  Elis  other  affidants  were -Thomas  Norton,  and 
William  Wyttingham,-  afterwards  dean  of  Durham.  The 
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fpirit  of  verifying  the  Pfalms,  and  other  parts  of  the  Bible 
was  generally  diffufed  at  the  beginning  of  the  reformation  *» 
and  among  the  reft  that  employed  themlelves  this  way,  were 
William  Hunis,  a  gentleman  of  the  chapel  under  Edward 
the  Sixth,  William  Baldwin,  Francis  Seager,  and  Mat¬ 
thew  Parker,  afterwards  archbiftiop  of  Canterbury.  An¬ 
other  contributor  to  the  metrical  theology  was  Robert 
Crowley,  an  Oxford  divine  ;  and  another  ftili  more  extra¬ 
ordinary  one  was  Chriftopher  Tye,  a  dobtor  of  mufic  at 
Cambridge.  Tye  projected  a  translation  of  the  Acts  of  the. 
Apoftles  into  familiarmetre,  of  which  he  completed  only 
the  firft  fourteen  chapters.  The  Book  of  Kings  had  before 
Been  verified  by  another  hand.  Dr.  Tye  carried  his  abfur- 
dity  fo  far  as  to  let  his  verfion  to  mufic  ;  and  his  Abb  of 
the  Apoftles  were  lung  for  a  time  in  the  royal  chapel  of  Ed¬ 
ward  the  Sixth.  Even  this  good  young  king  himfelf  is  to 
be  ranked  among  the  religious  poets  of  His  own  reign.  The 
circumftances  we  have  mentioned  would  fcarcely  have  been 
worthy  of  notice,  if  they  did  not  ferve  to  mark,  in  fome  de¬ 
gree,  the  fpiritual  tafte  of  the  age. 

Poetry,  during  this  period,  was  often  fatirically  em¬ 
ployed  upon  religious  fubj^bts ;  and  among  the  vehicles 
of  controverfy  between  the  Papal  and  Proteftant  commu¬ 
nions,  popular  ballads  and  the  ftage  made  no  inconfider- 
able  figure.  The  ballad  of  Luther,  the  Pope,  a  Cardi¬ 
nal,  and  a  Hufbandman,  which  was  written  in  1550,  was 
in  defence  of  the  reformation,  and  is  not  deftitute  of 
fpirit,  the  characters  of  the  lpeakers  being  tolerably  fup- 
ported.  Another,  which  appeared  about  the  fame  time, 
was  a  lively  lati-re  on  the  Englifii  Bible,  the  vernacular 
Liturgy,  and  the  Book  of  Homilies.  A  poem,  called  the 
*c  Pore  Help,”  was  a  lampoon  againft  the  new  preachers, 
in  the  ftyle  of  Skelton.  Other  pieces  of  the  like  kind 
might  be  fpecified  ;  but  it  will  be  more  agreeable  to  many 
of  our  readers  to  be  informed,  that  the  firft  drinking- 
ballad  of  any  merit,  in  our  language,  appeared  in  the 
year  1551.  It  has  a  vein  of  eafe  and  humour  fuperior  to 
what  might  have  been  expebted  in  thofe  times ;  and  it 
may  be  confidered  as  the  parent  of  many  pleafing  compo- 
fitions,  which  have  highly  contributed  to  convivial  enter¬ 
tainment.  This  ballad  opens  the  fecond  abt  of  “  Gammer 
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Crurton’s  Needle,”  a  comedy  written  and  printed  in  the 
year  juft  mentioned,  and  which  was  foon  afterwards  adted 
at  ChridVcollege  in  Cambridge.  It  is  the  firft  Englifh 
play  which  was  neither  mvdery  nor  morality,  and  which 
handles  a  comic  dory  with  forme  drfpofition  of  plot,  and 
fame  difcrimination  of  charadter*  The  jocularity  of  it 
iome  times  riles  above  buffoonery  ;  and  the  author  difplays 
powers  of  mind,  which,  in  a  more  polifhed  age,  would 
have  enabled  him  to  appear  with  no  fmall  degree  of  ad¬ 
vantage,  Earlier  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Sixth*  we 
find  a  poet  of  the  name  of  Kelton,  who  wrote  the  “  Chro¬ 
nicle  of  the  Brutes,”  in  Englifh  verfe.  The  fubjedt  was 
not  a  bad  one,  if  the  writer  had  been  capable  of  enrich¬ 
ing  his  genealogical  and  hidorical  materials  with  any 
brilliancy  of  imagination. 

Under  queen  Mary,  notwithflanding  the  wretched  fitua* 
tion  of  the  public,  arifing  from  the  horrid  perfections 
which  bigotry  was  carrying  into  execution,  poetry  album  ed 
a  higher  tone.  A  poem  was  planned,  though  not  fully 
completed,  which  fheds  no  common  ludre  on  the  dark 
interval  between  Surrey  and  Spenfer.  This  poem  was 
intitled  cc  A  Mirrour  for  Magidrates,”  and  in  the  compofi- 
tion  of  it  more  writers  than  one  were  concerned.  Its 
primary  inventor,  however,  and  mod  didinguifhed  con¬ 
tributor,  was  Thomas  Sackville,  afterwards  lord  Buck- 
hurd  and  earl  of  Dorfet,  and  who  in  the  next  reign*  will, 
come  before  us  as  the  author  of  the  drd  genuine  Englifh, 
tragedy.  The  objedt  of  the  Mirrour  for  Magidrates,” 
was  to  make  all  the  illudrious  but  unfortunate  charadders 
in  our  hidory  to  pafs  in  review  before  the  poet,  who  de- 
fcends,  like  Dante,  into  the  infernal  regions,  and  is  ,  con- 
dudted  by  Sorrow.  A  poetical  preface  called  an  ^Induc¬ 
tion,”  and  one  legend,  which  is  the  life  of  Henry  Staf¬ 
ford,  duke  of  Buckingham,  were  the  only  parts  executed 
by  Sackville.  The  completion  of  the  whole  was  recom¬ 
mended  by  him  toBaldwyn,  before  mentioned,  and  George 
Ferrers,  who  carried  it  into  execution,  with  the  affidance 
of  Churchyard,  Phayer,  Skelton,  Seagers,  and  Cavyl. 
Amongd  thefe  finifhers  of  the  66  Mirrour  for  Magidrates,” 
Ferrers  was  the  mod  eminent  in  point  of  abilities  ;  but 
he  corn  po  fed  no  more  than  three  of  the  legends*  far  the 
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greater  number  having  been  written  by  Baldwyn.  As  to 
the  poetical  merit  of  the  work,  it  veils  aim  oft  entirely 
with  lord  Ruckhurft,  whofe  induction,  and  ftory  of  the 
duke  of  Buckingham,  contain  many  proofs  of  a  vigor¬ 
ous  fancy,  and  many  fplendid  paftages.  The  additions 
to  the  “  MirroUr  for  Magi  fixates,”  by  John  Higgms,  be¬ 
long  to  a  future  article. 

Another  poet  of  this  period  was  Richard  Edwards,  who 
was  employed  in  fame-'  department  about  the  court,  and 
whofe  principal  work  was  the  “  Paradife  of  daintie  De- 
vifesd5  What  chiefly  entitles  him  to  be  noticed  with  re- 
fpeti  is,  that  he  was  one  of  the  ear  lie  ft  of  our  dramatic 
writers  after  the  reformation  of  the  Britilh  ft  aye.  In 
Thomas  T  lifter  we  meet  with  perhaps  the  fir  ft  exhibition 
of  didactic  poetry  in  this  country.  He  was  the  author  of 
a  work  in  rhyme,  the  title  of  which  was,  “  Five  Hun¬ 
dred  Points  of  uood  Hufbandne,”  and  which  has  more  in 
it  of  the  dm  nil  city  of  He  hod  than  of  the  elegance  of 
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Virgil.  Indeed,  it  is  fo  defcitute  of  poetical  ornaments,  that 
its  foie  value  ariies  from  its  being  a  genuine  oiebure  of  ayri- 
culture,  the  rural  arts,,  and  the  domefdc  aeconomy  and 
cuftoms  of  out  aneeftors.  William  Forreft  brings  up  the 
rear  of  our  poets,  but  with  no  degree  of  iplendour.  He 
com pofed,  in  odtave  rhyme,  a  panegyrical  hiftory  of  the 
hie  of  queen  Catherine,  the  firft  queen  of  king  Henry 
the  Eighth.  Other  poems  were  written  by  him,  which 
are  not  or  iilfficient  confequence  to  require  a  dill  in  61  fpe- 
ciiicatron.  His  greateft  praife  was  his  fklll  in  rhu fie,  and 
his  having  collected  the  cHoiceft  cornpofitions  of  his  con¬ 
temporaries. 

The  only  Scotch  poet  we  fiia.ll  now  take  notice  of,  is 
Alexander  Scot,  the  Anacreon  of  his  time  and  country. 
If  the  age  in  which  he  lived  be  considered,  his  pieces  are 
carted:  and  elegant.  Pie  wrote  chiefly  upon  fubjedts  of 
love,  and  Hands  at  the  head  of  the  ancient  minor  poets  of 
Scotland.  Sir  Richard  Maitland  will  claim  our  attention 
in  the  next  Number. 


b  he  date  of  Mufic  naturally  follows  the  ftate  of  Poetry. 
1  he  mufreal  eftablifhraent  of  the  houfhold,  and  of  the 
Chapel  Royal  under  Edward  the  Sixth,  feems  to  have 
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been  nearly  as  ample  as  in  any  former  or  fucceedinp;  reipns  : 
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great  occaiions.  It  was  at  this  time  that  metrical  pfalnio- 
dy,  as  it  is  ftill  praetiied  io  our  parochial  churches,  had 
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ing  which  was  then  introduced,  it  was  upon  a  level  witli 
the  tafee  of  the  nation  in  oth  r  relpccts.  Parilli  churches 
had  hitherto  .  ufed  the  plain  chant,  as  well  as  cathedrals. 
The  principal  cornpofers  of  let  vices  and  full  anthems, 
were  Dr.  Chriftopber  Tye,  John  Shepherd,  Robert  Johnr 
fpn,  Robert  Parlons,  Robert  White,  Richard  Farrant,  and 
Thomas  Tallis.  White  and  Tallis  will  be  fpokcn  of 
hereafter.  Dr.  Tye,  at  this  period,  was  at  the  head  of 
all  our  cccleliaftical  comnoiers,  and  indeed  was  as  are  at 
a  muiician  as  Europe  could  then  boafL  On  the  accehion 
of  queen  Mary,  church- mufic  was  again  transferred  to 
Latin  words,  and  the  public  iervice  every  where  through¬ 
out  the  kingdom  was  performed  in  the  Roman  catholic 
m  a  n  n  e  r .  As,  i  r  o  rn  t  h  e  1  i  if  o  1  M  a.  r  yd  c  h  a  p  e  1  -  q  ft  a  b  1  i  fh  m  e  n  t , 
it  appears  that  the  fame  perfons  were  employed  by  her 
who  had  ferved  her  brother  Edward,  it  may  hence  be 
collected,  that  the  mufical  tribe  were  not  unaccommodat¬ 
ing  in  matters  of  religion. 

With  refped:  to  the  ftate  of  the  art  of  Painting,  Hans 
Holbein  was  ftill  alive,  and  he  lived  lone  enough  to  draw 


the  young  king  more  than  once  after  he  came  to  the  crown. 
The  other  painters  in  this  feign  were  Marc  Willems,  John 
Bollam,  and  Guiliim  Stretes.  Willems  was  a  native  of 
Antwerp,  and  was  reckoned  to  furpafs  his  contemporaries 
in  his  facility  of  comjaniing.  Roflam  was  an  Englifnman, 
who  does  not  appear  to  have  had  encouragement  equal  to 
his  merit ;  for  he  quitted  the  p.rofefiion,  and  became  a  read¬ 
ing  minifter,  when  the  reformation  was  efiablifhed  by  queen 

Guiliim  btretes  is,  that  he 
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was  painter  to  king  Edvyard,  and  that  he  received  fifty  marcs 
for  the  execution  of  three  great  pictures ;  two  of  which 
were  of  his  mujefty,  and  the  third  of  the  eari  of  Surrey, 
The  laft  is  fugpofed  to  have  been  taken  after  the  death  o 
that  nobleman. 
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Though  the  reign  of  Mary  was  even  fhorter  than  that  of 
her  brother,  it  makes  a  much  more  confiderable  figure  in 
the  annals  of  painting.  It  was  diftinguifhed  by  more  good 
painters  than  one ;  the  principal  of  whom  was  fir  Antonio 
More,  a  native  of  Utrecht,  More  appears  to  have  ftudied 
the  manner  of  Holbein,  and  approached  nearer  to  it  than  to 
freedom  of  defign  in  the  works  of  the  great  mailers  which 
he  had  feen  at  Rome.  He  refembled  Holbein  in  being  a 
clofe  imitator  of  nature,  but  he  did  not  equal  him  in  the  de¬ 
licate  finifhingof  his  portraits.  The  reputation  of  fir  An¬ 
tonio  More  flood  fo  high,  that  he  had  aftonifhing  prices  for 
his  pictures;  beftdes  which,  he  had  large  prefents  and  ap¬ 
pointments,  He  did  not  always  confine  himfelf  to  por« 
traits,  feveral  hiftorical  pieces  having  been  painted  by  him, 
one  of  which,  being  the  refurreCtion  of  Chrifl  with  two  an¬ 
gels,  is  held  in  great  eflimation,  A  painter,  who  for  a  time 
had  the  pofTeiTion  of  it,  obtained  a  deal  of  money  by  expof- 
ing  it  to  public  exhibition. 

Another  performer,  in  queen  Mary’s  reign,  was  Joas 
Van  Cleeve,  who  came  from  Antwerp.  This  artift  had 
good  talents,  and  might  have  arifen  to  a  confiderable  de¬ 
gree  of  perfection,  had  he  not  been  intoxicated  with  vani¬ 
ty,  in  confequence  of  which  he  loft  his  fenfes. 

There  was  at  this  time  a  nobleman  of  very  high  rank, 
who  was  not  only  a  connoifteur,  but  a  praCtifer  in  the  art  of 
painting  ;  we  mean  Edwrard  Courtney,  the  laft  earl  of  De- 
yonfhire,  wdio  was  diftinguifhed  by  his  illuftrious  defcent, 
his  accomplifhments,  and  his  misfortunes.  It  is  recorded 
of  him,  that  he  executed  portraits  with  facility  and  fkill. 

Architecture,  in  Edward's  reign,  preferyed  the  fame  foot¬ 
ing  on  which  it  had  flood  under  the  laft  king.  The  princi¬ 
pal  effort  in  that  art  was  Somerfet-houfe,  which  is  a  com¬ 
pound  of  the  Grecian  and  Gothic  modes  of  building. 
John  of  Padua  is  underftood  to  have  been  the  architect. 

King  Ed  ward  the  Sixth  Hands  in  the  lift  of  Royal  Authors, 
and  heis  juftly  entitled  to  that  diftinCtion.  Conftdering  the 
time  in  which  he  lived,  and  the  early  period  of  his  death, 
his  Journal  of  his  own  reign,  his  Remains,  and  his  other 
compofitions,  difplay  fuch  a  promife,  and,  indeed,  fuch  a 
ppfteftipn  of  abilities.,  as  add  greatly  to  the  regret  arifing 
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from  the  recolledtion  of  his  premature  deceafe.  The 
duke  of  Somerfet  has  obtained  a  place  among  the  noble  wri¬ 
ters  of  the  age.  His  principal  title  to  this  honour  is  found¬ 
ed  on  one  or  two  religious  pieces,  which  were  penned  dur¬ 
ing  his  troubles.  Edmund  lord  Sheffield  is  faid  to  have 
eompoled  a  book  of  fonnets,  in  the  Italian  manner.  Hen¬ 
ry  lord  Stafford,  and  Francis  Haffings,  fecond  earl  of  Hun  ¬ 
tingdon,  exerted  their  talents  only  as  tranflators. 

The  female  authors  that  belong  to  the  ffiort  period  of 
the  prefent  hidory,  are  confide table  in  number,  and  very 
eminent  for  their  rank  and  flation.  By  the  fuffrage  both  of 
Walpole  and  Ballard,  queen  Mary  has  had  her  name  enroll¬ 
ed  in  this  catalogue.  Her  claim  to  be  thus  didinguilhed 
reds  on  a  few  devout  pieces  that  were  compofed  by  her,  and 
on  her  Letters,  many  of  which  are  to  be  found  in  various 
publications,  and  particularly  in  Hearne’s  c e  Sylloge  Epif- 
tolarum.”  Lady  Jane  Grey  was  as  much  fuperior  to  Mary 
in  abilities  and  learning,  as  fhe  was  in  the  virtues  of  her 
character.  The  dory  of  her  being  found,  by  Roger  Af- 
cham,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  her  age,  reading  the  Phte- 
do  of  Plato,  is  too  well  known  to  be  repeated.  She  was, 
indeed,  a  mod  accompliffied  and  extraordinary  young  per- 
fon  ;  and  it  will  ever  be  reflected  upon  with  fincere  concern, 
that  fhe  fhould  be  cut  off  in  the  bloom  ©f  life,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  crooked  politics  of  her  father-in-law,  John 
Dudley,  duke  of  Northumberland. — Mary  countefs  of  A- 
rundel,  who  trandated  from  Englidi  into  Latin,  “  The  Wife 
Sayings  and  Eminent  Deeds  of  the  Emperor  Alexander  be- 
verus,”  and  from  Greek  into  Latin,  “  Select  Sentences  of 
the  Seven  Wife  Grecian  Philosophers,”  ought*  perhaps,  to 
have  been  mentioned  under  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth 
—Two  other  ladies  of  high  rank,  didinguilhed  themfelves 
as  trandators  :  thefe  were  lady  Joanna  Lumley,  and  lady 
Mary  Howard,  duchefs  of  Norfolk,  the  daughters  and,  co- 
heireffes  of  Henry  Fitzallan,  earl  of  Arundel.  Thefirflof 
them  trandated,  from  the  Greek,  three  orations  of  Ifocrates, 
and  the  Iphigenia  of  Euripides ;  and  the  other  made  a 
verfion,  from  the  fame  language,  of  “  Certain  ingenious 
Sentences  collected  out  of  various  Authors. ’’—Three  fiders 
lady  Anne,  lady  Margaret,  and  lady  Jane  Seymour,  wrote 
four  hundred  Latin  didichs  upon  the  death  of  the  queen  of 

b  4  N  avarre 


xxiy 


THE  HISTORY,  &c. 

Navarre,  Margaret  de  Valois,  which  were  tranflated  into 
Greek,  French,  and  Italian,  and  were  celebrated  abroad, 
long  after  they  had  been  forgotten  in  England.— Mary 
Roper,  the  youngeft  daughter  of  Margaret  Roper,  and 
grand-daughter  to  hr  Thomas  More,  retained  the  literary 
charade!  of  the  family. — The  four  daughters  of  fir  An¬ 
thony  Cooke  were  now  laying  in  thofe  (tores  of  knowledge 
and  learning,  which  enabled  them  to  appear  with  fo  much 
honour  in  the  next  reign.— Lady  Elizabeth  Fane  may  be 
added  to  the  lift,  .as  having  written  feverai  pfaims,  and  pi¬ 
ous  meditations  and  proverbs,  in  the  Englifh  tongue. 

The  books  that  were  printed  in  the  two  reigns  we  are 
treating  of,  were  nearly  of , the  fame  kind  with  thofe  which 
have  formerly  been  mentioned.  Controverfial  works,  and 
devotional  pieces,  were  the  principal  occupiers  of  the  prefs 
in  an  age  which  was  fo  deeply  engaged  in  religious  enquiry, 
Romances  and  poetry  were  not  entirely  forgotten,  Cato's 
Moral  Diftichs  were  published  in  the  original,  with  notes, 
by  Richard  Taverner ;  and  there  were  a  few  tranfiations 
from  ancient  writings.  Itis  rather  a  curious  circumftance 
in  the  clafiic  hiftory  of  the  times,  that  the  fecond.  book  of 
the  kEneid  was  tranflated  into  Greek  verfe,  by  George 
Etherige,  a  phyfician  at  Oxford,  and  profefTor  of  the  Greek 
language"  in  that  Univerfity. 

In  fo  lhort  and  agitated  a  period,  many  literary  eftablifh- 
ments  could  not  be  expebled.  Two  Colleges,  however, 
were  founded  at  Oxford;  Trinity  College  by  fir  Thomas 
Pope,  and  St.  John  Baptift  College  by  fir  Thomas  White, 
Both  of  the  founders  were  eminent  citizens,  and  Lord 
Mayors  of  the.  city  of  London.  It  is  not  neceffary  to  add 
that  thefe  inftitutions  have  had  their  fhare  in  producing  men 
who  have  been  illuftrious  ornaments  of  literature  and  of 
rheir  country*,- 

*  Burnet,  Biographia  Britannica,  Parliamentary  Hiftory,  Hume, 
Millar,  Anthony  Wood,  Warton,  Walpole,  Ballard,  Gilpin,  Aikin* 
Pmkerton,  Burney,  Berkenhout,  &c.  Sic. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Affairs  pf  France*  Neva  Eaji  India  Company.  Meafures  adopted  for  the 
Difcouragement  of  Speculation  in  the  Public  Funds •  Loan « 


^Tp'HE  character  and  proceedings 
of  Mr,  de  Calonne,  who  was 
appointed  to  the  office  of  comptrol¬ 
ler  general  of  the  finances  of  France 
in  the  clofe  of  the  year  1783,  have 
engrafted  a  remarkable  degree  of 
general  attention.  He  entered  up¬ 
on  this  confpicuous  career  under 
yarious  public  prepoffeffions,  favour¬ 
able  and  unfavourable.  He  had  for 
many  years  filled  confide rable  of¬ 
fices  in  the  ftate,  and  therefore 
oould  not  be  unknown  to  the  na¬ 
tion  among  whom  he  was  to  prefide. 
He  had  been,  attorney- general  at 
the  period  when  Louis  the  Fifteenth 
had  adventured  upon  the  ftrong 
meafure  of  fuppreffing  the  parlia¬ 
ment.  Since  that  time  he  had 
ubeen  intendant,  a  ftation  of  great 
moment  in  the  policy  of  France, 
*md  which  ufually  precedes  the  firft 
offices  of  adminiftration,  firft  of 
Metz,  and  afterwards  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Flanders  and  Artois. 
Known  by  his  proceedings  in  thefe 
Situations,  he  was  acknowledged  for 
a  man  of  ability  ;  and,  even  had 
this  been  doubtful,  his  plans  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  notables  in  1787,  and 


the  eloquent  writings  he  has  fince 
given  to  the  prefs,  would  have  am¬ 
ply  proved  it.  He  loved  fame,  and 
he  poiTefied  the  fources  of  acquiring 
it.  But  he  did  not  enter  upon  this 
new  and  arduous  ftation  favoured 
by  the  breath  of  popularity.  He 
was  faid  to  be  more  able  than  con¬ 
fident,  and  not  to  have  tempered 
the  ardour  of  his  fpirit  by  the  fe- 
verity  of  deep  refearch.  His  po- 
liflied  manners,  the  insinuation  of 
his  addrefs,  the  facility  with  which 
he  entered  into  the  commerce  of 
elegant  life,  were  employed  by  his 
enemies  as  fo  many  arguments 
againft  him.  In  reality,  the  nation 
longed  for  the  fervices  of  Mr.  Nec- 
ker,  and  the  companions  they  were 
eager  to  draw  were  injurious  to  the 
new  mini,fter. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  fituation  more 
animating  to  a  generous  fpicit,  than 
that  of  ftruggling  with  hafty  pre¬ 
judice,  and  extorting  from  a  great 
nation  their  flow  applaufe.  Mr.  de 
Calonne  began  with  a  bold  and  ju¬ 
dicious  proceeding,  which  by  its. 
confequences  fecured  the  general  ap¬ 
probation.  A  few  weeks  before  his 

accei- 
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scceffiou.  to  office,  the caifie  cles  compte, 
the  only  incorporated  spanking  com¬ 
pany  in  France,  flopped  payment. 
The  minifler  of  the  day,  more  vir¬ 
tuous  than  enlightened,  interfered 
in  their  favour  ;  and  ifliied  an  edict 
to  prevent  their  being  compelled  to 
tfifcharge  for  a  limited  time  their 
own  notes.  By  this  meafure  he  gave 
existence  to  what  in  America  and 
upon  the  continent  has  been  deno¬ 
minated  by' the  odious  appellation 
of  paper-money,  that  is,  paper  in¬ 
capable  of  being  converted  into  its 
apparent  value  in  fpecie  at  the  will 
of  the  holder.  U  non  the  impolicy 
of  filch  a  proceeding,  it  is  unnecef- 
fary  to  enlarge.  Mr.  de  Calonne 
was  probably  of  opinion,  that  no 
nutation  could  authorife  a  national 
countenance  of  fuch  a  breach  of 
faith.  He  was  perfuaded,  that  it 
was  mifcbnception  in  government 
that  ocean oned  fo  improper  an  in¬ 
dulgence  ;  and  falfe  calculation  in 
the  proprietors  that  led  them  to  de¬ 
mand  it.  He  hefitated  not  to  re- 
hind  the  arret  of  his  preaeceffor, 
and  compel  the  bank  to  prompt 
payment.  The  belt  confequences 
fallowed.  There  was  no  delay  or 
embarallment,  and  the  flock  of  the 
company  rofe  to  double  its  former 
value. 

The  majority  of  the  financial 
operations  of  i?8  feveral  of  which 
are  deferibed  in  our  fixth  volume, 
are  equally  intitled  to  apphufe.  'A 
finking  fund  was  formed  upon  a 
plan  moderate  in  its  extent,  but 
highly  beneficial  in  its  operations. 
The  difburfements  of  the  treafury, 
had  been  buffered  to  run  into  arT 
rears ;  and  a  confiderable  bum  of 
ready  money  was  now  facrificed  to 
r.eflore  them  to  their  regular  half- 
y  early  payments.  Certain  projedts 
for  the  benefit  of  the  lefs'  confider¬ 
able  creditors  of  the  nation,  and  for 
giving  a  freer  circulation  to  the  ar¬ 


ticle  of  brandies,  had  been  formed 
by  Mr,  Turgot,  the  mofl  enlight¬ 
ened  minifler  that  France,  the  mofl 
enlightened  minifler  that  perhaps 
any  country  has  produced,  but  were 
left  incomplete  at  his  difmiffion 
from  office.  Mr.  de  Calonne  fhowed 
himfelf  fuperior  to  the  little  rival- 
fhip  and  jealoufy  of  fame,  by  which 
fuepeffiye  miniflers  of  flate  are  fre¬ 
quently  a  floated :  he  entered  into, 
the  views  of  his  illuflripus  prede- 
ceffbr,  and  completed  his  operations. 

The  principal  meafure  of  the 
year  178^,  is  not  intitled  to  the 
fame  commendation.  France  had 
been  without  an  Eafl  India  com¬ 
pany  from  the  year  #773  5  a  net, 
though  the  idea  of  a  free  trade  to 
that  part  of  the  world  h  i  hitherto 
been  untried  in  Europe,  ihe  did  not 
appear  to  buffer  in  the  experiment. 
On  the  contrary,  her  annual  im¬ 
portation  from  India  during  this 
time  was  coniiderably  greater  than 
during  any  former  period.  But, 
whether  it  were  that  they  regarded 
this  prosperity  as  precarious ;  or 
that  they  aimed  at  a  more  extend ve 

J  t 

fucceis ;  or  that  they  w lifted,  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  Britain,  for  territorial  ac- 
quifitions  in  that  climate,  and  be¬ 
lieved  an  incorporated  fociety  the 
befl  inflrument  of  obtaining  them  ; 
the  French  court  was  induced  to 
liflen  to  propofals  for  eflablifbing  a 
new  Eafl  India  company.  Their 
privilege  was  for  feven  years,  with 
the  fpec.ial  provifo,  that  years  of  war 
which  might  occur  in  the  interim, 
fhould  be  excluded  from  the  com¬ 
putation. 

In  the  preamble  of  the  aft  of  the 
fourteenth  of  April,  by  which  the 
ichemewas  adopted,  it  was  aliedged, 
44  that  the  commodities  of  Europe, 
44  not  having-  of  late  years  been  re- 

O  .  •> 

44  gulatcd  by  any  common  flandard, 
44  .or  proportioned  to  the  demands 
44  of  India,  had  on  the  one  hand 
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««■  fold  at  a  low  price;  v/liile  on  the 
44  other .>  the  competition  of  the 
44  fubjefb  of  France  had  -railed  the 
44  price  of  the  objects  of  importa- 
44  tion :  that  upon  their  return 
44  home,  a  want  of  iyftem  and  af- 
44  iortment  had  been  -univerfaliy 
154  complained  of,  .the  market  being 
44  glutted  with  one  fpecies  of  goods, 

66  and  totally  deftitute  of  another : 

44  that  thefe  defends  rnuft  iiecefiarily 
44  continue  as  long  as  the  trade  re- 
44  maincd  in  private  hands,  and 
44  that,  on-  thtfir  account,  as  well  as 
u  that  of  the.  capital  required,  the 
44  eftabl Uhm enf  of  a.  new  company 
44  was  abfolutely  necefiary.” 

Thefe  reafoning?"  did  not  appear 
altogether  fatisfadtorv  to  the  perfofts 
principally  .  interefted.  France  has 
been  fb  far  enlightened  by  the  dii- 

O  d 

cuifions  of  the  excellent  writers  file 
has  produced  upon  queftions  of  po¬ 
litics  and  commerce,  as  not  to  be 
prepared  to  behold  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  monopolies  with  a  very  fa¬ 
vourable  eye.  By  many  perfonsdt 
was  remarked,  that  the  arguments 
of  the  preamble  did  not  apply  more 
to  the  trade  of  India  than  to  any 
other  trade  ;  and  that,  if  they  were 
admitted  in  their  entire  force,  they 
were  calculated  to  give  a  finifkmg 
blow  to  the.  freedom  of  commerce. 
The  capital  of  the  new,  company, 
which  amounted  to  830,000!.  was 
ridiculed  as  altogether  inadequate  to 
the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking. 
The  privileges  with  which  it  was 
indulged,  were  treated  as  enormous. 
The  monopoly  of  Eaft  India  goods 
imported  into  France  fiortt  any  part 
of  Europe,  was  granted  to  them  for 
two  years,  as  well  as  the  monopoly 
eft  Eaft  India  goods  imported  from 
the  place  of  their  growth.  It 
was  laid,  that  during  that  period 
they  would  fit  out  no  adventures  for 
India,  that  they  hoped  to  obtain  a 
prolongation  of  this  injurious  in¬ 


diligence,  and  that,  of  confequence, 
their  incorporation  was  in  rec.lity  a 
confpiracy  to  prevent  all* future 
communication  between  France  and 
the  fources  of  commerce  in  Aha.  A 


proviiioh  in  the  aft,  directing  that 
the  prices  of  Eaft  India  goods  in  the 
ifiands  of  Mauritius  and  Bourbon, 
fit ould  be  regulated  by  a  tariff  to  be 
fixed  by  the  court  of  Yerfiulles,  -ex¬ 


cited  frill  louder  exclamations.  In 
this  inftance,  it  was  faid,  the  firft 


principles  of  commerce  were  tram¬ 
pled  upon  in  a  manner  the  moil 
wanton  arid  abfurd.  Inftead  -of 
buffering  it  to  find  its  own  level  by 
the  mutual  colliiion  of  the  wants  or 
one  party,  and  the  labour  of  an¬ 
other,  it  was  arbitrarily  to  be  fa- 


fhtoned  by  a  power,  whofe  extreme 
diftrince  muff  necnTarily  render  its 
deci lions  ill-timed  and  inapplicable. 
The  very  mode  in  which  the  mono- 

d 

poly  was  introduced,  was  a  fubjeft 
of  complaint.  It  was  determined 
by  a  refolution  of  the  king  in  coun¬ 
cil  ;  a  proceeding,  totally  inadequate 
to  the  importance  of  the  fubject, 
and  which  was  to  be  regarded  as 
claodeftine  and  furreptitious.  In 
all  former  inftances  fuch  meafures 
afnimed  the  form  of  e  drifts,  and 
were  regiftered  in  the  parliaments. 
It  was  the  prerogative  of  thefe 
courts  to  verify  them,  that  is,  to 
enquire  into  the  faffs  which  had 
led  to  their  adoption.  The  injured 
parties  had  an  opportunity  of  be« 
ing  heard  before  the  privilege  af¬ 
firmed  the  form  of  a  law ;  not  pri¬ 
vately  by  the  minifters  of  the  love- 
reign,  but  publicly  by  the  moft 
confiderable  bodies  in  the  kingdom, 
and  in  the  face  of  the  nation. 

The  aft  of  council  eftablififtng  a 
new  Eaft  India  company,  was  fol¬ 
lowed  on  the  tenth  of  July,  by  an¬ 
other  declaration,  intended  ftill  far¬ 
ther  to  promote  their  infereft,  by 
which  it  was  exprefsly  forbidden  to 
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import  cottons,  printed  linens,  and 
mnflins,  except  through  the  medi¬ 
um  of  the  company.  The  arret 
proceeds  upon  the  fame  principles 
of  monopoly  as  in  the  former  in- 
Itance.  It  fets  out  indeed  with  a 
declaration,  44  that  nothing  can  ap- 
fit  pear  more  definable  to  the  king, 
84  or  better  accord  with  the  fenti- 
84  ments  of  his  heart,  than  a  gene- 
44  ral  liberty,  that,  freeing  at  once 
*4  the  circulation  of  commodities 
84  from  every  fpecies  of  refiraint, 
84  fiiould  feem  to  make  of  all  the 
*4  people  of  the  world,  but  one  na- 
44  tion  with  refpeCt  to  commerce 
but  it  adds,  44  that  the  period  of 
84  this  liberty  is  not  yet  arrived ; 
84  that  it  mu  ft  either  be,  with  re- 
84  IpeCt  to  the  nations  of  Europe, 
C4  unlimited  and  reciprocal,  or  that 
84  it  cannot  be  admitted  ;  that  the 
84  revocation  of  the  former  indul- 
84  gence  refpeCting  cottons  and  li- 
84  nens,  was  become  neceffary,  on 
*4  account  of  the  opportunities  it 
84  created  for  contraband  trade,  and 
14  becaufe  the  competition  of  the 
44  Ealt  India  company  and  private 
u  traders  would  occafion  a  fur  plus 
44  in  the  market,  and  the  admiffion 
44  of  foreign  manufactures  would 
44  decreafe  and  annihilate  the  na« 
44  tional  induftry.” 

The  provifions  that  were  made 
for  carrying  this  law  into  effeCt, 
were  confidered  as  unjufi:  and  fevere. 
The  merchants  poffefling  any  of  the 
prohibited  commodities,  were  al¬ 
lowed  twelve  months  to  difpofe  of 
them  ;  but  upon  the  exprefs  con¬ 
dition,  that  the  commodities  were 
to  bear  a  ftamp,  importing  that 
they  were  vendible  only  to  a  certain 
period,  a  circumftance  that  mull  ne- 
cefiarily  depreciate  their  value.  It 
was  alfo  enaCted,  that  the  houfe  of 
any  trader  might  be  entered  by  day 
or  by  night,  at  the  felicitation  of 
the  directors,  to  fearch  for  prohibited 


goods,  which  were  to  be  confifcated 
to  the  ufe  of  the  company.  Thefe 
kinds  of  vifits  of  the  officers  of  re¬ 
venue,  hitherto  unauthorifed  in 
France,  were  reprefented  as  pecu¬ 
liarly  obnoxious,  when  they  were 
made  for  the  foie  benefit  of  a  pri¬ 
vileged  monopoly. 

Taking  it  for  granted,  that  the 
meafure  of  limiting  the  commerce 
of  India  to  a  particular  circle  of 
traders,  is  injudicious  ;  fome  allow¬ 
ance  is  to  be  made  for  the  miniffer 
who  is  milled  by  the  Uniform  exam¬ 
ple  of  every  court  in  Europe.  It 
were  to  be  defired,  that  a  man,  who 
direCts  the  affairs  of  a  great  nation, 
fhould  be  fuperior  to  the  influence 
of  a  prevailing  prejudice  ;  but,  if 
we  meafure  ftatefmen  of  one  coun¬ 
try  by  a  comparifon  with  the  ftatef- 
men  of  other  countries,  we  {hall 
rather  fee  reafon  to  applaud  a  mi- 
nifter  for  being  frequently  guided 
by  the  found  principles  of  political 
philofophy,  than  to  condemn  him 
for  occafionallv  lofing  fight  of  them. 
It  is  difficult  to  fay  how  far  the  bell 
minifter  is  obliged  to  itoop  from  the 
elevation  of  his  own  judgment  to 
the  prejudices  of  the  nation  he  go¬ 
verns.  It  is  difficult  to  afeertain 
the  blame  that  is  due  to  a  man, 
connected  in  a  national  council  with 
other  men  who  are  frequently  lefs 
his  coadjutors  than  his  rivals,  and 
compelled  to  facrifice  a  part  of  his 
plan  which  may  be  impi  aCticable, 
for  the  lake  of  effecting  the  part 
which  may  be  within  the  reach  of 
his  influence.  The  validity  of  one 
of  the  objections  to  the  new  Eafl: 
India  company,  was  virtually  ad¬ 
mitted  in  the  following  year,  when 
it  was  found  neceffary,  in  the  month 
of  October,  to  permit  them  to  dou¬ 
ble  their  capital. 

It  was  in  the  fame  fpirit  of  re- 
ItriCtion  that  a  prohibition  was  il- 
fued  on  the  feventeenth  of  July, 
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forbidding  the  importation  of  Eng- 
lifh  fadlery,  hofiery,  wpeBen-cloths, 
?-nd  hardware,  for  the  purpofe  of 
fale,  together  with  adi  foreign  glals 
and  wrought  iron,  with  the  exempt 
tion  of  tools.  The  importation  of 
Englifh  goods  was  permitted  to  the 
ronfumer,  but  under  a  heavy  duty. 

A  tranfadlion  of  fome  moment 
in  the  dole  of  the  year  1785,  was  a 
new  coinage  of  louis  d’or  to  the 
amount  of  twenty -feven  millions 
fterling.  The  daft  coinage  had  been 
made  in  the  year  1726;  and,  the 
difproportion  of  value  between  gold 
and  filvir  coins  having  increafed,  a 
great  quantity  of  louis  dfor  had 
been  exported  from  France,  and 
the  coin  had  become  rare.  Spain 
raifed  the  value  of  her  gold  a  fif¬ 
teenth  in  the  year  1779?  and  it  was 
fuppofed  necefiary  to  imitate  her 
example.  At  the  fame  time  that 
the  weight  was  diminifhed,  it  was 
iudged  proper  to  increafe  the  ftan- 
dard  of  finenefs,  which  might  pro¬ 
bably  have  been  diminifhed  by  va¬ 
rious  artifices  and  adulterations  in 
the  courfe  of  near  fixty  years.  The 
proportion  of  gold  to  filver  was 
fixed  to  be  as  fifteen  to  one,  and 
the  degree  of  finenefs  zifF  carats. 

We  are  approaching  to  a  period 
■when  the  operations  of  Mr.  de  Ca  • 
tonne  were  deftined  to  undergo  a 
feverer  fcrutiny.  It  was  a  calamitous 
circumftance  for  the  people  of 
France,  that,  though  peace  had 
now  been  three  years  re-eftabliflied 
in  Europe,  the  fyftem  of  finance 
feemed  fcarcely  to  be  affedted  by  fo 
material  a  relief,  and  it  was  found 
necefiary  to  clofe  every  year  with  a 
loan.  For  this  di  {advantage  they 
were  indebted  to  Mr.  Necker.  The 
extraordinary  cha racier  and  reputa¬ 
tion  which  that  minifter  lias  ob¬ 
tained,  will  fcarcely  permit  us  to 
fuppofe,  that  he  had .  any  finifter 
view  in  producing  this  e  fit  Ft ;  but 


we  are  unable  to  vindicate  his  in¬ 
tegrity  but  at  the  expence  of  his 
abilities.  He  was  probably  the  fiilt 
minifter  that  ever  conceived  the 
project  of  fupporting  a  war  by- 
loans  without  taxes.  By  this  fyf- 
tem  he  was  railing  in  his  favour  a 
tide  of  vulgar  popularity  ;  by  this 
fyftem  he  was  making  it  difficult  for 
any  minifter  that  fiiould  fucceed 
him,  to  maintain  himfeif  in  office  ; 
by  this  fyftem  he  perhaps  believed 
he  was  ferving  the  public.  To  ex¬ 
ecute  it  certainly  required  the  pof- 
fefiion  of  great  labour,  ftridt  accu¬ 
racy,  fevere  economy.  It  was  ne¬ 
cefiary  that  the  minifter  fhould  pof- 
fefs  much  perfonal  conficleration 
and  refpedt,  and  that  the  profperity 
of  government  fhould  be  attached 
to  the  credit  of  the  individual  that 
guided  it.  Perhaps  it  was  hardly 
to  be  expected  from  human  frailty, 
that  the  man,  who  had  the  means 
of  exhibiting  this  glittering  eha- 
rafter,  fhould  refill  the  temptation 
of  exhibiting  it.  But  be  that  as  it 
will,  Mr.  Necker  accumulated  bur¬ 
thens  upon  the  kingdom,  which, 
from  the  very  circumftance  of  their 
being  for  a  time  fufpended  and  im¬ 
perceptible  to  the  common  obferver, 
would  fall  with  tenfold  weight  upon 
his  fuccelfor.  The  finances  of 
France  had  never  been  in  a  pros¬ 
perous  condition.  The  diforder, 
the  bankruptcy  of  the  laft  years  of 
Louis  the  Fifteenth,  are  matters  of 
public  notoriety,  and  the  period 
between  the  accefiion  of  the  prefent 
king  and  the  appointment  of  Nec¬ 
ker,  was  too  ftiort  for  the  reitera¬ 
tion  of  order.  War  had  now 
broken  out ;  the  amount  of  the 
public  debt  was  daily  increafmg ; 
and  it  would  require  no  common 
lhare  of  credulity  to  believe,  that 
profperity  was  to  be  reftored,  the 
accumulating  interefl  to  be  d  11- 
ch-arged,  nay,  the  very  principal 
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to  -be  redeemed,  for  all  Mr.  Nec- 
ker’s  loans  were  made  redeemable 
in  a  fhort  eonrfe  of  years,  without 
the  introduction  of  taxes.  If  the 
fydem,  which  was  thus  put  in  prac¬ 
tice,  would  have  produced  no  other 
ill  effect,  than  the  giving  to  one 
If  at  el  man  -unmerited  eclat,  and  the 
devoting  another,  perhaps  more 
•virtuous  and  enlightened,  as  a  ia~ 
orifice  to  popular  clamour,  the  ob¬ 
ject  would  have  been  comparatively 
final  1.  But  the  difference  to  the 
public  muff  be  immenie,  between 
taxes  introduced  gradually  from  the  - 
beginning:  of  the  w  <3,1  and  taxes 
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introduced  four,  eight,  perhaps  ten 
years  after  its  conclufion.  Their 
pJIduce  during  the  interval  is  irre¬ 
trievably  loft;  and  the  expenditure 
is  maintained  by  violence  and  unna¬ 
tural  expedients,  always  unecono¬ 
mical,  fometimes  ruinous.  Mr. 
Necker  finifhed  the  perfpedtive  of 
the  future  controller-general,  by 
the  publication  of  his  Compte  Ren¬ 
du,  in  the  year  37 81  ;  a  work, 
which,  whatever  might  be  its  me¬ 
rit,  was  calculated  to  edabiifh  this 
obvious  perfualion  ;  if  the  revenues 
of  the  nation  be  fufficient  to  afford 
a  furplus  in  time  of  war,  (it  fhoold 
be  obferved,  that  Mr.  Necker  in¬ 
cluded  nothing;  in  his  eftimate  but 
the  ordinary  expenditure  of  a  peace 
eftablifhment)  government  will  cer¬ 
tainly  be  able  to  clear  off  the  ar¬ 
rears  without  additional  taxes  in  a 
time  of  peace. 

May  we  be  permitted  in  this 
place  to  film  up  the  balance  of  Mr. 
Necker’ s  character  ?  He  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  an  adtive  and  induftrious 
flat  eft-nan.  Inured  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  life  to  arithmetical 
operations,  he  is  peculiarly  at  home 
in  them.  He  calculates  the  reve¬ 
nues  of  the  firft  natioii  in  the  world 
with  the  facility  of  a  merchant  in, 
bis  private  tranfaffions,-  and  ins 
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efti mates  exhibit  perhaps  as  feiV 
miftakes  as  were  ever  incurred  in  fa 
complicated,  a  bufmefs.  His  reputa** 
tioii  for  fevere  integrity,  is  not  pro¬ 
bably  deiti  tute  of  fo and ation ;  and  it 
was  ofconfiderable  fervice  to  him  in 
his  public  career,  as  it  deterred  the 
importunities  of  tiioughtlefs  prodi¬ 
gality,  and  gave  him  fortitude  to 
refufe  the  demands  of  filtered  and 
cabal.  He  entered  upon  office,  with 
the  mod  honourable  aui pices.  lie 
began  with  frugality  and  economy* 
He  introduced  economy  into  all 
the  departments  of  the  royal  lioufe- 
hold,  and  employed  every  means  in 
his  power  to  create  revenue  without 
burthen  to  the  Hate.  , 

If  all  thefe  qualities  will  ccndi- 
tute  a  great  .minider,  Mr.  Necker 
will  probably  remain  without  an 
equal.  But  if  large  and  compre- 
henfive.  views,  if  a  lively  perfuafton 
in  general  principles,  if  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  philofophy.of  hu¬ 
man  affairs  fhould  be  deemed  ne- 
ceflary,  Mr.  Necker  will  be  found 
greatly  deficient.  It  was  his  lot  to 
fuperiiitend  the  affairs  of  a  cotin* 
try,  where  the  great  principles  of 
policy  had  long  been  fermenting, 
where  a  fucceilion  of  the  mod  ac¬ 
compli  fined  geniufes  had  been  prof- 
peroufly  employed  in  invedi gat¬ 
ing  the  fources  of  human  happinefs* 
One  of  the  mod  confide*  able  of 
thefe  men  had  been  early  placed 
by  Louis  the  Sixteenth  at  the  head 
of  his  finances.  But  the  profpect 
of  felicity,  which  had  thus  been 
opened  to  France,  was  fhort  and 
deceitful.  It  was  jud  Flown  to  the 
world,  to  be  removed  for  a  period 
of  indefinite  extent.  Necker  rofe 
upon  the  ruins  of  Turgot.  France 
had  tried  a  philosophical  minider, 
fire  was  now  to  try  a  political  bank> 
er,  fkilled  in  all  the  detail  and  mi¬ 
nutiae  of  fi  nance.  Mr.  N edker neither 
imdei flood  nor  defiredtd- underhand 
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the  principles  of  his  predecefior. 
He  was  unacquainted  with  the  true 
fyftem  of  taxation,  and  treated  the 
ideas  to  which  future  ages  will  be 
indebted  for  their  happinefs,  as  vi- 
fionary  and  impracticable.  He  be¬ 
lieved  that  commerce  could  never 
profper  fo  well,  as  when  configned 
to  the  guardian  care  of  monopolies 
and  prohibitions.  In  the  clofe  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  he  was  the 
panegyrift  of  Colbert r  The  bene¬ 
fits  which  the  fhort  reign  of  Mr. 
Turgot  enabled  him  to  confer  on 
the  nation,  were  neglected  or  de¬ 
ft  royed.  A  part  of  his  fyftem  Mr. 
Necker  could  not  refufe  to  applaud, 
that  of  provincial  afiembiies  for  the 
more  equal,  diftribution  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  burthens.  But,  though  he  pro- 
fefted  to  adopt  it,  he  did  not  un¬ 
dertake  to  propofe  it  as  a  general 
benefit  to  the  nation,  but  intro¬ 
duced  it  in  two  provinces  only, 
Berri  and  the  Upper  Guyenne.  In 
thefe  it  was  deprived  of  the  advan¬ 
tages  that  had  been  propofed,  and 
an  odious  ariftocracy  was  introduced 
into  an  object,  perhaps  of  all  others 
moil  foreign  to  that  fyftem.  Mr. 
Necker  may  be  charaCterifed  in  a 
fingle  word,  as  the  able  advocate 
of  all  Iong-eftablifhed  errors,  and 
the  determined  adverfary  of  im¬ 
provements  originating  in  fyftem 
and  philofophy.  To  return. 

There  were  various  circumftances 
that  increafed  the  public  expendi¬ 
ture  of  the  year  1785,  and  might 
ferve  as  the  apology  of  a  new  loan. 
Improvements  were  carrying  on  in 
various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  which 
could  nc»t  fail  to  be  attended  with 
confiderable  expence.  It  had  been 
thought  proper  to  fortify  Cher- 
bourg  upon  a  large  and  magnifi¬ 
cent  fcale.  The  claim  of  the  em¬ 
peror  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Schelde,  had  obliged  the  French  to 
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increafe  their  land  forces,  either  to* 
form  a  refpedtabic  neutrality,  or  to 
aftift  their  Dutch  allies,  with  whom 
they  were  underftood  to  be  now 
more  clofely  connected  than  ever. 
The  fyftem  of  Mr.  de  Vergennes 
had  probably  increafed  the  expen- 
fivenefs  of  this  meafure.  Had  the 
court  of  Verfailles  fpoken  to  the 
emperor  with  proper  firmnefs  in 
the  outfet,  we  have  fome  right  to. 
conclude,  from  the  chara&er  of 
that  prince,  that  he  would  have 
defifted  from  his  undertaking.  But 
Mr.  de  Vergennes  purfued  a  mid¬ 
dle  and  irrefolute  condudt.  He 
temporifed  with  both  parties,  and 
this  feems  fufficiently  to  have  fuited 
his  natural  difpofition.  He  was 
perhaps  afraid  of  treating  with  pe¬ 
remptory  language  the  brother  of  a 
princefs,  who  pofTefied  no  inconfr- 
derabie  control  in  the  politics  of 
his  country. 

Mr.  de  Caionne  had  in  the  inter¬ 
val  adopted  meafures  of  economy 
and  reform.  An  arret  was  pafted  m 
council,  on  the  eighth  of  May,  for 
limiting  the  amount  of  penfions  and 
gratuities  on  the  part  of  govern¬ 
ment,  by  which  it  was  provided, 
that  only  two-thirds  of  the  penfions 
that  might  gradually  expire,  ffiould 
be  regranted  under  that  head  of  ex¬ 
penditure  ;  this  provifion  to  conti¬ 
nue  in  force  till  the  penfion-lift  were 
reduced  to  a  certain  ftandard.  It 
was  alfo  declared  that  the  difburfe- 
ments  under  the  head  of  penftons 
ftiouid  upon  no  pretence  be  fu fibred 
temporarily  to  exceed  the  limits 
prefer  ibed. 

A  meafure  of  a  ftmiiar  tendency 
related  to  the  referiptions,  a  fp'ecies 
of  financial  anticipations,  of  the 
reign  of  Louis  the  Fifteenth,  the 
payment  of  which  had  been  fuf- 
pended  by  the  abbe  Terray,  con¬ 
troller-general  in  the  year  1770, 
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&nd  which  had  fince  been  redeemed 
at  the  rate  of  125,000!.  per  annum. 
Of  this  dock  there  remained  nearly 
1,250,0001.  which  of  courfe  would 
be  redeemed  in  the  courfe  of  ten 
years.  But  it  was  thou  oh  t  that  the 

„•  ^  o 

very  exi {fence  of  fueh  a  frock  was 
a  (lain  upon  the  credit  of  govern¬ 
ment  that  could  not  be  too  foon 
removed.  Accordingly,  a  loan  was 
declared  on  the  twenty-fixth  of 

J 

Juno,  for  the  immediate  liquidation 
of  this  capital,  the  terms  five  per 
cent,  and  the  capital  to  be  redeemed 
at  the  fame  times,  and  in  the  fame 
proportions,  as  the  capital  of  tire 
referi  prions  was  to  have  been, 
according  to  the  old  regulation.. 
This  loan  was  made,  not  according 
to  the  ufual  practice  of  the  French 
government,  with  an  open  fubferip- 
tion  to  be  filled  fooner  or  later  as- 
the  public  might  feel  itfelf  inclined  ; 
but  -was  negociated  by  private  con- 
trad!  with  thq  receiver-general  of 
the  finances,  and  feems  to  have  been 
accepted  by  them,  rather  with  a 
view  to  ingratiate  themfelves  with 
government  than  from  motives  of 
immediate  emolument. 

An  objedt  of  greater  importance, 
that  feerned  to  demand  the  attention 
of  government,  was  the  fpirit  of 
speculation  that  had  lately  prevailed 
in  the  French  ftocks.  This  had’ 
rifen  to  fo  alarming  a  height,  as  to 
have  produced  combinations  of  men,, 
who,  in  the  execution  of  their  fyflem 
of  monopoly,  were  not  to  be  de¬ 
terred  from  their  purchafes  by  any 
mcreafe  in  the  market  price  ;  con¬ 
fident,  that,  before  the  period  fixed: 
for  the  execution  of  their  contracts, 
they  could  fo  foreftal  the  fpecies  of 
ftock  in  which  they  dealt,,  ns  to  oc- 
cafion  it  to  fell  at  a  price  (lilt  higher. 
The  purchafes’ and  Dies  of  this  fort 
were  enormous,  both  in  number  and 
amount,  id  that  in  India  and. other 


ftocks  it  was  found,  that  engage* 
merits  were  entered  into  by  differ¬ 
ent  Speculators  for  the  delivery  of 
actions  by  a  certain  day,  to  a  fum 
greatly  exceeding  the  capitals  of  the 
reipeffive  companies. 

This  alarming  and  difgraceful 
phenomenon  i-s  certainly  in  the  firft 
place  to-  be  cenfidered  as  one  of  the 
eonfeqnences  of  Mr.  Necker’s  fyft 
tem  of  loans  without  taxes.  In 
the  Englifh  fyftem  of  finances,  when¬ 
ever  a  new  firm  of  money  is  bor¬ 
rowed  bv  government,  a  new  branch 
of  impoft  is  introduced  as  an  in- 
difpenfible  collateral,  and  is  confF 
do  red  in  the  light  of  a  property 
mortgaged  for  the  perpetual  dif 
charge  of  the  accruing  annuity. 
The  proceeding  appears  founded  in 
tea  fan  and  common  fenfe.  Mr, 
Necker,  by  adopting  a  contrary  fyf¬ 
tem,  was  obliged  to  borrow  money 
under  peculiar  difad  vantages,  and 
to  hold  out  allurements  -to  the  len¬ 
der,  the  nature  of  which  is  incon- 
ftftent  with  a  found  principle  of 
finance,  and  with  .the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  rediitude  and  good  man¬ 
ners  in  the  nation.  To  this  fource 
we  are  to  trace  the  lotteries,  the 
life-annuities,  and  the  loans  fubjedr 
to  a  periodical  redemption,  which, 
have  for  fome  years  conftituted  the 
only  fources  of  French  economy. 

But  the  plan  of  Mr.  Necker* 
though  it  were  the  remote  fource 
of  the  fpirit  of  ftock -jobbing,  was- 
not  alone  adequate  to  the  engender¬ 
ing  this  peftilence  of  the  body  po¬ 
litic.  Speculation  delights  lefs  in 
the  commerce  of  government  funds, 
Fhe  intereft  of  which  is  regular  and 
notorious,  than  in  negoci'atmg  the 
ftock  of  trading  companies,  who, 
making  an  annual  dividend  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  their  real  or  imaginary 
profperify,.  afford  a  wider  field  for 
conjectures^  artifice,  and  deception. 

The: 
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The  chief  materials  of  the  prefent 
diforder,  were  the  actions  of  the 
Caiffe  d’efc-ompte,  of  the  Spanifh 
bank  of  Saint  Charles,  of  the  new 
Eafi  India  company,  of  the  com¬ 
pany  of  the  water-works  of  Paris, 
of  the  infti ranee  arid  various  other 
Companies,  which  had  been  multi¬ 
plied  of  late  years  to  a  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  amount. 

That  the  practice,  which  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  continually  gaining  ground, 
was  greatly  injurious  to  the  people 
of  France,  was  fufficiently  evident. 
Targe  fums  of  money  being  em¬ 
ployed  in  thefe  operations,  created 
indeed  a  partial  appearance  of  cir¬ 
culation  and  prof'perity.  But  this 
very  appearance  was  a  fymptom  of 
difea fie.  The  wealth  of  individu¬ 
als  was  turned  into  an  unnatural 
channel.  The  money,  which  in  a 
well-regulated  hate  is  employed  in 
the  advances  of  agriculture,  manti- 
faflures,  and  commerce,  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  commerce,  which,  with 
regard  to  the  public  and  mankind, 
mu  ft  for  ever  be  Unproductive, 
which  confifts  in  the  transfer  of  ex- 
ifting  wealth  from  one  fet  of  per- 
Tons  to  another,  but  can  never  in- 
creafe  the  national  riches  by  a  fingle 
atom.  Add  to  this  the  manners  and 

fyftem  of  conduct  it  introduces.  In 
* 

every  other  commerce,  the  man 
who  gains,  acquires  a  profit  in  fome 
proportion  to  his  labour ;  and  the 
man  who  lofes,  punch  a  f. s  with  a* 
part  of  his  capital  the  neceftaries  . 
and  conveniences  of  life.  But  in 
pecuniary  {peculation,  the  Infer  has 
no  compenfation  with  which  to  con- 
iole  himfelf.  The  ait  of  the  gain¬ 
er  confifts  in  craft,  falfliood,  du¬ 
plicity,  and  prevarication  ;  and  its 
objefl  is  the  utter  ruin  of  the  per-  _ 
foil  with  whom  he  deals. 

That  proceedings  of  this  fort  de¬ 
manded  the  attention  of  govern¬ 
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ment,  is  incontrovertible.  The 
firft  effects  of  that  attention  appear¬ 
ed  in  an  order  of  council,  publifhed 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  January 
1785,  and  was  occafioned* by  a  mi- 
nifferial  decifion  refpefling  the  half 
yearly  dividend  of  the  proprietors 
of  the  caiffe  d’efcompte,  which  the 
directors  thought  proper  to  fix  at 
three  per  cent,  but  which  govern¬ 
ment  propofed  to  reduce  to  two  and 
three  fifths.  The  controller  gene¬ 
ral  at  length  gave  up  his  point,  and 
the  dividend  was  declared  accord¬ 
ingly  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  Janu¬ 
ary.  But  in  the  interval  the  order 
of  council  which  we  have  mention¬ 
ed  was  made,  the  purpofe  of  which 
was,  to  renew  the  prohibitions  a- 
gainft  fpeculations  refpe&mg  the  fu¬ 
ture  ftate  of  the  public  funds,  and 
bargains  for  the  delivery  of  flock  at 
a  certain  price  at  fome  determinate 
period  ;  to  declare  null  all  inch  con¬ 
trails  as  might  have  been  made  re- 
fpefling  the  dividend  of  the  caiffe 
d’efcompte  ;  and  to  direfl  the  re- 
floration  of  ail  advances  or  earnefl- 
money  which  might  have  been  paid 
on  account  of  fuch  contracts. 

A  fecond  arret  on  the  fame  fubjecl 
made  its  appearance  on  the  feventh 
of  Auguft.  The  principal  provi li¬ 
ons  of  this  aft  were,  that  transfers 
of  flock  fliould  be  negociated  only 
upon  the  public  exchange  •  that  the 
negociator  muff  be  a  broker  a  fling 
on  the  part  of  another,  and  not  an 
individual  difpofing  of  his  own  pro¬ 
perty  ;  and  that  every  perfon  bar¬ 
gaining  for  the  delivery  of  flock  at 
a  certain  price  at  fome  future  period, 
fhould  incur  a  penalty  of  one  thpu- 
fand  pounds  fieri  mg,  and  be  forbid¬ 
den  the  entrance  of  the  public  ex¬ 
change. 

The  third  afl  of  government  in 
relation  to  this  corrupt  fpecies  o£ 
commerce  was  dated  on  the  fecond 
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of  0<5lober,  and  proceeded  to  great  * 
er  lengths  than  thofe  which  had  pre¬ 
ceded  it.  It  was  introduced  with  a 
preamble  of  confiderable  length, 
in  which  it  was  endeavoured  to  be 
fhown,  that,  though  the  fpirit  of 
flock -jobbing  had  rifen  to  a  confider¬ 
able  height,  yet  the  evil  was  lefs 
real  than  apparent,  lefs  permanent 
than  momentary.  Though  the 
contracts  which  had  been  made 
might  amount  with  refpecl  to  cer¬ 
tain  kinds  of  flock  to  more  than  the 
entire  capital  of  the  flocks  them- 
felves,  that  amount  would  diminifli, 
when  it  was  confidered  that  the  fame 
contract  was  frequently  fold  over  and 
again,  but  its  execution  was  necefla- 
ry  only  by  the  lafl  buyer.  The 
embarraffment  would  appear  to  an 
enlightened  obferver  rather  as  a  fa- 
lutary  ieflon  to  the  inconfiderate 
dealer,  and  a  crifis,  which,  far  from 
inflicting  any  wound  upon  the  na- 
.  tional  credit,  would  prove  that  it 
was  independent  of  the  fluctuations 
.  of  private  opinion.  It  was  obferved, 
that  the  interference  of  govern¬ 
ment  in  tranfa&ions  of  this  fort 
would  be  reprefented  by  interefted 
perfons,  as  an  invafion  upon  the 
facrednefs  of  property,  and  an  ar¬ 
bitrary  attack  upon  the  liberty  of 
voluntary  engagements.  But  it 
was  in  truth  much  otherwife.  Ne¬ 
ver  had  the  rights  of  property  and 
focial  freedom  been  more  inviolable 
than  during  the  prelent  reign  ;  but 
it  was  far  from  being  a  juft  cohfe- 
quence  from  this  principle,  that 
men  fliould  be  permitted  to  entrap 
the  public  confidence,  by  felling 
what  they  did  not  pofiefs,  what  they 
.  could  not  acquire,  what  did  not  ex- 
ifl.  It  was  evident  that  Inch  bar¬ 
gains  violated  all  the  principle^  of 
commerce,  difturbed  the  regular 
n^ociations  of  national  flock,  cor¬ 
rupted  the  ^eneial  circulation  by 


the  influx  of  a  fufpicious  mixture, 
and  tended  to  the  entire  annihilation 
of  credit  and  confidence. 

Such  were  the  reafonings  upon 
which  government  proceeded  to  ap¬ 
point  three  commiiTioners,  mailers 
of  requeils,  to  take  cognizance  of 
all  illegal  bargains  and  fales  in  the 
public  flocks.  Perfons,  granting 
contia&s  for  the  delivery  of  flock 
at  a  certain  price  at  fome  future  pe¬ 
riod,  were  obliged,  on  or  before  the 
twentieth  of  October,  toconiignthe 
a&ual  flock  to  a  notary  public,  and 
to  deliver  in  an  account  to  the 
commiffioners.  The  perfons  who 
were  unable  to  effect  this  confign- 
ment,  were  required  to  give  an  ac¬ 
count  to  the  commiffioners  within 
the  fame  period  of  the  amount  of 
their  contracts,  of  the  modes  pro- 
poled  by  them  for  fulfilling  their 
engagements,  or  of  the  gradual  li¬ 
quidation,  which  it  might  be  necef* 
fary  to  fubflitute  in  its  place.  The 
commiffioners  were  authorized  to 
proceed  in  the  prefence  of  the  par¬ 
ties  or  in  their  default,  to  regulate 
their  refpe&ive  interefts  upon  the 
conditions  they  fliould  judge  equit¬ 
able,  and  to  pronounce  upon  the  va¬ 
lidity  or  nullity  of  the  engagements. 
An  appeal  was  granted  from  their 
decifion  to  the  king  in  council ;  and 
their  contracts,  which  were  not  by 
the  voluntary  a£t  of  the  parties 
brought  under  the  infpe&ion  of  the 
commiffioners,  were  declared  ipfo 
faCto  void  and  of  no  effeCt. 

Tliefe  proceedings  of  govern¬ 
ment  did  not  every  where  meet  with 
the  applaufe  of  the  people  at  large. 
The  perfons,  who  fuffered  by  the 
compulfory  annihilation  of  their 
contracts,  mn ft  of  courfe  be  expect¬ 
ed  to  harbour  a  fpirit  of  refentment, 
and  to  defire  rather  to  extend  than 
fupprefs  their  difeontent.  Certain 
it  was,  that  the  interference  was  vio¬ 
lent 
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lent  and  arbitrary,  and  that  nothing 
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iefs  could  jtiftify  it  than  the  plea  of 
inevitable  neceffity.  It  was  al- 
iedged  by  government,  that  the  con- 
tca&s  that  fell  under  their  animad- 
verfion,  were  the  engagements  of 
perfons  to  deliver  at  a  certain  de¬ 
terminate  period,  ilock  which  they 
did  not  poffefs,  and  were  therefore 
contrary  to  all  the  known  principles 
of  negociation  and  exchange.  But 
in  anfwer  to  this  it  was  obferved, 
that  every  fpecies  of  commerce  con¬ 
tained  inftances  of  this  fort  of  en¬ 
gagement,  and  that  great  and  ex- 
teniive  trade  could  not  perhaps  be 
carried  on  without  them.  The  per¬ 
fons  who  had  acted  in  a  fimilar 
manner,  with  refpedt  to  the  public 
funds,  might  probably  be  divided 
into  Several  claffes  ;  perfons  of  pure 
principles  and  honeft  intentions ; 
inch  as  might  have  been  influenced 
by  motives,  temporifing  and  impro¬ 
per,  but  whofe  characters  were  not 
jrrecoverablv  bad  ;  and  thofe  whofe 
avowed  objeCl  it  was  to  prey  upon 
the  diftre-fles  and  ruin  of  their  fel¬ 
low-creatures.  All  thefe  perfons 
were  placed  by  the  aCts  of  council 
upon  a  level.  They  were  treated 
as  having  made  engagements,  the 
existence  of  which  was  at  the  mercy 
of  government.  A  tribunal  was 
introduced  into  concerns  of  a  na¬ 
ture,  in  which  it  was  difficult  to 
avoid  partiality,  impoffible  to  efcape 
from  fufpihon  and  reproach.  The 
fubietff  in  general  was  taught  to  im¬ 
bibe  principles  of  ill  faith,  and  to 
coniider  voluntary  and  formal  en¬ 
gagements,  as  liable  to  be  fuddeniy 
diflblved  by  the  interference  of  a 
foreign  power.  It  was  remarked  in 
the  arret,  that  the  prefent  embar- 
raiTment  might  ferve  as  a  leflbn  to 
future  imprudence.  But  it  would 
be  found,  it  was  anfwefed,  ill  cal¬ 
culated  for  that  purpofe.  Impru- 
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dence  is  a  deficiency  of  the  mind, 
that  leads  us  to  overlook,  in  fome 
important  confideration,  circum- 
ffances  that  ought  to  have  entered 
into  our  eftimate.  But  the  inter¬ 
ference  of  government  diflolving 
the  voluntary  engagements  of  indi¬ 
viduals,  was  not  a  circumffiance  of 
that  nature.  To  thefe  arguments 
was  added,  by  the  adversaries  of 
the  controller-general,  an  imputa¬ 
tion  of  finifter  motives,  and  this 
imputation  was  endeavoured  to  be 
confirmed  by  an  allufion  tb  his  con¬ 
nection  with  Mr.  le  Couteulx  de  la 
Norave,  an  eminent  banker  of  the 
city  of  Paris.  But  a  connection  be¬ 
tween  a  minifter  of  finance  and  a 
perfon  of  this  defcription,  is  too 
fimple  a  circumftance  to  afford 
ground  for  fo  heinous  a  charge.  It 
Should  feem  however,  that  thefe 
meafures,  however  honeltly  de- 
figned,  or  wifely  projected,  did  not 
produce  any  Sufficient  or  perma¬ 
nent  effeCt. 

We  have  already  faid,  that  the 
accounts  of  the  year  1785  were 
wound  up  with  a  loan.  The  a- 
mount  of  the  loan  was  3,330,000}. 
fieri i  ng,  with  an  intereft  of  five 
per  cent,  and  the  capital  redeem¬ 
able  in  a  period  of  ten  years.  In 
the  preamble  to  the  edift  by  which 
it  was  ellablifhed,  it  was  remarked, 
that,  not  withffandi  ng  the  confider- 
able  expence^;  of  the  year,  the  pay¬ 
ments  relative  to  the  different  fer- 
vices  had  not  on  that  account  been 
retarded  for  a  moment,  the  periods 
to  which  the  faith  of  government 
had  been  pledged  had  been  punc¬ 
tually  obferved,  the  terms  of  cei- 
tain  redemptions  had  even  been 
anticipated,  and  the  arrears  of  the 
public  annuitants  had  been  dis¬ 
charged  with  greater  regularity  than 
in  any  former  mftance,  it  was 
added,  that  government  was  now 
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arrp^sd  at  the  moment  of  liquidat¬ 
ing  not  oniy  the  debts  of  the  ia.it 
war,  but  like  wife  the  reiidues  of 
the  various  departments;  that  their 
entire  acquittal  would  take  place  in 
the  year  1786;  and  that,  though 
recourie  was  now  had  with  regret 
to  a  loan,  vet  the  king  had  the  fa- 
tisfa6H.on.9f  being  allured,  that  with 
this  afliftance  he  fliould  be  able  to 
effect  that  entire  clearance  with¬ 
out  which  order  was  impohible, 
and  to  maintain  that  abundance  of 
refource,  to  which  the  moft  ufoful 
■operations  were  indebted  for  their 
energy  and  exiHence. 

The  edict  for  efcabiifhing  this 
loan  encountered  the  greateft  difth- 
culties  on  the  part  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Paris,  whofe  bufinefs  it 
was  to  record  it  in  the  public  regis¬ 
ters.  On  the  twentieth  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  the  king  fignified  to  the  ft  leek 
deputation,  who  were  commiffioned 
to  convey  to  him  the  repetition  of 
their  refpekrui  remon finances,  that 
lie  expeked  to  be  obeyed  without 
farther  delay.  Accordingly,  the 
ceremony  of  the  regiflering  took 
:place  on  the  next  day  ;  but  was 
accompanied  with  a  resolution,  im¬ 
porting,  that  public,  economy  was 
the  only  genuine  fource  of  abun¬ 
dant  revenues,  the  onlv  means  of 
providing  for  the  neceflities  of  the 
Hate,  and  .of  reftoring  that  credit 
which  borrowing  had  reduced  to  the 
brink  of  ruin. 

This  proceeding  being  known, 
the  king  required  on  the  twenty- 
third  the  attendance  of  the  grand 
deputation  of  the  parliament.  On 
that  occafion  he  erafed  from  their 
records  the  refolution  that  had  been 
adopted ;  and  obferved,  that  an  af- 
f  mbly  fo  thoroughly  verfed  in  the 
efrablifhed  forms  ought  never  to 
have  inferted  in  the  ak  of  reyifter- 

•  u 

|ng?.  deftinecl  to  be  publifhed  in  tlie 


moft  extenfive  manner,  c  ire  uni- 
fiances  which  exrfted  only  in  the 
Intimate  relation  they  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  hold  with  the  fbVereigm 
That  the  parliament  fliould  conn 
muni  cate  by  itsrefp.ekful  repr  Ment¬ 
ations  whatever  might  intereH  the 
.good  of  the ‘public  fervice  and  the 
happinefs  of  the  people,  was  pern 
fekjv  agreeable  to  his  majeffiy’s 
plea  in  re ;  but  he  would  never  com 
lent,  that  they  fhould  fo  far  abufe 
his  confidence  and  clemency,  as  to 
make  tliemHlves  at  all  times  and  in 
all  places,  the  cenfors  of  his  admffi 
nitration.  He  expected,  that 
parliament  fliould  coniine  the  ex-? 
preiiions  of  their  zeal  within  the  li¬ 
mps  .  of  that  wifdom  and  loyalty 
which  impreiTed  the  hearts  or  its 
members.  He  declared  hirnfelf  fa- 
tisfied  with  his  controller-general, 
and  determined  on  no  account  to 
buffer  groundlefs  apprehend ons  tq 
interfere  with  the  execution  of  plans 
calculated  for  the  good  of  the  Hate, 
and  the  eafe  of  the  nation.  He 
directed  the  difmiffion  of  one  of 
their  officers  from  farther  fervice. 

The  difficulties  that  attended  this 
tranfakion,  induced  Mr.  de  Caioune 
toercuke,  with  more  anxiety  than 
he  had  hitherto  done,  into  the  real 
Hate  of  the  public  finances.  That 
he  had  maintained  the  molt  ferupu- 
lous  punctuality  in  every  public 
payment,  was  a  circumflsnce  highly 
to  his  honour,  and  wVch  we  have 
never  been  qu  ftioned  by  his  molt 
inveterate  enemies.  The  other  af- 
feigion  of  the  preamble  to  the  edik 
of  a  loan,  refpeking  the  profperous 
and  enviable  fid-nation  of  the  public 
revenue,  -  was  of  a  more  ambiguous 
charaker.  It  was  probably  tfue  in 
the  flrikeH  and  moft  limited  con- 
Hrukion  of  the  words  of  the  edik  ; 
but  it  was  not  true  in  the  general 
ffinfe  in  which  it  would  Hr  ike  a 
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Superficial  obferver,  It  might  per¬ 
haps  be  proper  to  keep  the  fubjeft 
for  a  certain  period  in  a  conhderabie 
degree  of  obfcurity,  and  not  to  dif- 
ciofe  to  the  public  the  true  didicnl- 
ties  of  their  ht  nation,  rill  the  preeife 
moment  when  the  remedies  were 
prepared  for  their  adoption.  But 
it  can  hardly  be  believed,  that  Mr. 
de  Calonne  did  not  already  fuipect, 
that  the  revenue  was  fo  circum- 
ftanced  as  not  to  admit  of  a  true 
balance  without  the  application  of 
inch  remedies.  He  faw  that  the 
period  of  invefu  gating  the  public 
fituation  could  be  deferred  no  long- 
i€r.  He  perceived  that  the  parlia¬ 
ment  was  neither  a  fit  infirument 
for  introducing  a  new  order  into 
public  affairs,  nor  would  fubmit  to 
be  a  padive  machine  for  fanction- 
ing  the  plans  of  a  minuter,  even  if 
thofe  plans  were  the  emanations  of 
jperfed  wiiclom.  They  had  neither 
temper  to  be  inllmded,  nor  energy 
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Grand  Prayed  of  Mr*  de  Calonne. 

IT  has  perhaps  been  the  fortune 
of  every  country  that  has  at¬ 
tained  to  a  high  degree  of  know¬ 
ledge  and  civilization,  to  poflefs  in 
fome  period  of  its  hillory  the  blefT- 
ings  of  freedom.  France  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  an  exception  to  this 
rule.  In  literature  fhe  may  be  re¬ 
garded  as  having  been  the  did  a  tor 
of  Europe  ;  in  policy  and  internal 
government,  her  advantages  have 
been  few.  Many  dates  had  been 
able  to  create  to  themfelves  a  bafis 
of  f  redom,  more  or  lefs  perfect, 


if 

and  charader  enough  to  render  their  . 
luffrage  decifiye.  He  believed,  that 
by  the  meaftires  he  had  already 
adopted,  meafures  of  many  of 
which  the  ability  and  the  falutary 
tendency  cannot  be  denied,  he  had 
prepared  the  way  for  rendering  that 
crifis  aufpicious,  which  the  fituation 
of  the  public  made  indifpenfible. 
He  had  reftored  credit  to  the  trea¬ 
sury,  he  had  eflablifited  an  inviol¬ 
able  fund  for  the  diicharge  of  the 
public  burthens,  he  had  given  proofs 
of  a  mind  capable  of  the  greatefl 
Undertakings,  He  came  therefore 
to  the  investigation  of  thefe  new 
einbaraflrn.ents,  not  with  reluHance 
and  apprehenhon,  but  with-  a  head 
active  and  fertile,  a  difpofition  vi¬ 
gorous,  ardent  and  -enterprifing, 
and  a  heart  capable  of  t  hi  riling 
after  immortal  fame,  and  of  defir¬ 
ing  in  no  common  degree  public 
happineis  jand  public  virtue. 


,  ■  .  .  .  -  j7  ;  — 

P.  II, 

*7  emporary  Expedients  of  Finance , 

out  of  the  ruins  of  the  feudal  lyf- 
tem  :  France  was  not  equally  for¬ 
tunate,  The  narrow  and  fyftema- 
tical  government  of  Charles  the 
Wife,  the  mean  and  felfrih  policy  of 
Louis  the  Eleventh,  the  grafping 
ambition  of  Richelieu,  and  the  os¬ 
tentatious  ddpotifm  of  Louis  the 
Fourteenth,  had  fuccellively  crufhed 
and  overborne  fuch  fyroptoms  of 
fpirit  and  independence,  as  occafion- 
ally  difplaved  themfelves.  Few 
countries  have  produced  more  ani¬ 
mated  and  judicious  comport  ions 
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on  the  fubjeft  of  liberty.  The  re¬ 
putation  of  Montefquieu,  Roufieau, 
Helvetius,  Mably,  Raynal,  and 
others,  will  not  be  confined  to  the 
nation  in  which  they  wrote,  but 
will  probably  furvive  to  a  diftant 
pofterity.  It  is  however  remark¬ 
able,  that  thefe  writers  appear  to 
agree  apiong  themfelves  in  defpair- 
ing  of  the  public,  in  treating  the 
French  as  a  people  incapable  of  the 
advantages  of  freedom.  Perhaps 
this  was  the  impreflion  which  the 
contemplation  of  an  odious  and  op- 
preffive  form  of  government  might 
be  expected  to  make  upon  minds  of 
fonfibility  and  refinement,,  Rut  it 
may  be,  they  coimted  too  little  upon 
the  influence  of  their  own  writings. 
Some  of  the  very  circumftances  that 
excited  their  apprehensions,  were 
favourable  to  the  idea  of  a  revolu¬ 
tion.  A  form  of  government  that 
fubfifted  upon  fpies,  informers,  and 
fecret  imprifonment ;  a  fvlfem  of 
privileges  that  regularly  exempted 
the  moil  opulent  orders  of  the  hate 
from  an  adequate  contribution  to 
the  public  burthens ;  were  traits 
too  corrupt  in  their  nature  not  to 
include  in  themfelves  as  it  were  a 
principle  of  renovation. 

The  fources  of  national  enfran- 
chifement  have  always  been  illumi- 
nation  and  wifdom  in  the  people  at 
large ;  the  pccafion  is  generally  tp 
be  found  in  the  pecuniary  embar- 
rafiments  of  government.  It  was 
thus  that  the  neceflitous  fituation  of 
the  horde  of  Stuart  upon  their  ac- 
ceflipn  to  the  throne  of  England, 
became  the  means  of  difplaying  the 
patriotjfm  of  a  Pym  and  a  Hamp¬ 
den,  a  RufTel  aqd  a  Sydney.  The 
value  of  all  commodities  was 
changed,  and  tl]e  amount  of  the 
fubfidies,  infleaq  of  rifing  along 
with  this  circumilance,  had  funk 
greatly  below  their  original  value. 


Elizabeth  underftood  the  fituation, 
and  encountered  it  with  the  moft 
rigid  frugality.  The  princes  of 
the  houfe  of  Stuart  were  incapable 
of  this  comprehenfion,  and,  by  their 
profufenefs  and  prodigality,  ad¬ 
vanced  with  hafty  fteps  to  the  ruin 
of  their  prerogative. 

Mr.  de  Caionne,  at  the  period  of 
which  we  are  treating,  perceived 
the  neeefiity  of  having  recourfe  to  a 
new  fyitem  of  policy.  The  parlia¬ 
ments  were  obflinate  and  unmanage¬ 
able.  Senlible  that  there  was  no 
other  body  in  the  nation  that  could 
plead  againft  the  king  the  ca ufe  of 
the  people,  they  had  indulged  in 
the  mod  ridiculous  pretentions. 
There  was  not  an  attribute  of  a 
genuine  legiflatlve  afiembly,  that 
they  did  not  feem  defirous  to  engrofs 
to  themfelves,  They  aimed  at  in¬ 
troducing  the  mod  narrow  and  in¬ 
jurious  of  all  ariftoeracies ;  a  body 
of  lawyers,  originally  indebted  for 
their  appointments  to  the  king,  but 
ultimately  claiming  the  right  of 
dilating  both  to  the  king  and  the 
nation.  But,  odious  as  the  parlia¬ 
ments  v/ere,  abftradtedly  confidered, 
they  were  In  a  certain  degree  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  the  nation,  as  being  the 
only  check  upon  the  predominant 
power,  that  of  the  fovereign.  In¬ 
genious  and  enlightened  therefore 
as  were  the  people  of  France,  ea¬ 
gerly  as  they  had  imbibed  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  liberty  and  independence, 
in  the  writings  of  their  darling  au¬ 
thors,  this  was  not  a  moment  in 
which  to  fupprefs  the  only  power  of 
control  that  remained,  and  to  ren¬ 
der  the  government  more  arbitrary 
and  defpotical. 

Under  thefe  circumflances  the 
only  alternative  that  feemed  to  re¬ 
main,  was  to  have  recourfe  to  fome 
other  afiembly,  more  dignified  ancj 
folemn  in  its  character,  and  that 
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fhould  confld  in  a  greater  degree  of 
members  from  the  various  orders  of 
Che  if  ate  and  the  different  provinces 
of  the  kingdom.  This  feemed  to 
promife  to  be  a  popular  meafure. 
It  would  have  the  air  of  confulting 
the  nation  where  the  nation  was 
chiefly  concerned ;  it  would  imply 
a  deference  to  the  people  at  large, 
that  might  be  expected  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  ftate  of  public  opinion,  to  prove 
greatly  acceptable.  In  a  tranfac- 
tion  of  this  fort,  it  was  natural  to 
have  recourfe  to  precedent  refpeCt- 
ing  the  form  of  the  aflembly.  In 
different  periods  of  the  French  hif~ 
lory,  there  were  two  forts  of  pub¬ 
lic  convocation,  both  of  which  might 
be  regarded  as  in  fonie  meafure  re- 
prefentative  of  the  nation.  The 
true  and  legitimate  aflembly  was  the 
ff a tes -general,  freely  chofen  by  the 
different  orders  and  provinces  of* the 
kingdom.  Another  aflembly  had 
occafionally  been  fubftituted  in  the 
room  of  this,  either  on  account  of 
the  extraordinary  expedition  that 
was  thought  to  be  neceffary,  or  be- 
caufe  the  monarch,  jealous  of  his 
prerogatives,  was  unwilling  to  fub- 
mit  his  meafures  to  the  cenfure  of  a 
popular  aflembly.  This  was  the 
meeting  of  the  notables,  a  number 
of  perfons  from  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  feleCted  chiefly  from  the 
higher  ordefs  of  the  ffate,  and  no¬ 
minated  by  the  king  himfelf.  This 
aflembly  had  been  convened  by  king 
Henry  the  Fourth,  and  again  by 
Louis  the  Thirteenth.  The  ftates- 
gcneral  had  not  met  flnce  the  year 
1 6 1 4.  It  will  readily  be  imagined, 
that  it  was  the  notables  that  was 
fixed  upon  by  Mr.  de  Calonne,  as 
the  indrument  for  carrying  his  pro¬ 
ject  into  execution.  This,  conven¬ 
tion  feemed  to  aflimilate  better  with 
the  exifting  modes  of  government  ; 
and  was  more  likely  to  obtain  the 
jCQiifent  of  the  king  and  the  perfons 


intetefted  in  the  diredion  of  affairs, 
than  the  popular  aflembly  which 
they  doubtlefs  regarded  with  aver- 
flon. 

It  may  not  be  impertinent  in  this 
place  to  remark  the  fallacy  of  ge¬ 
neral  reafonings  upon  hidorical 
facts.  Political  writers  and  hidori- 
ans  are  apt  to  forget  that  the  cha¬ 
racters  that  fall  under  their  review, 
are  fufceptible  of  principles  and  pre¬ 
judices,  and  to  regard  them  as  in¬ 
fluenced  only  by  political  confedera¬ 
tions.  We  have  obferved,  that  the 
abolition  or  reftriCtion  of  the  parli¬ 
aments,  was  a  meafure  that  could 
fcarcely  have  been  adopted  with  any 
profpect  of  fuccels.  We  might 
have  added,  that  it  was  a  meafure 
for  which  Mr.  de  Calonne  would 
have  felt  very  little  predilection. 
Were  we  even  to  imagine  him  un- 
reftrained  from  the  introduction  of 
defpotifm  by  principles  of  reClitude 
and  duty,  his  prejudices  were  great¬ 
ly  in  favour  of  the  courts  of  juftice. 
Though  obliged  by  his  flotation  to 
ftruggle  with  their  intemperate  op- 
pofltion,  he  did  not  forget  that  be 
was  born  as  :t  were  in  the  profef- 
flon  of  the  magidracy,  and  he  was 
deeply  and  invincibly  attached  to 
their  interefts.  Perfonal  feelings  of 
a  flmilar  nature  were  not  probably 
without  their  influence  in  leading 
him  to  prefer  a  convention  of  the 
notables  to  the  aflembly  of  the 
ftates-general.  We  have  already 
obferved,  upon  the  inconfiffency  of 
his  charaCfer.  Formed  as  one  would 
imagine  to  comprehend  the  moft 
liberal  principles  of  commerce,  he 
repeatedly  in  his  meafures  adhered 
to  the  narrowed:  principles  of  mo¬ 
nopoly.  Formed  to  underhand  the 
bafls  of  property  and  the  fources  of 
national  wealth,  and  frequently  a- 
dopting  the  mod  generous  and  fpi- 
rited  ideas  upon  thefe  fubjeCts,  we 
deflderate  in  his  conduct  the  uni¬ 
form 
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form  purfuit  of  this  fydem.  In 
the  fame  manner,  though  no  man 
fiireiy  was  more  capable  of  under- 
danaing  the  benefits  of  freedom, 
and  the  rights  of  mankind,  though 
no  man  appears  in  certain  reipedfe 
to  have  loved  them  better,  yet  he 
buffered  the  prejudices  of  education 
and  an  unmeaning  attachment  and 
gratitude  to  the  individual  that  fill¬ 
ed  the  throne,  to  druggie,  fome- 
rimes  fuccefsfully  to  druggie,  with 
principles  of  ever  Jading  import¬ 
ance. 

The  fird  refyit  of  the  reflections 
of  Mr,  de  Calonne  in  this  inter- 
eding  fituation,  appeared  in  a  pro¬ 
ject  prefented  to  the  king  on  the 
twentieth  of  Augud  17 86,  but 
which  was  not  intended  for  the  eye 
of  the  public.  In  this  effay  he 
fets  out  with  obferving,  that  the 
melioration  of  the  finances  was  ef* 
fentiaily  connected  with  public  or¬ 
der,  and  that  they  could  not  be 
placed  upon  a  folid  bads,  otherwife 
than  by  the  reformation  of  what¬ 
ever  was  vicious  in  the  conditution 
ol  the  date.  What  the  national 
benefit  required,  could  not  be  ef¬ 
fected  by  partial  operations,  and 
the  reparation  of  the  whole  was 
neceffary  to  prevent  the  ruin  of  the 
whole.  Of  eonfequence  the  plan 
he  had  formed  embraced  all  the 
parts  of  the  monarchy,  and  was 
intended  to  bring  them  to  a  clofer 
union.  It  was  not  an  invention, 
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it  was  rather  an  abdradf  of  defigns 
for  the  public  good  that  had  long 
been  formed  by  the  abied  miniders. 
It  was  in  the  redrefs  of  abufes  that 
a  more  adequate  revenue  was  to  be 
fought ;  the  fame  operations  would 
produce  relief  to  the  opprelfed  and 
order  in  the  finances.  Mr.,  de 
Calonne  prefented  Ids  project  with 
confidence,  becaufe  he  felt  that  in¬ 
ternal  perfuafion,  with  which  it  was 
the  property  of  truth  only  to  -  be 


accompanied.  It  would  be  an  in- 
exhaudible  louroe  of  happinefs  to 
the  people  of  France  ;  it  would  fet 
the  monarch  for  ever  at  redrefpedt- 
mg  the  fituation  of  his  finances  ; 
it  would  raife  his  power  higher 
than  that  of  the  mod  prosperous 
of  his  ancedors,  and  enrol  his  name 
with  thofe  of  the  mod  virtuous  and 
enlightened  legifators.  The  mini- 
der  was  ready  to  facrifice  him  1  elf 
without  hcfitatk)n,  to  fecure  the 
fuccefs  of  fo  beneficent  a  plan ;  he 
would  not  regret  being  the  victim 
of  having  merely  attempted  it.  But 
what  rendered  his  prepofing  it  an 
abfolute  duty,  what  induced  him  to" 
conjure  his  majedy  to  adopt  it,  was, 
that,  out  of  the  circle  of  this  re¬ 
formation,  he  could  forefee  nothing 
but  calamity  and  ruin. 

Mr.  de  Calonne  intended  his  pre- 
fent  memorial  as  the  fketch  only  of 
a  more  circumftantial  difcuflion  j 
and  he  entered  upon  his  enquiry 
with  a  retrofpeft  to  the  adtual  date 
of  the  finances.  After  having  dated 
and  explained  the  amount  01  the  ac¬ 
tual  deficit,  he  intended  to  trace  it 
to  its  origin,  to  afcend  to  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  his  majedy ’s  acceffion,  and 
to  purfue  its  gradual  inc reale  to  the 
prefent  moment.  Such  was  the 
exiding  fituation,  that  toMmpofe 
new  taxes  was  impodible,  to  conti¬ 
nue  the  method  of  borrowing  was 
ruinous,  and  to  have  recourle  only 
to  economical  reforms,  would  be 
found  wholly  inadequate. 

In  considering  the  new  order  of 
things  it  would  be  necefiary  to  el- 
tabliih,  the  fil'd  point  Mr.  de  Ga- 
lcmne  had  to  examine  was  the  land- 
tax.  The  equalization  of  this  fpe- 
cies  of  revenue,  without  differing 
any  privilege  or  exemption  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  its  courfe,  was  the  fird  of 
all  laws,  the  hired  means  of  aug¬ 
menting  the  public  income,  with¬ 
out  injury  to  the  people,  the  only 

fecrefi 


FOREIGN 


H  I  S  T  O  R  T. 


19 


Secret  of  finance  that  was  vet  unap¬ 
plied.  Such  a  contribution  having 
for  its  bafts  the  entire  mafs  of  pro¬ 
duction,  might  be  collected  either 
in  kind  where  that  method  was 
practicable,  or  in  money  where  it 
was  otherwde  ;  would  be  the  im¬ 
mediate  fubftitute  of  the  prefent 
land-tax,  or  vingtiemes;  and  would 
lead,  by  the  natural  operation  of 
an  equitable  diftribution,  to  the  an¬ 
nihilation  of  all  taxes  that  were 
unequal  in  their  nature,  and  that 
bore  partially  upon  agriculture.  In 
this  object  was  unavoidably  included 
the  redemption  of  the  debt  of  the 
clergy. 

Nothing  was  more  definable  than 
the  perpetual  removal  of  arbitrary 
and  oppreffive  principles  from  every 
fpecies  of  taxation*  To  effecl  this 
Mr.  de  Caionne  propofed,  that  the 
particular  diftribution  of  every  im- 
poft  ihotild  be  made  by  the  contri¬ 
butors,  He  conceived,  that  he 
could  deduce  from  the  very  confti- 
tution  of  the  kingdom,  the  idea  of 
a  gradual  order  of  deliberative  aft 
lemblies,  through  the  channel  of 
which  the  fentiments  of  the  nation 
refpefttiiig  the  nature  of  the  public 
burthens,  might  be  regularly  con¬ 
veyed  without  impeachment  of  po¬ 
litical  order ;  the  taxes  lightened 
through  the  intervention  of  thofe 
who  bore  them  ;  and  many  benefits 
procured  to  the  nation,  which  would 
.  be  regarded  as  by  fo  much  the  more 
precious,  becaufe  they  were  the 
£phts  of  their  own  fo  ltd  tat  ion. 

In  applying  the  fame  principles 
to  agric  ulture,  Mr.  de  Caionne  re-? 
commended  the  giving  to  the  corn- 
trade  .an  entire  and  abfolute  free-r 
dom  ;  and  the  abolition  of  the  com 
vee,  or  eftabliftied  method  of  re¬ 
pairing  the  public  roads,  by  the 
rompuifory  labour  of  the  neigh- 
bom  ing  inhabitants,  fubftituting  in 
room  a  commutation  in  money. 


With  refpeCI  to  commerce,  it  was 
intended  to  aboil  fh  all  internal  taxa¬ 
tion  between  province  and  province, 
to  reduce  all  comrmodities  to  an  uni¬ 
form  tariff,  to  aboiifh  fuch  impofts 
as  might  be  fo  .-vd  confiderably  op™ 
preftive,  aryl  to  alleviate  by  an  im¬ 
portant  variation  the  burthen  of  the 
gibelle.  A  fcheme  for  remedying 
the  i:  conveniences  occafioned  by  the 
revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes, 
entered  into  this  part  of  the  plan. 

An  additional  article  in  the  pro¬ 
ject  of  Mr.  de  Caionne,  related  tq 
the  royal  domains.  Under  this 
head  he  propofed  the  abolition  of 
the  feudal  rights  as  they  refpeCted 
the  king,  the  fuppreftion  of  the  ex- 
ifting  admin iftration  of  river  and 
foreft  laws,  and  the  application  oi 
the  money  that  fhouid  accrue,  to 
the  liquidation  of  the  public  bur¬ 
thens. 

•  The  concluding  part  of  the  mi- 
nifter’s  plan  applied  thefe  projects 
to  their  immediate  object,  the  'meli¬ 
oration  of  the  revenue.  Here  he 
undertook  to  fhow  what  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  income  might  be  expected 
to  refult  from  the  rqeafures  pre- 
pofed  ;  wrhat  retrenchments  it  might 
be  practicable  to  introduce  into  the 
expenditure ;  and  what  ought  to 
conftitute  the  bafts  of  a  national 
credit,  capable  of  providing  re- 
fources  for  future  emergency.  For ' 
the  promotion  of  thefe  objects  he 
recommeixled  the  improving  the 
collection  of  the  ftamp  duties,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  moderate  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  their  amount  to  be  reftriCtect 
entirely  to  the  more  opulent  clafies ; 
the  adoption  of  certain  operations 
for  effecting  in  the  leaft  burthen- 
fome  manner  the  redemption  of 
fuch  parts  of  the  national  debt  as 
were  limited  in  their  period,  and 
for  gradually  comprefting  and  di- 
minifhing  the  amount  of  the  re. 
fource  of  anticipations ;  daftly,  the 
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devjfing  means  for  rendering  more 
national  and  more  ufeful  to  the 
public,  to  commerce,  and  to  the 
ftate,  the  important  eftablilhmenl 
of  the  caifie  d’efeompte.  The  pro¬ 
ject  concluded  with  the  propofal  of 
an  affernbly  of  notables,  as  the  in- 
difpenlible  condition  of  the  enter- 
prife,  the  mod  judicious  meafure 
for  the  removal  Gf  difficulties ;  for 
effedling  the  immediate  execution, 
and  fecuring  the  permanent  exift- 
ence  of  whatever  meafures  the  exi¬ 
gences  of  the  Rate  or  the  welfare 
of  the  public  might  render  defir- 
able. 

It  fhould  feem  to  be  impoffible 
.  to  review  this  grand  projedl  without 
feeling  difpofed  to  do  homage  to 
the  merits  of  its  author.  Perhaps 
in  no  inftance  in  the  annals  of  civil 
policy,  Hull  we  find  comprefled  into 
fo  narrow  compafs,  vieAvs  fo  compre- 
henfive  and  unconfined,  fo  profound  a 
difcernment  of  the  nature  of  govern- 
mentandthe  ffiurces  of  human  happi- 
nefs,  fo  magnanimous  a  fuperiority 
to  local  prejudices,  and  to  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  what  might  be  op- 
pofed  to  it  by  fufpicious  ufurpation 
and  interefted  cabal.  Other  mini- 
fters  have  introduced  partial  re¬ 
forms,  and  diffinguifhed  themfelves 
by  individual  enterprifes  for  the 
public  good  ;  but  their  undertak¬ 
ings  have  been  timorous  and  limit¬ 
ed.  Other  men  have  formed  entire 
Tyftems  of  general  melioration  and 
happinefs ;  but  it  has  been  in  the 
folitude  of  the  clofet  and  the  indo¬ 
lence  of  (peculation.  What  fufpi- 
cion  is  it  poffible  for  us  to  caff  upon 
the  motives  of  fuch  an  undertaking  ? 
Can  fuch  a  mafs  of  public  advan¬ 
tage  be  meditated,  and  no  advantage 
be  defigned  ?  What  petty  intereff 
could  the  minifter  have  in  fo  ar¬ 
duous  and  magnificent  an  enter- 
prize  ?  He  wanted,  it  may  be,  to 
perpetuate  himfelf  in  office.  But 


petty  intereff  had  recourfe  to  expe¬ 
dients  and  temporifing  ;  and,  what¬ 
ever  fome  may  imagine,  the  re¬ 
courfe  of  expedients  and  temporifing 
would  ftill,  to  a  groveling  difpofi 
tion,  have  appeared  productive. 
Could  the  mind  that  was  capable 
of  ripening  fo  vaft  a  project,  he 
blind  to  the  perils  that  mull  attend 
upon  its  execution  ?  If  this  were 
impoffible,  then  muff  the  minifter 
have  either  been  animated  by  the 
pureft  affection  for  his  country  and 
mankind,  or  by  a  thirft  of  lame* 
which,  when  it  is  directed  towards 
objedts  of  univerfal  benefit,  can 
fcarcelv  bv  anv  analyfis  be  fenarated 
from  virtue  itfelf.  The  projects  of 
Mr.  de  Calonne  have  obtained  the 
nioft  decifive  evidence  of  their  ex¬ 
treme  worth.  Succeeded  by  m mil¬ 
ters  of  the  raoft  hoffile  intention, 
and  who  purfued  his  reputation 
with  the  inoft  unexampled  afperity, 
thefe  very  minifters  were  obliged  to 
adopt,  and  by  adopting  to  applaud, 
the  meafiires  he  propofed.  His 
projects  bid  fair  for  fecuring  to 
themfelves  that  verdidl  which  is  the 
conffant  accompaniment  of  true 
fame.  They  may  be  for  a  time  re*- 
lifted,  and  their  author  calumniated 
and  vilified  ;  but  this  enmity  wiil 
terminate  in  their  adoption,  and 
the  future  eonftitution  of  France 
will  record  the  merit  of  Mr.  de  Ca~ 
lone.  Among  other'  circumftances, 
it  is  not  the  leaft  worthy  of  our  at* 
tention,  that  the  firft  projection  of 
thefe  meafures,  appears  to  have 
been  little  lefs  than  complete.  They 
underwent  a  remarkable  degree  of 
diicuffion  ;  but,  though  in  eonfe- 
quence  of  this,  Mr.  de  Oaloiyie 
thought  proper  to  vary  them  in  a 
few  circumftances  to  fuit  received 
prejudices,  he  never  law  occafion 
materially  to  alter  them  from  confi* 
derations  of  policy,  wifdom,  and 
juftice.  This  quality  ftiould  feem 

to 
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to  be  the  characleriftic  of  no  ordi¬ 
nary  mind. 

There  was  Something  however  in 
the  propofai.of  Mr.  de  Caionne  ele¬ 
vated,  grand,  and  fubiime,  which 
might  ferve  to  con  foie  its  author 
under  the  multiplied  difficulties  he 
muff  expect  to  encounter  m  its  exe¬ 
cution.  The  mi ’lifter  had  a  more 
painful  talk  to  difcharge.  An  un¬ 
dertaking  of  this  fort  mull  be  con¬ 
ducted  with  patience  and  delibera¬ 
tion  to  its  full  maturity.  In  his  ap- 
prehenfton,  the  fttuation  of  France 
had  by  no  means  been  ripe  for  fuch 
a  defigri  at  his  acceffion  to  office. 
He  had  not  felt  the  full  extent  of 
the  emergency  till  more  than  two 
years  after  that  event.  Perfons, 
that  {hail  reflect  upon  the'  greatnefs 
of  the  plan,  the  multiplied  re- 
fearches  that  were  necelTaiy  before 
it  could  be  properly  digefted,  the 
many  obftacles  that  would  inevitably 
oppofe  themfelves  to  its  execution, 
will  not  be  furprifed  that  twelve 
months  were  ultimately  confirmed 
in  the  Iran  factions  that  preceded 
the  fubmitting  it  to  the  affembled 
chiefs  of  the  nation.  But  how  was 
this  interval  to  be  provided  for  ? 
The  great  ftimuius  to  the  under¬ 
taking  was,  the  pecuniary  embar- 
r ailments  of  the  nation,  and  thefe 
embarraffiments  were  not  likely  to 
prejent  themfelves  with  Ids  impor¬ 
tunity  during  the  interval  we  have 
delcnbed.  The  ingenuous  and  a- 
vowed  refources  of  a  true  financier, 
were  Unit  up  upon  adminiftratiom 
A  new  tax  could  not  be  levied  ;  this 
would  be  indecently  to  anticipate 
the  dediion  of  the  alfembly  of 
notables.  A  new  loan  could  not  be 
raifed  ;  the  parliament  had  declared 
itfelf  hoftile  to  this  operation,  of 
finance,  and  at  the  p relent  moment 
the  experiment  was  not  to  be  made. 

The  deficit  of  the.  year  i  -84,  the 
fu.it  of  Mr.tde  Cdonne’s  ad  mini  f- 
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tration,  according  to  the  calcula¬ 
tions  that  were  now  made,  appear¬ 
ed  to  amount  to  3,  ^  30,000!.  fter- 
ling ;  and  the  deficit  of  the  year 
1786,  was  4,200, oool.  excluftve  of 
the  loan  of  December  1783,  the 
amount  of  which  was  applied  to  the 
difeharg-e  of  the  arrears  of  the  na- 
val  department,  that  ft  ill  remained 
from  the  expences  of  the  war.  The 
difference  of  thefe  twro  fums  appears 
to  corrcfpond  with  tolerable  accu¬ 
racy  to  the  current  intereft  of  the 
loans,  which  had  been  made  in  the 
interval,  and  which  were  applied 
refpedively  either  to  the  difcharge 
of  arrears,  or  the  payment  of  the 
extraordinary  fervices  that  had  oc- 
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curred  during  this  period.  But  the 
entire  chafrn  we  have  fpecified  of 
4, 20c, oool.  muft  neceffarily  be  fill¬ 
ed  up ;  and  it  was  peculiarly  necef- 
fary  that  the  embarraffments  of  go¬ 
vernment  ftiould  not  be  fo  much  as 
fufpeded  by  the  nation,  till  the 
moment  that  was  deftined  for  their 
final  difclofure. 

The  only  refource  that  feemed  to 
remain  to  Mr.  de  Caionne,  and 
which  had  been  in  frequent  ufe 
with  his  predeceffors  in  office,  was 
that  of  creating  new  flock  in  the 
public  funds,  in  a  mode  not  formal 
and  direct,  and  which  therefore 
was  not  in  the  practice  of  being 
fubmitted  to  the  regiftery  of  the 
parliaments.  This  was  done  in  the 
following  mariner.  The  intereft  of 
individuals  in  the  Englifti  funds,  is 
afeertained  merely  by  an  entry  in 
the  accounts  of  the  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land.  In  France  every  man  is  his 
own  depositary,  and  conftantlv  re¬ 
tains  in  his  hands  a  certificate 
or  bill,  declaring  the  amount  of  his 
claim.  The  minifter  therefore, 
who  has  rerourfe  to  the  expedient 
we  have  mentioned,  fixes  upon  feme 
loan  whofe  capital  he  thinks  proper 
to  mertafe,  negociates  with  certain 
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ttioney  -  holders  or  favors,  the  a- 
motmt  of  the  fum  he  is  defirous  to 
raife,  and  then  dire&s  certificates 
to  be  ifitied  to  that  amount.  The 
only  check  upon  this  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  on  the  part  of  government, 
is.  the  entry  in  the  accounts  of  na¬ 
tional  flock,  which  are  publicly  kept 
at  the  Hotel  de  Viile. 

The  operations  of  this  fort  now 
adapted  by  the  controller  general, 
were  of  two  clafles.  The  loan  of 
March  1781,  had,  previoufly  to  his 
appointment  to  office,  received  an 
addition  of  300,0001.  ;  it  was  now 
•farther  increafed  by  a  fum  of  about 
2*200,oocl.  The  loan  of  January 
1782,  which,  from  a  capital  of  lefs 
than  3,000,000!.  had  rifen  at  that 
period  to  a  capital  of  more  than 
6,occ, cool,  now  received  an  addi¬ 
tion  of  i,qec,"  ocl.  Thefe  two  re- 
fources  combined  with  the  ordinary 
anticipations,  filled  up  the  deficit 
of  the  eflirnate  of  the  year  1786. 

A  proceeding  of  this  fort,  taken 
independently  of  the  particular  cir- 
cumflances  with  which  it  may  be 
connected,  is  doubtlefs  entitled  to 
our  unqualified  cenfure.  If  we 
eonfider  it  in  a  light  purely  financial, 
nothing  can  tend  fo  diredtly  to  the 
degradation  of  public  credit,  as  an 
indirect  interference  with  the  a- 
monnt  of  a  national  debt.  If  we 
eonfider  it  as  connected  with  the 
great  principles  of  policy,  no  form 
of  government  can  furely  be  more 
truly  deplorable,  than  that  which 
allows  a  minifter,  acting  in  the  name 
of  the  public,  to  borrow  large  furns 
of  money  in  any  private  manner 
with  impunity.  The  checks  which 
now  exifted  in  France  upon  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  financial  department, 
were  feeble,  ill -contrived,  and  in¬ 
adequate  ;  but  it  appears,  that  even 
thefe  checks  government  was  regu- 
iarly  accuitomed  to  fuperfede. 

Ko  apology  can  be  iuilicient  for 
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the  employment  of  Inch  a  reiourcH 
cut  that  of  iinfu rmoimtablg  rtecef- 
fity.  Situations  may  exift,  in  which 
a  proceeding  of  this  fort,  crimmaf 
in  its  abffcradt  nature,  may  even  be 
thought  intitled  to  approbation  and 
appiaufe.  At  all  events  it  de- 
ferves  to  be  remarked,  that,  in  the 
whole  of  Mr.  de  Cakmne’s  admi- 
niffration  taken  together,  this  expe¬ 
dient  fcarcely  appears  to  have  been 
fo  liberally  employed,  as  in  a  period 
of  time  of  equal  extent  immediately 
preceding ;  that  he  had  early  in  his 
admin  iff  ration  explicitly  condemned 
the  extenfion  of  loans,  though  in 
the  prefect  emergency  he  conceived 
himfelf  unable  to  difcover  any  other 
method  of  carrying  on  the  affairs  of 
government  ;  that  he  had  provided, 
and  as  it  fhould  feem  with  fuccefs, 
by  various  precautions,  to  prevent 
the  extenfion  of  his  own  loans  ;  and 
that,  exclufively  of  the  extenfion s 
that  have  been  defcribed,  he  had  hi¬ 
therto  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  ad- 
miniflration,  employed  this  refource 
only  to  the  amount  of  830,000b' 
fferling. 

O 

The  catalogue  of  the  tranfac- 
tions  of  the  government  of  France 
for  the  year  1786,  that  do  not  im¬ 
mediately  relate  to  the  topic  of 
finance,  is  far  from  being  numer¬ 
ous.  The  moft  confiderable  arti¬ 
cle  is  the  treaty  of  commerce  con¬ 
cluded  with  the  court  of  Great  Brb 
tain  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  and  which  has  already  been 
noticed  under  the  department  of 
domeflic  concerns  in  our  former 
volume.  It  had  been  preceded  on 
the  tenth  of  November  1783  by  a 
commercial  treaty  with  Holland, 
and  was  followed  on  the  eleventh 
of  January  17(87  by  a  com  pad  of 
the  fame  nature  with  the  emprefc 
of  Rulfia,  Thefe  contrads  Were 
formed  with  more  impartiality  and 
candour,  and  had  a  greater  tendency 

to 
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to  the  general  encouragement  of 
commerce,  than  is  commonly  to  be 
found  in  the  treaties  of  modern 
times.  Parties  in  Great  Britain 
were  fediilous  to  prove  that  the  ad¬ 
vantages  were  all  on  the  fide  of 
France,  as  her  commodities,  her 
wines  for  iiiftance,  were  endemial 
and  inalienable ;  whereas  hi  our 
commodities,  which  are  of  the  fpe- 
cies  of  manufactures,  we  can  boaft 
only  an  incidental  and  precarious 
fuperiority.  Among  the  French, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  treaty  ex¬ 
cited  murmurs,  and  was  criticifed 
with  afperity.  Their  manufacturers, 
like  the  manufacturers  of  every 
other  country,  were  anxious  to  unite 
indolence  and  the  acquifttion  of 
riches ;  and  would  rather  have 
been  indebted  for  their  fuccefs  to 
political  partialities,  than  to  fagacity, 
indufti*y,  and  the  natural  advantage 
which  the  artiian  of  every  country 
muft  poflefs  in  the  domeftic  market 
over  the  importing  artifan  of  any 
foreign  country.  The  philofopher 
will  not  greatly  fympathife  with  the 
apprehenfive  felfiihnefs  of  either  of 
thefe  parties.  He  will  behold  with 
complacence  the  tranfaCtions  of  go¬ 
vernments  and  Rates,  that  are  de- 
figned  to  co-operate  with  the  tend¬ 
encies  of  nature,  and  that  fuffer  her 
to  unfold  herfelf  in  her  genuine 
luxuriance  and  vigour.  Both  the 
Englifh  and  the  Ruffian  treaties 
were  limited  to  a  period  of  twelve 
years. 

While  France  was  engaged  in 
thefe  amicable  negotiations,  fbe 
did  not  entirely  forget  what  might 
feem  due  to  her  character  and  fitua- 
tion  in  the  fcale  of  nations.  The 
fortifications  of  Cherbourg  occu¬ 
pied  a  confiderabfe  degree  of  the 
‘  public  attention.  Similar  projects 
were  formed,  but  upon  a  fmaller 
fcale,  for  the  ports  of  Dunkirk  and 
Dieppe,  Sums  of  money  had  been 


expended  by  government  upon  the 
harbours  of  Rochelle  and  Havre.  It 
was  probably  in  order  to  give  great¬ 
er  eclat  and  energy  to  the  fir  ft  of 
thefe  works,  the  harbour  of  Cher¬ 
bourg,  that  the  king  vifited  that 
place  in  the  month  of  June.  The 
amount  of  what  was  expended  there 
on  the  part  of  government  during 
a  period  of  two  years,  was  38  ,oocI. 
fterling. 

The  fummonfes  for  calling  toge- 
ther  the  affembly  of  notables  were 
dated  on  the  twenty-ninth  nf  De^ 
cember.  They  were  addreffed  to 
feven  princes  of  the  blood,  nine 
dukes  and  peers  of  France,  eight 
fieid-marfhals,  twenty-two  nobles, 
eight  counfeltors  of  ftate,  four  maf- 
ters  of  rcquefts,  eleven  archbifhops 
and  bilhops,  thirry-feven  of  the 
heads  of  the  law,  twelve  deputies 
of  the  pays  d’etats,  the  lieutenant- 
civil,  and  twenty -five  magiftrates  of 
the  different  towns  of  the  kingdom* 
The  affembly  was  deftmed  to  con- 
ffft  of  one  hundred  and  forty-four 
members  ;  and  the  period  appoint¬ 
ed  for  their  opening,  was  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  the  folio  wing  month. 

As  this  important  event  was  more 
nearly  approaching,  it  became  in¬ 
cumbent  upon  the  members  of  ad- 
rniniftration  to  be  doubly  vigilant 
to  fuffer  no  finifter  event  to  over- 
fpread  the  profpeft,  or  to  alienate 
the  minds  of  the  nation  they  had 
undertaken  to  eonfult.  The  credit 
of  government  was  anxioufly  to  be 
maintained.  If  it  were  proper  to 
declare  the  ftate  of  affairs  explicitly, 
and  to  prefent  th,e  wounds  of  the 
community  to  be  healed  by  the 
community  itfelf,  it  was  however 
indifpenfible  till  that  ci'rcumftance, 
to  allow  the  health  of  the  public  to 
to  fuffer  no  farther  injury,  and  not 
to  permit  that  difoider  to  become 
irretrievable,  which  all  thefe  prepa¬ 
rations  were  intended  to  remove. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  principles  fieem  to  be  incon¬ 
trovertible  :  it  remains  to  be  confi- 
dered,  whether  the  meafures  adopt¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  de  Calonne,  as  the  beff 
or  the  only  expedients  that  the  lit  li¬ 
st  ion  would  admit,  were  really  en¬ 
titled  to  that  character. 

The  firft  thing  to  be  provided  for 
was  a  loan,  the  neceffitv  for  which 
certainly  was  not  altered  by  any  ap¬ 
parent  impoffibility  of  procuring 
an  ediCt  for  that  purpofe  to  be  re- 
giftered  by  the  parliament.  The 
meafures  of  finance  adopted  by  the 
notables,  would  of  courfe  be  the 
irefult,  not  the  precurfors  of  mvefti  • 
gation  ;  and  a  prudent  government 
would  not  fix  upon  the  era  of  fo 
novel  a  proceeding,  to  be  totally 
unprovided  of  funds  for  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  ftate.  The  manners 
of  the  nation  were  entirely  changed 
from  what  they  had  been  at  the  laid: 
meeting  of  fuch  an  atfembly  ;  their 
minds  were  become  in  a  much 
greater  degree  inquifitive,  indepen¬ 
dent,  intrepid,  and  adventurous.  Ad¬ 
mitting  in  its  failed:  extent  the  fa- 
gacity  of  calling  them  together,  it 
might  readily  be  fufpeCted,  that  the 
extent  of  their  refearches  was  not 
capable  of  previous  calculation.  E- 
vents  might  arife,  that  would  ren¬ 
der  their  difpofitions  pertinacious 
and  unmanageable,  and  draw  out 
their  debates  into  unexpected  pro¬ 
lixity.  Th°  convoking,  them,  at 
the  fame  time  that  it  was  fuppofed 
to  have  a  tendency  to  preclude  fu¬ 
ture  irregularities,  might  render  a 
final  deviation  in  the  prefent  mo¬ 
ment  only  fo  much  the  more  irrefift- 
ible. 

The  fym  that  Mr.  de  Calonne 
thought  it  neceffarv  to  procure  for 
the  public  treafury,  was  2,916,0001, 
A  mode  of  railing  this  fum  through 
the  medium  of  thecaifie  d’efepmpte, 
was  fuggefted  to  him  by  an  indivi- 
duaiconverfant  in  fijbjeCE  of  finance, 


and  ultimately  adopted.  The  in- 
tereft  of  the  money  was  fixed  at 
five  per  cent,  and  the  cable  was 
allowed  to  create  new  aCtions  to  the 
amount  of  the  principal.  The  loan 
was  negociated  in  the  month  of 
January  ;  and  in  the  fpring  of  the 
year  1787  extenfions  were  made  of 
preceding  loans  to  the  amount  of 
5<50,oooi.  fieri  mg. 

Another  objeCt  was  at  this  time-, 
imprefled  upon  the  attention  of  the 
minifier,  which  he  concei  ved  to  be  lit¬ 
tle  lefs  interefiing,  In  recapitulating 
the  events  of  the  year  1785,  we  had 
occafion  to  remark  upon  the  alarm¬ 
ing  and  deplorable  degree  in  which 
the  fpirit  of  gaming  had  infefied  the 
public  funds.  The  remedies,  which 
were  then  fuggefted,  though  fuffi- 
ciently  firong  in  their  nature,  did 
not  appear  to  be  attended  with  all 
the  falutary  effects  which  had  been 
hoped  from  them.  Partial  in  their 
operation,  momentary  in  their  ef¬ 
fects,  they  difperfed  a  cloud  which 
delayed  not  to  gather  a  fecond 
time,  and  to  threaten  the  moft  tre¬ 
mendous  confequences.  A  farther 
edift  had  appeared  upon  the  fub~ 
jeCt  in  the  month  of  October  1786, 
declaring  it  unlawful  in  perfons 
contracting  for  the  future  delivery 
of  ftock,  to  adopt  for  the  term  of 
their  contracts  a  more  difiant  period 
than  two  months.  This  meafure 
was  lefs  open  to  objection  than  thole 
of  the  former  year,  as  it  did  not  af~ 
fume  a  retrofpeCtive  power;  but  it 
was  far  from  ftriking  at  the  root 
of  the  evil,  and  putting  a  period  to 
the  alarms  that  government  had 
conceived. 

I11  all  extraordinary  emergencies, 
it  is  impoffible  that  thofe  who  are 
at  the  head  of  affairs,  Ihouki  not 
anxioufly  remark  the  fluctuations  of 
the  price  of  fiock-  Credit,  which 
is  fo  delicate  in  its  exifience,  as  to 
be  perceptibly  affeCted  by  imagina¬ 
ry 
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fy  caufes,  may  well  be  expedfed  td 
conceive  alarm  from  novelty  and 
innovation.  Faction  and' intrigue 
will  forhetimes  co-operate  with  the 
fpeculatioiis  of  avarice  and  the  ap- 
prehenfions  of  timidity,  and  occa- 
fion  an  inordinate  depreciation  in 
the  price  of  annuities.  Thefe  were 
the  reafo nines  that  fuggefled  them- 
felves  to  Vrergennes  and  Calonne, 
and  induced  them  to  conclude,  that, 
though  the  indirect  interference  of 
government  in  the  negociation  of 
actions  was  generally  tb  be  con- 
demned,  it  might  however  become 
upon  the  prefent  occafion  falutary 
and  advifable. 

The  find  proceeding  of  this  fort 
that  was  adopted,  was  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  41,6001.  in  the  purchafe 
of  fhares  in  the  loan  of  December 
1784,  commonly  called  the  loan  of 
125  millions,  which  feems  to  have 
been  regarded  as  the  flandard  of  the 
market.  The  final  expence  of  this 
operation  to  the  public,  was  feme- 
thing  more  than  2  5  per  cent  upon 
the  capital  advanced. 

But  this  proceeding  was  deemed 
inadequate  to  the  extent  of  the  emer¬ 
gency.  The  flocks,  as  we  have  already 
mentioned,  that  were  chiefly  affect¬ 
ed  by  the  {peculations  of  gamefters, 
were  not  the  fhares  of  the  national 
debt,  but  the  capitals  of  incorpo- 
/  rated  companies,  precarious  in  their 
exiftence,  and  fluctuating  in  their 
dividend.  The  new  Eaft  India 
company,  and 'the  company  of  the 
water-works  of  Paris,  were  thought 
in  a  particularly  critical  fituation,and 
any  extraordinary  depreciation  of 
their  flock,  would  affedt  by  rebound 
the  credit  of  the  national  debt.  A 
project  was  accordingly  formed  for 
employing  a  confederacy  of  flock- 
jobbers  themfeives  in  counteracting 
the  mifchiefs  of  inordinate  {pecula¬ 
tion.  Bills  upon  the  treafury  were 
made  out  in  favour  of  the  war  and 
1 7S8, 


the  home  departments,  for  fums  of 
money  they  did  not  immediately 
'Want,  but  which  entered  into  the 
eflimates  of  thofe  branches  for 
the  year  1787,  Thefe  bills  were- 
made  payable  at  different  periods  in 
the  concluding  months  of  year. 
They  were  of  courfe  ufeleis  to  the 
periotts  conducing  thofe  depart¬ 
ments,  and  wTere  diredfed  to  be  de¬ 
livered  by  them  to  certain  perfons 
habituated  to  deal  in  the  negociation 
of  frock.  Thefe  perfons  depofited 
their  receipts  4in  the  refpedfive 
offices,  and  engaged  themfeives 
to  rdf  ore  the  bills  one  month  before 
the  time  they  became  due.  The 
bills  were  then  depofited  in  the 
hands  of  certain  principal  bankers 
of  the  city  of  Paris,  who  advanced 
money  upon  them  to  the  dealers  in 
flock,  and  received  in  additional 
pledge  the  actions  that  were  pur- 
chafed.  Thefe  actions  were  of 
courfe  the  principal  fecurity  of  the 
bankers,  and  the  treafury  bills  were 
a  counter-fecurity  to  which  they 
might  allow  themfeives  to  have  re- 
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courfe,  if  the  direct  property  of  the 
flock-dealers,  placed  in  their  cuflody, 
did  not  prove  adequate  to  their  in¬ 
demnification.  At  all  events,  the 
dealers  were  engaged  to  replace  go¬ 
vernment  in  the  whole  amount,  it 
being  conceived  that  they  had  a 
fufficient  advantage  in  being  allow¬ 
ed  the  life  of  this  temporary  credit. 

A  flatefman,  whofe  own  views  are 
honourable  and  pure,  cannot  but  be 
confcious  to  feme  degree  of  regret, 
in  adopting  meafures  of  fo  ambigu-  / 
ous  a  character.  It  muff  indeed  be 
admitted,  that  almofl  all  extenfive 
objects  of  policy  confifl  in  a  choice 
of  evils,  and  that  an  nnqueflion- 
able  preponderance  of  public  bene¬ 
fit  on  one  fide  of  a  dilemma,  will 
fuffice  to  fanclify  proceedings  that 
abffradledly  we  could  not  refufe  to 
condemn*  If,  for  inflance,  it  could 
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be  proved,  that  national  bankrupt¬ 
cy,  and  all  its  hideous  train  of  evils, 
would  have  been  the  refult  of  an 
ill-timed  fcmpulofity  in  he  cafe  be¬ 
fore  us,  it  will  then  be  allowed, 
that  Mr.  de  Calonne  is  inti  tied  to 
our  applanfe,  in  having  rilked  his 
perfonal  reputation  rather  than  en¬ 
danger  the  date,whofe  welfare  he  was 
bound  to  promote.  A  man  ofperfed 
integrity  will  feldom  be  reduced  to 
£0  painful  a  choice  ;  but  when  he  is 
reduced  to  it,  no  cautious  timidity 
will  deter  him  from  purfuing  the 
g'ood  of  his  country. 

The  experiment  of  Mr.  de  Ca¬ 
lonne  was  attended  with  many  dis¬ 
agreeable  confequences,  feme  of 
which  might,  and  others  could  not 
have  been  forefeen.  The  fum  with 
which  the  fpeculators  were  intrud¬ 
ed  by  government,  amounted  to 
480,000!.  advanced  to  them  at  three 
•different  periods,  in  December,  in 
January,  and  in  March.  It  feems 
to  have  been  by  the  abidance  of  this 
credit,  that  a  company  of  gamedeis, 
the  mod  confiderable  of  whom  was 
the  abbe  d’Efpagnac,  were  enabled  to 
complete  an  iniquitous  projedt  they 
had  formed  of  monopolizing  the  en¬ 
tire  capital  of  the  new  Ead  India 
company.  In  the  purfuit  of  this 
cbjedf  they  bought  up  the  acdions 
with  rapidity,  fird  at  a  moderate, 
then  at  a  very  extravagant  price  ; 
and,  having  thus  created  an  artifi¬ 
cial  fcarcity,  fold  them  out  again 
without  a  moment’s  qualification  or 
delay,  at  the  rate  of  \  50  per  cent. 
By  this  operation  they  fecured  to 
themfelves  a  confiderable  profit, 'but 
by  no  means  correfponded  with  the 
intentions  of  government.  Their 
fpeculations  in  the  water-works’ 
company,  were  lefs  fuccefsful.  The 
price  of  the  actions  regularly  funk, 
notwithdanding  their  endeavours  to 
the  contrary  ;  and  it  feems  doubt¬ 
ful,  whether  they  did  not  lofe  more 


by  this  operation  than’  they^  gain¬ 
ed  by  their  confpiracy  upon  the 
dock  of  the  Ead  India  company. 
The  tranfadion  wasunfinifhed  when 
Mr.  de  Calonne  was  difmified  from 
his  office  ;  and  the  fequel  was  lefs 
promifing  than  it  might  have  been 
expected  to  prove,  if  it  had  not  been 
put  under  the  inaufpicious  influence 
of  his  inveterate  enemies. 

It  may  be  proper  to  introduce 
here  a  tranfadion  of  a  later  date, 
as  with  it  we  diall  be  enabled  to 
conclude  the  financial  operations  of 
this  celebrated  minider.  The  caifie 
d’efcompte,  the  national  bank  of 
the  kingdom  of  France,  faw  itfelf  re¬ 
duced  in  the  clofe  of  March  178710 
one  of  thofe  critical  Situations,  which 
had  repeatedly,  during  the  fhort  pe¬ 
riod  of  its  exidence,  appeared  to 
threaten  its  immediate  dhTolution* 
This  crifis  was  brought  upon  them 
by  their  own  rapacity  and  impru¬ 
dence.  Attraded  by  the  difpropor- 
tionate  allurements  held  out  to  them 
by  the  dock-dealers,  they  had  aded 
the  part  of  ufurers,  rather  than 
of  honourable  negociators ;  and  had 
diverted  their  application  from  the 
fuccour  of  commerce  to  the  pur- 
pofe  of  a  difhoned  trade  in  fpecii- 
lation  and  dratagem.  They  feem 
to  have  thought  it  diffident,  that 
they  abdained  from  gambling  them¬ 
felves,  and  they  believed  they  had 
a  right  to  repay  this  meritorious 
forbearance  by  fnpplying,  at  an  ex¬ 
orbitant  rate,  the  inexhaudible  de¬ 
mands  of  gamblers.  The  dims  dif- 
counted  by  the  caifie  amounted  to 
12,000,000!.  and  the  edablifhed  fil¬ 
tered  was  at  the  rate  of  1 2  per  cent 
per  annum.  The  confequence  of 
this  proceeding  was,  that  any  con- 
fiderable  variation  in  the  affairs  of 
the  dock  -  exchange,  occafioned  a 
proportionable  alarm  refpeding  the 
credit  of  the  national  bank  ;  and, 
as  the  price  of  dock  was  confiderably 
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diminifhed  at  the  period  we  have 
mentioned,  it  began  to  be  doubted, 
whether  fome  of  the  bills  with  the 
acceptance  of  the-  cable,  would  not 
be  obliged  to  be  protefled.  A  tin¬ 
gle  mifcarriage  of  this  fort  would  in 
itfelf  be  trifling  and  unimportant, 
but  in  its  confequences  it  might  in¬ 
volve  no  lefs  than  a  national  bank¬ 
ruptcy.  In  this  fltuation  govern¬ 
ment  found  it  neceflarv  to  advance 


the  fum  of  500,000!.  one  half  m 
fpecie  and  the  other  in  treafury- 
bills,  with  fix  months  credit,  for  the 
relief  of  the  caifle  d’efcompte 
and  othei  confiderable  banking- 
houfes  of  the  city  of  Paris.  The. 
advance  in  fpecie  was  engaged  to  be 
repaid  in  the  courfe  of  the  month 
of  April  or  the  beginning  of  May  ; 
and  the  treafurv-bills  to  be  replaced 
in  the  courfe  of  the  year  1787. 


C  H  A  P.  III. 

Meeting  of  the  Notables »  Different  Propofols  fuhmitted  to  them.  XJnpopu * 
larky  of  Mr.  de  Calonne.  Opposition  made  to  him  by  the  Count  de  Mira- 
beau.  By  the  Archhijhop  of  potdoufe.  He  is  df miffed. 


TH  E  members  of  the  afiembly 
of  notables  arrived  at  Paris 
in  the  month  of  January.  The 
attention  of  all  clafies  in  the  king¬ 
dom  was  fixed  upon  their  meeting, 
as  upon  an  important  era  in  the  na¬ 
tional  hilfory.  Politics  fo  far  occu¬ 
pied  the  minds  of  men,  particularly 
m  the  metropolis,  as  nearly  to  ex¬ 
clude  every  other  fubjedt  from  the.-, 
topics  of  their  converfation  and  the 
difcultions  of  their  periodical  writ¬ 
ings.  Few  men  perhaps  were  a- 
vvare  of  the  great  revolution  towards 
which  the  public  fituation  tended  ; 
but  all  were  in  a  certain  degree  in¬ 
fluenced  by  the  principles  that  led 
to  that  revolution.  The  very  men, 
who  hefitated  to  confefs,  were  not 
infenfible  to  the  wretched  fyilem  of 
policy  under  which  they  lived.  The 
whole  nation  of  France  wanted  no¬ 
thing  but  leaders,  that  fhould  blow 
up  the  flames  which  now  il  umbered 
imobferved  j  and  an  occafion  that 


Iliould  energife  and  concentre  the 
fragments,  which,  feeble  and  infig- 
nificant  in  the  prefent  moment,  yet, 
when  arranged  with  judgment  and 
animated  with  mind,  might  be 
ftrong  enough  to  batter  down  the 
lafi:  retrenchments  of  defpotifm. 

In  this  critical  and  anxious  ftate 
of  the  public  mind,  the  meft  trivial 
circumftances  w^ere  calculated  to 
produce  an  evident  effedf.  The 
opening  of  the  national  council  had 
been  fixed  for  the  twenty-ninth  of 
January  ;  it  was  now  poilponed  to 
the  feventh  ef  February.  The  rea- 
fon  that  feems  to  have  been  affign- 
ed  for  this,  was,,  that  the  hall,  fe~ 
lecled  for  the  place  of  their  meet¬ 
ing,  had  not  undergone  all  the  ne- 
ceffary  changes.  It  was  whifpered, 
that  Mr.  de  Calonne  was  not  abfo- 
lutely  prepared  to  meet  the  aflern- 
bly  he  had  brought  together,  and 
that  the  laft  hand  was  yet  to  be  put 
to  the  memorials  intended  to  be 
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fubmitted  to  them.  There  was  a 
fingular  want  of  liability  and  fyf- 
tem,  that  hung  about  this  diftin- 
guifhed  mi'nifter.  He  was  guilty  of 
overfights  that  the  moft  common 
underhand ing  has  force  enough  to 
detect,  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
perhaps  rofe  to  excellencies,  that 
will  engage  the  applaufe  of  the  phi- 
lofopher,  but  will  hardly  excite  the 
emulation  of  the  timid  and  fervile 
ftatefman.  The  delay  was  certainly 
injudicious.  Men  of  opulence  and 
rank  are  foured  at  the  leaf!  appear¬ 
ance  of  negledt.  It  was  the  defign 
of  Mr.  de  Caionne  rather  to  gain  the 
fandtion  or  the  notables,  by  the  fplen- 
ciid  ability  of  his  project  than  to 
derive  new  information  from  their 
reafonings  and  debates.  If  they 
debated,  they  would  affume  the 
gnife  of  a  legiflature  rather  than  a 
council  of  flate  ;  and  men  would 
•  begin  to  fix  their  affedlions  upon  a 
more  adequate  legiflature.  Rut  the 
plans  of  the  controller-general  could 
not  be  entirely  concealed;  fome  of 
them  had  been  intentionally  di¬ 
vulged  ;  and  what  other  fubjedl 
could  fo  naturally  engage  the  pre¬ 
mature  refleftions  of  the  notables, 
forced  from  their  ufual  employ¬ 
ments,  and  left  without  any  other 
occupation  for  their  leifure  ? 

The  count  cle  Vergennes,  prefi- 
dent  of  the  council  of  finance  and 
firfit  fecretary  of  flate,  had  for  fome 
time  been  in  a  precarious  flate  of 
health  ;  and  his  indifpofition  now 
became  fomewhat  alarming.  Mr. 
de  Caionne,  full  of  the  extenfive 
projeds  he  had  formed,  and  of  that 
ardour  which  diflinguifhes  an  ad¬ 
venturous  mind,  funk  under  the 
eagernefs  and  unremitted  induflry 
which  he  exerted,  and  was  alfo  in- 
difpofed.  Thefe  hindrances  natuv 
rally  occafioned  a  fecond  delay  of 
the  notables  ;  they  were  adjourned 
the  fourteenth.  On  the  thirteenth 
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the  count  de  Vergennes  expired. 
An  event  f<5  confiderably  affecting 
the  whole  arrangement  of  miniftry, 
could  not  do  lefs  than  occafion  a 
third  procraftination.  The  office 
of  prefident  of  the  council  of  finance, 
v/hich  had  been  created  for  this 
eminent  minifler,  was  buffered  to 
expire  with  him.  His  fucceifbr  in 
the  department  of  foreign  affairs 
was  the  count  de  Montmorm,  a  no¬ 
bleman  who  had  difcharged  the 
office  of  intendant  with  applaufe, 
and  has  fince  preferved  an  unble- 
mifhed  charadler  amidfl  ail  the  con- 
vulfions  of  his  country. 

It  is  a  problem  in  politics,  which 
has  not  yet  been  completely  decid¬ 
ed,  whether  in  the  prefent  imper¬ 
fect  flate  of  things  the  exiflence  of 
of  parties  and  political  connections 
be  moft  beneficial  or  injurious  to  a 
country.  In  England,  where, 
though  purfued  fy flematically,  they 
feldom  materially  affedl  the  public 
tranquillity,  they  are  undoubtedly 
productive  of  fome  advantages. 
Confiftency  is  given  to  the  frame  of 
adminiflration,  and  meafures  of  im¬ 
portance  and  magnitude  may  more 
eafily  be  expected  to  furvive  the  onfet 
of  prejudices,  interefted  views  and  the 
want  of  comprehenfion.  If  ever  any 
fyflem  required  the  firm  fupport  of 
a  number  of  men,  convinced  of  its 
utility  and  embarked  in  a  common 
caufe,  it  was  perhaps  this  of  Mr. 
de  Caionne.  But  he  was  reduced 
to  depend  folely  upon  the  refources 
of  his  own  mind.  Mr.  de  Vergen¬ 
nes,  with  a  difintereflednefs  and 
candour  that  muff  ever  be  recorded 
to  his  honour,  appears  to  have  en¬ 
tered  with  fincerity  and  warmth 
into  the  plans  of  his  illuftrions  coad¬ 
jutor  in  office.  But  the  other  mi- 
nifters  each  of  them  purfued  his 
feparate  views,  and  either  had  not 
the  difcernment  or  the  virtue  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  luperiority  of  the 
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minifter  of  finance.  The  mar¬ 
shal  de  Caftries,  Secretary  for  the 
marine  department,  was  personally 
attached  to  Mr.  Neckeiy  and  pre¬ 
ferred  the  interefts  of  friendship  to 
considerations  which  might  other- 
wife  have  engaged  his  Support.  The 
baron  de  Breteuil,  Secretary  for  the 
houfnold,  was  the  creature  of  the 
queen,  and  deeply  engaged  in  what 
was  called  the  AuRrian  fyftem.  The 
chevalier  de  Miromefnil,  keeper  of 
the  leals,  was  not  merely  indiffer¬ 
ent,  he  was  hoftile  to  the  inter  eRs 
of  the  controller-general.  Becom¬ 
ing  acquainted  at  this  time  with 
Some  circumftances  attending  the  ex- 
tenfion  of  loans  in  the  preceding 
year,  he  thought  proper  to  commu¬ 
nicate  perfonally  to  the  king  what 
he  Stated  as  the  clandeRine  proceed¬ 
ings  of  Mr.  de  Calonne.  The  king 
had  immediate  recourfe  to  the  do¬ 
cuments  with  which  the  controller- 
general  had  furnifhed  him,  and 
found  in  them  what  he  conceived  to 
be  a  Satisfactory  refutation  of  the 
charges  of  the  keeper  of  the  feals. 
The  affembly  of  notables  was 
opened  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  Fe¬ 
bruary.  In  the  Speech  of  the  Sove¬ 
reign  ailuSion  was  made  to  the  uSe 
that  had  been  made  of  this  body  by 
the  chief  of  the  Bourbons,  king 
Henry  the  Fourth.  He  informed 
the  affembly  in  a  few  words  of  the 
nature  of  the  projects  he  intended 
to  communicate  to  them.  It  was 
his  defign  to  meliorate  the  revenues 
of  the  Rate  ■  and  to  effect  their  en¬ 
tire  liberation  by  a  more  equal  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  taxes  ;  to  refeue 
commerce  in  general  from  the  fiiac- 
kies,  that  now  enflaved  it ;  and  to 
relieve,  as  far  as  circumRanc.es  would 
permit,  the  more  indigent  claffes  of 
his  fubjedts.  Confcious  that  all  thefe 
views  tended  to  the  public  good, 
and  that  every  member  of  that  body 
was  animated  with  zeal  for  his  fer* 
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vice,  he  had  recourfe,  with  the  rnoR 
entire  confidence,  to  their  advice  re>« 
Spelling  the  execution  of  his  inten¬ 
tions.  As  Soon  as  the  king  had 
fin  idled,  the  keeper  of  the  feals  ad* 
dreRed  the  affembly* 

The  controller-general  now  rofe. 
hie  began  his  difcourle  with  an  eu- 
logiuni  upon  the  Sovereign.  After 
having  created  a  marine,  and  ren¬ 
dered  the  G-allic  flag  univerfally  re- 
fpedtabie  ;  after  having  protected 
and  liberated  a  riling  nation,  which 
from  the  dependent  of  a  rival  pow*~ 
er  was  become  their  ally  ;  after 
having  terminated  an  honourable 
war  by  a  lafling  peace,  and  ffiown 
himfelf  worthy  to  be  the  moderator 
of  Europe  ;  the  king  had  not  given 
himfelf  up  to  a  Rerile  inadlion.  He 
had  extended  the  commerce  of  his 
Subjects  by  the  treaties  lately  con¬ 
cluded  with  Holland,  with  Britain 
and  with  Ruffia  ;  he  was  deflrous  o; 
placing  their  internal  welfare  upon 
the  moR  permanent  balls  by  intro¬ 
ducing  order  and  abundance  into 
the  public  finances.  Three  years 
had  been  exhauRed  in  the  prelimi¬ 
naries  of  this  great  objedt. 

Mr.de  Calonne  entered  into  a  his¬ 
torical  detail  of  the  progrefs  of  the 
deficit.  It  had  exiRed  for  centuries. 
The  Miffiffippi  fcheme  of  1720,  a- 
long  with  the  univerSal  concuffion 
it  had  occafioned  in  the  fortunes  of 
individuals,  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pected  to  reRore  the  balance  of  the 
public  revenues  and  expenditure  j 
but  the  fadt  was  otherwise.  Even 
under  the  economical  adminiRration 
of  cardinal  Fleury  the  deficit  Rill 
exiRed.  Common  opinion  was  a* 
gainR  this  affertion,  but  he  had  ve¬ 
rified  it  by  the  moR  inclifputable 
authorities.  The  progrefs  of  this 
derangement  under  the  laR  reign, 
had  been  extreme.  At  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  abbe  Terray  it  had  amount¬ 
ed  to  3?ooo?:oc'l.  Rerliug  \  that  mb 
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expences ;  the  affair  of  the  Schelde? 


nifler  had  reduced  it  to  1,675,0001. 
It  became  fomewhat  lefs  under  the 
the  ffiort  adminiftrations  that  fol¬ 
lowed  ;  it  rofe  again  in  confequence 
of  the  war  under  the  adminiflration 
of  Mr.  Necker.  That  minifler  re- 
figned  in  May  1781  ;  at  Mr.  de 
Calonne’s  acceffion  to  office  it  was 
3, 130,0001. 

The  controller-general  reprefented 
the  fituation  of  the  finances  in  the  clofe 
of  the  year  1783  as  diftrefsful  and 
alarming.  He  had  found  an  arrear 
of  9,i6o,ogc1.  of  the  expenditure  of 
the  war ;  3,3  30,000k  of  other  debts 
that  called  for  payment ;  and 
7, 330, occl.  of  anticipations  of  the 
year  1783  upon  the  revenues  of  the 
year  1784.  Thefe,  together  with 
the  deficit  of  3,330,000k  afforded  a 
total  of  23,150,0001.  To  this  fum 
the  controller-general  added  an  ar¬ 
rear  of  2,000,000k  that  it  had 
been  neceffary  to  advance  in  order  to 
bring  up  the  interefl  of  the  national 
debt,  which  was  exceffively  retard¬ 
ed,  to  the  appointed  periods  of  pay¬ 
ment. 

The  fituation  of  1787  afforded  a 
ftrikmg  contrail  to  the  fituation  of 
1783.  Money  was  now  abundant, 
credit  reflored,  commerce  vigorous, 
the  price  of  flocks  high  ;  no  public 
mifehief  exifling,  but  that  of  frock¬ 
jobbing,  which  would  foon  be  ex- 
tindl.  The  caiffe  d’efcompte,  which 
had  been  in  a  fituation  little  fhort  of 
bankruptcy,  hnd  recovered  all  its  re- 
fpedlability  and  its  bufmefs ;  trea- 
fury-bills  were  at  par  ;  the  debts  of 
the  war  were  paid,  the  arrears  li¬ 
quidated  ;  the  i  nterefr  of  the  na¬ 
tional  debt  was  difeharged  with 
pim6luaiity  ;  the  fcandalous  referip- 
tions  of  the  lafl  reign  were  annihi¬ 
lated,  the  redemptions  regularly  cu¬ 
rving  on,  a  linking  fund  eftabliilieck , 
Along  with  thefe  permanent  im¬ 
provements,  government  had  found 
means  to  fupjport  many  neceffary 

,  :  3  '  A 


the  unfavourable  feafons  of  1784 
and  1785,  the  operations  at  Cher¬ 
bourg,  the  encouragement  of  com¬ 
merce  and  agriculture,  the  public 
improvements  at  Marfeilles,  Bour- 
deaux,  Aix,  Lyons  and  Nifmes.  No 
intondant  had  been  refufed  the  fuc- 
cours  he  demanded  for  his  province ; 
np  creditor  of  the  ftate  had  been 
teazed  with  idle  procraftination ; 
not  a  murmur  was  heard  ;  no  man 
had  been  repulfed  with  the  difheart- 
ening  and  threadbare  excufe  of  the- 
calamitoiis  fituation  of  the  finances. 

Mr.  de  Calonne  indulged.  himfelf 
in  a  comparifon  between  his  own 
public  character  and  that  of  Mr. 
Necker,  that  did  not  feem  altoge¬ 
ther  to  correfpond  with,  the  dignity 
of  the  occafion.  There  were,  he 
obferved,  two  different  forms  under 
which  economy  might  difplay  itfelf. 
The  one,  that  caught  the  eye  with 
a  fevere  external,  that  announced 
itfelf  by  open  and  peremptory  re- 
fufals,  that  exhibited  rigour  upon 
the  mofl  trifling  objedls,  the  better 
to  keep  at  a  diflance  the  importuni¬ 
ty  of  fuitors.  It  impofed  upon 
the  mafs  of  public  opinion,  and 
foothed  the  reffleffnefs  of  inquifitive 
ignorance.  But  it  was  poflible  to 
do  more  with  lefs  parade.  There 
was  another  kind  of  economy, 
watchful  and  flridt  in  matters  of  im¬ 
portance,  that  did  not  aflfe6l  aufle- 
rity  in  trifles  ;  it  fuffered  men  to. 
talk  of  what  it  gave,  but  it  faved  in 
filence  ;  becaule  it  was  acceflible  to 
folicitation,  men  would  not  be  per- 
fuaded  that  it  denied  more  than  it 
granted  ;  becaufe  it  endeavoured  to 
loften  the  harfnnefs  of  refufal,  it 
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had  the  reputation  of  refilling  no¬ 
thing  ;  becaufe  it  had  not  the  con¬ 
venient  character' of  inflexibility,  it 
was  thought  incapable  of  a  well- 
timed  moderation ;  and  thus,  while 
by  affiduous  application  it  preferved 
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die  finances  from  abufes  the  rr.oft 
ruinous,  and  experiments  the  moll 
abfurd,  it  often  fuffered  ur\tjer  the 
imputations  of  fuperficial,  volatile 
and  profufe.  Mr.  de  Calonne  con¬ 
cluded  his  difcourfe  with  a  detail  of 
the  various  projects  he  had  formed, 
fimilar  to  that  we  have  already  feen 
in  the  memorial  of  Auguft  17  -  6. 

On  the  day  following  Mr.  de  Ca¬ 
lonne  read  and  delivered  to  the  not¬ 
ables  fix  memorials,  conflituting  the 
firft  divifion  of  his  great  projedt,  and 
more  immediately  relating-  to  the 
agricultural  fyflern.  The  fubjedt 
of  the  fiiit  was  the  eflablifhment  of 
provincial  afiemblies.  The  king 
propofed  to  introduce  into  all  the 
provinces  of  the  kingdom,  where  he 
was  in  the  ufage  of  convoking  the 
provincial  dates,  a  regular  feries  of 
afiemblies,  reprefentative  of  the  pa- 
rifhes,  the  diflridts  and  the  provinces 
of  the  kingdom.  A  landed  proper¬ 
ty  of  25L  per  annum  fhould  entitle 
the  pofiefibr  to  a  feat  in  the  lower 
order  of  afiemblies.  Proprietors  of 
a  more  opulent  clafs  fhould  have  a 
number  of  votes  proportioned  to  the 
amount  of  their  income,  provided 
that  the  fuffrages  of  no  individual 
fhould  exceed  one-third  of  the  fuf¬ 
frages  of  the  whole  afiembly.  Pro¬ 
prietors  of  a  more  indigent  defcrip- 
tion  fhould  be  enabled  to  eledt  a  re¬ 
prefentative  to  the  parifh  afiembly. 
Age  alone  fhould  regulate  preceden¬ 
cy.  They  fhould  be  employed  in 
diftributing  the  parifh  charges,  in 
railing  money  for  public  works  of  a 
local  nature,  and  in  fupe ['intending 
the  relief  of  the  poor.  The  afiem¬ 
blies  of  the  towns  fhould  be  com- 
pofed  of  the  municipal  officers  and 
the  burghers  already  conflituting 
the  corporations  ;  and,  as  welt  as 
the  parifh  afiemblies, fhould  fend  one 
deputy  refpeclively  to  the  afiembly 
of  the  difiridt :  a  town  containing 
more  than,  twelve  thou  land.  inha- 
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bitants  to  fend  two.  The  diflri#s 
fhould  include  from  twenty-five  to 
thirty  rural  parifhes,  exclufive 
the  towns  which  might  happen  to 
lie  within  their  circuit :  precedency 
to  be  regulated  by  the  contributions 
of  the  different  p  rifhes  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  burthens.  Thefe  afiemblies  to 
diftribute  the  national  taxes  and  lo- 
cal  expenditure  among  the  towns 
and  parifhes  of  their  circuit,  and  to 
eledt  a  deputy  to  the  provincial  af¬ 
fembly.  The  qualification  of  the 
members  of  the  provincial  afiembly 
to  be  a  landed  property  of  .oh  per 
annum  ;  precedency  to  be  regulated 
by  the  contributions  of  the  different 
diflridts.  The  provincial  afiemblies 
fhould  be  impowered  to  diftribute 
the  taxes  and  public  biirthens  a-\ 
mong  the  different  dill  riels,  to  clafs 
the  lands  for  the  diflribution  of  the, 
land-tax,  and  to  fuperintend  in  ge¬ 
neral  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the 
province.  No  expence  fhould  be 
incurred  without  their  direction,  no, 
operation  executed  without  their 
fandtion,  which  they  might  grant 
provifionaily,  till  the  king  in,  coun¬ 
cil  fhould  have  taken,  cognisance  of 
the  fubjedt.  The  provincial  afiem¬ 
blies  fhould  meet  annually,  and  one 
third  of  their  members  be  renew  ed 
in  the  fame  period. 

The  fubjedt  of  the  fecond  memo¬ 
rial  was  the  land-tax.  The  prefent 
mode  of  collecting  it  ryas  fubjedt  to 
the  moft  odious  inequalities.  In 
one  province  it  was  levied  at  one 
rate  and;  under  one  form,  and  in 
another  province  under  a  not  he  jf. 
There  were  free  towns  and  towns 
that  paid  by  contract,  pays  d’etat, 
and  lands  where  the  tax  was  re¬ 
deemed.  Tire  clergy,  the  firfl  or¬ 
der  of  men  in  the  flate,  paid  nothing. 
The  poffdfors,  the  farmers  of  the 
royal  domains  paid  nothing.  Ten¬ 
nants  in  appanage,  princes,  knights 
of  Malta,  ieyeral  mpnaftic  communi- 
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ties  claimed  the  fame  exemption.  A 
part  of  the  land-tax,  the  third  twen¬ 
tieth  had  been  granted  in  1782,  » 
and  expired  in  J  ami  ary  “87.  The 
king  propofed  to  aboiifh  the  re¬ 
maining  twentieths  computing  from 
the  fame  term,  and  to  fubftitute  in 
their  place  an  equal  land-tax,  from 
which  no  perfons  and  no  property, 
not  even  the  royal  domains,  fhould 
be  exempted.  A  certain  portion  ol 
produce  fhould  be  levied  in  kind,  a 
twentieth,  a  twenty-fifth,  a  thirtieth 
or  a  fortieth  according  to  the  qua¬ 
lity  of  the  land ;  parks  and  pleafure- 
grounds,  to  be  rated  on  a  level  with 
the  befl  land  in  their  refpeblive  pa¬ 
rities.  The  produce  of  the  tax  to 
be  difpofed  of  in  the  month  of  May 
to  the  belb  bidder  by  public  auction. 
In  confideration  of  this  tax,  the  cler¬ 
gy,  the  nobility  and  the  magiflracy 
iliould  be  exempted  from  the  capi¬ 
tation  or  poll-tax. 

The  third  memorial  treated  of 
the  redemption  of  the  debts  of  the 
clergy.  In  confideration  of  their 
exemption  from  the  vingtiemes  and 
other  taxes,  they  were  accn homed 
to  grant  to  the  king  a  fort  of  bene¬ 
volence  or  free-gift,  which  ufually 
took  place  at  the  end  ,of  every  five 
years.  To  raife  this  fum  they  had 
contracted  a  corporate  debt,  from 
which,  as  it  was  now  intended  that 
they  fhould  contribute  to  the  public 
burthens  equally  with  the  other  or¬ 
ders  of  the  hate,  it  was  but  juft  they 
fhould  be  liberated.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  two  methods  were  propofed. 
The  hrh  was  to  permit  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  all  quit -rents  paid  in  mort¬ 
main  by  the  proprietors  of  lands  to 
the  clergy.  The  fecond  was  the 
fale  of  the  rights  of  judicature,  of 
hunting,  and  other  honorary  appen¬ 
dages  to  the  ehates  of  the  priehood. 
Thefe.two  refources  would  probably 
be  fufficient  in  three  years  to  redeem 
the  clergy  from  a  burthen  of  inter- 


eh  amounting  to  290,000!.  per  an¬ 
num.  The  king  undertook  to  pay 
the  current  intereh,  which  of  courfe 
would  continually  diminifh  till  that 
time. 

The  fubject  of  the  fourth  memo¬ 
rial  was  the  taiile,  perfonal  and  real, 
which  would  admit  of  a  complete 
reform,  when  the  provincial  affem- 
blies  and  the  impot  territorial,  or 
equal  land-tax,  fhould  have  been 
fufficiently  effablifhed.  For  the  pre- 
fent  the  king  propofed,  that,  with 
refpedfc  to  the  perfonal  taiile,  which 
was  moll  liable  to  abufe,  no  perfbn 
fhould  henceforth  pay  more  than  a 
twenty-fourth  of  his  income,  and  no 
manufacturer  or  artifan  more  than 
the  produce  of  one  day’s  labour. 
With  refpedt  to  the  real  taiile,  the 
king  abandoned  one-fourth  of  the 
amount  of  the  whole  tax ;  and,  in 
relief  of  the  inferior  land- owners, 
propofed  to  grant  to  the  rural  pa- 
riflies  a  fum  equal  to  one-twentieth 
of  their  taiile  refpedtively  for  the 
fupport  of  the  poor. 

The  fifth  memorial  related  to  the 
corn-trade.  That  every  man  had  a 
right  to  difpofe  of  his  produce  with¬ 
out  refixaint,  was  a  confequence 
from  the  very  nature  of  property, 
nor  could  any  mifchief  refult  from 
its  univerfal  application.  The  king 
only  referved  to  himfelf  the  power 
of  fiifpending  the  foreign  exports, 
for  a  part  or  the  whole  of  any  pro¬ 
vince,  the  hates  or  provincial  af- 
fembly  of  which  fhould  demand  a 
fufpenfion,  the  prohibition  not  to 
extend  to  any  province  that  had  not 
made  a  fimilar  demand,  nor  to  ex* 
ceed  in  any  fingle  grant  of  the  king 
the  term  of  one  year.  The  people 
would  thus  by  degrees  be  induced  to 
acquiefce  in  an  entire  and  perpetual 
liberty. 

The  lafl  memorial  of  the  firfl  di~ 
vifion  treated  of  the  corvee,  or  me¬ 
thod  of  repairing  the  public  roads 
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by  the  compulfory  labour  of  the 
fubjeft.  This,  law  had  been  the 
fubjeH  of  various  regulations  in  the 
prefent  reign.  Mr.  Turgot  had 
abonihed  the  corvee  in  kind,  and 
fubfituted  in  its  room  a  pecuniary 
contribution  to  be  regulated  in  it's 
collection  by  the  vingtiemes,  or  fub- 
iifing  land-tax.  This  alteration 
was  foon  after  fufpended,  and  leave 
granted  to  the  corporations  to  dif- 
eharge  the  corvee  either  in  kind  pr 
by  a  pecuniary  contribution,  as  they 
ihould  think  proper.  Mr.  de  Ca- 
lonne,  by  an  edict  of  the  fixth  of 
November  i  7  86,  again  eftabMflied 
an  univerial  commutation,  to  Conti¬ 
nue  for  three  years,  and  to  be  regu¬ 
lated.  by  the  amount  of  the  capita¬ 
tion  and  the  table.  It  was  now 
propofed,  that  the  king  iliould  pre- 
ierve  all  local  practices  confiflent 
with  this  principle  j  and  that, 
whereas  by  the  edidt  of  November 
the  produce  of  the  commutation 
was  directed  to  be  paid  to  the  king’s 
receivers-gen era! ,  who  were  to  ad¬ 
vance  previouily  to  the  payment, 
fueh  fums  as  the  corvee  might  ap¬ 
pear  to  require,  the  produce  iliould 
now  be  paid  to  a  receiver  appointed 
by  the  ailemblies  of  the  difridts. 

Such  was  a  part  of  the  plans  that 
were  fubmitted  to  the  aflembly  of 
notables.  The  Situation  of  that  af- 
fembly  was  trying  and  important. 
Though  they  did  not  diredtly  pof- 
fefs  a  legiilative  authority,  their  in¬ 
fluence,  with  refpedf  to  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  projeCt  fubmitted  to 
them,  mufl  neceffarily  be  confder- 
able.  The  plan  was  vaft,  phdan- 
throphic.al  andfubiime.  But  France 
could  not  call  together  to  the  dif- 
culfion  of  it  men  already  habituated 
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to  the  debates  of  lawgivers  ;  and 
the  novelty  of  their  occupation  and 
the  inexperience  of  their  members 
could  not  fail  to  produce  fome  inauf- 
picious  confequ ences  to  the  by  fluffs 
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in  which  they  were  engaged.  They 
were  eonfituted  partly  of  ecclefiaf- 
tics,-  men  indeed  of  confiderable  in¬ 
formation  and  knowledge,  but  who 
were,  attached  more  than  any  other 
body  in  the  fate  to  their  corporate 
privileges,  and  were  likely  to  con- 
fider  themfelves  as  particularly  at¬ 
tacked  in  the  projedt  of  Mr.  de  Ga¬ 
lon  ne.  There  were  alfo  men  of 

rank  and  family,  full  it  may  be  of 
probity  and  honour,  but  \vhofe 
principal  pur fu its  had  been  of  a  mi¬ 
litary  kind,  and  who  had  recourfe 
in  the  prefent  infance  to  other 
men  for  information  and  inf  raction,. 
Their  infrudlors  were  principally 
Gf  a  fubordinate  dafs,  and  little 
likely  to  rife  fuperiGr  to  thofe  pre¬ 
judices,  with  which  the  projeCf  of 
the  controller-general  maintained  a 
continual  warfare.  The  mof  nu¬ 
merous  divilibn  of  the  aflembly  con- 
filed  of  lawyers  and  mag  titrates, 
men  unaccUfomed  to  regard  a  great 
whole,  but  who  were  daily  verfed 
in  the  minutiae  and  petty  refine¬ 
ments,  by  which  fraud  and  decep¬ 
tion  are  repelled  in  a  court  of  juf- 
tice,  and  the  lives  and  property  of 
men  defended.  This  was  the  audi¬ 
ence  Mr.  de  Calonne  had  under¬ 
taken  to  illuminate  and  to  perfuade. 

He  had  yet  another  difficulty 
to  encounter.  The  great  bails  of 
his  plan  was  the  exifing  deficien¬ 
cy  of  the  revenue,  and  the  de-^ 
fence  of  his  own  adminiflration 
depended  upon  the  truth  of  what 
he  had  afierted,  that  this  deficiency 
was  of  no  recent  date.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  circumfance  that  food  iii 
oppofition  to  this  afertion,  was  the 
Compte  Rendu  of  Mr.  Necker  for 
the  year  1781,  in  which  France  was 
reprefented  as  pofeffing  a  dear  fur- 
plus  of  425,000!.  This  perform¬ 
ance  had  been  publiihed,  had  been 
read  with  eagernefs,  had  been  re¬ 
garded  as  an  era  in  the  hifory  of 
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France.  The  fubjeft  had  been  far¬ 
ther  developed  by  the  author  in  a 
treatile  upon  the  Adminiftration  of 
the  Finances  of  France,  which  was 
publifhed  in  January  178;,  and  had 
ferved  to  keep  alive  the  party  and 
principlesof  the  Compte  Rendu,  Mr. 
Keeker  had  a  numerous  clafs  of  ad¬ 
herents.  He  had  always  been  po¬ 
pular  :  and,  bdide  his  other  ac- 
eomplifhments,  he  pofTciled  that  fim- 
plicity  and  feverity,  which  have  ever 
p  reduced  the  moft  hr  iking  effects., 
among  the  people  at  large. 

Being  informed  by  common  ru¬ 
mour  of  the  principles  upon  which 
Mr.  de  Calonne  intended  to  pro¬ 
ceed,  he  addreffed  a  letter  to  that, 
mini  iter  upon  the  twenty-ninth  of 
January,  in  which  he  demanded  of 
him,  that  he  would  either  in  no 
fort  impeach  the  credit  belonging  to 
the  Compte  Rendu,  or  that  ho  would 
previouOy  communicate  ids  objec¬ 
tions  to  him,  and  fuffer  him  to  point 
out  to  him  their  fallacy.  Mr.  de 
Calonne  replied,  that  it  was  not  in 
his  ch arable r  to  impeach,  to  accufe, 
to  advance  criminal  charges ;  that 
the  propofol  of  Mr.  Necker  was 
ufelefs,  as  he  had  no  doubts  to  be 
removed  ;  that  the  mode  of  examin¬ 
ation  he  had  adopted  did  not  admit 
of  uncertainty  ;  that  the  refult  had 
convinced  both  the  king  and  him- 
felf  of  a  conftant  deficit ;  but  that 
they  had  both  been  aware  of  the 
great  difficulty  of  forming  an  efli- 
mate  for  an  average  year,  fuch  as 
Mr.  Necker  had  attempted,  and 
were  ready  to  do  juflice  to  the  rec¬ 
titude  of  his  intentions. 

It  is  difficult  to  fay  what  conduct 
it  became  Mr.  de  Calonne  to  have 
held  upon  this  occahon.  A  perfonal 
difeuffion  between  him  and  his  rival 
would  have  been  ufelefs,  and  it  re¬ 
quires  no  fagacity  to  predict  that 
they  would  have  parted  with  the 
fame  fentiments  upon  the  fubject 


with  which  they  met,  Mr.  Necker 
demanded  a  conference  about  three 
weeks  before  the  opening  of  the  afo 
fembly,  when  the  poutrolkr -general 
was  moil  deeply  enaged  in  prepar¬ 
ing  to  meet  the  heads  of  the  nation, 
and  when  it  leaf!  became  him  to 
lofe  fight  of  matters  of  public  con¬ 
cern  for  the  fake  of  private  and  per¬ 
fonal  controverfy.  He  might,  as 
Mr.  Necker  afterwards  propofed, 
have  held  this  debate  in  the  prefence 
of  the  king.  But  the  king  was  al¬ 
ready  convinced,  and  the  council, 
had  they  been  prefent,  would  have 
individually  adhered  to  their  pre¬ 
conceived  fyftem.  Such  a  debate: 
was  fearcely  calculated  for  any  other 
pnypofe  than  to  revive  the  fpirit  of 
intrigue  and  give  new  vigour  to. 
the  flames  of  intefoine  cabal.  There 
was  a  third  expedient.  Mr.  de  Ca- 
lomie  might,  have  met  Mr.  N ecker 
in  the  aflembly  of  the  notables,  MR 
niflers  however  are  little  difpofed  to 
give  that  confequencs  to  their  rivals, 
which  fuck  a  conceffion  would  have, 
implied  ;  and  it  feems  fair  to  fup- 
pole,  that  the  crifis  muff  be  of  no 
common  emergency  that  would 

o  J 

juilify  fo  extraordinary  a.  proceed- 
ing. 

Upon  the  grounds  of  the  controvert 
fy  between  them  it  is  fomewhat  diffi¬ 
cult  to  decide.  That  neither  of  them 
was  guilty  of  a  voluntary  deception 
may  fairly  be  concluded  from  their 
general  charadler.  That  neither  of 
them  was  exempt  from  error  will  pro¬ 
bably  be  the  opinion  of  him,  who 
final!  read  Mr.  de  Calonne’s  Re- 
ponfe  and  Mr.  Necker ’s  Nouveaux 
Eclaircifiemens.  It  has.,  fufficiently 
appeared,  that  the  former  was  occa» 
fionally  light,  volatile  and  unequal. 
It  is  probable  in  the  nature  of  things, 
that,  Mr.  Necker  having  avowedly' 
found  a  deficit,  his  fyfiem  of  finances 
was  not  the  mod  happily  adapted, 
for  the  creation  of  a  furplus.  One 
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point  in  which  thefe  fhtefmen  dif¬ 
fered  was,  that  Mr.  Necker’s  efti- 
mate  for  the  year  1781,  was  the 
efnmate  of  an  ordinary  or  average- 
year,  and  Mr,  de  Calonne’s  account 
of  the  year  1781?  like  his  account 
of  feveral  years  preceding  and  fub- 
fequent,  was  the  account  of  an  ef¬ 
fective  year,  or  the  a  filial  balances 
as  they  flood  in  the  archives  of  the 
treafury  royal.  As  the  balances  of 
the  feveral  years  taken  in  t inis  form 
exhibited  equal  deficits  or  deficits 
increasing  in  arithmetical  propor¬ 
tions,  it  fhoiild  feem  that  Mr.  de 
Calonne  had  reaioii  to  be  iatisfied 
with  his  mode  of  computation. 

The  notables  were  diflributed  by 
the  king  into  feven  feCtions  or  bu¬ 
reaux,  each  of  them  prefided  by  a 
prince  of  the  blood,  and  it  was  re¬ 
commended  to  them  to  examine  the 
memorials  feparately  at  firfl,  and  then 
to  compare  their  different  decisions. 
For  this  latter  purpofe  they  met  in 
what  was  called  a  grand  committee 
preflded  by  monfieur,  next  brother 
to  the  fovereign ;  the  general  afiem- 
blies  held  by  royal  command,  were 
fly  led  fcances.  "The  firfl  meeting 
in  committee  took  place  on  the 
twenty-fixth  of  February  ;  and  the 
firfl  diviiion  of  the  projeCt  of  the 
controller -general  was  eighteen  days 
under  the  difcuffion  of  the  notables, 
from  the  twenty-third  of  February 
to  the  twelfth  of  March. 

The  memorials  were  examined  by 
men  lefs  anxious  for  the  public 
goodthan  alarmed  for  the  preferva- 
tionf  of  their  refpective  privileges. 
Of  confequence  their  GbjeCtions  were 
numerous.  The  plan  for  the  efta- 
blifliment  of  provincial  affemblies 
they  adopted,  but  with  various  mo¬ 
difications.  *  They  obferved,  that  it 
was  dangerous  to  give  ihany  votes 
to]a'  fingle  perfon  ;  and  that,  if  thefe 
multiplied  votes  were  eflabliflied,  as 
luflice  feemed  in  fome  cafes  to  re- 


quire,  it  ought  to  be  in  the  lowefl 
poffible  ratio.  It  was  necefiary,. 
they  faid,  to  preferve  to  the  two 
higher  orders  of  the  fiate  the  pre¬ 
cedence  they  had  ever  enjoyed. 
The  provincial  affemblies  would 
prove  the  conduits  of  a  democratic.al 
principle,  if  they  were  not  illuminated 
by  the  nice  honour  and  fuperior 
education  of  the  nobility  and  clergy. 
The  bureau  of  monfieur  recom¬ 
mended,  that  whatever  had  relation 
to  the  militia  fhould  be  referred  to 
the  provincial  affemblies.  The  im~ 
pot  territorial  was  the  true  fource  of 
all  their  difficulties.  They  decided, 
that  the  collection  in  kind  was  totally 
impracticable ;  that,  if  it  were  at  all 
introduced,  it  rnuft  be  pecuniary,  but 
that  they  could  determine  nothing 
final  refpeCting  it,  till  they  were  ac¬ 
quainted  with  its  amount,  the  diftri- 
bution  that  would  be  necefiary,  and 
the  methods  and  expences  of  collect¬ 
ing  it.  Upon  the  redemption  of  the 
debts  of  the  clergy  they  remarked, 
that  the  method  propofed  was  con¬ 
trary  to  the  laws  of  property,  that 
the  honorary  rights  of  the  clergy 
were  not  lefs  facred  than  the  e (rates 
of  the  laity,  and  that  to  fubjeCt  them 
to  a  compulfory  fale  would  unhinge 
the  very  key-ftone  of  government. 
There  were  livings,  hofpitals  and 
colleges,  that  would  lofe  much  more 
by  the  redemption  of  their  revenues 
in  mortmain  than  the  equivalent 
of  their  fhare  of  the  intereft  of  the 
common  debt.  They  would  of  courfe 
expeCt  to  be  indemnified  by  the  cler¬ 
gy  at  large,  and  this  would  create 
endlefs  mifunderfiandings.  The 
notables  unanimoufly  recommended 
the  extin&ion  of  the  debt  of  the 
clergy  ;  but  befought  the  king  to 
hear  the  rejirefeiitaHons  of  the  bo¬ 
dy  of  the  priefthoocl,  before  he  gave 
to  the  prefent  memorial  the  form  of 
a  law.  Upon  the  memorial  for 
modifying  the  impofition  of  the 
!  .  '  taille 


BRITISH  AND 


36 

taille  fome  bureaux  remarked,  that 
the  artifans  being  in  general  at  their 
eafe,  had  no  claim  upon  the  pro- 
pofed  indulgence  ;  that  it  ought  to 
be  confined  to  fuch  as  had  no  other 
fubfiftence  than  their  falaries ;  that 
the  beneficence  of  the  fovereign 
ihould  not  be  made  a  fource  of  ad¬ 
ditional  expence  for  the  taille  of  pro¬ 
perty  and  agriculture ;  and  that  the 
perfonal  taille  which  fell  upon  com¬ 
merce  and  annuities,  ought  not  to  be 
diminiflied,  fince  merchants  and  an¬ 
nuitants  were  not  lefs  capable  of  flip- 
porting  their  fhare  of  the  public  bur¬ 
thens  than  the  proprietors  of  land. 
Finally,  they  recommended  to  the 
king  to  refer  the  fubjedf  of  this  me¬ 
morial  to  the  provincial  aflemblies. 
The  propofal  for  the  freedom  of  the 
corn-trade  was  received  with  unani¬ 
mous  approbation :  that  for  the  com¬ 
mutation  of  the  corvee  gave  occafion 
to  obfervations,  the  objedf  of  which 
was  to  iubmit  its  adminiftration  to 
the  provincial  aflemblies. 

The  two  great  objedf  s  of  the  pro¬ 
ject  of  Mr.  de  Calonne  were,  the 
municipal  aflembles  and  the  impot 
territorial  :  the  former  as  the  fource 
of  future  profperity  to  the  kingdom 
of  France  ;  the  latter  as  the  means 
of  annihilating  the  exifling  deficit. 
The  remaining  articles  of  his  plan 
may  be  regarded  as  the  corollaries 
and  appendages  of  this  magnificent 
defign.  Five  of  the  propofals  of  the 
firff  divifion  were  admitted  by  the 
notables  with  certain  modifications  ; 
but  their  oppofition  to  the  impot 
territorial  was  calculated  to  take 
away  the  animating  fpirit,  the  uni- 
verfal  centre  from  the  whole.  In 
this  oppofition  they  feemed  however 
to  be  not  a  little  pertinacious.  They 
declared,  that  it  was  impoflible  for 
them  to  adopt  fo  confiderable  a  mea- 
fure,  without  being  firfl  informed 
of  the  extent  of  the  deficit,  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  had  grown 


fince  the  year  1781,  of  the  a* 
mount  of  the  pofiible  favings  by 
retrenchment  and  reform,  and'  of 
the  expedited  produce  of  the  fiamp 
regulation,  the  increafe  of  the  cuf- 
toms,  and  the  partial  alienation  of 
the  royal  domains. 

It  had  been  no  part  of  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  de  Calonne  to  lay  before 
the  notables  the  accounts  and  efti- 
matesof  government.  In  his  opening 
fptech  he  had  acquainted  them  with 
the  enquiries  of  the  fovereign,  the 
certainty  that  had  followed  upon 
thofe  enquiries,  and  the  general  re- 
fillt  of  ail  that  had  taken  place  upon 
the  fubjedi.  The  matter  had  been 
more  fully  fubmitted,  previoufly  to 
the  meeting  of  the  notables  to  the 
king  in  council.  The  king  had  ap¬ 
pointed  two  of  the  fenior  counfeilors 
to  enter  with  the  controller-general 
into  the  minutiae  of  his  inveftiga- 
tion.  It  was  thought  inconfiftent 
with  the  fpirit  of  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  to  iubmit  the  accounts  to 
any  other  body  of  men  in  the  nation. 
The  king  was  the  a.bfolute  love- 
reign,  the  foie  legiiiator  of  his  king¬ 
dom  ;  and  he  could  not  depart  from 
this  charadter  without  incroaching 
upon  his  moil  unqueftionable  and, 
facred  prerogative.  The  notables 
were  called  together  not  to  control, 
but  to  advife.  A  defirable  change 
in  the  ftate  of  affairs  was  intended  j 
and  it  was  thought  fuitable  to  deve¬ 
lop  and  familiarife  its  benefits  to 
the  heads  of  the  nation,  previoufiv 
to  its  final  elfablilhment.  What 
was  therefore  chiefly  incumbent  up¬ 
on  the  notables,  was  to  compare  the 
exifling  cu Horns  and  laws  with  thofe, 
which  were  now  fuggefted.  Werp 
the  provincial  aflemblies  a  proba¬ 
ble  means  of  lightening  and  equal¬ 
izing  the  national  burthens  ?  Ought 
the  corn-trade  to  be  free,  or  fubjedi 
to  multiplied  reftridlions  ?  Was 
the  corvee  in  money  better  than  the 
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corvee  in  kind  ?  Was  not  the  land- 
tax  propofed  fubjedt  to  fewer  incon¬ 
veniences  than  the  prefent  ving- 
tiemes  ?  Was  it  not  more  confid¬ 
ent  with  policy  and  reafon  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  tax  over  all  clafies  of 
men  than  to  exempt  from  its  opera¬ 
tion  numerous  bodies  of  the  opulent, 
and  differ  it  to  fall  with  double 
preflure  upon  the  indigent  and  la¬ 
borious  ?  If  the  prefent  embarrafl- 
ed  {filiation  of  the  country  could  be 
completely  removed  by  Inch  inno¬ 
vations,  was  it  poflible  that  any 
cftabliihment  could  be  more  defir- 
able  ? 

As  the  notables  appeared  difpofed 
to  perfift  in  their  objections  and  de¬ 
mand*,  the  king  caufed  it  be  figni- 
fied  to  them,  that  he  was  determined 
to  introduce  the  impot  territorial, 
and  that  it  therefore  became  them  to 
debate,  not  the  principle  of  the  mea- 
fure,  but  the  mold  equitable  form 
it  could  aflame.  This  intimation, 
inftead  of  producing  the  intended 
effect,  only  rendered  the  aflembly 
more  refractory.  It  was  laid,  that 
the  minifter  had  convoked  them  for 
no  other  purpofe  than  to  make 
them  ferve  as  a  battery,  from  which 
he  might  more  conveniently  play 
off  his  artillery  upon  the  parlia¬ 
ments,  and  oblige  them  to  regifter 
the  laws  he  adopted.  In  fine  the 
difcontent  increased  in  fo  confider- 
able  a  degree,  as  to  induce  Mr.  de 
Calonne  to  a  perfonal  conference 
with  his  opponents  in  the  *  grand 
committee  of  the  aflembly  on  the 
fecond  of  March. 

Upon  this  occafion  the  controller- 
general  undertook  to  prove  to  the 
notables,  that  the  tax  he  propofed 
eventually  fell  only  upon  the  net 
produce,  when  the  expences  of 
the  proprietors  had  been  dedudled  ; 
and  he  declared  the  aflembly  per¬ 
fectly  at  liberty  to  difcufs  both  the 


principle  and  the  claufes  of  the  fe- 
veral  laws.  But  thefe  conceffions 
did  not  fatisfy  his  audience.  The 
oppofition  began  to  be  perfonal. 
The  credit  of  Mr.  de  Calonne  had 
never  been  in  proportion  to  his  abi¬ 
lities.  He  was  known  to  be  vola¬ 
tile  ;  he  was  believed  to  be  uneco¬ 
nomical.  Could  there  be  a  more 
natural  foundation,  upon  which  for 
the  alarmed  privileges  of  the  nobi¬ 
lity  and  clergy  to  build  the  fecret 
project  of  ruining  the  man,  by 
whom  they  were  thus  courageoufly 
attacked  ?  Cabal  lent  its  affiftance 
to  thefe  inveterate  enemies.  Every 
man  who  wifhed  to  be  in  office, 
every  man  who  expedted  to  gain  by 
the  change,  was  eager  to  put  his 
hand  to  the  overturning  the  totter¬ 
ing  fabric.  The  minifter  was  de- 
{fined  to  be  the  victim  of  this  exten- 
five  confpiracy ;  his  plans  were  referv- 
ed  for  a  better  and  a  more  honour¬ 
able  fate. 

The  great  perfonal  queftion  a- 
/gainft  Mr.  de  Calonne  was  the  defi¬ 
cit  ;  and  the  numerous  friends  of 
Mr.  Necker  made  the  difpute  prin¬ 
cipally  turn  upon  the  validity  of  the 
Compte  Rendu.  The  controller- 
general  carried  with  him  to  the 
grand  committee  a  comparative  ftate- 
ment  of  the  effimate  of  Mr.  Necker 
for  the  year  1781,  and  of  the  effec¬ 
tive  accounts  for  that  year.  Alone 
with  this  paper  in  his  hand,  he  met 
the  curiofity,  the  objedtions,  the  re¬ 
plies  of  the  whole  aflembly.  He 
read  and  commented  upon  the  feve- 
ral  articles.  He  handed  the  paper 
from  one  to  another  of  the  perfons 
feated  on  his  right.  On  his  left  he 
canvafied  the  enquiries  and  remarks 
of  the  archbifliop  of  Bourdeaux,  the 
eager  and  paffionate  advocate  of  Mr. 
Necker.  The  archbifliop  challenged 
the  minifter  to  produce  an  error  of 
2 5  0,0 v  ol.  in  the  Compte  Rencju,  and 
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declared  that  he  would  give  up  his 
caufe  in  the  event  of  fuch  a  d'ifco- 
very.  Mr.  de  Calonne  undertook 
to  prove  an  error  of  2,33c,'  ooh  an 
adtuai  deficit  of  1 ,0  20,000!.  In  the 
midft  of  this  feene-  he  is  faid  to  have 
preferved  the  moft  admirable  col  led! - 
ednds  and  equanimity,  and  to  have 
developed  his  conceptions  with  a  rea- 
dineft  and  perspicuity  that  has  lei- 
dom  been  equalled. 

Ability  was  but  a  feeble  refource 
^gainft  the  various  powers  that  now 
feerned  confederated  again!!  him. 
The  notables,  having  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  confented  to  the  other  five  ar¬ 
ticles,  peril  lied  in  their  refufal  of 
the  irnpot  territorial,  and  voted  for 
poftponing  its  farther  confideration, 
till  they  had  gone  through  the  re¬ 
maining  divi lions  of  his  project. 
The  iecond  part  he  fubmitted  to 
the  afiembly  on  the  twelfth  of 
March  ;  its  general  fubjed!  was  com¬ 
merce. 

The  firfl  memorial  related  to  the 
duties  of  traite,  of  the  taxes  upon 
commodities  that  were  brought  from 
one  place  to  another;  and  the  ob¬ 
jects  it  proposed  were,  fir!!,  to  abo- 
lifh  the  duties  between  province  and 
province  ;  and  fecondly,  to  ellablilh 
a  rational  and  uniform  tariff  upon 
the  different  frontiers  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  The  former  had  been  the 
fubjed!  of  the  reprefentations  of  the 
If ates -general  of  Louis  the  Thir¬ 
teenth  ;  it  had  been,  partially  at¬ 
tempted  by  Colbert,  and  had  again 
been  revived  in  the  year  1760.  Se¬ 
ven  years  had  been  fpent  in  the  en¬ 
quiries  then  inftituted ;  and  thefe 
enquiries  furniflied  materials  for  the 
prefent  propofal.  The  kingdom 
was  now  divided  into  provinces  of 
farm,  who  had  voluntarily  accepted 
the  melioration  of  Colbert ;  pro¬ 
vinces  reputed  foreign,  by  whom 
it  had  been  refufed  ;  and  provinces 
upon  tfie  footing  of  foreign  nations, 


fuch  as  Metz,  Lorraine  and  Alface, 
who  were  lefs  reftrained  in  their 
commerce  upon  the  outer  frontiers 
than  in  their  commerce  with  the  in¬ 
terior  parts  of  the  kingdom.  It  was 
the  king’s  intention  to  abolifh  all 
duties  upon  the  tranfport  of  goods 
from  one  part  of  the  kingdom  to 
another,  and  to  remove  the  offices 
at  which  they  were  cofledfed,  and 
the  barriers  eftablifhed  to  fecure 
them,  to  the  frontiers  of  his  domi¬ 
nions.  He  would  obtain  m  the  con- 
fequent  redudtion  of  expence  and 
fuppreffion  of  a  great  number  of 
officers,  a  compenfation  adequate  to 
more  than  two-thirds  of  the  reve¬ 
nue  he  abandoned. 

In  reducing  the  tariff  upon  ex¬ 
ternal  commerce,  the  duties  upon 
importation  were  dilfributed  into 
fix  claffes,  and  upon  exportation  in¬ 
to  four.  The  loweff  rate  of  impoff 
was  a  quarter  per  cent,  and  was  laid 
upon  goods  the  commerce  of  which 
it  was  mol!  definable  to  encourage* 
being  intended  for  no  other  purpofe 
than  to  obtain  an  exa£!  knowledge  of 
the  quantity  of  exports  and  imports. 
The  high  eft  duty  was  twelve  per 
cent.  A  prohibition  was  to  be 
placed  upon  the  importation  of  the 
produce  of  foreign  colonies  and  of 
plain  and  figured  cottons  ;  and  upon 
the  exp@rtation  of  timber,  hemp, 
fiax,  hog’s  briftles,  pot-alh,  peltry, 
tallow,  allies  and  old  rags. 

The  king  was  farther  defirous  of 
encouraging  the  carrying  and  tranftt 
trade,  and  of  gaining  to  his  fubjedts 
the  conduits  of  wealth  that  had  been 
found  to  accrue  from  thefe  fources. 
For  this  purpofe  he  intended  to  in- 
ftitute  no  other  duty  than  of  one 
per  cent  Upon  goods  palling 
through  his  dominions,  and  one-half 
per  cent  upon  goods  depofited  en 
entrepot.  Thefe  taxes  would  pay 
the  expence  of  regulation  and  fu- 
perintendance ;  and  no  other  ob* 
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left  was  Intended.  Metz,  Lorraine 
and  Aiface,  which  enjoyed  a  perfect 
exemption  in  this  refpeT,  fiiould  he 
cpntimied  in  their  prefent  immuni¬ 
ties  ;  the  commodities  of  the  Le¬ 
vant  would  be  equally  free.  It  was 
alfo  defigned  to  abolifli  the  duties 
of  toll  in  the  interior  parts  of  the 
kingdom;  but  the  commiffioners, 
who  had  been  feveral  years  engaged 
in  the  inveftigatjon  of  this  fubjecf, 
had  not  yet  finifhed  their  enquiries, 
and  the  king  was  therefore  unin¬ 
formed  of  the  amount  of  the  in¬ 
demnifications  that  might  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  different  proprietors.  Of 
confequence  this  part  of  the  object 
muff  be  fufpended.  Indemnifica¬ 
tions  were  alfo  promifed  to  fuch 
perfons  as  might  be  ultimately  in¬ 
jured  by  any  of  the  prefent  com¬ 
mercial  regulations.  Annexed  to 
the  memorial  was  a  calculation  of 
the  advantages  that  were  expected 
to  remit  to  the  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  the  total  of  which  a- 
mounted  to  84,000!. 

There  were  various  other  duties, 
not  ufually  clafled  with  the  duties  of 
trade,  became  the  removal  of  com¬ 
modities  from  one  place  to  another, 
was  not  the  immediate  topic  of  irn- 
pofition,  which  yet  would  fall  to 
the  ground  along  with  the  abides 
now  propofed  for  correction,  and 
many  of  which  could  not  be  pre¬ 
ferred  after  the  definition  of  the 
interior  barriers.  Thefe  were  the 
iubjeCt  of  the  four  following  memo¬ 
rials.  The  fuff  was  the  duty  upon 
the  iron  manufacture,  which  was 
levied  in  the  generalities  of  Paris, 
Dijon,  Metz  and  Nancy,  and  ex¬ 
ited  no  where  elfc  either  with  re¬ 
gard  £0  domeffic  or  foreign  iron.  It 
was  propofed  to  abolifli  it  altoge¬ 
ther  upon  the  home  manufacture, 
and  to  introduce  an  uniform  tariff 
upon  the  foreign  in  all  parts  of  the 


kingdom.  It  was  computed  that  in 
confequence  of  this  regulation  the 
treafury  royal  would  fuifer  a  lofs  of 
v'coi.  per  annum.  The  fecond 
duties  of  this  clafs  had  been  laid 
upon  the  gauging,  fa  Tor  age  and 
other  circumffances  relative  to  wines, 
brandies  and  liquid  commodities. 
The  third  branch  confided  of  duties 
upon  oils  and^foap,  which  it  was  in¬ 
tended  to  abolifli.  The  duties  upon 
oils  would  be  frill  continued  with 
refpeCt  £0  foreign  nations,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  tariff  of  ten  per  cent. 
Upon  foap  it  was  propofed  to  grant 
a  bounty  of  two  and  fixpence  per 
hundred  weight  upon  exportation. 
The  lots  that  would  accrue  to  go¬ 
vernment  under  this  head  was  taken 
at  66,ooch  fterling.  The  fourth 
branch  was  composed  of  anchorage, 
ballafi  and  fifhery  duties,  feme  of 
which  were  reduced  and  fyftemr** 
tiled,  others  were  abolifhed.  The 
duties  of  anchorage,  which  varied 
exceedingly  in  different  ports  of  the 
kingdom,  were  wholly  annihilated  ; 
and  the  lofs  was  completely  indem¬ 
nified  by  a  uniform  duty  upon  fo¬ 
reign  veffels,  which,  though  its  total 
was  augmented,  was  yet  confider- 
ably  inferior  to  what  French  vtfiels 
paid  in  the  ports  of  other  countries, 
and  inferior  to  the  rate  of  duty  now 
exiiting  in  certain  ports  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  The  fixth  memorial  related 
to  the  duties  upon  fugar,  coffee  and 
other  articles  imported  from  the 
French  colonies,  from  a  part  of 
which  Bretagne,  Tranche  Comte 
and  the  three  German  provinces 
enjoyed  a  prefent  exemption.  Thefe 
exemptions  muff  of  courfe  be  abolifli* 
ed  :  and,  though  the  provinces  muff 
partially  fuffer  from  the  abolition, 
yet  there  was  not  one  of  them,  that 
would  not  be  a  confiderable  gainer 
by  the  whole  of  the  prefent  com¬ 
mercial  regulations  taken  together. 

The 
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The  feyenth  memorial  .related  to 
the  commerce  of  fnuff  and  tobacco, 
which  materially  interfered  with  the 
new  regulations.  The  provinces  of 
Alface,  Franche  Comte  and  the  Ne¬ 
therlands  at  prefent  enjoyed  an  en¬ 
tire  freedom  for  cultivating,  manu- 
fadfufftig  and  vending  the  produce 
of  the  tobacco  plant.  The  diftinc- 
tion  between  thefe  provinces  and 
the  other  parts  of  the*  kingdom  had 
been  maintained  by  means  of  the' 
internal  barriers.  Thefe  barriers 
being  deftroyed,  a  new  form  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  would  be  neceffary.  It  was 
propofed,  that  the  cultivator  fhould 
be  obliged  to  fignify  to  the  farmers- 
general  the  quantity  of  land  he  de- 
liined  for  this  purpofe,  and  to  give 
them  notice  of  the  period  of  harveft. 
Only  three  months  was  commonly 
to  be  allowed  for  drying  and  fell¬ 
ing.  The  manufacture  was  to  be 
reftricbed  to  the  farmers -general 
with  a  privilege  for  the  towns  of 
Dunkirk  and  Straibourg  ;  the  cul¬ 
tivator  to  be  allowed  to  fell  his  com- 
tnodities  either  to  thefe  manufac¬ 
turers  or  to  purchafers  in  foreign 
Countries. 

The  fubjeel  of  the  eighth  memo¬ 
rial  was  the  gabelle,  or  tax  upon 
fait,  an  impoft,  which  was  at  pre¬ 
fent  i  nfe  par  ably  connected  with  the 
interior  barriers.  This  tax  exceed¬ 
ed  in  its  produce  the  prefent  ving- 
tiemes  or  land-tax,  and  contributed 
to  the  revenue  2,  roo,oocl.  annually. 
It  was  in  the  higheft  degree  unequal 
in  its  diftribution ;  in  one  place 
a  third  of  the  kingdom  raifed 
j,66r,oooL  j  in  another  a  fourth 
part  raifed  708,  300!.  ;  the  whole  re¬ 
maining  provinces  did  not  contribute 
more  than  1 32,00c  1.  The  expences 
of  collection  were  equal  to  one-fifth 
of  the  produce  ;  the  temptation  it 
afforded  to  fmuggling  between  pro¬ 
vince  and  province  was  lb  violent, 


that  five  hundred  perfons  were  an¬ 
nually  condemned  for  this  crime  to 
imprifonment  and  the  gallies.  Yet, 
odious  as  was  the  nature  of  the  tax, 
it  was  impoffible  for  government 
under  its  prefent  circumffances  to 
facrifice  it. 

V  arious  fvffems  of  melioration 

«/ 

had  been  fuggefted  ;  but  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  them  were  impracticable. 
It  could  neither  be  changed,  into  an 
.equal  tax  of  the  fame  nor  of  another 
denomination.  In  the  former  cafe, 
certain  provinces  would  purehafe 
their  fait,  fome  at  four,  fome  at  fix 
times  the  price  to  which  thev  were 
accuftomed  ;  and  the  very  idea  of 
fuch  a  meafure  would  excite  the 
mofl  dangerous  fermentation.  In 
the  latter  cafe  an  irrrooft  muff  be 
introduced  that  would  double  the 
table  or  triple  the  capitation  ;  and 
the  immunities  of  the  favoured  pro¬ 
vinces  would  be  equally  deftroyed  as 
upon  the  former  fuppofition.  To 
endeavour  to  introduce  an  equal 
price  by  degrees  would  alfo  prove  a 
fource  of  difaffedfion,  and  had  the 
farther  inconvenience  of  rendering 
neceffary  the  prefervation  of  the  in¬ 
terior  barriers.  To  limit  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  free  fait  to  be  confumed  by 
the  favoured  provinces  would  be 
liable  to  equal  difadvantag.es. 

The  plan  therefore  adopted  by 
Mr.  de  Calonne  was  to  fix  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  taxed  fait  to  be  confumed  by 
the  pays  de  gabelle,  a  regulation 
that  already  exiffed  among  them  in 
different  forms  ;  and  for  govern¬ 
ment  to  fupply  the  fait, |  that  fhould 
be  confumed  beyond  this  eftimate, 
at  a  market  price,  arid  in  compe¬ 
tition  with  the  free  trader.  The 
king  would  be  able  to  fupply  the 
fait,  the  purehafe  of  which  was  ob¬ 
ligatory,  at  a  lower  eftimate  and  an 
inferior  price,  without  lofs  to  the 
public  treafury ;  in  confederation 
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of  a  faVirig  of  i2^,oool.  per  annum 
in  the  charge  of  collection,  and  a 
duty  of  three  {hillings  and  four 
pence  per  hundred  weight,  that 
would  be  impofed  upon  the  furplus 
fait,  in  order  to  bring  its  price  to  a 
level  with  that  of  the  favoured  pro¬ 
vinces,  The  relief  that  would  ac¬ 
crue  to  the  fubjeht  was  calculated 
at  400,000],  The  distribution  of 
the  import  would  be  intruded  to  the 
municipal  affemblies,  and  the  pro¬ 
duce  in  the  firft  inftance  collected 
by  their  officers.  The  chief  diffi¬ 
culty  in  the  execution  of  this  plan 
would  he  relative  to  the  great  ci¬ 
ties,  in  which  the  number  of  inha¬ 
bitants  were  continually  varying, 
fach  as  Paris,  Verfailles,  Rouen  and 
Lyons,  Some  fupplement  would 
be  indifpenfibly  neceilary  in  thefe 
four  inftances.  The  lofs  in  Paris 
was  computed  at  ioo,oooL  and  it 
was  propofed  to  be  compenfated  by 
a  duty  of  four  and  one-fixth  per 
cent  upon  goods  entering  the  capi¬ 
tal,  and  of  eight  {hillings  and  four 
pence  per  head  upon  fervants. 

Mr.  de  Calonne;  introduced  this 
fecond  feries  of  memoirs  to  the  not¬ 
ables  with  a  fpeech,  in  which  he 
complimented  them  upon  the  pro- 
grefs  they  had  already  made.  The 
king  had  feen  with  fatisfaClion,  that 
the  fentiments  of  the  aiTembly  were 
in  general  in  unifon  with  his  prin¬ 
ciples  ;  and  that,  penetrated  with 
the  attention  and  beneficence  that 
charaCterifed  his  defign,  they  had 
fhown  themfelves  defirous  of  contri¬ 
buting  to  perfeCf  its  execution. 
They  had  nof  fought  after  the  ob¬ 
jections  of  which  it  was  fufceptible, 
but  for  the  fake  of  preventing  and 
pointing  out  methods  to  avoid  them. 
In  fine,  the  difficulties  that  ft  ruck 
them,  were  principally  relative  tp 
!  'forms,  and  did  not  interfere  with 
'  what  was  moft  eflenttal  in  the  object 
!  of  the  king,  the  meliorating  his  f> 
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nance's  arid  the  relieving  his  fubjeCts 
by  the  reformation  of  abides. 

The  fpeech  of  the  minifter  was 
not  treated  as  a  mere  affair  of  com¬ 
pliment  and  ceremony.  The  not- 
ables  examined  it  with  ffriCtnefs, 
and  put  the  fevered  conftruCtion 
Upon  the  expreffions  it  contained* 
Apprehenffve  left  bv  a  finifter  im  ■ 
plication  they  ihould  be  confidered 
as  having  extended  their  approba¬ 
tion  farther  than  they  had  really 
done,  all  the  bureaux  req tufted  of 
the  king  a  copy  of  the  fpeech  that 
had  been  made  by  the  controller- 
general.  They  remarked,  that  they 
had  hot  approved  of  the  municipal 
affemblies,  without  materially  chang¬ 
ing  its  leading  features,  which  they 
deemed  abfolutely  incompatible  with 
the  conflitution  of  the  kingdom. 
While  they  had  declared  the  impot 
territorial  in  kind  vague,  difpropor- 
tioned,  wafteful  and  madmiffible, 
they  had  by  no  means  decided  in 
favour  of  its  colle&ion  in  any  other 
form.  They  had  regarded  the  me¬ 
thod  propofed  for  the  extinction  of 
the  debts  of  the  clergy  as  fubverfive 
of  the  facred  rights  of  property.  It 
therefore-  could  not  be  pretended 
that  their  opinions  did  not  differ 
from  the  memorials  communicated 
to  them  in  points  of  the  moft  effen- 
tial  importance ,  and  they  requefted 
the  king  to  fuffer  this  proteft  to  be 
.infected  in  the  journals  of  their 
tranfadtions. 

They  now  proceeded  to  examine 
the  topics  of  the  fecond  divifion. 
With  refpeft  to  the  firft,  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  interior  barriers,  they 
requefted  the  king  to  ful'pend  the 
facrifices  he  was  willing  to  make, 
till  he  had  more  fully  afeertained 
the  increafe  of  revenue  he  was 
taught  to  expedl ;  and  to  confult 
the  provincial  affemblies  upon  the 
propriety  of  the  meafure.  In  gene¬ 
ral  they  approved  of  the  new  tariff. 

C  They 
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They  acknowledged  that  it  was 
built  upon  a  juft  obfervation  of  the 
refpeCHve  interefts  of  the  ftate  in  its 
commerce,  aCtive  and  paffive ;  but 
this  did  not  hinder  them  from  pro- 
pofing  feveral  important  alterations. 
They  recommended  its  eftablifh- 
ment  .for  a  limited  time,  that  it 
might  finally  be  modified  in  purfu- 
ance  of  the  communications  of  the 
merchants,  the  trading  companies 
and  the  chambers  of  commerce.  In 
the  mean  time  they  untreated  the 
king  to  declare,  that  he  would  not 
add  any  new  duty  in  the  way  of  a 
per  heritage  to  thofe  which  were 
now  defined.  They  teftified  their 
gratitude  for  the  fuppreflion  of  the 
duties  upon  the  iron  manufacture, 
and  the  duties  upon  the  circulation 
of  wines,  brandies,  and  other  liquid 
commodities.  They  recommended 
the  admiftion  of  foreign  oils  at  a 
lower  duty  than  that  propofed  in 
the  fourth  memorial,  as  being  of 
great  ufe  in  the  manufacture  of 
foap.  With  refpeCt  to  the  duties 
upon  colonial  produce  and  tobac¬ 
co,  they  intreated  the  king  to 
liften  to  the  reprefentations  of  the 
provinces  particularly  interefted  in 
the  new  regulations.  With  refpeCt 
to  the  gabelle,  they  feemed  deftrous 
wholly  to  fet  afide  the  projeCt  of  the 
controller-general,  and  to  fubftitute 
another,  which  came  from  monfieur, 
next  brother  to  the  king.  This  was 
totally  to  annihilate  the  duty,  and 
to  fubftitute  in  its  room  a  pecuniary 
tax,  ad j lifted  to  the  proportions  of 
the  exifting  gabelle,  and  diftributed 
by  the  provincial  aftemblies. 

But  it  was  not  only  in  the  aflem* 
bly  of  notables  that  Mr.  de  Caloime 
was  deftined  to  encounter  refiftance 
and  contradiction.  Among  the  at¬ 
tacks  to  which  lie  was  at  this  time 
cxpofed,  one  of  them  proceeded 
from  a  quarter,  from  which  he  could 
fcarccly  have  expected  -it.  It  was 


made  by  the  count  de  Mirabeabv 
This  extraordinary  genius  had  early 
attracted  the  notice  of  the  controller- 
general.  He  found  in  him  a  mind 
of  no  vulgar  dimensions ;  turbulent 
and  factious,  if  he  were  reftrained 
from  that  activity  to  which  his  na¬ 
ture  inclined  him  ;  capable  of  the 
mo  ft  beneficial  achievements,  if,  by 
the  penetration  of  his  employer  or 
the  aufpicious  difpofttion  of  fortune, 
he  were  placed  in  a  fituation  for 
which  his  habits  had  prepared  him* 
Mr.  de  Caloime  removed  him  from 
the  defuitory  courfe  of  iife  he  had 
hitherto  purfued,  and  employed 
him  as  his  emiftary  to  the  German 
courts,  particularly  that  of  Berlin, 

The  minifter  feeins,  in  the  midft 
of  his  other  comprehenfive  fpecu- 
lations,  to  have  formed  the  idea  of 
changing  the  order  and  political 
connections  of  Europe,  of  overturn¬ 
ing  the  afcendancv  of  Auftria  in  the 
cabinet  of  Verfailles,  and  of  form¬ 
ing  a  triple  union  of  Great  Britain, 
France  and  the  P ruffian  connection 
in  Germanv.  Thefe  views  were 

J 

particularly  congenial  to  the  expan  - 
five  mind  of  Mirabeau.  He  feems 
to  have  been  admitted  in  a  very  con- 
fiderable  degree  into  the  confidence 
of  the  minifter ;  and  he  was  fo 
greatly  imprtfled  with  a  conviction 
of  the  powers  of  his  underftandiiig 
and  the  dignity  of  his  character, 
that  he  profeiTed,  he  would  rather 
have  his  hand  prefled  in  that  of  Mr, 
de  Calonne,  than  be  mafter  of  all 
the  thrones  in  the  univerfe. 

But,  though  he  felt  considerable 
pleafure  in  this  Connection,  and 
though  the  objeCt  about  which  he 
was  employed  was  of  uncommon 
magnitude,  yet  was  it  not  altoge¬ 
ther  fatisfaCfory  to  his  reftlefs  ambi¬ 
tion.  The  court  of  France  had  its* 
public  representative  at  Berlin,  and 
Mirabeau  appeared  there  in  no  of- 
tenfible  character.  He  was  directed 

to 
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to  examine  the  predifpofitions  of 
men,  to  render  himfeif  acceptable 
to  flich  as  were  fit  for  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  his  purpofe,  and  to  infimiate 
adroitly  upon  every  proper  occafion 
the  fentiments,  which  it  was  wifhed 
iiiould  become  prevalent  and  uni- 
verfal.  Ke  was  there,  rather  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  way  for  a  negociation, 
than  to  negociate  himfeif.  But  this 
fit  nation  was  frequently  accompa¬ 
nied  with  mortification,  neglefl  and 
difappointment.  His  letters  to  the 
m  milter  were  full  of  complaint  and 
difiat isfadt ion.  At  length,  when 
the  notables  were  afiembled,  he  fi¬ 
gured  to  himfeif  at  Paris  a  fcene 
more  worthy  of  his  enterprifing 
temper.  He  quitted  abruptly  his 
fituation  at  Berlin,  and  haftened  to 
obferve  and  take  a  part  in  the  drama 
that  was  exhibiting  in  his  own  coun* 
try. 

Eager  to  be  himfeif  an  adlor,  the 
Erfi  eircimfftance  that  caught  his. 
attention,  was,  the  alarming  degree 
of  fpeculation  prevailing  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  funds,  which  we  formerly  had 
occafion  to  notice.  He  had  already 
diftiiiguiihed  himfeif  by  his  writings 
upon  this  fubjeft ;  and  had  endea¬ 
voured  to  correct  the  ideas  of  the 
public  refpefting  the  Spanifh  bank 
of  Saint  Charles,  the  company  of 
the  water-works  of  Paris  and  the 
caifTe  d’efcompte.  He  was  now  de¬ 
termined  to  furpafs  himfeif  in  the 
depth  of  his  reafonings  and  the  dar- 
ingnefs  of  his  undertaking.  He 
publifhed  apiece,  entitled,  Impeach¬ 
ment  of  the  Stock  -  jobbers,  in 
which  he  printed  their  names  at 
length,  and  fuccefsfully  detected 
many  of  their  enormities.  Irritated 
with  the  negleH  to  which  he  ima¬ 
gined  he  had  been  expofed,  he  in¬ 
volved  the  minifter  in  the  general 
charge.  He  arraigned  in  terms  of 
'the  great  elf  afperity  the  meafures, 


which  had  been  adopted  upon  the 
fubject ;  and  declared,  that,  as  go*» 
vernment  had  employed  nothing 
refpeftable  in  any  of  its  expedients, 
as  all  its  operations  bore  the  ftamp 
of  defpotifm  and  perfonal  interefts, 
lb  no  perfon  could  now  be  appre- 
henfive  of  the  falutary  feverity  of 
genuine  principles.  He  called  upon 
the  notables  to  pronounce  from 
three  years  experience,  what  it  was 
that  might  be  expected  from  the 
fyftern  of  finance  under  which  they 
lived.  He  bid  them  addrefs  to  the 
kingthelanguageoftruth.  Let  them 
tell  him,  that  a  minifter,  who  was  efi- 
tranged  to  every  principle  of  good 
faith,  of  fidelity  in  engagements,  of 
refpe£t  for  the  lacrednefs  of  property  , 
was  unfit  to  remain  at  the  helm  of 
commerce,  of  contra&s  and  of  law. 

Let  them  tell  him,  that  pliancy  of 
fpirit,  facility  of  ftudy,  corredtnefs  of 
ftyle,  the  elegance  of  his  preambles, 
the  charms  of  his  elocution,  were  but 
fo  many  new  crimes  in  a  mini  Her, 
who  developed  with  (kill  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  an  honeft  policy,  and  eluded 
and  infulted  them  in  his  praHice. 

Mr,  de  Calonne  endeavoured  to 
derive  fome  benefit  to  the  public 
from  the  arguments  of  his  new  ad- 
verfary.  He  at  leaf!  adopted  a  new 
c.ourfe  with  the  enemies  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  tranquillity.  He  had  before  en¬ 
deavoured  to  reduce  them  by  vio¬ 
lence,  he  now  attempted  to  gain 
them  over  by  conciliation.  He  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  the  principal  {pecula¬ 
tors  to  fign  a  writing,  by  which  they 
engaged  to  abandon  their  traffic. 

He  fixed  with  them  a  period  for 
fulfilling  their  exi fling  contrafts. 

He  referred  to  an  arbitration  the 
difcovery  of  fome  medium,  by  which  4 
the  {peculators  for  the  high  price  of 
funds  might  not  reap  all  the  advan¬ 
tages  annexed  to  their  fuccefsfui 
monopoly,  and  the  {peculators  for  a 
C  z  low 
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low  price  might  not  he  absolutely 
ruined.  This  project  feems  never 
to  have  been  carried  into-  complete 
execution. 

Befide  the  count  de  Mirabeau, 
the  controller-general  was  attacked 
by  another  fort  of  enemy.  A  me¬ 
morial  was  fee  ret  ly  prepared,  and 
communicated  to  the  fove reign  dur¬ 
ing  the  fitting  of  the  notables,  which 
w;.s  adapted  to  ruin  the  credit  of 
Mr.  de  Calonne,  where  it  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  moftf  fecure.  Its  pro- 
feffed  object  was  to  recommend  the 
infhtution  of  a  new  council  of  fi¬ 
nance,  and  the  necefhty  for  this 
meafure  was  endeavoured  to  be  de¬ 
duced  from  the  uneconomical  and 
prodigal  fpirit  of  the  minifter,  who 
was  no  longer  to  be  trufted  without 
the  appointment  of  certain  guardi¬ 
ans,  that  ihould  watch  over  and 
check  the  impolicy  of  his  proceed¬ 
ings.  This  work  was  fuppofed  by 
Mr.  de  Calonne  to  be  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  the  archbifhop  of  Touloufe. 
It  infilled  particularly  upon  the 
wanton  expence  of  certain  acquifi- 
tions  and  exchanges  in  the  royal  do- 
main  ;  meafures,  which  have  fince 
been  very  ably  defended  by  their 
author  in  his  Requete  au  lloi.  The 
deficit  was  treated  as  having  wholly 
accrued  under  the  prefent  admpii- 
ftratinn.  In  order  the  more  com¬ 
pletely  to  dellroy  his  reputation, 
the  meafure  of  fummonirig  the  not¬ 
ables  was  reprefented  as  highly  im¬ 
politic.  Such  affemblies  had  always 
been  the  fignals  of  calamity  and  dif- 
trefs.  It  was  an  affront  to  the  na¬ 
tion,  to  propofe  to  remodel  the  con- 
ftitutipn  in  the  abfence  of  the  ftates- 
general,  who  were  fo  effentially  a 
part  of  it. 

In  the  midft  of  the  florms,  that 
were  thus  gathering  on  every  fide, 
the  grand  projed  of  the  controller- 
general  proceeded.  The  fecond  di- 
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vifion  having  been  fuffiekirtly  dsf- 
enfied,  he  proceeded  to  lay  before 
the  notables  the  third  divifion, 
which  related  to  the  royal  domains, 
on  the  twenty-ninth  of  March.  This 
article  confifted  of  only  two  memo¬ 
rials,  the  firfl  upon  the  royal  do¬ 
mains  in  general,  the  fecond  upon 
the  royal  forefls.  The  general  un- 
productivenefs  of  landed  or  other 
property,  not  fuperintended  by  the 
proprietor  himfelf,  but  by  commit - 
lioners  in  his  name,  is  univerfahy 
notorious.  There  was  another  in¬ 
convenience  to  which  the  royal  pro¬ 
perty  was  liable.  The  domains,  for¬ 
merly  fo  valuable  as-  to  be  adequate 
to  ail  the  expences  of  the  crown, 
were  not  reduced  to  their  prefent 
infignificance  but  by  improper  com 
ceffions.  Could  a  monarch,  the 
mofl  unalterable  in  his  refbives,  the 
mofl  fparing  in  his  liberalities,  be 
always  upon  his  guard  againfl  the 
expoflulations  of  defert,  the  impor¬ 
tunity  of  diftrefs  and  the  end! bis 
perfeverance  of  cupidity  ?  It  was 
therefore  propofed,  that  the  king 
fhould  alienate  h is  domains  in  per¬ 
petuity,  only  refervmg  to  himfeif 
the  feudal  fuperiority,  the  ma¬ 
norial  rights,  the  fines  and  the  quit- 
rents.  Thefe  would  amount  to 
two-thirds  of  the  income  produced 
by  the  domains  in  their  prefent  flate, 
and  the  revenue  would  befide  be  a 
confiderable  gainer,  by  the  improve¬ 
ments  that  would  be  made,  and  the 
taxes  that  would  accrue.  The  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  crown  was  indeed  by 
law  pronounced  to  be  inalienable  ; 
but  this  provifion  had  not  prevented 
the  mofl  fhameful  defalcations.  The 
meafure  now  in  contemplation  was 
flrifUy  conformable  to  the  fpirit  of 
the  law.  The  domains  had  been 
declared  to  be  inalienable,  bccanfe 
the  king  was  in  reality  a  tenant  for 
life,  and  they  ought  to  be  delivered 
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entire  to  hi?  fucceffor.  But  under 
the  prefent  project  two-thirds  of  the 
income  would  remain ;  and  the 
money  immediately  arifing  from  the 
alienations,  would  be  paid  without 
deduction  into  the  caiffe  d ’amort  iffe- 
ment,  to  be  faithfully  applied  to  the 
extinction  of  debts,  particularly  thole 
of  the  royal  domain;  and  to  the  fup- 
preffioii  of  offices,  the  continuance  of 
which  might  be  found  injurious  to 
the  Hate. 

The  foreffs  were  matters  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  confideration.  Government 
could  not  look  with  confidence  for 
the  production  of  timber  for  the 
feryice  of  the  royal  navy  but  to  this 
refource.  Far  therefore  from  con- 
fentj.ng.tg  their  alienation,  it  was 
intended  to  render  them  more  fa- 
cred  than  ever.  But  their  prefent 
government  was  exceedingly  imper¬ 
fect.  The  different  rangers  were 
independent  of  each  other,  and  each 
of  them  purfued  his  feparate  fyftem. 
The  jurifdidfion  was  united  with  the 
foperintendence  ;  a  wretched  regu¬ 
lation,  linee  the  one  demanded  per¬ 
manence,  and  the  other  the  power 
of  removal  at  pleafure.  Their  fa- 
laiies  were  inadequate,  and  the  hold¬ 
ers  were  accuftomed  to  make  up  this 
inequality  to  themfelves  by  the  pa¬ 
tronage  of  every  fort  of  irregularity. 
It  was  therefore  prbpoled  to  abolifh 
the  prefent  fyffem  ;  the  expence  of 
which  would  be  about  125,00c!, 
and  would  be  di (charged  out  of  the 
produce  of  the  alienations.  A  new 
adminiffration  fhould  then  be 
inftituted,  confiding  of  infpeflors, 
and  a  board  of  adminiftration,  whofe 
reprefentations  and  plans  (hould  be 
fobmitted  to  a  committee  of  council, 
appointed  for  that  purpofe ;  and, 
without  the  approbation  of  thefe 
laft,  no  m ea fore  fliouid  be  carried 
into  execution. 

The  notables  did  not  find  more 
to  approve  in  the  third  divifion,  than 


in  the  two  preceding  ;  and  in  the 
Courfe  of  their  remarks  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  memorial  of  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Touldnfe  might  be  fre¬ 
quently  traced.  They  declared  the 
greater  domains  to  be  in  their  own 
nature  inalienable;-  the  nation  a- 
lone,  affembled  in  its  reprefentatives, 
could  introduce  into  this  legitlation 
fuch  modifications,  as  could  infpire 
the  purchafers  with  confidence  and 
enterprrfe.  They  recommended 
whatever  was  done  upon  the  fub- 
ject,  to  be  done  under  the  infpedion 
of  the  provincial  affemblies.  They 
intreated  the  king  to  pafs  under  re¬ 
view  the  coiicefiions  of  the  prefent 
reign ;  to  fufpend  fuch  difadvan- 
tayeous  ones  as  were  (fill  unfini filed  ; 
and  to  revoke  thofe,  in  which  the 
injury  Inflamed  by  the  crown  ap¬ 
peared  to  exceed  the  rate  of  cent  per 
cent.  They  infinuated,  that  abufes 
not  lefs  dangerous  would  be  dif'eo- 

o 

vered  in  acquifitions,  made  at  no 

very  diftant  period,  in  favour  of  the 

roval  domain. 

¥ 

In  the  midi!  of  thefe  difeourage- 
ments  Mr.  de  Calonne  looked  for* 
ward  with  confidence  to  the  period, 
in  which  he  was  to  develop  the 
fourth  part  of  his  y dan,  the  part  de  • 
ffined,  to  connect  the  projected  re¬ 
forms  with  the  melioration  of  the 
finances,  and  to  particularife  the 
fehemes  of  economy,  regulation  and 
credit,  which  were  to  form  the  con- 
clufion  of  this  important  tranf'ac- 
tion.  He  believed,  that  he  fhouid 
then  be  able  fo  completely  to  de- 
monffrate  the  caufes,  which  had 
created  and  accumulated  the  deficit, 
as  to  leave  no  room  to  fofpeff  the 
minuteff  malverfation  in  govern¬ 
ment.  He  had  propofed  to  th  king, 
as  to  what  related  to  the  fit  nation  of 
of  178 ;,  that  Mr.  Nccker  fhould 
be  heard  as  well  as  hinifelf,  before 
a  fofficient  number  of  cbmmiffioners 
feleited  from  the  affembly  of  notables.. 

C  3  He 
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He  was  upon  that  octafion  to  intro¬ 
duce  an  account  of  the  economical  re¬ 
ductions  that  had  been  determined 
on  in  the  expenditure  of  government; 
with  a  recapitulation  of  the  benefits 
arifing  to  the  revenue  from  a  more 
equal  diftribution  of  taxes,  a  more 
judicious  arrangement  in  their  collec¬ 
tion,  and  a  new  fyftem  of  refponfi- 
bility.  He  would  introduce  a  plan 
for  alleviating  the  burthen  of  the 
redemptions  that  were  fixed  to  a  li¬ 
mited  period,  for  extending  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  caifTe  d’amortiffement, 
and  for  fecuring  an  eafy  and  perpe¬ 
tual  refource  in  the  event  of  a  war. 
He  would  difplay  the  advantages  of 
a  national  bank,  and  the  utility  of 
extending  the  application  of  the 
cailTe  d’efcornpte,  now  circumfaibed 
to  the  capital,  to  the  other  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  He  would  propofe  a 
fcheme  for  putting  a  perpetual  pe¬ 
riod  to  fpeculation  in  the  public 
funds ;  and  exhibit  an  arithmetical 
demonftration,  that  the  union  of 
thefe  various  projects  would  produce 
the  defired^  level  between  the  na¬ 
tional  income  and  expenditure.  He 
was  firmly  of  opinion,  that,  when 
the  neceffities  of  the  Rate  had  been 
demonftrated  beyond  the  poffibility 
of  a  controversy,  every  tranfient 
fentiment  in  the  notables  would 
give  place  to  their  zeal  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  welfare;  decihve  opinions  would 
fucceed  to  ufeful  debates  ;  and  tran¬ 
quil  determination  to  the  painful 
anxiety,  which  the  firft  knowledge 
of  their  trying  fituation  had  natu¬ 
rally  produced. 

It  is  fcarcely  confiflent  with  the 
province  of  hi florv  to  enter  into  the 
detail  of  thele  undertakings,  a  part 
of  which  only  have  ever  been  com¬ 
municated  to  the  public,  and  the 
rcR  mu  ft  remain  for  the  future  de¬ 
velopment  of  their  author.  Mr.  de 
Calonne  was  not  deftined  to  fee  the 
day,  to.  which  he  looked  forward 


with  eagernefs :  he  was  not  permit¬ 
ted  to  open  the  particulars  of  this  laft 
divifion  to  the  aftfembly  of  the  not¬ 
ables. 

The  fituation  of  the  minifter  be¬ 
came  every  day  more  critical.  With 
that  fanguine  difpofition,  which  a-, 
bo ve  all  things  charadterifes  a  mind 
of  uncommon  energy,  he  figured  to 
himfelf  a  period,  when  he  fhould 
furmount  the  oppofition,  which  was 
at  prefent  fo  Angularly  formidable  : 
but  he  certainly  did  not  count  upon 
this  event,  as  if  it  was  placed  be-? 
yond  the  reach  of  accident.  Repu¬ 
tation  was  one  of  his  moft  ardent  at¬ 
tachments,  and  he  defired  at  leaft  to 
fecure  this  as  far  as  it  was  in  his 
power.  Influenced  by  this  confider- 
ation,  he  made  a  general  publication 
of  the  memorials  of  the  two  firft 
divifions  on  the  laft  day  of  March. 

In  an  advertifement  prefixed  to 
the  collection  he  obferved,  that  the 
memorials  were  at  firft  written  for 
the  notables  only  ;  that  it  was  juft 
that  projects,  upon  which  the  king 
had  demanded  their  advice,  fnould 
be  referred  for  their  examination 
before  they  were  communicated  to 
the  public ;  but  that,  as  falfe  repre- 
fentations  had  been  made  of  their 
tenour,  it  was  at  length  become  ne~ 
ceftary  to  inform  the  people  of  the 
genuine  intentions  of  the  fovereign. 
He  afked,  Whether  any  difficulties 
could  be  put  in  competition  with  the 
benefits  propofed  ?  Whether  any 
pretext  could  be  alledged  for  appre- 
henfion  and  inquietude  ?  T 'hey 

would  pay  more  !  Undoubtedly  ; 
but  who  ?  thofe  only  who  now  paid 
too  little ;  they  would  pay  according 
to  a  fair  and  accurate  eftimate;  not  a 
man  would  be  aggrieved.  The  fa - 
crifice  of  privileges  was  demanded! 
True;  juftice  demanded,  the  pub¬ 
lic  good  exadted  it ;  was  it  better  to 
overburthen  the  nonprivileged,  the 
people?  Tfyere  would  be  loud 

temor;- 
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.  emonftrances !  It  was  expccled  ; 
could  public  benefit  be  produced 
without  offending  particular  inter-, 
efts.  ;  could  a  reform  b,e  made,  and 
no  complaints  attend  upon  it  ?  But, 
the  voice  of  patriotifm,  the  grati¬ 
tude  due  to  a  fovereign  who  con¬ 
certed  with  the  nation  the  means  of 
infuring  the  public  tranquillity,  ho¬ 
nour,  that  honour  which  was  the 
ruling  quality  of  a  Frenchman, — 
could  it  he  doubted,  that  thefe  would 
ultimately  prevail  over  every  other 
*  .onftdefation  ?  Already  the  fir  ft 
orders  of  the  ftate  had  confefied, 
that  their  property  ought  to  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  ■  public  burthens  ;  al¬ 
ready  they  had  offered  to  facrifice 
their  perfonal  exemptions  for  the 
relief  of  the  people.  It  would  be 
tmjuft  to  regard  reafonable  doubts, 
obfervations  that  fprung  frpm  pub¬ 
lic  feelings,  the  expreflions  of  inge¬ 
nuous  dignity,  as  difplaying  a  male¬ 
volent  oppofition.  It  would  be  to 
calumniate  the  nation  and  to  con¬ 
tradict  its  mbit  unqneftionable  dif- 
pofltions,  to  imagine,  that  its  feffti  - 
ments  would,  not  coincide  with  thofe 
of  a  king,  whom  it  loved,  and  whom 
it  faw  animated  with  the  fingle  de? 
fire  of  the  public  felicity,  ,  • 

It  has  fufliiently  appeared,  that 
the  notables  were  dilpofed  to  regard 
no  proceeding  of  the  controller- 
general  with  a  favourable  eye.  They 
immediately  fixed  upon  the  prefent, 
and  treated  it  with  acrimonious  ant- 
mad  verfi  on.  The  bureau  of  the 
duke  de  Bourbon  obferved,  that  the 
unaechftomed  formulary  of  an  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  people  was  repugnant  to 
the  nature  of  a- monarchical  coiiftitiir 
tion  ;  that  the  intentions  of  the  fo¬ 
vereign  ought  never  to  be  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  public  but  through 
the  medium  of  the  laws ;  and  that 
nothing  was  furely  more  contrary 
to  the  views  of  the  king,  than  a 


publication  capable  of  exciting  a 
dangerous  ferment  in  the  minds  of 
the  multitude.  The  bureau  of  the 
prince  de  Conti  was  ftili  ftronger  in 
its  expreflions.  They  were  full  of 
confternation  at  the  dangerous  ten¬ 
dency  of  the  advertifement.  They 
could  exprefs  nothing  but  the  im- 
preflion  of  a  profound  grief,  and 
the  cry  of  their  offended  honour. 
The  confidence  of  the  king  had  hi¬ 
therto  ftipported  the  notables  in  the 
midft  of  all  their  labours;  but  by 
the  advertifement  their  proceedings 
were  expofed  to  fufpicion,  the  peo¬ 
ple  were  led  to  entertain  falle  hopes, 
and  real  impofitions  were  prefented 
under  the  guifeof  alleviation. 

The  king  replied  to  the  bureaux, 
that  his  m miller  had  printed  no¬ 
thing  but  by  his  fpecial  order.  Such 
was  the  la  ft  mark  of  fupport  given 
by  the  fovereign  to  a  fervant,  who 
had  probably  engaged  his  confidence 
more  deeply  than  any  of  his  prede- 
ceftbrs,  and  had  induced  him  to  lend 
his  royal  authority  to  an  undertaking 
of  the  moft  arduous  and  complicated 
nature.  Every  thing  was  now  ripe 
for  his  downfall.  His  influence  had 
been  gradually  undermined  with  the 
higher  orders  of  the  ftate,  with  the 
people,  and  with  the  fovereign.  The 
notables  were  adjourned  from  the 
fifth  to  the  twelfth  of  April  for  the 
Eafter  recefs.  On  the  eighth  Mr. 
de  Calonne  received  his  difmiflion, 
and  Mr.  de  Miromefnil,  the  keeper 
of  the  feais,  and  who  had  lately 
been  his  rival,  at  the  fame  time  re¬ 
ceived  orders  to  refign.  Such 
were  the  circumfiances  of  Mr.  de 
Calonne *s  fituation,  and  fuch  the 
vehemence  of  the  cabal  agapift  him, 
that  in  retiring  to  a  private  ftation 
he  was  not  permitted  to  retire  to 
tranquillity,  and  that  his  fortune 
ftili  continues  to  occupy  a  fiiare  in 
the  national  hiftory. 

C  4 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Proclamation  for  the  Olfervance  of  Sunday,  Revolution,  in  Holland.  Mating 
cf  Parliament.  Treaty  voitb  Hefe  CaJJi'L  Trier  cafe  of  the  Army.  Ord¬ 
nance.  Motion  of  Cenfure  upon  the  Promotion  of  Admirals* 


TH  E  domefUc  events  of  the 
year  1787  were  not  marked 
by  any  peculiar  brilliancy  and  luf- 
tre.  A  t  ran  fact!  on  that  deferves  to 
be  mentioned,  both  as  charadteriftic 
oT  the  court  and  the  metropolis,  and 
as  having  for  fome  time  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  public,  is  the  pro¬ 
clamation  that  was  made  on  the 
firft  of  June,  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  piety  and  viitue,  and  the 
preventing  and  punifhing  of  vice, 
profanenefs  and  immorality.  This 
meafure  was  faid  to  have  originated 
in  the  mitigation  of  Mr.  Wilber- 
force,  member  for  the  county  of 
York,  and  has  fome  features  of  the 
fedt  of  reiigioniffis,  the  methodifts, 
of  which  that  gentleman  is  an  adhe¬ 
rent.  Whether  the  minifter  were 
really  influenced  by  the  cflenfible 
motives  of  the  proclamation,  or 
whether  it  was  merely  a  piece  of 
compliance  and  courtfhip  that  he 
paid  a  man  of  considerable  intereft, 
we  pretend  not  to  decide. 

The  proclamation  obferved  with 
inexpreffible  concern  the  rapid  pro- 
'  grefs  of  impiety  and  licentioufnefs, 
and  that  deluge  of  profanenefs,  im¬ 
morality,  and  every  kind  of  vice, 
which,  to  the  fcandal  of  our  holy 
religion,  had  broken  in  upon  the  na¬ 
tion.  It  exprefled  the  royal  purpofe 
and  refolution  to  difcountenance  e~ 
very  thing  of  that  fort  in  all  per- 
fbns,  of  whatever  quality  or  degree, 
and  particularly  in  filth  as  were  em¬ 
ployed  near  the  perfon  of  the  king. 
It  required  all  perfons  of  honour 
authority  to  give  an  example  of 


piety  and  virtue.  It  ftrkdly  forbad 
the  playing  at  dice,  cards,  and  eve¬ 
ry  other  g;ame  on  Sunday,  either 
in  public  or  private  houfes.  It 
commanded  all  perfons  decently  and 
reverently  to  attend  the  worfhip  of 
God  on  that  day,  On  pain  of  the 
highefS  difpjeafure  of  the  king,  and 
of  being  proceeded  againft  with  the 
utmoft  poffible  rigour  by  law.  It 
enjoined  all  magiftrates  to  be  vigb 
lant  in  the  difeovery,  and  profecu- 
tion  of  perfons  guilty  of  exceffive 
drinking,  blafphemy,  fwearing, 
profanation  and  lewanefs  ;  to  fup- 
prefs  gaming  and  other  loofe  and 
diforderly  houfes,  unlicenced  places 
of  entertainment,  and  loofe  and  Yu 
centious  prints,  books  and  publica¬ 
tions.  They  were  directed  to  pre¬ 
vent  all  perfons  keeping  taverns  and 
other  public  houfes  from  receiving, 
or  permitting  guefts  to  remain  in 
their  houfes  during  the  time  of  di¬ 
vine  fjsrvice  on  Sunday.  Com-? 
manders  by  fea  and  land  were  alfo 
enjoined,  by  their  own  good  and 
virtuous  lives  and  their  authority, 
to  prevent  all  officers,  private  fob 
diers  and  mariners  from  vice  and  de¬ 
bauchery,  and  to  excite  them- to  the 
practice  of  religion  and  virtue. 

This  proclamation  was  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  circular  letter  from  the  fe- 
eretary  of  hate  to  the  feveral  high 
fheriffs  of  England  ;  and,  in  order 
to  give  it  greater  operation  and  effi¬ 
cacy,  a  voluntary  aflociation  was  en¬ 
tered  into  and  publifhed  on  the  twen¬ 
ty-third  of  February  1788,  confift? 
jng  of  the  arejibifhop  of  Canterbu¬ 
ry 
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ry,  nine  dukes,  one  marquis,  four¬ 
teen  earls,  twenty  bilhops,  and  a 
great  number  of  perfons  of  rank 
and  diffinction.  A  publication  ap¬ 
peared  about  the  fame  period,  enti¬ 
tled,  “  Thoughts  on  the  Importance 
of  the  Manners  of  the  Great  to 
General  Society,’ *  which  was  com¬ 
monly  afc.ribed  to  Mr.  Wilberforce, 
but  has  fined  been  fuppofed  to  be 
written  by  Mifs  Hannah  More,  and 
which  excited  confiderable  attention. 
It  is  in  the.  fpirit  and  nearly  in  the 
ifyle  of  the  proclamation,  and 
ftrongly  urges  perfons  of  rank  to 
that  flridtnefs  and  fe verity  of  per- 
fonal  manners?' which  alone  can  pro¬ 
duce -a  great  revolution  in  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  nation. 

But  the  attention  of  government 
was  hot  entirely  confined  to  the  reli¬ 
gious  improvement  of  the  people  of 
England.  In  the  autumn  of  the 
year  1787  the  diffenfions  of  Holland 
had  rifen  to  their  ultimate  erifis,  and 
their  event  greatly  depended  upon 
the  interpofition  or  forbearance  of 
foreign  nations.  The  principal  al¬ 
ly  of  one  party  was  the  French ; 
but  they  were  too  deeply  en¬ 
gaged  by  their  domeffie  fituation 
to  be  able  to  attend  to  the''  ba¬ 
lance  of  Europe.  The  friend  of 
the  other  party  was  the  king  of  Pruf- 
fia,  and  he  was  aflifled  by  Great  Bri- 
tain.  The  particulars  of  the  inva- 
fion  do  not  belong  to  our  domeftic 
hiftarv.  It  is  fufficient  to  oblerve, 
that  the  Pruffian  army  under  the 
duke  of  Brunfwic,  entered  the  ter¬ 
ritories  of  Holland  on  the  thirteenth 
of  September ;  and  that,  finding 
fcarcely  any  thing  to  refill  their  pro- 
grefs,  they  made  themfelves  mailers 
of  the  Hates  of  Holland  on  the 
eighteenth,  and  obliged  that  affem- 
bly  to  adopt  whatever  refolutions 
were  diftated  to  them  at  the  point 
of  the  fword.  France  unable  to  for¬ 
get  its  former  rank  in  the  Icale,  no- 
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tided  it’s  intention  of  afiifting  the 
Dutch  two  days  before  the  ultimate 
event  :  but  this  notification  pro¬ 
duced  nothing  more  than  a  mutual 
armament  of  the  courts  of  London 
and  Verfailles,  which  was  dilbanded 
by  common  confent  on  the  twenty- 
feventh  of  October.  It  was  upon 
this  occafion,  that  a  treaty  was  open¬ 
ed  with  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe  Caf- 
fel,  and  concluded  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  September,  by  which  that 
prince  engaged  to  furnifh  to  the  king 
of  Great  Britain  a  body  of  twelve 
thoufand  men  at  four  weeks  notice, 
in  confideration  of  a  fuhfidy  of 
<6,oool.  per  annum.  It  is  to  be 
hoped,  that  this  is  the  lad  occafion, 
in  which  the  authority  of  Britain 
will  be  employed  on  the  fide  of  def- 
potifm,  and  a  foreign  (late  fhall  pre¬ 
fume  to  arred  any  power  of  Europe 
in  its  purfuit  of  liberty  and  aconditu- 
tion. 

In  confeciuence  of  this  tranfadtion 
it  was  fovmd  necefiary  toaflemble 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
fomewhat  earlier  than  is  ufual  in  time 
of  peace  ;  and,  the  feffion  having 
commenced  on  the  twenty-feventh  of 
November,  thetwohoufes  were  ad- 
dreifed  in  a  fpeech  from  the  throne. 
The  king  remarked,  that  attheclofe 
of  the  lad  feffion  he  had  informed 
them  of  the  concern,  withwhich  he  ob- 
fervedthe  dilputes  unhappily  fubfift- 
ing  in  the  republic  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces.  Their  fituation  foon  after¬ 
wards  became  more  critical  and  a- 
larming  ;  and  the  danger,  which 
threatened  their  conditution  and  in¬ 
dependence,  feemed  likely  in  its  con- 
fequences  to  affeCl  the  fecurity  and 
intereds  of  his  dominions.  No  en¬ 
deavours  were  wanting  on  his  part 
to  contribute  to  the  rdforation  of 
tranquillity  and  the  maintenance  of 
the  lawful  government ;  and  he  had 
thought  it  necefiary  to  explain  his 
intention  of  counteracting  all  forci¬ 
ble 
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Me  interference  on  the  part  of  France. 
Under  thefe  circum fiances  the  king 
of  Pruffia  had  demanded  fatisfaflion 
for  the  infult  offered  to  the  princefs 
of  Orange,  his  filler  ;  and,  the  par¬ 
ty  which  had  ufurped  the  govern¬ 
ment  being  alarmed  at  his  proceed¬ 
ings,  and  having  applied  to  the  moil 
Chriftian  king  for  afliftance,  that 
prince  had  notified  to  his  majefty  his 
intention  of  granting  their  requefh 
On  receiving  this  notification  the 
king  did  not  hefitate  to  declare,  that 
he  conld  not  remain  a  quiet  fpeffa- 
tor  ;  and  he  gave  immediate  orders 
for  augmenting  his  forces  both  by 
fea  and  land.  In  the  courfe  of  thefe 
tranfaffions  he  had  thought  proper 
to  conclude  a  fubfidiary  treaty  with 
the  landgrave  of  Hefle  Caffel.  In 
the  mean  time  the  rapid  fuccefs  of 
the  duke  of  Brunfwic,  while  it  was 
the  means  of  obtaining  the  repara¬ 
tion  demanded  bv  the  kino-  of  Pruf- 
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lia,  enabled  the  provinces  to  deliver 
themfelves  from  the  oppreflions  un¬ 
der  which  they  laboured.  All  fubr 
jedfs  of  conteff  being  thus  removed, 
an  amicable  explanation  took  place 
between,  the  courts  of  London  and 
Verfailles,  and  they  had  agreed  to 
place  their  naval  eftablilhments  upon 
the  fame  footing  as  in  the  beginning 
of  the  prefent  year.  The  king  ob¬ 
served  upon  the  ze:d  and  unanimity, 
which  upon  this  oecanon  had  been 
Ihcwn  by  all  ranks  of  his  fubjedts. 
He  mentioned  the  war,  which  had 
broken  out  between  Rnflla  and  the 
Porte ;  the  convention  he  had  made 
with  the  king  of  France  upon  the 
fubjefl  of  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  and  the 
jieceflity  there  was  of  particular  at¬ 
tention  to  the  proper  means  of 
maintaining  his  diflant  pofleflions  in 
an  adequate  pofture  of  defence. 

The  addrefs  in  anfwer  to  the 
fpeech  from  the  throne  was  moved 
by  the  earl  of  Harrington.  The 
language  that  was  employed  upon 
6  » 


this  occasion  was  full  of  panegyric 
and  exultation.  The  proceedings  of 
adrniniflration,  in  regard  to  the  af- 
fairs  of  the  United  Provinces  exhibit¬ 
ed  a  glorious  pidhire,  asthey  proved 
that  a  love  of  juftice  was  a  primary 
coniideration  with  us,  that  the  na¬ 
tional  fpirit  retained  its  original  ar¬ 
dour,  and  that,  though  the  wounds 
of  Great  Britain  were  green,  and 
hie  was  hill  fufFering  from  the  cala¬ 
mities  of  a  war,  in  which  fhe  had 
fought,  not  for  glory,  but  for  exig¬ 
ence,  hie  was  neverthelels  able  and 
willing  to  hand  forth  the  protector 
of  the  oporefled  and  the  injured.  By 
fuch  conduct  this  country  had  meri- 
torioufly  repaid  thole  exertions  of 
our  maritime  neighbours,  to  which 
we  had  been  indebted  for  the  glorh 
ous  revolution.  The  bifhop  ofLan* 
daff  alluded  to  his  oppofition  to  the 
commercial  treaty,  and  declared, 
that  he  was  not  lefs  ready,  to  ex* 
prefs  his  full  and  decided  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  prefent  meafures,  than 
he  had  been  to  condemn  with  great 
freedom  and  fmcerity  the  proceedings 
pf  government  on  the  former  occa- 
hon.  Fie  entered  into  the  metaphy  - 
fical  quehion  of  the  right  we  had, 
forcibly  to  interfere  in  fettling  the 
internal  difputes  of  an  independent 
ftate.  Was  it  the  right,  which  every 
individual  derived  from  nature  of 
aflifting  thole  whom  he  faw  opprc fl¬ 
ed  with  unjuft  force?  No:  for  to 
poflefs  ourfelves  of  this  right,  it  wai 
necdlary  to  take  the  queftion  for 
granted,  which  by  the  adverfe  part 
was  peremptorily  denied.  Was  it  the 
right  of  aiufting  a  majority  to  reco¬ 
ver  their  ancient  conftitution  ?  He 
did  not  know  on  which  fide  in  the 
late  controversy  the  majority  of  the 
Dutch  nation  had  been  engaged.  It 
was  then  upon  the  ground  of  felf* 
prefervation  :  for,  if  France  had 
gained  Holland,  we  had  been  un- 
donert  This  was  mutually  true  of 
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both  parties,  and  he  thought  that 
the  republic  had  been  infatuated  in 
not  perceiving,  that  file  could  never 
be  fecured  againft  the  machinations 
of  continental  defpotifm,  but  by  the 
fhieid  of  Great  Britain.  Lord  Stor- 
tiiont  delivered  his  fentiments  upon 
the  fame  fide,  though  he  was  dif- 
pofed  to  attribute  very  little  merit 
to  an  adminiftration,  who  had  Dif¬ 
fered  the  ftad'cholder,  to  be  driven 
from  the  Hague,  to  be  divefted  of 
his  moil  valuable  rights,  and  to  be 
nearly  expatriated,  before  they  took 
any  fteps  to  relieve  him.  The  for¬ 
tunate  event  was  owing  to  the  in¬ 
terpolation  of  providence,  to  the  de- 
lufion  of  the  defeated  party,  and  to 
the  embarraffed  fituation  of  France, 
upon  which  he  enlarged,  and  re-, 
fpedting  which  he  exp  re  iTed  his  hope, 
that  the  fpirit  of  liberty,  which  had 
lately  appeared,  might  become  ge¬ 
nera  1. 

In  the  houfe  of  commons  the  ad- 
drefs  was  moved  by  Mr.  Dudley 
Ryder,  eldeft  ion  of  lord  Harrowby, 
Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that  he  rnuft 
contradict  every  political  principle 
upon  which  he  had  hitherto  added, 
if  he  refufed  his  approbation  to  the 
principal  objeft  of  the  fpeech  ffom 
the  throne.  He  conhdered  it  as  a 
public  avowal  on  the  part  of  the  fo~ 
vereign,  that  thofe  principles,  which 
had  not  long  fince  been  fligmatifed 
as  romantic,  canftituted  the  fyftem, 
by  which  it  was  the  true  intereft  of 
this  country  to  be  governed  ;  that 
it  was  necefiary  to  fay  to  the  nation, 
44  Taxed  as  you  are  in  your  candles, 
your  windows,  and  all  the  necef* 
44  faries  of  life,  labouring  at  prefent 
44  under  the  heavieft  burthens,  you 
44  muft  contribute  fomething  more, 
44  in  confeq uence  of  your  relative 
<4  fituation  with  the  powers  of  the 
44  continent,  and  for  maintaining 
the  balance  of  Europe.’3  Mr* 


Fox  remarked,  that  he  had  repeat¬ 
edly  been  cenfured  in  the  preceding 
feflion  for  enlarging  on  the  perfidy 
and  treacheroufnefs  of  France  ;  but 
that  his  charges  were  weak  indeed* 
compared  with  that  contained  in. 
the  fpeech  from  the  throne.  There 
it  was  explicitly  declared,  that  France 
had  fignified  her  intention  of  aflift- 
ing  the  ufurpers  of  the  legal  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  United  Provinces* 
at  the  very  time  when  fhe  was  in 
arpity  and  alliance  with  the  govern¬ 
ment  itfelf.  For  himfelf  he  did  not 
think  it  necefiary  to  enquire  into  the 
legality  of  the  conftitution  of  a  fo¬ 
reign  ftate.  It  was  fufficient  for 
him  to  coniider,  which  party  was 
moft  inclined  to  be  friendly  to  Great 
Britain,  and  to  renew  the  natural 
alliance  with  this  country.  He  re¬ 
marked  that  in  the  fpeech  of  the 
king  it  was  exprefsly  ftated,  that  the 
king  of  France  had  notified  his  in¬ 
tention  of  granting  his  afliftance  to 
the  malcontents  in  Holland  ;  in  the 
counter  declaration  the  court  of 
France  afiyrted,  that  they  had  never 
entertained  fuch  an  intention.  He 
did  not  however  hefitate  which  of 
the  two  authorities  to'  prefer ;  and 
he  was  fatified,  that  no  minifter 
would  prefume  to  put  any  thing  but; 
truth  into  the  mouth  of  the  fove- 
reign.  He  difapproved  of  the  ufe 
of  the  word  forcible,  as  qualifying 
the  mention  of  tlie  interference  of 
France.  It  was  well  known,  that 
ftie  had  long  interfered  in  a  very 
different  mode ;  and,  though  he 
confidered  indirect  and  concealed 
praddices  and  the  fomenting  of  fac¬ 
tions  and  cabals  as  in  a  high  degree 
illaudable  and  unworthy,  yet,  fo 
long  as  they  were  notorioufiy  re- 
forted  to  by  other  powers,  it  became 
the  duty  of  Britifh  minifters  toeoun- 
teraft  them  in  the  fame  fecret  way. 
He  concluded  with  mentioning  the 
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appointment  of  admiral  Pigot  to 
command  the  grand  fqoadron  upon 
this  occasion ;  and  obferved,  that 
this  meafure  fully  juftified  a  fimilar 
appointment  which  had  been  made 
by  his  own  admin iftratj on  in  1782, 
when  the  deftination  of  the  fame 
perfcin  to  command  in  the  Welt 
Indies  had  been  attended  with  Tome 
animad  verhon  from  men  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with  his  merits  and  ability.  Mr. 
Pitt  followed  Mr.  Fox,  and  con¬ 
gratulated  himfelf  on  the  unani¬ 
mity  which  appeared  on  all  fides  of 
the  houfe.  In  this  fitliation  he  was 
am  willing  to  deprive  Mr.  Fox  of  the 
complacency  he  might  feel,  in  the 
idea  of  his  exclufive  1  ight  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  firft  inculcating  a  conti¬ 
nental  principle.  He  would  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  make  him  lefs  in  love  with 
it,  by  affuming  to  himfelf  an  equal 
honour  in  having  long  fince  adopt¬ 
ed,  and  being  conflantly  governed 
by  fimilar  opinions.  In  the  con¬ 
duct  they  had  adopted  minifters  had 
certainly  done  no  more  than  their 
duty,  and  the  fortunate  event  of 
the  tranfaCtions  was  lefs  to  be  a- 
foribed  to  any  other  caufe,  than  to  a 
lingular  combination  of  circum- 
ftances. 

Mr.  Fox  repeatedly  preffed  for  a 
copy  of  the  notification  of  the  court 
of  France,  and  on  the  third  of  De¬ 
cember  made  an  exprefs  motion  for 
that  purpofe.  He  obferved,  that 
parliamentarily  f  peaking  they  had  no 
proof  of  its  exigence,  and  that  in 
faff  they  were  called  upon  to  pro¬ 
nounce  their  approbation  of  the  late 
martial  preparations  and  the  ex- 
pences  incurred,  while  the  only  evi¬ 
dence  before  them  contained  a  broad 
and  grofs  declaration,  that  there  had 
never  exifted  a  reafon  for  thefe  pre¬ 
parations.  It  was  faid,  that  the 

notification  was  made  verbally  ;  but, 
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notifications  ufually  exifted  in  writ¬ 
ing,  and  minifters  would  fcarceiy 
wifh  to  have  it  imagined,  that  they 
tranfafted  bufinefs  info  ioofe  a  man¬ 
ner,  as  to  fuffer  anv  communication 
of  importance  to  reft  upon  the  fide¬ 
lity  of  their  recollection.  Mr.  Pitt 
refilled  the  production  of  the  docu¬ 
ment.  He  faid  the  contents  of  the 
paper  in  which  it  was  contained, 
were  a  general  fyftem  of  rea foiling 
on  the  affairs  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces,  and  a  juftification,  or  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  juftify,  the  conduct  pro- 
pofed  to  be  adopted  by  France  ;  and 
an  anlwer  was  returned  of  a  fimilar 
defcription.  Would  any  perfon  wifh 
merely  from  curiofity  to  bring  for¬ 
ward  an  enquiry  into  the  cireum- 
ftances  of  a  controverfy,  which, 
though  now  Happily  terminated,  had 
been  near  involving  the  crowns  of 
Great  Britain  and  France  in  a  war  ? 

Two  days  fubfequent  to  this  dif- 
cuflion  the  Heftian  treaty  was  brought 
under  the  examination  of  the  houfe 
of  commons.  Mr.  Fox  animadvert¬ 
ed  upon  the  article  in  which  it  was 
ftipulated,  that  the  Heffian  troops 
fhould  not  be  liable  to  be  tranfport- 
ed  beyond  fea,  unlefs  for  the  imme¬ 
diate  defence  of  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland.  This  was  an  unfortunate 
exception,  fince  by  the  conflitution 
the  king  was  not  impowered  to  em¬ 
ploy  thofe  troops  at  home,  unlefs 
with  the  exprefs  concurrence  of  par¬ 
liament,  while  he  might  very  pro¬ 
bably  want  them,  as  in  the  la'ft  war, 
to  ferve  in  Gibraltar,  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies,  or  America.  Mr.  Pitt  replied, 
that  the  oircumftances  of  thelaft  war 
were  peculiar.  We  had  then  no 
connection  with  any  power  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  of  couihe  could  have  no 
occafion  for  an  army  to  be  employed 
upon  the  continent ;  but  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  late  tranfaefcions  our 
fit-nation-  was  effentially  different. 

Our 
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Our  connexions  might  afford  us  an 
opportunity  of  employing  conti¬ 
nental  forces  with  lingular  advan¬ 
tage  ;  and,  by  ufing  foreign  troops 
in  that  fervice,  we  ffiould  be  able  to 
direct  our  natural  force,  and  parti¬ 
cularly-  our  marine,  towards  other 
obieXs  in  the  hip-heft  degree  inter- 
effing; 

Mr.  Burke  declared  his  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  meafures  that  had  been 
pudued  with  rtfpeX  to  Holland, 
and  of  the  renewal  of  continental 
connexions.  He  agreed  with  Mr; 
Fox,  that  it  was  not  neceffkry  to 
trouble  o.urfelves  with  definitions  of 
the  legality  of  foreign  governments. 
He  held  it  for  a  maxim  of  found 
policy,  that,  where  the  interference 
of  France  could  be  fuccefsfulfy  coun- 
teraXed,  it  became  us  to  feize  the 
moment  and  the  means  of  effecting 
that  objeX.  With  regard  to  fubfi- 
diarv  treaties,  as  a  neceffary  branch 
of  continental  connexions,  they 
were,  generally  con  fide  red,  wife 
meafures  ;  but  the  prefent  was  not 
merely  a  treaty  of  Tbfidy.  The 
landgrave  was  too  wife  a  man  to  ha¬ 
zard  his  fafety  for  banco  crowns. 
It  might  happen,  that,  inffead  of 
receiving  twelve  thou  land  troops 
from  Heffe,  we  might  be  obliged  to 
lend  to  that  country  ten,  twenty  or 
a  hundred  thou  fa  nd  men,  Confi- 
dering  the  tranfaXion  by  itfelf,  it 
was  the  laid  meafure  to  which  Mr. 
Burke  could  give  his  confent.  France 
was  a  great  nation  and  would  fhort- 
ly  recover  her  natural  importance. 
We  might  derive  eonfiderable  ad¬ 
vantage  from  the  friendfhip  of  the 
Hutch  in  the  Eaff  Indies,  but  we 
could  not  expeX  much  affiftance 
from  Holland  as  an  aXive  ally.  He 
took  it  for  granted  that  Prulfia  and 
not  Heffe  was  the  principal  in  the 
treaty.  It  was  proper  alfo  to  take 
a  view  to  the  reft  of  Europe.  The 
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emperor,  whatever  doubts  might  fe 
entertained  as  to  his  true  charaXer, 
was  a  potentate  too  powerful  to  be 
difregarded  ;  and  the  czarina  feem- 
ed  capable  alone  of  giving  law  to  the 
North.  Analliancewith  both  or  either 
of  thefe powers  would  enable  us  to  ft t 
France  at  defiance,  notwithftanding 
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her  union  with  Spain.,  which  we 
could  not  expeX  to  d  Halve.  With 
Emilia  and  Fruffia  and  Holland  for 
our  allies,  he  declared,  he  fhoiikl 
little  regard  the  reft  of  the  world. 
But,  without  connexions  of  more- 
importance  than  with  the  landgrave 
of  Hefle,  the  prefent  treaty  might 
weaken,  but  could  never  fupport 
us.  The  fubfidy  was  voted  nemine 
contradicente. 

The  army  efri mates  came  under 

the  confideration  of  the  houfe  of 

commons  in  the  following  week.  It 

was  obferved  by  the  fecretary  at 
*  * 

war,  that  adminiftration  would  ill 
have  merited  the  praife  they  had 
received,  if,  among  other  coniider- 
ations  that  the  recent  fituation  had 
fuggeffed,  their  care  had  not  been 
extended  to  the  d  iff  ant  polTeffions  of 
the  fovereign.  In  minutely  exq-. 
mining  their  fituation  and  circnm- 
ifancss,  theyHiad  been  found  to  af¬ 
ford  fubjeXs  of  greater  anxiety  than 
comfort ;  their  military  eftablifh- 
ment  being  inadequate  to  defend 
them  againif  a  furprife..  The  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  officers  and  commanders, 
who  had  been  employed  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  iilands,  and  had  the  moft 
competent  knowledge  of  the  fub- 
jeX,  was  taken,  and  the  refultliad 
been,  that  it  was  thought  adv  Table 
to  increafe  the  army  by  three  thou- 
fand  and  fixty-four  men.  The  mode 
adopted  for  this  purpofe,  was,  to  re- 
ftore  the  third  and  fourth  battalions 
of  the  fixtieth  regiment*  and  to  en¬ 
large  the  regiments  in  aXual  fervice 

o  o 

from  eight  companies  to  ten,  which 

was 
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was  their  quota  before  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  war.  A  considerable 
advantage  would  accrue  from  this 
circumftance,  as  the  officers,  who  at 
the  peace  had  been  attached  to  re¬ 
giments  en  fecond  would  now  be 
provided  for.  It  was  inconceivable 
what  difadvantage  had  refulfed  from 
the  mode  adopted  at  the  peace.  It 
was  calculated  to  crufh  the  hopes 
and  expectations  of  military  officers, 
and  annihilate  the  army.  For  five 
years  not  a  fingie  promotion  had 
been  made  but  by  purchafe,  and 
every  one,  who  wifhed  to  rife,  was 
obliged  to  flake  his  own  life  againfl 
that  of  three  others. 

Mr.  Fox  expreffed  his  aftonifh- 
znent,  that  no  more  fat  isfabtory  rea- 
fon  was  affigned  for  the  propofed 
increafe,  than  the  twd  words,  that 
mimfters  had  found  the  fitnation  of 
the  Weft  Indian  iflands  to  be  fubjebts 
of  anxiety  rather  than  comfort.  If 
fuch  an  allegation  were  admitted, 
parliament  was  giving  up  at  once 
Its  legiflative  functions,  and  refign- 
ing  all  pretenftons  to  inveftjgation, 
check  and  control.  When  mmifters 
charged  a  Conftderable  fum  for  fe- 
cret  fervice  money  in  Holland,  he 
was  ready  to  repofe  a  chearfu!  con¬ 
fidence  in  their  difpofal  of  it*.  Had 
they  now  propofed  an  augmentation 
of  the  army  for  a  fingie  year,  and 
alledged  that  they  had  a  reafon  for 
this  augmentation,  which  could  not 
at  prefent  be  difclofed,  he  would 
readily  have  fubmitted.  But,  when 
a  meafure  was  meant  to  be  perma¬ 
nent,  the  houfe  could  not,"  confid¬ 
ently  with  their  duty  to  their  con- 
ftituents,  blindly  give  the  minifter 
credit  for  the  propriety  of  his  fug- 
geftion.  The  propofed  augmenta¬ 
tion  was  an  implied,  though  not  a 
direbt  cenfure  on  the  tondiibt  of 
thofe  who  had  propofed  the  peace 
eftablifhment  of  1783.  That  efta- 


biiflmlent  had  then  ftruck  the  friends 
of  the  prefent  minifter,  as  too  large  5 
and,  he  owned,  he  had  expebted 
the  objection.  While  America  was 
in  our  hands,  it  had  been  neceftary 
to  keep  up  a  larger  eftabliftiment* 
In  174.9  Louiftana,  Canada  and 
other  provinces  had  been  in  the 
hands  of  the  French,  and  Mr.  Fox’s 
peace  eftablifhment  had  therefore 
been  formed  rather  with  a  view  to 
that  of  1749,  than  to  that  of  >763* 
He  obferved  upon  the  circumftance 
of  confulting  the  officers  and  com¬ 
manders  upon  the  fpot.  Such  per- 
fons  would  have  been  the  laft  au¬ 
thority,  to  which  he  ftiould  have 
reflated.,  Nothing  could  be  more 
obvious,  than  that  each  command¬ 
er  of  an  iftand,  would  demand  as 
large  a  force  as  he  thought  equal  to 
his  refponfibilitv,  and  would  go¬ 
vern  himfelf  in  his  requifttion, 
merely  by  a  regard  to  his  own,  par* 
ticular  fitnation.  From  hence  Mr. 
Fox  argued  ftrongly  in  favour  of 
the  appointment  of  a  commander  in 
chief,  fince  in  judging  of  a  proper 
peace  eftablifhment  for  the  whole 
pofteffions  of  Great  Britain,  much 
muft  depend  upon  a  general  and 
comprehenftve  view  of  all  the  parts 
and  their  exigencies  ;  a  matter  to 
which  fuch  a  minifter  could  alone 
be  competent.  Another  objebHon 
to  the  propofed  plan  was  the  un* 
healthy  climate  of  the  Weft  Indian 
iflands.  Mr,  Fox  would  have  liked 
the  augmentation  better,  if  it  had 
been  applied  any  where  elfe.  Nova 
Scotia,  tor  inftance,  was  a  healthy 
colony,  and  troops  in  that  fituation 
would  have  been  fufficiently  near 
to  have  had  recourfe  to  in  a  time  of 
danger.  In  fabt  it  was  well  known, 
that  the  augmentation  was  connebt- 
ed  with  a  fyftem  of  fortification,  in¬ 
tended  to  be  adopted  in  the  Welt 
Indies.  How  then  was  it  poffible 
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for  parliament  ro  decide  in  the  pre¬ 
fer!  t'  cafe,  without  being  preViouffy 
made  acquainted  with  the  extent, 
to  which  the  fyftem  was  propofed 
to  be  carried,  and  the  amount  of 
the  expence  that  would  accrue  to 
the  public  ;  he  did  not  mean  the 
annual  expsnce,  blit  the  total  ex¬ 
pense  that  would  be  neceffary,  be¬ 
fore  the  undertaking  was  completed  ? 

Mr.  Fox  deduced  from  the  pfe- 
fent  propo-fal  a  defence  of  his  own 
adminiHration,  From  the  attempt 
of  that  day  it  was  evident,  that  he 
was  the  only  mini  Her  that  had  eVer 
been,  a  ecu  fed,  of  having  declined  to 
take  money  out  of  the  pockets  of 
the  people,  and  of  eftablifhing  too 
fmail  a  Handing  army  in  time  of 
peace.  With  regard  to  patronage 
aiio,  which  had  been  charged  againfl 
him  as  the  object  of  his  purfuit 
when  in  office,  reflecting  the  army 
at  lead  he  had  that  day  been  fully 
acquitted ;  fince  the  fecretary  at 
war  had  declared,  that,  in  confe¬ 
rence  of  his  regulations,  not  a  An¬ 
gle  promotion  had  been  made  for 
the  laH  five  years,  but  by  way  of 
purchafe.  Mr.  Fox  had  on  a  for¬ 
mer  day  freely  joined  in  applaud¬ 
ing  the  late  attempts  to  regain  con¬ 
tinental  connections.  Why  was  he 
an  advocate  for  fueh  connexions  ? 
Becaufe,  by  creating  a  diverfion  for 
France  nearer  home,  we  weakened 
her  power  of  hoHile  attack  abroad  ; 
becaufe  the  effect  of  fiich  a  circmii- 
liance  enabled  parliament  to  fave 
the  money  of  its  conffituents,  and 
leffen  the  peace  effablifhment.  W as 
this  a  time  to  increafe  the  army, 
and  not  rather  to  difarm  and  reduce 
it  ?  Mr.  Fox  obferved  upon  it  as  a 
remarkable  eircumffance,  that  m 
our  late  convention  with  France  we 
had  agreed  to  reduce  the  navy.  He 
verily  believed,  that  this  was  the 
true  reafon  for  the  present  propofed 


augmentation  of  the  military  eftab- 
liffiment  in  the  plantations;  and  in 
that  cafe  France  and  not  Britain  had 
reafon  to  triumph  in  the  event  of 

a. 

the  late  tranfactions.  In  the  treaty 
with  Heffe,  government  appeared 
to  countenance  the  introduction  of  fo¬ 
reign  troops  in  preference  to  calling 
out  the  militia ;  and  in  their  ffipu- 
1  at  ion  with  France  they  confent- 
ed  to  reduce  our  naval  force,  and 
then  came  forward  with  a  propofo 
tion  for  augmenting  the  army. 

Mr.  Pitt  entered  at  larp-e  into  the 

o 

ground  of  the  meafure.  There 
were  but  three  ways  of  endeavouring 
to  fecure  the  Weff  Indian  iffands ; 
either  by  maintaining  a  large  Ha¬ 
tionary  fleet ;  or  by  fending  out  fuc- 
cours  naval  and  military  upon  the 
profpefl  of  a  rupture  ;  or  by  keep¬ 
ing  a  military  force  upon  the  iflanxb 
equal  to  their  defence  againff  Hidden 
furprife.  Experience  had  proved 
that  a  naval  force  alone  could  not 
protect  them.  With  regard  to 
the  fending  temporary  fuccours  from, 
home,  hoftiiities  might  be  com- 
menced  by  furprife ;  it  might  not 
always  be  fa'e  to  detach  a  part  of 
our  navy  :  or  a  variety  of  caufes 
might  prevent  their  arriving  time 
enough  to  prevent  an  attack.  It  was. 
abfurd  therefore  to  aliedge  that 
blind  and  impl  icit  confidence  was  no  w 
demanded  by  miniffers.  They  had 
inveftigated  the  ffrength  of  our  pof- 
feffions  in  the  Atlantic ;  they  had 
called  in  the  advice  of  officers  for¬ 
merly  ferving  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  they  had  acknowledged  that 
to  fet  all  profpeCt  of  capture  at  de¬ 
fiance  was  impoffible,  but  they  had 
conceived  it  both  practicable  and 
wife  to  guard  againff  Hidden  furprife. 
Mr.  Pitt  Hated  the  expence  of  the 
fortifications  as  amouritingtobetweeft 
1 8o,oool.  and  200,00 .pi ;  and  he  re¬ 
marked,  that  the  meiFure  vvas.fo  far 

from 
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from  implying  any  preference  of  a 
land  to  a  naval  force,  that  on  the 
contrary,  unlefs  it  were  adopted, 
the  effect  of  our  marine  operations 
would  be  crippled  and  embarafled 
and  the  ufe  of  our  navy  infinitely 
diminiflied.  The  meafure  was  far¬ 
ther  arraigned  by  colonel  Fitzpa¬ 
trick  and  general  Burgoyne :  and 
Mr.  Ballard  aud  Mr.  Martin, 
thought  proper  to  declare,  that, 

•  unlefs  fome  fixonger  reafons  were 
affigned  for  tlie  propofed  augmenta¬ 
tion,  they  Ihould  think  therafelves 
obliged  to  give  their  vote  again!!  it. 
At  length  the  lioufe  divided,  ayes, 
242,  noes,  80. 

•  Mr.  Fox  enquired,  upon  the  re¬ 
port,  what  number  of  forces  it  was 
intended  to  appropriate  to  each  of 
the  illands  refpeffively  ?  As  the 
principle  of  the  augmentation  was 
to  give  each  ifland  a  force  capable 
of  repelling  invafion,  independent¬ 
ly,  of  fuccour  from  any  other  quar¬ 
ter,  the  houfe,  before  they  could 
spree  to  the  refolution,  ought  to  be 
enabled  to  judge  if  it  were  likely 
to  anfwer  the  purpofe  for  which  it 
was  defigned.  Other  wife  minilters 
in  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  year 
would  find  themfelves  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  coming  to  the  houfe  for  a 
Bill  farther  increafe,  and  an  unlimit¬ 
ed  expence  would  be  entailed  upon 
the  nation. 

On  the  tenth  of  March  the  fecre  - 
taiy  at  war  Bated  to  the  houfe  the 
nature  of  the  propofed  reduction  in 
the  houfhold  troops.  It  was  in¬ 
tended  entirely  to  abolifli  the  two 
troops  of  grenadier  guards,  to  re¬ 
form  the  two  troops  of  horfe  guards 
upon  a  different  conltruffion,  and 
to  fuhlfitute  the  privates  of  the  gre¬ 
nadier  guards  inltead  of  the  privates 
of  the  horfe  guards  who  were  to  be 
difbanded.  This  variation  would 
be  a  confiderable  benefit  to  the  pub- 


cil ;  but  in  its  immediate  effects 
would  be  attended  with  additional 
expence.  The  burthen  indeed  was 
leffened  by  the  difintereflednefs  of 
the  duke  of  Northumberland,  one 
of  the  colonels,  who  declined  the 
acceptance  of  any  compenfatidn. 
The  chief  lofs  would  refnlt  from  the 
circurnflance  of  its  having  been  cuf- 
tomary  for  the  privates  of  the  horfe 
guards,  inftead  of  receiving  bounty 
money,  to  pay  a  certain  fmn  for  ad- 
million.  It  was  fit,  that  this  money 
fit  Quid  be  returned  :  and  the  fnm 
neceffary  for  that  purpofe  would  be 
28,oool.  The  laving  to  the  public 
in  the  following  year  would  be 
1 2,oool.  and  the  ultimate  faving 
24,0001. 

The  ordnance  was  voted  the  fame 
day  as  the  army.  Upon  this  oceali- 
on  Mr.  Courtenay  animadverted 
upon  a  plan  formed  by  the  duke  of 
Richmond,  mailer-general,  for  raff¬ 
ing  a  corps  of  artificers,  who  were 
to  be  fubjefted  to  military  law,  in* 
If  ruffed  in  the  duties  of  a  fdldier, 
and  not  admitted  into  the  fervice 
under  the  height  of  five  feet  ten 
inches.  He  ridiculed  the  idea  of 
elf i mating  the  merit  of  mafons,  car¬ 
penters  and  bricklayers,  not  by  their 
Ikill  in  their  refpeffive  trades,  but 
by  their  height ;  and  obferved,  that 
the  mailer-general expeffed  men  who 
could  earn  half  a  crown  per  diem 
at  their  trade,  to  enliff  for  lefs  than 
a  third  of  the  money  in  the  double 
capacity  of  artificers  and  loldiers. 

In  the  following  week  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan  made  feveral  motions  upon 
the  fubjeff  of  the  ordnance.  The 
firlf  was  for  an  elfiraate  of  the  ex-< 
pence  of  the  fortifications  intended 
in  the  Well  Indies,  with  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  number  of  troops  ne- 
ceffary  to  garrffon  them,  A  fecond 
refpeffed  the  purchafe,  that  had 
lately  been  made,  of  fome  powder- 
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mills  at  Waltham-abbey,  a  project  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Sheridan  in  the  high- 
eft1:  degree  abfurd  and  impolitic,  tend¬ 
ing  to  annihilate  the  manufafilure  of 
gunpowder,  and  fubftitutfing  in  its 
room  an  unfair  monopoly  in  the 
hands  of  government  only.  Every 
pound  of  powder  thus  obtained  coft 
government  four  times  the  price, 
for  which  they  could  purchafe  it 
from  private  manufadurers.  A 
third  fudject  related  to  the  fortifica¬ 
tions  carrying  on  at  Cumberland 
Fort,  In  animadverting  upon  this 
fubjeft  Mr*  Sheridan  declared,  that 
he  almoft  rvpenced  the  vote  he  had 
given  againfl  the  duke  of  Richmond’s 
fortifications  two  years  before,  be- 
caufe  he  had  every  reafon  to  believe 
it  would  ultimately  be  adopted  ;  and 
he  had  much  f  ather  the  houfe  fhould 
openly  and  knowingly  have  formed  a 
bad  precedent,  than  that  they  fhould 
have  a  bad  precedent  foifted  upon 
them  indirectly  and  againfl  their  con¬ 
sent,  The  lad  dub  jeer.  of  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan’s  motions  was  the  corps  of  artifi¬ 
cers  mentioned  by  Mr,  Courtenay. 

Mr.  Pitt  repLied  to  the  animad- 
verfions  upon  which  rhe  motiops 
were  grounded.  He  Had  already 
explained  the  fiibied:  of  tht  firft,  and 
he  muff  refill  the  motion,  becaufe 
compliance  was  impoftib]  e.  With 
refpedt  to  the  powder-mi l Is  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  it  was  expedient  go¬ 
vernment  fhould  have  fome  mills  in 
its  pofteftion,  for  the  purpofe1  of  try¬ 
ing  experiments  in  the  mami.faflure, 
to  endeavour  to  prevent  thrt  com¬ 
plaints  to  which  the  gun}  fowdef 
ferved  in  the  lall  war  had  b  een  li¬ 
able,  and  to  guard  againfl  th  2  con¬ 
sequence  of  finding  ourfeives  upon 
an  emergency  wholly  at  the  me:  'ey  of 
the  manufacturers.  The  'objeffl  of 
forming  the  corps  of  artificers  had 
been  economy,  and  govern nfent 
would  fave  by  this  project  aoool.f  in 
an  article  of  2  2,ooch 
1788, 


In  the  progrefs  of  the  fubjefl  it 
was  farther  enquired,  whether  the 
corps  of  artificers  were  already  en- 
lifted  and  embodied.  In  that  cafe 
Mr.  Sheridan  remarked,  that  the 
authors  of  the  meafure  had  been 
guilty  of  a  very  illegal  act,  as  they 
had  taken  upon  them  to  raife  a  body 
of  men  without  the  content  of  par¬ 
liament.  He  maintained,  that  every 
man,  who  exceeded  the  number  li¬ 
mited  by  the  mutiny  bill,  was  ex¬ 
empt  from  the  operation  of  military 
law.  This  doCtrine  was  treated  by 
fir  Charles  Gould,  judge  advocate 
general,  as  highly  dangerous,  fince 
in  that  cafe  foldiers  would  them- 
felves  be  fet  up  for  judges  of  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  law,  and  a  door  would 
be  opened  to  every  fpecies  of  difor- 
der.  Surelv  every  man  that  enlift- 
ed,  whether  included  in  the  mutiny 
bill  or  not,  was  liable  to  be  tried 
by  military  law.  Mr.  Pitt  juftified. 
the  formation  of  the  corps,  as  it  had 
been  raifed  upon  the  fame  principle 
with  all  the  new  levies,  and  the  ap~ 
prehenfion  of  a  war,  according  to  the 
liberal  interpretation  of  the  prero¬ 
gative,  juftified  the  meafure.  Mr. 
Fox  replied,  that  the  corps  had  been 
formed  after  the  alarm  of  war  had 
fubfided ;  and  he  afterted,  that  the 
lowed  foldier  had  a  right  to  judge 
of  the  tribunal  by  which  he  was  to 
be  tried.  If  he  were  not  included 
in  the  number  limited  by  the  mu¬ 
tiny  bill,  he  might  refufe  to  be  tried 
by  military  law,  and  it  was  as  much 
his  right,  as  that  of  any  man  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  to  appeal  to  the 
laws  of  his  cotmtry.  If  the  doctrine 
of  fir  Charles  Gould  were  admitted, 
the  bill  of  rights  was  virtually  re¬ 
pealed.  Mr.  Huftey  exprefted  his 
alio ni foment,  that  a  paltry  faving 
of  2000I.  per  annum  could  be  deem¬ 
ed  a  diffident  motive  for  putting 
fix  hundred  Englifhmen  under  mi¬ 
litary  lav/  ;  and  he  was  followed  on 
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the  fame  tide  of  the  queftionby  Mi*. 
Pelham,  Mr.  Marfham  end  hr  W  il¬ 
liam  Molefworth.  Mr.  Sheridan 
having  agreed  to  withdraw  the  hr  ft 
of  his  motions,  the  remaining  ones 
were  voted  by  parliament  :  and,  the 
houfe  having  divided  upon  the  claufe 
of  the  mutiny  bill  that  refpebted  the 
corps  of  artificers,  the  numbers  Rood, 
ayes  142,  noes  7c. 

The  expediency  of  the  eftabiifh- 
ment  of  a  corps  of  artificers  was 
brought  under  the  difeuffion  of  the 
houfe  of  lords  during  the  progrefs 
of  the  mutiny  bill.  The  duke  of 
.Richmond  urged  in  its  juftificalion, 
that  fuch  corps  made  a  part  of  the 
army  in  all  foreign  fervic.es,  and  for 
their  utility  well  deferred  to  be  co¬ 
pied  by  ourfelves.  Whatever  impu¬ 
tations  might  be  caft  upon  him,  no 
man  could  be  more  an  enemy  to 
the  degrading  feverity  of  perfonal 
puni'fhmerit.  He  had  always  been 
againft  it,  and  was  of  ouinion  that 

O  t  7  a. 

it  might  be  altogether  difpenfed 
with.  The  meafure  was  farther 
vindicated  by  lords  Cathcart  and 
Rawdon. 

A  fubjedf,  that  excited  confider- 
able  difeuffion  in  both  houfes,  was 
a  promotion  of  admirals,  that  had 
.been  made  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
September  178,7,  in  confequence  of 
the  apprehenfion  that  was  then  en¬ 
tertained  of  a  urar  with  France.  In 
this  promotion  Sixteen  perfons  were 
felected  from  the  fenior  captains  of 
the  navy,  ami  a  confiderably  greater 
number  palled  over,  as  ineligible  for 
this  new  rank.  The  mode  .of  re¬ 
jection  was  by  no  means  unprece¬ 
dented  ;  but  it  was  conceived,  that 
feveral  of  the  perfons  omitted were 
in  an,  uncommon  degree  qualified, 
both  by  fervice  and  ability,  for  the 
ftation  of  commanders.  This  per- 
fuafion,  whether  true  or  falfe,  made 
fo  deep  an  imprefften  upon  the  pub¬ 
lic  mind,  as  to  afford  one  of  thole 


queftionS,  wdiich  we  have  feen  not 
feldom  occurring,  in  vhich  the  pre- 
fen  t  minifter  had  reafon  to  appte  - 
hend  that  he  fhould  be  left  in  a  md- 
nority. 

It  was  moved  by  lord  Rawcion, 
on  the  twentieth  of  February,  that 
the  houfe  of  lords  fhould  prefer  ,t  an 
addrefs  to  the  fovereign,  requfdBng; 
him  to  take  into  confideratkjn  the 
fervices  of  fuch  captains  in  thfj  navy, 
as  had  been  pafied  over  in  t  he  pro¬ 
motion  of  admirals.  Amon/g  the  ob- 
fervations  that  were  offered  in  flip- 
port  of  the  motion  it  was  Rated,  that 
the  half-pay  of  a  rearwdmiral  had 
been  offered  to  every  one  of  thefe 
captains,  and  that  the  fi.leftion could 
not  therefore  have,  been  made  from 
a  motive  of  economy.  Lord  Howe, 
firft  lord  of  the  admi  raitv,  rofe  in 
defence  of  the  n  leafuro,  of  which  he 
was  confidered  as  the  advifer.  He 
ftated  the  high  degree  of  refponfi- 
bility,  that  w;is  vefted  in  the  office 
he  held ;  th.e  neceflary  corollary 
from  which  ’was  a  r j  ght  to  exercife 
his  diferetion  ;  and  that  diferetion 
could  no  where  be  more  indifpenfi- 
ble,  than  in  the  promotion  of  cap¬ 
tains  to  thy  rank  of  admiral.  There 
were  two  qualifications  requifite  in 
perfons  l  ikely  to  be  intruded  with 
the  care  of  our  fleets.  They  muft 
be  pofk  filed  of  bodily  ftrength,  to 
enable  them  to  fupport  the  hard- 
fliipar  .d  fatigue,  to  wdiich  their  pro- 
feflion  was  incident.  They  muft 
poflefs.  a  ftgnal  degree  of  knowledge, 
n ndei  'Landing  and  (kill,:  the  officer 
who  d  if  played  great  bravery  in  the 
com  nand  of  a  fhip,  might  not  be 
qua.1  ified  to  prefide  over  a  fleet* 
Gn  rn  inconvenience  vyopld  refuit 
fro  m  the  promotion  of  all  fenior 
captains  indifcriminately.  Once 
ra  ffed  to  the  rank  of  a  rear-admiral, 
tlyey  muft  unavoidably  go  through 
t’.ie  fuperior  degrees  of  promotion. 
Officers  that  did  not  ferve  voiRd 
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Rami  in  the  way  of  thofe  that  did, 
and  the  nation  would  lofe  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  high eft  qualifications  and 
the  mod  promifing  ability  for  the 
fake  of  an  ufelefs  punctilio. 

The  earl  of  Sandwich  followed 
lord  Howe.  He  knew,  that  it  was 
ufual  for  perfons,  that  had  formerly 
filed  the  office,  the  conduct  of  which 
was  brought  under  animadverfion, 
not  to  meddle  in  the  debate ;  but 
he  fhbuld  beg  leave  to  facrifice  a 
Cohfici  oration  of  mere  decorum  to 
the  higher  impulfe  of  duty.  He 
obferved  that  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain  ftood  high  in  the 
opinion  of  Europe.  It  had  ac¬ 
quired  abundant  credit  for  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  its  proceedings,  for  confin¬ 
ing  itfelf  to  its  province,  and  for  not 
affirming  fundi  ions  that  did  riot  pro¬ 
perly  belong  to  it.  If  a  complaint 
were  formally  made  of  breach  of 
truft  or  impioper  conduct  in  any 
member  of  adininiftration,  parlia¬ 
ment  had  a  right  to  inffiitute  an  en¬ 
quiry,  and,  upon  proof  of  the  fadt 
alledjged,  to  addrefs  the  king  to  re¬ 
move  the  delinquent.  But  the  pro¬ 
portion  before  them  was  widely 
different ;  and,  in  adopting  it,  the 
houfe  of  lords  would  be  affiuming 
the  functions  of  the  executive  go¬ 
vernment.  Lord  Sandwich  defcrib  - 
ed  the  motives,  which  had  led  to  the 
effablifhment  of  the  fuperannuated 
lift,  in  inftituting  which 'he  had  had 
a  confiaerable  ftiare.  In  the  year 
1747  a  naval  promotion  had  been 
neceflarv,  and  there  were  in  the  lift 
of  captains  feveral,  that  were  qua¬ 
lified  in  a  fuperior  degree  for  the 
command  of  a  fleet.  But  the  diffi¬ 
culty  was  how  to  promote  them 
without  loading  the  public  with  an 
intolerable  expence.  At  the  time 
of  inftituting  the  eftablifhment  there 
were  only  eight  admirals  made,  and 
eighteen  captains  were  paffied  over  ; 
a&d  yet  there  was  no  complaint,  no 


motion  before  that  houfe  to  addrefs 
the  king,  no  idea  entertained  of 
partiality  or  injuftice.  Better  offi¬ 
cers  in  the  opinion  of  lord  Sand¬ 
wich  had  never  been  put  upon  the 
lift,  than  were  the  new  admirals. 
Among'  the  omitted  captains  there 
might  good  officers  be  found  ;  but, 
if  the  houfe  wandered  out  of  its 
province  and  addreffed  the  crown  in 
favour  of  one  officer,  the  talk  would, 
be  endlefs.  The  motion  of  lord 
Rawdon  was  negatived  without  a 
divifion. 

On  the  next  day  the  fubjedt  was 
brought  forward  in  the  houfe  of 
commons*  An  addrefs  was  moved 
by  Mr.  Baftard,  requefting  the  king 
to  confer  fome  mark  of  his  favour 
upon  captain  Balfour  and  captain 
Thompfon,  who  had  received  the 
thanks  of  that  houfe  for  their  beha* 
viour  on  the  twelfth  of  April  5782. 
Mr.  Baftard  obferved,  that,  if  this 
motion  were  palled,  he  fliould 
follow  it  by  a  propofition  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  other  officers ;  and  add¬ 
ed,  that  it  was  public  opinion,  that 
was  the  principal  objedi  and  aim  of 
thofe  who  engaged  in  military 
fervice.  When  that  was  loft,  the 
ardour  of  their  ambition  decayed, 
their  fpirits  were  dejected,  and  dif- 
grace  and  ruin  to  the  country  were 
the  inevitable  confequence.  He 
quoted  a  fpeech  of  lord  Howe  in 
the  houfe  of  commons,  upon  oc- 
cafion  of  lord  Rodney’s  vidtory,  in 
which  it  was  ftated,  that  the  pro- 
tedfion  of  that  houfe  was  what  was 
looked  up  to  by  the  officers  of  the 
navy,  and  what  contributed  princi¬ 
pally  to  keep  emulation  alive.  He 
reprobated  the  feledtion  that  had 
been  made,  as  capricious,  inconfift- 
ent  and  abfurd.  Captain  Laforey 
had  been  palled  over,  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  his  having  entered  into  the 
civil  fervice  of  the  crown,  and  be¬ 
ing  a  eomufiffioner  in  one  of  his 
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majefty’s  docks ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  fir  Charles  Middleton,  who  had 
the  office  of  controller  of  the  navy, 
and  to  whom, the  objection  equally 
applied,  was  promoted.  The  fe- 
leffion  was  defended  upon  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  railing  fucli  only  to  the  rank 
of  admirals,  as  were  qualified  to  take 
the  command  of  a  fleet ;  and  yet  lir 
John  Lindfay  was  in  the  lift,  who, 
though  a  moft  deferving.  officer,  was 
in  a  ftate  of  fuch  infirmity,  that, 
however  his  friends  might  ardently 
with  his  recovery,  they  could  not 
hope  for  it  with  any  degree  of 
confidence.  Captain  Balfour,  who 
was  qualified  for  immediate  fervice, 
had  not  only  the  recommendation 
of  his  merits  on  the  twelfth  of 
April,  but  he  had  alfo  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  in  the  preceding  war,  under 
the  aufpices  of  captain  Laforey,  by 
entering  with  boats  the  harbour  of 
jLouiibourg,  and  cutting  out  one  of 
the  enemy's  Chips  of  the  line.  What 
a  lefibn,  exclaimed  Mr.  Baftard, 
would  the  late  promotion  hold  out 
to  the  fervice;  and  what  would  men, 
whole  Ions  fhould  hereafter  enter 
into  the  naval  profeffion,  think  it 
neceflary  to  recommend  to  them  for 
their  future  fuceefs  ?  Inftead  of 
advifmg  them  to  fink,  burn  and 
deftroy  the  enemies  ftiips,  inftead  of 
telling  them  that  victory  was  the 
road  to  rank,  and, that,  the  higher 
they  carried  the  Britilh  name,  the 
nearer  they  approached  to  the  ac- 
quifition  of  honour  and  reward ; 
they  would  recommend  to  them  to 
look  after  merchant  ftiips,  to 
feize  upon  private  property,  to 
increafe  their  fortunes  rather  than 
their  fame,  and  by  that  means  to 
fccure  parliamentary  inffiience;  m  a 
word,  to  cultivate  nothing  but  fer¬ 
vidly  and .  meannefs,  to  ftudy  the 
caprice  of  the  full  lord  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,,  to  be  his  follower,  his  Hatter' 
e*r,  and  perhaps  lib  pi  run. 


The  motion  was  oppofed  by  Mr. 
Pitt  on  account  of  its  unconftitu- 
tional  interference  with  the  preroga¬ 
tives  of  the  crown.  Mr.  Beaufoy 
obferved,  that  no  axiom  was  more 
obvious,  than  that  the  Britifh  con- 
ftitution  was  difiblved,  from  the  in- 
ftant  that  the  executive  authority 
was  affumed  by  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  people.  What  form  of  go¬ 
vernment  might  fucceed  he  fhould 
never  think  worth  an  enquiry.  The 
happinefs  of  thofe,  who  would  be 
willing  to  furvive  fuch  a  ruin, 
was  entitled  to  no  conftderation. 
Bu  t  whatever  fy-ftem  of  policy  might 
be  eftablifhed,  certain  it  was,  that 
that  conftitution,  which  had  excited 
the  wonder,  and  fixed  the  admira¬ 
tion  of  the  world  ;  that  conftitu¬ 
tion,  which  had  given  ns  conqueft: 
and  fplendour  abroad,  and  inch  con¬ 
tinued  happirrefs  at  home,  as  feem- 
ed  to  contradict  the  common  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  mutability  of  human, 
affairs,  and  the  precarioufnefs  of 
political  freedom  ;  that  conftitution 
which  our  anceftors  died  to  eftablifti, 
and  which  it  would  be  facrilege 'm 
us  to  furrender,  muft  be  for  ever 
annihilated. 

Mr.  Baftard  thought  proper  to 
withdraw  the  motion  which  had 
been  made,  and  fome  time  after¬ 
wards  brought  forward  his  propo- 
fttioR  in  a  different  form,  calculated 
to  meet  the  objection  of  the  minifter. 
The  motion  of  the  eighteenth  of 
April  was,  that  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  fhould  refolve  itfelf  into  com¬ 
mittee,  to  enquire  into  the  conduit 
of  the  admiralty  on  the  bufinefs.nl 
the  late  promotion.  Mr.  Pitt  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  this  puopofition 
was  more  agreeable  to  his  ideas  of 
the  conftitution  ;  it  remained  for 
the  houfe  to  confider,  whether  thefie 
were  fufficient  grounds  to  warrant 
that  degree  of  fufpicion  which  the- 
motion  implied.  He  obferved,  that 
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flie  thanks  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  which  had  been  voted  to  cap¬ 
tains  Balfour  and  Thompfon  for 
their  behaviour  on  the  twelfth  of 
April,  could  not  furely  be  conftrued 
into  a  claim  to  the  rank  of  admiral, 
linee  they  had  received  the  thanks 
in  common  with  all  the  officers  and 
even  all  the  failors  on  board  the 
fleet.  He  acknowledged  the  gal- 
iantry  of  the  aftion,  that  had  been 
atchieved  at  Louilbourg*  Captain 
Balfour  had  had  the  lingular  good 
fortune  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
difiinguilhing  his  bravery  and  lkili, 
as  the  commander  of  a  lingle  fiiip  ; 
but  was  there  any  thing  in  the  na¬ 
ture  and  circumfiance  of  the  aftion, 
that  proved  captain  Balfour  quali¬ 
fied  for  the  more  complicated  duties 
of  the  command  of  a  fleet  r  Mr. 
Pitt  alked,  how  was  the  houfe  of 
commons,  compofed  as  it  was, 
to  judge  whether  captains  were 
•qualified  to  be  admirals  ?  Would 
they  undertake  to  fay,  that  captains 
Balfour,  Thompfon,  Laforey  and 
a  few  others  ought  to  have  been  ad- 
vanced,  and  that,  the  remaining 
names  were  properly  omitted  ?  Tlfe 
next  thing  they  would  have  to  do, 
was,  to  refolve,  that  they  were  bet¬ 
ter  judges  of  naval  concerns,  than 
thofe  who  had  had  a  profeffional 
education.  Mr.  Dundas  inforced 
the  reafonings  of  Mr.  Pitt.  He  af¬ 
fected,  that,  if  the  motion  were  car¬ 
ried,  it  would  produce  this  bad  con- 
feqnerice,  that  no  fir  if  lord  of  the 
admiralty  would  hereafter  fubjeet 
himfelf  to  fuch  an  enquiry,  as  that 
which  was  now  propofed  ;  and  that 
all  future  promotions  muff  be  made 
by  feniority  and  rotation. 

Mr.  Fox  remarked,  that  he  was 
fecond  to  no  man  in  anxiety  to  pre- 
ferve  the  diftin&ion,  between  the 
prerogatives  of  the  crown  and  the 
privilege?  of  parliament 5  and  that, 
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though  he  fhould  vote  for  the  pre- 
fent  motion,  he  could  not  have 
fuppor ted  Mr.  Ballard  in  his  former 
propofal  of  an  addrefs.  Mr.  Fox 
noticed  Mr.  Pitt's  argument  refpefl- 
ing  captain  Balfour.  To  that  offi¬ 
cer’s  merit,  with  the  felicity  of  ex- 
predion,  which  always  in  an  emi¬ 
nent  degree  diftinguifhed  the  mi  , 
nilfer,  he  had  done  ample  ju#ice. 
But,  though  the  beginning  Of  hix 
argument  had  been  juft,  the  eon- 
clufion  was  falfe.  The  reafon  why 
captain  Balfour  ought  to  have  been 
made  an  admiral,  was  the  very  de- 
fcription  affigned  him  by  Mr,  Pitt. 
It  wasbecaule  he  had  had  the  lingular 
good  fortune  to  have  given  a  fuc- 
cefsful  proof  of  extraordinary  brav¬ 
ery  and  fkilh  Mr.  Fox  reprobated 
the  miniffer’s  argument  to  perfuade 
the  houfe,  that  thev  were  not  com- 
petent  to  judge  of  the  late  promo¬ 
tion.  In  like  manner  they  might 
be  told,  it  a  complaint  were  lodged 
againft  the  condudt  of  a  judge,  Y ou 
mu  If  not  enquire,  for  what  do  you 
know  of  the  law  ?  Leave  it  to  the 
chief  juffice  and  the  courts  below  ; 
they  alone  underhand  the  fubjebh 
If  the  argument  effefled  any  thing, 
it  effected  the  annihilation  of  the 
whole  conlfitutional  powers  of  cog* 
nizance  and  control  that  were  veiled, 
in  that  houfe. 

Lord  M ulg rave  expreffied  a  de¬ 
gree  of  difTatisfabUon  with  the  pro¬ 
motion,  though  he  could  not  fuffer 
himfelf  to  be  induced  to  vote  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Mr.  Ballard’s  propofitibn. 
He  thought  it  peculiarly  mortifying, 
that  an  officer  ftiould  remain  igno¬ 
rant,  till  the  hour  of  promotion  ar¬ 
rived,  of  the  difappointment  that 
was  in  (fore  for  him.  He  fuggeffed 
his  wifh,  that,  upon  feeling  the  in¬ 
firmities  of  advancing  age,  they 
ffiould  have  it  in  their  power  to  alk 
for  their  own  fuperanuation ;  and 
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that  the  lift  fhould  thus  be  brought 
to  be  confidered,  as  the  reward  of 
paft  fervices,  and  not,  as  now,  a  ftig- 
ma  and  a  degradation.  The  mo¬ 
tion  was  fupported  by  fir  George 
Howard,  fir  William  Molefworth, 
Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Drake  and  cap¬ 
tains  Macbride  and  fir  George 
Collier.  It  was  oppofed  by  Mr. 
Grenville,  lord  Hood  and  Captain 
Berkeley.  Upon  a  divifion  the 
numbers  appeared,  ayes  135,  noes 
3  ye.  The  refult  being  fo  favour¬ 


able,  Mr.  Baftard  was  encouraged 
foon  after  to  bring  forward  the  quef- 
tion  in  a  different  fliape,  and  to  move 
as  a  refolution,  that  it  was  highly  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  naval  fervice  of  Great 
Britain,  to  fet  afide  in  the  promo¬ 
tion  or  admirals  officers  of  difitin- 
guifhed  merit  and  approved  fervice, 
who  were  not  precluded  by  any  or¬ 
ders  of  the  king  in  council.  The 
propofition  was  rejedled  upon  the 
previous  queftion,  ayes  169,  noes 
220, 
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yW'lN  the  fifth  of  May,  thehoufe  of 
lj  commons  being  in  a  committee 
of  .ways  and  means,  Mr.  Pitt  entered 
into  an  explanation  of  the  revenues 
and  expenditure  for  the  year  1788, 
He  Bated,  that,  notwithftanding  the 
extraordinary  expenc.es  of  the  arma¬ 
ment,  the  debts  of  the  prince  of 
Wales  and  other  temporary  articles, 
the  prelent  year  had  afforded  a  clear 
furolus  of  27,000.1,  exclufive  of  the 
wdiipn  appropriated  to  the  finking 
fund.  Other  extraordinary  articles 
would  ftill  occur  ;  and  he  feared  that 
tv  years  mull:  elapfe  before  we 
could  come  at  our  permanent  peace 
eftrbliihment.  But  we  fhould  in  all 
probability  be  able  to  meet  every  de¬ 
mand  U  this  fort  without  the  impo- 
iition  of  any  new  burthens  upon  the 
ccoMnp  The  permanent  peace  ef- 
f  b  'foment  Mr.  Pitt  ftated  at 
1  yJ.  i,'  Ool;  the  expenditure  being 
iff  waled  from  the  fuVn  at  which  it 
:b  ■:  been  calculated  by  the  committee 
1 786,  by  the  additional  Weft  Indi¬ 


an  eftahliffiment,  and  the  fubfidy  of 
the  landgrave  of  Hefie.  The  per¬ 
manent  revenue  he  eftimated  at 
1  5,792,00c!,  which  fum  was  the  ex- 
aft  produce  of  the  effective  year 
ending  with  the  fifth  of  April  17 
Mr.  Pitt  defired  to  fugged  to  the 
houfe  the  progreffive  opulence  of  a 
country  in  time  of  peace,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  of  fuch  a  country  as  England, 
as  a  matter,  not  of  mere  fpeculation, 
but  which  experience  demonftrated 
to  be  true.  Thus  the  receipt  of  the 
permanent  taxes,  exclufive  of  the 
land  tax  and  the  malt  tax,  had  been 
in  the  year  1783  10,184, cool,  and 
in  the  year  1787  13,000,00c}.  We 
had  therefore  every  motive  for  exul¬ 
tation,  and  none  for  defpair. 

There  were  a  few  other  circurn  - 
fiances,  which  neceffarilv  entered 
into  that  day’s  bufinefs.  It  was  in 
contemplation  to  impofe  an  addi¬ 
tional  duty  upon  the  licences  to  Scot- 
tifh  difiillers,  and  upon*  the  licences 
for  felling  fpirituous  liquors ,  and, 
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though  the  former  of  thefe  in  parti¬ 
cular  had  for  its  object  rather  the 
benefit  of  the  fubject  than  of  the 
revenue,  they  would  both  of  them 
be  fources  of  additional  advantage 
to  the  finances.  There  was  alfo  an 
article  of  expenditure  to  be  provid¬ 
ed  for,  which  by  its  nature  was  per* 
feiftiy  detached  from  the  permanent 
eftabiifhment.  This  was  the  com- 
penfation  to  be  granted  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  loyal  ills,  which  Mr.  Pitt  propof- 
ed  to  pay  by  inftailments,  and  to 
provide  for  by  a  lottery  with  a  ca¬ 
pital  of  480,0001,  the  profit  of 
which  would  be  260,000!.  This  re - 
fource  muff  be  annually  repeated, 
till  the  claims  of  the  lovalifts  were 
entirely  difcharged.  which  would 
take  place  in  a  term  of  feven  or 
eight  years. 

Mr.  Sheridan  animadverted  upon 
the  reprefehtations  of  Mr.  Pitt. 
The  minifier  had  contrafted  the 
fiourifliing  ftate  of  the  Englifh  re¬ 
venue  -  wfith  the  embaraflinents  of 
the  government  of  France.  Mr. 
Sheridan  was  an  entire  weil-wifher 
to  that  part  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  argument; 
and  he  hoped,  that  the  French 
nances  would  always  be  found  in  as 

J 

bad  or  even  a  worfe  fttuation,  when¬ 
ever  Mr.  Pitt  fhoilld  have  mccafion 
to  repeat  the  comparifon  he  had  now 
made.  But  how  had  they  been  re¬ 
duced  to  that  miferahle  Filiation  ?-• 
By  doing  that,  which  we  had  done, 
and  were  periifling  to  do.  The 
French  had  not  faced  their  fitu¬ 
ation  ;  they  had  endeavoured  to  irn- 
pofe  upon  themfelves,  and  to  make 
it  appear  better  than  it  really  was, 
till  the  continuance  of  the  decep¬ 
tion  had  eafed  to  be  practicable. 
Mr.  Pitt  was  guilty  of  a  deception, 
when  he  took  the  produce  of  the 
year  1787  as  a  flandard  of  our 
revenues  inftead  of  taking  the  aver¬ 
age  of  1 786  and  1787;  in  which 
cafe  the  Revenue  would  have  amount¬ 
ed  to  no  more  than  15,250,000!, 


and,  inflead  of  affording  an  excels, 
have  fallen  fhoitof  the  expenditure 
by  the  fum  of  5  74,000!.  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan  particularly  excepted  to  the  ar¬ 
ticle  of  ordnance  in  Mr.  Pitt’s  efti- 
mate  of  the  permanent  eftablifh- 
ment,  which  took  no  notice  of  the 
expence  of  fortifications,  though 
the  minifier  himfelf  had  formerly 
admitted,  that  the  fortifications  in 
the  Weff  Indies  alone  would  amount 
to  between  two  and  three  hundred' 
thoilfand  pounds.  Mr.  Sheridan 
excepted  to  certain  other  articles  in 
the  expenditure;'  and  conceived, 
that  an  addition  ought,  to  be  made 
to  the  eftimate,  exclnfiveof  the  for¬ 
tifications,  of  between  four  and  five 
hundred  tiioufand  pounds.  In  the 
articles  credited  on  the  other  fide  op 
the  account,  he  particularly  ani¬ 
madverted  upon  the  fum  of  5  00,000!, 
to  be  paid  by  the  Eafit  India  compa¬ 
ny.  This  was  a  debt,  the  jufticeof 
which  was  difputed  in  every  part, 
and  which  the  company  was  neither 
able  nor  willing  to  difeharge.  From 
this  circurriPance'Mr.  Sheridan  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  notice  the  commutation 
act,  which,  lie  laid,  had  failed  in 
everv  circlim fiance,  for  which  thole 
who  fun  ported'  it  flood  pledged  to 
the  public.  The  company  were  fie-- 
qiiired  to  have  a  year’s  flock  before 
hand  ;  and  this  requifition  they-  had 
never  performed.  He  did  not  charge 
this  upon  the  company  as  blame- 
able  ;  their  finances  had  not  enabled 
them  to  do  it ;  and  did  government 
mean  by  their  prefent  extraordinary 
claim,  to  render  their  capital  more 
equal  to  their  engagements  >  Mr, 
Sheridan  concluded,  that,  in  the 
prefent  real  ftate  of  the  finances, 
and  evident  inefficiency  of  the  com¬ 
mutation  aft,  there  was  no  reafon 
why  a  duty  of  two  or  three  hundred 
thoufand  pounds fhouldnot  be  railed 
upon  the  article  of  tea.  Mr.  Fox. 
i  h forced  the  observations  of  Mr-. 
Sheridan,  by  remarking,  that  Mr. 
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Pitt  had  h imfelf- -ment-iene  d ,  when 
Rating  in  the  former  year  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  failure  of  the  revenue  of 
1786,  that  the  revenue  of  1787 
would  probably  be  as  much  more 
productive,  and  that  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other  could  be  taken  as  the 
criterion  of  our  real  ability.  Mr. 
Pitt  Rated  in  reply  to  Mr.  Sheridan, 
that  the  fortifications  were  not  to  be 
confidered  at  any  rate  as  a  perma¬ 
nent  expence  j  and  Mr.  Hufiey  re¬ 
marked  on  the  other  hand,  that  nei¬ 
ther  was  the  debt  of  the  EaR  India 
company  a  permanent  fource  of  re¬ 
venue). 

The  article  of  diflillery  which  had 
been  mentioned  by  the  minifier  in 
his  general  eRimate  of  the  annual 
revenue,  had  been  brought  under 
the  confideraticn  of  parliament  ear¬ 
ly  in  theprefent  feffion,  by  a  petition 
from  t he  c or n-di (fillers  of  the  city  of 
London.  The  fubjedf  of  complaint 
related  to  an  act,  that  had  been 
palled  in  the  year  1786  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  diffillery  of  the  kingdom 
of  Scotland,  which  was  fuppofed  to 
be  a  confiderable  fnfferer  from  the 
growth  of  the  contraban  d  trade  in  that 
article.  From  this  motive  the  exifting 
taxes  had  been  commuted  into  a  d  uty, 
in  the  way  of  licence, upon  the  Scottilh 
diffillery,  in  proportion  to  the  fizeof 
their  Rills ;  and  a  duty  of  two  {hil¬ 
lings  per  gallon  was  laid  upon  Scot- 
tiRi  fpirits  imported  into  England,  in 
order  that  they  might  not  underfell 
the  Enr  lilh  in  their  own  market.  The 
operation  of  the  act  was  limited  to 
a  period  of  two  years  ;  but  the  duty 
per  gallon  had  been  found  inade¬ 
quate  to  (he  objeCt  for  which  it  was 
intended  ;  and  the  advantage  in  fa- 
four  of  the  Scottilh  manufacturers, 
had  been  fo  great,  that  they  were 
computed  to  have  aCtuaily  imported 
into  England  ninety  thoufand  gallons 
per  annummore, than  the  whole  quan¬ 
tity  it  had  been  fuppofed  they  woqld 


have  diRilled.  This  faCt  was  eon- 
fidered  as  of  fo  great  moment,  as  to 
require  an  immediate  interpolation 
of  the  legiflature,  though  the  aCt  of 
1786  had  only  five  months  to  run  ; 
and  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Pitt  on  the 
fixth  of  February,  that  a  duty  of 
fix  pence  per  gallon  fhould  be  impofed 
during  the  interval,  in  addition  to 
the  two  fhiilings  of  1786.  This 
circumRance  was  Rrongly  complain¬ 
ed  of  by  feveral  of  the  Scottilh  re- 
prefentatives.  They  obferved,  that 
the  aCt  of  1786  was  a  ioiemn  com¬ 
pact  with  the  diRillers  of  Scotland, 
which  could  not  be  violated  without 
breach  of  faith  in  the  legiflature. 
Many  perfons  concerned  in  the  ma¬ 
nufacture  had  purchafed  cattle 
for  the  purpole  of  fatting  and  they 
would  be  obliged  to  go  on  with  the 
diffillery,  let  the  lofs  be  what  it 
might.  Four  gentlemen  engaged  in 
this  manufacture,  had  ereCted  exten- 
five  works,  and  were  already  in  pof- 
fefiion  of  large  quantities  of  fpirits. 
Their  works  alone  wrere  equal  to 
the  diRilling  more  fpirits  than 
would  glut  the  Scottifii  market. 
There  were  helide  many  thoufand 
gallons  now  arrived  in  the  Thames 
under  contract  for  delivery  in  Lon¬ 
don  at  a  Rated  price,  and  the  new 
duty  muR  of  confequence  fall  entire* 
ly  upon  the  original  proprietor.  In 
the  progrefs  of  the  bill  an  amend¬ 
ment  was  moved  by  fir  Thomas 
Dundas,  to  put  the  Englifhand  Scot¬ 
tilh  diRillers  upon  on  equal  footing. 
But  this  propofal  was  ohjeCted  to, 
as  having  been  found  by  experience 
unequal  to  the  encounter  of  enor¬ 
mous  frauds  in  the  revenue.  A 
claufe  was  admitted  in  the  laR  Rage, 
to  exempt  fpirits,  aCtuaily  fhipped  be*, 
fore  the  firR  of  February,  from  the 
payment  of  the  additional  duty* 
Finally,  upon  the  expiration  ol  the 
bill  of  178c,  a  permanent  proviliori 
was  introduced  for  impofing  a  duty 
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of  two  fhillings  and  nine  pence  per 
gallon  upon  all  Scottifh  {pints  im¬ 
ported  into  England. 

Mr.  Pitt  introduced  his  propofal 
for  a  ^ompenfation  to  the  American 
loyal  ills  on  the  fexth  of  June.  For 
the  better  adjuftment  of  their  claims 
he  diftributed  them  into  feveral 
claffes.  In  the  fir  ft  clafs  he  ranked 
all  thofe,  who  had.  redded  in  Ame¬ 
rica  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war.  and  whofe  eftates,  in  confe- 
quence  of  their  retreat  from  the  dif- 
affedled  provinces,  had  been  feized 
upon  and  confifcated.  To  thel'e 
loyal  ifts  he  meant  to  repay  the  full  a- 
mount  of  their  Ioffes  to  the  value  of 
iDjOool  :  and,  where  the  lofs  of  any 
perfon  exceeded  that  fum,  to  de¬ 
duct  a  percentage  upon  the  excels, 
of  ten,  fifteen  and  twenty  pounds 
refpe&ively,  in.  proportion  to  the 
greatnefs  of  their  Ioffes.  The  fe- 
cond  clafs  confided  of  perfons,  who, 
having  refided  in  England  during 
the  war,  had  exhibited  claims  on  the 
fcore  of  lots  of  property  in  America. 
To  thefe  perfons  he  alfo  propofed  to 
repay  the  full  amount  of  their  Ioffes 
to  the  value  of  io,oocl ;  and,  where 
the  lofs  exceeded  that  fum,  to  de¬ 
duct  a  percentage,  from  twenty  to 
feventy  pounds  refpedlively,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  greatnefs  of  their 
lofies.  The  next  clafs  were  perfons, 
who  having  enjoyed  places,  or  exer- 
cifed  profeiffons  in  America,  had,  in 
onfequence  of  th  ir  loyalty  to  this 
country,  been  obliged  to  withdraw 
themfelves,  and  had  loft  their  in¬ 
comes.  To  thefe  perfons  he  meant 
to  affign  a  provifion  in  the  way  of 
penfion,  of  fifty  per  cent  upon  every 
income  not  exceeding  400I,  and  of 
forty  and  thirty  per  cent  refpedtive- 
ly  upon  the  excels  above  400I. 
There  was  ftiil  a  farther  divifion  of 
claimants,  the  proprietors  in  Weft 
Florida,  who  ftood  in  a  very  differ¬ 
ent  predicament  from  the  American 
\  •  ' 


6> 

claimants ;  fince  they  had  quitted 
their  country,  in  confequence  of  a 
treaty  of  peace  agreed  to  by  the  le- 
giflature,  by  which  Florida  had  been 
ceded  to  a  different  government. 
Their  Ioffes  amounted  to  114,000!; 
and  the  liquidation  of  the  claims  of 
the  American  loyalifts  upon  the  plan 
he  had  fuggefted  would  require  the 
fum  of  1, 2  2 8, Pool.  The  propofal 
of  Mr.  Pitt  was  received  with  gene¬ 
ral  applaufe,  though  Mr.  Fox  ex- 
preffed  feme  difference  of  opinion 
from  the  fentiment  of  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Mr.  Burke,  who  contended  that 
the  propofed  compenfation  was  not 
a  matter  of  ftridt  juftice,  but  that 
the  claim  of  the  American  loyalifts 
refted  upon  the  generofity  and  com- 
paffion  of  parliament.  Mr.  Burke 
expreffed  fome  degree  of  fatisfadtion, 
that  America  had  not  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  com  pen  fating  the  loyalifts 
for  their  Ioffes,  which  would,  he  {aid, 
have  been  a  way  of  fetting  up  for 
themfelves,  that  would  have  done 
them  the  moft  effential  credit. 

Among  other  confederations,  that 
were  ftated  by  Mr.  Sheridari'ubon  the 
fubjeel  of  the  general  revenues  of 
Great  Britain,  he  had  obferved,  that 
the  commutation  adf  of  the  year  1784 
had  entirely  failed  in  the  objects,  up¬ 
on  account  of  which  it  had  been 
originally  recommended.  Upon 
this  fubjeel:  a  fort  of  polemical  chal¬ 
lenge  was  exchanged  between  him 
and  Mr.  Pitt  ;  and  Mr.  Sheridan 
moved  for  feveral  papers  for  the "flip- 
port  of  the  arguments  he  intended 
to  allege.  But  the  difcuffion  did 
iiot  take  place  in  the  collide  of  the 
felfeon.  The  points  Mr.  Sheridan 
undertook  to  demonftrate,  were, 
that  the  Eaft  India  company  had  ne¬ 
ver  had  in  its  warehouses  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  tea  required  by  law;  that  we 
now  fent  to  China  1,500,000!  annu¬ 
ally  in  fpecie,  inftead  of  400,060!, 
which  we  had  before  been  accuftdm- 
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ed  to  fend  ;  that  the  foreign  flapping 
to  that  country  was  four  times 
greater  than  it  had  been  at  any  for¬ 
mer  period  ;  and  that  the  contra¬ 
band  trade  was  likely  to  prevail  un¬ 
der  the  operation  of  the  act  to  a 
greater  extent  than  ever.  Mr*  Pitt 
declined  entering  into  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  thefe  afTertions ;  till  the  fub- 
jedt  were  regularly  before  the  houfe. 

Another  queflion  of  finance,  that 
excited  fome  degree  of  difcuffion, 
was  occafioned  by  the  vote  of  2  5,000! 
for  the  buildings  of  Somerfet  Place. 
Upon  this  occafion  fir  John  Miller 
propofed  to  vote  a  committee  of  en¬ 
quiry,  to  examine  into  the  propriety 
of  the  expenditure.  He  flated,  that 
fir  William  Chambers,  ,the  arc.hi- 
tedl,  received  a  profit  of  five  per 
cent  upon  the  principal  of  the  dif- 
hurfement ;  and  charged  to  govern¬ 
ment  the  long  credit  price  of  the  old 
board  of  works,  at  the  fame  time 
that,  having  always  an  advance  of 
the  public  itioney  in  his  hands,  he 
was  enabled  to  pav  for  every  thing 
with  readv  cafli.  The  original  efti- 
m-ate  of  the  building  was  250,000! ; 
and  at  this  moment,  though 
316,000!  had  been  adhially  advanc¬ 
ed,  the  plan  was  far  from  itsconclu- 
fion.  The  very,  foundation  of  the 
viftuailuig  office,  which  was  to  con- 
of  five  houfes,  had  not  been  laid. 
The  five  per  cent  profit  upon  the 
capital  expended  was  a  temptation, 
perhaps  irrefiftible,  to  extend  the  du¬ 
ration,  and  increafe  the  cofl  of  the  un- 
dertaking;  and  fir  William  had  actu¬ 
ally  invited  applications  from  various 
government  offices  for  accommoda- 
tion  in  the  new  erections.  The  late 
board  of  works  had  been  dwelled 
to  examine  and  report  fir  William 
Chambers’s  accounts ;  and  they 
had  actually  audited  one  or  two 
of  thofe  of  the  earliefl  years,  but 
had  refufed  to  pafs  any  more, 
expreffing  much  diflatisfadtion  with 


the  loofe  and  general  manner  in 
which  they  were,  flated,  and.  com¬ 
plaining  that  fir  William  re¬ 
fufed  to  produce  the  proper  vouch¬ 
ers  and  acknowledgements  accom¬ 
panied  with  datesj  Mr.  Keene,  late 
fiirveyor  general  to  the  board  of 
works,  inforced  the  remarks  of  fir 
John  Miller-;  and  flated,  that  lord 
North,  towards  the  clof'e  of  his  ad- 
miniftration,  had  determined  to  in- 
futut.e.  a  full  inveftigation  into  the 
proceedings  of  the  architect.  The 
motion  for  a  committee  was  farther 
fupported  by  Mr.  Pulteney,  Mr. 
HufTey,  fir  Matthew  White  Ridley,' 
and  Mr.  Drake.  At  length  Mr. 
Pitt  moved  for  the  previous  quefib 
on,  and  the  houfe  divided,  ayes  21, 
noes  76. 

The  mifcellaneous  bills  of  the 
prefent  feffion  were  by  no  means  nu¬ 
merous.  Lord  Stanhope’s  election 
bill,  which  had  been  brought  into 
parliament  in  feveral  preceding 
years,  and  the  nature  of  which  has 
been  explained  in  our  former  vo¬ 
lumes,  was  now,  in  confequence  of 
the  removal  of  its  author  to  the 
houfe  of  peers,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Bearcroft,  and  at  length  received 
the  fandtion  of  parliament.  In  the 
houfe  of  commons  it  was  fupported 
by  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  and 
oppofed  by  Mr.  Powys  and  Mr, 
Young.  In  the  houfe  of  lords  it 
underwent  feveral  alterations,  which 
furnifhed  Mr.  Young  with  a  new 
ground  of  oppofition.  Pie  obferved, 
that  it  behoved  that  houfe  to  regard 
with  peculiar  jealoufy  the  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  lords  in  a  bill  deeply 
affedting  the  rights  of  their  confli- 
tuents. 

Another  bill,  connedled  with  the 
fubjedl  of  election,  was.  introduced 
by  Mr.  Grenville,  the  objedt  of 
which  was  to  eftabli fli  farther  regu¬ 
lations  for  the  trial  of  controverted 
eledlions,  in  addition  to  the  celebrat- 
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ed  a  £1  introduced  by  his  father,  and 
commonly  known  by  the  appellation 
of  the  Grenville  act.  The  mover 
of  the  bill,  who  had  attempted 
fomething  upon  the  f abject  in  the 
year  1 7  By,  thought  it  proper  to 
leave  the  main  provifions  of  the 
Grenville  a£t  as  they  flood  at  pre- 
fent,  notwithftanding  the  inconve¬ 
niences  to  which  fome  of  them  were 
liable  ;  and  the  only  objects  he  pro- 
pofed,  were,  firft,  to  iubjeCI .perfons, 
offering  frivolous  petitions,  or  fetting 
up  frivolous  anfwers  to  a  petition, 
to  the  payment  of  coils  ;  and,  fe- 
condly,  to  provide  for  the  laying 
down  rules  to  afcertain  the  rights  of 
election  and  to  render  them  immut¬ 
able  for  the  future. 

Two  bills,  that  received  the  (auc¬ 
tion  of  parliament  in  the  prefect 
fefiion,  are  of  confiderabje  import¬ 
ance,  as  they  were  intended  to  fa¬ 
vour  the  manufactures  and  com¬ 
merce  of  Great  Britain,  and  as  they 
certainly  produced  alterations  of 
fome  magnitude  in  our  penal  laws. 
The  find:  of  theie  was  introduced  up¬ 
on  the  requififion  of  the  woollen  ma¬ 
nufacturers,  by  whom  it  was  alledgf 
ed,  that  thirteen  thoufand  packs  of 
wool  were  annually  exported  to  the 
continent  by  the  illicit  trader,  and 
who  of  confequence  propoff  d,  that 
new  reftrictions  fhould  be  placed  up¬ 
on  the  exportation,  and  that  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  feacoaft  in  particu¬ 
lar  lhould  be  fubjefted  to  a  new  and 
more  ftriCt  regulation.  The  evi- 
deuce,  that  was  adduced  at  the  bar 
of  the  houfe  of  commons  in  fupport 
of  the  allegation  of  the  manufac- 
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turers,  does  not  feem  altogether  to 
have  proved  their  point.  On  the  o- 
ther  fide  of  the  queffion  fir  Jofeph 
Banks,  prefident  of  the  royal  fo- 
ciety,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Young,  the 
celebrated  writer  upon  agriculture, 
appeared  to  prove,  that  the  annual 
exportation  upon  an  average  of  five 


years  had  been  no  more  than  eleven 
hundred  packs,  and  that  it  had  been 
reduced  fince  the  commercial  treaty 
to  four  hundred  and  eighty  packs. 
It  was  obferved  by  the  friends  of 
the  meafhre,  that  the  prefent  ques¬ 
tion  was  altogether  diftinCl  from  the 
inquiry,  whether  it  would  be  wife 
to  allow  the  export  of  wool  under 
certain  duties,  inftead  of  in  forcing 
its  total  prohibition  ;  and  it  was  ad¬ 
mitted  by  Mr.  Harrifon,  one  of  its 
pppofers,  that  the  cultivators  at  pre¬ 
fect  fold  their  wool  to  the  Englijh 
manufacturer  at  half  the  price 
which  they  could  get  for  it  upon  the 
continent.  The  meaiure  was  vindi- 
dated  by  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Hiifley,  and 
Mr.  Windham ;  and  oppofed  by 
Mr.  Marfham,  Mr.  Puiteney,  and 
Mr.  Powys. 

The  other  meafure,  which  we 
have  clafled  under  the  fame  head, 
was  a  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Daniel 

j 

Parker  Coke,  member  for  Notting¬ 
ham,  for  the  better  protection  of 
the  property  of  flocking  frames.  By 
this  bill  it  was  intended  to  provide, 
that  to  cut  or  deffroy  any  flocking 
frame,  or  to  break  into  the  houfe  of 
another  with  an  intent  to- cut  or  de¬ 
ft  roy  his  flocking  frames,  fhould  be 
a  capital  felony  without  benefit  of 
clergy  :  that  to  fell  a  frame  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  another  perfon  fhould  be  a 
tranfportabie  offence  ;  and  that  to 
detain  a  frame  from  the  right  owner 
fliould  fubjeCt  the  perfon  detaining  it 
to  a  fine  of  twenty  or  forty  fin  Hi  ngs, 
or  in  cafe  of  non  payment  to  three 
months  imprifonment.  Mr.  Coke, 
in  opening  the  bill,  obferved,  that 
it  was  its  intention  to  hold  out  a  ca¬ 
pital  pumfhment  in  terrorern,  to  de¬ 
ter  men  from  committing  the  of. 

O 

fences  it  deferibed.  God  forbid, 
that  any  perfon  fliould  be  hang¬ 
ed  under  the  authority  of  the  bill  ! 
It  was  meant  to  operate  upon  the 
fears  of  the  many,  and  it  was  be¬ 
lieved. 
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lieved,  that,  with  thefe  puniihments 
hanging  over  their  heads,  no  perfons 
would  venture  to  commit  the  fpeci- 
hed  offences,  Mr.  Francis  oppofed  the 
bill  with  conhderable  warmth.  He 
thought  it  highly  unjufl,  to  declare 
an  intention,  that  could  never  be 
proved,  a  capital  felony,  and  he  was 
firmly  of  opinion,  that  the  multipli¬ 
cation  of  fan gui nary  laws,  which 
were  never  defigned  to  be  carried 
into  execution,  was  deftrudive  of 
good  manners,  and  difgraceful  to  the 
community.  The  penalties  were 
mitigated  in  the  progrefs  of  the  bill 
npon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Grenville, 
Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mr.  Pepper  Ar¬ 
den,  that  of  death  being  changed 
into  tranfportat  ion,  and  that  of  trans¬ 
portation  into  the  pnnifhment  of  a 
iimple  felony  or  a  larceny  at  the 
difcretion  of  the  court. 

It  was  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
feffion,  that  Mr.  Gilbert  introduced 
his  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of 
the  poor  in  every  part  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  He  obferved,  that  the  fubjebf 
had  engrofled  much  of  his  inveiliga- 
tion  for  upwards  of  twenty  years ; 
that  he  had  ufed  many  endeavours 
to  relieve  the  diftrefles  of  the  poor, 
and  to  prevent  the  mifapplication  of 
the  money  received  for  their  fupport ; 
and  had  brought  in  feveral  bills  for 
that  purpofe,  but  without  fuccefs. 
His  prefent  plan  was  to  divide  the 
different  counties  into  diftribts,  and 
to  erebt  a  houfe  of  induftry  in  each, 
in  the  manner  which  had  been  adopt¬ 
ed  with  fuccefs  in  the  counties  of  Nor¬ 
folk,  Suffolk  and  other  places.  The 
bill  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Young.  He 
obferved, that  the  extenfive  incorpora¬ 
tion  now  propofed  was  full  of  compli¬ 
cation  and  perplexity.  The  bill  cre¬ 
ated  a  board  of  commiifioners,  para¬ 
mount  to  the  prefent  juflices  of  peace, 
and  by  that  means  totally  changed  a 
great  pan  of  our  jurifprudebce.  The 
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houfe  divided  upon  the  fecond  read¬ 
ing  of  the  bill,  ayes  io,  noes  44* 

A  fubjedt  that  fell  under  the  con- 
{iteration  of  parliament  at  this  time, 
was  the  permiffion  of  public  theatri¬ 
cal  rcprefentations.  The  queftion 
had  been  brought  forward  in  confe- 
queneb  of  a  new  theatre,  built  with¬ 
in  the  diffrid  of  the  Tower  of  Lon¬ 
don,  which  the  proprietors  of  the 
patent  theatres  confidered  as  inter¬ 
fering' with  their  intereff,  and  deter- 
mined  to  fupprefs,  Petitions  were 
prefented  to  parliament  from  four 
different  theatres,  which  hitherto 
had  been  opened  only  upon  conni¬ 
vance,  praying  for  the  introdudion 
or  an  aft  of  parliament  to  enable  the 
king  to  grant  them  licences  refped- 
ively.  A  bill  was  brought  in  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  one  of  thefe  eftablifhments, 
which  was  of  the  older!  date j  and  was 
oppofed  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  who  was 
himfelf  a  principal  proprietor  of  one 
of  the  patent  theatres.  He  obferved, 
that  he  fliould  have  had  no  objec¬ 
tion  to  fuch  an  indulgence  as  the 
prefent,  though  he  was  warmly  an 
enemy'  to  the  theatre  attempted 
to  be  fet  up  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Tower.  But  the  apprehen- 
iions  of  other  perfons  in  fere  (fed  in 
this  fpecies  of  property,  exceeded  his 
own  :  and  for  himfelf,  who  had  long 
fince  intruded  his  theatrical  intereff 
to  the  management  of  others,  he  felt 
it  his  duty  to  protect  the  proprietors 
at  large,  according  to  their  idea  of 
the  injury  they  might  fuftaio,  and 
not  according  to  anymore  indulgent 
way  of  oonfidering  the  fubjed  which 
he  might  have  entertained.  The 
bill  in  favout  of  this  theatre  under¬ 
went  feveral  delays  and  was  at  length 
totally  loff. 

At  the  fame  time  a  bill  was  intro¬ 
duced,  to  inforce  the  exifting  laws 
againff  unlicenfed  theatrical  enter¬ 
tainments  ;■  and  a  da  life  was  infest* 

’  -1  -  ed 
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sd  in  it  in  favour  of  the  theatre, 
which  brad  been  the  objedt  of  the 
preceding  bill.  This  bill  paiTed 
the  houfe  of  commons,  and  un¬ 
derwent  confiderable  alteration  in 
the  lords,  a  claufe  being  infected  in 
it,  upon  the  motion  of  the  chancel¬ 
lor,  to  permit  the  magiflrates  of 
counties,  liberties  and  diftridls,  to  li- 
cenfe  places  of  theatrical  entertain¬ 
ment.  This  bill,  upon  being  re¬ 
turned  to  the  ho ufe’  of  commons, 
was  rejected  uponthe  motion  of  Mr. 
Sheridan. 

An  attempt  was  made  in  the  courfe 
of  thisfelIion,to  efrablifh  the  charges 
that  had  been  made  agaiiiitthe  board 
of  admiralty,  of  undue  and  corrupt 
infmence  in  the  borough  of  Queen- 
borough  ,  but  the  accufations,  after 
been  heard  in  detail,  were  rejected 
as  unimportant  arid  frivolous. 

The  Abject  of  the  conifitution  of 
the  governments  of  Canada,  which 
had  been  introduced  by  Mr.  Powys 

J  a 

in  the  year  1786,  was  alfo  revived 
in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year. 
Mr.  Powys  obferved,  that  the  mi- 
11  liter  had  objected  to  the  adoption 
of  anv  dec  hive  meafitres  upon  thaf 
ecc&jSon  becaufe  lord  Dorchefter 
had  juft  been  appointed  governor  of 
the  province,  and  k  was  defir  able  to 
wait,  till  an  opinion  and  informa¬ 
tion  had  been  obtained  from  him  up¬ 
on  the  fubject.  What  Fir.  Powys 
propoied,  was  to  confirm  to  the  pro¬ 
vince  by  law  the  privilege  of  habeas 
corpus,  to  grant  independence  to 
their  judges,  and  to  veil  certain 
powers  of  taxation  and  legiflature  in 
a  houfe  of  aflemblv. 

Mr.  Pitt  Hill  pleaded  for  delay. 
He  faid,  his  own  opinion  for  the 
rnoft  part  coincided  with  that  of  Mr. 
Powys  upon  the  fubjech  he  had 
mentioned.  He  valued  as  highly  as 
any  man  the  benefits  of  the.  Englifn. 
confiitution;  but  it  was  poflible,  that 
there  were  fituations.  to  which  they 


could  not  with  propriety  be  extend¬ 
ed.  He  defcribed  the  inhabitants  of 
Canada  as  greatly  divided  upon  the 
fubjedt,  and  hated,  that  a  majority 
of  them  were  enemies  to  the  efta- 
blifhment.  of  Englifh  laws  and  & 
houfe  of  aflembly.  Lord  Dorcheffer 
had  already  fent  over  two  petitions* 
diredtly  contrary  to  thofe  which  had 
been  received  by  Mr.  Powys,  and 
had  promifed  to  tranfmit  complete 
information  in  the  courfe  of  the  -en~ 
fuing  feafon.  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr* 
Sheridan  ridiculed  Mr.  Pitt’s  de¬ 
mand  of  a  farther  delay,  and  afierted* 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  were 
nearly  unanimous  in  favour  of  Mr* 
Powys’s  propofitions.  Lord  Dor- 
chefter  was  hlmfelf  their  enemy,  and 
the  author  of  the  Quebec  adt,  which 
it  was  in  contemplation  to  repeals 
Mr.  Sheridan  added,  that  he  had' 
good  authority  to  declare,  that  lord 
Dorchefter  had  given  the  minifler 
no  reafon  to  expedf  additional  in¬ 
formation  on  the  fubjedl.  The  pro¬ 
pofitions  were  farther  fupported  by 
fir  Matthew  White  Ridley,  Mr., 
Martin,  Mr.  Marfham  and  Mr* 
Burke  ;  and  the  bufinefs  was  con- 
eluded  by  a  refokitiott  that  was 
acceded  to  by  Mr.  Pitt,,  that  the 
houfe  would  early  in  the  next  fefiiour 
proceed  to  take  the  fubject  into  their 
confideration. 

A  debate  of  fame  confequenee 
was  produced  in  the  houfe  of  peers 
by  an  election,  that  was  held  vt 
Edinburgh  oiuthe  tenth  of  January, 
for  one  of  the  fixteen  reprefentatives 
of  the  peerage  of  Scotland  ;  in  which, 
lord  Cathcart,  the  fuccefsful  candi¬ 
date,  gained  his  eledtion  by  a  ma-  - 
Jority  of  one.  A  complaint  was  al- 
Edged,  firft  by  the  unfuccefsful 
candidate,  and  afterwards  by  the 
fuccefsful  one,  of  a  fingle  vote  on 
each  fide  that  was  illegally  admitt¬ 
ed.  The  former  appeared  to  be 
entitled  to  particular  attention  fine? 
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it  haci  been  admitted  in  direft  onpo-  quoted  a  cafe,  in  which  that  aflem- 


fition  to  a  refolution  of  the  houfe  of 
lords  of  the  year  1762.  The  perfon 
voting  had  a  {Turned  the  title  of  lord 
Rutherford;  and  by  the  refolution 
alluded  to,  it  was  declared,  that 
Alexander  Rutherford  and  David 
Drury,  two  perfons  pretending  to 
the  honour  of  lord  Rutherford, 
fhould  be  forbidden  to  affume  that 
title;  and  that  neither  they,  nor  any 
perfon  claiming  under  their  lines, 
fhould  be  allowed  to  vote  at  the 
tdedlion  of  any  peer  to  reprefent 
the  peerage  of  Scotland.  The  com¬ 
plaint  upon  the  ground  of  this  re- 
Tolution  was  deemed  by  the  earl  of 
Selkirk  and  lord  Stormont,  to  be  of 
fitch  a  nature,  as  to  deferve  to  be  in¬ 
troduced  to  the  attention  of  parlia¬ 
ment  immediately  upon  the  official 
report  of  the  event  of  the  election. 
Lord  Thurlow  undertook  to  defend 
the  condufl  of  the  returning  officer. 
The  refolution  of  1762  he  treated 
as  a  ffrong  meafure,  and  obferved, 
that,  if  he  had  then  fat  in  the  houfe 
of  peers,  nothing  fhould  have  in¬ 
duced  him  to  confent:  to  it.  He 


bly  had  rejected  the  claim  of  a  perfon 
pretending  to  a  Scottifn  peerage, 
and  the '  claimant’s  title  had  after¬ 
wards  been  found  valid.  He  con¬ 
ceived,  that  it  was  not  fufficieiitly 
clear,  whether  the  duty  of  the  re¬ 
turning  officer  admitted  of  a  difcre- 
tion,  or  whether  he  were  bound  to 
receive  all  the  votes  that  prefented 
themfelves.  But  above  all  he  con¬ 
ceived,  that  the  houfe  of  lords  had  no 
right  to  decide  upon  the  criminality 
of  the  officer,  till  after  they  had  de¬ 
cided  upon  the  merits  of  the  election. 
In  the  opinion  of  lord  Loughbo¬ 
rough  this  order  of  proceeding  was 
unneceffar^  ;  and  he  remarked,  that 
the  contrary  mode  had  frequently 
been  praftifed  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons.  The  queftion  of  referring  the 
complaint  to  a  committee  of  privi¬ 
leges  was  carried  in  the  negative, 
contents  20,  not  contents  29. — -The 
vote  of  lord  Rutherford  was  ulti¬ 
mately  rejected,  contents  25,  not 
contents  18  ;  and  one  of  the  votes 
in  favour  of  the  other  candidate  was 
ffruck  off  without  a  divition. 
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Jdlafl  India  D  eclat  ory  Adi*  Indian  Budget*  Petition  for  Relief  of  the  Eaf 

India  Company . 


■qpHE  moft  confiderable  legifla- 
JL  live  meafure  of  the  prefent  fef- 
fion  related  to  a  controverfy  which 
had  ari fen  between  the  board  of 
control  and  the  Kail  India  company. 
At  the  moment  of  the  general  alarm 
that  had  been'  conceived  refpedting 


the  affairs  of  Holland,  government 
had  propofed  to  the  directors  to  fend 
out  four  regiments  of  the  king’s 
troops  as  a  reinforcement  to  the  ar¬ 
my  already  ftationed  in  India,  to 
be  tranfpoited  in  the  fhips,  and  the 
expence  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  re¬ 
venues 
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venues  of  the  Eaft  India  company. 
The  propofal  had  at  firft  been  rea¬ 
dily  accepted;,  but,  the  alarm  of  war 
having  fpeedily  fubfided,  the  fubject 
was  confidered  by  the  parties  imme¬ 
diately  interefted,  with  more  mature 
deliberation.  It  was  intended  to 
render  the  propofed  increale  of  the 
army  permanent ;  and  the  directors 
were  un willing  to  fubmit  to  fuch  an 
addition  to  their  annual  expendi¬ 
ture.  They  complained  of  the  ten¬ 
dency  of  the  meafure  to  revive  the 

o' 

milunderftanding  between  the  mili¬ 
tary  fervice  of  the  king  and  that  of 
the  company  ;  and  of  the  hardfhips 
that  would  be  impofed  on  the  officers 
of  the  latter,  who  had  diftin- 
gp  filled  themfelvesby  long  and  moll 
meritorious  exertions.  It  was  ex - 
prefsly  provided  by  lord  North’s 
Eaft  India  bill  of  1781,  that  the 
company  foould  pay  only  for  fuch 
of  the  king’s  troops,  as  by  their 
requisition  fhould  be  Sent  to  India  ; 
and  a  provision  of  this  fort  could  not 
have  been  repealed  by  implication. 
Upon  thefe  grounds  they  had  con- 
fulted  different  lawyers  upon  the 
fubjedt,  and  the  opinions  of  melffeurs 
Erfkine,  Bearcroft  and  Mansfield 
appeared  favourable  to  the  refiftance 
of  the  directors. 

In  this  {filiation,  minifters  were 
reduced  to  an  unpleafant  dilemma. 
A  part  of  the  troops  were  already 
prepared  for  embarkation,  and  the 
company  ref u fed  to  admit  them  on 
board  their  flrips,  in  which  mode 
they  might  be  tranfported  at  no 
confiderable  expence,  while  it  was 
computed  that  the  hiring  of  tranf- 
port  fliips  for  conveying  them,  would 
coft  little  lefs  than  ioo,oooi.  In 
what  manner  was  government  to 
proceed  ?  Should  they  detain  the 
troops  in  expectation  of  a  favour¬ 
able  decifion  by  a  court  of  law  ? 
Should  they  have  recourfe  to  the 
only  mode  of  convey;. nee  in  their 


H  I  S  T  O  R  Y, 

power,  and  thus  incur  an  cx pence 
equally  undefirable,  whether  it  ul¬ 
timately  fell  upon  the  company  or 
the  public  ?  Or  fhould  they  chufe 
rather  to  lay  the  circurnftances  of  the 
cafe  before  parliament,  and  deftroy 
the  knot  that  perplexed  them  by  the 
irrefiftible  interference  of  the  legif- 
lature  ?  The  laft  of  thefe  was  the 
proceeding  adopted  bv  government, 
and  a  declaratory  law  was  moved 
in  the  houfe  of  commons  by  Mr, 
Pitt,  under  the  title  of  a  bill  for  re¬ 
moving  doubts  refpeefting  the  power 
of  the  commiffioners  for  the  affairs 
of  India. 

On  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill 
which  took  place  on  the  third  of 
March,  the  Eaft  India  company 
were  hen  d  by  council  at  the  bar  of 
the  houfi  of  commons.  Mr.  Erfkine 
was  the  principal  pleader  upon  this 
oceafton,  and  he  diftinguiftied  him- 
fell  by  a  moll  eloquent  harangue,  in 
which  he  not  only  delineated  the  pro¬ 
pofed  meafure  in  the  moil  obnoxious 
colours,  but  entered  into  an  animat¬ 
ed  parallel  between  the  Eaft  India 
bill  of  Mr.  Fox,  of  which  he  had 
been  a  ftrenuous  fnpporter,  and  the 
Eaft  India  bill  of  Mr.  Pitt,  which, 
had  been  adopted  by  the  legiflature. 
Calumny  had  reprefented  the  au¬ 
thors  and  promoters  of  the  former, 
as  the  violators  of  chartered  rights, 
the  enemies  of  the  privileges  and 
property  of  the  Eaft  India  company, 
the  ambitious  lufters  after  defponc 
power,  and  the  daring  ufurpers  of  a 
dignity,  patronage  and  influence 
unknown  to  the  conftitution.  The 
more  fuccefsful  meafure  of  Mr.  Pitt 
had  been  introduced  with  modeft 
and  humble  pretenfions.  It  profeff- 
ed  forbearance  towards  the  compa¬ 
ny,  an  awful  relpedt  for  privileges 
and  charters,  and  a  fearful  and  ex- 
quifite  anxiety  for  the  independence 
of  the  legiflature.  With  all  thefe 
fpedous  appearances,  it  had  ftoien 

every 
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every  thing  that  Mr.  Fox  had  de¬ 
manded  ;  it  had  foothed  the  com¬ 
pany  into  reliance  upon  hollow  and 
deceitful  promifes;  and,  while  it  pre- 
fented  them  with  the  trappings  of 
fovereignty,  reduced  them  to  the 
condition  of  abject  llaves. 

The  bill  was  oppofed  with  not 
lefs  energy  by  the  members  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  than  by  the 
council  at  their  bar.  Sir  Grey 
Cooper  undertook  to  fhow  that  the 
bill  now  before  the  houfe  did  not 
exhibit  a  juft  interpretation  of  the 
bill  of  1 784*  He  afterted,  that  the 
power,  veiled  by  the  latter  in  the 
board  of  control,  was  precifely  the 
power,  which  had  been  veiled  by 
preceding  adts  of  parliament  in  the 
fecretary  of  ftate.  The  tenor  of  the 
bill  had  been  founded  on  the  models 
which  already  exifted  ;  the  directors 
were  to  prepare  their  difpatches, 
were  to  tranfmit  them  to  the  com- 
miftioners,  and  to  receive  them  back 
within  fourteen  days.  It  was  in¬ 
deed  provided  in  certain  cafes,  in 
matters  requiring  fecrecv,  and  that 
refpedted  the  levying  of  war  and 
making  of  peace,  or  that  belonged 
to  treaties  and  negociations  with  the 
native  princes,  that  the  board  of  con¬ 
trol  fhould  be  empowered  to  origi¬ 
nate  difpatches  under  certain  fpecific 
conditions.  But  this  exception  only 
proved  he  more  ftrongly  the  true 
conftrudlion  of  the  remaining  claufes. 
Sir  Grey  Cooper  added,  that  it  was 
a  well-known  principle  of  Englilh 
law,  that  acts,  which  gave  new  powers 
and  new  remedies,  fhould  not  have  li¬ 
beral  conftruction,  but  be  purfued 
finally  ;  and  this  principle  was  al¬ 
together  decifive  againft  the  prefent 
^declaratory  bill. 

Mr.  Fox  remarked  that  of  all  the 
various  functions  of  a  legiliative  af- 
fembly,  none  wastobe  exert ifed  with 
greater  caution  than  that  of  declar¬ 
ing  the  fenfe  of  their  own  adls.  It 


was  elfential  to  a  well  ordered  con- 
ftitution,  that  the  judicial  and  the 
enadling  functions  ought  to  be  kept 
as  diftindl  as  polfible.  But  of  all  de¬ 
claratory  bills  thofe  were  chiefly  to  be 
dreaded,  which  were  ftyled  declarato¬ 
ry  upon  the  cafe.  It  was  the  boaft  of 
our  laws,  that  the  meaneftin dividual 
was,  in  a  court  of  juftice,  upon  a  level 
with  the  higheft.  It  was  the  boaft 
of  our  laws,  that  the  influence  even 
of  the  prime  minifter  of  the  king¬ 
dom  had  in  fuch  cafes  no  authority 
againft  the  moft  helplefs  individual* 
It  was  the  boaft  of  our  laws,  that  the 
king  hirnfeif,  when  he  entered  into 
conteft  with  a  fubjecl,  was  heard  at 
their  tribunal  indifcriminately  and 
impartially.  But  the  cafe  was  other- 
wife  with  declaratory  bills.  In  the 
prefent  inftance  there  was  a  difpute 
between  the  crown  and  an  individu¬ 
al  upon  a  pecuniary  principle.  The 
king  infilled  upon  a  certain  fum  of 
money,  as  due  under  the  regulation 
of  an  adt  of  parliament :  the  compa¬ 
ny  denied  that  the  adt  of  parliament 
authorifed  the  claim.  Here  there 
was  a  clear  and  unequivocal  fadl  up¬ 
on  which  the  parties  were  at  iftiie  ; 
and  why  not  try  the  iftiie  in  a  court 
of  law  ?  No,  faid  the  minifter  :  in 
a  court  of  law  I  have  no  influence ; 
in  the  houfe  of  commons  I  have.  I 
will  rather  prefer  calling  upon  par* 
liament  authoritatively  to  determine 
a  controverted  queftion,  than  fuffer 
it  to  be  brought  to  the  teft  of  reafon 
and  the  conftitution.  Mr.  Fox  con¬ 
cluded  with  obferving,  that  he  was 
determined  to  oppofe  the  meafure 
through  all  its  ftages.  He  had  not 
thefmalleft  doubt  of  the  event  of  the 
undertaking;  and,  if  fuccefs  attended 
his  endeavours,  he  fhould  conceive 
that  he  had  rendered  a  fervice  to  his 
country,  that  would  render  that  mo¬ 
ment  the  happieft  period  of  his  life. 

Colonel  Bar  re  fpoke  in  oppofhion 
to  the  bill.  He  obferved,  that  he 

had 
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fold  been  detained  from  parliament 
by  indifpoiition  at  the  time,  when 
the  two  India  bills  had  been  origi¬ 
nally  difcnlTed.  He  had  read  the  fe- 
condbiil,  afterit  had  acquired  the  au¬ 
thority  of  an  ad  of  parliament,  and 
he  had  thought  that  hard  meafure 
had  been  dealt  by  it  to  the  Eafl  In¬ 
dia  company.  The  directors  with 
whom  he  had  converfed  on  the  fub- 
jed  had  admitted,  that  it  tacitly 
conveyed  to  the  board  of  control, 
powers,  as  hoftile  to  the  rights  of  the 
court  of  diredors,  as  the  firft  bill  had 
done:  but  they  had  confidence  in 
the  adminiftration  who  introduced 
it,  and  had  no  doubt  of  their  exercif- 
ing  thofe  powers  with  gentle nefs 
and  moderation.  The  declaratory 
bill  was  a  proof  of  their  mildnefs  ! 
Colonel  Barre  complained  of  the 
meafure  upon  the  fcore  of  economy. 
It  would  have  been  much  more  pro¬ 
vident,  to  have  fent  over  the  propofed 
number  of  men  as  recruits,  unaccom¬ 
panied  with  king’s  officers,  or  to  have 
buffered  the  company  to  have  raifed 
•four  regiments,  than  to  place  them 
upon  the  regular  public  effablifli- 
ment.  The  meafure  was  accompa¬ 
nied  with  the  highefl  injuftice  to  the 
company’s  officers,  who  deferved 
every  thing  at  the  hands  of  this 
country.  It  was  well  known,  that, 
from  the  nature  of  their  education, 
and  the  fort  of  fervice  to  which  they 
were  accudomed,  they  were  quali¬ 
fied  to  render  more  effiential  fervice 
in  that  country,  in  collecting  the  re¬ 
venues,  and  fuccefsfully  oppofingthe 
native  enemies,  than  Britifh  officers 
felaCted  indifcriminately  could  be 
expeCted  to  do.  But,  objectionable 
as  was  the  bill  for  each  of  thefe  rea- 
fo ns,  colonel  Barre  called  heaven  to 
witnefs,  that  a  more  ferious  and  im¬ 
portant  confideration,  than  any  he 
had  yet  Itated,  had  brought  him 
down  to  the  houfe.  He  faw  a  fyf- 
tem  of  patronage,  a  regular  and  di~ 
1  He 
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gelled  plan  at  the  bottom  of  the 

whole  bufi  nefs.  He  had  feen  it  all 

along  ;  and  the  declaratory  bill  then 

under  difcuhion  was  only  one  ftep 

more  towards  its  completion.  He 

conjured  the  houfe  of  commons,  to 

beware  in  time,  to  confider,  that  the 

did  flep  towards  danger  was  that 

which  could  be  moil  fuccefsfully 

-  * 

avoided;  and  he  declared,  that,  if  the 
prefent  bill  paffed  into  a  law,  a  fatal 
flab  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  given 
to  the  condi  tution. 

Colonel  Fu llart on,  who  had  fenced 
with  reputation  in  the  lad  war  in 
India,  and  who  had  puhliflied  a  per¬ 
formance  of  conli  durable  merit  upon 
the  Englifh  intereils  in  that  country, 
expreiied  himfelf  with  confiderable 
eloquence  in  favour  of  the  officers  in 
the  company’s  fervice.  He  obferved^ 
that  the  rife  of  thofe  officers  was  on¬ 
ly  by  feniority,  and  ofcorffiequence 
was  attended  with  the  fiow&it  and 
mod  painful  progreflion.  He  pro¬ 
nounced  an  animated  eulogium  up¬ 
on  the  merits  they  had  colleftively 
difplayed.  By  unparalleled  exer¬ 
tions  they  had  acquired  an  empire, 
yielding  a  revenue  of  ten  millions 
flerling.  They  had  been  inured  to 
conqued  during  the  bloody  conteds 
with  a  multitude  of  foes  under  Law¬ 
rence  and  Clive ;  and  they  afterwards 
preferved  by  their  conduit  what  they 
had  acquired  by  their  enterprise. 
They  had  been  tried  againft'-Hyder 
Ali,  the  Mara ttas,  the  Dutch  and  the 
French .  A  part  of  them  had  march¬ 
ed  acrofs  the  broaded  extent  of  In¬ 
dia  under  general  Goddard  ;  another 
part  had  proceeded  from  Bengal  to 
the  Carnatic  under  colonel  Pearce. 
They  had  aided  againd  Mahie,  Ne- 
gapatnam  and  Trincomale.  The 
Carnatic  army  under  fir  Eyre  Coote 
moved  during  three  campaigns  in  a 
defart.  The  officers, who  had  marched 
upon  the  fouthern  expedition  with 
colonel  Fuilaiton.tooktho  field  with 

E  twelve. 


74 


if  R  I  T  I  S  H  AND 


twelve,  ii  fteen,  nay  eighteen  months 
arrears  due  to  them  and  their  batta> 
lions.  They  had  fold  their  wear¬ 
ing  apparel  and  the  very  buckles  out 
of  their  {hoes  to  procure  fubfiffence.. 
They  did  more  :  many  of  them  ad¬ 
vanced  from  their  own  funds  to  pur- 
chafe  bullocks,  ftores  and  other  ar¬ 
ticles,  without  which  the  army  could 
not  have  moved.  They  had  been 
fuperfeded  during  the  war  by  two 
hundred  king’s  officers.  All  this,, 
hard  and  cruel-  as  It  was-,  they  bore, 
confcious  that  it  was  neceffiary  for 
the  public  fervice  in  a  moment  of 
great  exigency.  At  the  conclufion 
©f  the  war  they  were  either  not  paid 
at  all,  or  paid  in  Bengal  bills  with- 
the  iofs  of  thirty  or  forty  per  cent. 

So  much  for  the  company’s  offi¬ 
cers  on  the  plea  of  juftice  and  pre- 
fenfion.  If  there  were  any  men'  in 
that  houfe  upon  whom  .the  plea  of 
juftice  was  calculated  to  make  little 
impreffion,  let  them  recoiled!  the 
j  arcings  and  animoiities,  that  had  for 
years  prevailed  in  our  Indian  fettle-  * 
merits.  Let  them  recoiled!,  that  ge¬ 
nerals  had  feized  governors  and  go¬ 
vernors  had  arretted  generals*  Let 
them  recoiled!,  that  at  no  very  diffant 
period  the  gates  of  Bengal  had  been 
ihut  —  againfl  whom  ?  againf!  fir 
John  Clavering,  the  king’s  comman¬ 
der  in  chief.  That  at  a  more  recent 
period  the  entrance  of  Madras  had 
been  barricaded,  the  guns  blotted 
and  matches  lighted  to  defend  the 
place  ;  not  againfl  Hyder  Ali  and 
the  French,  who  were  then  within 
fight  of  the  walls,  but  again!!  an 
attack  apprehended  from  an  Englifh 
army  under  a  king’s  commander  in 
chief.  If  ihefe  monitory  inflances 
drawn  from  our  own  hifforv  were 

j 

not  enough,  let  them  recoiled!,  that 
the  .French  in  the  days  of  Dupleix 
had  been  great  and  powerful,  con¬ 
querors  and  fovereigns  in  India,  as 
we  were  now ;  but,  owing,  to  the 


coliifion,  the  counteradlion  and  ami- 
moiity,  which  prevailed  between  the 
king’s  and  the  company’s  fervice 
during  the  adminifiration  of  Tally, 
they  were  involved  in  a  complica¬ 
tion  of  calamities,  which  ended  in 
their  total  expuliion.  Difcord  was 
the  ruin  of  their  power,  and  difcord 
would  be  the  ruin  of  our  power  in 
India.  Would  we  avert  thefe  evils  I 
Away  then  with  all  dangerous  con¬ 
tentions,  all  fyffematic  innovations. 
Colonel  Fullarton  believed,  that  it 
was  not  in  the  intention  of  mini  Iters- 
to  fuffer  the  company’s  officers  to  re¬ 
main  under  the  prefFure  of  injuftice  ; 
but  that  preffure  muff  continue,  as 
long  as  they  adled  with  the  king’s 
troops,  without  being  allowed  equa¬ 
lity  of  rank  according  to  the  date  of 
their  refpedlive  commiffions.  The 
bill  was  farther  oppofed  by  Mr, 
Windham,  Mr.  Powys,  Mr*.  Baf- 
tard  and  Mr.  Pulteney. 

Mr.  Pitt  undertook  to  defend' 
himfelf  from  the  attacks,  that  were 
made  upon  him  from  thefe  fever?.  I 
'‘quarters.  He  obferved,  that  the 
fubjefl  treated  in  the  bill,  and  ftill 
more  the  topics,  which  in  the  difcuf- 
fion  of  it  had  been  brought  into  the 
debate,  were  of  the  utmol!  magni¬ 
tude  and  importance.  Queffions, 
far  above  the  conffderation  of  the. 
conduct  of  the  board  of  control,  the 
conduct  ©f  the  court  of  directors,.  or  , 
even  the  exi  {fence  of  our  territorial' 
acquifkions  in  India,  queftions,  af¬ 
fecting  the  constitution  itfelf,  had 
been  found  to  be  involved  in  the 
operation  and  effect  of  the  bilk  He 
declared,  that  to  the  lateft  hour  of 
his  life  he  fhoufd  be  proud,  that  the 
mode  in  which  it  was  d he ulled,  had 
again  brought  into  notice  the  prin¬ 
ciples,  upon  which  he  began  his  po¬ 
litical  life,  and  from  which  he  would 
defy  any  man  to  prove  that  he  had 
fwerved  in  the  fmallefl  degree.  He 
deiired  to  remind  the  houfe,  that  he 
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hacl  provoked  the  difcuffion  of  the 
bill,  and  had  earneftlv  folieited  them 
to  bring  it  to  the  tell  of  the  mod  fe- 
vere  and  fcrupulons  inveftigation. 
He  found  that  it  would  be  difputed, 
whether  by  the  ad  of  1784  the  board 
of  control  had  any  l  ight  of  fuperin- 
tendefi.ee'  over  the  revenue  ?  Would 
it  be  contended,  that  parliament 
meant  to  leave  the  finances  in  the 
hands  of  the  company,  who  had  been 
declared  unfit  to  be  trailed  with 
them  ?  Was  it  likely,  that,  when  they 
provided  for  the  better  management 
of  the  political  and  military  con¬ 
cerns,  they  had  paid  no  attention  to 
the  circumffance  upon  which  thefe 
concerns  infeparabiy  depended  ?  The 
board  of  control  had  already  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  reduce  the  enormous  efta- 
biifhments  in  India  ;  their  right  of 
interference  in  that  refped  had  ne¬ 
ver  been  queftioned  ;  and  what  in¬ 
deed  would  be  the  confequence  of 
denying  this  right  ?  The  court  of 
fireClors,  if  they  had  it  in  their  pow¬ 
er,  as  the  expiration  of  their  charter 
drew  near,  and  it  was  doubtful  whe¬ 
ther  their  monopoly  would  be  renew¬ 
ed,  would  certainly  make  it  their 
iril  objed  to  fwell  the  amount  of 
heir  imports,  and  would  negled  the 
care  of  the  territorial  and  political 
late  of  India.  The  duty  of  admi- 
ullration  was  to  look,  firft,  to  the 
irofperity  and  happinefs  of  the  na- 
ives  ;  ftcondly,  to  the  fecurity  of 
he  territorial  poffieflions ;  thirdly, 
o  the  difeharge  of  the  debts,  due  to 
die  per fo ns,  who  had  advanced  their 
inonev,  and  enabled  the  company  to 
druggie  with  their  late  difficulties  ; 
nd,  in  the  laft  place,  to  the  com¬ 
mercial  benefit  of  the  proprietors. 
Was  it  probable,  that  the  court  of 
riredors  would  act  upon  that  fcale  ? 
riould  it  have  been  intended  to  coll¬ 
ide  in  their  diferetion  ?  It  had  been 
laid,  that  the  powers  attributed  to 
I  he  board  of  control,  were  the  fame 


in  fubflance,  as  had  before  been  o-i- 
ven  to  the  fecretaries  of  date  and  the 
lords  of  the  treafury.  But  the  fad: 
was  otherwife.  The  court  of  di- 
redors  had  been  obliged  to  commu- 
mcate  their  difpatches  previous  to 
their  going  to  India  ;  but  there  was 
no  obligation  upon  the  fecretary  of 
Hate  to  give  any  directions- concern¬ 
ing  them.  The  refponfibility  had 
ordinarily  refted  under  the  former 
government  with  the  court  of  di¬ 
rectors  :  under  the  prefent  it  was 
wholly  veiled  with  the  board  of 
control. 

Mr.  Pitt  next  adverted  to  the  ob- 
jedion  which  had  been  ftarted  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  houfe,  refped- 
ing  the  origin  and  hiftorv  of  the  ad 
of  1784.  It  had  been  faid,  that  that 
ad  was  founded  upon  a  mutual  corn- 
pad  between  him  and  the  court  of 
directors  ;  and-  that  of  confequence 
they  had  great  right  to  complain* 
if  a  fenfe  were  put  upon  the  articles 
of  this  com  pad,  totally  adverfe  to 
the  ideas  entertained  by  one  of  the 
parties  when  the  compaCt  was  made. 
The  allegation  upon  which  this 
reafoning  was  built,  was  wholly  un¬ 
founded.  It  was  true,  that  a  bill 
had  been  introduced  by  him  in  the 
preceding  parliament,  to  which  the 
acquiescence  of  the  court  of  diredors 
had  been  previoully  demanded.  That 
bill,  however,  had  been  annihilated 
by  the  diffiolution ;  and  the  prefent 
ad  of  parliament  was  brought  in 
upon  principles  fimiiar  to  the  for¬ 
mer,  but  with  new  claufes  and  al¬ 
terations,  to  fome  of  which  the  di¬ 
redors  objeded,  in  which  confequent- 
ly  there  was  no  compad,  to  which 
there  was  no  confent. 

A  farther  objedion  had  been 
Hated,  that  the  declaratory  bill  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  king  the  power  of 
maintaining  an  army  without  the 
confent  of  parliament.  No  propo¬ 
sition  could  be  more  adverfe  to  Mr. 
'  E  2  Pitt^ 
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Pitt’s  intentions,  than  that  which 
was  thus  imputed  to  him.  But  in  real¬ 
ity  the  tioops  in  quepion  had  al¬ 
ready  been  recognifed  by  parliament, 
when  they  voted  the  ePimate  for 
railing  them  ;•  and  the  number  of 
king’s  regiments  ferving  in  India,, 
Would  always-  be  to  be  ascertained 
by  the  company  belonging  to  each, 

-  which  remained  in  England  for  the 
purpofe  of  recruiting,  and  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  which  would  be  to  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  by  parliament.  Meanwhile 
fie  begged  leave  to  obferve,  upon  the 
fubjeCt  of  armies  kept  up  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  legiPature,  that 
there  was  great  inaccuracy  in  the  ex- 

o  •  t 

Bring  laws  in  relation  to  that  fubjeCL 
The  bill  of  rights  was  not  very  ex¬ 
plicit  ;  it  hardly  listed  the  legality 
of  a  handing  army  within  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  was  totally  blent  refpeCl- 
ins  forces  out  of  the  kingdom.  The 
mutiny  aCt  was  penned  Pill  more 
loofely  :  it  orovided  only  for  the 
maintenance  cf  difcipline  in  the 
home  fervice,  and  took  no  notice 
that  we  had  troops  in  any  other  part 
of  the  world  :  it  gave  the  king  a 
power  of  making  new  articles  of  war, 
and  inffifting  new  penalties,  pro¬ 
vided  they  did  not  amount  to  lofs  of 
life  or  limb,  in  England  ;  leaving  it 
in  doubt  whether  crimes,  not  capi¬ 
tal  in  England,  might  not  be  made 
capital  abroad  :  it  took  no  notice  of 
the  company  belonging  to  foreign 
regiments,  that  was  retained  at  home 
for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting.  One 
benefit  refulting  from  the  prefent 
difpute,.  would,  he  hoped,  be  the 
remedying  in  future  thefe  inaccura¬ 
cies  and  omiflions. 

Mr.  Pitt  acknowledged*  that  it 
h<  d  been  the  object  of  the  aCt  of 
1784  to  aflame  the  power  of  fu- 
perintendence  and  control,  without 
albumin g  the  power  of  patronage. 
In  the  prefent  bill  he  declared,  that 
every  thing  had  been  done,  which 
his  underPanding  had  fuggePed, 


for  the  diminution  of  patronage-- 
The  regiments  in  queftion  belonged 
to  the  crown,  and  of  courfe  it  could 
not  be  fuppofed,  that  the  fovereign- 
could  entirely  depart  from  his  pre¬ 
rogative  of  naming  his  own  officers. 
But  the  king  had  acted  with  the  molt 
gracious  attention  to  the  company, 
and  to  the  merita  of  the  officers  who 
had  grown  grey  in  her  fervice  ;  hav¬ 
ing  relinquifhed  nearly  half  the  pa¬ 
tronage  of  the  regiments,  and  leav- 
mg  the  difpofal  of  thefe  commiffions 
to  the  court  of  directors.  The  com¬ 
pany  indeed  aliedged,  that  they  had 
fix  hundred  officers  unemployed  ; 
but  the  king  could  not  forget,  that  he 
had  twothoufand  eight  hundred  of¬ 
ficers  upon  half  pay,  not  perhaps 
more  meritorious,  but  certainly  not 
lefs  fo,  than  thofe  in  the  company’s 
fervice,  and  many  of  whom  had  actu¬ 
ally  ferved  with  dilfincfkm  in  India^ 
Such  had  been  the  forbearance  he 
had  thought  it  proper  to  exerdfe 
upon  the  fubject  of  patronage.  But, 
if,  by  the  objection  that  had  been 
Parted,  it  was  intended  to  refer  to 
the  great  political  patronage,  this 
he  did  not  deny  that  he  had  at  all¬ 
times  intended  to  aflume.  Men, 
who  were  refponfible  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  a  country,  ought  undoubt- 
edly  to  have  the  appointment  01 
thofe,  whom  they  were  to  intrnft 
with  the  execution  of  their  orders. 
But  it  would  be  admitted,  that  the 
patronage  left  to  the  company  was 
very  confiderable,  when  the  great 
extent  of  their  military  ePabliPiment 
was  properly  recollected,  Mr.  Pitt 
added,  that  the  objections  that  were 
Parted  on  this  head,  would  poffibly 
throw  difficulties  in  'the  way  of  the 
confolidation  of  the  two  armies  in 
Indio  ;  an  objeCt,  on  many  accounts, 
defirabie,  and  which  in  fome  way  or 
other  rnuP  be  attempted.  If  it 
fhouldbe  thought  advifeable  to  make 
the  whole  army  royal,  then  undoubt¬ 
edly  the  patronage  of  the  crown 
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would  he  greatly  increafed.  He 
believed  however,  that  the  mea- 
fure  was  neceiTary  ;  and  there  was 
fcarcely  any  thing  to  which  he 
would  not  afient,  to  remove  the  ap- 
prehenfions  of  the  nation  refpebting 
the  undue  life  of  this  patronage.  For 
the  bill  now  before  the  houfe,  Mr. 
Pitt  profefted  himfelf  ready  to  pro- 
pofe  claufes,  that  thou  Id  annihilate 
every  fufpicion  of  danger.  He  re¬ 
queued  from  members  in  general 
t  he  fuggeflion  of  whatever  claufes  or 
checks  their  ingenuity  could  devife* 
Het  them  come  from  what  individu¬ 
al,  or  from  what  fide  of  the  horde 
they  might ;  let  them  be  accompa¬ 
nied  with  what  languagethey  might  j 
he  would  gladly  receive  them,  and 
would  efteem  the  man  that  propofed 
them  his  befb  'friend,  became  he 
would  prove  himfelf  a  friend  to  the 
confutation.  The  bill  having  al¬ 
ready  gone  through  the  committee, 

J  O  O  7 

Mr.  Pitt  concluded  with  moving 
that  it  be  recommitted,  and  that  it 
be  an  inftrudtion  to  the  committee, 
that  they  receive  claufes  for  farther 
fpecifying  and  limiting  the  manner  of 
applying  the  revenues  of  the  Brffifli 
territories  and  pofleifions  fn  India, 
The  houfe  had  previoufly  divided 
upon  the  original  queftion  for  com¬ 
mitting  the  bill,  ayes  182,  noes  125. 

The  fpeech  of  Mi'*  Pitt  produced 
a  favourable  effedt  upon  the  coun¬ 
try  gentlemen,  and  Mr.  Ballard 
and  Mr.  Pulteqey  exprefled  them- 
felves  greatly  fatisfied  with  what  he 
had  offered,  though  they  united  in 
.a  ivifing  hirrij,  not  to  do  things  by 
halves ;  but  to  put  an  end  to  the 
prefent  bill  altogether,,  and  to  bring 
in,  not  a  declaratory,  but  an  enabl¬ 
ing  bill.  My.  Sheridan  fpoke  in 
the  courfe  of  the  debate.  He  re¬ 
ported  the  accufations,  which  Mr. 
Pitt  had  frequently  brought  againft 
the  members  of  oppofition.  He 
offer ved,  that  the  minifter  had 
now  endeavoured  to  reprefent  them 


as  the  enemies  of  prerogative.  If 
by  the  enemies  of  prerogative  he 
meant  to  Have  it  imderftood,  that 
they  were  not,  like  himfejf,  the 
friends  of  a  dark,  concealed  and  fe~ 
cret  band'of  advifers,  who,  fculk- 
ing  behind  the  throne,  were  the 
main  fpring  of  attack  upon  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  of  danger  to  the 
.throne  itFelf ;  if  he  meant,  that 
they  were  unwilling  to  intrench  up¬ 
on  the  privileges  of  that  houfe,  and 
.difdained  to  fee  the  dignity  of  an¬ 
other  infulted  by  a  mean,,  grofs  and 
fcandalous  fyftem  of  tranfadfing 
public  bufinefs  by  whifpermg  ;  if  he 
meant,  that  they  were  not  ready 
unneceffarily  to  increafe  the  Band¬ 
ing  army  by  every  pofftble  expedi¬ 
ent  ;  they  confeffed  guilty  to  the 
the  charge  :  they  avowed  eternal  hof- 
tility  to  a  prerogative  fo  exercifed,* 
Mr.  Sheridan  howevei  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  Mr.  Pitt  was  a  friend 
to  the  prerogative  indefinitely  and 
implicitly ;  but  he  did  not  fee  how 
h^  could  arrogate  to  himfelf  the 
praife  of  being  alfo  a  friend  to  the 
privleges  of  the  people..  His  whole 
political  life  had  been  occupied  in 
attacks  upon  thole  privileges.  Pie 
had  commenced  hfs  career  by  a 
violent  infringmeiit  of  the  rights  of 
the  houfe  of  commons ;  he  had 
attacked,  the  rights  of  eledtion ; 
he  had  attacked  the  privileges  of 
the  people  of  Ireland ;  he  had 
endeavoured  to  facriftce  the  frail- 
c'hifes  of  Englishmen  at  the  ihrine 
of  a  wild  fyftem  of  fortifications,* 
In  the  prefent  feffion  he  had  ofed 
every  means  to  augment  the  (land- 
ing  army.  Fictitious  wants  have 
been  pleaded ;  unknown  dangers 
had  been  fuggefted  ;  the  peace  efta- 
blifhment  was  increafed  in  both  ex¬ 
tremities  of  the  globe ;  the  mutiny 
adt  was  gradually  and  fyftematicaily 
extended  to  perfohs,  not  within  the 
reach  of  milifaiy  law.  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan  was  for  his  own  part  dtlkous, 
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that  Mr.  Pitt  fhould  be  proved  a 
true  and  zealous  friend  to  the  confti- 
tution.  To  fatisfy  our  mental  tafte, 
and  to  juftify  the 'admiration  that 
every  one  felt  for  his  endowments, 
it  was  eagerly  to  be  wifned,  that  a 
perfon  of  fo  brilliant  talents  fhould 
jflncerely  love  the  conftitution,  to 
which  his  talents  were  peculiarly  a- 
d'apted,  and  under  which  alone  they 
could  fully  difplay  themfelves.  His 
friends  talked  much  of  his  confci- 
ence ;  and  it  was  alledged,  that  bad 
advice,  not  wicked  intention,  had 
given  rife  to  the  prefent  bill.  He 
was  not  unwilling  to  give  ear  to 
this  apology  ;  he  hoped  it  was  true, 
and  he  partly  believed  it.  Pie  did 
not  hefitate  to  agree  with  the  mini- 
fler’s  admirers,  that  he  had  people 
about  him  capable  of  leading  him 
wrong. 

O 

Mr.  Sheridan  animadverted  upon 
the  language  of  the  fpeech  which  had 
juft  been  delivered.  Mr.  Pitt  had  be¬ 
gun  with  talking  of  the  magnitude 
and  importance  of  the  bill  on  the 
table,  of  that  very  bill  which  he  had 
originally  fiolen  into  the  houfe,  with¬ 
out  explanation,  without  fpeaking 
of  its  dangers,  without  the  ftnaileft 
hint  of  its  magnitude.  He  had  pro¬ 
cured  it  to  be  read  a  nrft  and  a  fe- 
cond  time  ;  but,  being;  caught  in 
the  fa£t,  and  finding;  his  arm  arreft- 
ed  and  himfelf  difcovered,  feeing 
that  not  only  the  members  of  op- 
pofition,  but  that  all  iides  of  the 
houfe  had  taken  the  alarm,  he  came 
forward,  talked  of  the  danger  with 
which  his  bill  was  pregnant,  and 
requeued  that  it  might  be  check¬ 
ed  and  guarded  with  all  pofiible 
caution.  The  bill  with  its  terrors, 
its  arrogance  and  its  evils  came  firff  ; 
the  checks  came  behind  by  way  of 
rider.  Prerogative  flood  boldly  in 
the  front  ;  the  confhtution  brought 
up  the  rear. 


Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,  that  the 
prefent  bill  was  a  complete  jtiffifica- 
tion  of  the  fyftem  oLMr.  Fox  in 
the  year  178 3.  The  minifter  had 
built  his  fuccefs  at  that  time,  upon 
the  cry  that  was  railed  againfl  that 
fyftem  •  and  he  had  now  brought  in 
a  bill,  which  went  ten  times -farther 
in  ali  the  points  he  had  then  affected 
to  condemn.  Let  the  houfe  com¬ 
pare  the  powers  of  Mr.  Fox’s  com- 
milfioners  with  thofe,  which  were 
now  afferted  to  belong  to  the  board 
of  control.  Lord  Fitzwilliam 
could  not  fend  out  a  difpatch  ;  he 
could  neither  declare  war  nor  make 
peace  in  India  ;  he  could  neither 
colle6t  the  revenues  of  the  company, 
nor  apply  them  to  the  purpofes  he 
fhould  think  proper,  without  firft 
having  the  pleafure  of  the  king 
fignified  to  him  through  the  medi¬ 
um  of  the  fecretary  of  ftate.  The 
board  of  control  could  do  all  this. 
Mr.  Sheridan  averred,  that  the  bill 
of  1784.  had  been  brought  1  a  with 
the  declared  aflent  of  the  court 
of  directors.  The  minifter  had 
flood  upon  the  compact,  and  plead¬ 
ed  their  approbation  as  a  decifive 
argument ;  but  now  he  -  expedled, 
not  only  to  violate  the  bargain,  but 
even  to  efcape  the  ignominy  of  hav¬ 
ing  broken  a  folemn  engagement. 

Mr.  Burke  congratulated  the 
houle,  that  confidence  was  now  ex¬ 
ploded,  and  that  the  vigilance  and 
jealoufy  of  parliament,  which  had 
long  been  extindl,  was  again  called 
into  exiftence.  On  Wednesday  the 
minifter  had  called  for  the  tmft  and 
reliance  of  that  houfe  ;  on  Friday 
he  condefcended  to  recommend  tq 
them  watchfulnefs,  care  and  fufpi- 
cion.  Fie  did  every  thing  indeed 
with  an  air  of  pride ;  he  even  feat¬ 
ured  his  aflies  with  dignity  ;  and. 
wore  his  fackcloth,  as  if  it  were  a 
robe  of  purple.  Alluding  to  an  ex- 
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preffion  of  Mr.  Scott,  fince  appoint¬ 
ed  folicitor  general,  he  obferved, 
that  the  prefent  meafure  in  compari- 
,fon  with  the  unfuccelsful  plan  of 
Mr.  Fox,  was  the  gentle,  regimen- 
prefcribing  bill ;  it  took  from  the 
Eaft  India  company  their  break- 
fail,  their  dinner,  and  referred  the 
right  of  taking  what  portion  it 
pleafed  of  their  flipper.  He  de¬ 
li  red  to  be  informed  by  adminiftra- 
tion,  whether,  when  they  brought 
in  the  h6t  of  1784,  and  complained 
that  Mr.  Fox’s  bill  took  too  much, 
they  had  honeftly  hated,  that  all 
they  meant  to  take,  -was,  the  military 
power,  the  political  direction,  the 
management  of  the  revenue,  and 
as  much  as  -they  could  get  of  the 
commerce  ?  The  queflion  then  to 
have  put  to  the  houfe  would  have 
been,  in  whofe  hands  they  were 
willing  this  power  Iliould  be  in- 
trailed  ?  in  the  hands  of  feveri  of 
the  moft  refpeclable  men  in  the 
kingdom,  or  with  the  fb.reds  and 
remnants  of  office?  The  public  had 
been  at  that  time  infatuated,  hurried 
on  to  madnefs.  They  were  goaded 
to  the  deftruftion  of  the  hign-prieft 
of  their  liberties,  at  the  very  time 
that  he  was  exerting  himfelf  at  the 
altar  of  the  nation  for  their  fupport. 
.The  leaders  of  that  mob  were  a 
thoufand  times  worfe,  than  lord 
George  Gordon,  who  was  now  buf¬ 
fering  in  his  Jewifh  gabardine.  Had 
his  mob  deftroyed  the  bank,  the 
country’s  wealth  might  have  rebuilt 
it  ;  had  they  deilroyed  St.  Paul’s, 
the  piety  of  the  nation  would  have 
reftored  its  ruins.  Eut  the  mob  of 
1784  deilroyed  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  deilroyed  the  palladium  of 
their  privileges,  deftroyed  what 
might  never  have  been  recovered. 
From  the  appearance  of  that  day 
however,  he  hoped  the  mifchief 
might  be  annihilated  ;  and  he  now 
expedited  to  fee  the  houfe  of  commons 
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rife  like  a  phoenix  regenerated  from, 
its  allies. 

The  houfe  divided  upon  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  bringing  up  the  report,  ayes 
182,  noes  115;  and -the  claufes,  now* 
moved  by  Mr.  Pitt,  provided,  that  no 
king’s  troops,  beyond  the  number 
which  was  now  propofed,  fhould  be 
lent  to  India  under  the  authority  of 
any  exifting  law  :  that  no  increase 
of  falary  Ihould  be  given  to  any  of 
the  fervants  of  the  company,  without 
the  difpatches  for  that  purpofe  be¬ 
ing  laid  before  both  houfes  of  par¬ 
liament  thirty  days  previous  to  their 
being  fent ;  and  that  no  gratuity 
Iliould  be  given,  the  propofal  of 
which  did  not  originate  in  the  court 
of  directors.  A  fourth  claufe  was 
added  to  thefe  by  the  mini  Her, 
which  had  not  precifely  the  fame 
objedl :  it  directed,  that  an  account 
of  the  revenues  and  diffeurfements 
0.1  the  company  Iliould  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  parliament  at  a  certain  affigned 
period  in  the  courfe  of  every  year* 
TBe  claufes  were  received  without 
a  debate. 

As  every  part  of  the  declaratory  bill 
underwent  a  fevere  difcuflio-n,  the  fe~ 
•nectary  at  war  was  more  than  once 
called  upon  to  inform  the  houfe  re- 
fpedting  it,  in  circumftances  relative 
to  his  own  department.  Mr.  Baring, 
the  mofc  adlive  of  the  Eaft  India  di¬ 
rectors,  ftated,  that  the  new  regi¬ 
ments,  •  now  propofed  to  be  fent, 
would  loon  be  reduced  to  mere  Ikele- 
tons  of  regiments,  like  the  reft  of  the 
government  forces  in  that  part  of  the 
world.  A  difference  of  opinion  upon 
this  point  took  place  between  him 
and  the  I'ecretary  at  war ;  Mr.  Baring 
Hating,  that  the  number  ofmen  want¬ 
ing  to  complete  the  king’s  regiments 
in  India  was  two  thoufand  four  bun; 
dred  ;  and  the  fecretary  at  war  al¬ 
luring  the  houfe,  as  he  laid  officially, 
that  the  deficiency  loarcely  exceeded 
the  amount  of  two  hundred.  In 
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this  flatement  he  fpoke  from  the 
moft  unqueftionable  evidence,  as  the 
Indian  accounts  of  January  11'% -j 
had  taken  it  at  fomething  more  than 
eight  hundred,  and  fix  hundred  re¬ 
cruits  had  fince  that  time  been  em¬ 
barked.  Mr.  Fox  ridiculed  this  mode 
of  computation,  as  it  made  no  fort 
of  allowance  for  the  deficiencies, 
which  might  have  happened  in  the 
courfe  of  fourteen  months,  either  in 
the  new  recruits,  or  in  the  army 
then  exifting  in  India.  General 
Burgoyne  took  occafion  to  enquire, 
whether  the  four  regiments  had  yet 
been  infpe&ed  by  a  general  officer  ; 
fince  he  had  heard  it  affirmed,  that 
one  of  them  was  to  be  kept  at  home 
another  year  in  order  to  recruit.  In 
that  cafe,  was  it  to  be  maintained 
by  the  king  or  the  company  ?  If 
the  latter,  whatever  might  be  faid 
refpedfing  the  power  of  the  king,  to 
maintain  troops  in  India,  not  de¬ 
frayed  by  parliament,  certain  he  was, 
that  no  troops  could  be  kept  in  Eng¬ 
land  that  were  not  fo  defrayed.  The 
fecretary  at  war  anfwered,  that  three 
of  the  regiments  had  been  infpedfed 
by  a  general  officer,  and  that  the 
fourth,  he  believed,  was  nearly  as 
complete  as  the  other  three.  Gene¬ 
ral  Burgoyne  dated  upon  the  follow¬ 
ing  day,  that  he  had  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  the  fa£t  was  exadtly  the 
reverfe  of  this  affertion,  one  of  the 
regiments  having  been  reviewed, 
and  three  of  them  not  reviewed  at 
all.  1  he  fecretary  at  war  replied, 
that,  if  they  had  not  been  infpedfed 
bv  a  reviewing  general,  they  had 
however  been  infpedled  by  their  own 
colonels,  Mr.  Sheridan  Hated  to  the 
ho ufe,  that,  however  extraordinary 
it  might  appear,  he  believed  he 
fhoultl  be  able  to  prove,  that  orders 
were  actually  fent  out  to  reduce  the 
eftabliffiment  of  the  five  regiments 
ah  eady  in  India,  at  the.  very  time 
that  it  was  propofed  to  fend  out  the 


four  new  regiments ;  and  he  accord¬ 
ingly  moved,  that  certain  papers  re-r 
lative  to  this  tranfa&ion  flrould  be 
laid  before  the  houfe,  He  left  them 
to  draw  their  own  inferences  from 
this  fmgular  circnmtfance. 

A  fact  had  been  originally  brought 
forward  by  colonel  Barre,  for  the 
purpofe  of  proving,  that  the  board 
of  control  not  only  claimed  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  the  commerce  of  the  com¬ 
pany  indiredtly  by  difpofing  of  their 
revenue,  but  that  they  had  diredtlv 
interfered  with  it  in  the  matter  of 
the  cottofftrade.  Mr.  Dundas  un¬ 
dertook  to  explain  this  affair  to  the 
houfe.  He  faid,  that  the  court  of 
diredlors  had  been  willing  to  take 
the  cotton  trade  into  the  handsmf 
the  company,  and  that,  knowing  the 
fuccefs  of  their  defign  to  depend  up¬ 
on  fecrecy,  they  had  refolved  to  fend 
their  difpatches  through  the  fecret 
committee  of  diredfors,  aware  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  proceeding  was 
ftridlly  illegal.  Under  thefe  rir- 
cumflances  the  difpatches  had  come 
to  the  board  of  control;  and,  as  they 
could  not  go  to  India  without  their 
fignature  and  feal,  the  board  had 
paffively  affixed  their  authority  to 
the  infh'ument.  Mr,  Fox  obferved? 
that  this  adlion  ought  not  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  paffive,  fince  if  the  board 
had  not  lent  their  authority  in  the 
cafe  in  queflion,  the  difpatches  could 
have  been  tranfmitted  through  the 
unlawful  medium  of  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee. 

The  general  debate  was  revived 
upon  the  third  reading  of  the  bilk 
Mr.  Flood  averted,  that  the  decla¬ 
ratory  bill  was  totally  unneceffary. 
If  a  difpute  had  arifen  as  to  who 
was  to  pay  the  troops  in  India,  that 
might  have  beerl  afterwards  adjur¬ 
ed.  ^  The  company’s  fhips,  he  un- 
derffood,  were  ready  to  receive  them. 
The  troops  therefore  might  have 
been  embarked ;  and  the  quefiiou 


foreign 


in  difpute  have  been  tried  in  a  court 
of  law.  Four  years  ago  it  had  been 
afferted,  that  the  influence  of  the  Eaft 
India  company,  placed  in  the  hands 
of  an  individual  commiflion,  would 
have  made  the  commiflioners  Supe¬ 
rior  in  power  to  the  crown  itfelf.  Sure¬ 
ly  that  power,  which  was  fo  formid¬ 
able  an.  object  in  the  hands  of  private 
men,  muft  confritute  an  acceffion  in 
the  high  eft  degree  alarming,  to  the 
influence  and  \weight  of  the  mo¬ 
narchical  branch.  Sir  Grey  Cooper 
reafoned  upon  the  enacting  claules, 
which  had  recently  been  introduced 
into  the  bill  by  the  minifter.  To 
what  did  the  claufes  amount,  but  to 
an  affection,  that  the  power,  already 
editing  in  the  commiflioners  by  law, 
wTas  to  be  exercifed  under  certain 
conditions,  which  hitherto  were  not 
law  ?  It  had  been  afferted,  that  the 
houfe  was  ad  mg  in  the  prefent 
tranftction  in  its  judicial  and  not  in 
its  legiflative  capacity.  But  it  was 
the  office  of  a  judge  to  declare  what 
was  law  already.  He  could  not  add 
a  claufe,  or  a  tittle  to  the  proviftons 
that  were  already  enabled. 

Mr*  Francis  took  up  the  fubjed 
in  an  oppoftte  view.  He  denied 
that  this  was  a  legai  queftion,  or 
could  be  fuch  in  the  popular  ac¬ 
ceptation  of  the  wrord.  On  a  legal 
queftion  it  was  ufual,  perhaps  ne- 
ceffary,  to  have  recourfe  to  legal  opi¬ 
nions.  The  court  of  directors  had 
aded  properly  in  confulting  the  pro- 
feflional  lawyers  upon  the  prefent 
occafton.  With  them  it  was  a  queftion 
of  law  ;  in  that  houfe  it  was  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  legiflation.  They  were  to  afk 
themfelves  as  legiflators,  what  they 
had  imderftood,  when  they  enad- 
ed  fuch  a  law  ?  Could  any  thing  be 
more  abfurd  or  prepofterous  than  for 
them  to  confult  the  barrifters  in  the 
different  courts,  as  to  what  had  been 
their  own  meaning  and  intention  by 
their  own  ad  and  deed  t  They  cri- 
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minated  themfelves,  if  they  admitted, 
that  they  were  capable  of  making  a 
lave,  which  they  did  not  underftand, 
and  which  they  muft  have  re-fort  to 
other  men  to  expound.  No  mem¬ 
ber  of  that  houfe  could  vote  for  the 
prefent  bill,  unlefs  he  could  affirm,  in 
the  prefence  of  the  houfe,  and  in  the 
face  of  his  country,  that,  when  he 
confented  to  the  ad  of  1784,  he 
meant  to  give  precifely  the  power 
which  was  now  demanded.  Mr. 
Pitt  was  not  only  bound  to  this  af¬ 
firmation  ;  he  muft  farther  declare, 
that  he  knew  this  to  be  the  fenfe  in 
which  the  ad  of  1784  had  been  af- 
fented  to  by  parliament ;  fince,  in 
all  engagements  between  man  and 
man,  the  party  propofing  was  held, 
not  by  his  own  referved  fenfe  of  the 
engagement,  but  by  the  fenfe  in 
which  he  knew  it  was  received  and 
accepted  by  the  other  party.  Upon 
this  principle  Mr.  Francis  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  give  his  vote  againfi  the  bill. 
He  muft  exped  to  pafs  for  an  infa¬ 
mous  impoftor,  if  he  admitted,  that 
tbe  powers,  now  declared  to  have 
been  given  in  1  784,  had  ever  been 
in.  contemplation,  had  been  hinted 
at  in  the  remoteft  manner,  when  that 
law  was  under  difeuffion. 

Mr.  Francis  undertook;  to  prove, 
that  the  bill  in  every  fenfe  of  the 
word  was  unneceffary.  The  pre¬ 
fent  eftablifhment  was  abundantly 
adequate  to  the  defence  of  our  poi- 
Effions  in  India.  They  had  been 
obtained  and  defended  by  an  effed- 
ive  European  force,  at  no  time  ex¬ 
ceeding,  very  feldom  equal,  to  one 
third  of  the  permanent  eftablifti- 
ment  now  propefed  to  be  maintain¬ 
ed.  We  had  a  native  army  of  fifty 
thoufand  fepoys,  infinitely  fitter  for 
the  climate,  infinitely  more  patient 
and  capable  of  fatigue,  as  well 
disciplined,  and  as  much  to  be  de¬ 
pended  upon,  as  any  regiment  that 
ever  went  out  from  England*  He 


.quoted  the  authorities  of  lord  Clive, 
general  Lawrence,  general  Carnac, 
genet  al  Caillaud,  fir  John  Claver¬ 
ing,  and  fir  Eyre  Coote,  who  all  of 
them  agreed  in  fupport  of  thefe  af- 
fertions.  He  alluded  to  a.  tranfac- 
C'ion  in  the  year  178 5?  when  the 
court  of  directors  had  propofed  an 
higher  eftablifhment,  arid  the  board 
,of  control  had  at  firft  rejeiled  the 
propofal,  deeming  the  exifting  army 
amply  futficient  for  our  defence. 
But  for  what  purpofe  had  the  ne~ 
cefSty  of  the  meafure  been  a  Hedged? 
If  it  proved  any  thing,  the  argument 
muft  idand  thus  :  it  is  neceiTary  to 
day  to  fend  four  regiments  to  India 
at  the  company’s  expence  ;  ergo,  it 
•was  lawful  yefterday.  The  very 
word  neceffity  ought  to  put  parlia¬ 
ment  upon  their  guard*  It  was  not 
only  unconnected,  but  incompatible 
with  legality*  He,  who  knew  that 
he  had  the  law  on  his  fide,  had  no¬ 
thing  to  anfwer  for  but  the  proper 
life  and  application  of  a  legal  power. 
Their  own  argument  convicted 
them  ;  it  was  falfhoof  in  did  refs, 
that  took  refuge  in  abfurdity.  Sup- 
pofe  the  meafure  to  be  perfectly 
proper  and  expedient,  what  then  ? 
If  the  feafon  prefled,  let  it  be  done 
without  a  law  :  if  not,  let  them  pro- 
pofe  an  enafting  bill,  and  take  the 
power  they  wanted.  By  that  courfe 
the  end  would  be  fully  anfwered, 
without  reducing  parliament  to  the 
fliame  and  difhonour  of  afferting  a 
notorious  falfhood  in  the  face  of 
mankind.  But,  it  feemed,  that  ex¬ 
pedient  would  not  be  accepted.  The 
mini  Her  for  India  muft  have  a  law 
with  a  retrofpecd  of  four  years.  His 
cafe,  Mr,  Francis  took  it  for  granted, 
required  it.  He  muft  provide  him- 
Clf  with  a  fhelter  for  offences  com¬ 
mitted  in -that  period;  he  muft  fe- 
cure  a  fraudulent  indemnity  for 
primes  and  mifdemeanours  vet  un¬ 
ci  ii  covered.  Let  them  be  brought 


to  light  when  they  might,  this  de¬ 
claratory  bill  would  ferve  for  his  pro¬ 
tection.  Mr.  Francis  defied  Mr. 
Dundas  to  ftate  a  rational  motive 
except  this,  for  his  preferring  a  de¬ 
claratory  to  an  enabling  bill  upon 
the  prefent  occafion.  He  added, 
that  he  was  of  opinion,  that  patron¬ 
age  was  not  the  principal  objeeft  in 
the  propofed  meafure  ;  the  increafe 
of  military  power  wras  at  the  bottom 
of  it.  Looking  forward  to  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  company’s  charter, 
and  the  queftioiis  that  would  arife 
out  of  that  event,  it  was  intended  to 
ftraiten  and  confine  the  freedom  of 
that  great  parliamentary  delibera¬ 
tion,  to  anticipate  the  qtieftion,  and 
to  fetter  the  iegiflature  by  executive 
meafures,  which  at  a  future  period 
could  not  fafely  be  retraced. 

Mr.  Baring  exerted  himfelf  to 
fhow,  that  the  meaning,  now  endea¬ 
voured  to  be  fixed  upon  the  a<ft  of 
1784,  had  very  lately  been  conceived 
by  its  prefent  patrons.  He  produced 
a  minute  of  the  court  of  directors, 
remarking  upon  a  particular  power, 
■which,  if  granted  to  the  board  of 
control,  they  declared  would  amount 
to  an  invafion  of  their  rights.  In 
confequence  of  a  remonftrance  from 
them,  the  claufe  had  been  left  out 
of  the  a£L  He  alluded  to  another 
paper  dated  in  the  year  1786,  in 
which,  as  he  faid,  the  board  had  ex~ 
prefsly  declared,  that  they  had  no 
power  to  fend  out  any  of  the  king’s 
troops  to  India,  without  the  confent 
of  the  court  of  directors.  The  ar¬ 
guments  of  Mr.  Baring  were  fecond- 
ed  and  inforced  with  farther  in- 
ftancesby  Mr.  Nathaniel  Smith,  late 
chairman  of  the  Eafl  India  company. 

The  bill  was  vindicated  upon  ge¬ 
neral  principles  by  major  Scott,  Mr. 
Rolle,  Mr.  Young,  Mr.  Hardinge, 
and  Mr,  Grenville.  Mr.  Sheridan 
moved  aclaufe  u  pon  the  third  reading, 
to  limit  the  duration  of  the  board  of 
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control  to  the  period  of  the  prefen t 
charter.  He  obferved,  that  the  Eafl 
India  company  would  then  be  in 
poftefiion  of  a  considerable  private 
eftate,  over  which  government  could 
pretend  to  no  faperintendence.  The 
iiland  of  Bombay  was  their  proper¬ 
ty,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the 
crown.  Various  lands  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Calcutta  they  derived 
from  fimilar  grants  of  the  native 
princes  of  India.  The  annual  re¬ 
venue  of  their  Madras  e flute  was 
computed  at  go,oool.  per  annum. 
Mr.  Pitt  objected  to  the  claufe.  He 
all  edged,  that  it  would  be  highly  im¬ 
proper  forthe  home  prematurely  and 
tmneceflarily  to  enter  upon  the  dif- 
euffion  of  a  queftion,  which  muff 
come  regularly  before  them  when 
the  company's  charter  expired  ;  un- 
lefs  it  fhould  be  thought  hdvifable, 
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which  was  at  prefeut  extremely  un¬ 
certain,  to  grant  them  a  new  char¬ 
ter. 

The  bill  was  carried  tip  to  the 
ho  life  of  lords  on  the  fourteenth  of 
March,  read  a  fir  If  time  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  dav,  which  was  Saturday, 
and  propofed  for  a  fecond  reading  on 
the  enfuing  Monday.  This  preci¬ 
pitation  was  made  the  fubjedt  of  a 
petition,  offered  by  certain  proprie¬ 
tors,  and  prefented  to  the  houfe  by 
the  duke  of  Norfolk,  in  which  they 
requeued  a  delay  of  three  days,  till 
a  general  meeting  could  be  held  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany.  To  this  fuggeftion  it  was 
objected  by  lord  Thuflow  and  lord 
Hawkefbury,  that  the  fhips  of  the 
Eaft  India  company  were  now  de¬ 
tained  in  noit  at  the  enormous  ex- 
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pence  of  three  or  four  hundred  pounds 
per  diem.  By  lord  Stormont  and 
lord  Loughborough  it  was  replied, 
that  no  expence,  however  great, 
ought  to  weigh  in  the  consideration 
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of  the  prefent  queftion.  The  bill 
decided  upon  a  matter  of  private 
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right,  and  parliament  could  not 
juftly  refiife  to  hear  the  petitioners. 
Th  e  houfe  divided  upon  the  queftion, 
contents  32,  not  contents  75.  A 
motion  of  lord  Porchefter  was  re¬ 
jected  by  a  ftmilar  majority,  for  re¬ 
ferring  a  queftion  to  the  twelve 
judges,  refpebting  the  true  meaning 
and  intent  of  the  adl  of  1784. 

The  duke  of  Richmond  faid, 
that  he  was  peculiarly  circumftan- 
ced’  on  the  prefent  occasion,  fincc 
he  had  never  been  pieafed  with, 
any  of  the  bills  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  India,  that  had  yet  been 
brought  into  parliament.  He  had 
ever  been  cf  opinion,  that  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  Eaft  were  trailed  in  the 
befr  hands,  when  they  were  veiled 
in  the  company  itfelf.  He  had  op- 
pofed  the  bill  of  1783,  becaufe  it 
flagrantly  violated  the  charter  of 
the  company,  and  placed  an  im- 
menfe  power  in  the  hands  of  a  corn- 
million,  that  was  not  refponftble,  fo 
far  as#lie  could  find,  either  to  the 
king  or  the  parliament.  He  had 
oppofed  the  adl  of  1784,  becaufe  it 
gave  to  the  crown  an  enormous  ad¬ 
dition  of  power.  But  he  could  net 
admit,  that  that  adl  was  in  any  de¬ 
gree  fo  violent  and  defpotical,  as  the 
bill  which  preceded  it.  The  decla¬ 
ratory  meafure  now  under  confider¬ 
ation  muff  neceffarily  have  his  com* 
plete  approbation.  It  confided  of 
two  diftindt  parts  ;  its  expofition  of 
the  adl  of  1784,  and  certain  enabling 
claufes,  containing  checks  and  re- 
ftraints  upon  the  extenfive  patronage, 
that  the  government  of  the  Eaft  na¬ 
turally  gave.  To  the  former  part  he 
mull  inevitably  agree.  That  the  act 
of  1784  gave  to  the  board  of  control 
complete  authority,  had  always  been 
his  opinion.  For  that  reafon  he  had 
oppofed  it  :  but,  entertaining  that 
opinion,  he  mull  juftify  the  prefent 
bill,  which  in  his  mind  was  a  true 
declaration  of  the  face.  He  could 
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not  but  equally  approve  of  the  re- 
ftraints that  were  propofed  upon  the 
exercife  of  patronage.  Patronage 
was  infeparable  from  power.  But, 
whenhe  faw  the  induftry, with  which 
it  was  limited,  and  minifters  were 
tied  down  from  the  abnfe  of  it  ; 
when  he  faw,  that  it  was  not  to  be 
ufed  otherwife  than  for  the  good  of 
the  fervice,  he  could  not  view  the 
prefent  meafure  with  the  fame  jea- 
loufy,  with  which  he  was  accuftomed 
to  regard  propofttions  for  extending 
the  power  of  the  crown. 

Lord  Stormont  argued  at  large 
againft  the  bill,  and,  among  other 
«ircumftances,  remarked,  that,  at  the 
time  of  the  late  alarm  rebpedling 
Holland,  there  were  in  India  four 
Dutch  fhips  of  the  line  and  fome 
French  frigates,  while  we  had  not  a 
iliip  of  war  in  that  country  ;  fo  that, 
if  an  enemy  had  thought  proper,  all 
the  trade  of  India  might  have  been 
captured  as  it  came  out  of  the  mouth 
of  the  Ganges.  Lord  Sandwich 
inforced  the  remark  of  lord  Stor¬ 
mont. 

Lord  Loughborough  argued 
flrongly  againft  the  prefent  being  a 
true  interpretation  of  the  aft  of 
1784.  Fie  obferved,  that  that  ad 
had  been  fubmitte.d,  according  to  the 
prevailing  principles  of  the  times,  to 
the  court  of  directors  for  their  appro¬ 
bation,  before  it  palled  into  a  law. 
The  bill  then  contained  a  claufe, 
impowering  the  board  or  control  to 
originate  difpatches  whenever  they 
thought  proper.  The  directors  took 
alarm  at  this ;  and,  conlidering  it  as 
a  total  affumption  of  their  rights, 
protelted  againft  it.  The  cfaufe 
was  accordingly  given  up,  and  was 
withdrawn  in  the  committee.  Fie 
remarked  upon  an  argument  of  lord 
Camden,  who  hadfaid,  that  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  civil  and  military  govern¬ 
ment  would  be  nothing,  unlefs  it 
were  accompanied  with  the  difpofal 


of  the  revenues.  This  \va^  plauF 
ible  dodrine,  and  might  be  well' u  it - 
derffood  in  France  and  other  defpotic 
countries;  but  in  Great  Britain  the 
conftitution  had  ordered  it  otherwife, 
and  the  executive  power  was  not  buf¬ 
fered  to  dired  the  public  purfe, 
I,o rd  Loughborough  enlarged  upon 
the  diftindion  between  declaratory- 
laws,  palled  with  a  view  to  alcertain 
advantages  to  the  fubjed,  and  fuch 
as  were  made  with  a  view  to  autho- 
rife  their  fubjedion  and  reftraint. 
The  latter  were  always  odious,  and 
were  regarded  as  the  inftruments  of 
tyranny ;  the  former  were  conlidered 
with  reverence,  with  gratitude  and 
admiration.  Of  this  defeription  was 
the  bill  of  rights  ;  a  bill  recognifmg 
the  legal  claims  pf  the  fubjed,  in 
oppofition  to  the  extenllon  of  prero¬ 
gative  and  the  incroachments  of  ar¬ 
bitrary  power. 

Lord  Loughborough  adverted  to 
a  fad  which  had  been  ftated  by  lord 
Sydney.  It  appeared  to  be  intend¬ 
ed,  that  three  of  the  regiments  only 
fhould  be  fent  out  for  the  prefent,  and 
that  the  fourth  fhould  remain  in 
England  to  recruit.  Could  that 
horde  hear  without  emotion,  that  it 
was  intended  to  maintain  at  home  in 
this  country  a  regiment,  not  voted  by 
parliament,  and  not  paid  from  our 
parliamentary  revenues,  but  from 
the  revenues  of  India  .?  Would  mi? 
nifters  dare  to  keep  up  a  corps  not 
mentioned  in  the  mutiny  bill  ? 
Would  they  dare  to  billet  upon  Bri? 
tiili  lubjeds,  foldiers,  that  were  not 
ameniable  to  martial  law  ?  If  all  the 
valuable  principles  of  the  conftitu¬ 
tion  were  not  meant  to  be  deftroved 
at  once,  if  the  maxims  of  the  revolu¬ 
tion  were  not  antiquated  and  obfo- 
lete,  he  advifed  minifters  to  bring  in 
a  bill  of  indemnity  without  delay ;  or, 
if  they  chofe  rather  to  follow  their 
own  precedent,  to  pafs  another  declav 
ratory  bill,  explanatory  of  the  fta- 
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iites,  which  had  hitherto  been  regard¬ 
ed  as  the  palladium  of  our  liberties. 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdown  appear¬ 
ed  upon  the  fame  fide  of  the  qiiei- 
tion.  He  was  fatisned,  that  the  bill 
now  under  difculiion  did  not  contain 
the  genuine  fenfe  of  the  aft  of  1784. 
He  refled,  as  a  negative  proof,  upon 
the  records  of  the  company  ;  he  refl¬ 
ed  upon  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Pulte.- 
nev,  a  lawyer,  a  man  of  property,  a 
member  of  parliament,  who  was  a 
witnefs,  as  might  be  feen  in  his  cele¬ 
brated  pamphlet  of  that  period,  of  the 
difagreement  between  the  prefent 
meafure,  and  the  aft  it  pretended  to 
explain.  It  was  impoffible,  that  the 
word  revenue,  according  to  the  opi¬ 
nion  that  had  been  given  by  Mr.  Scot, 
could  have  been  omitted  in  the  con- 
teftedclaufe  from  a  mere  overfight. 
The  prefent  bill  was  a  bad  one,  on 
whatever  fide  he  regarded  it.  It  had 
a  bad  military  principle  :  the  policy 
of  having  man}/  officers  and  few  men 
was  exploded  throughout  Europe. 
It  was  bad,  if  it  were  confidered  in 
an  economical  point  of  view.  It  was 
unjuft  to  the  company’s  military  of¬ 
ficers,  and  the  word  confequence  up¬ 
on  that  account  was  to  be  appre¬ 
hended  from  it.  Lord  Lanfdown  ri¬ 
diculed  the  diftribution,  that  had  been 
made  by  Mr.  Pitt,  of  the  duties  of  the 
board  of  control.  By  that  diflribu- 
tion,  we  were  firfl  to  be  generous, 
providing  for  the  happinefs  of  the 
natives  :  fecondly,  to  be  political, 
looking  to  the  defence  of  the  terri¬ 
tories.  Juftice,  the  payment  of  the 
debts  of  the  company,  came  behind 
thefe  :  commerce,  the  main  concern 
of  the  body,  whofe  interefts  we 
conduced,  waslaflof  all.  Upon  the 
whole  he  could  regard  the  bill  in  no 
other  light,  than  a  bafe  violation  of 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Eaft 
India  company. 

The  marquis  entered  into  a  com- 
.  parifon  of  Mr.  Fox  ’s  bill, -and  the  aft 
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of  1784,  as  it  was  now  explained,. 
That  ho  life  did  not  fuffier  the  for¬ 
mer  to  go  into  a  committee,  becaufe 
it  was  inexpedient  in  its  principle  ; 
and  yet  Mr.  Pitt’s  aft  was  now 
maintained  to  have  the  fame  princi¬ 
ple.  The  bill  of  1783  was  a  bill  of 
experiment,  was  limited  to  a  term  of 
four  years,  and  would  by  this  time 
have  expired  ;  the  aft  of  Mr.  Pitt 
was  unlimited  and  perpetual.  As 
to  the  king’s  not  appointing  or  re¬ 
moving  the  commiflioners  at  pleafure, 
this  could  not  be  a  ferious  objeftion 
to  Mr.  Fox’s  bill  with  thole,  who  had 
complained  fo  lately  and  fo  loudly  of 
the  influence  of  the  crown.  If  the 
patronage  of  India  were  capable  of 
creating  a  fourth  eftate  and  over¬ 
turning  the  eonflitution,  how  much 
more  danger  was  to  be  apprehended 
from  it,  when  it  was  veiled  in  that 
branch  of  the  legidature  which  had 
fo  great  power  already  ?  Mr.  Fox’s 
bill  was  better  than  Mr.  Pitt’s,  be¬ 
caufe  dt  extended  the  fuperintend- 
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ence,  not  only  to  the  civil  and  mili¬ 
tary  government  and  to  the  revenues, 
but  to  the  commerce,  which  was  cap¬ 
able  of  fo  great  improvement. 

Lord  Lanfdown  condemned  the 
prefent  meafure,  becaufe  it  haflily 
decided  fundamental  queftions,  which 
in  feven  preceding  afts  of  parliament 
had  purpofely  been  left  vague  and 
indetermined.  When  he  was  fecre- 
tary  of  Hate  in  1767,  thefe fubjefts 
had  been  much  difeuffed,  but  were 
deemed  too  important  to  be  rapidly 
and  fuddenly  decided.  At  that  time 
there  was  no  propofal,  that  did  not 
include  a  compenfation  and  reward 
to  the  company,  and  place  it  as  a 
middle  body  between  this  country 
and  foreigners,  both  in  a  commercial 
and  political  view.  It  was  a  pleating 
refieftion  to  him,  that,  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  late  peace,  he  and  his 
colleagues  in  office  had  laid  down 
their  plan  for  the  conduct  of  Indian 
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affairs  It  had  been  deigned  to  buf¬ 
fer  the  patronage  to  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  company  ;  but  to  con¬ 
trol  them  fo  far,  as  to  divert  their  at¬ 
tention,  from  idle  fchemes  of  conqueft 
and  extension  of  territory,  to  the 
more  folid  and  beneficial  purfuits  of 
commerce ;  and  he  did  not  think  it 
too  much  to  alert,  that  the  trade 
might  in  a  few  years  have  been  in- 
creafed  to  ten  times  its  prefen t  ex¬ 
tent.  Lord  Lanfdown  faid,  that 
many  conjectures  had  been  formed 
refpe&iiig  the  caufe  of  the  American 
war;  but  he  was  old  enough  to  re- 
member,  that  it  had  been  the  policy 
of  the  crov/n  to  keep  the  colonifts 
out  of  the  hands  of  parliament,  till 

it  had  become  unable  to  cope  with 
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the  ipirit  of  liberty  that  prevailed 
among  them.  Then  was  introduced 
the  unfortunate  idea  of  a  parliament 
tary  participation,  and  in  the  at¬ 
tempt  the  legiflature  changed  its 
nature,  acting  upon  principles  mo¬ 
narchical,  not  democratic  ;  execu¬ 
tive,  not  originating.  Happily 
for  the  conftitution  at  leal  we  had 
loft  America,  as  parliament  could 
not  have  adminiftered  it,  and  itmuft 
have  deflroyed  all  balance  in  the  go¬ 
vernment.  India  was  precifely  in 
the  fituation,  in  which  America 
would  have  been,  had  Hie  been  re¬ 
duced  to  unconditional  fubmifiion  ; 
and  the  futility  of  parliamentary 
checks  could  not  be  more  clearly 
expofed,  than  in  what  had  pa  fed  in 
the  Iafl  felfton  but  two,  when,  the 
papers  had  been  refilled  that  related 
to  the  debts  to  the  nabob  of  Arcot. 

1  The  bill  was  farther  oppofed  by 
lord  Rawdon  and  lord  Grantley, 
and  a  pro t eft  was  entered,  figned  by 
fixteen  pee;s,  all  of  them  in  the  con¬ 
nection  in  the  duke  of  Portland.  In 
this  paper  among  other  objections 
it  was  remarked,  that  the  declarato¬ 
ry  bill  was  friendly  to  corrupt  in¬ 
trigue  and  cabal,  hoftile  to  all  good 


government,  and  particularly  ab¬ 
horrent  to  the  principles  of  our  po¬ 
pular  conflitution.  The  patronage 
of  the  company  was  enjoyed  by  the 
corn  miilio  tiers  in  the  worn  of  all  pof- 
fible  forms,  and  without  that  refpon- 
fibility  which  was  the  natural  fee  li¬ 
nt  y  again  ft  malverfation  and  abufe* 
They  could  hot  immediately  appoint, 
but  they  had  that  weight  of  recom¬ 
mendation  and  influence,  which  mtfft 
ever  attend  upon  fubifantial  power., 
and  which  in  the  prefent  cafe  had 
not  been  attempted  to  be  denied. 

The  debate  occasioned  by  Mr. 
Dimdas’s  annual  exhibition  of  the 
revenues  of  India,  which  took  place 
on  the  twenty-third  of  May,  was  in 
feveral  particulars  a  repetition  of 
what  had  paiTed  upon  the  fubject  in 
the  preceding  feffion.  He  flared  the 
furplus  of  the  revenues  of  Bengal  at 
2,230,000!.;  the  furplus  of  the  re¬ 
venues  of  Madras  at  38,000!. ;  and' 
the  deficiency  of  the  revenues  of 
Bombay  at  2oo,oool.  He  was  fa- 
tisfied,  that  this  mode  of  eflimatinv 
was  not  too  faMguine,  becaufe  it  fell 
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mort  of  the  actual  amount  of  the  re¬ 
venues  in  1782-3, 1  78  2-4. and  1784-3, 
being  the  three  laffc  years  of  which 
the  effective  amounts  had  been 
tranfmitted  home.  He  accounted 
for  the  favourable  fituation  of  Ma¬ 
dras  by  obferving,  that  a  new  treaty 
had  been  made  with  the  nabob  of 
Arcot,  by  which  he  had  agreed  to 
increafe  his  fubfidy.  The  debt  in 
India  had  been  Bated  lafl  year  at 
nine  millions  ;  it  ought  to  be  taken 
at  a  million  more.  That  the  debt  of 
Bengal  appeared  larger,  was  owing 
to  the  mode  in  which  it  fupplied  the 
other  prefxdencies,hy  the  tranfmiffion 
°f  paper,  fo  that  the  debts  of  Ma¬ 
dras  and  Bombay  were  converted  in¬ 
to  demands  upon  Calcutta.  Mr. 
Bund  as  entered  into  an  eulogium  of 
the  method  that,  was  adopted,  of 
removing  the  debts  into  this  coun¬ 
try, 
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itfr  bv  which  means  the  liquidation 
of  arrears  and  the  purchafe  of  inveft- 
ments  were  made  perfectly  compa¬ 
tible  with  each  other. 

Mr,  Francis,  by  the  mode  of  cal¬ 
culation  which  he  employed,  made 
the  revenues  of  Bengal  appear  to 
fall  lhort  of  the  expenditure,  in- 
Read  of  affording  a  furplus.  For 
this  purpofe  he  took  the  account, 
exactly  as  it.  was?  Rated  by  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Bengal,  in  which  the 
army  arrears  v  ere  entered  in  the  ac¬ 
count  of  dilburfementSy  as  if  they 
were  to  be  difcharged  out  of  the  re¬ 
ceipts  of  the  year.  The  fame  mode  of 
account,  he  obferved,  rdpefti  ng  the 
fame  fum  had  been  pra Riled  by  the 
prefidency  in  four  preceding  years, 
Mr.  Francis  remarked,  that,  if  the 
affairs  of  India  were  rapidly  advanc¬ 
ing  in  a  profperous  career,  it  fhould 
be  proved,  hrfl,  that  they  had 
brought  their  refources-  to  a  level 
with  their  expenditure ;  fecondly,that 
rhe  debt  was  reduced  in  proportion 
to  the  excels  of  revenue  ;  and  laftly, 
that  the  tree  fury  bills  were  diminifh- 
ed,  and  a  quantity  of  the  company’s 
paper  taken  out  of  circulation.  But 
this  was  far  from  being  true.  The 
debt  of  Bengal  had  been  inoreafed  in 


the  laff  year  more  than  i2,oocL 
and  the  bills  to  be  difcharged  were 
augmented  by  a  fum  of  $o,oooL 
Mr.  Baring  on  the  fame  fide  of  the 
queffion  aliened  ,*  that  Bengal  ab~ 
forbed  the  whole  of  its  annual  re¬ 
venue  and  fomething.  more  than  the 
whole. 

In  the  following  week  a  petition 
was  prefented  to  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  by  the  Eafl  India  company* 
Rating  certain  pecuniary  embaraff- 
ments  which  they  apprehended  to 
take  place  on  the  mid  of  March 
1790,  owing  to  the  arrears  of  the 
war,  to  the  government  claim  of 
500,000!,  to  the  debt  incurred  m- 
China,  and  to  the  advances  necef- 
fary  to  be  made  for  the  purpofes  of 
the  China  trade.  In  compliance 
with  their  petition  Mr.  Pitt  rawed 
on  the  following  day,  that  they 
fhould  he  empowered  to  borrow  a 
fum  not  exceeding  1,200,000!.  He 
at  the  fame  time  obferved,  that  m 
ail  probability  the  company  in  1701 
would  have  upwards  of  3,000,000!* 
Reeling  more  than,  fufficient  to  dif- 
charge  their  debts.  The  meafure 
was  carried  through  both  ho  idea 
without  oppolitioa. 
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Committee  of  Managers  to  impeach  Mi 
Jmpeach?nent  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey 
Profecutions  for  Lib  eh 

i^\NE  of  the  principal  tranfac- 
tions  of  the  fefffon  of  1788 
was  the  commencement  of  the  trial 
of  Mr,  Haflihgs.  We  have  alreadv 
ieen,  that  the  previous  circum- 
Rances  were  completed  in  the  feffion 
of  1787  ;  and  nothing  feemed  to 
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Ua flings,  Exp  cnee  of  the  Lriah, 
Charge  of  NunJcomar  rejefted*. 

remain,  when  parliament  fhould  afi* 
femble  in  theenfuing  winter,  but  ter 
enter  upon  the  immediate  hearing  of 
this  great  caufe.  Mr.  HaRings  de¬ 
livered  in  his  anfwer  to  the  articles 
of  impeachment  at  the  bar  of  the 
houfe  of  lords  on.  the  twenty -ninth 
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of  November.  In  the  following 
week  it  was  tratifmitted  to  the  houfe 
of  commons,  who  immediately  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a  com¬ 
mittee,  who  Ihould  prepare  a  reply 
on  the  part  of  that  houfe.  The 
committee  for  the  moil  part  confift- 
ed  of  the  fame  members,  as  had  o- 
riginally  been  appointed  to  prepare 
the  articles  of  impeachment,  except 
that  the  names  of  colonel  Fitzpatrick, 
Mr.  Wilbraham  and  Mr.  Courte¬ 
nay,  were  fubftituted  in  the  room 
of'thofe  of  Mr.  Frederic  Montagu, 
Mr.  Weibore  Ellis  and  fir  Grey 
Cooper.  Upon  the  name  of  Mr. 
Francis  the  houfe  divided,  ayes  23, 
noes  97.  This  circum fiance  was 
highly  unacceptable  to  the  original 
members  of  the  committee,  and 
called  forth  an  animated  reinon- 
ftrance  from  Mr.  Burke.  On  the 
eleventh  of  December  the  ultimate 
queftionwas  moved,  for  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  managers  to  make  good  the 
articles  of  impeachment  ;  and  the 
names  of  the  perfons  conflituting  the 
former  committees  having  been  ac¬ 
cepted,  Mr.  Fox  moved  that  there 
"be  added  to  them  the  name  of  Mr. 
Francis. 

He  cbfcrved  that  the  houfe  of 
commons  were  not  now  acting  as  the 
judges  of  Mr.  Haftings.  They  were 
not  even  fitting;  in  the  character  of 
si  grand  jury,  to  decide  whether  or 
not  a  bill  of  indictment  was  to  be 
found  again!!  him.  They  were  be¬ 
come  his  profecutors,  and  in  that 
capacity  would  adt  with  the  utrnoft 
inconfiflence,  if  they  failed  to  avail 
themfelves  bf  every  circumftance  and 
every  afiiftance  that  mi  Hit  give  ef- 
fedtto  their  caufe.  Mr.  Fox  enume¬ 
rated  the  different  qualities  he  deem¬ 
ed  neceffary  in  a  perfon,  who  fhould 
become  an  accufer  in  the  name  of 
the  public,  and  endeavoured  to  fhow 
that  all  thefe  qualities  belonged  to 
Mr.  Francis.  In  iuch  a  character 
6 


innocence  and  integrity  were  indft* 
penffble  ingredients.  It  was  necef- 
fary,  that  he,  who  preferred  an  ac- 
cufation  againff  another,  ihould him- 
felf  be  blarnelefs,  and  his  reputation 
unfufpedted.  That  this  was  the  cafe 
with  Mr.  Francis  was  univerfally 
known.  He  had  been  ieledled  a 
parliamentary  delegate  to  India 
in  the  year  1773,  in  confequence 
of  the  reputation  he  bore.  He 
had  returned,  with  the  appro¬ 
bation  and  confidence  of  the  Eaft 
India  company ;  and  the  teftimony 
of  his  friends  was  corroborated  and 
confirmed  by  that  of  his  enemies. 
By  a  fteady  hoflility  to  the  malver* 
fat  ions  of  others,  he  had  provoked 
the  molt  rigid  ferutiny  into  his  own 
conduit.  Had  any  a  fits  of  delin¬ 
quency  been  difcoverable  in  him, 
they  mu  ft  long  fince  have  been 
brought  before  the  public.  It  was 
fit,  that  an  accufer  Ihould  poffefs 
talents.  What  the  natural  abilities 
of  Mr.  Francis  were,  it  was  needlefs 
to  ftate,  in  a  place  where  they  were 
fo  well  knowu.  What  were  his  ac¬ 
quired  abilities  upon  the  fubjebt  of 
the  profecution,  nuift  be  equally  e- 
vident  from  the  opportunities  he 
had  enjoyed.  It  was  much  to  have 
been  in  India  j  it  was  much  to  have 
been  acquainted  with  the  evafions 
and  tergtverfations,  under  which 
Mr.  Haftings  had  been  accuftomed 
to  fereen  his  obliquities.  There 
were  but  few  perfons  from  that 
quarter,  who  would  dare  to  a  flu  me 
the  character  of  an  accufer,  or 
whofe  own  conduit  would  ftand  the 
teft  of  inquiry.  Laftly,  Mr.  Fox 
conceived,  that  it  was  not  lefs  re- 
quifite  in  an  accufer,  that  he  fhould 
entertain  no  partiality  in  favour  of 
the  accufed,  that  he  fhould  not  be 
indifferent  to  the  event  of  the  pro¬ 
fecution,  that  he  fhould  be  animated 
with  an  honeft  indignation  againft 
the  crimes  and  the  criminal, whom  he 
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attempted  to  bring  to  juft  ice.  If  Mr. 
Francis  were  difpofed  to  cherifh  en¬ 
mity  to  Mr.  jHaftings,  it  was  not  a 
private,  but  a  public  enmity,  a  dif- 
like,  not  founded  in  antipathy  to 
his  perfon,  but  in  a  juft  fenfe  of  the 
crimes  he  had  committed,  and  the 
truft  he  had  abufed.  Mr.  Fox  con¬ 
cluded  with  an  eulogium  upon  the 
merits  of  Mr.  Francis.  If  ever  India 
fhould  be  well  governed,  if  the  cor¬ 
ruptions,  that  had  prevailed  in  that 
country,  fhould  ever  be  corrected, 
their  diicoverv  was  to  be'  imputed 
to  Mr.  Francis.  He  had  with  infi¬ 
nite  application  and  ability  brought 
forward  the  abuies  of  the  Eaft  In¬ 
dia  adminiftration  to  the  notice  of 
his  country.  By  means  of  his  local 
and  perfonal  knowledge  he  had  de¬ 
veloped  the  whole  myftery  of  cor¬ 
ruption.  He  had  inforced  it  on  the 
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conviction  of  the  houfe  ;  he  had 
perfuaded  an  unwilling  audience, 
for  no  man  was  willing  to  become 
an  accu fer.  Would  the  houfe,  now 
they  had  adopted  the  accufation  and 
made  it  their  own,  prevent  it's  au¬ 
thor  from  fupporting  it  at  the  bar 
of  the  houfe  of  lords,  where  he  only 
could  fupport  it  with  effect  ? 

Mr.  Windham  followed  Mr.  Fox. 
He  faid,  that,  in  all  judicial  inqui¬ 
ries,  the  truth  was.  difcovered 
through  the  contention  and  oppoft- 
tiqn  of  tlie  parties  or  their  advocates. 
It  was  perhaps  by  confounding  the 
fuiiajons  of  a  witnefs  and  an  accu- 
fer,  that  members  were  induced  to 
entertain  fo  ill-founded  an  idea,  as 
that  private  refentment  unfitted  a 
man  for  tne  character  of  an  accufer. 
Even  a  witnefs  was  not  difqualified 
for  partiality  ;  for  in  faff  every  wit¬ 
nefs  was  in  fome  degree  partial, 
and,  if  the  judge  perceived  in  him  a 
more  than  ordinary  degree  of  ammo- 
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fity,  he  only  heard  him  witft  the  more 
caution,  and  queftioned  him  with 
the  greater  ftrietntfs*  But  did  Mr* 
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Francis  really  labour  under  that  im~ 
preffion  ?  He  could  fee  rio  reafoii 
to  imagine  it,  unlefs  the  neceftary 
confequence  of  a  duel  v/as  perpetual 
enmity.  Would  a  private  individual 
having  a  law-fuit  with  another,  and 
that  other  faftetiing  a  quarrel  upon 
him,  immediately  on  that  account 
relinquilh  his  caufe,  and  give  up  his 
property  ?  Mr.  Windham  hoped, 
that  no  one  would  pretend  to  argue 
that  it  would  be  more  incumbent, 
where  the  perfon  was  only  a  truftee 
for  another.  This  was  Mr.  Francis’s 
cafe  ;  he  had  been  intrufted  by  the 
public,  he  faw  the  public  wronged 
by  Mr.  Haftings,  and  he  determined 
to  do  juftice  to  his  mafters,  by  bring¬ 
ing  the  delinquent  to  an  account  for 
his  rnalverfation.  The  delinquent 
quarrelled  with  him  and  they  fought; 
and  for  that  reafon,  merely  becaufe  a 
private  injury  was  fuperadded  to  pub¬ 
lic  offences,  the  public  were  to  lofe 
the  means  of  bringing  to  punifli- 
ment  the  perfon,  who  had  violated 
the  truft  they  had  repofed  in  him. 

It  was  confeffedby  fome  members 
not  much  in  the  habit  of  public 
fpeaking,  that  in  their  opinion  the 
disqualification  of  Mr.  Francis  turn¬ 
ed  upon  the  affair  of  the  duel.  Ma¬ 
jor  Scot  allured  the  houfe,  that  he 
had  no  fhare  in  prompting  the  divi- 
lion  upon  Mr,  Francis’s  name  eithef 
in  the  laft  or  the  prefent  feffion.  He 
did  not  fear  Mr.  Francis  in  any  fitu- 
ation  :  but,  the  divifion  taking  place, 
he  foupd  hlmfelf  obliged  to  join  with 
thofe  w*ho  judged  him  an  unfit  per- 
fon  tu  be  employed  in  the  prefent 
bufinefs.  This  opinion  he  founded 
upon  the  duel,  upon  Mr,  Francis’s 
coalition  with  Mr.  Haftings,  and 
fubfequent  unrelenting  animofity, 
and  upon  his  anonymous  pamphlets 
written  during  the  pendency  of  this 
great  queftion.  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that 
the  queftion  in  his  opinion,  was  a 
queftion  of  feeling,  and  not  of  atgu- 
f  ment. 
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merit.  His  con'duft  had  demonftrated- 
his  .finceiity  in  the  bnfmefs  of  the 
impeachment  ;  hut  he  did  not  think 
the  way  to  prove  that  imcerity,  was,, 
to  appoint,  as  the  reprefentati've  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  the  only 
member,  who  had  on  a  former  oc- 
caficn  been  engaged  in  a  perfonal 
con  tell  with  the  accufcd. 

Mr.  Burke  ridiculed  the  allega¬ 
tions  of  Mr.  Pitt,  Was  it  fit  or  be¬ 
coming.  in  the  char  after  of  a  legi- 
llatoron  a  great  and  important  quef- 
tion,  to  fay  that  his  feelings  were 
ip  much  hurt,  that  he  found  him- 
feif  porbpelled  to  abandon  invefliga- 
t-ion  and  argument,  that  he  might 
not  violate  his  delicacy  .  What  was 
delicacy  ?  It  was  but  a  term,  to- 
which  no  definite  idea  had  been 
found.  It  was  at  bell  but  a  fuper- 
axlded  flower  to  virtue,  an  orna¬ 
ment,  the  ahfenee  or  the  prefence 
of  which  was  alike  indifferent  to  the 
the  fubfrance.  Delicacy  and  feel¬ 
ing  might  be  very  proper  terms  to 
exprefs  the  fen.fat.io.ns,  that  were  felt 
from  the  exertions  of  an  opera  fing¬ 
er,  but  they  were  an  infult  to  the 
lolemnity  and  magnitude  of  parlia¬ 
mentary  deliberation.  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan  complimented  Mr.  Pitt  upon  his 
management  and  addrefs.  Eminent 
as  they  were,  they  had  never  been 
more  confpicuoufly  proved,  than 
at  that  moment,  when  they  had  de¬ 
terred  him  from  replying  to  the  ar¬ 
gument  of  Mr,  Fox  and  Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham.  A  new  fyftem  of  proceeding 
feemed  to  have  taken  place  in  that 
houfe,  and  every  topic  that  occur¬ 
red  was  refolved  into  two  general 
heads.  Tf  an  enquiry  were  urged 
into  alarming  projefts  or  unexplain¬ 
ed  expenditure,  it  was  repelled  by 
confidence  in  the  minifler.  If  a 
queftion  were  agitated  in  which  he 
had  no  perfonal  inter  eft,  it  was  re¬ 
adied  upon  the  ground  of  feeling. 
Thus  were  the  difputes  of  the  houfe 
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of  commons  iugenioufty  in r mourn¬ 
ed,  and  an  end  was  put  to  all  argu¬ 
ment  and  contention.  But,  though',, 
if  Mr.  Francis  fairly  flood  forward 
and  avowed  the  information  he  gave, 
a  certain  undeferibed  and  equivocal- 
feeling  was  outraged,  it  feemed  how- 
ever,  that  he  might  with  delicacy 
furnifTi  materials  in  the  dark,  and 
vield  to  the  profecution  a  concealed 
and  fecret  aftiftance.  Mr.  Dundas. 
fupported  the  nomination  of  Mr.- 
Fox. 

Mr.  Francis  had  attended  the  de¬ 
bate  very  much  again!!  his  inclina¬ 
tion,  but  he  could  not  with  proprie¬ 
ty  have  avoided  it.  It  was  inctim- 
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bent  upon  him  to  appear  and  be 
ready  to  anfwer  to  any  thing,  which 
in  the  judgment  of  the  houfe  might 
have  called  for  explanation.  But 
he  .now  found,  that  the  objection 
turned  upon  no  imputation  againfl 
his  charafter,  no  fufpicion  upon  his 
aftions  ;  blit  upon  a  point  of  honour. 
Fie  entered  into  a  review  of  his  con- 
duft  refpefting  Mr.  Haitings  fince 
his  return  to  England  feven  years 
before.  Fie  had  been  almoft  imme¬ 
diately  called  upon  to  give  evidence 
before  a  committee  of  the  houfe  of 
commons.  Could  he  without  trea¬ 
chery  to  the  public  have  refufed 
every  information  in  his  power? 
If  not  :  the  Angle  queftion  was,  in 
what  form  did  it  become  him  to  aft  ? 
In  the  charafter  of  evidence  only  ? 
Would  that  have  been  a  part,  to 
which  no  enmity,  no  malice  could 
have  been  imputed  ?  Would  it  have 
been  honourable  in  him  to  ftand 
aloof  and  hide  himfelf,  while  in  faft 
he  lupplied  the  information,  fur- 
niftied  the  materials  and  prompted 
the  profecution  ?  Was  he  thought 
to  have  afted  difhonourably,  be- 
caufe  he  declared  himfelf  the  re- 
fponfible  accufer  of  Mr.  Haftings  ; 
beeaufe  he  avowed  his  principles, 
and  hazarded  all  the  confequences 
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of  obloquy,  retaliation  and  revenge, 
which  a  public  prosecutor  muffi.  en¬ 
counter,  but  which  a  fecret,  fk’ulk- 
ing  accufer  might  eafily  avoid  ?  He 
did  not  mean  to  fay,  that  the  eir- 
cumftance  of  his  having  had  a  duel 
with  Mr.  Ha  flings  had  never  oc¬ 
curred  to  him,  as  an  objeffion, 
which  might  pofiibly  have  weight 
with  others,  though  to  him  it  ap¬ 
peared  of  no  confeouence.  He  had 
originally  advifed  upon  the  fub- 
jeft  with  fir  William  Draper  ;  his 
conduct  had  been  more  recently  ap¬ 
proved  by  general  Burgovne  ;  men, 
who  would  be  fuppofed  to  be  no 
mean  judges  in  a  point  of  honour. 
Mr.  Francis  added,  that,  while  he 
lamented  the  confequence  of  the 
vote  that  excluded  him  from  any 
fhare  in  the  impeachment  of  Mr. 
Haftimgs,  he  truffied,'  that  no  one 
would  think  it  poliibie  that  he 
meant  to  folicit  the  houfe  to  alter 
their  refolutiom  He  owed  every 
alii  fiance  in  his  power  to  his  friend, 
Mr.  Burke,  in  the  talk  he  had  un¬ 
der!  .ken  ;  but,  exclufively  of  that 
confide  ration,  what  could  he  defire 
better  than  to  be  excluded  without 
difgrace  from  any  farther  concern  in 
this  toilfome,  invidious  and  moil 
unthankful  office  ?  The.  houfe  di¬ 
vided,  ayes,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Fran¬ 
cis,  6 2,  noes  122.  The  name  of 
Mr.  Frederic  Montagu  was  after¬ 
wards  added  to  the  committee. 

A  letter  was  foon  after  written 
to  Mr.  Francis  by  Mr.  Burke,  and 
figned  by  all  the  managers,  requcft- 
ing  his  affiftanee  and  advice  in  the 
bufinefs  in  which  they  were  engag¬ 
ed.  There  was  nothing  in  the  or¬ 
ders  of  the  houfe  of  commons  that 
prevented  this  application,  and  they 
would  knew  little  regard  to  their  ho¬ 
nour,  their  duty  and  the  effedhial 
execution  of  their  truft,  if  they  neg¬ 
lected  the  means  that  were  left  in 
their  .power.  An  exaCt  local  know- 
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ledge  of  the  affairs  of  Bengal  was 
reqmfite  in  every  flep  of  their  pro¬ 
ceedings,  and  it  was  neccffiary  that 
their  information  fliould  come  from 
fources,  not  only  competent  but  un- 
fufpeCted.  They  had  perufed  with 
great  attention  the  records  of  the 
company,  and  they  had  found  there, 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Francis,  wife 
and  fteady  principles  of  govern¬ 
ment,  an  exact  obedience  to  the  au- 
thority  placed  over  him,  an  inflex¬ 
ible  integrity  in  himfelf,  and  a  firm 
re  Affiance  to  all  corrupt  practices  in 
others,  crowned  by  that  uniform, 
benevolent  attention  to  the  rights, 
properties  and  welfare  of  the  na¬ 
tives,  which  had  been  the  leading 
object  in  his  appointment.  Such  a 
conduCt,  fo  tried,  acknowledged 
and  recorded,  demanded  their,  full¬ 
ed:  confidence  ;  and  fuch  were  the 
qualities,  that  had  excited  their  wifh 
for  his  affiiffiance.  They  were  all 
unanimous  in  the  :  fentiments  they 
expreffied,  and  had  therefore  plea- 
fure  and  pride  in  atteffiing  them  un- 
der  their  fignatures. 

The  reply  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  to  Mr.  Haftings’s  anfwer  was 

o 

delivered  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of 
lords  on  the  tenth  of  December, 
and  the  tribunal,  to  which  theca ufe 
was  referred,  fixed  upon  the  thir¬ 
teenth  of  February  for  the  opening 
of  the  trial.  The  profecution  of 
the  bufinefs  had  now  continued 
near  three  months,  when  Mr.  Bur¬ 
ges,  who  had  diftmguifLed  himfelf 
by  his  oppofition  to  the  impeach¬ 
ment  in  the  outlet,  moved,  that 
the  folicitors  to  the  managers  fliould 
lay  before  the  houfe  of  commons  an 
account  of  the  expenses,  alrea  b  in¬ 
curred  in  the  profecution.  In  the 
converfatiou  which  this  motion  oc- 
cafioned,  Mr.  Fox  thought  proper 
to  obferve,  that  the  managers  ap¬ 
pointed  to  conduCt  the  impeach¬ 
ment,  were  in  no  fort  mefponfible 
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f or  the  particulars  of  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  money  iflued  under  their 
orders.  They  were  refponfible  on¬ 
ly  for  the  fervices  directed  to  be  per¬ 
formed,  and  the  propriety  of  thofe 
fervices.  To  the  lords  of  the  trea¬ 
sury  it  belonged  to  check,  examine 
and  control  the  bills  of  the  iolicitors, 
and  the  films  that  were  charged  un¬ 
der  each  particular  article.  Mr. 
Ihtt  declared,  that  he  was  extremely 
glad  that  the  motion  had  been  made, 
fince  parliament  had  an  undoubted 
right  to  enquire,  whether  the  number 
of  perfons  employed  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  managers  was  necef- 
fary,  as  well  a's  into  the  other  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  expenre  incurred. 
That  expence  was  confident  ble,  but 
no  price  was  too  great  to  obtain  the 
ends  of  juftice,  Influenced  by  thefe 
feelings,  the  lords  of  the  treafury 
had  fent  a  model!  hint  to  the  mana¬ 
gers,  in  anfwer  to  which  they  had 
received  a  letter,  that  lie  muft  confefs 
had  not  given  him  any  great  expect¬ 
ation  of  obtaining  fatisfadtory  in¬ 
formation  through  the  medium  of 
Inch  a  correfpondence.  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan  complained,  that  the  language 
of  the  managers  was  mifreprefented 
by  Mr.  Pitt ;  and  he  mentioned  a 
letter,  which  they  had  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  addrefled  to  the  treafury,  de¬ 
claring  their  readinefs  to  fubmit  to 
the  advice  of  adminiftration,  as  to 
the  fervices  they  thought  neceflary 
for  carrying  on  the  profecution. 

Tire  account  of  the  expenditure 
was  foon  after  laid  upon  the  table 
by  which  it  appeared,  that  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  erecting  the  court  was 
3760I,  and  that  the  money  already 
advanced  to  the  folicitors  for  the 
profecution  amounted  to  4,30c!. 
This  account  did  not  fatisfy  Mr. 
Burges  5  and  he  accordingly  foon 
after  moved  for  a  more  particular 
flatement,  mentioning  fpeeiflcally 
•o  whom  for  what  purpoles  the 


fums  had  been  advanced.  At  th<5 
fame  time  he  acknowledged,  that 
he  had  no  intention  of  moving  any 
refolution  of  cenfure  upon  the 
ground  of  the  papers  he  demanded. 
The  motion  was  fupported  by  fir 
William  Dolben  and  Mr.  Pitt,  and 
oppofed  by  Mr.  Hufley.  Mr.  Pitt 
obferved,  that  it  was  the  undoubted 
right  of  every  member  fo  call  for 
an  account  of  the  public  expendi¬ 
ture  in  ail  inftances,  where  neither 
danger  nor  inconvenience  Was  likely 
to  refult  from  the  enquiry.  Mr.- 
Fox  and  Mr.  Burke  objected  to  the 
motion  upon  the  ground  of  prece-*- 
dent.  Such  a  proceeding  had  lit 
no  cafe  been  adopted  during  the 
pendency  of  a  great  public  profe- 
cution  ;  and  inftances  might  eafily 
be  imagined,  where  it  would  pro¬ 
duce  the  mofl  material  injury,  as  it 
might  be  neceflary  to  fperfcf  a  part 
of  the  money  advanced  in  fecr'et 
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fervices.  The  houfe  had  appointed 
a  committee  of  managers,  and  had 
dire&ed  them  to  adf  as  a  lecret  com¬ 
mittee  j  and  now  they  were  about 
to  demand  a  public  difclofure  of  the 
grounds  of  their  conduce.  In  the 
prefect  inftance  they  acknowledged, 
that  no  mifehief  could  accrue.  Tin? 
managers  had  attended  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  that  characleriied  the 
profecution,  and  had  conceived  it 
neceflary  to  add  with  more  than  ufuai 
caution,  fo  as  to  give  no  ground  of 
ofl'ence  or  folid  objedlion  to  thofe. 
who  were  hoflile  to  their  undertak¬ 
ing.  The  houfe  divided  upon  the 
motion,  ayes  60,  noes  19,  the  ma¬ 
nagers  having  thought  proper  tb 
withdraw  without  voting. 

A  Ihort  time  afterwards  Mr. 
Burges  moved,  that  the  folicitors  for 
the  profecution  flhould  from  time  to 
time  prefent  an  account  of  the  ex¬ 
penditure.  He  obferved,  that  there 
was  no  precedent  for  the  employ¬ 
ment-  of  council  in  the  profecution 
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of  a  public  impeachment  ;  and  he 
remarked  upon  fome  fmaller  varia¬ 
tions  between  the  fir  ft  and  fecond 
account  that  had  been  laid  upon  the 
table.  Mr.  Pitt  had  entertained 
fome  doubts  refpebiing  the  neceftity 
of  employing  two  profeftors  of  the 
civil  law.  Mr.  Burke  remarked 
upon  the  lingular  fortune  of  Mr. 
Burges,  who  had  made  his  firft  ef- 
jay  in  the  houfe  of  commons  imme¬ 
diately  after  Mr.  Sheridan’s  fpeech 
upon  the  princefles  of  Gude,  and  now 
called  them  to  the  examination  of 
the  items  of  a  folici  tor’s  bill,  when 
.that  gentleman  had  been  humming 
UP  the  fame  charge  in  Weftminfter- 
hall.  Mr,  Burke  entered  into  an 
eloquent  euiogium  of  Mr.  Sheridan’s 
oratorical  talents,  gnd  faid,  that  fucft 
characters  as  Mr.  Burgee  were  re- 
ferved,  to  convince  us  that  man 
ought  not  to  be  proud,  and  to  check 
anci  control  the  inordinate  exftacies 
pf  the  mind  by  fome  hidden  conco¬ 
mitant  of  debility  and  dlfgrace.  The 
motion  was  repelled  by  Mr,  Hufiey, 
Mr.  Martin,  fir  Matthew  White 
Ridley  and  Mr.  Dundas,  and  was 
rej  idled  without  a  divifton. 

The  impeachment  of  Mr.  Raf¬ 
tings  produced  a  deftgn  for  that  of 
fir  Elijah  Impey,  The  fuccefs  of 
the  former  profccution,  fo  far  as  it 
was  to  be  decided  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  which  had  been  owing  fhlely  to 
the  vigilance,  the  induftry  and  per¬ 
severance  of  Mr.  Burke,  and  to  the 
extraordinary  abilities  of  his  ilkii- 
irious  coadjutors,  had  afforded  mat¬ 
ter  of  furprife,  as  well  as  exultation 
to  thole  who  were  perfuaded  of  his 
guilt.  A  victory  fo  important,  had 
a  natural  tendency  to  expand  the 
mind,  and  teach  it  to  grafp  at  more 
cxtenftve  juftice.  Threats  of  ftmilar 
impeachments  were  now  heard,  and 
were  particularly  directed  againft 
fir  Elijah  Impey  and  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Middleton,  two  performs,,  whp  were 


regarded  as  the  moft  a  Clive  and  no* 
torious  accomplices  of  Mr.  Haftings. 
The  former  of  thefe  pr  oft  cut  ions 
fell  into  the  hands  of  fir  Gilbert  El¬ 
liot,  a  Scottilh  baronet,  a  young 
man  of  unblemifhed  character,  and 
who  had  been  one  of  the  members 
of  the  feleCf  committee  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  whofe  enquiries,  toge¬ 
ther  with  thofe  of  a  committee  pre¬ 
fid  ed  by  Mr.  Dundas,  had  afforded 
the  original  materials,  both  of  the 
criminal  dlfcufiions  and  the  political 
regulations,  which  have  fince  taken 
place  upon  the  fubjeCl  of  India. 

An  important  sera  in  the  hiftory 
of  cur  poffelfions  in  that  part  of  the 
globe  is  to  be  dated  from  the  year 
1773,  when  lord  North,  then  in  the 
meridian  of  his  power,  introduced 
his  regulations,  for  placing  the  civil 
government  of  Bengal  in  a  govern¬ 
or-general  and  council,  and  the  ju  ¬ 
dicial  adminiftration  in  a  fupreme 
court  of  judicature.  Under  the  firft 
pf  thefe  regulations,  fir  John  Cla¬ 
vering,  colonel  Monfon  and  Mr, 
Francis  were  appointed  by  parlia¬ 
ment  to  be  counsellors  in  Bengal ; 
and  the  obftinate  conteft  they  main- 
tained  with  governor  Haftings  and 
Mr.  Barwei,  the  other  two  coun- 
fellors,  from  the  moment  of  their 
arrival  in  India,  is  a  fubjedt  not  on¬ 
ly  confiderable  in  the  affairs  of  that 
country,  but  of  no  mean  importance 
in  the*  hiftory  of  the  human  mind. 
Sir  Elijah  Impey  was  at  the  fame 
appointed  chief  juftice  of  the  fupreme 
court  of  judicature,  and  thefe  four 
perfops  arrived  together  in  India 
in  the  month  of  Qdlober  1774.  In 
proportion  as  the  reputation  of  Mr. 
Haftings  became  ambiguous  at  home 
through  the  reprefentations  of  his 
parliamentary  coadjutors,  that  of  ftr 
Elijah  Impey  was  in  an  equal  or  a 
greater  degree  the  fubjedt  of  criti- 
cifm,  obloquy  and  cenfure.  He  had 
one  firm  and  unalterable  friend  in 

F  3  the 


94 


BRITISH  AND 


the  Britiih  parliament,  thel.te  lord 
Afhburton,  whofe  attachment  did 
tio  little  honour  to  the  Indian  chief 
juftice.  But  this  circun  fiance  was 
not  .fiifScient  to  defend  him  from 
r  peated  and  formidable  attacks. 
His  conduct  in  the  trial  and  exe¬ 
cution  of  Nundcomar,  and  his  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  certain  great  caufes, 
commonly  called  the  Patna  caufe, 
and  the  Cotlijura  caufe,  be  ame  to¬ 
pics  of  animadverfion  to  the  Eaft 
India  company,  and  of  condemna¬ 
tion  to  the  felect  committee.  lie 
was  recalled  from  India  by  a  vote 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  accepting  a  civil  em¬ 
ployment  in  the  native  court  of  juf¬ 
tice,  commonly  called  the  S udder  De- 
wanee  Aiaujet,  to  beh  Id  during  the 
pleafure  of  the  governor-general  and 
council ;  and  his  conduct  had  more 
recently  become  a  topic  of  public 
animidyerfion,  for  his  concern  in 
collecting  ex  parte  affidavits,  to  prove 
the  exigence  of  a  rebellion  in  Oude, 
and  to  juftify  Mr.  Hafllngs’s  con- 
du&  in  coniifqat.ingj the  appanages  of 
the  princefles  of  that  country.  Such 
were  the  topics  of  the  fix  charges  no¬ 
tified  to  the  houfe  of  commons  by 
fir  Gilbert  Elliot  in  the  preceding 
feffion,  and  laid  tu  on  their  table 
upon  the  twelfth  of  December  1787. 

The  charge  refpeCting  Nundco- 
rnar  only  was  brought  to  a  decifion 
in  the  comie  of  the  feflion,  the 
hiftorv  of  which  we  write.  Nund- 
comar  and  Mahommed  Reza  Khan, 
the  former  a  Hindoo,  the  latter  a 
Mahometan,  appear  to  have  been 
t.  e  moll  active  of  the  natives  in  af- 
fifing  and  advifmg  the  tranfaftions 
of  the  Bntifh  government.  They 
vere  rivals  lor  power,  and  had  alter - 
n.itt  i v  been  ti  iumphant.  Mahom- 
med  Rcza  Khan  was  at  this  time 
Ihe  confident  of  Mr.  Haiti ngs,  and 
Nundcomar  attached  himfelf  to  the 
tarty  of  fir  John  Clavering,  colonel 


Monfonand  Mr.  Francis,  His.  per- 
fonal  rank  was  elevated,  as  he  was 
the  head  of  the  caft  or  tribe  of  the 
bramiqs,  who,  whether  religiouCly 
or  politically  coniidered,  are  the  firft 
order  of  men  a  mo  the  native  Him 
doos.  He  accordingly  bore  the  ti¬ 
tle  of  raja  or  prince,  and  his  appel¬ 
lation  was  the  maha  raja.  This 
perron  exhibited  in  the  year  177s 
charges  of  peculation  and  corrupt 
practices  againft  Mr.  Haftings ;  and 
thefe  arcufhtions  were  received  by 
the  majority  of  the  council,  who 
were  adverfe  to  the  governor-ge¬ 
neral,  and  an  inquiry  inftituted 
into  their  reality.  Mr.  Haffintrs, 
either  regarding  the  t  ran  fa  Dion  as 
the  fruit  of, a  party  fpirit,  and  there¬ 
fore  not  likely  to  he  fairly  examin¬ 
ed,  or,  as  he  faid,- thinking  it  be¬ 
neath  his  dignity  to  enter  into  a 
perfonal  defence,  refufed  to  confront 
his  accufer,  repeatedly  difioived  the 
council-general  by  his  tingle  autho¬ 
rity,  and  employed  every  means 
in  his  power  to  fuperfede  the  accu- 
fation. 

It  was  during  the  pendency  of 
this  caufe,  that  Nundcomar  found 
himfelf  attacked  on  various  fides.  A 
profecution  was  commenced  againft 
him  in  the  fupreme  cou  t  of  judi¬ 
cature  for  a  confpiracy  with  certain 
members  of  the  council ;  a  civil  fuit 
was  depending  againft  him  in  the 
Dewanee  Adaulet,  or  native  court 
of  juftice,  for  a  forgery,  faid  to  have 
been  committed  by  him  in  the  year 
1 '70 ;  and  l-aflly,  an  indictment  was 
found  againft  him  in  the  fupreme 
court  of  judicature  for  the  fame  for¬ 
gery,  upon  an  aft  of  the  feeond  year 
of  king  George  the  Second,  by  which 
the  punifhment  of  that  crime  had 
been  changed  in  England  from  that 
of  a  fimple  felony  to  death. 

The  trial  ofthis  indictment,  which 
was  held  before  fir  Elijah  Impey, 
was  attended  with  feveral  memor¬ 
able 
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able  circtimftanc.es.  Sir  Robert 
Chambers,  the  fecond  judge  of  the 
■court,  moved  to  over -rule  the  indict¬ 
ment,  from  the  confideration  of  the 
act  of  the  fecond  vear  of  king  George 
the  Second  not  having  extended  to 
America,  the  Well  Indies,  or  even 
to  Scotia  nd  and  being  formed  on¬ 
ly  for  the  peculiar  fit  nation  of  the 
EngMihiiation,  as  poflciimg  a  degree 
of  trade  and  commercial  credit,  al¬ 
together  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of 
the  world.  He  recommended  there¬ 
fore,  that  Nundcomar  fhonld  rather 
be  indicted  upon  the  laws  refipe  filing 
forgery  that  had  exifted  in  England, 
before  the  crime  had  been  declared  a 
capital  offence.  It  was  however 
found,  that  an  Indian  had  been  tried 
•in  the  mayor’s  comt  at  Calcutta  for 
forgery  as  a  capital  offence  in  the 
year  176  c,  and  his  pnnifhment  had 
been  remitted  by  the  court  of  direct¬ 
ors.  Sir  Elijah  farther  obferved, 
that  India  was  a  commercial  coun¬ 
try  as  well  as  England,  and  had  been 
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an  a  high  degree  civil ifed  and  culti¬ 
vated  from  a  remote  period.  The 
witneffes,  who  a  ppeared  upon  the  tri¬ 
al,  feero  on  both  fides  of  the  quef- 
tion  to  have  exhibited  little  re¬ 
gard  to  truth  and  confiftency.  Co- 
malodene,  the  principal  witnefs  for 
the  profeciition,  had  frequently  been 
detected  by  fir  Elijah  Impev  in  pre¬ 
varication  and  perjury  ;  and  had 
himfelf  declared,  that  he  did  not  de¬ 
fire  to  be  believed,  unlefs  he  were 
put  upon  his  oath.  There  was  an¬ 
other  witnefs,  who  appeared  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  N  undcomar,  whofe  evidence 
would  have  been  fufficient  to  acquit 
him,  if  the  prifoner  himfelf  had  not 
called  him  back  after  his  examina¬ 
tion  was  ended,  and  afked  him  fome 
farther  quefHons,  the  anfwers  to 
whffh  tended  to  throw fufpicion  upon 
the  whole  of  his  evidence.  The 
counfei  for  Nundcomar  pleaded  in 
bar  of  judgment,  that  the  paper,  upon 
which  .he  was  indicted,  was  neither 
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a  bond  nor  a  promibbry  note;  and 
did  not  fall  under  the  defer! pti cm  of 
the.  act  of  the  fecond  year  of  king 
George  the  Second,  not  having  the 
form  required,  and  being  only  fign- 
ed  with  a  mohr  or  fdone,  in  which 
the  name  of  the  perfon  figning  was 
was  cut,  and  which  was  imprefied 
upon  the  paper  with  ink.  Sir  Elijah 
Impev  anfwered,  that  it  was  unne- 
ceffiry  to  determine  whether  it  were 
a  bond  or  a  promiflbry  note;  h.e 
■was  of  opinion  that  it  was  the  one 
or  the  other. 

The  prifoner  being  condemned, 
various  applications  were  made  for 
a  refpite.  Nundcomar’s  counfei 
drew  up  a  petition  and  offered  it  to 
the  foreman  of  the  jury  to  fign,  but 
for  this  he  was  feverefy  reprimanded 
by  fir  Elijah  Impey.  A  petition  wTas 
offered  from  the  fuba,  or  native  fo- 
vereign  of  Bengal,  and  another  from 
certain  inhabitants  of  Calcutta.  On 
the  other  IrEid  an  addrefs  was  pre- 
fented,  honed  by  two  hundred  and 
four  perlons,  in  the  name  of  the 
Hindoo  inhabitants,  who  amounted 
to  feveral  hundred  thoufands,  de¬ 
manding  the  immediate  execution 
of  the  prifoner. 

Nundcomar  behaved  in  this  pain¬ 
ful  fftuation  with  great  decorum  and 
dignity.  The  principles  of  his  re¬ 
ligion  rendered  certain  ablutions  in- 
•difpenfibly  obligatory,  and  his  con¬ 
finement  in  the  common  jail  of  Cal¬ 
cutta  prevented  him  from  perform¬ 
ing  them.  In  confequence  of  this 
diftrefs,  he  abffained  from  all  food 
for  fixty  or  eighty  hours,  till  the 
court  became  apprehenfive  that  he 
would  put  a  period  to  his  yxiftence, 
and  indulged  iiim  in  the  fcruple  he 
entertained.  1  hp  Iheriff  put  into 
writing  an  account  of  his  behaviour 
preceding  his  execution.  Having 
paid  him  a  vifit  the  evening  before, 
Nundcomar  addrpffed  him  with  fo 
much  eafe  and  feeming  unconcern, 
that  he  doubted  whether  he  were 
F  4  lend  V  ie 
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fenfible  of  his  approaching  fate.  His 
compofure  was  wonderful ;  not  a 
figh  Heaped  him,  nor  the  fmalleft 
alteration  of  voice  or  countenance  ; 
though  the  fheriff  urfderftood,  that 
not  many  hours  before  he  had  taken 
a  folemn  leave  of  part  of  his  family. 
He  employed  the  evening  in  writing 
notes  and  giving  directions  about  his 
body.  In  the  morning  the  fheriff 
found  him  furrounded  with  people, 
who  were  taking  their  laft  leave  of 
him  with  bowlings  and  lamentations 
that  were  indefcribable.  He  walk¬ 
ed  upon  the  fcaffold  more  erect  than 
was  his  ordinal y  cuftom,  being  now 
fe verity  years  of  age,  and  in  this  fi- 
tuation  the  flieriff  examined  his 
countenance  as  ftedfaftly  as  he  could, 
till  the  cloth  covered  it,  to  fee  if  he 
could  difeover  the  fmalleft  fyrnp- 
tom  of  fear  or  alarm  ;  but  there 
was  not  a  trace  of  them.  Nundco- 
mar  was  executed  on  the  fifth  of  Au- 
guff  1 775* 

Such  was  the  fubject  of  the  hrft 
charge  exhibited  by  fir  Gilbert  El¬ 
liot.  Sir  Elijah  Impey  was  admit¬ 
ted  to  enter  upon  his  defence  oil  the 
fourth  of  February.  He  beaan  with 
complaining  of  the  mafs  of  odium, 
abufe  and  defamation,  under  which 
he  laboured.  He  obferved,  that  it 
had  been  faid,  that  the  firft  lawyer  of 
the  age,  earl  Mansfield,  had  declared 
the  execution  of  Nundcomar  a  legal 
murder.  Sir  Elijah  had  written  up¬ 
on  thefubjeH  to  lord  Mansfield,  who 
altogether  denied  that  he  had  ufed 
the  expreflion,  or  had  given  any 
opinion  upon  the  fubjedf.  The 
name  of  fir  William  Blackftone  had 
alfo  been  ufed  to  defame  him.  He 
produced  a  letter  of  that  judge, 
written  to  recommend  a  young  man 
to  his  protection  in  India  in  the  year 
1779,  in  which  heexprefied  aftrong 
general  approbation  of  his  proceed¬ 
ings.  The  name  of  lord  Afhburton 
Bad  equally  been  ufed  againft  him 


•without  that  nobleman’s  authority* 
and  fir  Elijah  produced  a  congratu¬ 
latory  letter  which  lord  Afhburton 
hadaddrefted  to  him.  He  added  two 
other  authorities  in  his  jufiification, 
that  of  Mr.  Alexander  Elliot,  brother 
fir  Gilbert,  who  died  m  his  voyage 
from  India,  and  that  of  Mr.  Francis. 
Mr.  Elliot  had  failed  with  the  trial 
of  Nundcomar  in  his  poffeffion,  and 
probably  with  a  view  of  refeuing  the 
reputation  of  the  chief  juftice  and  the 
governor  general  from  the  imputa¬ 
tions  that  might  be  made  againft: 
them  in  England  :  and  he  addreffed 
a  very  friendly  letter  upon  the  fub- 
jedt  to  fir  Elijah  from  the.  mouth  of 
the  Ganges.  Mr.  Francis  had  moved 
in  the  lupreme  council,  that  a  pa¬ 
per,  addreffed  by  Nundcomar  to  fir 
John  Clavering  previoufly  to  his 
execution,  fhould  be  burnt  as  a  libel, 
to  clear  the  charadler  of  the  judges  ; 
that  all  the  copies  and  tranflations 
of  it  fhould  be  deftroyed,  and  that 
no  trace  of  it  fhould  be  fuffered  to 
remain  in  the  records  of  the  compa¬ 
ny.  Sir  Elijah  had  in  b  is  poffeffion 
a  tranllation  of  this  paper,  which 
was  firft  corrected,  and  then  commu¬ 
nicated  to  him  by  Mr.  Haftings. 

Having  Rated  thefe  circurriftances, 
he  examined  the  particulars  of  the 
charge.  Fie  obferved,  that  Nund- 
comar  was  not  tried  upon  an  ex  poll 
fadto  law,  the  authority  for  extend¬ 
ing  it  to  India  being  founded  upon 
an  adl  of  the  twenty -fixth  year  of 
king  George  the  Second.  With 
refpedt  to  his  being  the  public  ac? 
cufer  of  Mr.  Haftings,  that  circum- 
ftance  did  not  come  within  the  cog- 
nifance  of  the  fupreme  court,  and 
could  not  therefore  be  admitted  to 
influence  their  proceedings.  It  was 
afferted  in  the  charge,  that  Nutidco- 
mar  was  brought  by  force  to  Cal¬ 
cutta, and  was  therefore  not  amenable 
to  the  laws  of  that  fettlement,  but 
the  fadt  was  otherwife.  Sir  Elijah 
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tead  feveral  extracts  from  the  trial, 
to  prove  that  he  had  acled  impar¬ 
tially,  and  as  connfel  for  the  pri lon¬ 
er  :  and  particularly  that- he  had  ad- 
vifed  him  not  to  call  back  the  wit- 
nefs,  whole  examination  had  princi¬ 
pally  contributed  to  his  fate.  He 
laid  that  the  decifion  of  the  bench 
had  been  unanimous,  and  as  a  proof 
of  this  circumitance,  obferved,  that 
he,  as  chief  juftice,  had  pronounced 
the  judgment ;  whereas  it  was  the 
pradfice,  when  the  opinion  was  not 
unanimous,  for  apuiirfe  judge  to  de¬ 
liver  the  fentence.  Was  it  proba¬ 
ble,  that  four  men  of  untainted 
characters  iliould  all  at  once  become 
fo  depraved  as  to  join  in  committing 
murder  ?  At  all  events  they  were 
all  equally  guilty  with  himfelf,  and 
ought  to  have  been  included  in  the 
impeachment.  It  was  another  ar- 
gument  in  his  juftification,  that  he 
had  been  buffered  io  remain  chief 
juft  ice  in  India  from  177^  to  1781, 
and  that  the  other  judges  to  that 
hour  remained  diftributing  juftice 
with  their  hands  polluted  with  blood. 
Sir  Elijah  denied  that  the  execution 
of  N tmdcomar  had  done  any  pre¬ 
judice  to  his  family,  his  fon  now 
holding  an  high  office  ;  or  that  it 
had  materially  lliocked  the  opinions 
of  the  Hindoo  inhabitants.  Ele 
quoted  acafe  in  the  bear  1766,  when 
a  bramin  had  been  executed  under 
fentence  of  the  mayor’s  court  at  Cal¬ 
cutta.  He  animadverted  upon  the 
general  ftruclure  of  the  charges  ex¬ 
hibited  againft  him.  Was  it  fup- 
pofed,  that  by  accumulating  accu¬ 
sations  charging  him  with  thetranf- 
a  ft  ions  of  others,  that  he  would  be 
induced  to  fly  his  country  ?  Was  it 
-fnppofed,  that  he  Would  not  come 
forward  to  refute  them  ?  Could  it 
anfwer  the  ends  of  public  juftice  to 
bring  forward  luch  a  mafs  of  mifre* 
prefent  at  ion  and  fallbood  ?  He  had 
mlich  at  ftake ;  and,  though  it  were 


his  duty  and  his  vv i ill  to  prelervt 
his  fortune  for  the  provifton  of  his 
children,  of  whom  he  had  ten,  he 
would  facrifice  that  fortune  to  the 
prefervation  of  his  character.  No 
child  of  his  ftiould  have  caufe  to  be 
aftiamed  to  own  him  as  his  father. 

Having  fmifhed  his  defence  upon 
the  tranfadion  of  Nundcomar,  fir 
Elijah  obferved,  that  his  mind  had 
been  fo  much  deranged  by  the  mag* 
nitude  of  that  charge,  and  his  health 
fo  far  alluded ,  that  he  found  it 
alipoft  impoffible  to  exert  himfelf  in 
reply  to  the  other  accufations,  till 
the  queftion  of  Nundcomar  ivas  de¬ 
cided.  That  being;  the  charge  of 
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the  deepeft  dye,  he  had  fixed  his  at* 
tention  upon  it,  and  exerted  himfelf 
to  give  it  the  fulleft  anfwer.  He 
could  not  bear  to  live  Under  the  im¬ 
putation  of  murder  ;  but,  if  he  were 
acquitted  of  that,  he  ftiould  conftder 
all  the  other  charges  as  frivolous  and 
unimportant. 

Sir  Elijah  was  indulged  in  his  re° 
queft  of  deferring  the  reft  of  his  de¬ 
fence.  What  he  had  delivered  was 
the  bufinefs  of  two  days,  and  had 
done  him  the  moil  material  fervice. 
Previoufly  to  his  vindication,  he  had 
laboured  under  a  general  odium,  and 
a  great  majority  of  perfons,  without 
having  entered  into  the  particulars 
of  the  cafe,  felt  a  fort  of  vague  and 
undecided  prefumption  that  he  was 
guilty.  His  defence  obtained  a  ve* 
ry  favourable  hearing,  and  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  the  law  members  of  parlia¬ 
ment  in  particular,  conceiving  that 
he  had  fnfficiently  juftificd  himfelf, 
determined  not  to  be  lukewarm  in 
obtaining  for  him  his  acquittal.  In 
the  mean  time  feveral  circumftances 
occurred,  that  gave  occafion  to  con- 
teft  and  difpute.  Mr.  Pitt  moved, 
that  fir  Elijah  ftiould  be  aiked  whe¬ 
ther  he  were  willing  to  deliver  the 
minutes  of  what  he  had  faid  at  the 
table.  Sir  Elijah  replied,  that  he 

ad 
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fed  fooken  extern  oore,  and  that  what 
he  had  fard  was  very  different  nnm 

•i 

the  hints  he  had  previouflv.  thrown 
together.  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Fox 
remarked  m>on  this  circumttance,  as 
invidious  aixd  extraordinary,  and  a- 
mounting,  though  not  to  a  proof, 
fet  trr.  a  prepoffilfion  of  guilt.  Mr. 
Francis  moved,  that  fir  Elijah  ffiould 
he  required  to  deliver  in  the  tranfla- 
tion  of  the  petition  of  Nundcomar. 
This  was  ffronglv  oppofed  by  Mr. 
Pitt,,  fir  Lloyd  Kenyon,  Mr.  Har- 
dlnge,  Mr.  Arden,  Mr.  Scot  and 
Mr.  Macdonald,  who  contended, 
that  he  could  not  be  required  to  de¬ 
liver  in  the  original  paper,  or  even  a 
copy  of  it,  unlefs  with  his  own  con- 
fent.  The  lawyers  however  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that,  if  he  refufed  the 
latter,  the  paper  and  its  contents 
ought  to  be  coniidered  as  having  ne¬ 
ver  exifted.  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr. 
Fox  prefled  for  the  original.  Mr. 
Pitt  moved  an  amendment  conform¬ 
able  to  the  ideas  he  had  fuyyeffed, 
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®nd  m  that  form  the  motion  was 
carried  upon  a  divifibn,  and  a  copy 
produced. 

Mr.  Francis  entered  into  a  parti¬ 
cular  vindication  of  his  conduct  in 
this  tranfa&ion.  He,  in  the  fjrff 
place,  produced  the  miffutes  of  the 
inpreme  council,  in  order  to  prove, 
that  fir  John  Clavering,  colonel 
Monfon  and  himfelf  had  always  re¬ 
garded  the  trial  and  execution  of 
Nundcomar  in  the  fame  light,  in 
which  it  was  Bated  in  the  articles  of 
impeachment.  In  one  of  the  mi¬ 
nutes  it  was  obferved,  that  they  had 
reafon  to  believe,  that  a  profecution 
for  confpiracy  was  intended  to  be 
inffi  tuted  againff  Nundcomar,  the 
tendency  of  which  was  to  deter  him 
from  proceeding  to  make  good  his 
accufatidns  againff  Mr.  jrlaffinys  ; 
and  a  few  months  later  it  was  Bated', 
that  after  the  death  of  Nundcomar 
«-he  governor,  they  believed,  was 


well  allured,  that  no  man,  who  r<y 
garded  his  fafety,  would  venture  to 
Band  forth  as  his  accufer,  Mr. 
Francis  mentioned  a  report  that  had 
been  mduffnoufly  propagated,  and 
was  noticed  by  fir  Elijah  Impey, 
that  fir  John  Clavering,  commander 
in  chief,  intended  to  refeue  Nund¬ 
comar  by  force.  General  Claver¬ 
ing  exculpated  himfelf  from  this  im¬ 
putation  upon  oath,  and  declared, 
that  he  Would  make  no  application 
whatever  in  favour  of  the  pri loner. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  petition  in 
queffion  was  delivered  to  him,  and 
he  thought  proper  to  fupprefs  it 
during  the  life  of  Nundcomar  ;  but 
afterwards  rafhly  and  inconfiderately 
gave  it  in  to  the  fupreme  council. 
Colonel  Monfon  and  Mr.  Francis 
had  both  of  them  been  alarmed  at 
this  indiferetion,  and,  as  the  beff 
rneafure  they  could  devife,  adopted 
the  proceeding  Bated  by  fir  Elijah 
Impey  in  his  defence.  They  had 
not  fcrupled  to  call  the  petition  a 
libel,  becaufe  it  contained  affections, 
which,  whether  true  or  falfe,  were 
wholly  unfupported.  The  author 
was  dead,  and  general  Clavering  had 
made  himfelf  the  publifher  of  the 
libel.  It  was  therefore  difficult  to 
fay,  to  what  length  judges,  who  had 
already  dipped  their  hands  in  blood, 
to  anfwer  a  political  purpofe,  might 
proceed  upon  the  fame  principle. 

Mr.  Francis  remarked  upon  the 
manner,  in  which  fir  Elijah  Impey 
had  obtained  the  paper.  It  was 
given  him  by  Mr.  Hafiings ;  though 
he  were  reffrained  from  fo  doing  by 
his  oath  of  fecrecy,  and  though  he 
had  readily  agreed  to  the  propofal 
of  ddtroving  all  veBige  of  the  trank* 
aflion.  Sir  Elijah  Impey  however 
had  never  regarded  the  buknefs  in 
the  fame  light,  in  which  he  had  en¬ 
deavoured  to  place  it  in  his  defence, 
¥5  addreffed  a  voluminous  jus¬ 
tification  to  the  fecretary  of  Bate,  m 
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which,  fo  far  from  al  {edging  that 
the  majority  of  the  fur-rune  coun¬ 
cil  regard  d  the  condemnation  of 
Nundcomar  as  juft,  or  fo  much  as 
alluding  to  this  Irani  etion,  he  bit¬ 
terly  compkdned  of  the  univerfal 
tenour  of  the  minutes,  whenever  the 
conduct  of  the  judges  made  part  of 
their  cbnfiiltatibns.  Mr.  Francis 
conclude  S  with  obfervi ng  on  the 
extraordinary  manner  in  which  Mr. 
Haftings  and  fir  Elijah  Impey  had 
proceeded  in  defending  themfelves 
from  charges,  ftated  in  exprefs  terms 
and  fpeciftc  form.  The  very  firft 
thing  they  had  thought  it  necefary 
to  do,  was  to  mark  him  as  their 
puny.  They  deemed  it  effential 
to  their  ftftetyj  to  ftngle  him  out  as 
a  p  oper  perfom  to  attack,  to  calum¬ 
niate,  to  diftredit,  to  difqualify,  and 
to  remove.  Fie  knew  not  how  other 
perfons  might  feel,  but  he  owned 
himfeif  proud  of  the  diftindlion.  Fie 
was  not  the  perfonal  enemy  of  either 
of  thefe  men  ;  but,  as  long  as  his 
memory  fliould  exift,  he  hoped  it 
would  be  known  in  oppofttion  to 
theirs,  and  that  his  name,  conduct, 
and  character  would  be  conftdered  as 
in  eternal  hoftihty  with  the  names, 
edndudi,  chararier  and  hearts  of 
Mr.  Haftings  and  fir  Elijah  Impey. 

The  interefting  q.  left  ion  refpcdi- 
ing  the  death  of  Nundbomar  was 
pow  haftening  faft  to  a  decifion. 
Witndfes  were  examined  at  the  bar 
of  the  lib  life  of  commons  on  various 
days,  from  the  eleventh  of  February 
to  the  fifteenth  of  April.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  of  thefe  was  Mr.  Farrer,  who 
had  been  employed  as  coimfel  for 
Nundcomar  upon  his  trial,  and  was 
now  a  member  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons.  He  appears  to  have  delivered 
in  bis  narrative  with  great  impar¬ 
tiality  and  candour.  One  other  cir- 
cumftance  happened  during  this  in¬ 
terval,  that  give  rife  to  much  ani- 
madverfon,  though  it  did  not  occk- 


fton  any  parliamentary  debate.  It 
was  fouhd,  tlyat,  of  the  original  de- 
poftt  in  the  archives  of  the  Eaft  In- 
dia  company,  the  covers  only  re¬ 
mained  ;  the  leaves  having  been 
taken  away  or  deftroyed.  This 
feems  to  have  been  a  fubjYt  of  re¬ 
crimination  on  fcpth  ftdes.  By  the 
friends  of  the  .prefect:  t  ion  it  was  ima¬ 
gined,  that  the  papers  were  removed 
for  the  fake  of  the  fuppreftion  of 
evidence  ;  by  the  friends  of  the  pro- 
Rented  it  was  alledged,  that  they 
had  been  taken  away  by  the  other 
party,  who,  in  their  eagernefs  to  fe- 
cure  to  themfelves  materials,  had 
cut  out  the  leaves. 

Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  entered  upon 
his  fummary  of  the  charge  rc~  feed¬ 
ing  Nundcomar  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  April  ;  and  the  elaborate 
fpeech  he  had  prepared  upon  the 
fubjeri  continued  for  two  fubfequent 
days,  concluding  on  the  ninth  of 
May.  Fie  began  with  remarking 
upon  the  declaration  of  ftr  Elijah 
Impey,  that  he  had  done  no  more 
than  the  other  judges,  and  that,  if 
he  were  guilty,  they  fell  under  the 
fame  accufation.  .  Fie  adduced  feve- 
ral  political  and  moral  authorities  to 
prove,  that  where  a  crime  had  been 
committed  by  fevered,  it  was  proper 
to  feletft  the  ringleader.  He  then 
entered  into  an  ingenious  arg;iimenl 
to  prove,  that  an  Englifh  magiftrate 
in  India  enjoyed  no  criminal  jurif- 
didihn.  He  was  willing  to  fuppofe, 
witli  the  great  oracles  of  the  law  of 
nations,  that  conaueft  would  have 
been  a  fufficient  ground,  upon  which  . 
for  an  abfolute  monarch  to  have  ex¬ 
tended  an  authority  of  this  loit  over 
the  conquered  country  ;  and  he  un¬ 
dertook  to  fhew,  from  the  charters 
and  ceffions  of  the  native  princes, 
that  our  territories  in  India  did  not 
fall  under  that, defeription.  lie  af¬ 
fected,  that  it  was  contrary  to  our 
free  conftituticn,  for  the  king  of 
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England  to  exercjfe  fovereign  power 
ever  anv  of  the  dependencies  of  the 
empire/ without  the  confent  of  par¬ 
liament  ;  and  he  endeavoured  to 
prove,  from  a  deduction  of  all  the 
charters  and  grants  of  the  Britifh 
crown  refpedting  India,  that  crimi¬ 
nal  jurifdidtion  had  never  been  pre¬ 
tended  to  be  given.  The  fpirit  of 
the  adf  of  parliament  eftab)  idling  the 
fupreme  court  of  judicature,  was  ana¬ 
logous  to  thefe  grants.  He  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  the  charter  under  which 
fir  Elijah  Impey  went  out,  appeared 
to  proceed  upon  a  different  princi¬ 
ple  ;  but  he  endeavoured  to  fhew, 
that  this  charter  was  probably  drawn, 
at  leaf!  in  part,  by  fir  Elijah  him- 
felf ;  and  that,  at  all  events,  the 
charter  being  founded  upon  an  act 
of  parliament,  could  give  to  the 
judges  ho  greater  powers  than  were 
yielded  by  the  abb. 

Proceeding  to  the  individual  quef- 
tioti  before  the  houfe,  he  obferved, 
that  the  indidtment  was  alfo  proba¬ 
bly  drawn  up  by  fir  Elijah  Impey. 
One  of  the  witneffes  proved,  that  he 
had  ieen  it  in  tide  hand-writing  of  Mr. 
juft  ice  le  Maitre,  one  of  ihe  puifne 
judges;  and  it  was  drawn  up  with 
remarkable  Till  and  acutenefs,  Sir 
Elijah  had  kept  one  of  the  witneffes 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant  feven 
hours  under  examination,  under  pre¬ 
tence  that  the  counfel  for  the  profe- 
cution  had  proved  incompetent  to 
the  office.  Sir  Gilbert  remarked 
ycith  feverity  upon  the  refufal  of  the 
chief  jufHce  to  determine,  whether 
the  paper  in  queRion  was  a  bond  or 
;i  promidbry  note,  declaring  it  was 
the  one  or  the  other.  This  was 
a  falfe  and  pernicious  principle 
of  judgment,  on  which  no  legal  de- 
cifjori  could  be  formed.  Had  fir 
Elijah  oeen  afked,  Is  this  inftni  merit 
a  fond  ?  he  muff  have  anfwered,  I 
i\o  not  know.  Is  it  a  promifTory 
note  ?  his  nnfwcr  rnuff  have  been 


the  fame.  His  language  was  alfo* 
gether  unworthy  of  a  court  of  juf- 
tice,  of  a  trial  for  the  life  and  death 
of  the  accufed.  After  the  trial  hr 
Elijah  had  refufed  a  petition  of  ap¬ 
peal,  and  refufed  to  refpite  the  per  * 
fon  convicted.  The  refpite  he  ought 
not  to  have  refufed,  firff,  beea.ufe  fir 
Robert  Chambers  had  objected  to 
the  legality  of  the  indictment.  Sir 
Elijah  had  endeavoured  to  prove, 
that  his  colleague  had  retrabled.  his 
objection.  Sir  Robert  Chambers  was 
a  man  of  upright  intentions,  but  of  a 
mild  and  flexible  character.  He  had 
finned  the  calendar,  containing"  the 
nqmes  and  fentencescf  the  prifoners, 
which  probably  he  ought  not  to 
have  done.  He  hacf  been  prevailed 
upon  to  Rgn  a  letter  to  the  court  of 
diredtors,  in  v/hich  among  other 
things  it  was  Rated,  that  the  opinions 
of  the  judges  in  the  fupreme  court 
of  judicature  had  always  been  un¬ 
animous.  It  was  however  certain 
that  he  had  not  retracted  his  opinion. 
It  was  in  evidence  upon  the  mi¬ 
nutes,  that  he  had  Rated  upon  the 
motion  for  arreR  of  judgment,  that 
he  Rill  retained  his  objebtiom 
Rle  was  proved,  in  another  cauffi 
in  the  prefence  of  fir  Elijah  Impev, 
and  with  reference  to  the  trial  of 
H  imdcomar,  to  have  ap"ain  main- 
tamed  that  opinion.  It  might  be 
added,  that  fir  William  Jones,  in  his 
charge  to  the  grand  jury  of  Calcut¬ 
ta  in  the  year  r  78c,  had  recommend¬ 
ed  always  to  i'ndidt  for  a  forgery  as 
a  mifdemeanoyr  only.  A  fee  one} 
r  eafon,  why  a  refpite  ought  to  have 
been  granted,  was,'  the,  manifeR  m- 
juRi.ce  of  inforcing  a  law,  founded 
upon  the  local  cuRoms  of  one  country 
againfl  the  natives  of  another.  Our 
laws  had  never  been  promulgated 
to  thofe  natives  ;  they  did  not  un¬ 
derhand  the  language,  in  which  they 
were  written,  and  in  which  the 
trials  were  conducted.  To  inforce 
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the  Etiglim  law  againft  forgery,  the 
operation  of  which  did  not  extend 
ftctofs  the  Tweed,  was  not  lefs  ab- 
furd  than  if  we  were  to  try  the 
G  reat  Mogul  and  all  his  minifters 
Upon  the  ftatute  of  king  George  the 
Second  a  gain  it  bigamy.  A  third 
reafon  for  a  re-fpite,  Was  Nimdco- 
maiJs  rank  as  a  bramin,  a  rank  con- 
fidered  as  facred  iri  India,  where  it 
was  regarded  as  impious  to  take  a- 
Way  the  life  of  a  bramin.  A  refpite 
onoht  to  have  been  granted,  becaufe 
IN  undbomar  was  convicted,  by  means 
of  discrediting  the  teftimony  of  a 
witnefs,  whole  character  was  fair, 
and  believing  the  teftimony  of  an¬ 
other,  who  had  avowed  that  he  ne¬ 
ver  told  truth*  When  his  intereft  or 
his  pa  To  ns  induced  him  to  neglect 
it.  Laftly,  the  prifoner  ought  to 
have  been  refpited,  becaufe  he  was 
in  the  act  of  fupportine  an  accufa- 
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lion  againft  the  governor-genera!  ; 
becaufe  it  was  highly  improper  to 
difcourage  the  natives  from  feeking 
the  red  refs  of  injuries  ;  and  becaufe 
the  fnpreme  court  had  ekprefily  been 
appointed  Co  defend  them  from  the 
ft  rang  and  oppreftive  hand  of  the 
Britilh  fe  tilers. 

Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  proceeded  to 
defcend  to  feme  farther  particulars. 
He  quoted  a  letter  from  Mr.  Jo- 
feph  Fowke  to  Dr.  Samuel  John- 
fori,  in  which  Himdcomar  was  re- 
prefen  ted  as  a  perfon  of  the  ftrong- 
eft  mental  powers  the  writer  u  had 
44  ever  known  among  ft  the  natives 
44  of  India.  He  was  tail  and  majeftic, 
44  robuft  yet  graceful,  his  eye  pierc- 
44  ing,  and  his  penetration  fb  keen, 
44  that  it  was  impoffible-  to  conceal 
44  from  him  any  thing  he  wifhed  to 
44  know.  He  was  obeyed  and  ho- 
i(  noured  by  his  countrymen,  after 
44  he  was  ftripped  of  power,  and  had 
44  no  means  of  commanding  refpcH, 
44  but  by  his  perfbnal  qualities.” 
Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  ftited,  that  the 
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natives  had  attended  the  execution 
in  multitudes,  agitated  with  grief, 
fear  and  fufpence.  With  a  kind  of 
fupefftitious  incredulity  they  could 
not  believe,  that  it  was  really  in¬ 
tended  to  put  the  raja  to  death  ; 
and,  when  they  faw  it  actually  per¬ 
formed,  they  uttered  an  univerfal 
lamentation,  and,  with  the  moft 
pierciilg  cries  of  horror  and  difmay, 
betook  themfelves  to  flight ;  run- 
mng  many  of  them  as  far  as  the 
Ganges,  and  plunging  into  the  tide, 
either  to  hide  themfelves  from  the 
tyranny  they  had  witneffed,  or  to 
wafti  away  the  pollution  cent  raffed 
From  fo  odious  a  fee  Stacie.  Sir 
Gilbert  Elliot  quoted  the  complaint 
of  the  chief  juftice,  that  raja  Goiir- 
das,  the  fon  of  Nundcomar,  had, 
as  he  underftood,  been  forbidden 
to  vifit  him  by  fome  members  of  the 
council.  Sir  Elijah  was  not  con¬ 
tented  wit!.},  the  trembling  fubmif- 
fion  of  all  the  native  inhabitants 
of  Calcutta.  Their  homage  alone 
at  the  feet  of  the  tyrant  they  dread « 
ed,  was  not  fufticient  for  him.  It 
was  not  a  banquet  rich  enough  to 
provoke  a  grofs  and  fated  appetite:- 
He  wiflied  to  receive  the  unwilling 
fubmiffion  of  the  fon  of  the  man  he 
had  murdered.  He  wiflied  to  drink 
the  Warm  Sowing  tears  of  the  fa¬ 
mily  he  had  made  wretched ;  he 
d Hired,  that  the  lips  of  the  foil 
fhould  kifs  from  his  hands  the  flil-1 
recent  blood  of  the  father.  Sir 
Gilbert  could  not  believe,  but  that 
a  man,  guilty  of  fuch  nefarious 
wickednefs,  Who  had  thus  ftained 
the  fpotlefs  errnlne  of  juftice,  and 
violated  the  facred  forms  of  law, 
the  better  to  fereen  iniquity  in'  an 
exalted  ftation,  muff  be  perpetually 
haunted  by  the  ghoft  of  his  unhao- 
py  viflirn.  He  concludca*  that, 
notvvithftanding  the  period  of  more 
than  fourteen  years  that  had  elapf- 
ed,  the  blood  of  the  murdered  raja 
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was  on  all  their  heads !  The  cry,  the 
clambui:  of  blood  was  ftili  ringing 
in  their  ears  and  bnrfting  their  walls 
for  vengeance  !  *  To  their  jufhce 
therefore  he  committed  the  culprit ; 
let  them  deal  with  him  as  he  de¬ 
ferred. 

Mr.  Fox  inforced  the  arguments 
€>f  hr  Gilbert  Elliot.  He  fpoke 
with  great  fe verity  of  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  hr  Elijah  Impey  to  the  jury, 
that  the  queftion  for  their  consider¬ 
ation  was,  whether  the  prifoner  was 
guilty  of  forgery,  or  his  accuSers 
guilty  of  a  crime  worfe  than  mur¬ 
der.  What  was  likely  to  be  the 
effect  of  fuch  an  in  (must  ion  ?  It 
would  neceffarily  operate  on  the 
natural  mildneis  of  the  human 
mind,  and  incline  the  jury  ol  courfe 
to  prefer  the  moft  lenient  option. 
He  treated  with  contempt  the  ob- 
fervation  of  the  chief  juftice,  that, 
if  he  were  guilty,  all  the  judges 
were  involved  in  his  guilt.  On  the 
contrary  hr  Robert  Chambers,  who 
was  the  only  man  of  eonhderable 
reputation  among  them,  had  dif- 
fented  from  the  proceedings  ;  and 
Mr.  juft  ice  le  Maitre  appeared  from 
manifold  hiftances,  to  be  the  rnoft 
ignorant  and  arrogant  pretender, 
that  ever  difgraCed  a  bench  of  juf¬ 
tice.  Sir  Elijah  Impey  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  perjuries  and 
prevarications  of  Comalodene,  the 
principal  witnefs  for  the  profecution. 
He  had  not  however  taken  the 
fmalleft  notice  of  this  circumhance 
to  the  jury  ;  and  thus,  by  a  wilful 
and  guilty  concealment,  had  been 
the  inftrument  of  forming  their  ul¬ 
timate  verdidl.  Mr.  Fox  obferved, 
that  a  mpite  in  the  cafe  under  con¬ 
sideration  had  not  been  a  matter  of 
difcretion,  and  he  appealed  to  the 
law  members  of  the  houfe,  whether 
it  were  not  conffantiy  and  univer¬ 
sally  granted,  whenever  a  difference 
of  opinion  had  arifen  among  the 
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judges  in  the  courfe  of  the  trial; 
He  concluded,  that,  if  he  were  to 
pronounce  upon  his  honour,  ho 
would  fay  that  fir  Elijah  Impey  had 
been  guilty  of  a  deliberate  murder  ; 
if  he  were  to  depofe  upon  his  oath 
as  a  juryman,  he  Should  pronounce 
him  guilty.  He  lamented,  that  the 
powers  of  the  houfe  were  fo  con- 
traded,  Since  imprifonment  for  life 
and  the  forfeiture  of  half,  his  for¬ 
tune  was,  in  his  mind,  no  adequate 
compenfation  for  the  crime  charged 
againft  Sir  Elijah  Impey.  It  was 
well  known,  that  he  was  not  a  man 
of  fangumary  feelings  ;  but  he 
would  not  he  forry  in  this  cafe,  if 
murder  were  to  meet  with  the  pu 
nifliment  that  murder  deferved. 

Colonel  Fullarton  obferved  upon 
the  different  operation  of  forgery 
in  England  and  in  India.  The 
Signature  of  deeds  were  not  made 
in  the' latter  country  in  writing,  but 
with  an  inftrument  for  that  purpofe ; 
and,  if  a  deed  were  forged,  the  lofs 
did  not  fall  upon  the  perfon  who 
received  the  forgery  in  payment, 
but  upon  the  perfon  againft  whom 
it  was  committed.  If  it  were  the 
determination  of  fir  Elijah  Impey 
to  try  the  natives  of  India  upon 
the  ftatute  of  king  George  the  Se¬ 
cond,  it  became  his  duty,  in  the 
firft  place,  to  have  procured  a  com¬ 
plete  revifal  of  the  manner  of  au¬ 
thenticating  deeds.  He  took  notice 
of  the  ob fervation  of  the  chief  juf¬ 
tice  that  the  circumftance  of  the 
law  being  in  fome  refpedt  ex  poll 
fadlo  and  retrofpebtive  with  regard 
to  Nundcomar,  was  no  fufficient  in¬ 
ducement  to  recommend  him  to  mer¬ 
cy,  Since  neither  Nundcomar,  nor  his 
council,  had  urged  that  chcumftance 
in  his  defence.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
chief  juftice,  not  to  have  Suffered 
the  prisoner  to  be  injured  by  his  ig¬ 
norance  or  omiftions,  but  to  have 
urged  thofe  points  in  his  behalf. 

Sir 
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Sir  Elijah  Impey  had  faid  in  his 
defence,  that  his.  chief  reliance  was 
«ii  the  gentlemen  of  the  law,  and 
Mr.  Scot  had  fpokeii  of  the  efprit 
de  corps.  Colonel  Fullartoii  was 
not  afraid  of  its  operation  In  the 
preieht  cafe.  Being  undoubtedly 
novel  as  a  principle  of  Englifh.  law, 
it  would  be  uhiered  into  the  world 
with  a  becoming"  grace.  Its  find 
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difplay  would  be  made  in  repremng 
any  thing  that  might  tend  to  bring 
fcandal  or  reproach  upon  the  corps,, 
and  in  endeavouring  to  fupport  that 
high  character  for  found  reaforilng 
and  unbiafled  truth,  that  certainly 
ought  not  to  be  entirely  foreign  to 
the  fpirit  of  a  corps,  which  was  in- 
tr lifted  with  the  lives  and  properties 


of  men. 

Colonel  Fullarton  animadverted 
with  great  feverity  upon  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  fir  Elijah  Impey  in  lay¬ 
ing,  that,  if  he  were  acquitted  of 
the  murder  of  Nundcomar,  he  fhould 


regard  the  other  charges  as  frivolous 
and  unimportant.  If  there  were 
any  credit  due  to  the  minnutes  and 
proceedings  of  the  fupreme  govern¬ 
ment,  the  decifions  of  fir  Elijah  Im¬ 
pey  had  alienated  the  minds  of 
of  Europeans,  Muftiilmans,  and 
Hindoos,  had  excited  the  execra¬ 
tions  of  twelve  millions  of  native 
iubjedts,  Spread  terror  and  difmay 
through  all  the  provinces  of  Bengal, 
and  involved  the  fettlement  in  fuch 
anarchy  and  confternation,  as  ap¬ 
peared  more  dreadful,  to  ufe  the 
words  of  the  natives,  than  war, 
peftilence  or  famine.  Colonel  Ful¬ 
larton  quoted  inftances  of  rapes,  tu¬ 
mults,  homicides  and  facrilege,  all 
of  which  were  to  be  afcribed  to  the 
baleful  influence  of  fir  Elijah  Im¬ 
pey.  The  laws  of  Draco,  he  faid, 
were  written  in  blood,  but  they 
were  written  in  the  blood  of  men, 
acquainted  with  thofe  laws,  and 
with  the  language  in  which  they 
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were  written.  The  laws  cf  Eng¬ 
land,  mild  and  liberal  as  they  had 
ever  been  eifeemed,  yet,  when  ap¬ 
plied  to  India,  and  expounded  by 
fir  Elijah  Impey,  had  not  only, 
proved  fangumary,  like  thofe  of 
Draco,  but  had  teen  written  In  the 
bipod  of  men,  equally,  ignorant  of 
thofe  laws,  and  of  the  language  in 
which  they  were  exprefTed. 

Mr.  Macdonald  and  Mr.  Arden 
undertook  the  vindication  of  fir 
Elijah  Impey,  and  delivered  Senti¬ 
ments,  nearly  ftmilar  to  each  other,, 
Mr.  Macdonald  declared  upon  hi^ 
honour,  that  had  he  been  cue  of 
the  jury,  he  fhould  not  have  liefi- 
tated  to  pronounce  Nundeomar 
guilty.  Both  he  and  Mr.  Arden 
admitted,  that,  in  the  fituation  of 
fir  Elijah  Impey,  they  would  have 
thought  it  proper  to  refbite  the  pri- 
foner  :  but  they  did  not  conceive* 
that,  differing  from  the  chief  juftice 
in  this  refpedf,  they  were  at  all  at 
liberty  on  that  account  to  vote  the 
impeachment.  Sir  Richard  Sutton 
entered  upon  the  vindication  of  the 
accufed  with  the  zeal  of  perfonal 
friendship.  He  ftated  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Francis,  that  it  was  diredfly 
provided  in  the  charter,  that  nei¬ 
ther  the  governor-general  nor  any 
of  the  council  fhould  be  arrefted  or 
imprifoned  except  for  treafon  or  fe¬ 
lony  ,  and  obierved,  that  it  was 
very  unlikely,  that  Mr.  Francis 
fhould  have  been  unacquainted  with 
this  article.  Sir  Richard  farther 
accufed  him  of  diredt  falfhood,  in 
having  ftated,  that  certain  pundits, 
or  Indian  pr lefts,  who  were  fent  to 
Nundcomar,  received  falaries  fxmin 
the  Englifh,  government  in  177$, 
when  he  himfelf  had  had  a  Share  in 
firft  giving  them  falaries  in  1777, 
Mr.  Francis  complained,  that  the. 
intention  evidently  was,  to  fliift 
the  fubjedt,  arid  divert  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  ho  ufe,  If  pofiible,  from 
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the  gieat  caufe  and  criminal  before 
them,  to  a  paltry  cavilling  with 
him.  It  was  true  the  pundits  had  not 
been  put  upon  the  regular  e ft ab lull  - 
jnent  till  1777,  but  there  was  every 
reafon  to  believe  that  they  received 
Diaries  before  that  period. 

Mr.  Pitt  cenfured  the  language 
of  colonel  Fullarton.  Becaufe  a 
judge  declared  he  could  not  bear  the 
imputation  of  murder,  which  muff 
naturally  be  a  charge  of  a  heavy 
and  intolerable  nature^  to  a  mind 
pofleffed  of  any  feeling,  and  had 
.laid,,  that,  compared  with  fuch  a 
charge,  .,  he  fhould  confider  every 
ether  ■  as  light  and  trivial,  did  that 
warrant  any  one  to  enter  into  a  fe- 
pies  of  general  inveclive  and  violent 
declamation  ?  With  regard  to  the 
charge  of  confpiracy  between  hr 
.Elijah  Impey  and  Mr.  Hastings, 
however  at  fin'd  it  had  been  attempt¬ 
ed  to  be  fupportcd,  he  found,  that 
fir  Gilbert  Elliot  had  ultimately 
abandoned  it.  He  admired  the 
Ingenuity  of  fir  Gilbert's  reafoning 
to  prove,  that  the  king  had  no 
ower  to  confer  criminal  jurifdiHipn 
eyond  the  iimits  of  England,  But, 
if  this  were  true,  would  it  prove 
any  thing  with  reipedt  to  the  pre¬ 
lent  queftion  ?  Becaufe  fir  Elijah 
Impey  had  mifiaken  a  point  of  le- 
gi  Ration,  in  common  with  the  whole 
fferies  of  lawyers,  with  all  the  judges 
in  India,  with  the  earl  , of  Northing- 
ton  and  earl  Mansfield,  who  had  all 
of  them  decided  the  lame  wav,  was 
that  a  reafori  why  he  fhould  be  im¬ 
peached  ?  Every  man,  who  knew 
any  thing  of  India,  was  fully  fenfi- 
ble,  that  it  was  a  commercial  coun¬ 
try,  and  that  much  depended  upon 
fupporting  a  paper  credit  there.  It 
was  evident  therefore,  that  the  aft 
of  the  fecond  year  of  king  George 
the  Second  was  as  applicable  to  India, 
as  it  was  to  England.  Mr.  Pitt 
thought  fir  Elijah  Impey  altogether 


gurltlffs  in  the  matter  of  the  refpitej 
By  the  charter  tinder  which  he  act- 
ed,  if  the  chief  juft  ice  fufpended 
the  execution  of  a  capital  fentence, 
he  was  to  tranfmit  to  the  king  His 
reafons  for  granting  the  refpite,  and 
they  were  to  be  Rated  at  length  in 
writing.  What  reafons  could  fir 
Elijah  Impey  have  Rated,  fince  the 
prifoner  had  been  convicted  after  a 
long  and  impartial  trial,  and  no 
fact  or  circumRance  had  appeared 
to  throw  a  doubt  upon  the  proceed¬ 
ing  ?  Mr.  Pitt  concluded,  that  in 
no  view  could  any  corrupt  motive 
be  brought  home  to  the  perfon  ac= 
cufed  j  and  that  he  never  voted  from 
a  more  decided  conviction  of  mind, 
than  that,  with  which  he  fhould  give 
his  negative  to  the  prelent  queftion. 
The  houfe  divided  upon  the  charge 
r  expecting  N  undcomar,  ayes  5  , 

110  v  i)  1  ^ » 

The  fecond  charge  refpedted  the 
Patna  caufe,  and  was  to  have  been 
opened  in  the  houfe  of  commons  by 
Mr,  AnRruther.  But  a  cifcum* 
Ranee  occurred,  that  was  fuppofed 
to  make  it  in  fome  degree  improper, 
that  parliament  fhould  proceed  any 
farther  in  the  bufmefs  at  prefent. 
The  decifion  in  the  Patna  caufe  had 
originally ?occaRoned  much  diffatif- 
faduo.ii  *  the  parties  condemned  to 
perpetual  imprifonment  had  been 
liberated  by  an  exprefs  act  of  pai> 
liament  ;  and  the  EaR  India  com¬ 
pany  had  given  bond  in  thirty  thou- 
land  pounds,  in  cafe  the  fentence 
was  not  affirmed  by  the  privy -coun¬ 
cil  in  the  courfe  of  five  years.  But 
notice,  it  feemed,  was  now  given  to 
the  folicitor  of  the  company,  that 
the  caufe  was  fet  down  for  an  early 
hearing.  Would  it  therefore  be 
proper  for  the  houfe  of  commons* 
to  take  it  out  of  the  hands  in  which 
the  law  had  placed  it,  or  pronounce 
an  opinion  upon  the  quefiion,  while 
it  Rood  for  examination  fin  a  differ¬ 
ent 
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.cat  court  ?  Mr.’  Burke  and  Mr. 
Anftruther  treated  this  trail  faction 
as  a  collufion  between  fir  Elijah 
Impey  and  the  Eaft  India  company. 
They  had  forfeited  thirty  thoufand 
pounds  for  the  purpofe  of  defeating 
a  criminal  charge  againft  the  very 
perfon,  whom  they  had  originally 
called  upon  the  houfe  of  commons 
to  profecute  and  punifh  ;  and  now, 
after  having  differed  the  queffion  to 
deep  for  nine  years,  it  was  revived 
«at  the  very  moment  when  it  had 
■otherwife  been  about  to  be  fubmit- 
fed  to  the  reprefentatives  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  England.  The  charge  a- 
gainft  the  Eaft  India  company  was 
repelled  by  Mr.  Nathaniel  Smith 
and  Mr,  Grenville.  At  length  the 
farther  confideration  of  the  impeach¬ 
ment  was,  on  the  twenty-feventh  of 
May,  adjourned  over  the  end  of 
.the  feflion. 

There  was  a  circumffance,  that 
grew  out  of  the  impeachment  of 
fir  Elijah  Impey,  a  profecution  for 
libel  in  the  name  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  which  is  always  entitled 
to  confiderable  attention  in  fuch  a 
country  as  England.  We  boa  ft  of 
our  free  conftitution  and  we  boaft 
of  it  with  juftiee.  We  pride  our- 
{elves  upon  the  lyffem  of  our  crimi¬ 
nal  jurisprudence  ;  and  in  this  alfo 
there  is .  much  excellence.  The 
ftrudhire  of  an  Engiifh  jury,  the 
publicity  of  the  form  of  trial,  and 
a  great  part  of  what  is  called  the 
law  of  evidence,  are  founded  in  the 
moft  folid  reafon  and  the  wifeft  deli¬ 
beration.  But  it  is  alfo  true,  that 
many  parts  of  our  code  of  jurifpru- 
dence  are  in  a  high  degree  abfurd, 
barbarous  and  dilgraceful.  The 
laws  of  imprifonmerit  for  debt,  the 
multiplicity  of  capital  crimes,  the 
confequent  univerfal  uncertainty  of 
pvmifhment,  and  the  law  of  libel 
as  delivered  by  the  jud'  es,  are  fo 
odious,  that  nothing  co:ld  recon¬ 
cile  us  to  their  consideration  lor  a 
: .  ry&S. 
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moment,  but  the  fafcinating  pow¬ 
er  of  prejudice  and  cuftom.  At  the 
very  inftant  of  which  we  are  treat¬ 
ing,  a  branch  of  one  of  the  nobleft 
families  in  the  kingdom  had  been 
condemned  to  five  years  imprifon- 
merit,  for  a  libel  upon  the  queen  of 
France;  and,  to  render  this  fen- 
tence  the  more  completely  revolting, 
the  intellectual  fituation  of  the  cul¬ 
prit  was  fuch,  as  to  make  it  doubt¬ 
ful,  whether  the  form  of  the  moft  a- 
trocious  crime  could  in  an  equitable 
conftruHion  render  him  amenable 
to  criminal  law. 

The  defence  of  fir  Elijah  Impey 
refpeCting  the  charge  of  Nundcomar, 
was  delivered  on  two  feverai  days  ; 
and,  previoufiy  to  his  entering  on 
his  fecond  day’s  vindication,  he 
thought  proper  to  complain  at  the 
bar  of  the  houfe  of  commons  of 
certain  attacks,  that  had  been  made 
upon  his  charader,  in  two  newfpapers 
and  a  political  pamphlet.  Upon 
the  fubmiffions  of  the  bookfeller  fir 
Elijah  thought  proper  to  withdraw 
his  information  againft  the  pamphkf  * 
Mr.  Grenville  undertook  to  inforce 
the  complaint  that  had  been  made. 
He  was  forry  that  fir  Elijah  Impey 
had  thought  proper  to  advance  it  ; 
but,  being  made,  it  was  impoffible 
for  the  houfe  to  pafs  it  over  unno-* 
ticed.  Mr.  Grenville  diftmpuifhed 

O  * 

three  forts  of  libels,  that  might  fall 
under  the  animadverfion  of  that 
houfe  of  parliament.  Libels  were 
continually  publi filed  againft  indivi¬ 
dual  members  of  the  houfe,  and  he 
conceived,  that  it  was  in  general 
moft  expedient  to  pafs  them  over 
with  indifference.  He  entertained 
great  doubts  whether  the  fame  ar¬ 
guments  would  apply  to  the  houfe 
collectively.  It  was  of  importance, 
that  the  people  fhould  be  induced  to 
look  up  to  their  reprefentatives  with 
refpcof  and  confidence  ;  and  it  might 
on  that  account  be  extremely  un¬ 
wife,  ever  to  fuffer  an  attempt  to  di- 
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minifh  thefe  feelings  to  eicape  them. 
But  there  was  a  third  fpecies  of  libel 
in  which  the  houfe  could  not  con- 
fhlently  aifuroe  to  itfelf  any  difcre- 
tion  ;  and  futh  was  the  libel  now 
under  confederation  ;  when  ajperfon, 
anfwering  at  their  bar  to  charges  of 
high  crimes  and  m i fdemea nours , 
found  it  neeeffary  to  claim  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  home  againft  the  at- 
tacks  of  libellous  writers  during  the 
progrefs  of  his  defence.  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville  proceeded  to  contkkrthe  mode, 
in  which  it  might  be  proper  to  pro¬ 
ceed  again!  t  the  perrons,  who  had 
calumniated  hr  Elijah  Impey.  No 
perfon,  who  had  at  all  confidered  the 
fu  bjeCt,  could  be  ignorant,  that  the 
houfe  had  an  inherent  conilitutional 
right  of  pumfhing  thole,  who  vio¬ 
lated  its  privileges,  or  treated  its  au¬ 
thority  with  contempt.  But  he  con¬ 
ceived,  that  it  was  not  advilable  to 
have  recourfe  to  this  right,,  but  in 
extraordinary  cafes,  when  the  courts 
of  juftice  were  partial  and  corrupt, 
and  the  improper  exercife  of  the 
prerogati  ve  was  to  be  dreaded.  Mr. 
Grenville  therefore  propofed  to 
proceed  in  the  ordinary  mode,  and 
moved  an  addrefs,  to  requefl  the  fb- 
vereign  to  order  the  attorney  ge¬ 
neral  to  profecutethe  authors,  "prin¬ 
ters  and  pub! fibers  of 'the  papers, 
again!!  which  the  complaint  had 
been  made. 

Mr.  Fox  expreiled  an  agreeable 
furprife,  to  hear  an  argument  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  authority  and  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  hotife,  from  the  ,  quar¬ 
ter,  from  which  it  had  proceeded. 
He  was  glad  to  find,,  that  thefe,  who 
got  into  power  by  iiaifter  means, 
and  obtained  their  filiations  in  di  - 
rect  contempt  of  the  houfe  of  qom- 
rpons,  thought  it  aeceffary,  after 
they  had  been  forne  time  Gated,  to 
kick  down  the  ladder  by  which  they 
rofe.  He  perceived  however  in  the 
fpcech  of  Mr.  Grenville  iVmptonis 
of  the  falfe  principle*  of  the  indent 


adm migration.  It  was  a  curious  In- 
confiftency,  to  argue  upon  the  con- 
flitutional  powers  of  the  houfe,  to 
aflert  its  rights  and  maintain  its  pri¬ 
vileges,  and  then,  in  a  cafe  of  privilege 
merely,  to  abandon  thofe  powers, 
and  have  recourfe  to  the  executive 
branch  of  the  confritution.  Mr*. 
Fox  doubted,  whether  a  breach  of 
the  privileges  of  that  houfe,  could 
be  made  an  artic  e  of  charge  in  any 
information  or  indidment.  Fie  ob- 
ferved,  that,  if  they  once  commit¬ 
ted  the  profecution  to  the  inferior 
courts,  they  would  have  no  farther 
command  over  it,  and  no  power  to 
exerdfe  their  lenity,  however  it 
might  be  in  their  inclination.  Such 
an  improper  mode  of  profecution 
led  farther  than  members  pofiibly 
imagined,  and  might  ultimately  car¬ 
ry  the  privileges  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  to  be  decided  upon  in  the 
houfe  of  lords.  He  contrafled  the 
eagernefs  of  perfons  to  profecute  in 
the  prefent  infrance,  with  their  re- 
miffhefs  and  inattention,  when  libel 
after  libel  had  been  puhlifhed  againft 
the  reports  of  their  Eaif  Indian 
committees.  The  arguments,  con¬ 
tained  in  the  paragraphs  complain¬ 
ed  of,  he  approved,  but  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  they  were  accompanied 
with  improper  plirafes  and  indecent 
comments,  that  ought  not  to  be 
countenanced.  The  affection  was 
unqueftionably  true,  that  the  law 
members  of  the  houfe  had  attended 
t  he  proceedings  againil  fir  Elijah  Im¬ 
pey  with  great  afliduity.  He  did 
nut  mean  to  reprefent  their  prefent 
attendance  as  in  any  refpedl  culpable, 
but  he  w/ould  aflert,  that  their  uni- 
verfal  defection  of  their  duty  in  the 
cafe  of  Mr.  Haflings,  formed  a  re¬ 
markable  contrail  with  their  beha¬ 
viour  on  this  oecahon.  Probably 
the  annals  of  Great  Britain  could 
not  furirifa  another  inftance  of  an 
important  public  profecution,  that 
was  carrica  on  Without. the  counte¬ 
nance 
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nance  and  concurrence  of  the  great 
law  officers  of  the  crown  ;  and  he 
was  lorry  to  ohferve  in  them  a  dif- 
pofition  to  interfere,  only  when  that 
interference  was  likely  to  check,  ra~ 
ther  than  afTift,thofe,who  had  the  pub¬ 
lic  juftice  of  their  country  at  heart. 

Mr.  Pitt  fupported  the  arguments 
of  Mr.  Grenville.  No  man  would 
go  farther  to  vindicate  the  privileges 
of  the  houfe  than  himfclf,  but  he 
had  always  thought,  that,  where  a 
remedy  could  be  obtained  by  com¬ 
mon  law,  and  in  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  proceeding,  it  was  not  prudent  to 
refort  to  extraordinary  means.  He 
OonfeiTed,  he  did  not  know  of  any 
power  with  which  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  was  inverted,  to  compel  the  at¬ 
tendance  of  perfons  accufed,  if  they 
thought  proper  to  refufe  it ;  and  he 
reminded  them,  that  cafes  had  occur¬ 
red,  in  which  they  had  adopted  the 
very  mode  now  fo  much  infilled  up¬ 
on,  and  had  found  themielves  not  a  lit¬ 
tle  perplexed  and  embaraffed.Mr.Pitt 
vindicated  the  profeffional  lawyers, 
and  faid,  that  it  was  very  natural, 
that  they  fhould  be  particularly  vi¬ 
gilant  and  attentive,  when  the  fub- 
je£t  under  difcuffion  was  an  enquiry 
into  the  conduit  of  a  perfon,  who 
was  accufed  of  having  mifconduited 
htmfelf  in  an  office  of  high  judicial 
eminence.  He  .adverted  to  fome  re¬ 
marks,  that  had  been  delivered  upon 
the  fubject  by  Mr.  Burke,  and  faid 
it  was  rather  hard,  that  he  fhould 
detain  the  houfe  by  incorporating 
libels  into  his  fpeech,  which,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  own  account,  they  might 
have  read  at  their  breakfart  ;  for¬ 
getting,  that  by  that  means,  unne- 
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celFarily  and  without  entertainment* 
he  kept  members  from  their  dinners. 
The  houfe  diyided  upon  the  motion 
for  an  addrefs,  ayes  iog9  noes  37, 
Mr.  Fox  feems  to  have  thought 
himfelf  obliged  to  move  a  prof  ecu- 
tion  for  libel,  by  Way  of  reprifal 
on  the  minirterial  party ;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  in  the  following  week  in¬ 
troduced  to  the  notice  of  the  houfe 
a  pamphlet,  intitied,  A  Review"  of 
the  Principal  Charges  againft  Mr, 
Haftings,  in  which  the  conduct  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  in  voting 
the  different  articles  of  impeach¬ 
ment,  was  treated  with  particular  fe* 
verity*.  Mr.  Fox  observed,  that 
the  libel  he  offered  to  their  conlider- 
ation  contained  a  grofs  attack  upon 
that  houfe,  upon  the  houfe  of  lords, 
and  upon  the  fovereign,  and  there¬ 
fore  he  fhould  move  to  addrefs  the 
king  to  profecute  by  the  attorney- 
general,  though  in  a  former  inftance, 
where  that'  houfe  alone  had  been 
concerned,  he  had  thought  this  mode 
of  proceeding  highly  improper.  He 
accordingly  moved,  after  the  pam¬ 
phlet  had  laid  one  day  upon  the  ta¬ 
ble  of  the  houfe  of  commons  for  their 
examination,  that  it  contained  paf- 
fages  highly  difrefpectful  to  the  king 
and  to  that  houfe,  and  indecently 
reflecting  upon  the  motives  that  had 
induced  them  to  prefer  an  impeach¬ 
ment  againft  Mr.  Haftings.  Mr» 
Pitt  moved,  that  the  words  difre- 
fpeCtful  to  the  king  fhould  be  omit¬ 
ted  ;  and  this  amendment  occafioned 
a  curious  grammatical  difquifition 
between  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Sheridan  and 
the  mihifter.  It  was  carried  in  fa 
vour  of  the  latter. 


*  This  pamphlet  was  the  production  of  Mr.  John  Logan,  late  one  of  the  miniffers 
of  Leith  near  Edinburgh.  Mr.  Logan  was  formed  to  be  the  ornament  and  in- 
ftru&or  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived.  His  writings  are  diffinguifhed  by  the  fagacity 
of  their  realonings,  the  brilliancy  of  their  imagination,  and  the  depth  of  their  philo- 
fophical  principles.  Though  cut  off  by  difeafe  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  he  left  behind 
him  feveral  refpedtable  productions,  and  particularly  Elements  of  LeCtures  upon  the 
Philofophy  of  Ancient  Hiftory,  which,  though  imperfedt  and  uhfmifhed,  will  afford 
to  the  difeerning  fufficient  reafon  to  regret,  that  his  talents  did  not  remain  to  be  matur¬ 
ed  by  age,  and  expanded  by  the  fettering  breath  of  public  applaufe. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

jtefolttiio'fi  on  the  Slave  Trade .  Adi  to  regulate  the  Tranfportatzon  of  Slaves* 
Speech  from  the  Throne.  Prorogation  of  Parliament . 


"T  T  was  long  a  kind  of  problem  in 
J|  philofophy,  whether  or  not  the 
human  fpeties  colledHveiy,  like  the 
intellectual  powers  of  the  individual, 
were  in  a  hate  of  gradual  pfogrefs ; 
or  whether,  according  to  an  opinion 
of  no  mean  antiquity,  there  be  no¬ 
thing  new  under  the  fun,  and  the 
virtues  and  vices  of  different  ages 
and  nations  be  fo  nicely  balanced, 
that  no  one  of  them  deferves  to  be 
preferred  to  another.  This  pro¬ 
blem  is  haftening  faff  to  a  decifion. 
Liberty,  humanity  and  fcience  are 
daily  extending,  and  bid  fair  to  ren¬ 
der  defpotifm,  cruelty  and  ignorance 
fubje&s  of  hiftorical  memory,  not 
of  adhia!  obfervation.  A  confider- 
able  proof  of  this  was  exhibited  in 
the  Engliffi  parliament  during  its 
prefent  feffion.  It  is  natural  for  us 
to  feel  right  upon  a  fubjeeff,  where 
we  have  no  intereft  to  decide  wrong; 
but  mercantile  habits  in  particular 
have  an  extreme  tendency  to  harden 
the  heart,  and  to  indifpofe  the  un- 
der ffandmg,  againff  arguments  cal¬ 
culated  to  prove,  that  profit  and 
redlitude  in  any  particular  inftance 
do  not  coincide.  It  was  therefore 
Scarcely  to  have  been  hoped,  that 
•England,  the  moff  commercial  coun¬ 
try  in  the  world,  ffiould  have  been 
the  hi  ft  to  fufpeeft  the  injuftice  and 
profligacy  of  the  have  trade;  a  trade 
which,  though  Complicated  with 
every  conceivable  circumftance  of 
injury,  though  unparalleled  in  the 
an-r.r  Is  of  ancient  ftory,  has  been  to¬ 
pi  ated,  cheriflied  and  countenanced 
by  the  principal  nations  of  Europe 
for  ieveral  centuries. 


The  firff  public  notice,  that  was 
taken  of  the  (object,  was  an  informa¬ 
tion  communicated, by  Mr.  Wilber- 
force,  foon  after  the  meeting  of  par¬ 
liament,  of  his  intention  to  bring 
forward  a  meafure  refpedhng  the 
ffave  trade.  Mr.  Fox  at  the  lame 
time  obferved,  that  he  had  formed 
an  intention  of  introducing  the  fub- 
jeft  to  the  confederation  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  In  confequence  of  this  no¬ 
tice,  a  great  number  of  petitions 
were  prefented  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1788,  from  the  univerftties 
of  Cambridge,  Glafgow  and  Aber¬ 
deen,  from  the  fociety  of  q^takers, 
from  the  counties  of  Huntingdon, 
Leicefter,  Stafford,  Northampton, 
Hertford,  Middlesex  and  Cam¬ 
bridge,  from  the  cities  of  Briftoi  and 
Norwich,  from  the  town  of  Birm¬ 
ingham,  and  from  various  other 
cities  and  towns,  demanding  the  abo¬ 
lition  of  the  Have  trade.  The  re- 
queft  of  thefe  petitions  was  built  upon 
d  very  obvious  principle.  They  did 
not  defire  violently  to  interfere  with 
the  ftate  of  our  Weft  Indian  iHands  ; 
they  did  not  wifh  the  immediate 
emancipation  of  the  Haves;  but  they 
conceived,  that  no  wife  and  ialutary 
meafure  could  be  adopted,  ihort  of 
tbe  entire  and  inffant  abolition  or 
our  commerce  to  Africa  for  this  pur- 
P°fe\  I  he  petitioners  were  probably 
*  efficiently  averfe  to  fiavery,  as  a’ 
condition  of  human  beings ;  but 
tney  contented  themfelves  with  the 
hope,  that  the  putting  a  ftop  to  the 
importation  of  Haves,  would  meiio- 
late  the  fituation  of  the  perfons  ac¬ 
tually  placed  in  that  ftate ;  and  that- 
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the  gradual  improvement  of  agri¬ 
culture  in  the  Atlantic  iflands,  would 
be  Sufficient,  univerfaliy  to  diffufe 
the  bleSIings  of  liberty,  without  oc¬ 
casioning  violent  concuSIxons  in  any 
part  of  the  world. 

But,  notwithstanding  thefe  fa¬ 
vourable  appearances,  there  were 
■fo-me  circumstances,  that  caufed  the 
protra&ion  of  this  interesting  bufi- 
nefs.  The  principal  of  thefe  was 
the  precarious  health  of  the  perfon, 
who  had  undertaken  to  lead  in  the 
tranfadtion.  This  circumstance  was 
•unfortunate,  becaufe,  though  fobrie- 
ty  and  deliberation  be  favourable  to 
truth,  yet,  in  numerous  Societies  of 
men,  fomething  more  than  the  con¬ 
viction  of  truth  is  ordinarily  necef- 
fary  to  the  effecting  any  consider¬ 
able  innovation.  There  mult  be,  in 
order  to  irffure  SucceSs,  an  ardour, 
a  zeal,  an  enthuSiafm,  that  accompa¬ 
ny  the  ^perception  of  truth  with  the 
love  of  it,  and  that  may  lead  men 
to  ddpife,  in  comparifon  of  the  ob¬ 
ject  they  are  purfuing,  obstacles  and 
inconveniences,  that  to  a  perfectly 
.difpaffionate  mind  might  appear 
considerable.  It  is  probable  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  disadvantages  we  have 
mentioned  will  not,  in  the  prefent 
instance,  be  materially  injurious  to 
the  caufe  of  humanity.  It  has  a 
pledge  in  the  diffusion  of  fcience, 
in  the  general  illumination  of  the 
"human  understanding,  and,  with  re- 
IpeCt  to  ourfelves  in  particular,  in 
the  Sincerity  of  the  minister  and  o~ 
ther  leading  ffatefmen  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  that,  it  would  feem,  we  might 
depend  upon  with  perfeCi  fecurity. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  continuing  in- 
difpofed,  Mr.  Pitt  came  forward  on 
the  ninth  of  May,  in  the  name  of 
his  friend,  to  propofe  a  resolution  to 
the  houfe  of  commons,  founded  up¬ 
on  the  petitions  that  had  been  pre¬ 
ferred,  to  declare,  that  they  would 
fiirly  in  the  next  feffioh  proceed  to 


H  I  S  T'O  R  Y.  109 

take  into  consideration  the  Slate  of 
the  Slave  trade,  and  the  meafuresit 
might  be  proper  to  adopt  with  re- 
fpeCfc  to  it.  Mr.  Pitt  observed,  that 
the  number  of  petitions  before  them 
appeared  to  render  the  refolution  he 
had  moved  indifpenSibly  neceffary« 
He  mentioned  two  opinions,  as  hav¬ 
ing  prevailed  with  the  people  at 
large  upon  the  fubjeCI.  It  had  been 
aim  off  generally  conceived  by  the 
petitioners,  that  the  trade  in  negro 
Slaves  ought  to  be  entirely  abolished; 
others  however  had  regarded  it, 
as  only  Standing  in  need  of  feme 
new  regulations.  He  laid,  the  houfe 
was  not  as  yet  ripe  for  the  difcuS- 
Sion  of  the  queftion  ;  and  the  enqui¬ 
ry,  which  had  been  inffitijttd  in  the 
privy  council  into  all  the  particu¬ 
lars,  with  which  the  Slave  trade 
was  connected,  would,  when  it  was 
fo  far  completed  as  to  be  Sit  to  be 
laid  before  parliament,  enable  them 
to  proceed  to  a  decision,  equally  dic¬ 
tated  by  humanity,  j ’office  and  po¬ 
licy.  He  hoped,  that  Mr,  Wilber¬ 
force  would  be  Sufficiently  recovered, 
againft  the  commencement  of  the 
enfuing  feSSion,  to  take  the  conduct 
of  the  bufmefs  into  his- own  hands1, 
and  he  believed  it  would  be- general¬ 
ly  agreed,  that  a  meafure  of  philan¬ 
thropy  and  national  intereft  could 
not  be  more  advantageoufly  placed* 
But,  if  it  unfortunately  happened; 
that  his  friend  Should  be  incapable 
of  the  tafk,  Mr.  Pitt  held  himfeit 
pledged  to  bring  forward  fome  pro¬ 
position  upon  the  fubjeCL  At  the 
fame  time  the  houfe  would  obferve; 
that  he  had  ShidiouSly  avoided  giv¬ 
ing  any  opinion  of  his -  own-;  and 
he  conceived  it  better  tb  keep  the 
fubjeCt  entirely  undecided;  till  the 
time  Should  come  for  them  to  give 
an  ultimate  opinion  refpeffing  it. 

Mr.  Fox  alluded  to  the  intention 
he  had  formed  of  bringing  forward 
the  fubjeCt  himfeif,.  and  declared,' 
-  that 
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that  he  was  rejoiced,  that  the  bufi- 
nefs  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a 
perfon,  inwhich,he  fincerely  believed , 
it  would  be  difcharged  more  benefi¬ 
cially  and  fuccefsfully  for  the  public. 
He  alluded  to  what  Mr.  Pitt  had 
faid,  refpe&ing  the  committee  of  pri¬ 
vy  council  to  enquire  into  tne  Have 
trade.  There  was  no  information, 
that  could  be  obtained  through  fuch 
a  medium,  that  might  not  more  ad- 
vantageoufiy  have  been  obtained  by 
an  enquiry,  diredfly  infiitutea  in  that 
houfe.  It  was  their  duty  to  advife 
the  king,  and  not  alk  his  advice. 
He  did  not  however  mean  to  im- 

fute  blame  to  adminifiration,  who 
ad  aded  with  no  ill  intention ;  but 
he  conceived,  that  it  was  defirabie 
never  to  fuffer  the  principles  of  the 
confiitution  to  be  overlooked.  The 
houfe  of  commons  had  an  additional 
reafon  to  regret  the  abfence  of  Mr. 
Wilberforce  ;  fince,  had  he  been 
prefent  upon  the  occafion,  he  would 
doubtlefs  have  Hated  the  view  he 
entertained  of  the  fubjedt,  and  de¬ 
scribed  in  a  general  way  the  nature 
of  the  projed  he  intended  to  offer. 
Mr.  Pitt  had  done  nothing  of  this ; 
and  he  was  confident,  that,  if  any 
other  perfon  had  moved  the  refolu- 
tion  in  the  naked  and  unexplained 
way  in  which  it  was  now  Hated,  it 
would  necefiarily  have  been  rejeded. 
He  underHood  the  general  opinion 
of  the  miniHer  to  be  the  fame  as  his 
own  ;  but  the  houfe  knew  nothing 
of  his  defign,  and  of  confequence 
pledged  itfeif  to  the  confideration  of 
the  lubjed,  without  knowing  that 
any  projed  would  be  offered  for  its 
acceptance.  It  was  not  a  fubjed 
that  was  new ;  moH  men  on  the  con¬ 
trary  had  formed  their  ideas,  and 
adopted  their  principles  either  for 
or  againfi  it.  Mr.  Fox  had  himfelf 
no  fcruple  to  declare,  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  Have  trade  ought  not 
to  be  regulated,  but  defiroytd.  He 
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eonfefled,  that  he  did  not  know  of 
any  political  opinion,  that  could  be 
confidered  in  the  abHntd,  or  with¬ 
out  a  reference  to  the  circumHances 
of  the  country.  He  was  however 
perfuaded,  that,  the  more  the  fub¬ 
jed  was  conftdered,  the  more  general 
would  his  opinion  become.  It  there 
were  any  men,  who,  led  away  by  lo¬ 
cal  and  interefied  view's,  thought  the 
Have  trade  might  Hill  continue  under 
certain  modifications,  thofe  men 
were  the  dupes  of  error,  and  mil- 
took  what  they  believed  to  be  their 
interefi ;  fince  he  would  undertake 
to  convince  them,  that  nothing  could 
be  the  true  interefi:  of  any  man  or 
defcription  of  men,  that  was  noto- 
rioufly  hoftile  to  the  principles  of 
jufiice  and  humanity.  The  ideas  of 
Mr.  Fox  were  farther  inferred  by 
Mr.  Burke,  Hr  William  Dolbenand 
Mr.  Martin  ;  and  a  converfation 
was  occafioned,  which  Sufficiently 
evinced,  that  the  paffions  of  the 
houfe  were  Hrongly  intereHed  in  the 
buHnefs,  though  it  did  not  produce 
any  regular  oppofition.  Mr.  Pitt’s 
motion  was  carried  nemine  contra- 
dicente. 

Sir  William  Dolben,  reprefenta- 
tive  for  the  univerfity  of  Oxford, 
whofe  conHituents,  though  they  were 
not  among  the  petitioners,  hadfin- 
Hrufied  him  to  affiH  in  obtaining 
the  abolition  of  the  Have  trade,  took 
occafion  to  mention  in  the  courfe  of 
this  converfation  the  miferable  fitua- 
tion  of  the  negroes,  during  their 
tranfportation  from  Africa  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  as  a  circumfiance  that 
required  an  immediate  remedy ;  and 
he  accordingly  moved  feme  time 
after  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to 
regulate  the  tranfportation  of  the 
natives  of  Africa  to  the  Wefi  Indies 
and  elfewhere.  The  title  of  the  bill 
was  objedled  to  by  Mr.  John  James 
Hamilton,  who  obferved,  that  fuch 
a  regulation  would,  for  the  fitft 
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time,  extend  the  fandtion  of  the  le- 
giflature  to  a  mofi  abominable  traf¬ 
fic,  unauthorifed  by  the  dodtriries  of’ 
divine  law,  and  repugnant  to  the 
feelings  of  human  nature.  Mr.  Pitt 
fuggefted  as  an  alteration,  that  the 
bill  fiiould  be  Hated  to  provide  tem¬ 
porary  regulations  only ;  and  he  re¬ 
commended  it's  adoption  from  the 
confideration  of  the  poilibility,  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  resolution  late¬ 
ly  adopted,  the  perfons,  who  had  the 
condudtof  the  Have  trade,  might  fub- 
jedt  the  natives  of  Africa  to  a  worth 
Situation  than  before,  and  determine 
to  compensate,  by  the  avaricious 
greedinefs  of  their  prefent  voyage, 
for  the  uncertainty  that  might  hang 
over  their  future  commerce. 

The  bill  of  fir  William  Dolhen 
excited,  not  a  numerous,  but  a  per¬ 
tinacious  opposition.  Petitions  were 
prefented  from  the  merchants  of 
London  and  Liverpool,  defiring  to 
be  heard  by  themfelves  .and  coimfel 
againft  the  meafure.  A  circular 
letter  had  been  written  by  one  of 
the  fecretaries  of  the  treafury,  to 
the  perfons  concerned  in  the  trade, 
alluring  them,  that  the  queftion 
would  not  be  agitated  in  this  fefiion, 
and  the  prefent  bill  was  complained 
oi  as  a  violation  of  that  engage¬ 
ment,  The  members  for  Liverpool 
exerted  an  uncommon  degree  of  in~ 
dufiry  and  zeal,  to  prevent  the  bill 
from  palling  into  a  law ;  and  the 
late  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the 
Shinnefs  of  the  houfes,  feemed  to 
promife  them  luccd's  in  their  under¬ 
taking. 

Evidence  was  heard  a  considerable 
length  in  favour  of  the  petitioners ; 
and  Mr.,  Beau  fey,  in  a  florid  and 
elaborate  fpeech,  undertook  to  Turn 
up  the  facts  that  had  been  adduced, 
and  to  prove  from  them  the  necef- 
iity  of  adopting  fir  William  Dolbeifs 
propofitiom  It  appeared,'  that  five 
feet  fix  Inches  in  length  and  fixteen 
inches  in  breadth,  was  the  fpace  al¬ 


lotted  on  an  average  to  each  Have, 
The  lower  deck  of  the  vefiels  was 
entirely  covered  with  bodies,  and 
the  fpace  between  the  floor  of  that 
deck  and  the  roof  above,  which  fei- 
dom  amounted  to  five  feet  eight 
inches,  was  divided  by  a  platform 
alfo  covered  with  bodies.  Five  per¬ 
fons  in  every  hundred  perifhed  at 
the  lowed:  computation  in  a  voyage 
of  fix  weeks  continuance,  which, 
according  to  the  mofi:  accurate  efH- 
mates  of  human  life,  was  feventeen 
times  the  uiual  rate  of  mortality* 
It  was  indeed  much  more,  becaufe 
in  the  eftimate  of  mortality  per¬ 
fons  of  every  age  were  included, 
while  in  an  African  voyage  the  aged 
were  entirely  excluded,  and  few  in¬ 
fants  were  admitted.  Such  was  the 
ruinous  nature  of  the  trade  in  the 
mod  favourable  infiances  ;  but,  in 
the  voyage  to  the  more  diftant  paits 
of  Africa,  the  mortality  was  Rated 
to  be  twice*  as  great ;  and  confe« 
quently,  thirty-four  perfons  periflied 
at  the  lowefi  eftimation,  for  one, 
that  would  have  died  in  the  courfe 
of  nature. 

Mr.  Pitt  difplayed  a  laudable 
feeling  of  the  fadts,  that  had  been 
efiablifhed  at  the  bar.  He  laid, 
if,  as  had  teen  aflerted  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  for  Liverpool,  the  trade  could 
he  carried  on  in  no  other  manner, 
he  would  retradt  what  he  had  find 
on  a  former  day,  and  waving  every 
farther  difcufiion,  give  his  vote  for 
the  utter  annihilation  of  a  trade, 
which  it  was  fhocking  to  humanity 
to  hear  related,  abominable  to  fee 
carded  on  by  any  people,  and 
which  remedied  the  greatefi  dilho- 
nour  on  the  Britifh  ienate  and  the 
Britifh  nation.  He  traded,  that 
the  houfe,  being  ,  now  in  pofieflioa 
oi.  fuch  information  as  was  never 
before  exhibited,  would  endeavour 
to  extricate foemfevesirom  the  guilt 
and  vtvnoiie ,  which  every  man 
ought  to  feel  for  having  fo  long 
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.overlooked  fuch  cruelty  and  oppref- 
Son.  He  was  confident,  that  they 
would  fupport  him  in  any  meafure, 
:to  fnatch  thefe  unfortunate  beings 
from  the  jaws  of  deftruftion,  and 
the  iron  hand  of  unrelenting  ava¬ 
rice.  For  this  purpofe  he  fhould 
-think  it  proper  to  difpatch  a  veffel 
with  a  copy  of  the  aft  to  the  veftels 
‘already  failed  ;  and  fhould  propofe 
,s  clatife  to  include  them  in  the  re- 
•culations  of  the  bill.  He  was  will¬ 
ing  at  the  fame  time  to  propofe  an 
indemnification  for  the  lofs  they 
might  be  fuppofed  to  fuffer  ;  which, 
If  it  were  even  taken  as  high  as 
fifteen  per  cent,  would  not  exceed 
twelve  or  fifteen  thoufand  pounds, 
an  objeft  of  no  confideration,  where 
the  inter  efts  of  humanity  were  fo 
deeply  concerned.  The  bill  was 
farther  fupported  by  Mr.  Fox,  lord 
Eelgrave  and  fir  Charles  Middleton. 
It  was  carried  up  to  the  houfe  of  lords 
<on  the  eighteenth  offline,  and  con  li¬ 
fe!  was  admitted  to  plead  in  behalf 
of  the  have  merchants  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day,  which  was  Saturday. 

In  the  upper  houfe  it  encountered 
confiderable  oppofition.  Lord  Thur- 
low  obfefved,  that  the  bill  was  full 
of  inconfiftency  and  nonfenfe.  The 
French,  he  nnderftood,  had  lately 
offered  premiums  to  encourage  the 
African  trade,  and  the  natural  pre- 
fumption  was  that  we  ought  to  do 
the  fame.  A  witnefs  had  appeared 
at  the  bar  of  that  houfe,  with  his 
eyes  full  of  tears,  and  a  counte¬ 
nance  fraught  with,  horror,  and  had 
faid,  “  My  lords,  I  am  ruined  if 
“  yon  pafs  this  bill.  I  have  rilked 
**  thirty  thoufand  pounds  upon  the 
w  trade  this  year.  It  is  ail  I  have 
“  been  able  to  gain  by  my  induftry, 
and.  if  I  lofe  it,  1  muff  go  to  the 
hofpiialF  Lord  Thurlow  ob- 
fcrved,  that  the  prefent  bill,  after 
the  ( ircular  letter  that  had  been 
Written  from  the  treafury,  appeared 
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very  like  a  breach  of  parliamentary 
faith.  For  himfelf,  he  had  no  fcru- 
pie  to  fay,  that,  if  the  five  days  fit 
of  philanthropy,  which  had  flept 
for  twenty  years  together,  had  con¬ 
tinued  to  deep  one  hummer  longer** 
it  would  have  appeared  to  him  ra¬ 
ther  more  wife,  than  to  take  up  the 
fubjeft  in  the  prefent  disjointed  man¬ 
ner. 

Lord  Sydney  fpoke  on  the  fame 
fide  of  the  queftion.  Hd  defcribed 
to  the  houfe  a  fyflern  of  flave  laws 
that  had  lately  been  eftabiifhed  in 
Jamaica;  and  faid,  that  he  had 
found  them  fo  perfectly  well  adapt¬ 
ed  to  the  fubjeft,  that  he  did  not 
fee  room  for  the  addition  of  a  fin- 
gle  claufe.  He  compared  the  pre¬ 
fent  bill  with  a  fcheme  that  had  been 
formed  a  few  months  before,  for 
the  transportation  of  the  Africans 
and  Lafcars  to  their  native  country. 
They  had  moft  of  them  laid  about 
the  woods  and  perifhed  ;  and,  he  was 
convinced,  would  have  reioiced  at  an 
opportunity  of  efcaping  back  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  to  become  Haves  to  the 
planters  again.  Since  however  the 
bill  had  been  introduced,  it  fhould 
receive  no  oppofition  from  him. 

The  duke  of  Chandos,  who  poft* 
feifed  confiderable  property,  in  the 
ifland  of  Jamaica,  acquainted  the, 
houfe,  that  he  had  great  reafon  to 
expeft,  that  an  univerfal  infu Erec¬ 
tion  of  negroes  would  take  place  in 
that  iiland,  in  confequence  of  the 
agitation  of  the  prefent  queftion. 
Lord  Heathfteld  declared,  that  the 
bill  was  totally  unnecessary.  He 
faid,  that  he  had  given  much  atten- 
tion  to  the  fubjeft,  and  that  the 
rcfult  of  his  calculations  had  been, 
that  foldiers  in  their  tents  were  al¬ 
lowed  only  about  feventeen  cubical 
feet  of  air  to  each  man,  while  the 
African  haves  were  allowed  full 
thirty  cubical  feet  of  air.  Lord 
Rodney  remarked,  that  the  bill  was 
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founded  in  a  principle  altogether 
abfurd.  The  profit  of  the  mer¬ 
chants  arofe  from  the  number  of 
healthy  Africans  they  landed  in  the 
Weft  Indian  iilands.  It  was  there¬ 
fore  ftrange  we  fhould  imagine,  that 
they  Would  not  attend  to  their  own 
mterefts,  and  take  every  poffible 
care  for  the  prefervation  of  their 
health.  Fie  had  never  heard  of  a 
negro  being  cruelly  treated  during 
all  the  time  that  he  refided  in  the 
Weft  Indies.  Indeed  their  felicity 
was  fuch,  that  he  could  not  fpeak 
of  it  but  in  terms  of  rapture,  and  he 
declared,  he  fhoiftd  exceedingly  re¬ 
joice,  if  an  Englifh  day  labourer 
were  but  half  as  happy. 

The  duke  of  Richmond  under¬ 
took  to  anfwer  the  arguments  of  lord 
Rodney  and  lord  Heathfield.  He 
fa  id  the  reafonincy  from  the  interefts 
of  the  merchants  was  fallacious,  nor 
did  it  become  parliament  to  depend 
upon  conflderat  ions  of  this  fort,  when 
the  exiftence  of  a  number  of  human 
beings  Was  at  flake.  If  four  hun¬ 
dred  Africans  mioht  be  conveyed  in 
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a  Ihip  Without  danger  of  ficknefs, 
the  avarice  of  thofe  concerned  in  the 
traffic  might  induce  them  to  put 
five  hundred  on  board,  fmee,  if  they 
loft  fifty  out  of  the  laft  hundred,  they 
would  ftill  obtain  a  pecuniary  ad¬ 
vantage*  Soldiers,  as  lord  Heath- 
field  had  ftated,  were  frequentlyput 
fix  in  a  tent ;  but  then  they  went 
out  of  it  whenever  they  pleafed, 
they  were  feldom  together  for  any 
long  lpace  of  time,  and  the  canvas 
of  their  tents  was  not  of  fo  clofe  a 
texture  as  to  reduce  the  air  to  the 
i  unwholefome  and  putrefeent  ftate, 
in  which  itexifted  between  the  decks 
'.of  an  African  veflel.  Lord  Stan¬ 
hope  acknowledged,  that:  the  bill 
:  was  not  altogether  free  from  objec- 
■  tioru  The  counfel  at  the  bar  Had 
sifhown  that  the  fcale  of  proportion 
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adopted  in  the  bill  was  eka£fcly  thfld 
reverie  of  the  proportion  it  was  in-* 
tended  to  eftablifh ;  fince  according 
to  this,  a  fhip  of  one  definite  fizaj 
would  carry  two  hundred  and  fifty 
Africans,  and  a  fhip  of  a  greater  fize 
Would  carry  only  two  hundred  and 
twenty-eight.  This  error  however 
it  would  be  eafy  to  remedy  ;  and  a i 
the  principle  of  the  bill  was  founded 
on  the  cleareft  diftates  of  humanity! 
It  Would  furely  be  worth  the  attend 
tion  of  the  houfe  to  render  it  as  wiftj 
and  perfect  as  poffible. 

Marquis  Townfnend  prefied  it 
upon  the  feelings  of  parliament,  that* 
inftead  of  rifing  in  a  few  days,  they 
ought  to  fit  the  Whole  dimmer,  for 
the  purpofe  of  difeovering  means,  at 
leall  to  put  the  Englifh  labourer 
upon  a  footing  equally  favourable 
with  the  Weft  Indian  flaves.  Hd 
difdained  thef  being  influenced  by 
a  ny  report  of  a  probable  infurreftioit 
of  negroes*  When  he  was  doing  a 
thing  incumbent  upon  him  as  a  le- 
gillator.  The  bill  was  farther  dip- 
ported  by  the  earl  of  Carlifle  and 
lord  Loughborough ;  and  the  earl 
of  Sandwich  declared  hlmfeif  in  fa- 
vour  of  the  prefent  meafdre,  though 
he  was  an  enemy  to  the  abolition  of 
the  flave  trade. 

The  duke  of  Richmond  propofed 
a  claufe  in  the  committee  to  intro* 
,duce  that  compenfation  to  the  Afri¬ 
can  merchants,  which  Mr.  Pitt  had 
talked  of  as  a  meafure  hereafter  to  be 
adopted;  and  propofed  the  appoint* 
merit  of  certain cornmiffioners  to  fet¬ 
tle  the  amount  of  that  rornpenfatiom 
Another  claufe  was  inferred  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  to  exempt  t  he  perfons* 
holding  the  affiento  contract  with 
with  the  Spanifh  government,  from 
the  operation  of  the  bilk  Mr.  Pitt' 
defended  the  claufe,  when  the  bill 
was  returned  to  the  houfe  of  com* 
rnons*  remarking,  that,  if  k  had  not 
H  beet? 
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been  inferted,  thefe  individuals  would 
have  become  fubjebt  to  certain  pe¬ 
nalties,  fmce  it  was  not  poffible  for 
them  minutely  to  comply  with  the 
reftrictions  of  the  bill,  though  the 
number  of  Haves  they  were  bound 
to  put  on  board  their  fhips  was  by 
no  means  fo  many,  as  had  bqen  the 
general  practice  of  the  trade.  He 
farther  moved  a  bounty  to  the  own¬ 
er  and  burgeon  of  every  fhipon  board 
which  the  mortality  fhould  not  ex¬ 
ceed  two  in  an  hundred,  and  a  low¬ 
er  bounty,  where  the  mortality  did 
not  extend  beyond  three  in  the  hun¬ 
dred.  The  bill  was  rejected  upon  a 
qneftion  of  privilege,  and  another 
exactly  fimilar  immediately  intro¬ 
duced  ;  and  from  an  overfight  in  the 
ftrubture  of  this  new  bill,  the  fame 
procefs  was  obliged  to  be  repeated  a 
iecpjxd  time.  i 


The  king  put  an  end  to  the  fef- 
fion  on  the  eleventh  of  July  by  a 
fpeech  from  the  throne.  He  con¬ 
gratulated  them  upon  their  uniform 
and  diligent  attention,  and  expreff- 
ed  his  acknowledgments  for  the  li¬ 
berality  of  their  fuppjies.  He  law 
with  concern  the  continuance  of  the 
war  between  Rtiliia  and  the  Porte, 
in  which  the  emperor  had  alfo  taken 
a  part ;  but  he  had  every  reafon  to 
expedt  that  his  fubjedls  would  con¬ 
tinue  to  enjoy  the  bleftings  of  peace ; 
and  the  engagements  he  had  recent¬ 
ly  formed  with  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
and  the  Hates  general  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Provinces,  would,  he  traded,  pro¬ 
mote  the  fecurity  and  welfare  of 
nis  own  dominions,  and  contribute 
to  the  genera]  tranquility  of  Eli-* 
rope. 
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PRINCIPAL  OCCURRENCES 


In  the  Year  1788. 


JAN  U  A  R  Y. 

f.,TJ  EG  ENT  accounts  from  Fre- 
derickfiown,  New  Brunf- 
wick,  fpeak  of  the  riling  profperity'of 
that  infant  colony.  By  theafliftanceof 
government,  and  the  unremitted  in- 
duftrv  of  the  fettlers,  fuch  a  change 
has  been  produced  iince  1 784  on  the 
face  of  the  country,  which  before 
was  wild  and  uninhabited,  as  gives 
the  fairell  profpeft  of  the  future 
Importance  of  that  fettlement. 

2.  Advices  from  Jamaica,  «dated 
Qdtober  27,  mention,  that  about 
twenty  minutes  after  two,  the  pre¬ 
ceding  Sunday  afternoon,  an  earth¬ 
quake  was  felt  at  Montego-Bay  and 
the  neighbouring  parifhes.  It  be¬ 
gan  with  a  rumbling  nolle,  fucceed- 
ed  by  concuffions  refembling  the 
explofion  of  diftant  thunder.  It 
laded  about  ten  or  twelve  feconds, 
but  the  earth  was  feen  to  undulate 
for  fame  time  after.  The  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  town  were  more  or  lefs 
alarmed  by  the  tottering  of  the 
houfes.  The  veffels  in  the  harbour 
were  fenfible  of  the  agitation. 

Bay  of  Honduras ,  Sept.  23.  Tef- 
terday  morning  a  gale  commenced, 
which  continued  increadng  till,  at 
nine  in  the  evening,  it  blew  a  hur- 
Jdcane.  At  this  period  the  houfes 
1788? 


began  to  give  way  on  both  fides  the 
river  Balize,  the  limbs  of  the  trees 
to  be  torn  off,  the  inhabitants,  with 
confirmation,  running  about  for 
refuge,  and  the  rain  pouring  incef- 
lartLy  upon  their  heads  in  full  tor¬ 
rents.  About  ten  the  wind  blew 
with  redouble4  violence.  At  that 
inftant  the  fea  began  to  rife,  and, 
contending  with  the  land-floods, 
every  where  overflowed  the  low 
lands.  The  cries  of  the  women 
and  children,  and  the  floating  o£ 
the  dead  bodies  promifeuoufly  a- 
mong  the  logs  of  mahogany,  exhi¬ 
bited  fuch  a  feene  of  didrefs  as  no 
pen  can  deferibe  ;  nor  wal  the  hor¬ 
ror  in  the  lead  dimini fhed  when  the 
hurricane  abated,  and  the  waters 
fubfided.  A  melancholy  feene  pre- 
fented  itfelf  to  the  unfortunate  fur- 
vivors.  Not  a  Angle  houfe,  hut,  or 
habitation  of  any  kind,  on  either 
fide  the  Balize,  Handing  ;  not  lefs 
than  500  of  different  conftru&ions 
having  been  blown  down,  and  re¬ 
duced  to  a  heap  of  rubbifb.  The 
dead  bodies  of  many  who  bad  pe- 
rifhed  in  endeavouring  to  gain  the 
heights,  the  carcales  of  hogs,  goats, 
and  cattle,  all  ferved  to  heighten 
the  calamity.  Out  of  fifteen  fqu are- 
rigged  veflels,  befides  fchooners, 
fmall  craft,  and  ©ther  veflels?  eleven 
(A  2) 
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of  them  were  totally  loll,  and  more 
than  100  perfons  perilled.  Such 
a  deplorable  cataftrophe  never  be¬ 
fore  befel  any  fett lenient  in  theWeft- 
ern  hemiiphere, 

Edinburgh ,  Dec*  22 .  The  court 
of  feffion,  a  few  days  ago,  deter¬ 
mined  a  ferious  caufe,  the  queftion 
which  gave  rife  to  it  amounting  to 
^he  enormous  fum  of  three  pence  iter- 
ling  !  However  trifling  this  caufe 
may  appear  at  hr  ft  view,  it  is  of 
great  importance  to  the  retail  tra¬ 
ders,  and  others  in  this  country, 
who  have  long  had  much  trouble  in 
^heir  bufinefs  about  the  copper 
coinage.  It  has  for  near  three  years 
been  a  practice  of  many  perfons  to 
refufe  the  copper  coin  of  his  prefent 
majefly  ;  and  in  the  year  1785,  fe- 
veral  traders  in  Jedburgh,  as  well 
as  in  other  places,  entered  into  an 
aflociation  to  refufe,  without  dif- 
tindion,  all  the  half-pence  of  his 
prefent  majefly.  John  Hall,  tackf- 
man  of  the  toll-bar  at  Newton, 
went  into  the  fhop  of  John  Biller- 
well,  dean  of  guild  of  Jedburgh, 
one  of  the  affociators,  and  bought 
fome  tobacco,'  for  which  he  offered 
fix  genuine  half-pence  of  the  coin¬ 
age  of  George  III  which  the  (hop- 
keeper  knocked  out  of  his  hand, 
and  afterwards  took  them  from  the 
floor,  and  returned  them  to  John 
Hall,  with  a  good  deal  of  abuflve 
language,  laying,  he  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  halfpence  of  the 
prefent  reign,  and  took  back  his 
tobacco.  John  Hall  and  the  pro¬ 
curator  lifeal  for  the  county  brought 
an  adfion  again fl  Mr.  Billerwellfor 
damages  and  expences.  The  flier  iff 
found,  tnat  44  the  defender,  keep¬ 
ing  a  public  fhop,  was  bound  to  de¬ 
liver  the  tobacco  demanded,  to  ac¬ 
cept  in  payment  the  true  coin  of 
George  III.  and  that  the  refufin^ 
thereof  was  illegal  ;  and  therefore 
found  the  defender  liable  in  one 


penny  damages,  and  in  full  ex¬ 
pences  of  proeefs.” 

The  matter  was  then  brought  be¬ 
fore  the  court  of  feffion  ;  and  the 
lord  ordinary  ordered  the  halfpence 
that  had  been  offered  in  payment  to 
be  fubmitted  to  affay-mafters  in  Edin¬ 
burgh,  to  fee  if  they  were  genuine; 
who  returned  a  report,  that  they 
could  not  with  certainty  fay  whether 
they  were  real  or  counterfeit.  The 
half-pence  were  then  fentto  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  mint  in  London  for  infpec- 
(ion,  who  returned  a  report,  44  That 
the  faid  halfpence  are  not  without 
fufpicion,  though  they  believed 
them  to  be  good  ;  that  they  had 
loft  the  nicer  marks  by  which  the 
cpjeflion  might  be  determined  with 
certainty  ;  but  that,  after  examin¬ 
ing  them  attentively,  and  confult- 
ing  with  the  affay-mafters,  gravers, 
and  other  moneyeis  cf  that  office, 
they  had  good  reafon  to  believe  the 
faid  fix  halfpence  to  be  all  genuine 
coins,  and  not  counterfeits,”  The 
lord  ordinary,  after  this  report,  af- 
Ibilzled  the  defender  from  the  ac¬ 
tion,  and  found  expences  due  to 
neither  of  the  parties. 

The  matter  was  then  brought  un¬ 
der  the  confidential!  of  the  whole 
lords.  The  defender  ftated  in  big 
defence,  that  no  pei  fon  is  bound  to  . 
diipofe  of  his  goods,  till  he  is  per-  ( 
fectly  fati sided  with  what  he  gets  in 
return.  The  court  of  feffion,  how¬ 
ever,  took  up  the  c.iufe  upon  th«. 
general  ground  of  the  illegal  affix* 
elation,  and  were  pleafed  to  44  ad¬ 
here  to  the  lord  ordinary’s  interlo¬ 
cutor,  io  far  as  concerns  John  Hall, 
the  private  petitioner  ;  but  found  the 
combination  entered  into  by  the 
refpondent,  not  to  receive  in  pay¬ 
ment  the  copper  coin  of  his  prefent 
majefly  was  illegal,  and,  therefore, 
fined  him  five  pounds  to  the  poor  of 
Jedburgh,  and  found  him  liable, 
alfo,  to  fuch  expgnces,  as  the  pro¬ 
curator- 
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curator-fifcai  fhould  depone  he  laid 
out  previous  to  the  date  of  his  in- 
tes locator,  which  was  afterwards 
modified  by  the  lord  ordinary  to 
fixteen  pounds  fterlingi  Mr*  Bil- 
lerweii  gave  in  a  reclaiming  petition 
againft  this  deciiion  ;  but  the  court 
refufed  it,  and  thus  afcertained  a 
point  of  fuch  importance  to  the  re¬ 
tail  traders. 

Plymouth ,  Dec,  27.  The  Pegafus 
frigate,  capt.  prince  William  Henry, 
arrived  here  from  Cork.  On  his 
palfage  his  royal  highnefs  experi¬ 
enced  the  effeds  of  a  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  phenomenon  A  thunder- 
itorm  broke  over  the  fli  p  fo  violent¬ 
ly,  as  to  tear  fome  of  the  fails,  and 
ftiiver  the  main-mad,  fo  as  to  ren¬ 
der  it  necelfary  for  a  new  mail  to 
be  funplied.  The  feafon  ©f  the 

year  makes  the  circumftance  me- 

* 

morable* 

Whitby ,  Dec ,  29,  The  eaftern  ex¬ 
tremity  of  this  town  is  iituated  on 
if  rat  a  of  alum,  rock,  and  freefone, 
covered  with  a  loofe  foil,  that  has 
gradually  accumulated  to  the  depth 
of  fourteen  feet,  by  lapfes  in  wet 
feafons  from  a  high  and  deep  cliff 
running  parallel  to,  and  at  a  final! 
diftance  from,  the  edge  of  the  pre¬ 
cipice  next  the  fea.  This  has  im¬ 
perceptibly  formed  an  elplanade 
300  yards  long,  and  80  in  breadth  5 
on  which,  in  1  76  r ,  the  foundations 
of  a  regular  ffreet  were  laid.  The 
buildings  have  fmee  rapidly  in- 
ereafed  to  the  number  of  130,  con¬ 
taining  above  a  thoufand  inhabitants; 
On  the  north-eaft  point  of  this  plain 
food  a  three-gun  battery,  part  of 
which  in  1783  lliding  into  the  fea, 
the  cannon  were  removed  ;  at  the 
fame  time  a  narrow  deep  chafm  of 
confiderable  length  was  obferved  to 
run  behind  the  houfes  in  a  line  with 
the  bafe  of  the  high  cliff.  Into  this 
aperture,  the  rain-water  entering, 
began  to  $0  -operate  with  innumer¬ 


able  quick  fprings  below  ;  the  feed$ 
of  deftrudtion,  although  llightly 
obferved,  were  diffufively  fown ; 
and  prepared  thole,  not  fo  fanguine 
in  their  hopes  as  the  poor  people 
interelied,  to  expedf  fuch  a  terrible 
cataftrophe  as  happened  on  the  24th. 
of  this  month.  At  midnight*  d. 
ffrong  new-built  quay;  fupporting 
a  pile  of  building  eighty  leet  above 
the  margin  of  the  fea,  unable  tc? 
fuftain  the  preffure  of  the  earth 
above,  menaced  approaching  dan¬ 
ger.  The  people  had  hardly  time 
to  efcape  with  their  cloaths,  be¬ 
fore  it  bowed,  and  fell  with  a 
thundering  crafh,  followed  by  large 
jBaffes  of  earth  intermixed  with 
ifones  of  three  to  fix  tons  in  weight; 
Five  houfes  moie  foon  fliared  the 
fame  fate,  torn  from  others  which, 
were  left  impending  in  different  in¬ 
clinations  over  the  tremendous  pre¬ 
cipice.  t 

Next  morning  prefented  a  more 
affecting  fcenei  buildings  parting 
from  their  adjoining  ones,  forming 
rents  from  their  roofs  to  the  founda¬ 
tions  feveral  leet  wide;  others  partly 
gone, leaving  the;  r  unfupported  walls 
and  hanging  rafters  to  follow  ;  and 
to  add  to  this  diftrefs,  weighty  por¬ 
tions  of  earth  and  ftones  began  to 

<3 

defeend  from  the  high  cliff  upoii 
the  houfes  Iituated  at  it?  foot.  It 
was  now  dangerous  to  advance  near; 
the  back  buiklirigs  were  foon  bu« 
tied,  and  the  fronts  impelled  to¬ 
wards  the  ffreet,  overhanging  their 
bales,  and  feeming  to  threaten  the 
acceleration  of  thole  on  the  oppo¬ 
site  fide  over  the  wafting  rock. 

Upon  the  high  cliff,  about  thirty- 
yards  from  its  extremity,  Hands  the 
mafty  old  church,  founded  1100 
years  ago,  by  one  of  the  Northum¬ 
brian  kings.  This  venerable  pile 
appeared  in  imminent  danger,  a& 
the  ground  was  obferved  to  link  at 
at  ten  yards  diftance  from  its  tower. 
{ A  3)  Shesict 
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Should  this  part  of  the  church-yard 
give  way,  a  body  of  earth,  whole 
Surface  contains  above  two  acres, 
muft  inevitably  overwhelm  the  re¬ 
maining  buildings  in  Henrietta- 
Street.  But  this  view,  although 
awful,  was  little,  compared  with 
the  affecting  exclamations  of  above 
200  poor  people,  who  e leaped  half 
naked,  with  a  fcanty  portion  of 
their  omods  from  the  general  wreck* 
The  feeling  heart  will  eafiiy  ima¬ 
gine  how  diftreffing  the  appearance 
of  numbers  of  the  lick  and  dying 
muft  be-,  carried  by  their  friends, 
perhaps,  to  expire  in  the  firft  hos¬ 
pitable  place  of  fhelter. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-fix  fa¬ 
milies  were  now  definite,  in  this 
inclement  feafon,  of  houfe,  fire,  or 
wood.  The  doors  of  the  humane 
were  thrown  open,  and  every  com¬ 
fort  adminifiered*  > 

A  hbeml  Subscription  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  Sufferers  has  been  begun 
by  the  principal  inhabitants  •  but 
this  will  by  no  means  be  adequate 
to  the  loSs  Suftained  by  the  late  pro¬ 
prietors  and  their  tenants.  One 
perSon,  whoSe  rentals  amounted  to 
lool.  annually,  cannot  now  find  the 
place  on  which  his  property  ftoodo 

3*  Dr,  Kaye,  the  p.-eSent  dean  of 
Lincoln,  finding  in  his  parifli,  near 
Sherwood  Foreft,  th  tee  poor  fami¬ 
lies,  having  from  ten  to  twelve  chil¬ 
dren  in  each,  claimed  the  tenth 
child  from  each  family,  and  the  pa¬ 
rents  joyfully  complying  with  his 
demand,  the  dodlor  has  taken  them 
under  his  prote&iuii,  and' humanely 
feeds,  clothes,  and  educates  them. 

The  people  called  Quakers  have, 
in  Several  inftances, Shewn  moft  laud¬ 
able  examples  to  the  reft  of  man¬ 
kind  :  they  have  lately  made  a  won¬ 
derful  addition  to  the  ftock  of  hu¬ 
man  liberty;  the  people  of  that 
pro feflj on  in  America  have  difeharg- 
ed  their  Slaves,  made  them  freemen, 
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eredted  a  very  capital  School  at  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  for  their  inftrudfion,  Which 
they  have  liberally  endowed,  and 
Such  of  thefe  poor  Africans  as  choofe 
to  continue  in  Service,  are  paid 
wages,  and  placed  on  the  fame  foot¬ 
ing  with  the  whites.  Does  not  this 
prove  their  juftice  and  humanity  ; 
and  may  not  this  be  the  means  of 
transmitting  liberty  and  happinefs 
to  nations  yet  unborn  ?  By  this 
means  they  will  be  converted  to 
Chriftianity,  and  by  the  mild  and 
uniform  operation  of  Chriftian 
principles,  Slavery  itfelf  will  at 
length  be  totally  aboliflied. 

5.  The  week  before  the  holidays 
the  duke  of  Gloucefter  paid  a  vifit 
to  his  fon  prince  William,  at  Cam¬ 
bridge,  where  Jae  Spent  two  days, 
and  Seemed  highly  pleafed  both  with 
thevifible  improvement  in  the  young 
prince’s  mind  and  manners,  and  the 

^arrangement  made  for  his  future 
education ,  During  his  ftay  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  his  royal  highnefs  vifited  th® 
vice-chancellor  and  Dr.  Beadon, 
but  the  piince  did  not  return  to 
town  with  him* 

The  prince  is  entered  at  Trinity 
college,  and  occupies  the  chambers 
late  in  the  poffeflion  of  the  duke  of 
Bedford.  His  private  tutor  is  Dr* 
Walefby,  who  attended  him  him  in 
that  capacity  abroad. 

The  only  diftimftion  between  thsr 

m  j 

prince  and  a  gentleman  commoner, 
in  his  academical  pnrfuits,  is,  thatr 
he  is  allowed  a  coach  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  relaxing  himfelf  from  his  ftu*» 
dies,  when  the  weather  is  fo  bad  as 
to  prevent  his  riding  ;  and  his  hav¬ 
ing  levees  every  Saturday  morning, 
where  the  mailers  and  Several  of  the 
heads  of  the  colleges,  pay  their 
compliments. 

His  majefty  is  at  the  whole  ex* 
pence  of  the  prince’s  education. 

6.  Mr.  Rigby,  in  the  village  of 
Miftiey,  has  nearly  effected  in  real- 
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hy  what  Shrnflo.ie  had  in  idea — to 
form  a  neig  .bourhocd  where  all  at 
once  ihouU  be  his  dependents  and 
his  i  lends.  In  the  parifil  of  Mid- 
ley,  aimod  every  inhabitant  is  his 
tenant,  and  therefore  eafy  in  their 
cireum nances,  and  happy  in  their 
h: nation  ;  he  regulates  their  inte- 
rtv 3,  and  adjufts  their  difagree- 
inent-  ;  .  nd  in  the  village,  which 
he  has  railed  from  insignificance  and 
ai  jeet  poverty  to  a  place  of  real 
imp  or  tan  c,  he  t  kes  care  fo  far  to 
regulate  the  members  in  each  branch 
of  trade,  that  it  {hall  not  be  over- 
hocked.  After  fu.ch  in  (lances  of 
friendly  attention  in  the  benevolent 
proprietor,  it  is  aimed  unnecellary 
to  fay,  that,  to  this  didrict,  a ofo- 
lute  want  is  totally  a  (l ranger. 

9.  A  great  broiling  match,  on 
which  upwards  of  20,000  L  depend¬ 
ed  was  fought  at  Odiarn,  between 
Daniel  Mendoza,  a  jew,  and  Rich¬ 
ard  Humphreys,  both  celebrated 
in  the  fcience ,  now  revived^  and 
much  m  vogue  ;  when,  after  a  fe~ 
vere  conteft  of  29  minutes,  victory 
declared  for  the  latter. 

Northampton ,  j  an*  7.  Yefterday 
was  difiributed  to  the  poor  at 
Green’s  Norton,  in  this  county, 
the  fum  of  61.  19s.  8d.  being  the 
third  parts  of  feveral  penalties  le¬ 
vied  on  a  number  of  people  called 
Methodids,  under  the  ftatute  22 
Charles  II.  for  unlawfully  ademb- 
hng  in  the  dreets  of  the  faid  parifh. 
By  theie  convictions  it  is  afeenain- 
ed,  that  ail  affemblies  held  in  the 
frreets,  or  in  any  place  not  properly 
licenfed,  are  unlawful ;  and  the 
parties  prefent,  if  amounting  to  the 
number  of  five  (as  well  the  hearers 
as  the  preachers),  are  liable  to  the 
feveral  penalties  impofed  by  the 
faid  act. 

19.  An  order  of  council  pablifh- 
vd,  authorizing  and  commanding 


the  ufc  of  a  new  Pharmacopoeia 
Coilegii  Regalis  Londinenfis. 

21.  The  French  commiffioners, 
who,  during  lad  fummer,  vifited 
all  the  hofpitals  in  this  kingdom* 
have  been  received  at  Paris  and 
Ver failles,  both  by  the  king  and 
the  Academy  of  Sciences,  with  the 
mod  flattering  applaufe.  They 
have  already  laid  at  th£  foot  of  th& 
throne  a  fhort  analyfis  of  their  re¬ 
port,  wffiich  they  are  preparing  for 
the  prefs ;  the  Englifli  are  fpoken 
of  in  terms  of  enthufiafm  ;  exalted 
above  ihe  ordinary  limits  of  praife  ; 
they  fay  no  one  difeafe  Or  accident* 
incidental  to  the  human  frame,  i» 
here  left  neglected  by  the  great  and 
opulent.  The  four  hofpitals  to  be 
built  on  our  plans,  near  the  city  o£ 
Paris,  have  been  already  fubferibed 
for  to  a  very  confiderable  amount* 
A  Dieu  Merci^  for  all  accidents  ;■ 
a  general  hofpital,  for  all  maladies  j 
a  lunatic  hofpital,  on  the  model  ©£ 
ours  in  Old-dreet  ;  and  one  for  ths 
fmalFpox  and  inoculation,  on  the 
model  of  that  at  Pancras.  Four 
thouRnd  young  people  of  both 
fexes  have  received  inoculation  in. 
the  Englilh  manner  fince  the  com* 
milfioners  returned. 

20.  Among  the  feveral  returns 
made  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  in. 
compliance  with  Mr.  Gilbert’s  bill, 
was  one  from  a  poor  Welch  curate, 
who,  after  delineating  the  didrelTes 
of  his  poor  neighbours,  adds,  “  But 
their  didrelTes  cannot  be  greater 
than  mine  are  ;  I  have  a  wife  who 
is  far  advanced  in  her  pregnancy  t 
I  have  around  me  nine  poor  chil* 
dien,  for  whom  I  never  yet  could 
procure  (hoe  or  docking  ;  it  is  with 
difficulty  I  edn  fupply  them  with 
food;  my  income  is  35I.  per  an¬ 
num  ;  and  for  this  I  do  the  duty  of 
four  parities.”  The  letter  here 
alluded  to,  had  a  wonderful  effect 
(A  4)  upoft 
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upon  the  whole  committee,,  Mr. 
Gilbert,  with  that  benevolence 
which  has  long  characterized  him, 
immediately  tranfmitted  to  the  poor 
curate  a  bank  note  for  a  temporary 
fupply.  The  letter  has  been  fhewn 
to  their  majeilies ;  enquiry  has 
been  made  as  to  the  moral  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  man,  and  provifion  will 
be  made  for  him  as  foon  as  poffi- 
ble. 

[Soon  after ,  the  duke  of  Chandos 
humanely  conferred  upon  tljis  worthy 
man  a  livhig  of  !  zcL  per  annum .] 

22,  The  following  is  inferted 
from  one  of  the  country  papers,  as 
a  circumf  ance  of  very  ferious  im¬ 
portance. 

A  Caution.— One  whofe  afflic¬ 
tions  may  be  fuppofed  to  fpeak  mod; 
forcibly,  intreats  the  confectioners 
and  gingerbread  bakers  who  may 
read  this  advertifement,  never  more 
to  ufe  what  is  termed  by  them  troll¬ 
ing  their  cakes,  in  order  to  (hew 
their  fweetmeat's  to  greater  advan¬ 
tage,  and  by  this  means  tempt  un¬ 
wary  children  to  flow,  but  certain 
deftruCtion.  The  Alining  particles 
which  they  ufe  for  this  purpofe  are 
nothing  but  minute  particles  of  co¬ 
loured  glafs,  whofe  terrible  and  de* 
flrudive  confluences  have  depriv¬ 
ed  me  of  a  little  cherubim. 

A  Mother.” 

Lord  George  Gordon  was 
brought  up,  to  receive  theientence 
of  the  court  upon  two  convictions : 
ill,  On  an  info.mation  for  libels 
on  the  queen  of  France  and  Monf. 
Barthelemy  ;  and  2d,  On  the  cri¬ 
minal  juftice  of  this  country. 

His  lordfliip  did  not  plead  him- 
felf  (as  ufual )  on  this  occalion  ; 
but  trufled  his  caufe  to  the  care  of 
Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Dallas,  who 
left  nothing  unfaid  which  could  in 
any  manner  tend  to  mitigate  his  pit- 
miihment ;  nor  did  the  attoraey-gene- 


£  January* 

ral  fay  a  word  more  than  the  duty  of 
his  office  required,  to  aggravate  it. 

The  court  pointed  out  the  nature 
and  tendency  of  the  offences  for 
which  his  lordfliip  was  to  receive 
judgment,  and  then  proceeded  to 
pals  fentence,  which  wasp  for  th§» 
flrft  indictment,  three  years  impri- 
fonment ;  and  for  the  fecond,  two 
years ;  at  the  expiration  of  which 
he  is,  befide  paying  a  fine  of  500I. 
to  find  two  fureties  in  2500I.  each 
and  himfelf  to  be  bound  in  a  recog¬ 
nizance  of  io,oool. 

His  lordfliip  both  in  drefs  and 
appearance  made  a  very  grotefque 
figure;  be  was  wrapt  up  in  a  great 
coat,  his  hair  lank  as  ufual,  bis 
beard  at  leaft  three  inches  long,  and 
his  countenance  folemn  and  fanCti- 
monious.  He  received  his  fentence 
feemingly  with  great  humility.  See 
DoL  viii.  for  178 J.p.  (25.) 

Dublin,  Jan.  31.  This  day  Ro¬ 
bert  Keon,  efq.  was  brought  up  to 
the  court  of  king’s  bench,  to  re¬ 
ceive  fentence  for  the  murder  ot 
George  Nugent  Reynolds,  efq. 
The  circumftances  of  this  murder 
were  the  following  :  thole  two  gen¬ 
tlemen  went  out  to  fight  a  duel,  and 
when  Mr.  Reynolds,  previous  to 
coming  to  aCtion,  was  in  the  aCf  of 
faluting  Mr.  Keon  with  his  hat  in 
his  hand,  wifliing  him  a  good  morn¬ 
ing,  the  latter  fired  his  piftol,  and 
fliot  him  through  the  head.  Upon, 
this,  Mr.  Plunkett,  Mr,  Reynolds’’ 
fecond,  called  out,  44  A  horrid  mui> 
der  !”  On  which  Keon’s  brother  re¬ 
plied,  44  If  you  don’t  like  it,  take 
that,”  and  fnapped  a  piftol  at  Mr, 
Plunkett,  which  luckily  did  not  go 
off.  The  jury  found  Mr.  Keon 
guilty  in  November  laft  ;  but  his 
counfel  moved  an  arreft  of  judg¬ 
ment,  and  pleaded  feveral  errors  in 
the  different  proceedings  to  flop  the 
f^me&ce.  The  court,  after  the  molt 
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folemn.  arguments,  were  plcafed  to 
over- rule  all  the  objections,  and 
palled  fentence  of  death  upon  him 
according  to  the  verdict. 

31,  This  month  died  at  Bryng- 
wyn,  in  Radnorfnire,  Mr.  Edward 
Gour,  aged  103  ;  in  Whitechapel, 
in  his  104th  year,  Daniel  Prim, 
who  about  fourteen  years  ago,  fol¬ 
lowed  his  buftnefs  as  a  weaver  ;  in 
Adam-ftreet,  Portman-fquare,  Mrs. 
Pockiington,  aged  105  ;  at  his  foil’s 
houfe,  in  Buckinghamfhire,  Jona¬ 
than  Simp  fan,  efq.  aged  113;  at 
Galloway,  aged  1 14,  Patrick  Con¬ 
nolly,  efq.  and  at  Kilmarnock,  Ja¬ 
net  Allan,  aged  105* 

FEBP.UA  r  y. 

3,  The  French  king’s  edidt,  con¬ 
cerning  the  P rote  Hants  was  regiltered 
on  the  29th  of  January.  It  con- 
iilts  of  thirty -feven  articles ;  of 
which  twenty-four  refpedt  the  ne- 
ceffary  detail  of  marriages,  births, 
baptifms,  and  burials ;  the  others 
fpeeify,  that  proteftants  are  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  clergy  of  the  French 
church— that  the  police  and  muni¬ 
cipal  regulations  are  to  be  obeyed 
-—that  the  eftablifhed  officers  of  the 
French  church  fliall  never  be  inter¬ 
rupted,-— and  that  the  proteftants 
fliall  be  incapable  of  any  a£t  as  an 
incorporated  community. 

Marriage,  according  to  this  edidl, 
may  be  folemnized  by  declaration 
before  the  civil  magiftrate,  as  well 
as  by  the  vicar.  One  or  two  of  the 
afkings  of  the  banns  may  be  dif- 
penfed  with.  Ill  the  firft  in  dance, 
the  different  fees  amount  to  ten 
livres  ten  fous  ;  in  the  fecond,  they 
are  four  livres  ten  fous ;  both  in¬ 
cluding  a  certificate. 

Naples ,  Feb.  1.  On  the  24th  ult, 
in  the  evening,  all  on  a  hidden,  the 
fuperior  mouth  of  mount  Vefuvius 
emitted  an  immeafe  column  of  black 


fmoke  in  the  form  of  a  pine-tree, 
at  the  branches  of  which  were  feen 
inflamed  llones,  which  were  thrown 
a  great  height,  and  fometiraes  they 
appeared  like  flieaves  of  fire,  during 
which  the  noife  in  the  earth,  and 
the  violent  repeated  fhocks  of  earth¬ 
quakes,  caufed  the  greateft  coulter-' 
nation  amongft  the  inhabitants  of 
the  environs. 

On  the  26th,  the  volcano  having 
opened  a  mouth  at  the  foot  of  the 
fuperior  mountain  oppofite  Somma, 
the  lava  flowed  out  in  abundance 
into  the  valley,  where  it  has  already 
formed  a  lake  of  fire  one  mile  and 
a  half  in  circumference. 

Paris ,  Jan .  3  1 ,  We  learn  that 
the  courts  of  France,  Naples,  and 
Turin,  have  agreed  to  pay  no  lon¬ 
ger  to  the  pope  the  dues  of  annates, 
which  bring  1  5,000,000  of  livres 
to  the  holy  fee  every  year. 

13.  This  day  being  appointed  for 
the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  War¬ 
ren  Haftings,  efq.  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons-,  about  eleven  o’clock,  preced¬ 
ed  by  the  managers  of  the  impeach¬ 
ment,  came  from  their  own  houfe 
into  the  hall,  The  managers  were 
dreft,  the  rell  of  the  members  in 
their  ufual  undrefs.  Mr.  Burke  led 
the  proceilion,  and  they  took  their 
feats  on  the  green  benches. 

Half  an  hour  after,  the  lords 
moved  from  their  own  chamber  of 
parliament  :  the  clerks  of  parlia¬ 
ment  firft,  the  mailers  of  chancery 
following  them,  next  the  ferjeants, 
then  the  judges ;  after  them  a  he¬ 
rald,  and  then  the  elded  fons  of 
peers  and  peers  minor;  then,  after 
the  ufhers,  the  barons,  bifhaps,  vif- 
counts,  earls,  ma-quiffes,  dukes, 
the  archbifliops,  and  the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor.  The  proceilion  clofed  with 
the  royal  family,  the  fon  of  the 
duke  of  Gloucefter  walking  firft, 
and  the  prince  of  Wales  lad.  In 
paling  to  their;  feats  they  took 

off 
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off  their  hats,  and  bowed  to  the 
throne. 

Having  taken  their  feats,  the  fer- 
jeant  at  arms  made  proclamation, 
commanding  file  nee,  and  called  up¬ 
on  Warren  Hail  mgs,  efq.  to  come 
into  court, 

Mr.  Ha  dings  accordingly  came 
into  cou  t,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Sullivan  and  Mr.  Sumner,  his  two 
bail,  and  kneeling  at  the  bar  in  the 
bos  aftigned  to  him,  he  was  ordered 
to  rife,  which  he  accordingly  did. 

The  ferjeant  at  arms  then  made 
proclamation  : 

<s  Oyez,  Oyez,  Oyez.  Whereas 
charges  or  high  crimes  and  mifde- 
meanors  have  been  exhibited  bv  the 

rf 

hon.  the  houfe  of.  commons  in  the 
name  of  themfelves  and  of  all  the 
commons  of  Great  Britain,  againff 
Warren  Haftings,  efq.  all  perfons 
concerned  are  to  take  notice  that  he 
now  Hands  upon  his  trial,  and  they 
may  come  forth  in  order  to  make 
good  the  faid  charges.” 

The  lord  chancellor  then  addreff- 
ed  the  prifoner  as  follows ; 
lc  Warren  Hallings, 

e<  You  ft  and  at  the  bar  of  this 
court  charged  with  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors,  a  copy  of  which  has 
been  delivered  to  you  ;  you  have 
been  allowed  counfel,  and  a  long¬ 
time  has  been  given  to  you  for  v our 
defence;  but  this  is  not  to  be  con- 
fidgred  as  a  particular  indulgence 
to  you,  as  it  arofe  from  the  necef- 
iitv  of  the  cafe,  the  crimes  with 
which  you  are  charged  being  dated 
to  have  been  committed  in  a  diftant 
place.  Thele  charges  contain  the 
mod  weighty  allegations,  and  they 
come  from  the  higheft  authority  : 
this,  eirvumftance,  however,  thou  oh. 
it  carries  with  it  the  moil  ferious 
importance,  is  not  to  prevent  you 
from  making  your  defence  in  a  firm 
and  collected  manner,  in  the  confi- 
*h  nee  that,  as  a  Britifh  fubjedt,  you 
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are  entitled  to,  amd  will  receive, 
full  juftice  from  a  Britiili  court.” 

To  which  Mr.  Haftings  made  the 
following  anfwer  : 

“  My  lords, 

(i  I  am  co  ne  to  this  high  tribu¬ 
nal  equally  impreffed  with  a  confi¬ 
dence  in  my  own  integrity,  and  in 
the  juftice  of  the  court  before  which. 
1  if  and.” 

The  clerks  of  the  court  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  read  the  charges  and  the. 
anfwers,  which  they  did  as  long  as 
they  had  day-light ;  and  ah  oat  a 
quarter  paft  five,  had  come  to  the 
end  of  the  feventh  charge  and  an- 
fwer,  when  the  lord  chancellor 
moved,  that  the  lords  fliould  ad¬ 
journ  to  their  own  chamber  of  par¬ 
liament.  They  accordingly  with¬ 
drew  in  the  order  in  which  they 
came. 

Her  majeftyq  with  the  four  elder 
princeffes,  fat  in  the  centre  of  the 
duke  of  Newcaftle’s  box.  The 
queen  was  waited  on  by  the  duchefs 
of  Ancafter,  lady  Holdernefs,  lord 
Aylefbury,  &c.  She  was  dr  eft  plain 
without  diamonds,  and  coming 
without  ftate  the  ufual  etiquette  was 
dilpenfed  with,  and  die  buffered  the 
ladies  above  mentioned,  with  the 
young  daughters  of  lady  Lincoln, 
to  fit  on  the  fame  feat  with  her. 

Dublin ,  Feb.  16.  This  day  Ro¬ 
bert  Keon,  efq.  was  brought  out 
from  the  New  Gaol,  and  executed 
according  to  his  feritence.  He  be¬ 
haved  with  fuitablc  decorum,  and 
feemed  refigned  to  his  melancholy 
fate.  See  p.  (8.) 

19. This  day, at  a  half-yearly  court 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  Bank 
flock,  the  governor  acquainted  the 
proprietors,  that  as  this  was  the 
time  when  the  dividends  are  ufually 
decl  ared,  it  was  the  unanimous  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  directors,  that  the  next 
half  yearly  dividend,  ending  the 
25th.  in  ft  ant,  fliould  be  three  pounds 

ten 
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ten  fhillings,  which  makes  the  in- 
creafe  of  the  dividend  on  that  Hock 
at  the  rate  or  one  per  cent . 

23.  Came  011  to  be  tried  at  Weft- 
miniler  a  caufe,  Kendal  verfus  Miles 
Peter  Andrews,  efq,  very  necef- 
fary  to  be  attended  to,  as  (imilar 
cafes  daily  occur.  The  plaintiff 
was  a  dealer  in  hay,  who,  by  the 
order  of  Mr.  Andrews’s  coachman, 
had  brought  in  various  loads  of  hay, 
which,  it  was  not  denied,  had  been 
confumed  by  Mr.  Andrews’s  horfes. 
Kendal,  however,  acknowledged 
he  had  never  feen  Andrews,  and 
trufted  him  by  order  of  his  coach¬ 
man,  44  becaufe  it  was  the  cuflom 
of  the  trade.”  It  appeared,  how¬ 
ever,  that  Mr.  Andrews  had  always 
given  his  coachman  money  to  pay 
for  the  hay,  and  his  coachman  had 
brought  him  forged  receipts.  Oil 
Kendal’s  bringing  in  his  bill,  the 
coachman  denied  any  knowledge  of 
him,  and  abfconded.  But  the  plain¬ 
tiff  pleaded,  that  he  had  delivered 
hay  for  defendant’s  ufe,  and  that 
defendant’s  horfes  had  confumed  it ; 
of  courfe  it  was  infilled  by  Mr. 
Bearcroft,  the  plaintiff’s  counfei, 
that  Mr.  Andrews  muft  pay  for  it. 
But  Mr.  Erfkine,  counfei  for  the 
defendant,  infilled,  that  unleis  a 
general  authority  can  be  proved  or 
implied  to  be  given  by  a  mailer  to 
a  fervant  to  order  goods  without 
his  knowledge,  the  mailer  was  not 
compelled  by  law  to  pay  for  goods 
ordered.  lie  admitted,  that  fuch 
authority  was  implied ,  if  the  mafler 
had  once  paid  a  debt  which  had 
been  fo  incurred.  Were  it  other- 
wife,  and  gentlemen  of  fortune 
were  to  be  made  aniwerable  for  the 
general  orders  of  their  fervants,  no 
gentleman  could  be  fafe.  A  fer- 
vant  might  order  goods  of  one 
tradefman  and  fell  part  to  another, 
and  fo  from  tradefman  to  trade!'- 
rna«j  till  an  boned  gentleman  might 


be  undone  before  he  knew  that  he 
was  in  debt.  In  this  idea  he  was 
joined  by  the  whole  court  ;  and  the 
verdict  was  in  favour  of  the  de¬ 
fendant. 

Mr.  Erfkine  di (played  great  in¬ 
genuity  in  expofing  the  combina¬ 
tion  of  fervants  with  petty  tradef- 
men  to  impofe  upon  families ;  and 
laid  it  down,  as  the  fafety  as  well 
as  duty  of  every  hone  it  tradefman, 
firit  to  acquaint  the  mailer  before 
he  fent  in  goods  to  the  order  of  the 
fervant. 

Rome ,  Feb ,  1.  On  the  31ft  ult. 
died  here  prince  Charles  Edward 
Lewis  Caftmir  Stewart.  His  bro¬ 
ther,  the  cardinal  of  York,  ordered 
his  body  to  be  conveyed  to  Frel- 
cati,  and  was  to  go  himfeif  the  next; 
day  to  aiTiil  at  high  mafs,  and  per¬ 
form  the  lafl  duties  at  his  fuller  1. 

Prince  Charles,  fin.ee  the  death 
of  his  father  in  176$,  affirmed  the 
title  of  king  of  England.  He  was 
commonly  known  on  the  continent 
by  the  name  of  the  chevalier  de  St. 
George,  and  in  England  by  that  of 
the  Young  Pretender.  He  was  juft 
iixty-feven  years  and  two  months 
old  on  the  day  of  his  death.  He 
was  Ior  to  James  Francis,  prince  of 
Wales,  fon  to  James  II.  who  was 
recognifed  by  many  courts  of  Eu¬ 
rope  as  king  of  England  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  death  of  his  father  ; 
as  fuch,  he  received  kingly  honours, 
had  his  palace  and  his  guards  ;  and 
enjoyed  the  privilege  allowed  by 
the  pope  to  catholic  kings,  of  be¬ 
llowing  a  certain  number  of  cardi¬ 
nals  hats.  But  kis  fon,  prince 
Charles,  who  lately  died,  did  not 
enjoy  thofe  honours :  he  was  in¬ 
deed  called  prince  of  Wales,  dur¬ 
ing  the  life  of  his  father ;  but,  af¬ 
ter  that  event,  he  would  no  longer 
bear  that  title,  and  the  catholic 
courts  would  not  ftyle  him  king;  fo 
that  his  fit  nation  was  more  agreeable 
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before  his  father’s  death  than  it  has 
ever  been  iince. 

His  mother  was  the  greatefl  for¬ 
tune  in  Europe.  She  was  the  prin- 
cefs  Maria  Clementina  Sobiefki, 
grand-daughter  of  the  famous  John 
Sobiefki,  king  of  Poland,  who  beat 
the  Turks  near  Vienna,  and  made 
them  raife  the  liege  of  that  capital. 
She  had  a  million  iterling  to  her 
fortune,  a  great  part  of  which  was 
loft  in  the  fruitiefs  attempt  made  by 
herfon,  in  174.5,  t0  P^ace  his  father 
on  the  throne  of  England.  She  had 
two  fons  by  her  hufband,  Charles, 
who  lately  died,  and  Henry  Bene¬ 
dict,  who  by  his  father  was  created 
duke  of  York  ;  and  who  having 
been  promoted  to  the  purple,  has 
been  generally  known  by  the  name 
of  cardinal  York. 

The  deceafed  prince  married, 
feme  years  ago,  a  princefs  of  Stol- 
berg,  in  Germany ;  but  by  her, 
who  is  ft  ill  alive,  he  has  no  iflue. 
He  has  left,  however,  a  natural 
daughter,  whom,  by  his  pretended 
royal  power,  he  lately  created 
duchefs  of  Albany,  and  to  whom  he 
has  bequeated  ail  the  property  he 
had  in  the  French  funds,  which  was 
very  confiderable.  To  his  brother, 
the  cardinal,  he  has  left  his  empty 
pretenfions  to  the  crown  of  Eng¬ 
land. 

Rome ,  Feb.  5,  Theobfequiesof  the 
late  count  of  Albany  were  celebrat¬ 
ed  on  the  3d  inftanr,  in  the  cathe¬ 
dral  at  Freicati  ;  of  which  fee  the 
cardinal  duke  of  York,  his  brother, 
is  bifhop.  The  church  was  hung 
with  black  cloth  (the  feams  covered 
witn  gold  lace),  drawn  up  between 
the  pillars  in  the  form  of  felloons, 
intei  mixed  with  gold  and  Elver  tif- 
fuc,  which  had  a  very  magnificent 
and  folemn  effed  j  efpecially  as  a 
profufion  of  wax  tapers  were  con¬ 
tinually  burning  duringthe whole  of 
th$  ceremony,  in  every  part  of  the 


church.  Over  the  great  door,  and 
the  four  principal  lide  altars,  were 
written  in  the  feftoons  (in  large  cha¬ 
racters)  home  texts  of  Scripture, 
which  were  chofen  by  the  cardinal, 
as  allufive  to  the  fituation  and  for¬ 
tunes  of  the  deceafed.  A  large  ca« 
tafalque  was  ereCted  on  a  platform, 
railed  three  fteps  from  the  floor,  in 
the  nave  of  the  church,  on  which 
the  coffin,  containing  the  body,  was 
placed,  covered  with  a  fuperb  pall, 
on  which  was  embroidered,  in  feve- 
ral  places,  the  royal  arms  of  Eng¬ 
land.  On  each  lide  flood  three 
gentlemen,  fervants  of  the  deceafed, 
in  mourning  cloaks,  each  holding  a 
royal  banner  ;  and  about  it  were 
placed  a  very  conliderable  number 
of  very  large  wax  tapers,  in  the 
form  of  a  fquare,  guarded  by  the 
militia  of  Freicati,  About  ten  in  the 
forenoon,  the  cardinal  was  brought 
into  the  church  in  a  fedan  chair* 
covered  with  black  cloth,  attended 
by  a  large  fuite  of  his  officers  and 
fervants,  in  deep  mourning*  Fie 
feated  himfelf  on  his  throne,  on  the 
right  hand  fide  of  the  great  altar 
and  began  to  ling  the  office  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  church  for  the  dead,  affift- 
ed  by  his  choir,  which  is  numer¬ 
ous,  and  fome  of  the  hefi  voices 
from  Rome.  The  firfl  verfe  was 
fcarctly  finifhed,  when  it  was  ob- 
ierved  that  his  voice  faltered,  the 
tears  trickled  down  his  cheeks,  fo 
that  it  was  feared  he  would  no-  have 
been  able  to  proceed.  However,  he 
loon  re  collected  himfelf,  and  went 
through  the  lervice  in  a  very  ai> 
feCting  manner  ;  in  which  manly 
firmnefs,  fraternal  aft'eClion,  and  re¬ 
ligious  lolemnity  were  v*p-y  happi¬ 
ly  blended.  The  magifl rates  of 
Frefcati,  and  a  numerous  concourfe 
of  the  neighbouring  people,  attend¬ 
ed  on  this  occaflon  ;  who  were  at¬ 
tracted,  not  fo  much  by  their  cu- 
rioflty*  or  the  purpofe  of  affifling  a« 
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the  mattes  which  were  celebrated  at 
every  altar  in  the  church,  as  a  detire 
of  terrifying  their  great  refpeft  tor 
their  bilhop,  who  conftantly  refides 
among  it  them,  and  daily  bellows 
upon  them  temporal  as  well  as  fpi- 
ritual  bleflings,  with  a  very  liberal 
hand, 

26.  A  bill  for  reducing  the  in- 

_  ^  O 

tereft  of  money  from  fix  to  five  per 
cent.  paiTed  the  Irifli  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons.  But  it  was  rejected  by  the 
Lords. 

MARC  H. 

6.  The  prefent  lire  riffs,  in  order 
to  check  the  rapacity  and  extortion 
of  their  officers  upon  thofe  perfons 
who  may  be  unfortunate  enough  to 
fell  into  their  hands,  have  fettled 
a  table  of  charges  to  be  made  in  fu¬ 
ture  for  neceflaries  had  in  their  re- 
fpective  houfes,  and  directed  the 
fame  to  be  affixed  in  a  confpicuous 
fituation  therein,  for  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  thofe  concerned.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  a  copy  of  the  fame  : 

A  Table  of  the  Price*  of  the  different 
Articles  provided  for  the  People  in 
Cuftody  in  this  Houfe . 

£.  s.  d. 

Breaktaft,  (meat,  tea,  &c.)  008 
Dinner  (off  a  joint  of  meat, 

&c.  including  a  pint  of 
porter. 1  -  -  013 

Tea  or  coffee  -  -  008 

Supper,  if  meat  (including  a 

pint  of  porter)  -  008 

Ditto,  (if  bread  and  cheefe 

with  a  pint  of  porter  )  004 

Wine,  a  bottle  -  -  026 

Porter,  a  pot  -  -  004 

Bed,  houfe,  fire,  and  candle, 
per  die?n  -  -  026 

The  file  riffs  have  alfo  directed, 
that  each  perfon’s  bill  be  delivered 
to  him  every  morning  ;  and  that  all 
perfons  fliall  be  at  liberty  to  fend  out 


for  fuch  provifions  as  they  may 
think  proper  to  have. 

Paris ,  Feb,  21.  We  formerly  an¬ 
nounced  the  difeovery  made  at  Gir- 
genti,  in  Sicily,  of  a  manufeript, 
containing  the  Arabic  tranflation  of 
Titus  Livius  ;  and  many  learned 
perfons,  defiring  to  get  fome  in¬ 
formation  on  a  difeovery  fo  interell:- 
ing,  have  addreffed  themfelves  to 
M.  Pio,  fee  ret  ary  to  the  king  of 
Naples,  who  has  willingly  made  en¬ 
quiries  concerning  it.  The  anfwer 
he  received  muff  in  tereft  the  literati 
of  e  very  country,  and  the  following 
is  a  copy  of  it : 

u  It  is  true  we  have  found  in 
Sicily  the  Arabic  tranflation  of  Ti¬ 
tus  Livius  ;  and  M.  Vella,  very 
much  verfed  in  that  language,  is 
preparing  to  tranfiate  it.  The  ma¬ 
nufeript  found  is  fo  voluminous, 
that  we  are  in  great  hopes  it  con¬ 
tains  a  complete  verfion  of  all  the 
works  of  that  hiftorian.” 

Dundee ,  Feb,  16.  Our  bank  was 
broken  into  by  perfons,  it  is  fup- 
pofed,  well  acquainted  with  the  li- 
tuation  of  the  houfe.  After  getting 
into  the  room  above,  they  ent  up 
the  floor  exactly  over  the  teller’s  of¬ 
fice,  and  defeended  by  a  rope,  broke 
open  the  teller’s  private  cheff,  and 
carried  off  about  420I,  in  cafli  and 
notes.  In  their  agitation  they  miff¬ 
ed  300I.  in  gold  that  lay  in  an  open 
box  clofe  by  that  they  broke  into. 

Madrid ,  Feb.  25.  The  Dpi rit  of 
reform  feems  to  have  reached  the 
Spanifh  monarchy  ;  the  miniftry 
are  bufy  in  putting  it  in  a  flourifhing 
ffate,  and  endeavouring  to  make 
many  refouns.  Indeed,  the  commif- 
fion  appointed  to  examine  into  re¬ 
ligious  foundations,  and  other  fpi.- 
ritual  affairs,  is  conffantly  employ¬ 
ed,  but  hitherto  nothing  of  its  oper¬ 
ations  has  tranlpired,  except  that 
orders  have  been  fent  to  the  fupe- 
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riors  of  the  religious  orders  of  St. 
Benedict,  St.  Bernard,  St.  Auguf- 
tine,  of  the  Trinity,  and  the  Char- 
treux,  to  reform  the  abufes  which 
have  crept  into  their  different  infti- 
tutions. 

March  27.  Mi  de  la  Lande  has 
■written  a  letter  in  the  Paris  Journal, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  tranfla- 
tion :  “  The  15th  mftant,  from 

ieven  to  nine  in  the  evening,  Dom. 
Nouet,  one  of  the  aftronomevs  oi 
the  royal  obfervatory,  perceived  in 
the  unenlightened  part  of  the  moon, 
what  Mr.  Herichel  has  called  a  vol¬ 
cano,  like  a  liar  of  the  iixth  magni¬ 
tude,  or  one  of  the  cloudy  ones,  the 
biightnefs  of  which  increafed  frotn 
time  to  time,  as  if  by  flafhes.  Other 
aftronomers  have  perceived  it,  and 
M.  de  Villenettve  had  feen  it  be¬ 
fore,  on  the  2  2d  of  May,  1785.  We 
cannot,  therefore,  doubt  of  the  ex¬ 
igence  of  this  volcano  in  the  moon. 
Mr.  Her leh el  faw  it  the  4th  of  May, 
1783,  and  particularly  the  19th  of 
April  1787.  In  the  eclipfe  of  the 
24th  of  June,  1778,  M.  d’Ulloa,  a 
well  known  Spanish  aftronomer,  had 
feen  on  the  dark  difk  of  the  moon  a 
bright  point ;  and  in  the  total  eclipfe 
of  17 '4,  certain  curious  obfer vers 
bad  perceived  fome  j  flafhes  ot 
lightning.  There  is  no  fenhble 
jtrmofphere  in  the  moon,  it  is  true, 
and  Che  miffs  may  difpute  about  the 
name  of  volcanos  being  given  to 
Rich  apparent  eruptions,  but  the 
name  after  all  is  of  no  confequente, 
and  we  mu  ft  certainly  fuhfcrihe  to 
Mr.  Herfchel’s  opinion.  This  vol¬ 
cano  is  foliated  in  the  north-eaft 
part  of  the  rnoon,  about  three  mi¬ 
nutes  from  the  moon’s  border,  to¬ 
wards  the  fpot  called  Hell. on. 

28.  A  late  diffedtion  at  Mr. 
Cruickflranks,  in  Windmill-ftrcet, 
has  oeeaftoned  much  fpeculation  a- 
mong  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty, 
there  being  no  well  attefted  deferip- 
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tion  in  the  anatomical  annals  of  this, 
or  any  other  country  of  fuch  a  phe¬ 
nomenon.  The  intellmes  are  all 
reverfed,  the  heart,  &c.  being  on  the 
right  fide,  and  the  liver  on  the  left. 
In  every  other  refpect,  but  foliation, 
the  parts  are  complete. 

31.  In  the  couiTe  of  this  month 
died  at  Chelfea,  aged  106,  Mrs. 
Mary  Warder,  She  had  been  mar¬ 
ried  to  three  husbands,  the  laibof 
whom  was  a  pemfioner  in  that  col¬ 
lege.  She  had  been  the  mother  of 
twenty-one  children, fifteen  of  whom 
are  alive,  and  all  married.  The 
number  of  her  children,  grand-chil¬ 
dren,  and  great-grand  children,  a- 
mounted  to  feventy-two.  At  Hemp- 
lie  ad,  in  Hertford  Tire  died,  aged 
1  {4,  Mrs.  Anne  Clare,  relidt  of 
colonel  Clare,  who  Served  under  the 
duke  of  Marlborough,  and  was  kill¬ 
ed  at  the  battle  of  Blenheim.  And 
at  Hoxton,  aged  121,  Henrietta 
Lo  ng,  who  ufed  to  fell  grey  peas  a- 
bout  the  ftreets  of  London,  Seventy 
years  ago. 

APRIL. 

1 .  The  following  is  a  coneife 
ftatement  of  rhe  arrangement  whi.  h 
his  majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  make 
for  adj  lifting  the  claims  of  rank  be¬ 
tween  the  king’s  and  the  Ealf  India 
company  ?s  officers,  and  fettling  them 
on  a  firm  and  lading  footing  ; 

“  Fir  if ,  Thai  from  the  day  when 
hoftilities  ceafed  at  Cuddalore,  the 
officers  in  his  l-najefty’s  and  the 
company’s  fervice  Should  rank  in? 
difcnminately  fyom  the  dates  of  their 
commiffions. 

“  Set  ondly.  That  if  it  ffiould 
'happen  that  two  commiffions,  now 
or  hereafter,  ffiould  be  dated  on  the 
fame  day,  the  king’s  officer  is  to 
have  the  precedence. 

u  Thirdly,  That  fuch  king’s  of¬ 
ficers,  as  hold  commiffions  dated 
prior  to  the  ceffation  of  hoftilities 
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at  Cuddalore,  fhould  command  all 
the  company’s  officers  of  the  fame 
rank. 

“  Fourthly,  That  brevets  fliould 
be  granted  by  his  majefty’s  authori¬ 
ty  to  the  company’s  officers,  dated 
from  the  ceflation  of  hoftilities. 

“  Fifthly,  That,  in  all  future 
promotions,  the  company’s  officers 
Shall  receive  brevet  commiliions  from 
his  rriajeliy, 

44  Sixthly,  Tbit  no  officer,  pof- 
feffing  brevet  local  rank  in  India, 
fliould  remain  there,  unlefs  he 
chufes  to  ferve  with  his  aftual  rank 
in  the  king’s  army. 

44  Seventhly,  Fhat  a  period  of 
eighteen  months  fhould  be  allowed 
for  the  exchange  of  thole  officers 

O 

who  now  hold  local  rank  in  India. ” 

2.  The  Bahama  Gazette  has  the 
following  article  :  44  On  the  third 
of  January,  capt.  Thomas/  Thomp- 
fon,  in- the  floop  Sally,  beating  up 
from  the  S.  W  point  of  Heneaga, 
faw  a  white- flag  flying  on  the  (bore, 
where,  on  landing,  he  found  twenty- 
three  women  and  fifty-three  men 
and  boys  in  a  very  diftrefled  Situa¬ 
tion,  having  been  paflengers  on 
board  a  brig  from  Dunlary,  in  Ire¬ 
land,  bound  to  Charles-Town,  and 
Baltimore,  and  put  afliore  there  for 
want  of  provifions,  the  brig  having 
been  fix  weeks  at  Snort  allowance. 
They  were  told  the  place  where 
they  were  landed  was  a  plentiful 
ifland,  on  which  they  would  find 
towns  and  inhabitants  who  would 
Supply  them  with  plenty  of  pro¬ 
visions  ;  but  when  they  found  them- 
elves  deceived,  and  wanted  to  re¬ 
turn  on  board,  they  were  fired  at, 
undone  man  killed.  Capt.  Thomp- 

on  is  faid  to  have  landed  twenty 
>f  thefe  unfortunate  people  on 
bong  Ifland  ;  and  fifty -fix  at  Naf- 
au, 

3.  By  advices  from  Jamaica  we 
earn  that  the  affembly  of  that  ifland 


have  pafled  an  aft,  that  if  a  white 
man  kills  a  black  man  he  fliall  be 
hanged  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

4.  On  Tuefday,  March  2-7,  a 
large  bog  of  1500  acres,  in  the 
county  of  Tipperary,  in  Ireland, 
began  to  be  agitated  in  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  manner,  to  the  aftonifti- 
ment  and  terror  of  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  inhabitants.  Tne  rumbling 
noife  from  the  bog  gave  the  alarm, 
and  on  the  30th  it  bur  ft,  and  a  kind 
of  lava  iffued  from  it,  which  took 
its  dj  reft  ion  towards  Ballygrifei 
and  Golden,  over- Spreading  and 
laying  wafte  a  vaft  tract  of  fine  fer¬ 
tile  land  belonging  to  |olm  Hide, 
efqu  re.  Every  thing  that  oppoftd 
its  courfe  was  buried  in  ruins. 
Four  houfes  were  totallv  deftroved, 
and  the  trees  that  ftood  near  them 
torn  up  by  the  roots.  The  difehargd 
has  been  inceflant  from  the  20th, 
and  how  far  it  will  extend  cannot  at 
prelent  be  determined. 

3.  On  the  23d  of  May,  1787, 
the  Ganges,  capt.  Frazer,  from 
Bengal,  to  Madras,  was  ioft  near 
the  Barra  Bulla,  A  leak  had  been, 
difeovered  the  day  before,  but 
whilft  the  veflfel  could  be  kept  clear 
by  the  pumps,  no  danger  was  ap¬ 
prehended  ;  in  the  evening,  how¬ 
ever,  the  pumps  were  rendered  ufe- 
lefs,  from  being  choaked  with  rice, 
of  which  the  cargo  confided  :  from 
this  moment  nothing  but  the  mod 
difrnal  profpect  prelented  itfelf.  By 
two  o’clock  the  veffel  had  taken 
ground,  and  was  lying  on  her  Main 
ends  ;  the  mails  alone  remaining  a- 
bove  water.  A  little  before  this,  Mr. 
Corbett,  one  of  the  paflengers,  went 
down  to  Mrs.  Corbett’s  cabin,  and 
in  as  gentle  a  manner  as  poifible  ap~ 
prifed  her  of  their  dangerous  Situa¬ 
tion.  She  immediately  comprehend¬ 
ed  its  whole  extent,  and  with  cool- 
nefs  and  compofure,  -allured  Mr. 
Corbett,  that  flie  was  ready  to  take 
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everyftep  for  her  prefervation  which 
he  iliould  fug g eft,  and  prepared  with 
him  io  meet  whatever  might  be  her 
fate.  With  this  determination  they 
got  up  into  the  top,  where  for  iome 
time  they  remained,  til!  a  very 
heavy  fea  immergod  the  mail  into  the 
water  with  fuch  violence  as  to  oblige 
them  all  to  quit  their  hold,  except 
Mr.  Brown,  and  another  of  thepaf* 
fengers,  who  generoufiy  leaped  into 
the  lea,  with  an  intention  to  fave 
Mrs.  Corbett,  and  perifhed  in  the 
attempt.  Mrs,  Corbett  was  feen 
no  more  ;  Mr.  Corbett,  after  hav¬ 
ing  been  buffeted  by  the  billows  for 
a  confiderable  time,  and  extremely 
bruifed  by  beating  agatnft  different 
pans  of  the  wreck,  was  picked  up 
by  the  Pilot  fchooner,  in  a  ftate  of 
infenfibility,  from  which,  at  length, 
he  recovered,  to  experience  all  the 
horrors  of  fuch  a  fituation.  There 
were  in  all  113  perfons  on  board, 
out  of  whom  4.  were  laved. 

10.  His  majefty,  attended  by  the 
colonels  Manners  and  Fauci tr,  came 
from  the  queen’s  home  on  horfe- 
back,  to  Somerfet- place  in^  the 
St  rand,  to  infpeft  the  portable  hof- 
pital  barracks  eredted  on  the  Ter¬ 
race  next  the  River,  which  are  to  be 
fent  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
troops  on  fervi.ee  in  the  Eaft  Indies. 
His  majefty  alighted  at  the  Stamp-  of¬ 
fice,  where  he  was  received  by  two 
general  officers,  and  immediately 
went  into  the  board-room  of  the 
commiffioners,  where  feveral  car¬ 
penters,  under  the  direction  of  the 
con  ft  motor,  proceeded  to  take  down 
the  barracks  for  removal,  which 
they  completed,  although  ninety 
feet  in  length,  in  fifteen  minutes, 
end  fet  them  up  again  in  about  forty 
minutes. — The  king  exprefied  his 
full  approbation,  of  their  ftrudture 
and  convenience. 

1 4,  About  two  in  the  afternoon, 
afire  broke  out  in  the  Savoy  prifon, 
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which  was.  wilfully  fet  on  fire  by 
the  prifbners  confined  for  defection, 
from  different  marching  regiments* 
On  the  firft  difeovery  of  the  fire, 
the  turnkey  entered  the  prifon,  and 
was  immediately  ieized  by  a  number 
of  thefe  defperate  fellows,  declaring 
that  they  would  difpatch  him  ;  and 
were  about  to  throw  him  into  the 
fire,  which  barbarous  adt  was  pre« 
vented  however  by  the  humanity  of 
one  of  the  prifoners.  On  being 
liberated,  he  inftantly  informed  the 
piquet-guard  at  the  barracks,  con¬ 
fiding  of  27  men,  who  immediately 
went  to  the  prifon,  and  drove  the 
prifoners,  to  the  number  of  fixty- 
three,  into  a  cell,  where  they  were 
locked  up  during  the  time  the  pri¬ 
fon  was  burning  round  them.  When 
the  fire  was  got  under,  the  pri- 
foners  were  brought  out,  two  by 
two,  and  hand-cuffed  together* 
Eighteen  of  the  raofl  defperate  were 
fent,  efcorted  by  a  party  of  the 
Coldftream  regiment,  to  the  Tilt- 
yard,  to  be  properly  fecured  ;  and 
at  feven  o’clock,  the  reft  of  the  in¬ 
cendiaries,  guarded  by  thirty  men, 
were  taken  to  Tothill-Fields  Bride¬ 
well;  The  infide  of  the  Savoy  pri¬ 
fon  is  totally  deftro\  ed. 

17.  By  letters  from  Ireland  we 
learn,  that  the  bill  brought  into  the 
houfe  of  commons  laft  year,  for 
the  purpofe  of  excluding  the  eldeft 
Mr.  Prefton  from  fucceeding  to  the 
eftate  of  his  nephew,  lord  Gormaff- 
fton,  who  was  candeftinely  carried 
to  Liege,  in  January  1787,  has 
been  laid  afide  for  the  prefent* 
Every  meafure  has  been  taken  by 
the  miniftry  to  obtain  the  reft  it  u* 
lion  of  the  minor  from  the  bifbop- 
of  Liege  without  fuccefs.  See  VoL 
m\\\.  for  1787.^.  (20),  (36), 

21 >  The  court  of  King’s-bendh 
determined,  tfiat  a  woman  was  com¬ 
petent  to  ferve  the  office  of  over- 
feer  of  the  poor.  Mr.  Juft  ice  Afh- 
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hu'fft  obferved,  that  the  flarute  of 
Eliz.  mentioned  fubftantial  houfe- 
keepers  without  ’dillindlion  of  fex , 
He  alfo  mentioned  a  p’arifh  where 
a  woman  was  chofen  con  (fable, 
Noyon ,  April  g.  On  the  id  of 
this  month 5  about  eleven  o’clock 
at  night,  four  men  were  fuffoeated 
by  the  mephitic  vapours  occasion¬ 
ed  by  the  opening  of  a  common 
fewer,  into  which  they  unluckily 
fell.  At  that  unfeafonable  hour  it 
would  have  been  difficult  ro  get  pro¬ 
per  affi dance,  arid  the  neceffary  iuc~ 
cours  from  the  hands  of  the  Hu¬ 
mane  Society  ;  they  mud  have  in¬ 
evitably  penfhed,  had  not  a  young 
woman  of  feventeeh,  fervant  to  the 
family,  begged  to  be  let  down  in 
order  to  fave  them.  This  woman, 
whofe  name  is  Catharine  VaiTent, 
went  down  feven  different  times, 
and  fucceeded  fb  far  as  to  fave  two 
of  them  pretty  eaftly  ;  but  in  tying 
the  third  to  a  rope,  which  was  let 
clown  to  hef  for  the  purpofe,  die 
felt  her  breath  failing  her,  and  was 
very  ill.  In  this  terrible  duration 
die  had  the  prefence  of  mind  to  tie 
herfelf  by  tire  hair  to  the  rope, 
and  one  may  judge  of  the  furprife 
and  alarm  of  thofe  who  drew  up  the 
expiring  girl  dole  tied  by  the  dde  of 
a  dying  man.  The  moment  file 
recovered  her  fpirits,  die  indited  on 
going  down  for  the  fourth,  but  it 
was  to  no  purpofe,  he  was  drawn 
up  dead.  The  corporation  of  the 
town  of  Noyon,  in  order  to  bedow 
a  fmall  token  of  their  approbation 
of  the  intrepidity  of  this  effimable 
woman,  made  her  a  prefent  of  600 
livres  (25I.)  immediately  after  the 
.  action,  and  agreed  to  give  her  200 
more  on  her  wedding  day.  9t 
Bcum  was  furig  in  the  principal 
church,  at  which  all  the  corporation 
attended  in  folemn  proceffion,  head¬ 
ed  by  the  intrepid  VaiTent,  who  led 
by  a  ribbon  the  three  men  die  had 
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dived.  The  fait  and  tobacco  office 
granted  her  a  board  for  thofe  com¬ 
modities,  and  prefented  her  with 
240  livres  belides.  On  the  5th,  the 
town  came  to  rfifolutioii  to  have  the 
civic  crown,  and  a  medal  with  the 
arms  of  the  town,  her  name,  and  3 
narrative  of  the  a&ron,  conferred 
on  her.  The  duke  of  Orleans  fent 
her  ijoo  livres,  fettled  200  on  her 
for  life,  and  has,  moreover,  pro- 
mifed  to  provide  for  her  a  hufband, 
if  he  Ihould  prove  a  man  worthy  of 
her.  His  highnefs  has  likewife  fent 
50  livres  to  each  of  the  unhappy 
victims  faved  by  the  noble  efforts  of 
the  never-to-be-forgotten  Catha¬ 
rine,  and  300  to  the  poor  Widow  of 
the  fourth  man,  who  penfhed  irl 
that  horrid  place.  The  bilhop  of 
Noyon  has  generoufly  rewarded  the 
young  heroine,  the  fufferers,and  the 
widow. 

20.  An  induffrious  workman  at 
Sheffield,  who  had  faved  feventeeil 
guineas  by  his  labour  in  working  af 
the  fieel  furnace  of  Meffirs.  H<»gue 
and  Barkin,  had  the  whole  llolerx 
out  of  his  houfe  in  the  night  of  the 
17th  of  April  laft. 

The  poor  man,  almoft  in  defpair, 
employed  the  crier  to  make  known 
his  lofs  ;  and  added,  that  if  the  mo¬ 
ney  was  not  returned  by  fuch  a  day* 
he  would  next  ways  apply  to  the 
Copper- ftreet  conjurer,  and  pro¬ 
claim  the  thief.  In  fuch  high  re¬ 
putation,  it  feems,-  is  this  Copper- 
ffreet  conjurer  for  his  knowledge  irl 
the  black  art,  that  the  thief  replac¬ 
ed  eleven  guineas  of  the  money,  the 
next  night,  which,  it  was  fuppofed* 
was  all  he  had  left  of  the  booty. 

Ha  gut,  April  24..  W  t  learn  from 
Zurich,  that  the  celebrated  Solp- 
mon  Gefner,  author  of  Daphnis, 
the  charming  Idylliu’ms,  and  the 
Death  of  Abel,  died  there  the  fe- 
cond  of  laff  month,  of  a  fit  of  apo¬ 
plexy,  aged  fixty-two.  The  in- 
(B)  habitant# 
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habitants  of  the  fa  id  city,  where  he 
Was  born,  proposed  to  ereft  a  monu¬ 
ment  to  him,  which  will  be  plac¬ 
ed  in  a  public  walk  between  two 
rivers,  and  which  will  form  one  of 
the  moll  ititerefting  ornaments  of  it. 

2  A  Willia  n  John  ion,  efquire, 
was  fined  6ol.  by  the  court  of 
KingVbench,  for  fending  a  chal¬ 
lenge  to  Cornelius  Stovev,  efquire, 

Aberdeen ,  April  29.  On  Tuefday 
the  24th  current,  was  held,  at  Aber¬ 
deen,  a  meeting  of  the  Proteftant 
bifnops  in  Scotland,  with  reprefent- 
atives  from  the  clergy  of  the  feveral 
diftriefts  ;  when,  after  taking  into 
their  ferious  confideration  the  date 
of  the  church  under  their  infpec- 
tion,  they  unanimoufty  refolved  to 
give  an  open  and  public  proof  of 
their  fubmiffion  to  the  prefent  go¬ 
vernment,  by  praying,  in  exprefs 
words,  for  his  majefly  king  George 
and  the  royal  family,  which  is  to 
take  place  in  all  their  chapels  on 
Sunday  the  25th  of  May  next  ;  to 
which  day  it  is  deferred,  that  the 
bifhops  may  have  time  to  give  proper 
directions  to  their  clergy  through¬ 
out  the  kingdom  for  that  purpole. 
Th  us  an  end  is  put  tothofe  unhappy 
divilions  which  long  diftraCted  this 
kingdom  ;  and  we  have  the.  fatis* 
faction  to  think  that  many  thoufimds 
of  out'  countrymen,  who  have  been 
fufpected  of  difaffeition  to  the  p re¬ 
lent  government,  will  now  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  loyal  and  obedient  Sub¬ 
jects. 

M  A  Y. 

1.  By  the  laft:  accounts  received 
from  the  fleet  for  Botany  Bay,  they 
arrived  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
on  rhe  1 3th  of  October  laft,  and  ex¬ 
pelled  to  fail  again  about  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  November,  and  to  proceed 
dire&ly  for  their  place  of  deftin- 
ation.  They  were  very  healthy,  and 
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the  convidls  very  orderly.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  deaths  from  England  to  the 
Cape  amounted  to  twenty-one. 

2.  l  etters  from  Jamaica,  of  the 
13th  of  March,  mention  a  tiger- 
fhark  taken  by  fome  negro  fifhermen 
in  Green  Bay,  at  the  mouth  of  Port 
Royal  harbour,  which  meafured 
fourteen  feet  fix  inches  from  the  tin 
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of  the  fnout  to  the  extremity  of  the 
tail,  and  was  of  proportionable 
thicknefs.  The  monfter  was  tow¬ 
ed  afhore  near  Fort  Small,  and  upon 
opening  its  maw  it  was  found  to 
contain  three  leopards  teeth  tipped 
with  gold,  a  coniiderable  quantity 
of  coloured  glafs  beads,  and  feveral 
half-digefted  bones  fuppofed  to  be 
human. 

3.  The  following  tranfadion  late¬ 
ly  engrofted  the  attention  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  long  robe  in  Ire¬ 
land. 

A  record  was  made  up  for  the  trial 
of  a  caufe  of  confiderable  import¬ 
ance  in  the  county  of  Limerick. 
The  judge  of  affize,  who  tried  civil 
caufes  in  the  circuit  in  which  Li¬ 
merick  lie?,  was  Mr.  Hamilton,  one 
of  the  barons  of  the  exchquer.  When 
the  caufe  in  queftion  was  called,  the 
council  for  the  plaintiff  opened  it, 
and  ftated  to  the  court  and  jury  the; 
nature  and  particulars  of  the  evi¬ 
dence  that  he  intended  to  produce 
in  fupport  ot  the  claim  let  up  by  his 
client.  The  judge,  after  having  fuf- 
terecl  him,  without  interruption,  to 
lay  open  his  own  cafe,  faid  he  per¬ 
ceived  the  trial  would  take  up  more 
time  than  he  was  at  firft  aware  of, 
or  than  he  could  fpare  ;  atjd  there¬ 
fore  he  directed  the  fheriff  to  with¬ 
draw  a  juror,  and  fo  let  the  caufe 
ftand  over  to  the  next  aftize. 

This  proceeding,  it  is  after  ted,  was 
very  illegal,  and  unwarranted  either 
by  the  commiftions  of  juftices  of  af~ 
ilze,  or  the  practice  of  the  courts  in 
circuit.  It  was.  thought  a  delay  of 

juft  ice. 
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j  office,  and  confcquently  an  injury 
to  the  fuitors,  but  more  particularly 
to  the  plaintiff,  as  his  council,  under 
the  idea  that  he  was  proceeding  im¬ 
mediately  to  the  trial,  had  been  ful¬ 
lered  to  difclofe  the  nature  of  his 
evidence,  and  the  names  of  his  wit- 
neffes  ;  circnmffances  of  which  the 
defendant  might  avail  himfelf  be¬ 
fore  the  next  affize,  by  tampering 
with  the  witneffes.  The  affair  was 
thought  of  fufficient  confluence  to 
be  brought  before  the  Iriih  houfe  of 
Commons  ;  where  the  attorney-ge¬ 
neral  frankly  declared,  that  ns  to  the 
difeharging  of  a  jury  without  the 
confent  of  the  parries,  no  man  of 
profeffional  chai ashler  could  juftify 
it  ;  it  was  an  illegal  ad,  it  was  with¬ 
out  precedent,  and  he  traded  never 
would  be  repeated  ;  but  it  was  an 
error  in  judgment,  an  error  arifing 
from  a  good  motive,  a  wifli  to  dif- 
charge  the  gaol  ;  and  as  it  was  not 
attempted  to  be  juftiiied,  and  as, 
upon  reflection,  the  learned  judge 
had  altered  his  opinion,  he  wifbed 
to  have  the  matter  buried  in  obli¬ 
vion,  becaufe  there  was  no  charge 
of  any  corrupt  or  dishonourable 
motive  ;  if  there  were,  their  refo- 
lution  fhould  be,  to  addrefs  for  the 
removal  of  any  judge  that  could  be 
guilty  of  corruption  ;  but,  in  this 
ede,  the  motive  of  the  judge  was 
pure,  though  much  miftaken.  He 
moved,  therefore,  that  the  chair¬ 
man  do  leave  the  chair  ;  which  mo¬ 
tion  being  ullanimoufty  agreed  to, 
the  affair,  in  courfe,  was  dropped. 

7.  Came  on  a  trial  at  Guildhall, 
in  which  the  trading  people  are 
deeply  intereffed.  The  foie  queftion 
was  this,  Whether  the  plaintiffs,  who 
are  wholefale  grocers  and  tea-deal¬ 
ers,  to  whom  the  defendant  was  a 
cuftomer,  were  entitled  to  intereff, 
on  the  amount  of  goods  fold,  com¬ 
puted  from  the  end  of  three  months, 
i  being  the  u fusil  credit  in  the  plain- 
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tiffs  trade  ?  It  was  decided  in  favour 
of  the  plantifts. 

9,  Lord  Petre,  fir  H.  Englefield, 
and  Mr,  Farmer,  deputed  by  the 
body  of  Roman  Catholics,  had  an. 
interview  with  Mr,  Pitt,  concerning 
fome  further  relaxation  in  the  penal 
laws,  in  confequence  of  the  late 
edict  on  the  part  of  France  in  fa* 
vourof  Proteftants  in  that  kingdom, 
Mr,  Pitt  gave  them  to  underftand, 
that  their  application  fliould  be  ta¬ 
ken  into  con  fide  ration, 

icu  Mr.  Burke,  in  purfuance  of 
an  order  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
prefented  two  papers  moved  for  by 
Mr.  Burgefs,  refpeding  the  ex  pence 
already  incurred,  by  carrying  on  the 
profecution  againff  Warren  Haft- 
ings,  efq.  as  follows  : 

Expences  of  ereding  /*  s. 

the  court  -  3044  1 1  7 

Furniihing  the  fame  714  7  9-?., 
Money  to  folicitors  4300  3  *o 

Total  8059  2  4^ 

19.  This  day  came  on  in  theJv 
court  of  common  of  pleas,  before 
lord  Loughborough  and  a  fpecial 
jury,  a  caufe  in  ejedment,  the 
countefs  of  Strathmore  plaintiff,  and 
her  hufband,  Andrew  Robinfon 
Bowes,  elq,  defendant,  by  which 
the  great  queftion  which  has  re¬ 
mained  fo  long  in  fufpence,  via:. 
Whether  the  deed-poll  by  which 
her  ladyfhip,  after  her  marriage,  af- 
figned  over  all  her  eftate,  &c.  with¬ 
out  the  leaf!  referve,  was  obtained 
by  the  defendant,  by  what  the  law 
terms  Du  refs,  i.  e.  force,  violence, 
and  reftraint  ?  Nine  witneffes  were 
examined,  who  fully  proved  the 
cruelties  which  were  exercifed  upon 
the  plaintiff,  previous  to  rhe  execution 
of  the  deed.  Ten  witneffes  were  ex¬ 
amined  for  the  defendant.  The  jury, 
without  going  out  of  court,  found  a 
verdid  for  the  plaintiff,  by  which  the 
Durefs  Is  eftablifhed,  and  her  lady- 
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flap  will  be  put  in  poffcffion  of  her 
extenlive  domains  and  property. 

ExeW ,  May  21.  Laft  Wed  tie  fd  ay 
afternoon  a  fire  broke  out  at  a  ba^ 
ker’s  houfe  in  PeterVftreet,  Tiver¬ 
ton, which  deftroyed  about  ten  houfes 
in  lefs  than  three  hours,  containing 
at  leaf!  twenty-two  habitations  of 
the  poorer  fort  of  people.  Every 
hand,  from  the  high  eh  to  the  lowed, 
lent  a  ill  Ranee  in  this  diftrsfs  ;  and 
there  were  ads  of  undaunted  refo* 
lution  exhibited  by  fome,  who  re¬ 
mained  upon  the  tops  of  the  houfes, 
uncovering  them  of  thatch  while 
furrounded  by  fire  on  all  Tides.  The 
general  alacrity  that  prevailed,  pre¬ 
vented,  in  all  probability,  the  de« 
ftru&ion  of  the  whole  flrcct. 

23.  James  Hubbart,  who  had 
been  convided  of  a  mifdemeanor, 
in  endeavouring  to  defraud  the  duke 
of  York,  by  writing  a  letter  to  him 
in  the  name  of  captain  Morris,  re- 
quelling  the  loan  of  a  fum  of  money, 
was  brought  to  the  court  of  King’s  - 
Bench  to  receive  fentence  ;  when 
the  attorney-general  fignificd  to  the 
court,  that  it  was  the  with  of  his 
royal  highnefs,  that  the  mildeft  pu- 
niffiment  might  be  in  Aided  upon 
him,  in  conlideration  of  the  long 
ipprifonment  he  hau  differed  :  upon 
which  the  court  fined  him  one  fifil- 
jfing,  and  he  was  difeharged. 

26.  Petitions  againff  the  flave- 
trade  have  been  prefented  to  the 
boufe  of  commons  from  Rippon, 
Colchefier,  Falmouth,  Lancafhire, 
Stafford,  Northampton,  Scarbo¬ 
rough,  Stamford,  Rotheram*  Hel- 
llone,  Shrewfbury,  Worcester,  War¬ 
wick,  Hertford,  Chefierfield,  War¬ 
rington,  Lincoln,  Briltoi,  Chamber 
of  Commerce  at  Edinburgh,.  New 
Wind  for,  Chipping  Wycomb,  Ha¬ 
lifax,  Southwark,  Biidgewater, 
Bridgenorth,  Nottingham,  Brad¬ 
ford,  Leeds,  Sheffield,  Grantham, 
Chtffer,  Coventry,  Redruth,  New* 


caftle  upon  Tyne,  Bridport,  De¬ 
vizes,  York,  Bedford,  Hull,  Maid-' 
fione,  the  body  of  Quakers,  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Cambridge,  Salifbimq 
Carlifle,  and  fome  other  places. 

Kelfoy  May  28.  Yefterday,  about 
one  in  the  afternoon,  a  whirlwind 
for  fome  time  obfeured  the  air  in  pur 
Wood-Market,  by  collecting  in  its 
vortex  the  loofc  earth,  duff,  and 
ffraw,  and  whirling  it  up  to  a  great 
height.  It  forced  a  woman  with  3 
child  in  her  arms  againff  a  wall, 
and  bruifed  her  arm  :  it  lifted  up  a 
cart,  and  twirled  a  pair  of  unffiod 
wheels  about,  which  lay  on  the 
ground  horizontally,  like  mill-fiones 
in  a  mill.  Some  children  at  play  on 
an  eminence,.  were  carried  off  to  fome 
diiiance  ;  and  a  cart  was  taken  up 
and  daflied  againff  a  boufe  with  fucti 
force  as  to  drive  one  of  the  fliahs 
through  the  wall.  Its  violence  be¬ 
ing  exhaufi^d  it  foon  difappeared. 

Edinburgh ,  May  26.  Ye  tier  day 
the  king,  queen,  and  prince  of 
Wales,  were  prayed  for  by  name, 
and  the  reft  of  the  royal  family,  i» 
the  ufual  manner,  in  all  the  non- 
juring  chapels  in  this  city  and 
Leith.  S<e  p,  (18). 

30.  The  general  affemblv  of  the 
church  of  Scotland,  by  an  atff  paired 
yeftefday,  have  appointed  the  5th 
day  of  November,  in  the  prefen c 
year,  to  be  obferved  within  the 
bounds  of  their  national  church  as  a 
day  of  folemn  thankfgiving,  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  the  Revolution  ia 
1688,  and  have  enjoined  all  mini- 
ffers  to  intimate  the  fame  from  their 
pulpit  on  the  Lord*s  day  preceding 
the  fetid  5th  of  November. 

JUNE. 

1.  A  few  vveeks  ago,  a  violent 
affray  happened  in  the  1 8th  regi¬ 
ment,  at  Gibraltar,  which  unfor¬ 
tunately  terminated  in  a  duel  be¬ 
tween, 
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tween  major  Chapman,  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  regiment,  and 
captain  de  Lancey,  an  American 
gentleman,  of  the  fame  corps. 
When  they  met  at  the  ground,  cap¬ 
tain  de  Laney  made  a  mod  extra¬ 
ordinary  declaration,  viz,  44  That 
major  Chapman  might  fire,  if  he 
thought  proper  ;  but  for  his  part, 
he  was  refolved  not  to  di  (charge  his 
pi iloi,  until  the  muzzle  of  it  touch¬ 
ed  the  major’s  bread.”  To  which 
the  major  replied,  44  That  he  had  ex¬ 
pended,  when  he  came  there,  to  decide 
their  differences  upon  the  point  of 
honour  ;  that  it  was  to  he  with  a 
gentleman,  and  not  with  an  a  {Tal¬ 
lin  at  the  fame  inftant,  he  threw 
away  his  piftol,  and  left  the  ground 
with  his  lecond..  His  majefty  was  fo 
much  offended  with  the  conduct  of 
captain  de  Lancey,  that  he  has  com¬ 
manded  his  name  to  be  ft  ruck  out  of 
the  army  lift  for  ever,  and  has  like- 
wife  ordered  -that  the  major  fhould 
be  reprimanded  for  accepting  a  chal¬ 
lenge  from  an  inferior  officer. 

2.  Qn  Saturday,  as  the  princefs 
Elizabeth  was  fitting  in  her  apart¬ 
ment,  in  the  afternoon,  her  royal 
highnefs  was  furprized  with  the  ab¬ 
rupt  entrance  of  a  fhabby  man. 
The  prmcefs  haftily  quitted  the 
room,  by  an  opposite  door,  arid 
acquainted  her  attendants  with 
what  had  happened.  The  page 
in  waiting  ran  inftantly  and  feiz- 
ed  the  man,  who,  upon  exami¬ 
nation,  appeared  to  be  a  poor  in¬ 
fane  creature,  who  by  fome  means 
or  other  had  got  into  the  palace  un¬ 
perceived.  Being  taken  to  t'he  lodge, 
the  porter  protected,  he  had  no  re¬ 
collection  of  any  fuch  man  having 
palled  ;  and  being  queftioned  in 
what  manner  he  had  obtained  ad¬ 
mittance,  he  laughed  at  the  porter 
for  afking  ;  laid,  it  was  his  bufinefs 
to  tell,  and  never  would  fay  more. 
As  he  appeared  a  harmleis  crea- 
he  was  fuffered  to  depart  j 


(21) 

but  in  a  fhort  time  returned^  and  in 
peremptory  terms,  infilled  on  being 
introduced  to  the  princefs,,  “  That 
he  might  pay  his  adorations  at  her 
feet.”  It  was  then  thought  necef- 
fary  to  -take  him  into  cuftody,  and 
notice  to  be  Tent  to  lord  Sydney  .  The 
refult  was,  that,  after  Being  con¬ 
fined  till  nexc  day,  he  was  then  ex¬ 
amined  by  the  magiftrates  in  Bow- 
llreet,  when  it  appeared  his  name 
was  Spang  ;  his  father  a  Dane,  but 
himfelf  an  Englifhman,  and  a  hair- 
dreffer ;  that  he  had  till  lately  work¬ 
ed  with  a  Mr.  Warren,  who  gave 
him  a  good  character  ;  and,  upon 
the  whole,  his  infanity  being  efta- 
bllfhed  on  the  Heard!  evidence,  the 
magiftrates  ordered  his  parifh  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  him. 

On  Saturday  the  St.  Euftatius 
caufe  of  Lvndo  again  ft  lord  Rod¬ 
ney,  &c.  was  heard  before  the  lords 
of  appeal,  who  fully  confirmed  their 
former  fentence  in  favour  of  Linda, 
with  full  cofts. 

3.  The  earl  of  Mansfield  resigned 
the  office  of  lord  chief  juftice  of  the 
court  of  king’s-bench.  See (23"). 

6.  Jofeph  Mitton,  a  foldler  in 
the  guards,  was  brought  before  the 
magiftrates  in  Bow-ftreet,  he  Hand¬ 
ing  indidted  in  the  court  of  king*s- 
bench,  for  afla  tilting  and  wounding, 
with  intent  to  kill  and  murder,  P. 
C.  Crefpigny,  -efq.  on  the  23d  of 
May. 

Mr.  Foot,  Mr.  Crefpigny’s  fur- 
geon,  declaring  that  he  was  put  of 
danger,  the  prifoner  was  admitted 
to  bail;  himfelf  in  200I.  and  four 
fureties  in  5  oh  each,  namely,  co¬ 
lonels  Hulfc,  Bertie,  Stephens,  and 
captain  Hill. 

Bills  of  indictment  are  alfo  found 
again  ft  Mr.  Crefpigny,  by  Jofeph 
Mitton,  and  Samuel  Chattle,  an¬ 
other  foldier,  for  an  affault ;  to 
which  indictments  Mr.  Loron  and 
Mr.  Foot  put  in  bail,  in  40I.  each. 

The  gentlemen  who  attended  in 
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behalf  of  the  foldier  declared,  that 
as  they  had  heard  very  different  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  unfortunate  accident, 
they  tviihed  to  have  a  fair  and  legal 
invefligation,  that  they  would  not 
protect  any  of  their  men  in  info- 
lence  or  brutality,  but  that  they 
thought  it  their  duty  to  profedt  a 
foldier  when  inful  ted. 

.  7.  A  Caufe  of  importance  to  maf- 
ters  and  fervants,  was  determined 
in  the  court  of  kingVbeneh,  A 
female  fervanr,  having  hired  her- 
felf  for  a  year,  gave  notice  to  quit 
at  the  end  of  that  term.  Her  rnif- 
trefs,  jn  the  mean  time,  in  conie- 
quence  of  impertinence,  difchnrged 
her  eight  days  before  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  the  year  ;  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  paid  Her  wages  in  full  for  the 
year’s  fervi'ce.  The  queftion  be* 
lore  the  court  was,  “  Whether  this 
fervice  gained  a  fetthment  ?”  The 
court  determined  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive. 

9.  His  majefty’s  fir  1  p  Champion, 
captain  Edwards,  being  in  a  foul 
ftate,  went  into  Burnt  Ifland,  10 
examine  her  bottom,  when  they 
found,  to  their  amazrmenr,  large 
clufters  of  fheil-fifl),  ahnoft  as  large 
as  fugar-loaves.  Here  they  found 
means  to  fcrub  and  clean  !e  her  bot¬ 
tom,  and  fit  her  again  for  fea,  be¬ 
ing,  it  feerqs,  the  ftrft  Engliih  fhip 
of  war  that  ever  was  repaired  in 
any  of  the  ports  of  Scotland, 

10.  A  mod  beautiful  leopardels 
was  lent  to  the  menagerie  in  the 
lower,  a  prefent  to  her  majefty  by 
Mrs.  Parry,  brought  from  a  Spa- 
piftt  iftand  in  South  America.  It 
k  fuppofed  to  be  of  that  kind  whofe 
tail,  a  French  naturalift  lays,  will 
grow  to  an  incredible  length. 

J3.  In  the  dead  oi  the  night  be¬ 
tween  Tuefday  and  Wednefday 
»ail,  the  inhabitants  of  Bere  Ferns, 
in  Dorletfhire,  were  alarmed  by  a 
tire,  which  raged  with  fuch  vio¬ 
lence,  that  in  a  ftson  time  almoft 
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the  whole  town  was  reduced  to 
allies.  Forty-two  houfes,  with  all 
the  contiguous  buildings,  and  al- 
moft  every  article  of  property  were 
dedroyed  ;  and  one  poor  blind  man, 
whom  fome  friendly  hand  had  re¬ 
moved  out  of  immediate  danger, 
and  left,  was  unfortunately  fur- 
rounded,  and  fell  a  vi&im  to  the 
flames.  The  fcene  of  diflrefs  oeca« 
fioned  by  this  terrible  conflagration 
is  far  beyond  defcription.  Many 
of  the  unhappy  fufferers  who  could 
not  otherwise  accommodate  them- 
felves,  retired  almod  naked,  to  the 
buildings  eredfed  for  the  fair  upon 
Woodbury  hill,  where  they  found 
temporary  fhelter  ;  and  we  are  hap¬ 
py  to  add,  that  all  were  very  hu¬ 
manely  and  liberally  fupplied  with 
every  article  neceflary  for  their  im¬ 
mediate  relief  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Bland  ford,  Wareham,  and  other 
neighbouring  places. 

14.  In  the  evening,  at  26  minutes 
after  7,  arrived  at  the  fp  t  whereon 
Hicks’s  Flail  flood,  in  St,  John*s- 
flreet,  Smithfield,  Mr.  Powell, 
who  let  off  from  that  place  on  Sun¬ 
day  the  Btb,  to  walk  to  York  and 
back  in  fix  days,  making  in  the 
whole  404  miles* 

1  In  confequence  of  orders  from 
the  court  of  France,  the  amhallY 
dors  from  Tippoo  Sultan  were  re¬ 
ceived,  on  their  arrival  at  Mar- 
feilles  on  the  qth,  with  the  mofl 
diflinguiflied  honours.  On  the  10th, 
at  break  of  day,  ten  canoes  were 
equipped  in  the  afienals,  three  of 
which  were  richly  adorned  with  ca¬ 
nopies  of  crimfon  damafk,  laced 
and  fringed  with  gold.  At  half  pail 
th  ree  the  canoes  put  to  fea,  to  bring 
the  ambaftadors  from  the  king’s 
yacht.  About  four  they  landed 
a  mid  ft  a  confiant  'firing  from  all  the 
fill ps  at  anchor,  which,  on  this  oc- 
caftan,  were  drefled  in  the  mofl  fu- 
perb  manner.  On  the  Quai  de  1$ 
Geniture  they  were  received  by  the 

mar* 
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marquis  da  Caftalett,  director  of  the 
arfenal,  accompanied  by  the  prin¬ 
cipal  officers,  &c.  in  their  grand 
uniforms,  and  conducted  with  all 
their  retinue  to  the  commandant’s 
hotel.  They  were  met  at  the  door 
of  the  hall  by  the  commandant, 
who,  after  having  put  his  right 
hand  to  his  forehead,  as  a  token  of 
refpeft,  in  the  e a  Item  manner,  em¬ 
braced  them,  and  placed  them  on 
their  feats.  Here  their  excellencies 
were  acquainted  with  the  king’s 
commands,  that  they  (lion Id  be  pro¬ 
vided  with  every  accommodation, 
and  requeued  to  order  every  thing 
alter  their  own  manner,  which 
thould  be  particularly  attended  to. 
An  officer  of  the  garrifon  wifhed  to 
know  il  they  chol'e  to  be  attended 
with  a  guard,  which  they  politely 
refuted.  They  were  then  conduct¬ 
ed  to  the  apartments  provided  for 
their  reception ;  to  which  they  re¬ 
tired  with  great  fatisfaftion.  Their 
attendants  were  only  38  in  num¬ 
ber,  home  having  died  during  the 
yoyage, 

19.  The  following  letter,  figned 
bv  the  counfel  of  the  king’s-bench 
bar,  who  had  prafti  fed  in  that  court, 
during  lord  Mansfield’s  adminift ra¬ 
tion,  was  tranfmitted  to  the  vene¬ 
rable  earl  by  Mr.  E rOkine,  at  the 
delire  of  Mr.  Bearcroft,  the  fenior 
of  that  bar,  and  the  other  gentle¬ 
men  who  had  fubferibed  it: 

“  My  Lord,  June  19. 

li  It  was  our  wifh  to  have  waited 
pcrfonally  upon  your  lordfliip  in  a 
body,  to  have  taken  our  public 
leave  of  you  on  your  retiring  from 
the  office  of  chief  juftice  of  Eng¬ 
land  ;  but  judging  of  your  lord- 
fhip’s  feelings  upon  fuch  an  occa¬ 
sion  by  our  own,  and  confidering, 
beftdes,  that  our  numbers  might  be 
Inconvenient,  we  defire  in  this  man¬ 
ner  affectionately  to  allure  your  lord¬ 
ship,  that  we  regret  with  a  juft  fen- 


(23) 

Ability,  the  lofs  of  a  magi d rate, 
whole  confpiquous  and  exalted  ta¬ 
lents  conferred  dignity  upon  the 
profeffion  ;  whole  enlightened  and 
regular  adminift  ration  of  in  ft  ice 

u  _  J 

made  its  duties  lei's  difficult  and  la¬ 
borious;  and  whole  manners  ren¬ 
dered  them  pleafunt  and  re  ip  eft- 
able. 

ft  Ifut,  while  we  lament  our  lofs, 
we  remember,  with  peculiar  fatis- 
faftion,  that  your  lordffiip  is  not  cut 
oft'  from  us  by  the  Bidden  ftro.ke  pf 
painful  diftemper,  or  the  more  dif- 
treffing  ebb  of  thoip  extraordinary 
faculties  which  have  fo  long  dfftin- 
guifhed  you  a  mom  gif  men  ;  but  that 
it  has  plea  led  God  to  allow,  fo  the 
evening  of  an  ufeful  and  illuftrroils 
life,  the  pure  ft  enjoyments  which 
nature  has  ever  allotted  to  it— the 
unclouded  refleftions  of  a  fuperior 
and  unfading  mind  over  its  varied 
events,  and  the  happy  confciouf- 
nefs  that  it  has  been  faithfully  and 
eminently  devoted  to  the  high  elf 
duties  of  human  fociety,  in  the 
moil  dillinguifhed  nation  upon 
earth. 

“  May  the  feafon  of  this  high 
fatisfaftion  bear  its  proportion  to  the 
lengthened  days  of  your  aftivity 
and  ftrength  1” 

Signed,  &c. 

His  lordfliip,  without  detaining 
the  fervant  five  minutes,  returned 
the  following  anfwer  : 

To  the  hon.  T.  Erfkine,  Serjeant’s- 
Inn. 

Caen  Wood,  June  19. 
t£  Dear  Sir, 

“  I  cannot  but  be  extremely  flat¬ 
tered  by  the  letter  which  I  this  mo¬ 
ment  have  the  honour  to  receive. 

“  If  I  have  given  fatisfaftion,  it 
is  owing  to  the  learning  and  can¬ 
dour  of  the  bar.  The  liberality 
and  integrity  of  their  practice  freed 
the  judicial  inveftigation  of  truth 
and  juftice  from  many  difficulties. 
(B  4)  The 
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The  memory  of  the  afliftance  I 
have  received  from  them,  and  the 


deep  imprefiion  which  .the  extraor¬ 
dinary  mark  they  have  now  given 
me  of  their  approbation  and  affec¬ 
tion  has  nyade  upon  my  mind,  will 
be  a  fource  of  perpetual  confolatioa 
an  my  decline  of  life,  under  the 
prefiure  of  bodily  infirmities,  which 
made  it  my  duty  to  retire, 

I  am,  dear  fir,  with  gratitude  to 
you  and  the  other  gentlemen,  your 
mod  affedionate  and  obliged  hum- 
ble  fervaiu,  MaNSFIELI).<; 


Thus,  equally  honourable  to  both 
parties,  terminated  the  laib  corref- 
pondence  between  his  lordfhip  and 
the  bar.  See  p.  ( 21 ). 

23.  At  Briflan,  in  Norfolk,  near 
the  feat  of  fir  Edward  Aftley,  hart, 
the  neighbourhood  were  alarmed  by 
a  considerable  finking  of  the  earth 
near  the  road,  on  Saturday  the  21ft 
of  June,  in  the  night;  baton  the 
Sunday  following,  in  the  evening, 
a  much  larger  linking  took  place  in 
a  plough  held  adjoining  the  road, 
she  figure  nearly  circular,  210  feet 
in  circumference,  60  feet  in  dia¬ 
meter,  and  in  depth  about  27  feet, 
with  an  irregular  hope  ;  upon  exa¬ 
mination,  another  falling-in  was 
chfcovered  about  go  feet  in  circum¬ 
ference  ;  and  all  thefe  without  any 
agitation  in  the  air,  fhock  of  an 
earthquake,  op  the  lead  fuhterj*ane- 
ous  noife.  Holes  have  fallen  in 
lince,  but  none  to  produce  a  ferious 
alarm. 

24.  William  Curtis  and  James 

Blomcfield,  efq.  elected  flierifFs  of 
London  and  Middlefex.  See  bare 
(25).  '  *  r  - 

26.  A  greater  fall  of  rain  began 
about  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
and  continued  incefiantly  for  two 
bouts,  accompanied  by  fotne  tre¬ 
mendous  claps  of  thunder,  than 
fe-  feef?  reinerTrljered  in  London 

'  v  v*  vt  •  *  ih 


for  many  years.  The  fireets  were 
impaliible  by  foot  pailengers  ; 
and,  near  North umberland-houfe, 
where  St.  Martin’s  lane  joins  the 
main  flreet,  the  current  ran  fo 
ftrong,  that  carriages  durif  not  ven¬ 
ture  through  it.  Near  the  bottom 
of  Northumberland-ilreet  fuch  a 
.(loppage  took  place  in  the  fewer, 
that  it  blew  up  the  pavement  half¬ 
way  over  the  ilreet.  Great  damage 
was  done,  and  much  private  pro¬ 
perty  deflroyed  or  fpoiled. 

During  the  fall  of  rain,  a  ball 
of  fire  burfl  about  the  middle  of 
New  Q-eorge  Ilreet,  broke  the  win¬ 
dows  of  feveral  houfes,  and  entered 
one  houfe,  where  it  fplit  a  cup¬ 
board  in  the  parlour,  defaced  fome 
pictures,  and  melted  part  of  the 
water-pipe  in  the  kitchen. 

About  five  in  the  afternoon  part 
of  the  wall  in  Tower-ditch  gave  way 
to  the  length  of  twenty  yards  and 
more. 

i Jamaica ,  A^r\l  5.  The  Have-laws 
here  have  been  reviled  and  confo- 
lidated,  and  feveral  regulations 
made  in  favour  of  the  negroes. 
The  aflembly  have  palled  an  ad, 
which  contains  the  following  re¬ 
forms  :  j .  Every  poiEfior  of  a  Have 
is  prohibited  from  turning  him 
away  when  incapacitated  by  fick- 
pefs  or  age,  but  mull  provide  for 
him  the  wholefome  neceffaries  of 
lile,  under  a  penalty  of  ten  pounds 
for  every  offence.  2.  Every  perform 
who  mutilates  a  Have  fjiall  pay  a 
fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
pounds,  and  be  jmprifoned  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  twelve  months  ;  arjd,  in 
very  atrocious  cafes,  the  fiaves  may 
be  declared  free  3,  Any  perfoti 
wantonly  or  blopdy-mrndedly  kill¬ 
ing  a  Have  fhtUl  fuffer  death.  4, 
Ary  perl'011  whipping,  bruifing, 
wounding,  or  imprifoning  a  Have, 
not  his  property,  nor  under  his 
care,  H14H  be  fubjed  to  fine  and 
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imprifonment.  5.  A  parochial  tax 
to  be  railed  for  the  fupport  of  ne¬ 
groes  di  lab  led  by  ficknefs  and  old 
age,  having  no  owner. 

27.  The  manufacturing  fociety 
at  Philadelphia  have,  at  length,  ob¬ 
tained  two  complete  machines  for 
carding  and  {pinning  cotton,  one  of 
which  cards  401b.  of  cotton  a  day, 
and  the  other  lpins  50  threads  at  a 
time.  They  are  in  great  hopes  of 
improving  this  manufactory,  as  of 
the  greateii  advantage  to  the  date, 

J  U  L  Y, 

1.  On  Tuefday,  June  17,  was 
laid,  in  the  village  of  Killearn,  in 
the  county  of  Stirling,  in  Scotland, 
the  foundation  done  of  an  obelifk, 
100  feet  high,  to  the  memory  of 
the  celebrated  George  Buchanan, 
.Scotch  hiftorian  and  poet.  This 
obeliik  is  building  by  the  iubfcrip- 
tions  of  a  number  of  gentlemen  in 
that  neighbourhood,  and  other  parts 
.of  Scotland,  particularly  in  and  a~ 
bout  the  city  of  Glaigow,  and,  when 
completed,  will  be  feen  at  a  great 
diltance,  and  be  by  far  the  molt 
beautiful  of  any  thing  of  the  kind 
jn  North  Britain, 

3.  John  Pardoe,  efq.  elected  (lie- 
rid,  ill  the  room  of  James  BlQme- 
fleld,  efq.  who  difqualified. 

5,  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  lord  Raw- 
don,  and  ibme  other  perfons  pf  dif- 
tindlion,  have  lately  let  on  foot  a 
fcheme  for  exploring  the  interior 
parts  of  Africa,  and  proper  affi Hants 
are  immediately  to  embark  tor  that 
purpofe. 

g.  An  inquifition  was  taken  on 
rhe  body  of  Charles  Craddock,  who 
threw  himfelf  from  the  monument 
on  Monday  lad.  It  appeared,  that 
the  poor  man  had  been  melancholy 
for  Ibme  time  preceding  his  perpe¬ 
trating  this  rafli  adlion,  and  that  011 
Thuriday  lad  he  went  to  fee  the 


monument,  and  continued  thereon 
near  two  hours,  and  until  he  was 
fetched  down  by  the  man  who  (hews 
it.  He  afterwards  told  a  peribn* 
he  had  put  his  leg  over  the  rail, 
with  intention  to  get  over ;  and  an¬ 
other  he  had  told,  that  if  a  perfon 
wanted  to  deitroy  himfelf,  the  mo¬ 
nument  afforded  a  fine  opportunity. 
He  was  feen  on  the  outfide  of  the 
railing  of  the  gallery,  and  to  look 
down  with  great  earneftnefs  before 
he  threw  himfelf  off.  The  jury 
found  their  verdift  lunacy. 

A  free  pardon  fent  to  Mr.  Wil¬ 
kins,  the  printer.  See  vol.  viii.  for 
1787.^(27)^ 

10.  Sir  Benjamin  Hammet  elebk 
ed  (lieriff  inffead  of  John  Pardoe, 
efq.  who,  on  the  plea  of  age  and 
infirmities,  had  refufed  to  take  up¬ 
on  him  that  office.  See  p.  (28). 

11.  Yefterday  the  child  of  Mr, 
Wilfon,  baker,  in  Berwick-ilreet, 
was  killed  in  the  arms  of  the  maid- 
fervant,  near  the  father’s  door,  by" 
the  falling  of  a  Bower-pot  from  a 
two  pair  of  (lairs  window. 

1 2.  On  Wednefday  morning,  a- 
bout  three  o’clock,  the  ancient  fa¬ 
bric  of  Sr.  Chad  in  Shrewfoury, 
tumbled  into  ruins  with  an  aftonhh- 
ing  crafh,  which  greatly  alarmed 
the  inhabitants,  but  no  one  was 
hurt. 

St.  James’s,  July  12.  This  morn¬ 
ing  their  majeffies,  with  the  prin¬ 
ce  is  royal,  princefs  Augulla,  and 
princefs  Elizabeth,  fet  out  from 
Windfor  for  Cheltenham, 

Cheltenham ,  July  13.  Their  ma- 
jefiies,  with  the  princefs  xoyal, 
princefs  Augufia,  and  princefs  Eli¬ 
zabeth,  having  fet  out  from  Wind¬ 
for  yefierday  morning,  at  a  quarter 
before  (even  o’clock,  proceeded  to 
the  earl  of  Harcourt’s  at  Nune- 
liam,  and,  after  Ikying  there  two 
hours,  continued  their  journey  to 
this  pkee*  where  they  arrived  a  lit- 
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tie  before  five  in  the  afternoon. 
The  concourfc  of  people  was  very 
great  in  all  the  towns  through  which 
they  palled,  and  every  demonft ra¬ 
tion  of  loyalty  was  (hewn  on  the 
occafion. 

24.  This  morning  their  majefties 
and  the  prineeffes  attended  divine 
fervice  at  the  pari  hi  church,  where 
a  fermon  was  preached  Jby  the  bi- 
fhop  of  Giouccfler, 

Cheltenham ,  jfitfy  14.  The  royal 
family  refide  at  lord  Fau  con  berg’s 
lodge,  on  an  eminence  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  town, 
arid  about  200  yards  from  the  (pa. 

Yefierday  in  the  afternoon  their 
-majefiies,  /he  three  prineeffes,  and 
feveral  ladies  in  waiting,  walked 
through  the  town.  The  crowd 
wa<»  very  great  ;  but  the  care  of  the 
conflables  prevented  them  from  be¬ 
ing  troublefome.  On  this  <  ccafion 
his  majefty  pleafantly  obferved  to 
the  queen,  <4  We  muff  walk  about 
for  two  or  three  days  to  pleafe  thefe 
good  people,  and  then  we  may  walk 
about  to  pleafe  ourfelves.” 

The  great  objedl*  of  the  king’s 
journey  to  Cheltenham  is  to  keep  off 
the  gout.  His  complaint  for  fame 
time  pad  has  been  a  flying  gout, 
which  his  phyficians  could  readily 
fix  by  the  ufe  of  proper  regimen  ; 
but  his  majeffy  dreads  fuch  a  lodg¬ 
ment,  as  it  would  or  courfe  prevent 
him  from  ufiog  that  exercife  which 
has-been  fo  much  his  habit  as  well 
as  inclination.  Cheltenham  waters 
are  reckoned  the  belt  in  the  king¬ 
dom  for  this  purpofe.  See  page 
(28L 

16.  In  the  new  gaol  at  Chelms¬ 
ford,  which  in  point  of  regularity 
and  cleanlincfs  fets  an  example  that 
is  very  commendable,  there  are  now 
conftru&ing  different  cells  for  fob- 
tary  imprifonment.  Eight  are  al¬ 
ready  built  ;  thirty-two  are  to  be  add¬ 
ed.  In  each  there  is  a  wooden  re- 
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ceptacle  for  a  bed,  an  iron  bafon 
for  water,  a  chain  in  the  middle  of 
the  floor,  which  is  to  be  fallened  to 
the  priloner’s  leg,  and  the  light  is 
let  in  from  the  top  only  of  the  win¬ 
dow.  Three  times  a  day  they  are 
to  be  vilited  by  the  turnkey,  who 
is  to  bring  them  their  necefliny 
bread  ;  and  beyond  that — all  human 
intercourle  is  to  be  denied  them. 

17.  Came  on  to  be  heard  before  the 
chancellor,  at  Lincoln’s-inn-hall, 
a  petition  of  a  lingular  nature.  The 
petitioner  was  a  bankrupt,  who  was 
felicitous  to  obtain  his  certificate, 
to  which  his  creditors  had  fi vilified 
their  confeut.  The  prayer  of  his 
petition  was,  that  a  queftiqn  pro¬ 
pounded  to  him  by  one  of  his  cre¬ 
ditors,  at  his  lafi  examination,  and 
the  bankrupt’s  anfwer  to  fuch  quefi* 
•tion,  might  be  expunged  from  the 
proceedings  under  the  commilfion 
of  bankruptcy* 

The  queftion  propounded  was, 
“  Whether  the  bankrupt  had  1  >ff 
5I.  by  a  game  at  cards,”  Which 
he  acknowledged  he  had. 

This  application  to  the  chancel¬ 
lor  became  neceffary,  by  a  certain 
provifion  in  the  bankrupt  laws,  by 
which  a  bankrupt,  who  has  )ofi  5I. 
at  one  time  at  a  game  of  cards, 
and  feme  other  fpecies  of  gambling 
therein  defenbed,  is  precluded  front 
obtaining  his  certificate. 

u 

The  chancellor  reieefed  the  peti-. 
tion. 

18.  Our  fiflheries  this  feafon  have 
turned  out  very  profitable,  and  will 
amply  reward  the  adventurers  in 
that  valuable,  important,  and  in- 
creafing  trade.  The  fouthern  whale- 
fifiiery  was  never  before  fo  fortu¬ 
nate. 

There  were  but  18  (hips  employ¬ 
ed  in  the  fouthern  whale  fifiiery  in 
1785,  and  the  amount  of  their  car¬ 
goes  was  eftimated  at  30,0001.  The 
trade  was  increafed  in  the  lad  year 
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to  an  amazing  degree  ;  it  employed 
no  lei's  than  38  fhips,  vvhofe  cai> 
goes  were  eftimated  at  more  than 
100, cool.  fo  that  in  two  years  the 
number  of  fhips  employed  was 
more  than  doubled,  and  the  value 
of  the  trade  more  than  trebled.  In 
the  prefent  the  number  of  fhips  em^ 
ployred  is  upwards  of  fifty,  and  their 
cargoes  are  expected  to  amount  to 
near  2.00, 000L 

The  Greenland  fifhery  is  alfo  ra¬ 
pidly  increafing,  and  bids  fair  to 
render  the  molt  important  bpnefiti* 
to  this  country.  At  no  period  be¬ 
fore  the  laii  war  were  there  env 
ployed  in  that  trade  icp  fhips;  in 
the  year  before  laft,  however,  there 
were  employed  1  5  1  fhips ;  and  Jail 
year,  notwithftanding  the  reduction, 
of  the  bounty,  there  were  employe 
ed  248  blips,  the  value  of  whofe 
cargoes  amounted  to  more  than  the 
fourth  oi  a  million  :  and  this  feafon 
has  alfo  produced  a  great  ineneafe 
of  (hipping  in  this  fifhery,  the  pro¬ 
fits  of  which  there  is  no  doubt  will 
be  greatly  augmented, 

19.  A  new  halfpenny  is  complet¬ 
ed.  It  is  exceedingly  beautiful. 
The  piece  i-s  conliderably  larger  than 
the  prefent  halfpenny,  and  the  ex¬ 
ergue  is  fo  finely  engraved,  that  it 
will  be  impoifible  for  forgery  to  ap¬ 
proach  it, 

Yarmouth ,  July  2t.  The  vafi; 
fwanns  or  herrings,  while  round¬ 
ing  the  high  fhores  of  Berwick  and 
St.  Tobb’s  were  fmartiy  attacked  by 
the  gannets  darting  on  them  in  a 
furpnling  manner.  The  number 
of  herrings  this  feafon  is  imrnenfe  ; 
their  paffage  by7  Dunbar  was  very 
beautiful,  as  the  fun-beams  played 
on  them.  Our  roads  have  (warm¬ 
ed  with  them,  refleding  the  inoft 
fplendid  colours  in  fine  weather. 

23.  This  morning,  about  half 
paft  nine  o’clock,  a  fire  burfl  out  in 
g  clofe  adjoining  the  clerk  of  the 


delivery’s  office  in  the  ordnance* 
office  at  the  To.ver  (where  the 
brulh-wood  is  kept  for  lighting  the 
fires  in  winter.  An  alarm  was  imme¬ 
diately  given,  engines  in  great  num¬ 
bers  were  directly  procured  ;  but 
the  tide  being  unufually  low,  and 
as  no  fupply  of  water,  adequate  to 
the  demand,  could  be  procured,  It 
raged  with  great  violence  for  up¬ 
wards  of  three  hours ;  infomuch, 
that  the  whole  of  the  two  upper 
itories  are  deflroved  ;  and  the  roof 
to  the  lower  offices  burnt  through* 
The  foldiers,  labourers,  and  ail 
hands  were  fet  to  work  to  remove 
books,  papers,  &c,  from  the  midff 
of  the  flames,  which  was,  la  gene¬ 
ral,  happily^  effected. 

During  the  raging  of  the  flames* 
before  water  coula  be  procured, 
there  were  great  a pp r che n lions  for 
the  rope-houfe,  which  joins  the  ord¬ 
nance-office,  where  feveral  combus¬ 
tibles  are  kept  in  fiore.  All  hands 
were  fet  to  work  to  remove  ropes, 
wheel-barrows,  &c.  which  were  put 
out  in  the  vard. 

At  twelve  o’clock  fome  water 
was  procured  by  running  two  en¬ 
gines  into  the  liver  below  low-water 
mark,  which  fupplied  the  other  en¬ 
gine?,  the  tide  being  too  low  for 
the  floating  engine  to  work* 

25.  The  falaries  of  the  com'mif- 
fio tiers  of  the  cuftoms  and  excife  in 
Scotland  are  augmented.— -Each 
commiffioner  is  now  to  have  600U 
per  annum,  free  from  all  deduc¬ 
tions.  Formerly  the  falary  was  oar 
]y  90 cl.  from  which  there  was  a 
deduction  of  between  30I.  and  40I. 

Yefie relay  arrived  at  Newgate 
from  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  Mr, 
Townfend,  one  of  the  officers  of 
Bow-fireer,  with  George  Barring¬ 
ton  in  his  cuficdy,  who  was  remov¬ 
ed  by  writ  of  habeas  corpus  from 
that  town  by  order  of  Mr.  Juflice 
Qrofe,  fur  privately  dealing  from 
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the  perfon  of  Haviland  Le  Melurief, 
efq.  a  filk  purfe  containing  twenty- 
guineas  and  a  half,  and  for  which 
felony  he  hands  outlawed. 

A  letter  from  Edinburgh  men¬ 
tions,  that  yefterday  fehmight  the 
gallery  of  the  Perth  theatre  gave 
way  during  the  performance  of  Mac¬ 
beth  ;  there  were  above  300  people 
In  it,  many  of  whom  were  danger- 
ouflywvounded,  and  feveral  pair  re¬ 
covery^ 

We  hear,  that  a  hill  of  conlider- 
able  fize  in  the  peninfula,  called 
Cotencin,  in  Normandy,  on  the 
north-weft  coaft  of  France,  fuddenly 
foitrft  with  an  explofion  that  Ihook 
the  adjacent  parts  two  miles  round, 
and  immediately  a  torrent  of  water 
mixed  with  fand,  earth  and  broken 
hones,  ifiued  from  the  opening,  and 
inundated  the  fields  to  the  depth  of 
Several  feet,  fweeping  away  cattle, 
iann-houfes,  and  cottages  in  its 
courfe  to  the  fea.  The  torrent  gra¬ 
dually  lelTened,  and  was  quite  hop¬ 
ped  in  twenty-four  hours.  The 
marquis  de  Noimel,  who  is  lord  of 
the  manor,  has  given  every  poilible 
aiMancc  to  the  dift  relied  tenants, 
and  generoufly  remitted  the  rents 
due  from  thofe  who  are  tunable  to 
bear  the  lofs. 

Plymouth ,  July  23.  La  ft  night 
arrived  from  a  cruile  to  the  weft- 
ward,  admiral  Gower’s  fleet,  and 
anchored  in  the  Sound  and  Caufand 
;JBay,  all  well.  The  Andromeda, 
prince  William  Henry,  parted  with 
the  fieet  oft  the  Dead  man,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  his  voyage  to  Quebec, 
who e  his  royal highnefs  isto  winter. 

26.  At  a  court  of  common  coun¬ 
cil,  the  petition  of  John  Pardoe,  elcj. 
was  presented,  praying  to  be  dri- 
charged  from  the  office  of  fheriff, 
which  was  rejected  ;  and  it  was  or¬ 
dered  that  he  fhould  be  profecuted 
tor  the  line,  6ooi.  Nine  aldermen 
£nd  thirty-lour  commoners  were  for 
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Mr.  Pardoe,  and  three  aldermen 
and  fifty-three  commoners  again  ft 
him. 

Chelfen  bam ,  July  23.  On  T  h  u  r  f- 
day,  the  king,  queen,  and  three 
princelfes,  vifited  Gioucefter,  They 
alighted  at  the  palace  :  the  bifiiop  at¬ 
tended  by  the  dean  and  chapter,  and 
the  clergy  of  the  diocefe,  add  relied 
the  king,  who  received  them  very 
gracioully,  and  they  had  alfo  the  ho- 
nour  of  being  prefen  ted  to  the 
queen.  The  mayor  and  corporation 
then  attended,  and  the  town-clerk 
add  relied  his  majefty,  They  were 
like  wife  prefented  to  the  queen. 
Their  majefties  afterwards  vifited 
the  cathedral,  the  pin-man ufaeftory 
of  Mr.  alderman  Weaver,  the  coun¬ 
ty  infirmary,  and  the  gaol  now 
building.  They  then  returned  to 
the  bifliop’s  palace,  and  fet  out  on 
their  return  to  this  place.  The 
concourfe  of  people  in  the  ftreets  of 
Gioucefter  was  immenfe  ;  but  from 
the  order  that  was  obferved  through 
the  attention  of  the  magiftrates, 
their  majefties  were  not  in  the  leail 
incommoded. 

His  majefty  is  conftantly  at  the 
Spa  a  little  after  fix  in  the  morning, 
he  drinks  a  glafs  of  the  water,  then 
walks  half  an  hour  with  the  queen 
and  princeftes,  who  likewife  drink 
the  water.  The  king  takes  a  fecond 
glafs,  and  about  half  after  fevcii 
the  royal  party  return  to  Faucon* 
berg  houfe  ;  his  majefty  hands  the 
queen  and  princeffes  to  their  ca¬ 
rtages,  and  then  lets  out  himfelf  011 
foot.  About  eleven  o’clock  his  ma¬ 
jefty  is  conftantly  on  horieback, 
paying  no  regard  to  the  ftate  of  the 
weather  ;  he  is  attended  by  lord 
Conrrown  and  colonel  Dighy,  and 
followed  by  two  of  his  grooms. 
Then  come  the  coaches  of  her  ma¬ 
jefty  and  prince  fibs,  each  attended 
by  two  ftrvants.  They  generally 
take  the  road  to  the  hills,  on  the 
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eaft  of  Cheltenham,  return  about 
two,  dine  at  four,  and  at  feven  a p - 
pear  in  the  walks.  When  the  king 
meets  any  of  the  nobility  or  gentry 
in  the  walks  whom  he  knows,  he 
hops,  and  converies  with  them  a 
few  minutes  ;  on  thefe  occasions  he 
takes  off  his  hat,  and  frequently 
alfo  to  parties  palling.  He  often 
.walks  alone  in  the  fields  near  the 
houfe,  and  in  his  walks  and  rides 
delights  in  a  filing  queftions  of  the 
country  people  whom  he  accidental¬ 
ly  meets;  being  dreiTed  very  plain 
he  is  not  always  known.  The  com¬ 
monalty  behave  in.  a  very  reipedtfui 
manner,  uncovering  whenever  the 
royal  party  approach,  and  not 
crowding  too  clofe  upon  them. 

27.  The  lateit  accounts  from  Pa¬ 
ris  are  full  of  the  devaluation  occa- 
fipned  bv  the  ilorm  that  happened 
on  Sunday  the  13th  in  ft  ant  in  that 
neighbourhood,  which  are  dreadful 
beyond  defeription.  The  country 
for  many  fquare  leagues  is  wholly 
laid  wafte,  and  the  fruits  of  the 
earth  ,fo  totally  eradicated,  that  no 
harveft  can  be  expected  this  year. 
His  majefty’s  hunting-feat  has  fhar- 
ed  in  the  common  ruin  ;  and  the 
impreffion  made  on  the  royal  mind 
can  never  be  effaced.  He  was  wit* 
nefs  to  what  fell,  w  hich  could  not 
be  called  hail  t  they  were  enormous 
pieces  of  ice  of  fever  a!  pounds 
weight,  by  which  lamb?,  fheep, 
and  even  cows  were  killed,  and 
many  people  dangeroufty  wounded. 
The  damage,  as  far  as  is  already 
knowes,  amounts  to  one  hundred 
millions  of  livres, — This  amount  is 
published  by  authority.  In  t h e- 
diocefe  of  Paris  alone,  97  parifhes 
are  reduced  to  the  mod  urgent 
want.  The  fums  already  fubferib- 
ed  to  thejr  relief  are— a  lottery  to 
produce  twelve  millions,  his  ma- 
jefjv’s  donation  of  1*200,000  livres, 
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befides  a  very  large  receipt  from 
the  benefits  at  the  places  of  public 
entertainment. 

Calcutta,  Jan.  17.  On  Tuef- 
day  night  preceding,  ferjeant  Rofst 
the  barrack-ferjeant  of  Fort-Wil¬ 
liam,  was  robbed  by  three  Euro¬ 
pean  footpads,  armed  with  fworda 
and  piilols,  between  eight  and  nine 
in  the  evening,  near  the  gallows* 
on  the  road  leading  from  Kide- 
poor  to  the  fort  ?  this  is  the  fir  if 
highway  robbery  ever  known  in  that 
country. 

28.  A  monument  is  juft  ere«fted  by 
voluntary  fubferiptions  (particular¬ 
ly  from  the  Marine  Society)  in  the 
north  crofs-aiile  of  Weftminfter- 
abbev,  deftened  and  executed  bv 
J.  and  F.  James  Moore. —Above  the 
elevation  of  a  pedeftal,  containing 
the  infeription,  riles  a  pyramid,  at 
the  top  of  which  is  a  lamp,  emble¬ 
matic  of  perpetual  light  ;  under¬ 
neath,  a  medallion  of  the  deceafedj, 
adorned  around  ;  immediately  un¬ 
der  which  is  a  farcophagus,  fup- 
pofed  to  contain  his  remains,  ex¬ 
ternally  decorated  at  the  top  with 
his  arm?  and  feftoons  ;  in  the  body 
of  it  is  a  relievo  of  Britannia,  with 
her  emblems  of  government,  peace 
and  war,  trade,  navigation,  and 
lion,  reprefenting  the  fociety,  wiih 
a  benign  countenance,  diftributing 
cloathmg  to  an  alrnoft  naked  boy, 
who  receives  it  with  joy  a$d  grati¬ 
tude.  A  fecond  boy  l’upplicating 
for  the  like  bounty,  his  diftieftea 
vifible  by  his  imploring  counte¬ 
nance  ;  a  third  made  happy,  lifted 
out  and  trained  for  fea,  fuftaining 
a  flop’s  rudder,  and  pointing  up 
to  the  bead  of  his  benefactor* 
From  behind  the  pyramid,  on  the 
right  towards  the  top,  proportion- 
ahly  to  the  reft,  flies  the  Britifh 
flag,  over  a  conquered  one  ;  on  the 
other  fide,  that  of  the  Society,  with 
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its  motto,  “  Charity  and  Policy 
united,”  fimilai  to  the  other. — The 
Epitaph  ; 

“  Sacred  to  the  memory  of 
Jonas  Hanway, 

Who  departed  this  life  Sept.  5,  1786, 
agt'd  74. 

But  whofe  name  livefh,  and  will 
ever  live, 

Whild  adtive  Piety  dial!  didinguifh 
The  Chridian, 

Integrity  and  truth  fhall  recommend 
The  Britifli  Merchant, 

And  univerfal  kindncfs  lhall  charac- 
terife 

The  Citizen  oi  the  World. 

The  helplefs  Infant  nurtured  through 
hjs  care. 

The  friendlcfs  Proftitute,  flickered 
and  reformed. 

The  Ftopelefs  Youth,  refcued  from 
mifery  and  ruin, 

And  train’d  to  ferve  and  to  defend 
his  country, 

United  in  one  common  drain  of  gra- 
titude, 

Bear  teflimony  to  their  benefactor’s 
virtues. 

This  was  the  Friend  and  Father  of 
the  Poor  1” 

29.  On  the  20th  of  lad  month, 
as  fome  labourers  were  cutting  turf 
in  a  bog  near  Empor-Lodgg,  in  the 
county  of  Wedmeath,  they  found 
at  the  depth  of  18  feet,  the  body  of 
a  very  tall  man  in  an  credt  podure, 
where,  in  all  probabilhy,  it  has 
been  for  many  centuries.  On  exa¬ 
mination,  every  part  was  as  entire 
as  at  the  day  of  his  death  ;  his  ikki 
was  in  colour  and  confidence  like  a 
half-tanned  calf-lkin,  and  aimoil 
impenetrable;  the  few  hairs  that 
were  fcattered  on  his  head  were 
remarkably  coarfe,  his  dature  was 
fix  feet  three  inches ;  not  the  duall¬ 
ed  remains  of  cloa-hs  were  found 
around,  nor  could  any  mark  of  vio¬ 
lence  be  difeovered  on  the  body. 
From  this  cucumitance  it  is  conjee* 
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tured,  that  the  unhappy  wretch  was 
drowned  at  a  time  when  the  bog 
was  a  quagmire,  or  {Faking  feraw, 
and  having  funk  to  the  gravel,  re¬ 
mained  in  that  eredb  podure  he  was 
found  in.  The  quagmire,  in.  the 
courfe  of  many  centuries,  conloli- 
dated  into  a  bog,  and  thus  preferv- 
ed  the  body  more  perfectly  than  If 
it  were  embalmed. 

30.  At  the  lad  meeting-  of  the 
Sunday  fchools  fociety,  it  was  re¬ 
ported  by  their  committee,  that 
lince  the  invitation  of  the  fociety 
they  had  edabkfhed  and  affifled  432 
fchools,  containing  27,919  fcholars; 
and  that  the  feveral  fchools  had 
been  fupplied  with  33,554  Spelling- 
books,  9393  Tedaments,  and  1,982 
Bibles. 

A  great  female  perfonage,  hear¬ 
ing  lately  that  Mr.  Raikfes  of  Glou- 
cefler  was  at  Windfor  on  a  vilit  to 
one  of  his  relations,  fent  for  him 
to  the  Lodge,  and  expreffed  a  dedre 
to  know  bv  what  accident  a  thought, 
which  promt  fed  fo  much  benent  to 
the  lower  order  of  the  people  as  the 
inditution  of  Sunday  fchools  was 
fuggeded  to  his  mind  ;  and  what 
eftedts  were  ohfervable  in  confe- 
quence  on  the  manners  of  the  poor. 
In  a  converfation  which  laded  more 
than  an  hour,  her  majedy  graci- 
ouily  laid,  that  file  envied  thofe-" 
who  had  the  power  of  doing  good, 
by  thus  perfonally  promoting  the 
welfare  of  fociety,  in  giving  in- 
drudtion  and  morality  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  mafs  of  tire  common  people,  a 
pleaiure  from  which,  by  her  lit  na¬ 
tion,  (lie  was  debarred.— What  a 
glorious  fentiment  is  this  for  a 
queen  ! — Were  this  known  amongft 
the  ladies  of  the  Britifli  nation,  it 
would  ferve  to  animate  them  with 
zeal  to  follow  the  example  which 
the  queen  is  dedrous  to  fet  before 
them  ! 

31.  Advices  from  New  Orleans, 

dated 
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dated  March  26,  mention,  that  on 
Good-Friday,  at  half  after  one 
o’clock  at  noon,  a  fire  broke  out  at 
a  large  houfe  (the  treafurer’s)  not 
far  from  the  church,  which  burnt 
with  irrefifttble  fury  ;  and,  commu¬ 
nicating  to  the  adjacent  building, 
foon  reached  the  guard-houfe,  from 
thence  to  the  church,  and  continued 
for  five  hours,  carrying  ruin  and 
devaftation  to  all  quarters  of  the 
town.  There  were  neither  fire- 
engines,  buckets,  hooks,  or  ladders, 
fo  that  every  effort  was  vain.  The 

j 

whole  town  was  laid  in  allies  before 
eight  o’clock  at  night,  excepting 
the  front  row  and  two  (1  reels  to  the 
weft  ward,  which  were  preferved  by 
the  wind  blowing  ftrongly  the  whole 
time  from  the  fouth  and  fouth-eaft. 
Out  of  900  houfes,  it  is  computed, 
that  700  are  deftroyed. 

The  havock  can  fed  by  this  dread¬ 
ful  conflagration  originated  at  the 
houfe  of  a  zealous  catholic  ;  who, 
not  finished  with  worftiipping  God 
in  his  ufual  way,  had  a  chapel,  or 
altar,  erefted  in  his  houfe,  for  the 
purpofe  of  paying  adoration,  and 
which  he  had  illuminated  with  50 
or  60  wax  tapers,  as  if  his  prayers 
could  not  afcend  to  heaven  without 
them  ;  thefe  lights  being  left  neg¬ 
lected  at  the  hour  of  dinner,  fet 
fire  to  the  cicling  ;  from  1  hence  pro¬ 
ceeded  the  deftroCtiori  cl  the  moll 
regular,  well-governed,  fin  all  city 
Hi  the  wefiern  world. 

A  U  G  U  S  T. 

1.  On  Friday  the  25th  of  July, 
the  high  court  of  judiciary  met  at 
Edinburgh,  to  pronounce  fentence 
upon  James  Granger,  found  guilty, 
by  his  jury,  of  having  taken  an  adlF  e 
part  in  the  combination  among  the 
operative  weavers,  and  the  riots 
which  afterwards  took  place  in  Glaf- 
govv  and  its  neighbourhood,  in  Sep¬ 


tember  laft.  (See  vol.  viii.  for 
1787.  p.  (40).  The  verdidt  of  the 
jury  was  read,  “  that  the  prifoner 
fhould  be  carried  back  to  the  Tol- 
booth  of  Edinburgh,  therein  to  re¬ 
main  till  Wednefday  the  13th  of 
Auguft  next,  on  which  day  he 
fhould  be  publicly  whipt  through 
the  ftreets  ©f  the  city  by  the  hands 
of  the  common  executioner  ;  that 
he  ftiould  then  be  fet  at  liberty,  and 
be  allowed  till  the  14th  of  October 
to  fettle  his  affairs  ;  after  which  he 
ftiould  ban’JJp  himfelf  from  Scotland 
for  feven  years,  under  the  ufnal 
certifications  m  cafe  of  his  again  re¬ 
turning  during  that  period.”  The 
lord  juftice  clerk  defiring  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  court  upon  the  fentence, 
which  fell  to  the  court  to  pro¬ 
nounce,  in  confequence  of  the  ver- 
didl  of  the  jury ;  the  judges  all 
concurred  in  the  heinoul'nefs  of  the 
offence  ;  but  felt  for  the  prifoner* 
who,  rill  thofe  unhappy  di  flu  finances 
took  place,  had  behaved  as  a  good 
and  worthy  citizen  5  and  lord  Elk- 
grove  even  wiftied  that  the  public 
whipping  could  be  remitted.  There 
were  fome,  he  faid,  fio  callous,  as 
to  receive  that  chaftifement  with  no 
other  emotion  than  what  the  ImarE 
of  the/  lafti  of  the  executioner  oc- 
cafioned  ;  while  there  were  others 
who  had  fo  high  a  fenfe  of  the  in¬ 
dignity,  that  they  would  rather  al- 
1110ft  fubmtt  to  the  laft  punifhment 
of  the  law  than  endure  it  ;  thefe  be* 
mg  his  fen  time  nts,  he  was  extreme¬ 
ly  forry  to  be  under  the  necefiity 
of  differing  from  the  majority  of 
their  lordlhips  in  the  mode  of  pu¬ 
nifhment,  though  he  perfectly  a- 
greed  in  the  acrecioufnefs  of  the 
crime.  Lord  Swimon  felt  much  for 
the  fituation  of  the  prifoner  $  but* 
fitting  as  a  judge,  he  thought  him¬ 
felf  bound  to  call  in  his  judgment 
t©  correct  thofe  feelings,  by  way  of 

exam- 
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example  for  the  benefit  of  focietv* 
The  lentence,  as  before  recited,  was 
agreed  to,  and  pronounced. 

4.  Lord  Hood  having  vacated 
his  (eat  for  Weftminfter,  by  accept¬ 
ing  the  office  of  one  of  the  lords 
eommiffioners  of  the  admiralty,  the 
election  was  fixed  for  Friday  the 
18th  of  July,  when  the  poll  com¬ 
menced  ;  the  candidates  being  lord 
Hood  and  lord  John  Townfnend. 
At  the  final  clofe  of  the  poll  this 
day,  the  numbers  appeared  as  fol¬ 
lows  t 


Townfhend. 

Hood. 

Tot.  poll 
each  day. 

Friday,  July 

18, 

C72 

292 

864 

Saturday 

521 

484 

1005 

Monday, 

21, 

826 

839 

1665 

Tuefday, 

22, 

440 

7°4 

1  *44 

Wednelday, 

23> 

382 

573 

955 

Thurfday, 

24, 

5«7 

488 

1005 

Friday, 

25* 

408 

415 

823 

Saturday, 

26, 

302 

216 

518 

Monday, 

28, 

643 

382 

1025 

T  uefday. 

29, 

469 

233 

702 

Wednelday, 

3°* 

3Q8 

236 

654 

Thurfday, 

3L 

264 

156 

420 

Friday,  Aug 

.  i, 

123 

97 

2ZO 

Saturday, 

2, 

177 

261 

438 

Monday, 

4» 

35° 

‘93 

543 

Total 

6392 

S569 

11961 

Majority  for  lord  j .  Townfiiend,  823. 

Whereupon  lord  John  Town¬ 
fiiend  was  declared  duly  eledtea, 
and  was  chaired  in  a  proceffion  ft- 
milar  to  that  of  Mr.  Fox  in  1784. 
(See  voL  v.  p,  (35).  Never  was 
p’arty  virulence  more  confpicuous 
than, in  this  election  ;  and  the  mobs, 
riots,  and  other  difgraceful  eircum- 
ifances,  that  were  the  confequences 
of  that  virulence,  are  much  to  be 
lamented. 

5..  Laft  week  the  feffions  (or  the 
county  of  Norfolk  ended,  when 
that  'happened,  which  was  never 
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known  to  happen  in  the  county  he» 
fore :  the  different  keepers  of  the 
prifons  in  the  couuty  came  forward, 
and  informed  the  court,  they  had 
no  prifoners  to  bring  before  them* 
which  happily  furprifed  them  ;  in 
faift,  the  condudf  of  the  magiftrates 
in  the  county  of  Norfolk  is  truly  a 
pattern  for  other  counties  to  go  by  i 
the  exifting  laws  thus  managed,  are 
fully  fufficient. 

At  Leicefter  affizes,  was  tried  an 
adlion  brought  by  Mr.  Whetftone, 
again  ft  the  magiftrates  of  that  town, 
to  recover  damages  tor  the  lofs  he 
fuftained  by  a  riotous  mob,  in  the 
night  of  December  1.  who  broke 
into  his  houfe,  and  deftroyed  con- 
fiderable  property.  After  a  trial  of 
four  hours,  a  verdict 'was  given  for 
the  plantilf,  with  Two  Hundred  and 
Fourteen  Pounds  damages. 

Friday  laft  arrived  at  Lynn  in 
Norfolk,  the  Archangel,  front 
Greenland,  captain  Cook,  with  two 
fi(h.  It  was  with  much  difficulty 
(lie  got  (afe  there,  having  received 
a  deal  of  damage  in  a  gale  of  wind, 
which  drove  her  again  ft  a  field  of 
ice.  When  this  (hip  was  in  Green¬ 
land,  captain  Cook,  the  furgeon* 
and  mate,  went  on  (bore,  when  the 
captain  was  feized.  by  a  monitions 
bear,  which  immediately  hugged 
him  with  his  paws  ;  the  captain 
called  to  the  furgeon  to  fire  at  the 
creature,  though  at  fifty  yards  dh* 
fiance,  which  he  did,  and  fortunate¬ 
ly  (hot  the  bear  through  the  head, 
which  inftantly  killed  it,  and  cap¬ 
tain  Cook  was  by  this  means  laved 
Irom  being  torn  in  pieces. 

6.  On  rhe  conclufion  of  Mrs. 
Siddons*  laft  performance  at  Edin¬ 
burgh,  the  Faculty  of  advocates 
prefented  her  with  a  piece  of  plate,' 
a  tea-tray,  which  weighed  near  \  40 
ounces,  with  the  following  rnlcription 
of  yet  more  weight  to  the  poffeffor* 
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To  Mrs.  Siddons. 

As  an  acknowledgment  of  refpeft 
for  eminent  virtues  ; 

And  of  gratitude  for  pleaflire  receiv¬ 
ed  from  unrivalled  talents. 

Edinburgh,  July  1788. 

Brigbtbelmjionc ,  Aug.  6.  Three 
great  bridling  marches  were  fought 
here  to-day  ;  of  which  the  third 
was  fatal.  It  was  between  Tyne 
and  Earl,  The  latter  was  the  taller 
man,  and  a  fhoemaker  by  trade  ; 
Tyne  is  a  tayior,  and  has  fought 
feveral  battles.  They  both,  from 
the  firi!  fet-to,  fliewed  great  cour¬ 
age,  and  wafted  but  little  time  in 
manoeuvring.  Tyne  appeared  to 
have  mod  Ikill  ;  but  Earl  fought 
very  fall,  and  generally  threw  him. 
In  the  fecond  round,  Tyne’s  right 
eye  was  doled  up,  and  in  a  few 
rounds  more  he  cut  Earl  terribly 
over  the  face  in  feveral  places,  and 
aimed  mod  of  his  blows  at  the  head 
and  bread.  However,  after  a  dread¬ 
ful  conflict  of  48  minutes,  Tyne 
ft  ruck  Earl  under  the  left  fide,  and 
immediately  clofed  in,  and  threw 
him  a  mod  dreadful  fall,  which 

killed  him  indantly.  Several  fur* 

✓ 

geons,  who  were  prefent,  endea¬ 
voured  to  bleed  him,  and  otherwife 
ufe  their  Hull ;  but  all  to  no  pur¬ 
pose,  The  prince  of  Wales  has 
declared  that  he  would  have  fome 
fettlement  made  on  the  neared  re¬ 
lation  of  the  deceafed;  but  that,  on 
account  of  the  dreadful  example  he 
had  then  wknefTed,  he  would  never 
more  either  fee  or  patronize  another 
dage-fighr. 

Worcrjier,  Aug.  7.  Their  majef- 
ties  and  the  three  elded  princeffes 
arrived  at  eight  o’clock  on  Tuefday 
evening  at  the  bifhop’s  palace  in 
this  city.  The  next  morning,  the 
bifhop,  dean,  chapter,  and  other 
clergy,  waited  on  the  king,  when 
the  bifhop,  in  their  name,  addrdfed 
his  majedy,  who  was  pleafed  to  re¬ 
turn  them  a  very  gracious  anfwer, 
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and  they  had  the  h»nour  to  kifs  his 
majedy 3 s  hand*  The  corporation 
of  Worceder,  were  then  introduced 
by  the  earl  of  Oxford,  when  the 
earl  of  Coventry,  recorder  of 
Worceder,  complimented  the  king 
in  their  name,  in  a  very  elegant 
and  loyal  fpeech,  to  which  his 
majedy  returned  a  gracious  anfwer9 
and  the  corporation  had  alfo  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  kifs  his  majedy ’s  ban  do 
The  nobility  and  gentry  of  the 
county  afterwards  waited  on  the 
king,  and  his  majedy  conferred  the 
honour  of  knighthood  on  Mr, 
Charles  Withers. 

Their  majedies  and  the  princeffes 
then  attended  divine  fervice  at  the 
cathedral,  where  a  charity  fermon 
was  preached  by  the  reverend  Dr» 
Langford,  one  of  the  canons  of 
Windfor,  and  chaplain  in  ordinary  to 
his  majedy  ,  for  the  fupport  of  the 
widows  and  children  of  the  three 
choirs  of  Worceder,  Gloueefter,  and 
Hereford. 

Wind  for,  Aug.  18.  Their  majef- 
ties,  and  the  princefs  royal,  princefs 
Augulla,  and  princefs  Elizabeth,  fet 
out  from  Cheltenham  at  eight 
o’clock  on  Saturday  morning  lad* 
the  nobility,  gentry,  and  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  that  place  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood  being  affemblcd  there, 
to  teftifv  their  refpeid  on  the  oeca- 
fion.  At  half  an  hour  after  one 
their  inajefties  and  the  princeffes 
alighted  at  earl  Harcourt/s  feat 
at  N -meham,  where  they  remained 
till  near  fix  o’clock  in  the  evening* 
and  at  half  an  hour  after  nine  ar¬ 
rived  in  perfect  health  at  their  royal 
refidence,  where  they  were  received 
with  every  poifible  demonftration  of 
of  joy  by  ail  ranks  of  people.  In 
the  courfe  of  this  excurfion  his  ma» 
jedy  vifited  feveral  of  the  nobility*, 
&c.  at  their  country  feats. 

Redding ,  Aug.  9.  On  Wednefday 
morning  lad,  about  five  o’clock,  a. 
fire  broke  out  in  the  dabks  belong- 
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ing  to  the  White  Hart  inn,  at 
Maidenhead,  which  confumed  the 
fame,  together  with  a  barn  full  of 
wheat,  and  feveral  adjoining  build¬ 
ings  :  two  perfons  were  in  great 
danger  of  being  burnt.  On  an  ex¬ 
amination  into  the  caufe  of  this  ac¬ 
cident  by  the  magiftrates,  it  appear¬ 
ed  to  have  happened  through  the 
earelefinefs  and  negligence  of  the 
two  hoftlers  at  the  inn,  who  had 
left  two  candles  burning  in  the 
liable  at  four  o’clock,  after  fetting 
out  a  waggon,  and  then  going  to 
bed  and  leaving  them  burning. 
Upon  proof  of  this,  Mr.  Powey, 
high-fteward,  Mr.  Taylor,  mayor, 
and  Mr,  Penfold,  the  magiftrate  for 
the  town,  committed  the  laid  hoiilers 
to  the  houfe  of  correction  at  Read¬ 
ing,  there  to  be  confined  and  kept 
to  hard  labour  for  eighteen  months, 
according  to  the  directions  of  the 
a£t  of  parliament  made  for  punifli- 
ing  fervants  carelef&ly  fetting  fire  to 
houfes  or  buildings.  It  is  hoped, 
that  the  example  will  be  a  warning 
to  other  fervants,  and  induce  them  to 
be  more  careful  of  fire  in  future. 

Dublin?  Aug.  8.  About  twelve 
o’clock  the  river  Liffey  prefent- 
ed  the  molt  extraordinary  appear¬ 
ance  from  Ifland  bridge  to  the 
Upper-ferry.  A  variety  of  fi(h,  ap¬ 
parently  fuffocated  in  the  water, 
were  feen  floating  on  the  furface : 
many  had  turned  on  their  backs, 
and  were  fo  deftitute  of  motion  and 
flrength  as  to  be  eafily  caught  by 
the  hand  :  amongft  them  were  fal- 
mon,  falm  n-trour,  flounders,  and  a 
variety  of  flat  fifh.  They  were  af¬ 
fected  in  the  molt;  aftonifhing  man¬ 
ner  ;  on  firft  rifing  to  the  furface, 
they  plunged  into  the  deprh,  but  in- 
ftantly  returned  panting  -for  breath, 
and  in  violent  agony.  This  extra¬ 
ordinary  circuinftance  is  fuppofed 
to  be  owing  to  the  quantity  of 
lime  thrown  into  the  mouth  of  the 


harbour,  from  the  works  now  car¬ 
rying  on  near  the  light-houfe. 

On  the  14th  inftant,  a  privy-coun¬ 
cil  was  held  at  Dublin  Cattle,  for  the 
putpofe  of  receiving  the  feals  from 
the  lord  chancellor  on  his  departure 
for  England  ;  and  his  lordfhip  ac¬ 
cordingly  refigned  them  into  the 
hands  of  the  council  during  his  ab* 
fence  from  the  kingdom. 

26.  Sir  John  Macpherfon  has 
prefeiited  to  his  majefty  an  animal, 
called  the  Sia  Gofli.  It  is  fimilar  to 
that  prefented  many  years  ago  by 
the  late  lord  Clive  to  his  majefty, 
and  the  fecond  of  the  kind  ever 
brought  into  Great  Britain.  It  is 
reckoned  in  India  a  very  valuable 
prefent  among  the  princes  of  the 
country,  as  the  animal  is  very 
fcarce,  and  ufed  in  hunting  hares 
and  birds,  in  which  it  fliews  extra¬ 
ordinary  dexterity.  It  is  gentle,  and 
remarkably  obedient  to  his  keeper. 
It  was  fent  to  fir  John  Macpherfon 
by  one  of  the  princes  in  alliance  with 
the  company. 

King  ft  on,  Jamaica ,  June  7.  It  is 
a  melancholy  faCt,  that  upwards  of 
5000  head  of  horned  quadrupeds 
peri  filed  for  want  of  fufienance,  dur-. 
ing  the  late  dry  weather,  in  three  or 
four  of  the  neighbouring  parifhes. 

27.  The  ceremony  of  prefenting 
the  Indian  ambafladors  at  Verfailles 
took  place  on  Sunday  the  10th  in¬ 
ftant.  A  fplendid  throne  was  pre¬ 
pared  dans  la  falle  d'Hercule  (Her- 
cule’s-hall,  in  the  king’s  palace  at 
Verfailles),  and  on  that  throne  the 
king  received  them.  The  procef- 
fion  attending  their  introduction  was 
very  magnificent.  The  queen  pre¬ 
ceded  in  a  beautiful  white  drefs, 
elegantly  embroidered  with  variegat¬ 
ed  flowers.  Her  breafl:  and  fieeve 
knots,  of  rich  diamonds,  dazzled  the 
eyes  of  the  gazing  admirers,  but 
chiefly  her aigret?  which  was  compos¬ 
ed  of  brilliants  of  the  pureft  water. 

•  The 
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The  duke  of  Bourbon  was  in  the 
royal  retinue.  The  other  princes 
of  the  blood  did  not  attend.  When 
his  majeiiy  had  reached  the  throne, 
(after  the  etiquette  of  placing  the 
queen,  the  royal  brothers,  and  the 
princefles  Elizabeth  de  Provence  and 
dJ Artois  on  his  right  and  left)  the 
three  ambalTadors  advanced  in  fo¬ 
ie  m  n  ft  ate,  without  mu  he,  accom¬ 
panied  by  twenty-four  attendants  in 
their  Indian  d  re  lies  and  muflin  tur¬ 
bans,  befpangled  with  filver  and 
gold.  One  of  them  carried  a  prefent 
for  the  queen  in  his  hands,  fhut  up 
in  a  kind  of  box  ;  it  was  thought  to 
be  pearls.  The  prefentation  was  loon 
over,  and  they  returned  to  Trianon, 
where  they  had  dept  the  preceding 
evening,  and  where  they  dined  in 
their  own  way.  In  the  afternoon 
they  returned  to  Verfailles  to  en¬ 
joy  the  curious  difplay  of  waters, 
with  which  they  were  exceedingly 
pleafed. 

Particulars  of  the  prefents  fent 
by  Tippoo  Sultan  to  his  mod:  Chrif- 
tian  majeiiy  :  a  remillion,  in  the  hi  ll 
place,  of  nineteen  lacks  of  rupees, 
balance  acknowledged  in  his  favour 
by  the  marquis  de  Bully,  general 
Duchemin,  and  M.  de  Suffrein,  on 
account  ot  the  war.  A  crown,  valued 
at  twelve  lacks.  A  liar,  and  orna¬ 
ments  for  the  ribband,  etlimated  alfo 
twelve  lacks.  A  fword,  half  a  lack. 
Pearls  to  the  queen,  worth  twelve 
lacks,  and  a  bed  of  folid  gold.  In 
all  above  half  a  crore  of  rupees  ; 
or  coniiderably  more  than  a  million 
fieri  in  g. 

30.  It  is  with  pleafure  we  learn, 
that  in  a  letter  communicated  by  Dr. 
Wright,  of  Jamaica,  to  fir  Jofeph 
Banks,  the  real  cinnamon  tree  of  Cey¬ 
lon  is  now  fuccefsfully  cultivated  in 
Jamaica.  This  noble  plant  (fays he), 
with  other  valuable  ones,  was  taken 
in  a  French  fliip  ;  and  admiral  Rod¬ 
ney,  attentive  to  national  profperity, 
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presented  them  to  the  affembly  of  that 
ifland.  One  of  the  trees  was  planted 
in  the  botanic  garden  in  St.  Thomas 
in  the  Eaft  ;  the  other  by  Hinton 
Ead,  efq.  in  his  noble  gardens  at 
the  foot  of  the  Blue  Mountains. 
From  thefe  parent  trees  fome  hun¬ 
dreds  of  young  trees  are  already 
produced,  from  layers  and  cuttings, 
and  dilperfed  to  different  parts  of 
the  country,  in  all  of  which  they 
thrive  luxuriantly  with  little  trouble; 
we  may,  therefore,  hope  they  will 
foon  be  a  valuable  addition  to  out 
commerce. 

31.  A  beautiful  maufoleum  ha$ 
been  creeled  by  earl  Fitzwilliam,  to 
the  memory  of  his  uncle,  the  late 
marquis  of  Rockingham.  It  is  fitu- 
ated  near  a  mile  from  the  front  of 
Wentworth  houfe,  the  noble  family 
feat,  between  Rotherham  and  Barnfi. 
ley  in  Yorkfhire.  It  is  100  feet  higb„ 
and  forms  a  ftriking  object,  not  only 
from  the  houfe,  but  tor  many  miles 
round  the  adjacent  country. 

The  bafement  dory  is  of  the  Do¬ 
ric  order,  twenty-nine  feet  fquareon 
tbeourfide  ;  but  the  interior  part  is 
formed  into  a  circular  apartment, 
bout  twmty-five  feet  diameter  ; 
which  is  illuminated  by  three  win¬ 
dows,  and  has  the  entrance  on  the 
north  fide.  In  the  centre  of  this  ele¬ 
gant  room,  which  has  a  dome,  fup- 
ported  by  eight  columns  of  the  Do¬ 
ric  order,  is  a  pedeftal,  on  which  is 
placed  the  datue  of  the  late  marquis 
in  his  fenatorial  robes,  executed  by 
Nollekens  ;  and,  at  each  angle,  is  a 
niche,  appropriated  to  the  reception 
of  the  buds  of  the  late  marquis  of 
Granby,  fir  George  Saville,  and 
others  of  his  intimate  friends,  which 
are  now  preparing  by  the  fame  ex¬ 
cellent  artid. 

The  fecond  dory  prefents,  on  each 
fide,  a  tiiumphal  arch  of  the  Co¬ 
rinthian  order,  in  the  centre  of 
which  is  an  elegant  farcophagus. 

(Cj)  This 
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This  of  courfe  is  an  empty  one  ; 
the  remains  of  the  late  marquis  hav¬ 
ing-  been  interned  in  the  cathedral  at 

O 

York. 

The  third  {lory  confids  of  a  dome, 
fup ported  by  twelve  pillars  of  the 
compofite  order  ;  in  the  centre  of 
which  is  to  be  placed  the  iiatue  of 
Virtue,  emblematical  of  the  great 
and  illnlirious  qualities  by  which  the 
truly  patriotic  marquis  was  didin- 
gu-ifked. 

This  druflure  was  begun  in  De¬ 
cember  1783,  and  the  laft  lione  to 
finifh  the  dome,  was  drawn  up  on 
the  11th  inllant.  The  ceremony  of 
placing  it  was  performed  in  the  ac- 
cuilomed  manner,  by  lord  Milton, 
fon  and  heir  to  earl  Fitz william,  a 
child  about  two  years  old.  The 
young  lord  placed  on  the  lione  a 
bank  note  of  ten  pounds,,  for  the 
workmen,  in  the  prefence  of  the  earl 
his  father,  and  a  very  numerous  and 
refpedtable  company. — The  archi¬ 
tect  was  John  Carr,  efq.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  mafon,  Mr.  Thomas  Hobfon  ; 
but  the  work  was  chiefly  conducted 
by  his  nephew,  Mr.  Samuel  Sykes, 
who  with  nine  others,  performed  the 
the  whole. 

SEPTEMBE  R. 

1.  On  Wcd'nefday  came  on  at 
Edinburgh,  before  the  high  court 
of  Judiciary,  the  trial  of  William 
Brodieand  George  Smith,  for  break¬ 
ing  into  the  general  excife-office  for 
Scotland  in  the  night  of  the  yrh  of 
Match  lad,  and  dealing  bank-notes 
ana  money.  The  trial  commenced 
at  a  quarter  before  nine  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  and  the  evidence  wag  not  doled 
nil  aftei  one  the  next  morning, 
when  the  whole  was  fummed  up  by 
the  loid  advocate  011  the  part  of  the 
crown,  and  by  the  priioner’s  coun- 
iel.  1  he  lord  judice  clerk  then 
gave  his  charge  to  the  jury,  which 
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laded  till  near  fix  o’clock,  when 
they  were  inclofed,  and  at  one  re¬ 
turned  a  verdieft,  unanimoufly  find¬ 
ing  the  prifoners  guilty.  A  motion 
was  then  made  tor  an  arred  of  judg¬ 
ment,  which  their  lordfiiips  unani- 
moufly  rejebled  ;  and  the  lord  judice 
clerk  palled  fentence-  on  the  prifoii- 
ers  to-  be  executed  on  Wednefday 
the  1  d  of  October. 

Hereford,  Sepf.  3.  Yederday  morn¬ 
ing  the  foundation-done  of  the  great 
nave  of  our  cathedral  was  laid  in  the 
prefence  of  a  large  concourfe  ot  peo¬ 
ple,  the  bifhop,  dean,  and  many  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church,  attending. 

In  opening  the  old  foundations  of 
the  cathedral,  for  the  above  pur- 
pofe,  a  large  done  being,  removed, 
a  cavity  of  mafon -work  was  difeo- 
vet  ed  in  which  was  found  a  fkeletoo, 
with  feveral  pieces  of  very  coarie 
woollen  cloth,  fattened  together 
with  wooden  ike  wet  s  ;  hut  not  the 
final  led  remains  of  a  coffin. 

6.  Saturday,  a  datue  of  fir  Eyre 
Coote  was  ereded  in  the  Ead  India 
houfe,  in  the  fame  place  where  are 
ereded  the  dames  of  lord  Clive,  ad¬ 
miral  Pococke,  and  general  Law¬ 
rence  ;  and  in  a  nich  pn  a  line 
with  them.  By  order  of  the  di¬ 
re  dors,  it  is  executed  in  a  modern 
d refs,  and  has  on  the  infignia  of  the 
Order  of  the  Bath. 

11.  Thurfday  the  Golden  Lion, 
captain  Rankin,  of  Liverpool,  ar¬ 
rived  in  'that  port,  from  the  North 
Sea,  with  thirteen  fifh,  of  very  large 
fize.  This  vefit.'l  was  one  of  thole 
which  were  embayed  in  the  icer? 
whence  the  whole  fortunately  ex¬ 
tricated  theinfelves  by  the  following 
manoeuvre  :  lying  aimed  iu  a  line, 
at  a  finall  didance  from  each  other, 
the  ciews  fdlened  drong  cables, 
which  communicated  with  every 
fiiip,  and  bound  them  together.  In 
tins  manner  they  continued  for  fe- 
veral  days,  when  a  did  wind  at  Weft. 
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aad-by-North  filled  all  the'r  fails, 
and  their  united  force  at  length  let 
them  free,  without  much  damage. 
Two  fifips  belonging  to  Scarborough, 
three  to  Newcaftle  and  Boroughf- 
townefs,  and  a  Swede,  were  thus  de¬ 
livered  from  the  moftimminent  dan- 
ger,  and  failed  for  their  refpec- 
tive  ports  in  company,  on  the  1 4th 
of  Auguft. 

St,  Omers ,  Sept-,  9.  Within  a  mile 
of  this  place  is  a  camp  for  40,000 
men.  Laid  night  a  play-houfe, 
built  on  the  heath  for  the  purpofe 
•of  the  camp,  broke  down,  during  the 
reprefentation  of  Richard  Coeur  de 
Leon,  by  which  accident  thirty  per¬ 
sons  were  killed  on^  the  fpot,  and 
upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
were  dangerouily  wounded  ;  among 
the  latter  was  the  principal  abtrefs, 
who  had  her  back  broke  fhort  in 
two  ;  the  builder  was  inftantly 
feized  and  conveyed  to  prifon,  for 
.building  the  theatre  in  fo  flight  a 
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manner. 

18.  At  the  conclufion  of  the  fef- 
fions,  this  day,  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
•George  Barrington  (who  had  been 
apprehended  fome  months  ago, 
charged  with  a  robbery  on  the  per- 
fon  of  Mr.  Le  Mefurier  ;  and  who, 
having  effected  his  efcape,  by  the 
connivance  of  the  con'ftable,  from 
the  Brown  Bear,  in  Bow-ftreet,  had 
thereby  incurred  the  penalties  of  an 
outlawry,  for  not  appearing  to  a 
bill  of  indidfment  preferred  againft: 
him)  was  put  to  the  bar,  and  in¬ 
formed  by  the  recorder,  that  he  was 
to  be  remanded  to  Newgate.  On 
this  intimation,  he  thus  addrelled 
the  court,  with  that  propriety,  and 
even  eloquence,  which  he  had  more 
than  once  before  occafion  to  difplay 
at  the  fame  bar. 

44  May  it  pleafe  your  Lordfhip, 

4 4  As  I  am  before  the  court,  and 
if  I  do  not  trefpafs  upon  your  lord- 
ftip’s  time,  I  humbly  requeft;  that  I 


may  be  permitted  to  date  a  few  cir- 
cumftances.  I  was  removed  from  a 
very  diftant  part  of  the  kingdom,  in 
July  lad,  by  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 
Before  the  habeas  was  obtained,  I 
knew  nothing  of  a  bill  of  indictment 
having  been  found  againft  me,  and  I 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  outlawry 
till  I  was  removed  to  London  :  if  I 
had,  I  fhouid  have  immediately  fub- 
mittedtoit ;  for,  my  lord,  notwith- 
Handing  the  confident  affertions 
which  have  appeared  in  fome  er¬ 
roneous,  I  will  not  fay  malevo¬ 
lent,  prints,  and  elfewkere,  I  am 
credibly  informed,  the  charge  laid 
againft  me,  before  the  magiftrate, 
was  merely  on  furpicion  ;  and  it 
is  very  unreafonable  to  fuppolc, 
that  a  perfon  under  fuch  circum- 
fiances  would  fubjedt  himfelf  to 
a  procefs  fo  fummary  as  outlawry, 
who  was  at  all  aware  of  the  con  fe¬ 
ci  it  cnees  ;  nor  will  the  liberal  fpirit 
of  the  laws  doom  a  man  to  death  be- 
caufe  it  appears  that  he  has  been, 
negligent.  As  to  the  indictment,  I 
am  ready,  my  lord,  to  take  my  trial 
at  a  moment’s  warning  ;  and  if,  on 
a  fair  and  impartial  hearing,  1  lliall 
beconvidfed,  I  will  bow  to  the  fen~ 
tence  or  the  law  with  the  mod  fub- 
miffive  obedience.  But,  my  lord,  I 
am  given  to  nnderfiand  that  I  am 
not  to  be  allowed  the  benefit  of  a 
trial  ;  that  a  procefs  which  has  lain 
dormant  for  ages  is  to  be  revived  in 
my  particular  infiance  ;  that  fibtions 
propagated  in  newfpapers  are  to  be 
held  as  evidence  ;  and  anonymous 
infinuations  to  fupply  the  place  of 
fabts,  in  order  to  prove  me  guilty. 

“  I  am  alfo  given  to  underftand, 
my  lord,  that  by  the  advifers  of  the 
prefent  meafure  it  is  intended  as  a 
precedent  for  the  riling  generation. 
However  pfaulible  this  may  found, 
however  fairly  it  may  promife  to 
lead  to  popularity,  I  humbly  con¬ 
ceive  the  riling  generation  will  have 
(C  3)  but 
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but  little  reafon  to  thank  fuch  re¬ 
formers  for  curtailing  the  moil  va¬ 
luable  privilege  of  a  Britilh  iubjeft, 
and  eftablifhing  a  precedent  to  fet 
afide  the  trial  by  jury,  when  the  lile 
of  a  fellow- fubjedt  is  at  flake,  and 
where  the  crime  at  world  is  but  theft 
on  fufpicioft,  neither  perpetrat¬ 
ed  with  violence,  nor  aggravated 
by  cruelty.  In  the  moil  rigorous 
purfuit  of  juflice,  candour  ihould 
never  be  loll.  If  the  gentlemen 
concerned  in  the  profecution  per¬ 
il  ft  in  denving  me  a  trial,  either 
from  a  confcioufnefs  of  inability  to 
prove  my  guilt,  or  from  a  mifguided 
fury  againll  an  unfortunate  man, 
who  has  never  been  accufed  of  vio¬ 
lence  or  cruelty  even  by  the  voice 
of  calumny  itfelf,  however  loud  it 
may  have  been  railed  again  ft  him  ; 
yet  I  trull  the  court,  from  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  benevolence,  will  not  deny 
me  the  means  of  defence  which  a 
cafe  fo  hard  and  uncommon  may 
require. 

44  The  gentlemen  concerned  on 
the  part  of  the  profecution  have  been 
applied  to  for  leave  for  my  counfel 
and  folicitor  to  examine  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  againll  me,  and  they  have 
been  denied.  Surely  they  will  not 
keep  me  altogether  in  the  dark,  and 
deprive  me  of  all  poftibility  of  de¬ 
fending  myfelf.  The  occupation  of 
a  furgeon  is  at  all  times  limited, 
without  an  exrenlive  acquaint¬ 
ance,  and  many  friends,  with  an 
unbiemifhed  character.  It  mull  be 
Hill  more  fo  in  a  prifon,  which  can¬ 
not  afford  even  moderate  emolument, 
and  where  I  find  the  ex  pence  to  be 
very  heavy.  I  am,  therefore,  under 
the  neceffitv  of  requelling  that  your 
lord fh ip  will  have  the  goodnefs  to 
recommend  that  my  counlel  and  foli¬ 
citor  may  be  enabled  to  infpedl  the 
proceedings.” 

The  court  heard  this  fpeech  with 


profound  attention,  and  the  re¬ 
corder  replied  as  follows  : 

44  Mr.  Barrington, 

44  It  is  only  neceffary  for  me  to 
obferve  to  you,  in  the  fituation  in 
which  you  at  prefent  Hand,  that  you 
appear  to  be  committed,  moved  by 
habeas  corpus  to  the  gaol  of  Newgate, 
under  a  j  udgment  ot  outlawry,  allow¬ 
ed  to  be  duly  pronounced  againft 
you.  If  that  judgment  had  been 
returned  on  record  to  this  court,  the 
arguments  which  you  have  advanc¬ 
ed  would  have  had  great  weight. 
As  you  have  been  attainted  by  the 
judgment  of  the  law,  the  only  thing 
this  court  could  do  with  that  attain¬ 
der,  while  it  remains  in  force  and  un-» 
referved,  would  be  not  to  pronounce 
judgment,  but  to  award  execution  of 
the  fentence  of  the.  law. 

44  The  court  has  been  informed, 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  pro- 
fecutor  to  remove  the  proceedings 
into  his  majefty’s  court  of  King’s- 
lench. 

44  It  occurs  to  me,  that  this  in- 
tendon  is  proper,  both  from  the 
confequences  of  the  precedent  to 
the  public,  and  it  is  favourable  to 
you,  as  giving  you  an  opportunity 
to  bring  a  writ  of  error  in  that  court, 
which  has  the  fupreme  jurifdidliou 
in  the  kingdom  in  order  to  reverie 
thatoutlaw.  ”,  if  any  error  Ihould  be 
found  in  the  proceedings, 

“  It  only  remains,  therefore,  to 
take  notice  of  another  circuro- 
ffance, — the  application  you  have 
made  to  infpedi  the  proceedings, 
which  not  being  before  the  court, 
this  court  can  make  no  order  on  that 
lubjcdl  which  could  be  compulfory, 
and  a  recommendation  pronounced 
by  perfons  in  a  judicial  fituation, 
in  cafes  where  they  have  no  autho¬ 
rity  to  make  an  order,  is  improper. 
Your  application,  unlefs  vou  can 
obtain  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  by 

the 
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the  content  of  the  profecutor,^  mu  ft 
be  made  to  the  court  of  Ring’s- 
bench.  After  the  record  is  returned 
before  them,  if  the  court  think  it 
proper,  they  will  order  it*  and  will 
take  care  that  you  iliall  not  be  pre¬ 
judiced  in  point  of  time,  but  that 
you  fnall  have  a  proper  opportunity 
of  urging  by  counfel  whatever  may 
be  deemed  material* 

“  The  legal  confequences  of  the 
outlawry,  and  the  effeCt  of  the  at¬ 
tainder,  if  not  reverfed,  is  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  death,  in  point  of  law,  al¬ 
ready  extended  againftyou  ;  and  this 
is  not  obfolete  law,  but  is  the  un¬ 
doubted  fub hieing  law  of  this  coun- 
tay.  Courts  of  juftice,  however, 
confidering  that,  in  fome  cafes,  it 
may  be  a  hafty  operation  of  the  law, 
have  always  liftened  to  every  at¬ 
tempt  to  aftign  errors  in  the  out¬ 
lawry,  by  which  the  attainder  may 
be  reverfed,  and  the  party  labouring 
under  it  re  fayed  to  the  benefit  of  a 
trial  by  his  country. 

“  I  have  no  doubt,  but  when  this 
matter  comes  before  the  court  of 
King’s-bench,  they  will  ihew  all  the 
indulgence  which  the  law  will  per¬ 
mit.”' 

Oxford,  Sept.  20.  A  few  days  ago 
a  white  partridge  of  moft  beautiful 
plumage  was  (hot  in  the  pari  ill  of 
Afli,  in  Surrey,  by  a  farmer  of  that 
village.  The  fame  bird  had  been 
fprung  in  the  covey,  and  fliot  at,  a 
ft  w  days  preceding,  by  the  marquis 
oi  Lothian,  to  whom  it  was  after¬ 
wards  preiented  by  the  farmer.  His 
lordfhip  has  employed  Mr.  Elmer 
to  make  a  painting  of  it. 

22.  An  anonymous  letter  was  late¬ 
ly  received  by  lord  Bute,  including 
Bank  notes  to  the  value  of  3000I. 
The  few  lines  that  accompanied  it 
ftated  merely,  u  that  it  was  to  be 
taken  as  the  payment  of  a  debt 
bur  of  what  nature  his  lordfhip  can 
form  no  conjecture. 


29.  William  Gill,  efq.  ele&ed 
lord  mayor  :  the  chamberlain  and 
other  officers,  re-eleCted  as  ufual. 

OCTOBER. 

1.  Monday  Mr.  Wyatt  of  Pall- 
mall,  received  a  letter  by  the  penny- 
pofi,  in  which  which  was  inclofed  a 
1  ol.  bank-note.  In  the  letter  was 
written  :  <4  Sir,  about  four  years 
ago  I  was  drove  to  great  diftrefs, 
and  robbed  you  on  Hounflow- heath 
of  feven  guineas  ;  the  only  robbery 
I  ever  committed.  I  have  juft  had  a 
plentiful  fortune  left  me,  and  have 
lent  you  the  inclofed,  which  will 
pay  the  principal  with  intereft.— 
Signed  S.  T. 

2.  The  underwriters  of  London, 
as  a  teftimony  of  gratitude  for  emi- 
nent  fervices  and  merits,  have  order¬ 
ed  an  elegant  fervice  of  plate  to  be 
presented.  to  James  Wemyfs,  efq, 
now  refident  at  MuiTelburgh  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh,  late 
commander  of  the  Chriftianus  Sep¬ 
timus,  in  the  Eaft  India  trade,  who 
on  the  4th  of  Auguft  1786,  in  his 
llngle  veil'd,  at  Succadana,.  on  the 
coaft  of  Borneo,  engaged  with,  and 
beat  off,  feven  piratical  Malacca  v e fi¬ 
fe!  s,  after  having  been  boarded  by 
the  Malays,  and  by  his  bravery  lav¬ 
ed  his  fillip.  The  officers  and  crew 
of  the  Chriftianus  Septimus,  have 
alfo  been  handfomely  rewarded  for 
their  bravery  on  the  above  occa- 
fion, 

3.  On  the  lft  inftant,  William 
Brodie  and  George  Smith,  for  rob¬ 
bing  the  excife-oifice  at  Edinburgh, 
were  executed  at  the  new  gallows, 
lately  ereCted  at  the  weft  end  of  the 
Lukeobooths.  Brodie  appears  to 
have  been  the  very  Macheath  which 
Gay  drew  fome  years  before  be  was 
born.  When  drdfing  to  go  to  the  place 
of  execution,  and  the  minifter  came 
to  pray  by  him, he  defined  him  to  make 
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his  prayer  as  fhorf  as  poffble,  or  he 
ihotild  be  too  late,  as  the  people 
would  wait  for  him.  He  had  his 
his  hair  elegantly  drelfed,  and  put  on 
a  full  fu it  of  black  5  fported  with  the 
executioner  at  the  gallows,  who  had 
brought  lopes  unfit  for  the  purpble 
for  which  they  were  provided. 
Smith,  on  the  other  hand,  was  al¬ 
together  as  penitent,  and  died  like  a 
Chriftian.  Brodie  died  like  a  bra¬ 
vo.— Such  characters  as  his,  in- 
flead  of  meeting  with  applaufe, 
fhould  be  held  in  deteflation. 

Philadelphia,  Aug,  5.  The  judi¬ 
cious  management  of  the  female 
conviCts  in  the  workhoufe  of  this 
city,  under  the  new  penal  law,  me¬ 
rits  great  approbation.  Thele  wo¬ 
men,  who  entered  that  prifon  with 
diffolute  difpoiitions,  equally  un¬ 
willing  and  incapable  of  engaging 
in  any  profitable  employment,  have, 
by  a  ttriCt  but  not  cruel  fuperin- 
tendance,  been  gradually  reconcil¬ 
ed  to  labour  and  induftry,  and,  by 
a  patient  attention,  have  been  in- 
ftruCted  in  leveral  ufeful  and  in¬ 
genious  occupations.  Befidcs  fur- 
id  filing  coarfe  linen  and  articles  of 
fummcr  wear,  for  the  cenviCts  of 
the  other  fex,  a  very  conliderable 
quantity  of  fine  linen  has  been  made 
for  public  fale,  by  this  unhappy 
ftfterhood,  who  were  before  ignorant 
in  every  branch  of  that  manufac¬ 
ture.  By  luch  means,  puniflunent 
is  directed  to  its  nobleft  end,  the  re¬ 
formation  of  the  offender  ;  who  hav¬ 
ing  thus  acquired  a  fkill  by  which  an 
honeft  livelihood  may  be  obtained, 
will  be  under  no  temptation  to  re¬ 
turn  to  the  paths  of  vice,  and  may 
hereafter  make  atonement  to  foci- 
ety  for  thofe  tranfgreiiions,  which 
more  frequently  proceed  from  the 
want  of  reputable  refources,  than 
frofft  mere  depravity  of  mind. 

6.  Mr.  Harlock,  of  Ely,  ‘has  im¬ 
proved  the  mechaniim  of  pump- 
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work  in  a  very  great  degree.  He  has 
invented  a  pump  with  a  two  inch 
bore,  that  will  raife  a  barrel  of  wa¬ 
ter  in  a  minute. 

9.  A  very  dreadful  calamity  has 
juft  befallen  the  town  of  Kirkwall, 
in  the  Orkneys.— Owing  to  the 
heavy  rains  that  fell  on  the  2d  and 
4th  of  OCtober,  the  two  dam  dykes 
adjoining  to  the  town,  on  the  Burn 
of  Papdale  (which  is  dry  in  fum- 
mer),  broke  down  fuddenly,  about 
three  o’clock  on  the  5th  current, 
and  the  vaft  quantity  of  water  con¬ 
tained  in  them  burft  with  fuch  a- 
mazing  rapidity,  carrying  huge 
jftones  before  it,  that  no  human  ex¬ 
ertion  could  prevent  it  progrefs !  It 
overflowed  the  larged,  richefl,  and 
moft  populous  part  of  the  town,  con¬ 
taining  above  1600  fouls.  The  bridge 
was  damaged  greatly  ;  ftones  torn 
out  of  the  ftreets,  and  above  two 
hundred  houfes,  fhops,  and  apart¬ 
ments  laid  underwater.  Goods  were 
waflied  out  or  them,  and  vafl  quan¬ 
tities  of  furniture,  meal,  malt,  bar¬ 
rels,  tubs,  bed-cloaths,  &c.  &c.  to^ 
tally  deftroyed. 

Florence ,  Sept.  26.  The  grand- 
duke  has  juft  fupprefied  the  nun¬ 
ciature  in  Tufcany,  and  given  to 
the  archbiftiops  and  biPnops  the  cog¬ 
nizance  of  the  caufes  which  for¬ 
merly  belonged  to  that  tribunal. 
The  nuncios  are  now  to  be  confider- 
ed  in  no  other  light  than  as  ambaf- 
fadors  from  the  pope. 

Paris ,  OP.  6.  M.  Gois,  profef- 
for  of  the  royal  academy  of  paint¬ 
ing  and  fculpture  of  Paris,  has  pro¬ 
duced,  under  the  direction,  and  on 
the  principle  of  M.  Vincent,  pro- 
feflor  of  the  Veterinarian  fchool,  the 
model  of  a  flead  horfe,  complete  in 
all  the  minuteft  parts  of  anatomy. 
He  propoles  to  exhibit  many  other 
animals  in  the  fame  manner,  fo  ab- 
folutely  necefl’ary  to  painters  and 
fculptors. 
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11.  The  emperor  of  Morocco 
prefented  the  Dutch  ambaflador, 
when  at  Mequinez,  with  the  cap¬ 
tain,  mate,  and  crew  of  the  Englifh 
Hoop  Minerva,  which  was  call 
away  near  Cape  Bojador  in  March 
lait.  They  arrived  at  Gibraltar  Bay, 
pai'fengers  in  the  Delft  Dutch  man 
of  war. 

12.  Mr.  Wilkinfon,  of  Cartmell, 
in  Lancafliire,  whofe  ingenuity  is 
univerfally  acknowledged,  has  re¬ 
ceived  orders  for  calling  pipes  for 
an  extent  of  forty  miles,  10  fupply 
the  city  of  Paris  with  water. 

1 6.  On  Saturday  morning,  be¬ 
tween  one  and  three  o’clock,  the 
palace  of  the  archbifhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury  was  broke  open  by  feme  vil¬ 
lains,  who  got  over  the  garden  wall, 
and  entered  the  houie  by  breaking 
through  the  brickwork  which  has 
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been  recently  eredted  to  block  up  a 
door  at  the  end  of  the  palfage,  that 
leads  immediately  to  the  plate- 
rooms,  whence  they  Hole  plate  to 
the  amount  of  upwards  of  20c ol. — 
And  this  morning,  between  twelve 
and  one,  Richard  Coventry,  a  light¬ 
erman,  was  navigating  a  barge  front 
London-bridge,  to  the  Surrey-hde 
of  Black-friars.  About  a  half-way 
up  Bank-tide  he  was  fet  fall  by  the 
tide  ;  he  moored  the  barge  and 
was  returning  home,  whfen  palling 
through  the  alley,  cjofe  to  Bank- 
lide-pond,  at  the  back  of  the  Goat- 
Ale-houfe,  he  difeoverd  a  light  in  a 
carpenter’s  yard,'  and  heard  the 
found  of  hammers  ;  he  was  induced 
to  be  curious,  and  difeovered  live 
perfons  hammering  tankards,  tu¬ 
reens,  fpoons,  &c.  &c.  the  u  ten  fils 
appeared  to  be  covered  with  dirt  and 
fifth.  It  llruck  him  that  this  was 
the  plate  which  was  llolen  from  the 
archbifhop,  and  he  immediately  call¬ 
ed  his  fellow  bargeman  and  a  boy, 
and  arming  themlelves  with  two  old 
pifiols  and  a  cutlafs,  they  burll  into 
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the  place,  and  furprifed  the  thieves 
at  their  work  :  tour  of  them  got  off — • 
the  fifth  jumped  upon  a  pile  of  tim¬ 
ber,  but  being  furrounded  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  defeend,  and  was  taken  in¬ 
to  cuflody  by  the  watchmen.  Four 
large  bags  or  plate  were  found  upon 
the  fpot,  and  thefe  all  tarnifhed 
black,  having  been  thrown  into  the 
adjoining  ditch.  The  plate  was  pro¬ 
duced,  and  feveral  pieces  of  it  were 
beat  clofe  together,  fo  as  to  render 
it  impoilible  to  be  identified  ;  but  it 
was  not  fo  with  the  greater  quantity* 
which  was  clearly  proved  to  be  the 
property  of  the  archbifhop. — The 
prifoner,  whofe  name  is  Edwards, 
was  committed  to  the  New  Jail, 
Southwark. 

18.  William  Everett,  and  Samuel 
Dawfon,  two  boys,  about  fourteen 
years  old,  were  tried  at  the  Guild¬ 
hall,  in  We  ft  mi  niter,  for  felonioufly 
afiaulting  Frances  Gilfon,  with  in¬ 
tent  to  burn  and  deflroy  her  clothes, 
by  malicioufly  throwing  upon  her 
apparel,  a  certain  quantity  of  oil  of 
vitriol. 

This  offence  is  made  tranfporta- 
tion  by  llatute  6  Geo.  I.  fubjedt 
to  the  exercife  of  a  diferetionary 
power  in  the  court  to  moderate  the 
punifhment  according  to  the  cir- 
cumllances  of  the  cafe. 

The  profecutrix  depofed,  that  as 
Hie  was  palling  about  her  lawful  bu~ 
finefs,  the  prifoners  being  together, 
one  of  them  came  up  to  her  and  faid 
to  the  other,  u  do  it,”  and  that  in- 
llantly  they  threw  l'omething  upon 
her  clothes,  which  very  much  burnt 
them. 

The  prifoners  made  no  defence, 
but  an  apothecary  in  Oxendon- 
llreet,  their  mailer,  gave  them  a 
good  character.  They  were  both, 
found  guilty  ol  this  offence,  and  of  a 
fimilar  one  againll  Sophia  Burnham. 

After  Mr.  Mainwaring  had  con- 
fulted  with  the  other  magiftrates,  he 
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add  re  fled  the  prifoners  as  follows : 
u  William  Everett  and  Samuel 
Dawfon, 

You  have  been  convidfed  of  a 
crime  the  moft  dangerous  to  the 
community  at  large,  lince  no  per- 
fons  who  have  occaiion  to  walk  the 
ilreet,  would  be  fafe  either  by  day  or 
night,  were  offences  of  this  defcrip- 
tion  to  be  committed,  without  the 
moft  exemplary  punifhment.  It  is 
as  wicked  in  its  intention,  as  mif- 
chievous  in  its  confequences  ;  for 
there  is  no  knowing  where  it  might 
end.  The  legislature,  therefore,  has 
.  jtiftly  annexed  to  a  crime  of  fuch 
magnitude,  the  greateft  punifhment 
Ihort  of  that  of  death,  namely,  trans¬ 
portation.  It  is  not  without  much 
difficulty,  that  the  court  have  for¬ 
borne  to  fentence  you  to  the  moft  ri¬ 
gorous  punifhment  the  law  will  al¬ 
low.  It  is  the  con fi deration  of  your 
tender  years,  that  inclines  them  to 
mercy.  With  forrow,  however,  I 
obferve,  that  you  appear  totally  un¬ 
concerned  in  your  p relent  unfor¬ 
tunate  fituation,  Every  perfon  in 
court  fee  ms  to  feel  for  you  more  than 
you  do  for  yourfelves.  Unhappy 
youths,  the  depravity  of  your  minds 
appears  but  too  evident  ;  I  hope, 
however,  the  fentence  I  am  about 
to  pronounce,  will  lead  you  to  that 
falutary  reflexion  and  compundlion 
of  heart  that  may  work  a  change  in 
your  future  life,  and  induce  you  to 
become  ufeful,  inftead  of  injurious 
to  foctety.” 

Mr.  Main  waring  then  pronounc¬ 
ed  the  fentence,  “  that  the  prifon¬ 
ers  be  confined  in  prifon  for  the  af- 
fault  on'  Frances  Gilfon,  three 
months,  and  be  whipped  in  gaol  ; 
and  for  the  aflliult  on  Sophia  Burn¬ 
ham,  the  further  term  of  three 
months,  and  to  be  alfo  whipped  in  the 
laid  gaol.”  The  fecond  im  prifon- 
ment  to  commence  from  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  firft. 


20.  A  cafe  refpedfmg  the  game 
laws  came  on  in  the  court  of  King’s- 
bench,  Norgrave  verfus  Othan.  Mr. 
Erfkineftated,  that  this  was  anadtion 
of  trefpafs,  brought  by  the  plaintiff 
again!!  the  defendant  for  taking  a 
hare.  This  hare  was  ftarted  on  the 
plaintiff’s  grounds,  but  was  killed  on 
the  ground  of  Mrs.  Child,  to  whom 
the  defendant  was  gamekeeper.  This 
gamekeeper  came  up,  whipped  the 
plaintiff’s  dogs  away  from  the  hares 
and  rode  oft'  with  it. 

Lord  Ken  von  faid,  it  would  be 
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proper  to  take  a  fpecial  verdidt  and 
to  make  a  cafe  of  it,  as  it  was  of 
great  importance  to  the  people  of 
wealth  in  the  country.  There  was 
an  old  tradition  refpedting  chancel¬ 
lor  Cowper  :  A  man  came  over  his 
lands,  and  when  his  lordfhip  found 
fault  with  him  he  faid,  that  every 
man  who  ftarted  a  hare  in  his  own 
ground  ought  to  purfue  and  kill 
it  —  only,  if  he  went  on  another 
perfon’s  ground,  an  addon  might 
be  brought  of  trefpafs.  The  chan¬ 
cellor  faid  it  might  be  fo,  and  that 
the  man  might  be  a  better  lawyer 
on  this  point  than  he  was.  His  lord- 
flu  p  obferved,  there  was  fotrse  curi¬ 
ous  difcuffion  on  this  point  in  Black  - 
flone’s  Commentaries. 

Lord  Kenyon  faid,  he  believed 
there  was  a  difference  made  with 
refpedt  to  certain  kinds  of  ani¬ 
mals  which  were  killed  on  another 
man’s  ground,  as  in  the  cafe  of 
foxes  ;  no  abtion  of  trefpafs  could 
be  brought  in  this  cafe,  becaufe 
it  was  for  the  good  of  focidty  that 
fuch  animals  ftiould  be  k:lled. 
There  was  no  aftault  upon  the 
plaintiff’s  dogs,  becaufe  vor  confiat, 
but  the  defendant  whipped  them  off 
the  hare  to  prevent  them  from  tear¬ 
ing  her  to  pieces,  which  was  often 
neceflary.  His  lordfhip  recommend¬ 
ed  it  to  Mr.  Erfkine  to  take  a  ver¬ 
didt  for  a  fhilling,  and  to  make  a 
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cafe  of  it.  His  lordfhip  not  being 
certain  of  the  law  on  this  point,  the 
only  circumftance  to  be  referred  to 
the  conlideration  of  the  court  was. 
When  a  hare  was  farted  upon  one 
man’s  ground,  and  killed  upon  the 
ground  of  another,  whofe  property 
it  was. 

His  lordfhip  {aid,  it  has  been  held, 
that  a  diftrefs  might  be  taken  of  deer 
in  an  enclofed  park ;  but  if  they 
were  in  a  foreft,  and  have  got  out  of 
the  purlieus  of  the  fore  ft,  they  then 
became  general  property. 

22.  Letters  from  Rofeau,  in  Do¬ 
minica,  mention  a  dreadful  hurri¬ 
cane  in  that  ifland,  on  Thurfday  the 
i^th  of  Auguft.  Such  was  the  de¬ 
valuation  it  occasioned,  that  the  pof- 
feffions*  of  the  planters,  in  many 
places,  exhibited  a  very  melancholy 
pidture. — At  Martinico,  the  hurri¬ 
cane  was  more  dreadful  (fill  ;  whole 
parities  having  been  laid  wafte,  and 
many  lives  loft. 

Baltimore ,  "July  25.  La  ft  Wed  n  eft 
day  night  came  on  the  fevereft 
Iform  ever  experienced  here  at  this 
feafon  of  the  year.  The  wind  at 
E.  N.  E.  blew  with  unabated  fury 
(accomapnied  with  heavy  rain)  tor 
upwards  of  twelve  hours,  which  oc- 
cafioned  a  moft  dreadful  innunda- 
tion  of  the  fea,  that  deluged  all  the 
wharfs,  ftores,  and  low  grounds  near 
the  Baton  and  at  Fell’s  Point,  pro¬ 
ducing  a  fcene  of  devaftation  and 
horror  not  to  be  described,  Ln- 
menfe  quantities  of  fugar,  rice,  fait, 

,  dry  goods,  and  other  valuable  mer¬ 
chandize,  were  entirely  ruined. 

Peterjburgb ,  (America),  July  31. 
In  the  night  of  Wednefday  the  23d 
inftanf,  we  had  a  moft  violent  ftorm 
of  wind  and  rain,  which  increafed 
during  the  night  to  fuch  a  degree, 
as  to  blow  down  many  very  large 
trees,  unroofed  feveral  houies,  de- 
ftroyed  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
Indian  corn,  fruit,  and  did  other 
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material  damage.  The  deftrudlion 
among  the  veffels  in  Elizabeth  Ri¬ 
ver  and  Hampton  Road,  furpafles 
any  thing  of  the  kind  ever  known  to 
have  happened  in  this  country. 
Many  were  driven  a  confiderable 
diftance  on  land,  fome  are  totally 
loft,  and  hardly  one  but  what  has 
received  fuch  damage  as  to  be  ren¬ 
dered  incapable  of  proceeding  to  fea. 

’Edinburgh,  Qdl.  23.  Yefterday  a 
leather  cannon  (made  by  Gavin. 
Wilfon,  for  fir  John  Sinclair,  of 
Uibfter,  baronet),  was  ptroved  in 
the  King’s  Park  here.  The  experi¬ 
ment  gave  great  fatisfadfion  to  all  the 
company  prefent.  The  cannon  was 
fired  three  times  without  the  fmall- 
eft  apparent  injury  to  the  leather. 

Paris ,  Oft,  18.  The  king  has 
lately  made  a  reform  in  the  law  pro¬ 
ceedings  again  ft  criminals  in  his  do¬ 
minions,  which  does  great  credit  to 
his  humanity. 

Firft, — he  has  abolifhed  the  tor¬ 
ture  in  toto  ;  for,  by  a  former  edidd, 
only  that  part  or  fpecies  of  it  was 
abolifhed,  which  was  called  la  quef- 
tion  preliminaircy  or  preliminary  tor¬ 
ture. 

Secondly,— he  has  diredfed  that 
counfel  fhali  be  immediately  affigned 
to  every  perfon  accufed,  that  he  may 
have  every  legal  affiftance,  and  be 
able  to  avail  himfelf  of  any  point  of 
law  that  may  operate  in  his  favour. 

,  Thirdly, — he  has  made  it  part  of 
the  law  o;  the  land,  that  fentence  of 
death  fhali  not  be  pafTed  in  future  on 
any  one,  unlef9  the  party  accufed 
fhali  have  been  pronounced  guilty 
by  a  majority  of  at  leaft  three 
judges. 

N.  8.  In  France  the  judges  are 
the  only  jurors,  and  as  the  law  flood 
before,  a  majority  of  one  was  fuf- 
ficient  to  condemn  a  prifoner.  In 
future,  a  majority  of  one  may  ac¬ 
quit  but  there  muft  be  a  majority 
of  three  to  condemn. 

Fourthly, 
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Fourthly," — his  majefty  has  or¬ 
dained  that  the  judges:  (hall  inform 
the  counfel  for  the  priloner,  what 
the  judgment  is  to  be,  but  that  it 
shall  not  pafs  till  the  very  day  of 
execution  ;  and  that  all  forfeitures 
to  the  crown  fhall  have  relation  to 
the  day  on  which  the  judgment  is 
paired,  and  not  to  that  on  which  the 
crime  is  committed. 

This  Iaft  article  has  given  a  ftrong 
impreffion  of  the  difintereftednefs  of 
the  king,  who  indead  of  fending  his 
judges  to  hunt  after  forfeiture?,  has 
afforded  convidfs  the  opportunity  of 
fecuring  their  property  and  effedfs  to 
their  family. 

29.  Of  the  many  trials  which 
Itave  been  made  for  the  prevention 
of  fire,  under  the  conduct  of  David 
Hartley, efq.  that  on  Wednefday  lad: 
at  the  houle  on  Putney  Common 
was  by  far  the  mo  ft  fuccefsful.  The 
late  experiment  was  made  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  fuggeftion  thrown  out 
by  the  fove reign  on  a  former  occa¬ 
sion.  His  majefty  approved  highly 
of  the  former,  made  of  double  lath¬ 
ing,  &c.  as  applicable  to  houfes  to 
be  eredted  in  future,  but  wilhed  that 
fome  prevention  of  a  fimilar  nature 
could  be  applied  to  houfes  already 
built.  The  mode  adopted  in  the  late 
experiment-  was,,  underlaying  the 
floors,  &c„  with  facets  of  very  thin 
copper  ;  and  this  expedient  was 
found  to  be  of  the  moil  powerful 
effect.  It  not  only  repelled  the  flame 
*n  the  firft  inftance,  but  in  every 
experiment  oppofed  its  progrefs  by 
preventing  the  pflage  of  the  air 
through  the  intertlices  of  the  floor- 
ing.  T.  he  flairs  were  repeatedly  let 
on  fire  at  the  different  landing-places: 
large  quantities  of  combuftibles  were 
placed  in  a  ciofet  and  on  the  floors  ; 
andthefiames  iiluedwith  uncommon 
violence  through  the  windows  ;  yet 
the  fire  never  fpread  itfelf  beyond 
the  fpot  where  it  was  firlt  kindled. 


and  feveral  perfons  remained  in  the 
upper  floor  without  receiving' any 
injury,  except  that  of  fingeing  their 
eye-brows  by  peeping  too  curioufly 
out  of  the  windows.. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  lord  Duncannon, 
and  fir  hid  ward  Hughes,  were  pre¬ 
lent  at  the  experiment.  A  com¬ 
mittee  frem  the  court  of  alder  men, 
amongft:  whom  were  fir  Watkin 
Lewes,  MelTrs.  Boydell,  Swayne, 
and  Pickett,  attended  alfo  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  previous  refolution. 

Ker failles ,  OB,  27I.  The  Sieur 
Leffeps,  vice  conful  at  Cron  ft  a  dt,  who 
was  employed  in  the  expedition  un¬ 
der  count  de  la  Peyroufe,  in  quality 
of  interpreter  of  the  king  for  the 
Ruffian  language,  arrived  here  the 
l  7th,  and  had  the  honour  to  be  im¬ 
mediately  prefented  to  the  king  by 
the  count  de  la  Luzerne.  He  was 
charged  with  difpatches  and  the 
charts  and  journals  of  the  count  de 
la  Peyroufe,  on  the  30th  Sept.  1  787, 
from  the  port  of  AvatfkL,  or  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul,  the  four  hern - 
moft  of  the  neareft  ifland  of  Kara- 
fchatka. 

The  fhip  which  the  Ruffians  fead 
annually  from  Okotfkoi  to  Avtrtfka, 
having  failed  laft  year,  the  Sieur 
Leffeps  determined  to  travel  by 
land  ail  round  the  fea  of  Okotfkoi 
or  Pen  gin  a?,  to  gain  the  grand  con¬ 
tinent  of  Alia,  but  the  bad  feafon 
and  frequent  ftorms  kept  him  near 
the  ifland  until  the  2; th  of  Janu¬ 
ary  following,  when  he  began  his 
route  along  the  coaft  of  Kam fchatka, 
Aniving  at  the  ifthnius  which  joins 
this  land  to  the  continent,  he  went 
on  the  coaft  of  the  fea  of  Pfenginze, 
palTing  by  Ingiga,  and  after  many 
difficulties  and  dangers  he  arrived 
on  ihe  5th  of  May  at  Okotfkoi. 
This  part  of  his  journey  he  per¬ 
formed  on  fledges  drawn  by  the 
JCamlchatdale  dogs,  or  rein-deer, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  thecoun- 
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try  he  palled  through.  The  over¬ 
flowing  of  immenfe  torrents,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  melting  of  the  ice, 
kept  him  at  Okotlkoi  till  the  8th  of 
Tune.  The  moment  the  Lena  was 
navigable,  he  embarked,  and  return¬ 
ed  up  that  river  as  high  as  Juf- 
koutiki,  where  he  arrived  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  Auguft.  He  let  out 
thence  on  the  iith,  and  palled 
through  Tomik,  Tobollki,  Cathe- 
rineburgh,  Kifan,  Nynei-Nocogo- 
rod,  Mofcow,  Tuer,  and  Novogo- 
rod-Velikoi ,  crofting  all  the  wide 
rivers  of  Siberia.  He  per  termed 
this  journey  on  a  kibith,  or  Ruffian 
carriage,  unhung,  and  arrived  at 
Peterlburgh  the  25th  ot  September. 
He  left  that  city  on  the  20th*  His 
excellent  eonitituuon,  his  ardour, 
and  activity,  enabled  him  to  fup- 
port  the  fatigues  and  dangers  at¬ 
tendant  on  a  journey  ot  4000 
leagues,  through  fuch  unfrequent¬ 
ed  and  thirdiy-inhabited  countries. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of 
the  difpatches  which  he  brought  to 
his  moil  Chriftian  majeily  from  the 
count  de  la  Peyroufe. 

The  king’s  frigate  LaBouflble  and 
LdAftrolabe,  the  former  commanded 
by  the  count  de  la  Peyroufe,  and  the 
latter  by  vilcount  de  Ldngle,  Tailed 
from  Bred  the  ill  Auguft,  1785. 
After  having  touched  at  the  ill es 
of  Madeira  and  Teneriffe  to  get  in 
fume  wine,  and  thofe  oi  Martin  Vas 
and  Trinity,  to  ascertain  their  geo¬ 
graphical  positions,  they  made  lbme 
researches  in  the  Southern  Ocean, 
and  palled  the  flrait  of  Le  Mair  the 
25th  January  1786. 

On  the  25th  of  February  the 
count  put  in  at  Conception  Bay,  in 
Chili.  The  8th  of  April  he  ap¬ 
proached  the  Eafler  lilands.  On 
the  28th  of  May  he  was  in  light  of 
Owhvhee,  where  captain  Cook  fo 
unfortunately  ended  his  glorious 
^career.  The  count  was  particularly 


attentive  in  examining*  fuch  iflands 
as  the  celebrated  Englifli  navigator 
could  not  vilit.  Pie  left  the  Sand¬ 
wich  lilands  on  the  1  ft  of  Junes 
bent  his  courfe  to  North  America, 
and  call  anchor  near  its  coaft,  on  the 
23 d  of  that  month,  at  the  height  of 
Mount  St.  Elias  in  60  degrees  of  lati¬ 
tude.  He  has  examined  that  part  of 
the  coaft  comprehended  between  the 
point  of  his  fknion,  and  the  port  of 
Montrery,  at  36J-  degrees  of  lath* 
tude. 

Captain  Cook,  owing  to  contrary 
winds,  could  reconnoitre  but  fome 
portions  ot  it,  from  diftance  to  d?~ 
ftance,  and  had  only  gone  down  as 
far  as  the  43d  degree.  The  count 
has  connected  his  difeoveries  with 
thofe  ot  the  Englifli  navigator,  and 
with  the  refearches  made  by  fea 
and  land  by  the  Spaniards  of  Cali¬ 
fornia.  He  fet  fail  from  port  Mont- 
trery  the  24th  of  September,  t ra¬ 
ver  led  the  great  ocean,  in  order  to 
go  to  the  continent  of  Aha,  and  dis¬ 
covered,  in  crofting  it,  fome  uninha¬ 
bited  ifFnds. 

The  13th  of  December  he  was  in 
light  of  Afloon  Song,  one  of  the 
Mariana  tflands,  and  call  anchor  the 
3d  of  January  1787  at  Macao. 

He  quitted  Macao  on  the  6th  of 
February,  and  proceeded  on  the 
28th  to  Cavita  in  Manilla  Bay,  where 
he  took  in  fome  provilions  for  his 
further  voyage.  He  left  Manilla  the 
9th  of  April,  and  after  having  palled 
to  the  eaft  of  Fovmoftt,  direded  hi3 
courfe  between  the  ifles  of  Japan 
and  the  peninfulaof  Corea,  the  eaft- 
ern  parts  of  which  lie  examined,  and 
went  up  as  high  as  52  degrees,  ;by 
a  narrow  channel,  unknown  to  Eu¬ 
ropean  navigators,  and  formed  by  the 
coalls  ofF.a  Hern  Tartary  on  one  fide, 
and  by  two  large  i  (lands  on  the  other, 
on  fome  parts  of  which  he  made  the 
neeeflhry  obfervations.  The  north¬ 
ern  extremity  of  this  channel  hav¬ 
ing. 
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ing  been  found  obftru&ed  by  (helves 
and  lands,  that  rendered  the  paf- 
fage  im practicable,  he  refumed  his 
courfc  fouthward,  and  difcovered  in 
46  degrees  of  latitude  a  flrait  that 
led  him  to  the  lea,  which  lies  weft 
of  the  Kurile  iiles,  through  which 
he  found  apafiage,  and  thence  went 
to  Avatfka  port,  on  the  fouth  lide  of 
thepeninfula  of  Kamfchatka,  where 
he  caft  anchor  the  6th  of  Septem¬ 
ber. 

A  five  months  navigation  in  an 
unknown  fea,  in  the  midft  of  thick 
fogs,  almoft  conftantly  riling,  rnuft 
have  been  extremely  painful  and 
dangerous,  but  it  will  be  of  great 
fervicein  clearing  up  a  very  intereft- 
ing  point  in  geography  ;  it  w  ill  fur- 
nifti  a  perfect  knowledge  of  a  vaft 
traCt  of  land,  of  which  the  very  ex- 
iftence  was  doubted  ;  and  thefe  dif- 
cov cries  will  add  new  lights  to  thofe 
made  by  the  Ruffians  in  that  north¬ 
ern  pait  of  the  globe.  The  people 
who  inhabit  the  iflands  the  count  has 
vifited  had  not  the  leaft  idea  of  the 
Europeans,  or  of  any  other  nation 
of  the  great  continent  ;  they  were 
very  humane  and  hoipitahle  ;  but 
their  foil  afforded  no  productions, 
that  may  invite,  u»  the  leaft,  our 
trading  veffels.  The  crew  were  in 
perfeCt  health  on  the  30th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  1787  ;  and,  although  thefe 
two  frigates  have  been  two  years  at 
fea,  there  is  not  the  leaft  appearance 
of  the  feurvy  on  board  of  either. 
The  conftant  and  paternal  care  of 
the  officers  for  the  welfare  of  their 
fellow-adventurers,  will  preferve 
them,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  till  the  end 
of  their  voyage,  from  thofe  nvala» 
dies  that  may  be  looked  upon  as 
additional  dangers  in  long  naviga¬ 
tions.  After  having  taken  in  fomc 
provifions  at  Avatfka,  the  count  pro- 
pofed  to  put  to  fea  again  on  the  15th 
of  OCfober,  to  explore  the  fouthern 
hemifphere.  It  was  l'uppofed  he 
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might  return  to  France  in  July  or 
Auguft  1789. 

29.  At  a  numerous  and  very  re- 
fpt-Cfable  meeting  of  gentlemen  of 
the  medical  profeftion,  at  the  Gray ’s- 
Inn  coffeeffioufe,  Holhorn,  conven¬ 
ed  by  public  advertifement,  for  the 
purpofe  of  taking  into  confederation 
the  expediency  of  forming  a  44  So¬ 
ciety  for  the  Relief  of  the  Widows 
and  Orphans  of  Medical  Men,  in  the 
City  of  London  and  its  Vicinity,” 
it  was  unanimoufly  determined  that 
a  fociety  fliould  be  eftablifhed,  un¬ 
der  the  above  mentioned  title. 

Several  regulations  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  following  gentlemen 
were  eieCted  into  office  for  the  en- 
fuing  year. 

PRESIDEN  T. 

Sir  George  Baker. 

VICE  PRESIDENTS. 
Dr.  Elealde,  Mr.  Grindall, 

Dr.  Milman,  Mr.  Pitts, 

Dr.  Garthfliore,  John  Hunter, efq. 
Dr.  Letffom,  Mr.  Blizard, 

Dr.  Blane,  Mr.  Moore, 

Sir  Win.  Fordyce,  Mr.  Nevifon. 
TREASURERS. 


Dr.  Douglas,  Dr.  John  Sims, 

Dr.  Denman.  Dr.  Dennifon, 

REGISTER. 

Dr.  H<»wes. 

DIRECTORS. 


Dr.  Squire, 

Dr.  Cooper, 
Rice  Davis,  efq. 
Mr.  Rendall, 
Mr.  Beaumont, 
Mr.  Milward, 


Mr.  Parkin  fon, 
Mr.  Ridout, 

Mr.  T.  Wheeler, 
Mr.  Taylor, 

Mr.  Pugh, 

Mr.  G.  Wilfon. 
SECRET  A  R  Y. 

Mr.  William  Chamberlaine. 

30.  Colonel  Cathcart,  late  am- 
ballad  or  from  Great  Britain  to  the 
emperor  of  China,  died  on  board 
the  Veftal  frigate  in  the  ftrait's  of 
Banca,  and  his  remains  were  buried 
in  a  fmall  iftand,  the  territory  of 
the  Dutch,  with  an  infeription  to 
his  memory,  cut  on  a  wooden  pil¬ 
lar, 
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lar,  by  order  of  fir  James  Strachan, 
the  commander. 

On  the  death  of  the  colonel,  the 
Veital  returned,  and  touched  at  the 
Cape,  where  the  circumftance  was 
made  known  to  colonel  Gordon,  the 
Dutch  commandant.  The  council 
were  convened,  and  rclolved  to  dif- 
patch  a  frigate  with  marble,  itone, 
&c.  to  e:  e£t  a  very  hanafome  monu¬ 
ment,  more  durable,  on  the  fpot 
where  the  wooden  pillar  was  erect¬ 
ed,  with  the  infcription  to  be  en¬ 
graved  both  in  Engldli  and  Dutch, 

31,  In  the  journal  de  Phyfique 
of  Thouloufe,  a  very  ingenious 
Memoire  has  been  publiflied,  by 
M  de  Puymarin,  jun.  defcribing  a 
new  invention  of  engraving  upon 
glafs,  by  means  of  the  floor  acid. 
This  is  by  Dr  the  hep  pi  eft  applica¬ 
tion  yet  made  of  that  liquor.  M. 
de  Puymarin  relates  his  fuccefs  in 
various  experiments,  made  to  prove 
the  folvent  qualities  of  the  acid, 
which  led  to  a  full  conviction  that 
it  had  nearly  the  fame  power  on 
glafs,  as  aqua  fortis  and  other  acids 
have  on  copper  and  other  metals. 
He  therefore  imitated  the  procefs 
of  etching  on  copper  with  aqua 
fortis.  He  covered  a  plate  of  glafs 
with  a  thin  coat  of  wax,  fur  round¬ 
ed  by  low  edges  of  the  fame  fub- 
france  ;  and  having  fketchdd  feme 
figures  with  a  fharp-pointed  inffru- 
ment,  he  poured  on  a  quantity  of 
acid,  and  expofed  the  whole  to  the 
fun’s  heat.  He  foon  obferved  the 
ilrokes  he  had  made  in  the  wax  co¬ 
vered  with  a  white  powder,  arifing 
from  the  folution  of  the  glafs.  At 
the  expiration  of  four  or  five  hours, 
he  took  off  the  wax,  and  wafhed  the 
gl  Ts.  With  the  greatefl  pleafure, 
be  now  favv  evidence  of  the  certainty 
of  his  conjecture ;  and  he  affirms 
that,  by  thefe  means,  an  intelligent 
arrilt  might  engrave  on  the  hardeit 


glafs  or  cryftal  any  thing  that  can 
be  engraven  on  copper. 

N  O  V  E  M  B  E  R. 

1.  Jofeph  Mitton,  a  foldier  of  the 
foot-guards,  was  tried  at  Weftmin- 
ffer-hall,  before  lord  Kenyon  and  a 
fpecial  jury,  for  an  affault  upon. 
Mr.  Crefpigny,  near  Cecil-flreet-, 

The  indictment  contained  three 
counts,  viz.  for  an  affault  with  in¬ 
tent  to  kill  ;  for  ftrik’ng  the  pro- 
fee  u  tor  with  a  bayonet,  being  an  i li¬ 
ft  ru  ment  of  death  ■,  and  alfo  for  a 
common  affault. 

Mr.  Erfkine  dated,  that  the  me¬ 
lancholy  confequences  ot  the  affault 
had  been  fuch  a  dereliction  of  the 
memory  of  his  unfortunate  client, 
that  he  fliould  be  under  the  necef- 
flty  of  conducing  the  profecution 
without  calling  him  as  a  witnefs  in 
fupportof  his  own  indictment. 

Nathanial  Cooke,  an  apprentice 
in  the  Strand,  near  Southampton- 
ftreet,  fwore  that,  on  Friday  the 
23d  of  May,  while  he  was  handing 
at  his  mailer’s  door,  the  Bank-guard 
marched  along  abreait.  The  profe- 
cutor  was  peaceably  walking  on  the 
kirb-ftone  ;  he  favv  a  foldier  pufli 
him  off about  two  or  three  feet  from 
the  path-way  •  upon  wffiich  Mr. 
Crefpigny  flruck  him  a  blow  with  a 
cane  he  had  in  his  hand.  The  fol¬ 
dier  then  went  off  the  pavement,  put 
his  mufket  down,  and  holding  it  in 
an  horizontal  direction,  {tabbed  Mr. 
Crefpigny  in  the  neck,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  the  blood  iffued 
forth. 

Three  other  witneffes  who  were 
prefent  at  the  t  ran  faction,  fpoke  to 
the  fame  effeCt,  but  they  varied 
from  each  other  refpeCting  the  po- 
fition  of  the  guards,  and  in  fome 
other  circumflances  of  little  confe- 
quente  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Ro 
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Robert  Ives  fwore,  that  he  faw 
Jofeph  Mitton,  early  on  Saturday 
morning  the  24th,  and  upon  a  Iking 
the  realon  tor  his  being  oft  his  duty 
fo  foon,  he  told  him  he  had  obtain¬ 
ed  permiffion  from  his  adjutant.  He 
then  informed  the  witnefs,  “  that 
he  had  been  {truck  the  preceding 
day  in  the  Strand,  by  a  perfon  who 
appeared  to  be  a  gentleman,  but 
whole  behaviour  did  not  correfpond 
with  that  character  ;  but  (continu¬ 
ed  he)  “  d — n  his  blood  I  have 
twigged  him  fomewhere,  and  left 
him  almofl  dead,  and  here  is  his 
blood  on  my  bayonet.”— -The  wit¬ 
nefs  looked  at  the  bayonet  and  found 
it  bloody.  The  defendant  then  ex- 
preffed  himfelf  perfectly  eafy,  as  to 
the  confequence  of  the  wound  he 
had  inflicted,  faying  it  happened 
while  he  was  on  duty,  and  therefore 
the  corps  would  defend  him.  On 
Monday  the  25th  the  witnefs  faw 
him  again  at  a  public  houfe,  in 
which  he  heard  an  account  of  the 
affault  read  from  a  news-paper.  The 
defendant  on  hearing  it,  laid,  “  it 
was  no  matter  if  he  had  killed  the 
rafcal,”  or  to  that  purport. 

Mr.  Jefle  Foot,  furgeon,  was  then 
examined.  He  defcribed  the  depth 
of  the  wound.  It  was  evident  it  had 
been  given  by  the  aft  of  man.  From 
its  nature  it  was  impoffible  to  pro¬ 
ceed  from  the  accidental  fall  of  a 
bayonet.  The  broke  had  penetrat¬ 
ed  through  the  membrane  of  the 
ear,  and  had  reached  the  bone.  He 
found  Mr.  Crefpigny  fo  dangenouf- 
ly  ill,  inconfequence  of  this  wound, 
that  he  recommended  Mr.  Potts, 
and  an  eminent  phyfician  to  attend 
him.  His  pulfe  was  up  to  1  \  2,  and 
afterwards  to  130,  and  he  became 
delirious,  and  fpit  blood  for  two  or 
three  days.  The  efFeft  of  tins  dif- 
aller  had  produced  a  cbnftant  ring¬ 
ing  in  the  ears,  and  a  confufion  and 
giddinefs  in  his  head. 


For  the  defendant,  many  foldiers 
belonging  to  the  guard  were  called, 
who  feve rally  depofed,  that  the  defen¬ 
dant  received  a  blow  from  Mr.  Cref¬ 
pigny  with  a  cane  upon  the  arm,  and 
which  was  fo  violent  as  to  occaiion 
him  to  drop  his  bayonet,  and  that  en¬ 
deavouring  to  catch  it,  with  his  right 
hand,  it  accidentally  produced  the 
wound  in  queftion.  Thefe  witneffes 
contradicted  each  other  very  ma¬ 
terially  upon  their  crofs  examina¬ 
tion. 

Major  Hill  bated,  that  he  faw  the 
defendant’s  arm  on  the  evening  in 
which  the  tranfaCfion  happened, 
and  that  it  was  very  black. 

A  furgeon  alfo  fwore,  that  he  had 
examined  the  defendant’s  arm,  and 
that  a  violent  blow  was  the  caufe  of 
the  mark  he  difcovered  upon  if. 

Lord  Kenyon,  after  accurately 
fumiriing  up  the  evidence,  declared 
his  opinion  to  be,  that  in  cafe  Mr. 
Crefpigny  had  died  in  confequence 
of  this  affault,  he  did  not  conceive 
it  Would  have  been  a  murder,  be- 
caufe,  the  unfortunate  wound  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  been  given  from  the 
iudden  irritation  of  the  moment,  and 
not  from  any  previous  malice,  or 
malignity  of  mind,  againb  the  pro- 
fecutor. 


The  jury  acquitted  the  defendant 
upon  the  count  of  an  affault  with 
an  intention  to  murder,  but  found 
him  guilty  on  the  count  only,  by 
which  lie  was  charged  with  a  com¬ 
mon  affault. 

The  indiCiment  againb  Mr.  Cref¬ 


pigny,  t jee  page  {21  )y  was  arop^ 
ped  ;  no  evidence  appearing  in  fup- 
port  of  it. 

3.  Ye  herd  ay  being  the  birth-day 
of  king  tlVill  iam  III,  and  this  day 
the  anniverfary  of  his  landing,  thO 
centenary  of  the  Revolution  in 
1688  was  obferved  by  many  fb- 
cieties  in  London,  and  other  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  not  only  vHth  fefli- 
8  •  vity. 
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vhy,  but  with  devotion  and  tharikf* 
givingp  At  the  dinner  at  the  London 
Tavern,  yeflerday,  earl  Stanhope, 
the  chairman,  moved,  that  ari  ap¬ 
plication  be  made  to  parliament,  to 
©bferv-e  the  future  anmverfary  of 
the  1 6th  of  December,  as  a  day  of 
folemn  tlianktgiving,  it  being  on 
that  day  i68q,  that  the  Bill  of 
Bights  was  paffed  :  it  was  agreed  to  ; 
and  at  the  Whig  club,  at  the  Crown 
and  Anchor  Tavern,  a  fubfcription 
of  1500I.  was  rrfifcd,  towards  erect¬ 
ing  column  in  Runnemede,  in 
commemoration  of  this  glorious 
event. 

Yeiferday  the  lord  mayor,  aider- 
men  and  iheriffs,  with  the"  artil¬ 
lery  Com  pan  v,  went  to  St.  PauPs 
church,  and  heard  divine  ferviee. 
They  afterwards  proceeded  to  the 
Artillery-ground,  where  they  fired 
three  vollies,  &c. 

At  Dublin,  this  aufpicious  anni- 
verfary  was  obferved  at  the  Caftle 
with  more  than  ordinary  folemnity* 
The  appearance  of  nobility  and  gen¬ 
try  at  the  levee  was  fuch  as  evinced 
their  artachment  to  the  Revolution 
in  favour  of  that  illufhious  monarch, 
and  iis  happy  confequences  in  the 
efiahlifhment  of  the  prefent  royal 
famTy  on  the  throne  of  thefe  realms. 
After  the  levee,  his/  excellency,  at¬ 
tended  by  a  numerous  train  of  the 
firft  perfonages  in  the  kingdom,  and 
fcfcorted  by  the  guard  ufual  on  fuch 
occafion?,  went  from  the  Caftle  to 
College  Green,  and  after  fainting 
fhe  equeftrian  ftatue  of  king  Wil¬ 
liam^  proceeded  from  thence  round 
Stephen’s  Green.  The  appearance 
ton  this  occafion  was  fplendid,  and 
the  number  of  equipages  more  nu¬ 
merous  than  had  been  known  for 
many  years. 

.  At  Edinburgh*  this  day  was,  ob¬ 
ferved  as  a  day  of  folemn  thankfgiv- 
angv  as  direfbrd  by  an  ad  of  the 
church  of  Scotland.  (See  . 


At  Whittington,  between  Shef¬ 
field  and  Chefterfield,  adjoining  to 
a,  decent  modern  building,  is  an  old. 
thatched  cottage*  the  upper  Rory 
of  which,  lightened  by  a  very  fmall 
window,  is  fhewn  as  the  apart¬ 
ment  in  which  the  glorious  bufinefs 
was  planned.  To  this  place  the 
illufhious  leaders  came  difgilif- 
ed,  and  concerted  the  meafures 
vyhich  happily  produced  fo  much 
good  to  this  country  •  and,  in  an 
oak  cheft,  Hill  preferred  in  a  corner 
of  the  room,  the  minutes  of  the 
meeting  were  depofited.  On  the  late 
feiti  ve  occafion,  a  new  room  was  built 
adjoining  the  cottage.  The  duke 
of  Devonfiiire,  lord  Stamford,  lords 
George  and  John  Cavendifh,  the 
young  carl  of  Danby,  and  lord 
Francis  Oiberne,  his  brother,  with 
a  feledt  party  of  twenty-leven  gen¬ 
tlemen  met  to  celebrate  the  cente¬ 
nary,  when  an  old  curioufly  engrav¬ 
ed  oak  chair,  was  ufed  as  the  Pre- 
fident’s  feat.  This  was  on  the  4th 
inftantrf  On  the  5th,  after  hearing 
divine  feryice  at  Whittington,  and 
an  excellent  fermon  preached  by 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Pegge,  reftor, 
(who  that  day  entered  into  his  38th 
year)  the  company  above  mention¬ 
ed  were  joined  by  a  great  number 
of  ladies  and  gentlemen*  who  went 
in  proceffion  ffom  thence  to  Chef¬ 
terfield  where  the  entertainments 
and  rejoicings  on  Wednefday  and 
Thurfday  were  fplendid.  Grand  fire¬ 
works  wert  played  off  by  Signior 
Petro.  A  fubfcription  was  opened  for 
Creating  a  pillar  at  the  Revolution 
-Houle.  ‘  .  : 

1 1  was  not  the  leaf!  pleaung  cif- 
cumftance  attending  this  meeting, 
that  all  party  diltinfrions  were  for¬ 
gotten.  Perfons  of  all  ranks  and 
denominations  wore  orange  and 
blue,  in  memory  of  oitr  glorious 
Deliverer.  And  the  moft  refped- 
ablc  Roman  Catholic  families,  fa- 
(D)  tisfied 


Principal 


tlsfied  with  the  mild  toleration  of 
government  in  the  exercife  of  their 
religion,  vied  in  their  endeavours 
to  ftiew  how  juft  a  fenfe  they  had  of 
the  value  of  civil  liberty. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Ogle,  dean  of 
Winchefter,  laid  the  foundation  of 
an  obelilk,  to  be  eretfted  on  a  place 
called  the  Pea-hili,  near  his  feat 
at  Kirk  ley,  in  Northumberland,  to 
commemorate  this  event. 

7.  An  iron  barge  built  by  John 
Wilkinfon,  efq.  was  lately  launched 
at  Willey  Wharf,  Shrewfbury.  She 
is  perfe&ly  tight,  moves  very  eafy 
on  the  water,  and  draws  about 
eight  inches. 

10.  About  one  o’clock,  the  lord 
mayor,  attended  by  the  two  fheriffs 
and  moft  of  the  aldermen,  proceeded 
to  the  Three  Cranes  ftairs,  where 
the  city  barge,  with  the  lord- 
mayor’s  hand  was  waiting  to  re¬ 
ceive  them.  After  the  ufual  cere¬ 
monies  in  the  court  of  exchequer, 
they  returned  in  the  fame  (late  to 
an  elegant  dinner  at  Guildhall ;  but, 
On  account  of forne  alarming  reports 
refpedting  his  majefiy,  there  was 
fieith'er  mulie  nor  dancing. 

tq,  Confternation  has  pervaded 
all  ranks  of  a  loyal  and  affedUonate 
people,  from  the  fevere  diforder  with 
which  it  has  pleafed  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence  tb  afflidt  our  gracious  Sove¬ 
reign.  The  firft  fymptoms  of  this 
diforder  were  obferved  in  the  early 
part  of  Odtober ;  which  increafed 
fo  much,  that,  on  the  17th  of  the 
fame  month,  it  was  thought  necef- 
fary  to  poftpone  the  levee  at  St. 
James’s.  His  majefiy  had  caught 
cold  by  walking  over  feme  wet 
gra  fs ..  Th  i  s  brou  gh  ton  a  rh  e  u  m  atic 
ain,  which  fixed  in  his  ftomach, 
ut  it  Wai  foon  removed  into  the 
extremities;  and,  on  the  24th,  his 
irtajeily  was  lb  much  recovered,  as 
to  appear  at  the  levee.  On  the  4th 
of  November,  he  had  a  relapfe,  at- 


£  November, 

tended  with  a  violent  pain  in  his 
bowels.  On  the  6th,  the  fymptoms 
were  very  alarming  ;  the  moft  e®r- 
raent  phylicians  were  called  in. to  a 
cunfultation  ;  and  the  great  officers 
of  ftate  were  fent  for.  His  diforder 
appeared  to  be  of  a  very  melancholy 
nature.  On  the  1  ith  it  was  thought 
neceffary  to  fend  an  official  account* 
every  day,  of  his  majefty  Ts  lituation 
to  the  lord  in  waiting  at  St.  James’s. 

Oft  the  13th*  a  form  of  prayer 
for  his  majefty’s  recovery  was  or¬ 
dered  by  the  lords  of  the  privy 
council  to  be  prepared  by  the  arch- 
biftiop  of  Canterbury  ;  and  the  dif- 
fenters  of  all  perfuafions  united  in 
the  moft  fervent  prayers  for  the 
prefervationr  of  a  life  fo-  dear  to  all 
his  fubjedts.  In  confequence,  more¬ 
over,  of  the  prefent  new  and  Angu¬ 
lar  fituaiion  of  government,  circu¬ 
lar  letters  were  lent  to  the  members 
of  both  houfes  of  parliament,  re¬ 
quiring  their  attendance  on  the  20th 
inftant. 

20.  This  day  the  two  houfes  of 
parliament  met ;  but  his  majefty 
not  being  prefent  in  the  houfe  of 
peers,  by  reafon  of  the  fevere  in- 
difpofition  under  which  he  unhappi¬ 
ly  labours,  and  no  commiftion  hav¬ 
ing  ilfued  either  for  holding  or  far 
a  further  prorogation  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment,  both  houfes  agreed  unani- 
moully  to  adjourn  to  the  fourth  day 
of  December  next.  Gaz. 

21.  On  Monday,  Jofeph  Mitton, 
lately  convidted  of  the  affiauk  on 
Philip  Champion  Crefpigny,  efq. 
was  brought  up  to  receive  fen tence, 
when  lord  Kenyon  obferved,  that 
the  witneftes  for  the  defendant  had 
been  fo  contradidfory,  that  very 
little  credit  was  due  to  them, — Mr. 
Erlkine  faid,  that  the  guilt  of  the 
defendant  was  aggravated  by  fubor- 
nation  of  perjury  ;  and  he  treated 
as  the  height  of  cruelty  and  cowar- 

ah  armed  foklier,^  in  the  mid  ft 
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of  proteftion,  leaving  his  ranks,  to 
flab  with  a  fixed  bayonet  an  En- 
gliili  citizen.  He  therefore,  called 
noon  the  court  for  the  fevered 
punifhment. — On  the  other  hand, 
MefTrs.  Bearcroft,  Shepherd  and 
Dallas  contended,  that  there  was 
no  cruelty  and  cowardice  ;  that  Mr. 
Crefpigny  having  previoufly  (truck 
the  defendant,  the  unfortunate,  and 
indeed  unjuftifiable  ftab,  was  there- 
fult  of  irritation  only;  and  that  if 
Mr.  Crefpigny  had  died,  the  crime 
would  have  amounted  to  manftaugh- 
ter  only. 

The coimfel  having  finifhed,  j udge 
Afllhurft  prefaced  the  fentence  with 
the  following  obfervation :  “  The 
defence  which  you  have  fet  up, 
was,  that  this  was,  not  done  by  de- 
fign,  but  by  accident.  The  jury 
have  not  thought  fit  to  believe  your 
witnefles— • if  they  had,  they  muff 
have  acquitted  you  in  toto •  It  is 
ft  that  you,  and  all  other  perfons 
handing  in  the  fame  fituation,  fhould 
know,  that  thefe  weapons  with 
which  you  are  entru Heel  in  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  foldier,  were  given  you 
for  the  defence  of  your  king  and 
country,  and  not  to  be  ufed  to  the 
terror  and  annoyance  of  his  majefty’s 
peaceable  fubjedts.  Though  the 
July  have  negatived  the  firft  charge 
in  this  indictment,  yet  it  is  very 
certain  that  if  death  had  happened 
in  confluence  of  the  wound,  it 
mull  have  amounted  to  the  crime 
of  manfia ughter.  In  the  prefent 
cafe,  though  death  did  not  happen, 
yet  it  is  but  a  fmall  extenuation  of 
your  crime,  and  you  are  not  deferr¬ 
ing  of  iefs  punifiiment  j  and  there¬ 
fore  the  fentence  of  the  court  upon 
you  is,  “  that  you  be  imprifoned  in 
his  majeffy’s  jail  of  Newgate  for  the 
fpace  of  twelve  calender  months.” 

New  T'orky  Sept *  26.  Captain 
Thomas  Read,  in  the  (hip  Alliance* 
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bound  to  China,  failed  from  Phila* 
delphiain  the  month  of  June,  1787* 
and  arrived  at  Canton  on  the  1 2d 
day  of  December  in  the  fame  year^ 
having  navigated  on  a  route  as  yet 
unpradtifed  by  aiiy  other  (hip* 
Taking  foundings  off  the  Cape  o£ 
Good  Hope,  he  fleered  to  the  fouth- 
eafhvard,  encircling  all  the  eaftert*'. 
and  fouthern  iflands  of  the  Indian 
Ocean,  palling  the  South  Cape  of 
New  Holland ;  and  on  their  paflage 
to  the  northward  again  towards 
Canton,  between  the  latitude  of  7 
and  4.  degrees  foufh,  and  between 
the  longitude  of  156  and  262  de¬ 
grees  eaft,  they  difeovered  a  Hum¬ 
ber  of  iflands,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  were,  black,  with  curled  or 
woolly  hair.  Among  thefe  iflands 
they  had  no  foundings.*  And  about 
the  latitude  of  8  degrees  north,  and 
in  the  longitude  of  160  degrees  eaft* 
they  difeovered  two  other  iflands* 
inhabited  by  a  brown  people  with, 
ftraight  black  hair.  Thefe  iflands 
appeared  to  be  very  fertile,  and 
much  cultivated  j  and  by  the  be¬ 
haviour  of  the  inhabitants,  the 
(flip’s  company  Were  induced  to  be¬ 
lieve  they  were  the  firft  difeoverers* 
One  of  them  they  named  Morris 
llland,  the  other  Alliance  Ifiand* 
They  did  not  land  on  either  of 
them.  Thefe  difeoveries  were  made 
in  the  month  of  November. 

The  officers  of  the  Europeat! 
(hips  in  China  were  aftoniflied  to 
find  a  veflel  arriving  at  that  feafoit 
of  the  year,  and  with  eagernefs  and 
pleafure  examined  the  track  of  their 
voyage. 

In  coafting  near  NeW  Holland 
they  had  the  winds  generally  from, 
S.  W*  and  blowing  ftrong,  with  $ 
great  deal  of  rain. 

They  finiftied  their  voyage  by 
arriving  again  at  Philadelphia  on 
the  1 7  th  of  September,  1788,  having 
(D  2)  re- 
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returned  by  the  nfual  route  of  tbe 
European  fliips,  until  they  were  in 
the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

30.  M.  Meffier,  aftronomer  of 
the  royal  marine  and  royal  academy 
at  Paris,  on  the  26th  inftant,  at  one 
in  the  morning,  diicovcred  from  the 
obfer  vatory  of  the  marine,  a  new 
cometmtheconileHationof  the  Great 
Bear,  Urfa  Major ,  near  the  itar  Pfu 
—It  may  be  feen  ealily  with  glalfts, 
but  is  not  yet  vilible  to  the  eyes  al¬ 
one.  The  middle  of  this  comet  is 
very  brilliant,  encircled  with  diffe¬ 
rent  fpots,  having  a  tail  of  between 
two  and  three  degrees  in  length, 
but  giving  a  very  feeble  light. 

At  39  minutes  pad  one  in  the 
morning,  its  diredt  afeenfion  was 
166  degrees  46  minutes,  and  its 
declination  47  degrees  29  minutes 
north. 

At  58  minutes  pad  two,  its  af¬ 
eenfion  had  di-mifhed  1  minu  e  and 
30  feconds,  and  its  declination  had 
augmented  14  minutes  and  30  fe¬ 
conds,  By  thefe  obfei  vations  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  this  comet  does  not  fet  ; 
that  its  diredt  afeenfion  is  very  flow, 
and  that  it  inerea.es  much  in  decli¬ 
nation,  riling  towards  the  north 
pole.  It  has  iinee  been  feen  in 
England. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  comet 
in  1759  was  feen  at  the  marine  ob¬ 
servatory  in  France  more  than  tour 
months  before  it  was  lcen  in  Eng¬ 
land,  or  even  heard  of. 

St.  James’s ,  Nov.  29.  This  day 
the  royal  family  removed  from 
Windfor  to  Kew.  His  majefty  was 
attended  in  his  coach  by  general 
Harcouvt,  colonel  Goldfworthy, 
and  colonel  Greville. 

Her  majefty  went  in  her  own 
carriage,  accompanied  by  her  royal 
Tughnels  the  princefs  royal  and 
her  royal  highnefs  the  princefs 
Augufta. 


Their  royal  highneffes  the  prince 
of  Wales  and  duke  of  York  followed 
loon  after. 

Kew,  Nov.  30.  Yeftcrday,  at 
half  an  hour  alter  five  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  his  majclty  arrived  at  this 
place  from  Windfor,.  and  bore  the 
journey  extremely  well. 

Philadelphia ,  Sept.  1^,  1788.  44  I 
am  preparing,  for  the  literary  and 
philophical  focicty  of  Mancbefter, 
the  hi ftory  of  a  Negro  Have  in  Ma¬ 
ryland,  and  of  a  molt  extraordinary 
memory.  At  prefent  1  fliall  give 
you  one  anecdote  of  the  extent  and 
force  of  this  faculty  of  his  mind  : 
i'ome  gentlemen  of  Philadelphia, 
in  travelling  through  Maryland, 
fent  for  him,  on  purpose  to  know 
the  certainty  of  the  Hones  they  had 
heard  of  him,  by  convening  with 
him.  One  of  them  afked  him  how 
many  feconds  a  man  of  feventy  years, 
and  fome  odd  months,  weeks,  and 
days,  had  lived  ?  In  a  minute  and 
a  half  he  told  the  number.  The 
gentleman  took  up  his  pen,  and  af¬ 
ter  calculating  the  fame  fum  bv 
means  of  figures,  told  him  he  was 
wrong,  and  that  the  number  he  had 
declared  was  too  great.  44  Top 
mafia, ”  faid  the  Have,  44  you  forgot 
de  leap  years.”  Upon  including  tne 
feconds  contained  in  the  leap  years, 
their  bums  were  exactly  the  fame. 
This  Have  is  a  native  of  Africa, 
and  can  neither  read  nor  write.  He 
multiplied  nine  figures  by  nine, 
with  the  utmoH  facility,  for  the  en¬ 
tertainment  of  another  company. 
It  the  publication  of  thefe  fadts, 
before  the  hiftory  of  the  (lave  fliall 
arrive,  can,  in  any  degree,  ferve 
to  excite  a  more  juft  opinion  of  our 
African  brethren,  in  order  toabolifk 
the  Have  trade,  you  are  welcome  to 
them  in  their  prefent  drefs.  The 
Have  is  the  property  of  a  Mrs.  Cox. 
Tlis  name  i»  Thomas  Fuller.” 

DEC  EM- 
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4.  A  very  important  andinterefting 
point  of  law  was  brought  to  a  deci- 
fion  laft  month,  in  the  court  of 
common  pleas,  by  the  fpiiited  and 
laudable  exertions  of  Mr.  Williams, 
sudioneer,  at  Lambeth  Butts.  Mr. 
Williams  was  employed  by  Mr. 
Crown  of  Brampton,  to  bell  his 
furniture,  by  auction,  on  th  pre- 
rnifes.  Mr.  Millington,  an  attorney, 
who  had  a  claim  of  five  guineas  on 
Crown,  had  goods  knocked  down  to 
hi  n  at  the  auction,  for  which  he 
paid  the  cu (Ionia ry  earned,  and  next 
day  found  means  to  get  the  goods 
loaded  and  lent  off,  and  then  ten¬ 
dered  a  receipt  for  the  fh  e  guineas 
due  to  him,  with  2I.  4s.  and  f.d. 
in  cafli,  as  payment  to  the  audio- 
neer.  The  auctioneer  refund  the 
receipt  in  payment,  paid  Crown  t lie 
full  money  for  the  lot,  and  then 
'brought  his  action  a«amft  Milling¬ 
ton,  and  got  a  verdid  jo  his  favour. 
Millington  moved  the  court  to  let 
iifide  the  verdict.  The  arguments 
offered  bv  his  counlel  were  piinci- 
pally  tnefe,  that  the  audionecr  h  id 
himf  If  no  property  in  the  goods, 
and  his  poilcilion  was  only  a  menial 
cum,  Inch  as  a  fliopman  has  from 
his  employers  ;  therefore  he  could 
-maintain  no  adion  in  his  own  name 
■for  breach  of  com  rad  ;  that  the  cafe 
was  totally  different  from  that  of  a 
iador  for  a  foreign  mereh  mr,  who 
was  liable  to  fueand  be  fued  for  the 
.convenience  of  commerce,  becaulc 
the  principal,  dwelling  in  a  foreign 
country,  could  nor  .be  forth-com¬ 
ing  ;  but  here  the  audioneer’s  prin¬ 
cipal  being  on  the  lpot,  removed 
all  refponlibility  from  the  let v ant  to 
him  elf.  When  the  counfel  on  th,e 
other  fide  had  replied,  lord  Lough¬ 
borough  gave  it  as  his  decided  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  audioneer  had  not 
<&nly  a  clear  polTefiSon  of  tlie  gogdi, 
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but  that  that  poflefiion  wa$  alfo 
coupled  with  an  intereft  he  had  in 
them,  as  bound  not  only  to  defray 
all  expences  incurred  bv  the  fale, 
but  the  law  threw  upon  him  the 
re fpon Ability  for  the  duty.  On  this 
ground  the  verdid  was  ellabliflied. 

c.  A  caufe  was  tried  in  the  court 
of  common  pleas,  Weft minder,  be¬ 
tween  a  houfekeeper  of  Wellminflcr, 
plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Idefon,  folicitor 
to  lord  Hood’s  committee  on  the 
late  eledion,  defendant..  The  ac¬ 
tion  was  brought  for  a  libel,  Mr* 
Idefon  having  inferred  this  eledor’s 
name  in  an  advertifement,  among 
thofe  whom  he  charged  with  hav¬ 
ing  taken  a  falfe  oath,  to  qualify 
themlelves  for  voters  at  the  eledion. 
It  being  fully  proved,  that  the  plain¬ 
tiff  had  a  right  to  vote,  as  being 
really  a  houlekeeper,  a  verdid  was 
given  again  ft  the  defendant,  with 
tool,  damages. 

6.  The  lord  chancellor  fat 
Lincoln  Vina  Hail,  to  hear  can  lies, 
when  the  extraordinary  will  of  Mr. 
Ruffel  of  Bermondfcy,  was  heard, 
and  confirmed.  All  the  charitable 
legacies  are  to  Hand  good,  and  to  be 
paid  with  intereft.  (See  voU  v.  for 
1784.  p.  (68). 

18.  At  a  court  of  common  coun¬ 
cil,  Mr.  Dornford  moved,  44  that 
the  thanks  of  this  court  be  given  to 
the  right  lion.  William  Pitt,  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  the 
267  worthy  members  of  the  hon. 
houfe  of  commons  for  their  (Iren ir¬ 
ons  fupport  of  the  important  rights 
of  the  l;rds  and  commons  of  this 
■realm,  to  provide  the  means  of  fup- 
plying  the  defed  of  the  perfonal  ex- 
erdfe  of  the  royal  authority,  arif- 
ing  from  his  majefty’s  indifpofi- 
tion.”  Mr.  (heriff  Curtis  feconded 
the  motion,  when  great  debates 
arofe,  which  lafted  near  three  hours, 
and  at  length  the  previous  queftign 
was  put,  which  was  carried  in  the 
(I)  3)  affirms 


(S4)  SPRING 

affirmative,  there  being  for  it  feveu 
aldermen,  and  forty-three  commo¬ 
ners,  betides  the  two  tellers ;  and 
live  aldermen,  nineteen  commoners, 
and  two  tellers,  again#  it.  The 
principal  fpeakers  again#  the  p>evi- 
ous  queftion  were,  Mr.  Dornford, 
fheriff  Curtis,  Mr.  deputy  Birch, 
Mr.  deputy  White,  fir  JBenjaurn 
Hammer,  fir  Watkin  Lewes,  Mr. 
Box,  Mr.  Bailey,  and  Mr.  Seed- 
man  $  and  for  it,  aldermen  Saw- 
bridge,  Picket,  Newnham,  and 
Skinner,  Mr.  Goodbehere,  Mr. 
Dixon,  and  Mr.  Thorp.  The  refo- 
luttGii  was  afterwards  ordered  to  be 
printed  in  all  the  papers. 

Paris,  Dec.  5.  The  ambafiadors 
from  Tippoo  Saib,  failed  from  Breft 
on  the  14th  nit.  on  their  return 
home,  in  the  Thetis  frigate,  capt. 
Macnamara. 

27.  Monday  the  prince  of  Wales 
gave  directions  for  a  large  quantity 
of  coals  to  be  provided  and  given  a- 
way  to  the  poor  of  St.  James’s  and 
St.  Martin’s  parifhes.  At  Bagfhot 
his  royal  highnefs’s  liberality  bas 
been  mod  falutary  :  a  fine  ox  was 
divided  among  the  peafantry  in  that 
neighbourhood. 

Yefierday  the  duke  of  York  or¬ 
dered  an  additional  bufhel  of  coals 
per  week  to  every  married  man  in 
his  regiment,  during  the  prefen t 
inclement  feafon. 

Yefierday  evening  at  half  paft  ten 
o’clock,  about  half  the  eafiern  ter¬ 
race  at  Somerfet-place  fell  to  the 
ground ;  it  bad  given  way  feme 
days  before,  and  in  confequence, 
carriages  have  been  prevented  driv¬ 
ing  over  it  ever  fince  Thurfday 
morning.  Upwards  of  twenty  work* 
men  were  employed  all  yefierday  in 
propping  and  flipring  up  the  arches. 

30.  Among  other  remarkables  in 
the  papers  in  the  courfe  of  the 
month,  mention  is  made  of  a  hawk, 
H  hJprthieaehj  in  Gloucester Aiixe, 
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which,  being  bred  up  young,  re* 
gularly  takes  its  fight  from  its  own¬ 
er  in  April,  and  returns  again  about 
the  Michaelmas  following,  where  it 
majees  one  of  the  family,  and  gGes 
about  tame.  It  is  now  fix  years  old, 
and  has  regularly  purfued  the  fame 
courfe. 

Towards  autumn,  a  pair  of  Canary 
birds,  that  had  made  their  eicape 
from  a  cage  in  Edinburgh,  were  ob- 
ferved  for  fome  time  to  f y  about  the 
public  gardens  in  that  city,  as  if 
delighted  with  liberty.  In  a  fiiort 
time  one  was  milling,  and,  not. 
having  been  feen  for  fome  weeks, 
it  was  concluded  the  bird  was  dead. 
But  about  the  beginning  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  five  were- feen  flying  about  the 
garden,  and,  being  watched,  it  was 
difeovered,  that  the  little  innocents, 
deceived  by  the  mildnefs  of  the 
feafon,  had  nefiled  and  hatched  hi 
a  yew-bulh.  Every  art  was  tried 
in  vain  to  allure  them,  before  the 
rigour  of  the  feafon  came  on.  The 
fir  ft  fevere  night  was  fatal  to  the 
young  brood  ;  and,  it  is  luppofed, 
the  old  birds  have  perifhed  fince. 

But  what  is  of  much  more  im¬ 
portance,  is  the  remarkable fcarcity 
of  water  which  prevails  throughout 
the  whole  illand,  to  a  degree  never 
remembered  at  this  feafon  of  the 
year.  Many  families,  whofe  bread 
depends  on  the  engines  wrought 
chiefly  by  water,  aie  much  affected 
by  this  fcarcity.  The  wells  near 
Edinburgh,  which  ufually  yield 
Fco  Scots  pints  (or  3200  Englifh) 
in  a  minute,  have  not  for  many 
months  yielded  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  that  quantity. 

Kingjlon  (Jamaica)  OP.  1.  Tuef- 
day  lait  the  general  aflembly  of  this 
ifland  met  at  Sr.  Jago  de  la  Vega, 
purfuant  to  proclamation  ;  when  the 
lieutenant-governor  opened  the  fief- 
fions  with  a  fhort  fpeecb,  in  which 
there  was  nothing  more  than  the 

ordinary 


OCCURRENCES. 


ordinary  requifitions  for  the  ex- 
pence  s  of  government,  for  the  en- 
iuing  year.  Since  their  meeting, 
they  have  been  chiefly  employed  in 
making  up  a  report  on  the  Negro 
bufinefs  to  fend  home  by  the  packet. 
There  certainly  never  was  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  greater  falfehoods  advanced 
on  any  fubjefl  than  feems  to  have 
been  diflemmated  of  late  through 
Great  Britain,  on  the  treatment  of 
the  Negroes  in  this  country.  Our 
law  for  the  government  of  Negroes, 
which  was  published  at  home,  will 
make  the  authors  of  there  falfehoods 
blufh,  if  they  have  any  modeify 
left. 

i.  Every  pofiefibr  of  a  Have  is 
prohibited  from  turning  him  away 
when  incapacitated  by  age  or  lick- 
aefs,  but  muft  provide  for  him 
wholefome  neceffiuies  of  life,  under 


a  penalty  of  iol.  for  every  offence. 

2.  Every  perfon  who  mutilates  a 
{lave  flxall  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding 
iooh  and  be  imprifoned  not  exceed¬ 
ing  ia  months,  and  in  very  atroci¬ 
ous  cafes  the  flaves  may  be  declared 
free. 

3.  Any  perfon  wantonly  or  bloody- 
mindedly  killing  a  have,  (hall  fuft’er 
death. 

4.  Any  perfon  whipping,  bruif- 
ing,  wounding,  or  imprifoning  a 
have  not  his  property,  nor  under 
his  care,  (hall  fuffer  fine  and  impri- 
fonment. 

5.  A  parochial  tax  to  be  raifed 
for  the  fupport  of  Negroes  difabled 
by  fickneis  and  old  age,  having  no 
owners. 

The  legiflature  of  Grenada,  it  is 
faid,  will  fhortiy  invefligate  the  a* 
hove  fubjed* 
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Died  under  2  Years 6(38 
Between  2  and  5  15  *2 

5  and  10  667 

10  and  so  866 


20  and  30  -  1552 
30  .and  40  -  2015 
40  and  50  -  2,086 
50  and  60  -  1698 


And  one  at.  the  advanced  age  of  113. 


60  -  and  70  -  1481 
70  -  and  80-1 145 
80  -  and  90  -  460 

90  -  and  100  *  55 


100  -  -  7 

101  —  2 

102  -  -  1 
1 06  -  -  I 


BIRTHS  in  the  Tear  1788. 

f 

\ 'January  14.  Lady  of  the  lion. 
Frederick  Lumley,  a  fon. 

25.  Lady  of  the  hon.  John  Byng, 
a  daughter. 

Feb.  to.  Lady  Carysforr,  a 
daughter, 

24.  Lady  Boynton,  a  daughter. 
27.  Lady  Kinnaird,  a  fon 
Mar .  10.  Lady  of  lord  Macdo¬ 
nald,  a  fon. 

21.  Lady  Bofton,  a  for*. 

24.  Lady  Louvaine,  a  fon. 

Apr.  4.  Lady  of  fir  Paulet  St. 
John,  bart.  a  daughter. 

1 2.  Lady  of  fir  Samuel  Harrnay, 
bart,  a  fon. 


May  9.  Lady  of  fir  David  Car¬ 
negie,  bart.  a  daughter, 

13.  Lady  John  Ruifel,  a  fon. 

19.  Countefs  of  Altamont,  a  fon 
and  heir. 

Lately,  the  countefs  of  Eglin- 
toun,  a  daughter. 

June  8,  Lady  Compton,  a  fon. 

11.  Lady  of  fir  John  Edward 
Swinburne,  bart.  a  fon  and  heir. 

19.  Lady  of  fir  Henry  Gough 
Calthorpe,  barr.  a  daughter. 

2 1 .  Countefs  of  Kinnoul,a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

July  20.  Lady  Frances  Benfon,  a 
fon. 

Aug.  6.  Lady  of  fir  John  Fre¬ 
derick,  bart.  a  fon. 

(D4)  16.  Vif- 


j6.  Vifcountefs  Barnard,  a  fon 
and  heir. 

Sept .  4.  Lady  Grey  de  Wilton, 
a  daughter. 

14.  Lady  of  Charles  William 
Boughton  Rous,  Jpfq.  M.  P.  a  fon. 

Lately,  Lady  Anne  Fox,  a  fon 
and  heir. 

26.  Lady  of  hr  Thomas  Which - 
cote,  bart.  a  daughter. 

30.  Dtiehefs  of  Beaufort,  a  ipji. 

OB.  1 5.  Buchefs  of  Athol,  a 
fon. 

17.  Ceuntefs  of  Abingdon,  a 
daughter. 

20 .  Lady  of  hr  Geo.  Allanfon 
Winn,  bart.  a  daughter. 

Lately,  Countefs  of  Radnor,  a 
fon. 

.A/W.  22.  Lady  of  Richard  Penn, 
efq.  M.  P.  a  daughter. 

Dec.  2.  Countefs  of  Tanker- 
ville,  a  daughter. 

6.  Lady  of  Samuel  Thornton, 
efqVM.  P.  a  daughter. 

13.  Lady  Auguita  Lowther,  a 
daughter. 

30.  Marchioqefs  of  Bucking¬ 
ham,  a  fon. 


MARRIAGES  in  the  Dear  1788. 

Jan.  3.  Thom, as  Pitt,  efq.  to  Mifs 
Legh,  daughter  of  PJenry  Cornjva}! 
Legh,  efq.  of  High  Legh,  Chefliire. 

14.  Edward  Miller  Mundy,  efq. 
member  of  parliament,  to  lady 
dowager  Middleton. 

x6.  Lord  Petre,  to  Mifs  Juliana 

Howard,  daughter  to  JrLenry  How¬ 
ard,  efq.  of  Gloifop. 

23.  Admiral  fir  Francis  Dsake, 
bart.  to  Mils  Onflow,  daughter  of 
Geo.  Onflow,  clq.  many  years  mem¬ 
ber  of  parliament  for  Guildford. 

26.  Sir  John  Rous,  bart.  to  Mifs 
Wilfon,  daughter  to  the  late  Ed¬ 
ward  Warter  Wilfon,  efq.  of  Bil- 
m  the  county  of  Limerick. 

~~ •  Samuel  Whitbread,  jun.  efq. 


[1788? 

to  Mifs  Grey,  daughter  of  fir  Char¬ 
les  Grey,  K  B. 

Lately,  Vifcount  Jocelyn,  t  Mifs 
Bligh,  daughter  to  the  dean  of 
Elphin. 

2,8.  Henry  James  Jeffop,  efq.  to 
lady  Apne  Maria  Bowes  Lyon, 
filler  to  the  earl  of  Strathmore. 

Feb .  2.  Vifcount  Wentworth,  to 
Mary,  countefs  dowager  Ligonier. 

12.  Rev.  George  Barrington, 
nephew  tp  lord  Barringtpn,  to  Mife 
Elizabeth  Adair,  of  Stratford-place. 

14.  Earl  of  Ayfofbury,  to  lady 
Anne  Rawdon. 

27.  Charles  Cotron,  efq.  eldeft 
fon  of  fir  John  Hynde  Cotton,  bart. 
to  Mifs  Rowley,  ejdeft  daughter  u£ 
admiral  fir  Joihua  Rowley,  but. 

March  4.  Elarl  of  Qlafgow,  to 
lady  Elizabeth  Hay,  filler  to  the 
earl  of  Errol. 

6.  Sir  John  Sinclair,  hart,  to 
the  horn  Mifs  Macdonald. 

11.  Richard  Grofvenor,  efq.  mem* 
her  of  parliament,  to  Mifs  Drax^ 
daughter  of  Edward  l)rax?  efq.'  of 
Melcombe  Regis. 

April  7,  Hon.  Mr.  Juftice  Wil¬ 
fon,  to  Mifs  Adair,  daughter  of 
the  recorder  of  London. 

1 1.  Lambert  Theodore  Wa’po’e, 
efq.  nephew  to  lord  Walpole,  t<>  the 
hon.  Mifs  Margaretta  Clive,  fuier 
to  lord  Clive. 

1 2.  Earl  qf  Pupdqpald,  to  Mr?. 
Mayne. 

14.  Charles  Sturt,  efq.  member 
pf  pqrliametu,  to  lady  Mary  Anne 
Afiiley,  filter  to  the  earl  of  Shaftes¬ 
bury.- 

29..  Edward  Addifon,  efq.  to 
l^Jifs  Jane  Campbell,  daughter  of 
major  James  Campbell,  member  qf 
parliament,  and  niece  to  lir  Arch¬ 
bald  Campbell,  K.  B. 

Lately,  the  honourable  Alexander 
Cochran,  biother  to  the  ear!  of 
Bundonald,  to  the  dowager  of  fir 
Jacob  Wheate,  bart. 

May 
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May  1,  Sir  Nicholas  Conway 
Cokhurft,  bart.  to  Mi<s  Harriet 
Latouche,  daughter  of  the  right 
hon.  David  Latouche. 

10.  Rev.  Thomas  Waddington, 
pf  the  lisle  of  Ely,  tp  M  fs  Yorke, 
daughter  of  the  hon.  and  right  rev. 
James,  bilhop  of  Ely. 

15.  William  Rochfort,  efq.  ne¬ 
phew  to  the  |ate  ear|  of  Belvedere, 
to  Mifs  Sperling,  daughter  of  H.enry 
Sperling,  efq.  of  Dynes,  Efiex. 

16.  Admiral  fir  Edm.  Affleck, 
bart.  to  Mrs.  Smithers,  of  New 
York . 

20.  Earl  of  Plymouth,  to  the 
hon.  Mifs  Archer,  daughter  of  the 
late  lord  Archer. 

— .  Henry  Curfon,  efq.  elded 
fun  of  the  bon.  Francis  Roper,  to 
Mifs  Hawkins,  daughter  of  Thopias 
fiawkins,  efq.  of  Naih-court,  Kent. 

23.  Sir  John  Maxwell,  but,  to 
Mifs  Gardiner,  daughter  of  the  late 
Richard  Gardiner,  efq. 

26  The  hon.  Mr.  St.  John,  fon 
pf  the  hon.  and  rev.  the  dean  of 
Worcefter,  to  Mifs  Fleming,  d  i tigh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Richard  Fleming,  efq. 

29.  Orlande  Bridgman,  efq.  elded 
fon  of  hr  Henry  Bridgman,  bart. 
to  the  hon,  Mifs  Byng,  daughter 
pf  Vifcount  Torringtun. 

June  2.  Lieut,  col.  Charles  Raf¬ 
tings,  to  Mifs  Abney,  daughter  of 
Yhomas  Abney,  efq.  only  fon  of 
fir  Thomas  Abney,  bart, 

4.  Mr.  Vyner,  fon  of  Robert 
Vyner,  efq.  to  lady  Theodofia 
Mary  Aihburnham,  daughter  to 
the  late  earl  of  Aihburnham. 

5.  Valentine  Blake,  efq.  of  La- 
binch,  in  the  county  of  Mayo,  to 
Mils  Roper,  daughter  of  the  hon. 
prtd  rev.  Henry  Roper. 

8.  Lord  Charles  Henry  Somerfef, 
to  the  hon.  Elizabeth  Courteney, 
daughter  of  Vifcount  Courteney. 

12.  John  Morgan,  efq.  member 

of  parliament  for  Monmouthihire, 


to  Mifs  Burt,  daughter  pf  Charles 
Burt,  efq. 

26.  Admiral  fir  Alexander  Hood, 
K.  B.  to  Mifs  Bray,  daughter  pf 
the  late  Thomas  Bray,  efq.  of  Ed¬ 
monton. 

30.  John  Grant,  efq.  of  White 
Waltham,  Berks,  to  the  hon,  Char¬ 
lotte  Bouverie. 

July  7.  Jofeph  Thorpe,  efq.  to 
lady  Sufan  Murray,  daughter  of 
the  earl  of  Dunmore. 

15.  Capt.  Wright,  of  the  king’s 
light  dragoons,  to  lady7  Anne  Co¬ 
ventry,  only  daughter  of  the  late 
coiintefs  of  Coventry. 

— .  Vifcount  Dudley  and  Ward, 
to  Mrs.  Baker. 

Aug .  4.  John  Drummond,  efq. 
member  of  parliament  for  Shaftef- 
bury,  to  lady  Sufan  Fane,  daughter 
of  the  late  earl  of  Weftmoreiand. 

Sept.  16.  Wiiliam  Wemyfs,  mem¬ 
ber  of  parliament,  to  Mifs  Erlkiue, 
daughter  of  fir  William  Erlkine, 
bart. 

26,  H011 ,  T  horn  as  J am  es  T  wifle«> 
ton,  brother  to  lord  Saye  and  Selc, 
to  Mil's  Wat  tel. 

O  /.  1 1 .  Marquis  of  Carmarthen, 
to  Mifs  Catharine  Anguilh,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Thomas  Anguilh, 
efq. 

Nov ,  9.  Hon.  Henry  Pelham, 
fon  of  lord  Pelham,  to  Mifs  Cobb, 
daughter  of  lady  Maty  Cobb. 

'Dec,  9.  Hon.  Frederick  St.  John, 
brother  to  vifcount  Bolingbroke,  to 
lady  Mary  Kerr,  daughter  of  tkp 
marquis  of  Lothian. 

16.  Magens  Dorricn,  efq.  to  the 
hon.  Mifs  Rice. 


DEATHS  in  the  Tear  1788. 

January  9.  The  hon.  and  right 
rev.  Dr.  John  Harley,  bifiiop  of 
Hereford. 

12.  Mifs  Frederick,  daughter  of 

fir  John  Frederick,  bart. 

12.  Lady 
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12.  Lady  Catharine  Eelafyfe, 
filler  to  earl  Fauconberg. 

14.  Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clerke, 
bart. 

16.  At  Paris,  the  admiral  count 
de  Graffe. 

25.  The  lady  of  Edward  Love- 
den,  efq.  member  of  parliament  for 
Abingdon. 

27.  Lieut,  general  Tryon. 

30.  Hugh,  baron  Maffey. 

— .  Sir  Afhton  Lever,  knight, 
founder  of  the  Mufeum  in  Albion- 
place. 

3 1 .  Prince  Charles  Edward  Lewis 
Cafimir  Stuart. 

Feb.  1.  James  Stuart,  efq.  cele¬ 
brated  by  the  name  of  “  Athenian 
Stuart.” 

4.  Henry  St.  John,  efq.  uncle  to 
the  late  lord  St.  John. 

17.  Mifs  Mary  Bertie,  daughter 
ol  the  late  hen.  and  rev.  Dr.  James 
Bertie. 

Lately,  lord  Rofehill,  eideft  fon 
to  the  earl  of  Northefk. 

Mar.  4  Lieut,  general  James  Ro~ 
bertfon. 

3.  Audrey,  vifeountefs  dowager, 
Townlhend, 

— .  Lady  Harry  Beauclerk. 

8.  General  Benjamin  Carpenter. 
11.  Mifs  Moore,  daughter  of 
the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury. 

15.  The  lady  of  fir  Robert 
Wilmot,  bart.  daughter  of  the  late 
admiral  Byron. 

— .  Mifs  Hamilton,  daughter  of 
the  hon  and  rev.  Dr.  George  Ha¬ 
milton,  and  niece  to  the  earl  of 
Abercorn. 

16.  The  lady  of  fir  Edward 
Knatchbull,  bart. 

2i.  Lady  Armytage,  reliclof  the 
late  fir  George  Armytage,  barr. 

— Anne  countefs  dowager  of 
Coventry. 

23.  Thomas  Edwards  Freeman, 
■junior,  efq.  member  of  parliament 

for  Steyning, 


24.  Lady  Elizabeth  Fitzwill’aro, 
daughter  of  John,  fecond  earl  Fitz- 
william. 

31.  Vifeountefs  Vane. 

April  8.  The  right  hon.  Richard 
Rigby,  member  of  parliament  for 
Tavillock. 

1  1.  Jane  countefs  dowager  of 
Hopetoun. 

14.  Vere  earl  Poulett, 

— .  Sir  Henry  Calthorpe,  K.  B. 
19.  Vifcount  Kilcourfie,  fon  of 
the  earl  of  Cavan. 

29.  John  lord  Boringdon. 

May  1.  Jane  dowager  vifeountefs 
Galwa\ . 

11.  Rachael  baronefs  Le  De- 
fpencer. 

12.  Prince  Lewis  Ernefiy  duke 
of  Brunlwick,  late  field-madlial  of 
the  Dutch  forces,  &c, 

22.  Anne  Elizabeth  lady  Mul- 
grave. 

Lately,  general  fir  John  Irwin, 

K.  B. 

—  James  lord  Cahire,  of  Ireland. 

June  4.  Admiral  fir  John  Lind- 
fay,  K.  B. 

6.  Aihley  Cowper,  efq.  upwards 
of  60  years  clerk  of  the  parliament. 

j  5,  Rev.  firWilliamLowther,bart» 

18.  Lucy  duchefs  of  Montroft, 

— .  Thomas  Noel,  efq.  member 
of  parliament  for  Rut  land  fhire,  fa¬ 
ther  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 

22.  Major-general  Philip  Skene* 

24.  Chriftian  Hely  Hutchinfon, 
baronefs  Donoghmore. 

,  26.  Lady  Frances  Sackville, 
mother  to  the  duke  of  Dorfet. 

July  t  .  Thomas  iord  Save  and  Sele. 

5.  The  lady  of  William  lord 
Byron. 

20.  Hon.  Anne  Sophia  Thorn¬ 
hill,  wife  of  George  Henry  Thorn¬ 
hill,  efq. 

24.  Lady  Frances  Burgoyne,  re¬ 
lid  of  fir  Roger  Burgoyne,  barr. 

Aug*  2.  Mr.  Thomas  Gainfbo- 
rough,  the  celebrated  painter. 

5,  Lady 
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5.  Lady  of  lord  Colvil  of  Col- 

rofs. 

8.  Richard  vifcount  Powerf- 
court. 

io»  Edward  Tumour  Garth 
Tumour,  earl  of  Winterton*. 

14.  Thomas  Sheridan,  efq.  fa¬ 
ther  of  Richard  Brinfley  Sheridan, 
efq.  member  of  parliament  for  Staf- 
ford* 

24.  Sir  Charles  Raymond,  bart. 

— .  Lady  Brett,  relidt  of  fir 
Piercy  Brett,  bart. 

26.  Elizabeth,  countefs  dowager 
of  Briftol,  commonly  called  duchefs 
of  Kingfion. 

27.  Lady  Featherftonhaugh,  re¬ 
lid  of  the  late  fir  Matthew  Feather- 
ffonhaugh,  bart. 

Sept*  2.  George,  duke  of  Man* 
chefier, 

— •.  Lady  Margaret  Stuart, 
daughter  of  the  eat  1  of  Moray. 

10.  Lieutenant-general  James 
Cunningham, 

1 1.  Joieph  Francis  Xavier,  prince 
of  Brazil,  heir  apparent  to  the 
, crown  of  Portugal. 

15,  Sir  Charles  Afgill,  bart, 

19.  The  hon.  and  rev.  William 

Digby,  dean  of  Durham, 

— .  The  hon.  Mr.  Chichefter, 
feeondfon  of  the  earl  ot  Donegal!. 

21.  The  hon.  Frances  Cotes,  're¬ 
lief  of  colonel  James  Cotes, 

22.  Countefs  of  Lanefborough. 

27.  Sir  Hebert  Taylor,  knight, 
architect  of  the  Bank,  &c. 

28.  Lady  Philipps,  mother  to 
lord  Milford. 

OH.  4.  Hon.  Deborah  Chet¬ 
wynd,  aunt  to  vifcount  Chetwynd. 

q.  John  vifcount  Dudley  and 
Ward. 

J3>  Robert,  earl  Nugent. 

23.  Sir  James  Campbell,  bart. 
governor  of  Sterling  Cattle. 

* — .  Lady  Elizabeth  Dryden,  re¬ 
lict  of  the  late  fir  Edward  Dryden, 
bare 
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25.  William  Julius  Mickle,  efq, 
tranflator  of  the  Luliad,  &c. 

26.  Samuel  Carlowitch  Greig, 
commander  in  chief  of  the  Ruffian 
navy. 

AW.  19.  Admiral  fir  Edmond 
Affleck,  bart. 

23.  Don  Gabriel,  third  fon  to 
his  catholic  majefiy. 

— •.  Charlotte,  lady  Erfkine,  re* 
lid  of  Thomas  lord  Erfkine. 

24.  The  hon.  captain  Chetwynd, 
of  the  Europa  man  of  war. 

Dec.  2.  Countefs  dowager  of 
Barrymore. 

5,  Lady  Aubrey,  mother  of  fir 
John  Aubrey,  bart.  member  of 
parliament  for  Bucks. 

7.  Hon.  Mils  Cuff,  daughter  of 
lord  Brownlow. 

9.  Dr.  Jonathan  Shipley,  bifnop 
of  St.  Afaph. 

The  French  admiral,  Peter 
Andrew  de  SufFrein. 

it.  Dr.  Ilfaac  Mann,  bifhop  of 
Cork  and  Rofs. 

12.  Major  general  Thomas  Cox. 

— .  Lady  Sufan  Paulett,  aunt  to 

earl  Paulett. 

13.  Charles  III.  king  of  Spain, 

14.  William  vifcount  Courteney* 

22.  Percival  Potts,  efq.  F.  R.  S. 
the  celebrated  furveon. 

D 

— Lady  Fitzroy,  relid!  of  lord 
Aug u ffus  Henry  Fitzroy,  and  afier- 
uards  married  to  the  late  James 
JeffeTs,  efq. 

23.  Hon.  captain  James  Luttrell, 
brother  to  the  eatl  of  Carhampton. 

2i.  Frances,  dowager  nurchio- 
nefs  of  Tweedale. 

30.  The  hon.  George  Cranfioun. 

31.  The  hon.  John  Scott,  bio- 
ther  to  the  earl  of  Deloraine.  , 


PROMOTIONS  in  the  Tear  1788. 

January  23.  Captains  William 
Wynyard  and  Charles  Afgill,  and 

the 


P  R  I  N  Cl  P  A  L 


0) 

the  hon.  Charles  Fbzroy,  to  be 
equerries  to  the  duke  of  York 

2 6.  James  Jones,  D.  D.  to  he 
archdeacon  of  Hereford. 

— .  James  Ford,  M.  D.  her  ma- 
jefty’s  phyiician  in  extraordinary. 

— .  Mr.  Thomas  Kxat,  to  be 
her  furgeon  in  extraordinary. 

Feb.  2.  John,  hiftiop  of  Oxford, 
to  be  bifhop  of  Hereford. 

— .  Chichefter  Fortefcue,  efq. 
to  be  Ulfter  king  of  arms,  and  prin¬ 
cipal  herald  of  all  Ireland. 

6.  Major  general,  the  hon.  Tho¬ 
mas  Bruce,  to  be  colonel  of  the 
i6th  regiment  of  foot. 

12,  Charles  Q or don,  efq.  to  be 
one  of  the  lix  ordinary  clerks  of 
feflion  in  Scotland. 

15.  Hale  Young  Wortham,  efq. 
to  be  gentleman  uflier  daily  waiter 
in  ordinary  to  his  majehy. 

— .  Pvichatd  Byron,  efq.  to  be 
groom  of  his  majeily’s  privy  cham¬ 
ber,  in  ordinary. 

19.  The  dignity  of  a  baronet  to 
Thomas  Miller,  efq.  of  Gknlee, 
prefident  of  the  college  of  juitice, 
in  North  Britain. 

23.  William  Stiles  and  William 
Roe,  efqrs.  to  be  comrniffionersof  the 
euftoms. 

Mar.  8.  Sir  James  Harris, K.  B.  to 
be  ambafTador  extraordinary  and  pie 
nipotentiary  to  the  States  General. 

— .  Wiliiam  Gomm,  efq.  to  be 
feeretary  to  the  embafiy. 

1 1.  Dr.  Edward  Smallwell,biOiop 
of  St.  David’s,  to  be  hilltop  of 
Oxford. 

22.  Dr.  John  Douglas  bidiop 
of  Carlifle,  to  be  dean  of  YVindfbr. 

— .  Dr.  Richard  Farmer,  to  be 
canon  relidentiary  of  St.  Paul’s. 

— Henry  Charles  Sdwyn, efq.  to 
be  lieutenant-gov.  cl  Montferrat. 

— .  Jeremy  Pemberton,  efq.  to 
be  chief-juflice  of  Nova  Scotia. 

— .  1  homas  Walpole,  efq.  to  be 
envoy  extraordinary,  to  the  elector 
Palatine. 


29.  The  rev.  Samuel  We  Ron, 
M.  A.  to  be  prebendary  of  Canter- 
bu  ry. 

— The  rev.  Charles  Fynes, 
LL-  B.  to  be  prebendary  of  Well- 
minller. 

Abril.  5.  Rev.  James  Burton, 
M.  A.  to  be  reader  and  preacher  to 
his  maje  fly’s  ha  u  behold  at  Hamp¬ 
ton -court. 

9.  John  Frederick,  duke  of 
Dorfet,  and  Hugh,  duke  of  North¬ 
umberland,  to  he  knights  of  the 
Garter. 

\  5.  Dty  Samuel  Horfley,  to  be 
bifliop  of  St.  David's. 

• — 1  Rev.  Thomas  Hughes,  M.  A. 
to  be  prebendary  ofWorceller, 

2\.  Dr.  Benjamin  Mofeley,  pl>y» 
fid aa  to  the  duke  of  York. 

— .  The  rev.  Jam.es  Burton, 
M.  A.  to  be  chaplain  in  ordinary 
to  his  majefly. 

May  2.  Lord  Fortefcue,  to  be 
lord  lieur.  of  Devonfliire. 

5.  Lieut,  general  William  Pitt, 
the  right  hon.  James  Cuffe,  Pon? 
fonbv  M°ore,  William  Handcock, 
and  Robert  Langrifhe,  efqrs.  col. 
David  Dundas,  George  Jocelyn, 
George  Rowfon,  and  Charles  Henry 
Coote,  efqrs.  to  be  commilfioners  of 
barracks  in  Ireland. 

6.  Rev.  Jackfon  Clofe,  A.  M. 
to  be  re&or  of  Hitcham,  in  Suffolk. 

19.  Lord  Rodney,  fir  John 
Jervis,  lord  Heatiifield,  fir  Charles 
Grey,  fir  Robert  Boyd,  fir  Frede¬ 
rick  Haldimand,  hr  Archbald 
Campbell,*  fir  William  Fawcett, 
vifcouiit  Galway,  fir  George  Yonge, 
bart.  and  hr  Alexander  Hoed,  in- 
flal  ed  knights  of  the  Bath. 

24.  Eari  of  Lfevcn,  to  be  his  ma¬ 
jelly’s  commillioner  to  the  general 
affembly  of  the  church  of  Scotland. 

31.  Rev.  Davies  Pennell,  to  be 
vicar  of  Newark  upon  Trent. 

June  6.  Lieut,  gen.  hr  Robert 
Slopeiq  to  be  knight  of  the  Bath. 

<;  7.  Sir 
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7.  Sir  Lloyd  Kenyon,  bart.  to 
be  lord  Kenyon,  baron  of  Gre- 
dington  in  the  county  of  Flint. 

9.  Sir  Lloyd  Kenyon,  ban,  and 
Ralph  Clayton,  efq.  to  be  krjeants 
at  law. 

- — .  Sir  Lloyd  Kenyon,  hart,  to 
be  chief-j  office  ot  the  court  of  king’s 
bench. 

18.  Richard  Pepper  Arden,  efq. 
knighted,  and  fworn  of  the  privy 
council. 

27.  Archibald  Macdonald  and 
John  S  cott,  efqrs.  knighted. 

— .  William  duke  of  Leinffer,  to 
be  mailer  of  the  rolls  in  Ireland. 

28,  Sir  Archibald  Macdonald, 
knight,  to  be  attorney-general. 

— .  Sir  John  Scotr,  knight,  to 
be  folicitor-general. 

July  4.  George,  earl  Walde- 
Sfrave,  to  be  colonel  of  the  6-d 
regiment  of  foot. 

c;.  Edward  Bearcro ft,  and  Fran¬ 
cis  Burton,  efq.  to  be  his  majefty’s 
iu dices  for  the  counties  of  Chelfcr, 
Flint,  Denbigh,  and  Montgomery. 

S.  William,  marquis  of  Lothian, 
to  be  colonel  of  the  firll  regiment 
wf  life-guards. 

— .  Jeffrey,  lo  d  Amherft,  to  be 
colonel  of  the  fecond  regiment  of 
life-guards.  * 

10.  Henry  Lawes,  earl  of  Car- 
bampton,  to  be  colonel  of  the  6th 
regiment  of  dragoon  guards, 

11.  Henry,  earl  of  Uxbridge,  to 
be  col.  of  the  Stafford 'hire  militia. 

12.  John,  earl  of  Chatham, 
Richard  Hopkins,  elq.  John  Jef¬ 
feries  vifeount  Bayham,  John  Le- 
yefon  Gower,  efq.  Henry  lord 
Apfley,  Charles  George  io«  d  Ar¬ 
den,  and  Samuel  lord  Hood,  to  be 
commiffioners  of  the  admiralty. 

22 .  Richard,  vifeount  Howe,  to 
be  earl  Howe. 

26.  Pennillon  Porrlock  Powney, 
efq.  to  be  ranger  of  the  Little  Park 
Windfor, 
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dug.  3.  [ofeph  Ewrfff,  efq.  to  be 
enVoy  extraordinary  to  the  court  ot 
Be  1 11  nV 

13.  John  Lloyd,  efq.  to  be  one  of 
the  juftices  of  the  Counties  of  Car¬ 
marthen,  Pembroke,  and  Cardigan* 

30.  John  Griffin,  lord  Howard 
de  Walden,  to  be  baron  Bray- 
bfooke,  with  remainder  to  Richard 
Aldworth  Neville,  c-fq. 

Jeffery,'  lord  Amherfl,  to' be: 
lord  Amherfl  of  Montreal,  with  re¬ 
mainder  to  his  nephew,  William 
Pitt  Amherff,  efq. 

Sep,  3.  William  Scott*  LL.  D. 
knighted,  and  appointed  advocate® 
general. 

13.  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  K.  B.  ta 
be  lord  Dover. 

- — .  Sir  James  Harris,  K.  B.  la 
be  lord  Malmefburv. 

— .  Charles  Whitworth,  efq.  to 
be  envoy  extraordinary  and  minif- 
ter  plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of 
Peerlburgh, 

— .  Robert  Lifton,  efq,  to  be 
envoy  extraordinary  to  the  court 
of  Stockholm. 

— .  Daniel  Hailes,  efq.  to  be 
envoy  extraordinary  to  the  court  of 
War  law. 

— .  Major-general  James  Adegne, 
to  be  colonel  of  the  45th  regiment* 

24,  William  Wynne,  UL,  D. 
knighted. 

27.  John  Hinchcliffe,  bifhop  of 
Peterborough,  to  be  dean  of  Dur- 
lum. 

Oft.  17.  The  bon.  Mifs  Anne 
Bofcawen,  to  be  humdrefs  andfemp- 
if  refs  to  her  majefty. 

25,  Major-general  William  Gor¬ 
don,  to  be  colonel  of  the  y th  regi¬ 
ment  of  foot. 

— .  Major-general  James  Rooke„ 
to  be  colonel-commandant  of  the 
60th  regiment  of  foot. 

Dec,  23.  Richard  Grin  Ball,  efq. 
to  be  one  the  furgeons  extraordi¬ 
nary  to  the  prince  of  Walts. 

SHE- 
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SHERIFFS  appointed  for  1788. 

Berks—- -William  Brummeli,ofDon~ 
nington,  efq. 

Bedfordfhire — William  Lee  Anto¬ 
nie,  of  Colm worth,  efq. 

Bucks— -Stephen  Langfton,  of  Lit¬ 
tle  Horwood,  efq. 

Camb.  and  Hunt.  —  Euftace  Ken- 
tifli,  of  King's  Ripion,  efq. 

Chefhire — John  Glegg,  of  With* 
ington,  efq. 

Cornwall — Francis  Gregor,  of  Re- 
ftormel  Park,  efq. 

Cumberland— Sir  Frederick  Vane, 
of  Hutton,  bai  t. 

Devonshire — Sir  John  Chichefter, 
ofYoulfton,  bart. 

Dorfetfhire  —  Anthony  Chapman, 
of  Hoi  ne  (l,  efq. 

Derby  (hire — Peter  Pegge,  of  Beau- 
chief,  efq. 

Effex — Thomas  Theophilus  Cock, 
of  Mefling,  efq. 

Gloucefterihire  —  Nicholas  Smith, 
of  North  Nibly,  efq. 

Herefordfhire  —  Thomas  Downes, 
of  Staunt'on-upon-Wye,  efq. 

Hertfordftiire — C haries  Bou rch ier, 
of  Shenley,  efq. 

Kent — James  Bond,  of  Hayes,  efq. 

Leicefterfhire  —  John  Clarke,  of 
Great  Wigfton,  efq. 

Lincolnftiire  —  Edward  Brown,  of 
Stamford,  efq. 

Monmouthfhire— George  Smith,  of 
Piercefieid,  efq. 

Norfolk— Thomas  Kerrich,  of  Gel- 
derfton,  efq. 

Nonhamptonifhire — Jofeph  Afhley, 
of  Ledgers  Afliby,  efq. 

Northumberland  —  Davidfon  Prich- 
ard  Grieve,  of  Swarland,  efq. 

Nottinghamftiire —  Richard  Sten- 
ton,  of  Southwell,  efq. 

Oxfordfhire  —  Thomas  Jemmet,  of 
Little  Milton,  efq. 

Rutlandfture — William  Belgrave,  of 
Uppingham,  efq. 

Shropshire — Jofeph  Mucklefton,  of 
Prefcot,  e  iq. 


Somerfetfhire  —  John  Lethbridge, 
of  Sandhill  Park,  efq. 

Southampton  — -  Richard  Bricken- 
den,  of  Maltfhanger,  efq. 

Staftbrdfhire — Thomas  Fletcher,  of 
Newcaftle  under  Line,  efq. 

Suffolk— Sir  Thomas  Charles  Run- 
bury,  bart. 

Surrey — John  Greuze,  of  Wood- 
bridge,  elq. 

Suftex  —  John  Bean,  of  Littleing- 
ton,  efq. 

Warwickfhire — William  Elliot,  of 
Counden,  efq. 

Wiltshire- — Robert  Afh,  of  Langley, 
efq, 

Worcefterihire  — John  Baker,  jun. 
of  Bevere,  efq. 

Yorkfhi re —  John  York,  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  efq. 

SOUTHWALES, 

Brecon — Sir  Edward  Williams, bart. 

Cardigan- — John  Vaughan,  of  Tre- 
windfor,  efq. 

Carmarthen  —  John  Thomas,  of 
Ci  ft  a  nog,  efq. 

Glamorgan  —  Richard  Jenkins,  of 
Pantynaweil,  efq. 

Pembroke  —  John  Philips  Lang- 
harne,  of  Orlanden,  efq. 

Radnor- — Bell  Lloyd,  of  Boulty 
Brook,  efq. 

NORTH  WALES. 

Anglefea  —  Henry  Pritchard,  of 
Trefcawen,  efq. 

Carnarvon  —  John  Holland,  of 
Teyrdan,  efq. 

Denbigh  —  Richard  Wilding,  of 
Llalhader,  efq. 

Flint — John  Fitzgerald,  of  Bettis- 
field,  efq. 

Merioneth  —  Griffith  Evans,  of 
Cwr’n  yr  afon,  efq. 

Montgomery — Robert  John  Harri- 
Ibn,  of  Cefngwernfa,  efq. 

PUB* 
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The  Speech  of  his  Excellency  George, 
Marquis  of  Buckingham,  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland ,  to  both 
H&uji's  of  Parliament ,  Jan .  17, 
1788. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

HIS  majedy  having-  been  pleaded 
again  to  call  me  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Ireland,  I  have  re- 
reived  his  royal  commands  to  meet 
fou  in  parliament. 

At  the  fame  time  that  X  feel  my¬ 
self  highly  flattered  by  this  repeated 
mark  of  his  majedy’s  confidence,  I 
nuft  lament  with  you  the  heavy 
ofs  which  his  fervice  has  fu  Gained 
iy  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Rutland, 
vhofe  public  and  private  virtues 
lad  fo  defervedly  conciliated  the 
jdeem  and  affeCtions  of  this  king- 
lom. 

His  majeftv  is  perfuaded  that  you 
will  Glare  the  fatisfaction  which  he 
eels  in  the  prefent  htuation  of  fo¬ 
reign  affairs;  and  particularly  in 
:he  refforation  of  the  conffitution 
ind  tranquillity  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces,  favoured  by  the  feafonable 
md  vigorous  exertions  which  were 
made  by  his  majeffy,  and  by  the 
uilliant  fuccefs  of  the  Pruffian 
roops,  under  the  conduct  of  his 
erene  higbnefs  the  duke  of  Brunf- 
vick.  The  meafures  which  his 
najedy  has  adopted  on  this  occa- 
ion,  have  been  productive  of  ad¬ 
vantages,  which,  while  they  have 
added  to  the  luff-re  of  his  crown, 
lave  materially  promoted  the  effen- 
:i.al  intereds  of  his  dominions. 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons, 

I  have  ordered  the  national  ac¬ 
counts,  and  the  necefiary  edimates 
to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  you  ; 
and  with  the  fulled:  confidence  in 
your  zeal  and  loyalty,  I  obey  his 
majeffy*s  commands,  in  recom¬ 
mending  to  you  to  provide  for  tlio 
public  fervice. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

My  former  experience  of  the  af¬ 
fectionate  attachment  which  his 
majeffy’s  fubjeCts  of  Ireland  have 
borne  to  his  perfon  and  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  very  particular  irr- 
tered  which  I  muff  feel  in  your 
welfare,  will  never  fail  to  animate 
my  endeavours  in  purfuit  of  every 
objeCt  which  may  promote  his  ma¬ 
jeffy ’s  paternal  vvifhes  for  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  this  kingdom.  With  this 
view,  I  muff  more  efpecially  diredt 
your  attention  to  the  fupportof  that 
great  ffaple  of  your  commerce,  the 
linen  manufacture,  to  the  protec¬ 
tion  and  regulation  of  the  Proteftant 
Charter-fchools,  to  the  fecurity  of 
the  church  of  Ireland,  and  to  thofe 
principles  which  your  wifdom  and 
humanity  have  already  pointed  out 
for  the  advancement  of  education 
and  of  ufeful  knowledge. 

I  have  feen  with  particular  fat  is- 
faCtion  your  riling  profperity,  and 
the  rapid  increafe  of  your  com¬ 
merce  and  manufactures ;  and  l 
fhali  be  anxious  to  co-operate  with 
you  in  improving  the  advantages 
which  the  credit  of  the  country 
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mud  derive  from  the  bleffings  of 
peace.  But,  while  you  are  ienlible 
of  the  value  ofthefs  bldHngar^I  am 
perfuad&’d  that  yoh  feel  the  warmed 
concern  for  the  honour  of  his  ma- 
je  fly's  crown,  and  for  the  general 
interefts  of  the  empi  e;  and  that 
there  is  no  part  of  his  dominions, 
frcfm  which  his  m'ajcfly  would  have 
received  a  warmer  or  more  zealous 
fupport,  if  he  had  judged  it  necef- 
fary  to  call  forth  into  action  the 
ipirit  and  refources  of  his  people. 


The  Speech  of  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  in  Ireland. ,  to  his  Excellency 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  on  prcfenting 
the  Money  Bills  for  the  Royal  Af- 
fenty  March  20,  1 7 38w 

May  it  pleafe  yoiir  Excellency, 

THE  commons  of  Ireland*  in  the 
year  1785,  made  a  great  and  fpi- 
rited  effort,  by  a  large  increafe  of 
taxes,  to  form  a  deadly  fyftern  for 
the  annual  Fnpply  of  the  public  ex¬ 
pence. 

Such  a  fyffem,  de  Arable  in  all 
countries,  and  at  all  times*  is  par¬ 
ticularly  neceflary  to  a  commercial 
date,  where  the  profpedt  of  new 
loans  mud  induce  fluctuations  iri 
the  price  of  money,  injurious  to  the 
fleady  courfe  of  trade. 

It  was  happily  adopted  here,  and 
this  is  the  third  fucceflive  feflion  in 
which  the  national  debt  has  not 
been  increafed  by  any  new  loan, 
nor  has  any  new  tax  been  impofed. 

Thus  the  fyftem  has  anfvvered; 
it  feems  fettled,  and  the  people 
confide  in  it.  Under  irs  influence, 
public  credit  has  rifen  high,  and 
private  credit,  unnwed  by  any  fear 
of  interference  from  the  nation’s 
borrowing,  extends  itfelf  with  fafety 
to  encourage  indudry,  promote  eri- 
terprife,  arid  enlarge  the  eomiher- 
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cial  capital  ;  manufactures  have  in 
confequence  been  extended,  oUr  ex¬ 
ports  increa fed.  and  the  kingdom 
feels  a  profperity  unknown  in  any 
former  time. 

Such  are  the  h  ippy  effects  of 
liberal  fupplieS  wifely  adminidered; 
and  the  commons,  fenfible  of  thofe 
efieds,  do  now,  with  the  mod  diH 
t if ul  zeal  for  his  maje  fly’s  fervice, 
and  with  the  fu}led  confidence  in 
your  excellency’s  experienced  wif- 
dom  and  affectionate  attachment  to 
this  kingdom,  grant  the  fame  fup- 
p  ies  in  the  bills  {  have  the  honour 
to  p  relent  to  your  excellency,  irs 
their  name*  for  the  royal  aflfent. 


The  Speech  of  his  Excellency  the  J mrd 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  to  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament ,  April  18* 
l?88. 

•  x 

My  LdfdS  and  Gentlemen, 

THE  verv  eonflant  and  zealous 
attention  which  you  have  given  to 
the  difpatch  of  public  bufinefs,  en¬ 
ables  me  at  this  early  period  of  the 
year  to  dole  the  feflion  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  And  1  feel  the  highefl  gra- 
tification  in  exprefling  to  you  his 
majedy’s  entire  fatisfadion  in  the 
temper  ami  wifdom  which  have 
uniformly  didinguiffied  your  deli¬ 
berations* 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons, 

I  am  commanded  by  his  MajefTy 
particularly  to  thank  you  for  the 
warm  attention  which  you  have 
{hewn  to  the  honour  and  intereft  of 
his  crown,  and  For  the  liberality 
with  which  you  have  provided  for 
the  feveral  branches  of  the  public 
fcrvice. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen* 

No  objed  is  nearer  to  his  maje* 
fly’s  heart  than!  the  profperity  of 
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Lis  faithful  fubjefls  of  Ireland.  And 
i  reflect  with  pleafure,  that  your 
example  and  influence  in  your  feve- 
ral  counties  cannot  fail  to  advance 
that  profperity,  by  encouraging  ha* 
bits  of  induftry  in  the  people,  and 
imprefting  upon  their  minds  a  due 
refpedt  for  the  laws.  1  am  happy 
that  the  national  tranquillity  and 
fecurity  enable  you  to  attend  to 
thofe  important  objedls  with  pecu¬ 
liar  advantage. 

I  truft  it  is  unnecefTary  to  repeat 
my  acknowledgments  for  the  confi¬ 
dence  which  you  have  fo  kindly 
repo  fed  in  me,  and  to  allure  you 
that  the  livelieft  emotions  of  grati* 
tude  -and  affeflion  vv ill  excite  my'ut- 
m oft  exertions  for  the  welfare  and 
bappinefs  of  this  kingdom. 
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Elis  MajeJly's  Speech  to  loth  Houfes  of 
Parliament ,  July  II,  1788* 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

IN  the  prelent  advanced  feafon 
of  the  year,  and  after  the  laborious 
attendance  which  the  public  buii- 
nefs  has  required  of  you,  i  think  it 
oeeefiary  to  put  an  end  to  the  pre- 
fenr  feffion  of  parliament,  I  cannot 
do  this  without  exprefling  the  fatis- 
faction  with  which  I  have  obferved 
the  uniform  and  diligent  attention  to 


the  welfare  of  my  people,  which 
has  appeared  in  all  your  proceed- 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

The  chearfulnefs  and  liberauty 
with  which  you  have  granted  the 
necefftry  fupplies,  demand  my  par¬ 
ticular  acknowledgements.  It  muft 
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afford  you  the  greateft  fatisfadfion 
that  you  have  been  enabled,  with¬ 
out  any  addition  to  the  burthens  of 
rny_  people,  to  provide  for  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  exigencies  of  the  haft 
year,  in  addition  to  the  current  de* 
1788* 


mands  of  the  public  fervice,  and  to 
the  fum  annually  appropriated  to 
the  redudlion  of  the  national  debt. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  fee  with  concern  the  cohrinu® 
ance  of  the  war  between  Ruffia  and 
the  Porte,  in  which  the  emperor 
has  alio  taken  apart.  But  the  gene® 
ral  ftate  of  Europe  and  the  affu ran¬ 
ees  which  I  receive  from  foreign 
powers,  afford  me  every  reafon  to 
expert  that  my  fubjedis  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  enjoy  the  bleftings  of  peace* 
The  engagements  which  I  have 
recently  entered  into  with  my  good 
brother  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and  thofe 
with  the  ftates  general  of  the  United 
Provinces,  which  have  already  been 
communicated  to  you,  aie  diredlcd 
to  this  objedl,  which  I  have  uni¬ 
formly  in  view,  and  they  will,  I 
truft,  be  productive  of  the  happieft 
confequences  in  promoting  the  fecu- 
my  and  welfare  of  my  own  domini¬ 
ons,  and  in  contributing  to  the  ge® 
neral  tranquillity  of  Europe. 

Letter  from  his  Britannic  M if  ply  t& 
the  States  General ,  on  the  appoint- 
*  ment  of  an  Amhajjador  Extraor¬ 
dinary  and  Plenipotentiary  to  their 
Ugh  Might inejfcs . 

High  and  Mighty  Lords,  our  good 
Friends,  Allies,  and  Confede¬ 
rates, 

WE  are  too  much  interefted 
in  the  happy  events  which  have 
lately  occured  in  your  republic, 
not  to  choofe  the  moft  agreeable, 
and,  at  the  fame  tune,  the  molt 
linking  proofs  of  our  iadsfadfion  in 
them.  We  have  for  this  purports 
thought  proper  to  invert  with  the 
charadler  of  our  ambaffador  extra¬ 
ordinary  and  plenipotentiary  fir 
James  Harris,  who  has  re  lifted  with, 
you  fome  years,  and  to  whole  emi* 
■Hint  fcrvices  you  are  no  Grangers. 
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We  therefore  perfuade  ourfelves 
that  our  choice  of  him  on  this  oc- 
cafion  cannot  but  prove  agreeable  ; 
he  is  fo  fully  inftruCted  in  our  fen- 
timents,  that  he  will  not  fail  to  re¬ 
iterate  to  you,  in  the  mod  forcible 
and  folemn  manner,  the  afturances  of 
our  afteCtion,  as  well  as  of  our  at  ten¬ 
tion  to  whatever,  relates  to  the  ad¬ 
vantage  and  profperity  of  your  re¬ 
public.  Our  faid  ambafifador,  a- 
ereeable  to  our  inftruftions,  will 
not  fail  to  ufe  his  conftant  endea¬ 
vours  to  cement  and  increafe  more 
and  more  the  clofe  and  happy  union 
which  fubfifts  between  us,  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  which  is  eftential  to  the 
reciprocal  inter'dls  of  the  two  na¬ 
tions. 

We  defire  you  to  put  an  entire 
confidence  in  whatever  he  fhall  make 
known  to  you  from  us,  and  we 
pray  God  to  preferve  you,  high 
and  mighty  lords,  our  good  friends, 
allies,  and  confederates,  in  health, 
and  in  his  favour. 

From  our  Palace  at  St  James’s, 
the  25th  of  February,  in  the 
Year  1788,  and  the  28th  of 
our  Reign. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  R. 

( Underfigned )  Carmarthen. 


Trea'y  ofdcfcnfive  Alliance  between  his 
B  ritannic  MajcJly  and  their  High 
Mlghtincjjes  the  States  General  of 
the  United  Provinces.  Signed  at  the 
Hag  ue,  the  2  yh  of  Aprif  1788. 

THE  mutual  and  fincere  friend- 
flfip  which  has  fo  long  fub fitted  be¬ 
tween  his  majefty  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  lords  the  ttatcs 
general  of  the  United  Provinces, 
having  been  increafed  and  (Length¬ 
ened.  by  the  intereft  which  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty  has  lately  manifeftcd 
in  the  prefervation  of  the  indepen¬ 


dence  of  the  republic,  and  of  its 
legal  conttitution,  his  faid  majefty 
and  the  laid  lords  ftates  generalof  the 
United  Provinces,  have  refolved,  in 
order  to  cement  in  the  moft  folid 
and  lading  manner  the  good  har¬ 
mony,  confidence,  and  eorrefpon- 
dence  between  them,  to  form  pern 
manent  engagements,  by  a  treaty 
of  detenfive  alliance  for  the  good  of 
both  parties,  and  for  the  mainte- 
nance  of  the  general  tranquillity,  as 
well  as  of  their  own  in  particular. 
To  accomplifh  fo  falutary  a  purpofe, 
his  majefty  the  king  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  has  named  and  authonfed  fir 
James  Harris,  privy  counfellor, 
knight  of  the  Bath,  member  of  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and 
his  majefty’s  ambafl'ador  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  plenipotentiary  to  their 
high  mightinefies  ;  and  their  high 
mightinefies  the  ftates  general  of 
the  United  Provinces  have  named 
and  authoriled  their  deputies  for 
foreign  affairs  ;  who,  after  commu¬ 
nicating  to  each  other  their  full 
powers  in  due  form,  and  having 
conferred  together,  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  articles : 

ARTICLE  I. 

There  (hall  be  a  fincere,  firm, 
and  conftant  friendlhip  and  union 
between  his  Britannic  majefty,  his 
heirs  and  fuccefiors,  and  the  lords 
the  ftates  general  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces,  fo  that  the  high  contracting 
parties  fliall  direCt  their  utmoft  at¬ 
tention  to  maintain  this  mutual 
friendfliip  and  correfpondence  be¬ 
tween  them,  and  their  dominions 
and  fubjcCts;  and  they  engage  to 
contribute,  as  far  as  fhall  be  in 
their  power,  mutually  to  preferve 
and  defend  each  other  in  peace  and 
tranquillity. 

ARTICLE  II. 

In  cafe  either  of  the  high  con¬ 
tracting  parties  fhould  be  hoftilely. 
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attacked  by  any  European  power, 
in  any  part  of  the  world  whatsoever, 
the  other  contracting  party  engages 
to  fitccodr  its  ally,  as  well  by  lea  as 
by  land,  in  order  to  maintain  and 
guarantee  each  other  mutually  in  the 
polTeffion  of  all  the  dominions,  ter¬ 
ritories,  towns,  places,  franchifes, 
and  liberties,  which  belonged  to 
them  refpe&Ively  before  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hofUlities. 

A  R  TICLE  III. 

His  Britannic  majefty  guarantees, 
in  the  moft  effectual  manner,  the 
hereditary  StatholderfUe,  as  well  as 
the  office  of  hereditary  governor  of 
each  province,  in  the  fere  no  houfe 
of  Orange,  with  all  the  rights  and 
perogatives  thereto  belonging,  as 
forming  an  eflential  part  of  the  con* 
flitution  of  the  United  Provinces, 
according  to  the  refolutions  and  di¬ 
plomas  of  the  years  1747  and  1748, 
by  virtue  of  which  the  prefent  Stadt- 
holder  entered  into  the  polfeffion  of 
thofe  offices  in  1766,  and  was  re¬ 
inflated  therein  in  1788  ;  engaging 
to  maintain  that  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  againft  all  attacks  and  enter- 
prizes,  diredt  or  indited!,  of  what- 
foever  nature  they  may  be. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

The  fuccours  mentioned  in  the 
fecond  article  of  this  treaty  of  de- 
fenfive  alliance,  ffiall  confift,  on  the 
part  of  his  Britannic  majeily,  of 
eight  thoufand  infantry,  two  thou- 
fand  cavalry,  twelve  {hips  of  the 
line,  and  eight  frigates,  which  re- 
fpedlive  fuccours  ffiall  be  furniflied 
in  the  fpace  of  two  months  after  re- 
quifition  made  by  the  party  attacked, 
and  ffiall  remain  at  its  difpofal  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  continuance  of  the 
war  in  which  it  ffiall  be  engaged, 

■  whilffi  thofe  fuccours  (whether  Blips 
•and  -  frigates,  or  troops)  fhall  be 
paid  and  maintained  by  the  power 
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of  whom  they  ffiall  be  reqtl'f- 
ed,  wherever  its  ally  fliall  em* 
ploy  them. 

ARTICLE  V. 

In  cafe  the  flipulated  fuccours 
ffiould  not  be  fuffieient  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  power  requiring  them, 
the  power  to  whom  requisition  fhall 
be  made  fhall  fuccefively  augment 
them  ,  according  to  the  wants  of  its 
ally,  whom  it  fhall  affix!',  even  with 
its  whole  force,  if  circumftances 
fliould  rendered  it  neceffary  :  but  it 
is  exprefsly  agreed,  in  all  cafes,  that 
the  contingent  of  the  lords  t  he  Bates 
general  fhall  not  exceed  ten  thou« 
land  infantry,  two  thoufand  caval¬ 
ry,  fixteen  fliips  of  the  line,  and 
fixteen  frigates. 

•  .  '  '  ■  .  .  '  t  ■ 

ARTICLE  VI. 

But  as  it  may  happen  (confidering 
the  diflanceof  feveral  of  the  pofTef- 
lions  of  the  two  high  contradling 
parties,)  that  the  advantages,  which 
ought  to  refult  to  them  reciprocally 
from  the  conclufion  of  the  prefent 
treaty,  may  become  illufory,  unlefs 
meafures  can  be  taken  for  the  mutual 
defence  of  thofe  poffeffions,  before 
,  their  refpedlive  governors  could  re^ 
ceive  orders  from  Europe  for  that 
purpofe  ;  it  is  flipulated  and  agreed, 
that  in  cafe  either  of  them  ffiould  be 
hoftilely  attacked,  or  even  menaced 
with  an  hoflile  attack,  in  its  poffi 
feffion?,  whether  in  Africa  or  in 
Afia,  by  any  European  power,  the 
governors  of  their  fettlements  in 
thofe  parts  of  the  world  fhall  be  eii* 
joined  to  concert  together  the  fuc- 
cour  to  be  furniflied,  and,  in  cafe 
of  need,  to  furnifh  fuch  luccour,  in 
the  molt  fpeedy  and  effectual  man¬ 
ner,  to  the  party  attacked  ;  and  that 
orders  to  that  effedt  fhall  be  expe¬ 
dited  to  the  faid  governors  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  conclufion  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  treaty:  and  in  cafe  the  two  high 
(E  1)  con- 
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contrading  parties  fhould  be  obliged 
to  fur  mill  the  aforefaid  fuccours, 
they  fhall  not  permit  the  iliips  of 
war,  of  what- nature  they  maybe, 
of  the  power  attacking,  to  enter  into 
any  of  their  ports  in  the  aforefaid 
fettlements,  until  peace  fhall  be  re- 
fiored  between  the  party  attacking, 
and  the  ally  of  the  contrading 
party,  unlefs  the  faid  veffels  be 
forced  to  take  refuge  there,-  to  avoid 
perifhing,  or  being  fhip wrecked* 

ARTICLE  VII. 

If  it  fhould  happen  that  the  two 
high  contrading  parties  fhall  be  e- 
qually  involved  in  a  war  againft  a 
common  enemy,  they  reciprocally 
promife  each  other  not  to  difarm 
but  by  common  confent  ;  and  they 
fhall  communicate  to  each  other 
confidentially  the  propofals  for  a 
peace,  or  truce,  which  may  be  made. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

If  the  high  com  radii  ng  parties 
prefer  furnifhing  their  fuccours  of 
troops  in  money,  they  fhall  be  at 
liberty  on  each  fide  To  to  do;  and 
then  fuch  fuecour  fhall  be  computed 
at  one  hundred  thoufand  florins, 
Dutch  currency,  per  annum,  for 
one  thoufand  infantry,  and  at  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  flo¬ 
rins,  of  like  value,  for  one  thou¬ 
fand  cavalry,  per  annum,, and imthe 
fame  proportion  by  the  month., 

ARTICLE  IX., 

The  power  requiring  fhall  be 
obliged,  whether  the  fbips,,  frigates, 
and  troops  with  which  it  (ball  have 
been  furnifhed,  remain  for  a  long 
or  fliort  time  in  its  ports,  to  provide 
whatever  they  may  want,  at  the  fame 
price  as  if  they  belonged  to  fuch 
power  itfelf.  It  has  been  agreed,  that 
the  faid  troops  or  fhips  fhall  not  in 
any  cafe  be  at  the  ex  pence  of  the 
party  requiring,,  but  that  they  fhall, 

2* 


nevertheiefs  remain  at  its  difpofal, 
during  ,  the  whole  continuance  of 
the  war  in  which  it  fhall  be  engaged* 
The  fuccours  above  mentioned  fhall, 
with  refpedi  to  difeipline,  be  fubjed 
to  the  orders  of  the  chief  officer  who 
commands  them  ;  and  they  fhall  not 
be  employed  feparately,  or  otherwif© 
than  in  concert  with  the  faid  com¬ 
manding  officer  :  with  regard  to  the 
operations,  they  fhall  be  wholly 
fubjed  to  the  orders  of  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  power  re* 
quiring. 

ARTICLE! 

It  is  agreed,  that  until  the  two 
powers  conclude  a  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce  with  each  other,  the  fubjeds 
of  the  republic  fhall  be  treated,  in 
the  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  as  the  molt  favoured  na« 
tion  ;  and  the  fame  fliall  be  cbferved 
in  the  United  Provinces  towards  the- 
fubjeds  of  his  Britannic  majefly. 
It  is,  however,  to  be  under  flood,* 
that  this  article  is  not  to  extend  to 
a  diminution  of  the  import  duties 
payable  upon  linens. 

ARTICLE  XL 
Whereas  by  the  fourth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  peace,  figned  in  the 
month  of  June,  1784,  his  Britannic 
majefty  engaged  to  treat  with  the. 
lords  the  flates-general  for  the  refti- 
tution  of  Negapatnam,  with  its  de*- 
pendencies,  in  cafe  the  faid  lords 
the  fiates-general  fhould  in  future 
have  any  equivalent  to  give;  and 
whereas  their  high  mightinefles  have 
now  renewed  their  requefl  for  ob¬ 
taining  that  rellitution,  as  well  as 
fettling  and  determining  precifely 
the  fenfe  of  the  fixch  article  of  that 
treaty,  concerning  the  navigation  of 
Britifh  fubjeds  in  the  eaflern  Teas  j 
his  Britannic  majefly,  in  order  to* 
manitefl  h's  good-will  towards  the 
republic,  is  difpofed  to  concur  irk 

thefe. 


PUBLIC 


thefe  defires  of  their  high  mighti- 
nefles,  and  even  to  fecure  to  the  re¬ 
public  additional  and  real  commer¬ 
cial  advantages  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  as  foon  as  an  equivalent  for 
thofe  objects  can  be  agreed  upon  ; 
in  return  for  which  his  Britannic 
majefiy  will  require  nothing  but 
what  is  favourable  to  the  reciprocal 
imerefts  and  fecurity  of  the  con¬ 
tracting  parties  in  the  Indies  :  and, 
to  prevent  the  negotiations  for  fuch 
arrangements  from  retarding  the 
conclufion  of  the  prefent  treaty,  it 
is  agreed  that  they  (hall  be  begun  as 
foon  as  pofiible,  and  be  concluded 
in  the  fpace  of  fix  months  from  the 
date  of  the  prefent  treaty  ;  and  that 
the  convention  to  be  made  thereon 
lit  all  have  the  fame  force  as  if  it  was 
inferted  in  the  treaty  itfelf. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

The  prefent  treaty  fliall  be  rati¬ 
fied  on  each  fide,  and  the  exchange 
of  ratifications  fhall  be  made  in  the 
fpace  of  fix  week?,  or  {boner,  if  it 
can  be  done. 

Done  at  the  Hague,  the  fifteenth 
of  April,  one  thoufand  ieven 
hundred  and  eighty-eight. 

(L.  S.)  James  Harris. 

•{L  S.)  J  .W.  Conte  deWelderen. 

(L,S.)  W.  F.  H.vanW  assen  aer. 

(L.S.)  L.  P.  van  de  Spiegel. 

(L.S.)  GuillaumedeCitters. 

(L.S.)  W.  N.  Pesters. 

(L.S.)  Chars.es  Bigot. 

(L.S.)  M.  B.  C.  van-  Vierst 

VAN  BoRGEL. 


ASl  of  Guaranty  of  the  Sfadtholder- 
Jhip  of  the  United  Provinces,  by 
their  High  Mightinejfcs  the  States 
General . 

THE  lords  the  Hates  of  the  Pro¬ 
vinces  of  Guelderland,  Holland  and 
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Well  Friefland,  Zealand,  Utrecht, 
Frielland,  Overyfiel  and  Groningen, 
and  of  the  county  of  Drenthe,  hav¬ 
ing  reflected  upon  the  caufes  of  the 
intefiine  divifions  by  which  the  re¬ 
public,  and  each  province  in  parti¬ 
cular,  have  of  late  yea/s  been  dif- 
tradted  ;  and  having  found  that 
thefe  divifions  have,  for  the  grea>eft 
part,  arifen  from  the  falfe  and  dan¬ 
gerous  idea  entertained  by  certain 
perfgns,  whether  real  or  pretended,, 
refpedting  the  constitution  and  form 
of  government  of  thefe  provinces, 
and  especially  with  regard  to  the 
importance  and  necefiity  of  the  high 
and  hereditary  dignities  of  fiadt- 
holder,  captain  and  admiral-general, 
which  idea  they  had  infilled  into 
the  minds  of  ocherinhabitants  not  fo 
well  informed  ;  and  having,  more¬ 
over,  confidered,  that  at  the  time  of 
the  happy  refloration  and  confir¬ 
mation  of  the  Hereditary  Stadthol- 
derfliip  in  1747  and  1748,  the  con¬ 
federates  regarded  the  union  of  all 
thofe  dignities  in  the  perfon  of  one 
prince  only,  both  with  refpedt  to 
the  feveral  Provinces,  and  to  the 
countries  of  the  generality,  as  a 
lingular  advantage  to  the  republic, 
being  convinced  that  the  bond  of 
the  union  would  desive  from  it  re¬ 
newed  vigour  and  folidity :  that 
confequently  thefe  dignities  having, 
from  that  period,  obtained  a  clofer 
and  more  intimate  connedtion  with 
the  whole  confederacy,  they  ought 
not  only  to  be  confidered  as  an  ef- 
fential  part  of  the  conftitution  and 
form  of  government  of  each  pro¬ 
vince,  but  likewife  of  the  republic 
at  large,  and  fo  attached  to  the  uni¬ 
on,  that  it  cannot  pofibly  fubfift  and 
profper  without  thefe  dignities  ;  and 
that  therefore,  as  the  confederates 
are  bound  to  alfift  each  other,  at  the 
rifk  of  their  lives  and  fortunes,  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  bond  of  uni- 
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pn,  it  neceflarUy  follows,  that  they 
are  under  a  mutual  obligation  to 
'fup port  each  other,  in  refpebt  to  the 
firft  and  principal  means  by  which 
the  union  may  be  prefer ved  and 
maintained,  and  to  protect  it  with 
their  united  force  againft  all  enter- 
prizes  ;  the  more  lo  as  experience 
has  Ihewn  during  the  late  troubles, 
that  from  the  beginnings  of  flight 
importance,  which  appeared  at  firft 
to  have  only  trifling  alterations  in 
view,  a  general  confufion  enfued, 
which  brought  the  confederacy  to 
the  eve  of  diflolution:  the  deputies 
of  the  above  mentioned  provinces  do 
folemnly  declare,  in  the  name  and 
by  order  cf  the  lords  and  dates  of 
their  refpedtives  provinces,  by  the 
prefent  acft  that  the  laid  lords  the 
itates  regard  and  confide  r  the  digni¬ 
ties  of  the  Stadtholder,  captain  and 
admiral-general,  with  all  the  pre¬ 
eminences  and  prerogatives  there¬ 
unto  annexed,  in  the  manner  and 
upon  the  fame  footing  as  they  were 
conferred,  in  the  feveral  provinces, 
and  poflefled  by  the  prefent  prince 
Stadtholder,  in  the  year  1766,  as  an 
efiential  part  of  their  conflitution 
and  from  of  government,  and  they 
mutually  guaranty  the  fame  to 
each  other,  as  a  fundamental  law  of 
the  Stare,  promiflng  that  they  will 
not  fuller  this  fundamental  law,  lb 
absolutely  neceflary  for  the  repofe 
and  fafety  of  the  republic,  to  be 
deviated  trom  in  either  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  the  confederacy. 

In  teflimony  whereof,  we  the  un¬ 
derwritten,  being,  by  virtue  of  the 
refolutions  of  their  high  mightinef- 
fes  of  this  day,  exprefsly  authorized 
thereto,  have  each  of  us,  in  the 
name  of  our  refpe&ive  States,  and 
in  conformity  to  their  refpecftive  re¬ 
folutions,'  flgned  this  ihflrument. 

Hague ,  Juncy  27,  17880 


Brovifonal  Treaty  of  Hcfenfi've  Al~ 
liance ,  between  their  Majejiies  the 
King  of  PruJJia ,  and  the  King  of 
Great  Britain . 

THEJR  majefties  th, eking  of  Pruft 
fia,  and  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
de  firing  to  augment  and  confolidate 
the  union  and  amity  which  happily 
fubfift  between  them,  and  to  con¬ 
cert  the  mpft  proper  meafures  for 
fecuring  their  mutual  interefts,  have 
refolved  to  renew  and  confirm  thefe 
ties  by  a  treaty  of  d.efenfive  alliance, 
and  have  fpr  this  purpofe  authoriz¬ 
ed  (his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia) 
the  fieur  Philip  Charles  D’Alven- 
fleberx,  chamberlain,  knight  of  the 
order  ol  Sr.  John  of  Jerusalem,  en¬ 
voy  extraordinary  from  his  majefty 
to  their  high  mightineffes  the  ftates- 
general  of  the  United  Provinces  ; 
and  (his  majefty  the  king  of  Great 
Britain)  fir  James  Harris,  privy 
counfellor,  knight  of  the  order  of 
the  Bath,  member  of  the  parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  ambalfador  ex¬ 
traordinary  and  plenipotentiary  of 
his  majefty  to  their  high  mightineffes 
the  itates-general  of  the  United 
Provinces. 

Thefe,  after  having  reciprocally 
communicated  their  full  powers,  a- 
greed  upon  the  following,  articles  : 

ARTICLE  I. 

There  (hall  be  a  conftant  and 
fincere  amity,  an  intimate  and  per¬ 
fect  harmony  and  union  between 
the  ftfid  moft  ferene  kings,  their 
heirs  and  fucceflors,  their  kingdoms, 
ftates,  and  refpedlive  fubjedts,  and 
they  fhall  give  all  (their  attention, 
and  ufe  all  the  means  Providence 
has  bellowed  on  them,  to  maintain 
this  connexion  and  correfpondence 
of  ftritft  amity,  and  to  advance  their 
common  interefls,  and  for  their  mu¬ 
tual  defence,  agreeably  to  the  treaty 
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of  alliance  concluded  between  Pruf- 
iia  and  England  at  Weil  minder,  on 
the  1 8th  of  November,  1742,  ren¬ 
dering  the  ftipulations  of  the  fame, 
according  to  the  circumEances  of 
Europe. 

ARTICLE  II, 

The  high  contracting  parties  en¬ 
gage  particularly,  and  promife  to  adf 
always  in  concert,  and  in  mutual  con¬ 
fidence,  to  maintain  the  far  cry,  in¬ 
dependence,  and  government  of  the 
republic  of  the  United  States,  a- 
greeably  to  the  engagements  which 
they  entered  into  with  the  faid  re¬ 
public,  namely,  his  Pruffian  ma- 
jeHv,  according  to  a  treaty  conclud¬ 
ed  at  Berlin,  April  15,  17B8,  and 
his  Britannic  majeEy,  according  to 
a  treaty  concluded  the  lame  day  at 
the  Hague,  which  the  faid  high 
contracting  parties  have  communi¬ 
cated  the  one  to  the  other. 

ARTICLE  III.  j 

In  cafe  any  occafion  fhall  happen 
when,  in  virtue  of  the  flipulations 
contained  in  the  faid  treaties,  the 
high  contracting  parties  fhall  lee 
themfelves  obliged  to  augment  the 
fuccours  to  be  given  to  the  Eates- 
general,  above  the  numbers  fpeci- 
Iied  in  the  faid  treaties,  or  to  a  Hi  ft 
them  with  their  whole  lorce,  the 
faid  contracting  parties  fnali  convert 
together  on  what  may  be  neceflary 
relative  to  the  employment  of  their 
relpedtive  forces,  for  the  fafety  and 
defence  of  the  faid  republic. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

In  cafe  that  one  or  other  of  the 
faid  high  contradting  parties  fhall, 
in  any  future  time,  be  attacked, 
molefted,  or  dilquieted  in  any  of 
their  Hates,  rights,  polfeifions,  or 


interetfs,  by  any  other  power,  in  con- 
fequence  of  any  of  the  articles  or  Ei- 
pulations  confirmed  by  the  faid  trea¬ 
ties,  or  of  any  of  the  meafures  taken 
by  any  of  the  faid  con r radii ng  par¬ 
ties  in  virtue  thereof,  the  other  con- 
trading  party  engages  to  fuccour 
and  affift  againft  fuch  an  attack. 
And  the  faid  contrading  parties,  in 
all  fuch  cafes,  promife  to  proted 
and  guarantee  each  other,  in  the 
pofleffion  of  all  their  Hates,  towns, 
and  places,  belonging  to  them  be¬ 
fore  the  commencement  of  fuch  hof- 
tilities. 

ARTICLE  V. 

The  affiEance  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  article,  Rail  confift  of  lix 
thoufand  infantry,  and  four  thou~ 
land  cavalry,  which  Rail  be  fur- 
niRed  within  the  fpace  of  two 
monthfs  after  the  requifition  made 
by  the  party  attacked,  and  Rail  re¬ 
main  at  the  difpofal  of  that  party 
during  the  war,  to  be  employed  on 
the  continent  of  Europe,  in  fuch 
manner  as  the  party  demanding 
them  Rail  think  proper;  they  Rail 
alfo  be  paid  and  maintained  by  the 
'power  which  furniffies  them,  but 
the  party  demanding  Rail  provide 
the  troops,  fo  long  as  they  are  upon 
th  eir  territories,  with  grain  and  nc- 
celfary  forage,  the  fame  as  allowed 
to  their  own  troops. 

A  R  T  I  C  L  E  VI. 

In  cafe  the  affiEance  flipulated  be 
not  fufficient  for  the  defence  of  the 
power  demanding  it,  the  other  pow¬ 
er  Rail  augment  the  fame  in  cafe  of 
neceffity,  and  Rail  aid  with  its  whole 
force,  if  the  circumEances  require  it. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

The  prefent  provifional  treaty 
(hall  be  ratified  on  the  one  part  and 
(E  4)  on 
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on  the  other,  and  the  ratifica¬ 
tions  lhall  be  exchanged  within  fix 
months,  or  fooner  if  it  can  be 
©ffieded 

Done  at  Loo,  in  Guelderland, 
June  13,  1788- 
Signed 

PHILIPPE  CHARLES  D’AL- 
VENSLEBEN, 
JAMES  HARRIS. 


r>  ■e&ty  of  Dcfcnfi'vc  Alliance ,  between 
■bis  Majcfiy  \  the  King  of  Great 
. Britain ,  and  his  Majefty  the  King 
of  Prujfa . 

THEIR  tnajeflies  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  kingof  Pruffia, 
being  animated  with  a  fincere  and 
equal  defire  to  improve  and  confo- 
lidate  the  ftrid  union  and  friend- 
fhip  which,  having  been  tranfmitted 
to  them  by  their  atlceftors,  fo  hap¬ 
pily  fubfift  between  them,  and  to 
concert  the  moft  proper  meafures 
for  fecuring  their  mutual  interefts, 
and  the  general  tranquillity  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  have  refolved  to  renew  and 
flrengthen  thefe  ties  by  a  treaty  of 
defenfive  alliance;  and  they  have 
authorized  for  this  purpofe  (to  wit) 
his  majefty  the  king  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  the  fieur  Jofeph  Ewart,  his 
envoy  extraordinary  at  the  court  of 
Berlin  ;  and  his  majefty  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  the  fieur  Ewald  Frederick 
count  de  Hertzberg,  his  minifter  of 
Rate,  and  of  the  cabinet,  knight  of 
the  order  of  the  Black  Eagle  ;  who, 
after  reciprocally  communicating 
their  full  powers  to  each  other, 
have  agreed  upon  the  following  ar¬ 
ticles  ; 

article  I. 

There  (hall  be  a  perpetual,  firm, 
and  unalterable  friendfhip,  defen¬ 
five  alliance,  and  ftrid  and  inviol¬ 


able  union,  together  with  an  inti- 
mate  and  perfed  harmony  and  cor- 
refpondence  between  the  laid  moft 
ferene  kings  of  Great  Britain  and 
Pruffia,  their  heirs  and  fuepeflors, 
and  their  refpedive  kingdoms,  do¬ 
minions,  provinces,  countries,  and 
fubjeds,  which  fhall  be  carefully 
maintained  and  cultivated,  fo  that 
the  cmitrading  powers  (hall  con- 
ftantly  employ,  as  well  their  ut- 
motl  attention  as  alfo  thofe  means 
which  Providence  has  put  in  their 
power,  for  preferving  at  the  fame 
time  the  public  tranquillity  and  (ecu* 
rity,  for  maintaining  their  common 
interefts,  and  for  their  mutual  de* 
fence  and  guaran  ty  againft  every 
holtile  attack  ;  the  whole  in  con¬ 
formity  to  the  treaties  already  fub- 
fifting  between  the  two  high  con- 
trading  parties,  which  dial!  remain 
in  full  force  and  vigour,  and  fliall 
be  deemed  to  be  renewed  by  the 
prefent  treaty,  as  far'  as  the  fame 
fliall  not  be  derogated  from,  with 
their  own  confent,  by  poftcrior 
treaties,  or  by  the  prefent  treaty, 

ARTICLE  II. 

In  confequence  of  the  engage¬ 
ment  contracted  by  the  preceding 
article,  the  two  high  contrading 
parties  fliall  always  ad  in  concert 
for  the  maintenance  of  peace  and 
tranquillity  ;  and  in  cafe  either  of 
them  fliould  be  threatened  with  a 
hoftile  attack  by  any  power  what¬ 
ever,  the  other  fliall  employ  his 
moft  efficacious  good  offices  for  pre¬ 
venting  hoftiliiies,  for  procuring  fti- 
tisfadion  to  the  injured  party,  and 
for  effeding  an  accommodation  in 
a  conciliatory  manner, 

ARTICLE  IIT. 

But  if  thofe  good  offices  fhoufi 
not  have  the  deiired  effid,  in  the 
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fpace  of  two  months,  and  either  of 
the  two  high  contrading  parties 
fhould  be  hotlilely  attacked,  moleft- 
ed,  or  difturbed,  in  any  of  his  do¬ 
minions,  rights,  pofteliions,  or  in- 
terefts,  or  in  any  manner  whatever, 
by  fea  or  land,  by  any  European 
power,  the  other  contrading  party 
engages  to  fuccour  his  ally  without 
delay,  in  order  to  maintain  each  other 
reciprocally  in  the  poffdlion  of  all 
the  dominions,  territories,  towns, 
and  places,  which  belonged  to  them 
before  the  commencement  of  fuch 
hoftilities:  for  which  end,  if  his  Pruf¬ 
fia  n  majefty  fhould  happen  to  be  at¬ 
tacked,  his  majefty  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  fhall  furnifh  to  his  majefty 
the  king  of  Pruffia  a  fuccour  of  fix- 
teen  thoufand  infantry,  and  four 
thoufand  cavalry  ;  and  if  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty  fhould  happen  to  be 
attacked,  his  majefty  the  king  of 
Pruffia  (hall  likewife  furnifh  to  him 
a  fuccour  of  fixteen  thoufand  infan¬ 
try,  and  four  thoufand  cavalry  ; 
which  refpedive  fuccours  fhall  be 
furniflied  in  the  fpace  of  two  months 
after  requifition  made  by  the  party 
attacked,  and  fhall  remain  at  his 
difpofal  during  the  whole  continu¬ 
ance  ef  the  war  in  which  he  fhall 
be  engaged,  Thefe  fuccours  fhall 
be  paid  and  maintained  by  the  re¬ 
quired  power,  wherever  his  ally 
fiiall  employ  them;  but  the  requir¬ 
ing  party  fhall  fupply  them,  in  his 
dominions,  with  fuch  bread  and 
forage  as  may  be  necefiary,  upon 
the  footing  to  which  his  own  troops 
are  accuftomed. 

It  is  neverthelefs  agreed  between 
the  high  contrading  parties,  that 
if  his  Britannic  majefty  fhould  be 
in  the  cafe  of  receiving  the  fuccour 
in  troops  from  his  Pruffian  majefty, 
his  Britannic  majefty  lhall  not  em¬ 
ploy  them  out  of  Europe,  nor  even 
ra  the  garnfoa  of  Gibraltar* 
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If  the  injured  and  requiring  party 
fhould  prefer  fuccours  in  money  to 
land  forces,  he  fhall  have  his  choice; 
and  in  cafe  of  the  two  high  con- 
trading  oarties  furnifhing  to  each 
other  the  ftipulated  fuccours  in  mo¬ 
ney,  fuch  fuccours  fhall  be  computed 
at  one  hundred  thoufand  florins, 
Dutch  currency,  per  annum,  for 
one  thoufand  infantry,  and  at  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  flo¬ 
rins,  of  the  like  value,  for  one 
thoufand  cavalry,  per  annum,  or  in 
the  fame  proportion  by  the  month, 

ARTICLE  IV, 

In  cafe  the  ftipulated  fuccours 
fhould  not  be  fufticient  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  requiring  power,  the 
required  power  fhall  augment  them, 
according  to  the  exigency  of  the  cafe, 
and  fhall  aftlft  the  former  with  his 
whole  force,  if  circumftances  fhall 
render  it  necefiary, 

ARTICLE  V. 

The  high  con  trading  parties  here¬ 
by  renew,  in  the  moil  exprefs  terms, 
the  provifional  treaty  of  defenfive 
alliance,  which  they  concluded  at 
Loo,  on  the  13  th  of  June  in  the  p re¬ 
lent  year,  and  they  again  engage 
and  promife  to  ad:,  at  all  times,  in 
concert,  and  with  mutual  confi¬ 
dence,  for  maintaining  the  fecurity, 
independence,  and  government  of 
the  republic  of  the  United  Provin¬ 
ces,  conformably  to  the  engage¬ 
ments  which  they  have  lately  con- 
traded  with  the  faid  republic;  that 
is  to  fay,  his  Britannic  majefty,  by 
a  treaty  concluded  at  the  Hague,  on 
the  15th  of  April,  1788,  and  his 
P ruffian  majefty,  by  a  treaty  figned 
the  fame  day  at  Berlin,  which  the 
f  id  high  contrading  parties  have 
communicated  to  each  other. 

And  if  it  fhall  happen  that,  by 
virtue  of  the  flipulations  of  the  faid 

treaties. 
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treaties,  the  high  contracting  par¬ 
ties  fhould  be  obliged  to  augment 
the  fuccours  to  be  given  to  the  ila:es- 
general,  above  the  numbers  lpecified 
in  the  faid  treaties,  or  to  alii  It  them 
with  their  whole  force,  the  Ibid  high 
contracting  parties  will  concert  toge¬ 
ther  upon  all  that  may  be  necefiary 
relative  to  fuch  an  augmentation  of 
fuccours  to  be  agreed  on,  and  to 
the  employment  ot  their  refpective 
forces  for  the  fecurity  and  defence 
of  the  faid  republic. 

In  cafe  either  of  the  laid  high 
contracting  parries  fho'uld,  at  any 
time  hereafter,  be  attacked,  moleft- 
ed,  or  difturbed,  in  any  of  his  do¬ 
minions,  rights,  poffelfions,  or  in- 
terefis,  in  any  manner  whatever,  by 
fea  or  by  land,  by  any  other  power, 
in  consequence  and  in  hatred  of  the 
articles  or  ftipulations  contained  in 
the  faid  treaties,  or  of  the  meafures 
to  be  taken  by  the  faid  contracting 
parties  refpe&ively,  in  virtue  of 
thefe  treaties,  the  other  contracting 
party  engages  to  fuccour  and  alfift 
him  againft  fuch  attack,  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  by  the  fame  fuccours 
as  are  ftipulated  in  the  3d  and  4th 
articles  of  the  prefent  treaty  ;  and 
the  faid  contracting  parties  promife, 
in  all  Innilar  cafes,  to  maintain  and 
guaranty  each  other  in  the  pofleffion 
of  all  the  dominions,  towns,  and 
places,  which  belonged  to  them 
refpeCtively  before  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  fuch  hoftiliiies. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

The  prefent  treaty  of  defenfive 
alliance  fhall  be  ratified  by  each 
party,  and  the  ratifications  fhall  be 
exchanged  in  the  fpaceof  fix  weeks, 
or  fooner,  if  it  can  be  done. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we  the  under¬ 
written,  being  authorized  by  the 
full  powers  of  their  majelUes,  the 
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kings  of  Great  Britain  and  ofPruflia, 
have,  in  their  names,  figned  the 
prefent  treaty,  and  have  thereto  let 
the  feals  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  Berlin,  the  thirteenth 
of  Augufi,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  eighty-eight. 

(L.S.)  JOSEPH  EWART. 

(L.S.)  EWALD  FREDERIC 
COMTE  D£  HERTZ- 

BERG. 


Kemonfiran.ee  of  the  Parliament  of 
Paris  again fl  the  Ufe  ot  Lcttres 
de  Cachet ,  and  the  Imprifanment  of 
the  Pule  of  Orleans ,  and  the  two 
Magijlrates  of  their  Courts  delivered 
March  16,  1788. 

MAY  it  pleafe  your  majefty  to 
confider,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  your 
parliament  to  watch  over  the  peo¬ 
ple’s  wants,  and  the  rights  of  the 
lbvereign  :  the  people  may  be  milled 
by  factious  men,  and  kings  are 
too  much  expofed  to  dangerous  fur- 
prizes.  Parliament,  fire,  will  fpeak 
of  liberty  to  monarchs,  and  recom¬ 
mend  fubmiilion  to  fubjcCts.  They 
render  that  fubmiilion  honourable 
by  their  example,  and  that  authori¬ 
ty  folid  by  their  principles.  In  fhort, 
the  molt  cffential  function  of  your 
m  a  jelly’s  parliament  is  to  fivmmon 
the  royal  power  to  the  llandard  ot 
jultice,  and  public  liberty  to  the 
oath  of  allegiance.  Such,  lire,  have 
been  their  patriot  views,  and  the 
object  of  their  unremitted  zeal,  in  the 
moll  fevere  and  turbulent  times. 

Still  animated  by  the  fame  lenti- 
ments,  and  ever  jealous  to  deferve 
the  good  will  of  our  gracious  mo¬ 
narch,  and  infure  the  liberty  of  our 
fellow- citizens,  we  come  to  point 
out,  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  the 


PUBLIC 

fatal  error  that  could  feduce  the 
heart  of  a  fovereign  ;  we  come  to 
invoke  your  majefty’s  juftice,  wif- 
dorrs,  and  humanity,  againft  the 
pernicious  employing  ot  letters  de 
£achet.  At  this  terrible  word  all 
hearts  fhudder,  all  ideas  are  clouded 
with  horror.  The  individuals  feized 
with  thefe  dreadful  fymptoms,  look 
with  amazement  at  one  another, 
and,  afraid  of  explaining  themfelves, 
remain  in  a  lfate  of  inaction.  The 
people  in  ftlence  fcarce  dare  to  lift 
.their  thoughts  to  that  inconceivable 
power,  which  difpofes  cf  men  with¬ 
out  hearing  or  judging  them  ;  that 
plunges  and  keeps  them,  at  plea¬ 
sure,  in  total  darknefs,  whither  the 
c-h earful  light  of  day  never  enters, 
no  more  than  the  reviving  afpedt  of 
the  law,  the  cry  of  nature,  or  the 
voice  of  friendship ;  to  tbi  t  power 
that  for  exiftence  depends  on  myf- 
tery,  and  derives  its  title  from  force 
alone;  to  a  power  exercifed  with 
impunity  by  the  minifters  of  hate, 
their  deputies,  and  the  agents  of  the 
police  ;  to  a  power,  infhort,  which, 
from  the  prime  miniher  to  the  very 
inferior  officers  of  the  police,  lays 
over  our  heads  an  endlefs  chain  of 
formidable  opprellors,  before  whom 
remain  blent  and  inactive  the  facred 
laws  of  nature,  and  thofe  of  the 
conhitution.  No,  lire,  the  laws  of 
nature,  and  the  laws  of  the  conhitu¬ 
tion,  lhall  never  reproach  your  par¬ 
liament  (the  living  law  at  the  foot 
of  the  throne)  with  having  hood 
ffiamefully  inadftve,  and  with  hav¬ 
ing  preferved  a  guilty  hience. 

Man  was  born  free,  and  his  hap- 
pinefs  depends  on  juhice.  Liberty 
is  an  irnprolciiptible  right.  It  con- 
lifts  in  the  power  of  living  fuitably 
to  the  tenor  of  the  laws ;  juftice  is 
an  univerfal  duty,  and  this  duty  is 
anterior  to  the  laws  themfelves,  that 
acknowledge  it  and  ought  to  guide 
it,  but  never  to  difpenfe  with  it  in 
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the  monarch  or  the  fubjedi.  .Juftice 
and  Liberty  !  This,  fire,  is  the  prin¬ 
ciple  and  end  of  all  fociety,  the 
liable  and  unmoveable  foundation  of 
ail  power  :  and  fuch  is,  for  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  mankind,  the  wonderful 
connedlion  of  thefe  two  ineftimable 
bleffings,  that  no  reafonable  autho¬ 
rity,  no  folid  obedience  can  ever 
fubftft  without  them.  The  pradtice 
oflettres  de  cachet  overturns  all  this 
fyftem.  Juhice  thereby  becomes 
mere  iliulion,  and  liberty  retains 
but  the  name.  Such  pradtice  is  re¬ 
pugnant  to  reafon,  and  contrary  to 
the  orders  of  the  hate  ;  the  motives 
alleged,  in  order  to  authorize  it,  are 
but  pretences  clearly  refuted  by  ex¬ 
amples.  It  muft  certainly  be  repug¬ 
nant  to  reafon,  fince  it  evidently  is 
to  the  nature  of  man,  to  that  of 
royalty,  and  to  the  primitive  no¬ 
tions  of  morality.  Such  are  the  ef- 
fential  charadfers  oflettres  de  cachet. 

The  nature  of  man  is  not  that  of 
being  independent ,  Independence 
to  him  is  a  hate  of  war  ;  force  and 
cunning  are  by  turns  his  predomi¬ 
nant  paffions,  and  juftice  divefted  of 
fandfion  is  divefted  of  power.  The 
nature  of  man  is,  therefore,  a  pro- 
penfity  to  join  his  fellow-creatures, 
and  to  live  in  focicty,  under  the  re¬ 
ft  riction  of  certain  general  rules, 
named  the  laws.  But  all  rules,  con¬ 
ventions,  or  agreements,  that  con- 
ftrain,  without  protedting  him,  could 
no  longer  be  termed  laws,  but  fet¬ 
ters.  Force  may  prepare  them,  it 
is  true,  and  weaknefs  or  folly  may 
wear  them ;  but  force  does  not 
oblige,  and  weaknefs  and  folly  can¬ 
not  engage  themfelves.  All  lawful 
fubmiffion  is  voluntary  in  its  princi¬ 
ple  ;  a  guilty  citizen  has  contented 
before  hand  to  the  fentence  that 
condemns  him.  Were  fome  men  to 
fay  to  others,  li  exercife  an  arbitrary 
power  over  us  :  we  give  our  eonfent, 
that  the  tribunals  be  without  power. 
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smd  the  laws  of  no  life  ;  a  word  from 
your  mouth,  a  fignatute  from  your 
fiand,  fhall  deprive  us  of  our  liberty, 
©f  our  goods,  of  our  wives,  of  our 
children,  of  the  very  right  of  de¬ 
fending  ourfeives:”  were  feme  men 
so  hold  fiich  language  they  would 
certainly  pafs  for  madmen.  The 
people’s  con  fen  f,  therefore,  to  the 
power  of  uling  lettres  de  cachet  is 
incompatible  with  the  ufe  of  reafon ; 
jesfon  is  the  natural  fete  of  man, 
as  well  as  of  fociety  ;  the  pra&ice, 
therefore,  of  fuch  letters  is  repug¬ 
nant  to  the  nature  of  man,  bo  h  as 
a  rational  and  a  focial  being. 
Will  they  fay,  that  this  practice  is 
founded  on  the  nature  of  monar¬ 
chical  power  f  The  anfwer  could 
esfily  be  found.  Kings  reign  either 
in  virtue  of  conqueft,  or  by  law  : 
if  theconqueror  abufes  his  conqueft; 
if  he  ftrikes  at  the  rights  of  man  ; 
if  the  conqueft  is  no*-  changed  into 
capitulation,  force,  that  difpofes  of 
she  fruits  of  viftory,  does  not  retain 
fubjedts  at  the  conqueror’s  feet,  but 
Haves.  Whatever  reafon  forbids  the 
people  to  confent  to,  kings  have  it 
not  in  their  power  to  ordain.  Befides, 
how  could  reafon  bear  to  fee  the 
whole  fyftem  of  morality  overturned? 
The  tutelary  maxims  of  mankind, 
happily,  want  no  proofs.  They  fup- 
port  themfelves  by  their  own  evi¬ 
dence.  It  is  evident  that  juftice  mud 
equally  hold  the  feales  between  the 
poor  and  the  rich  ;  and  it  is  evident 
that  fhame  and  punifhment  are  due 
to  the  guilty,  and  to  them  alone.  If 
there  exifted  a  power  that  could  in¬ 
terrupt  the  courfe  of  laws,  and  par¬ 
tially  defend  the  guilty,  by  preferv- 

Sng  the  one  and  abandoning  the  others, 

it  is  evident,  that  this  power,  in 
compromi.fi ng  juilice  in  the  punifli- 
ments  file  has  already  pronounced, 
would  add  to  the  idea  of  a  precedent, 
that  likewife  of  preference  :  and  if 
the  preference  granted  by  this  power 


were  to  be  eonftantly  referved  for  z, 
particular  clafs  of  citizens,  and  re- 
fufed  to  all  others,  it  is  evident  that 
the  law  not  allowed  to  punifh  fuch 
and  fuch  a  crime,  but  fuch  and  fuch 
a  clafs  of  fociety,  would  invariably 
keep  in  a  date  of  terror  and  difgrace 
all  tbofe  claiTes  that  are  proferibed, 
without  any  regard  for  innocence  or 
juftice.  The  application  of  thefe 
inconteftible  marks  is  very  ap polite 
to  the  practice  of  lettres  de  cachet. 
Two  men,  for  Inftance,  meet ;  one 
is  weak,  the  other  ftrong  ;  one  poor, 
the  other  rich  ;  the  poor  may  fay 
to  himfelf— M  if  this  man  offends 
me,  if  he  attacks  my  honour,  my 
liberty,  my  life,  the  laws  allure  me 
that  they  will  grant  me  their  fup- 
port — the  laws  deceive  me— autho¬ 
rity  may  difpofe  of  it  other  wife— - 
authority  will  prevail — but  fhould 
I  oftend  him,  I  {hall  be  purfued, 
imprilbned,  abandoned,  dishonoured 
and  punifhed — this  very  authority 
will  be  filent  for  me— thefe  very  laws 
inexorable— where  then  is  juftice  ? 
Is  mifery  a  crime  ?  Is  humanity  a- 
lone  no  longer  a  title  ?  A  poor  man, 
friendlefs,  without  any  credit,  is  he 
no  longer  a  citizen  ?” 

The  orders  of  the  ftate  are  no  lefts 
contrary  to  the  practice  of  lettres  de 
cachet,  than  the  principles  them¬ 
felves.  Ambition,  revenge,  flattery, 
nnd  avidity—  in  a  word  the  inoft 
violent  and  the  mod  abjedl  paffions 
have  befieged  at  all  times  the  mo¬ 
narch’s  throne ;  but  at  all  times 
too  the  laws  have  forewarned  the 
fovereign,  and  protefled  the  fub- 
jebts,  and  if  not  with  equal  fuccefs, 
at  leaft  with  equal  energy  ;  and  this 
continual  ftruggle  of  arbitrary  power 
again  ft  liberty  has  not  prevented  li¬ 
berty  from  triumphing  in  the  peo¬ 
ple’s  and  the  monarch’s  minds.  The 
laft  (bates  of  Blois  have  intreated  his 
majefty  to  confine  the  ufe  of  lettres 
de  cachet,  to  thole  who  had  the  ho¬ 
nour 
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nour  to  dine  at  his  royal  manfion, 
not  to  feclude  them  from  their  oc¬ 
cupations,  or  deprive  them  of  rheir 
houfehold  gods,  and  of  their  fa¬ 
milies— “but  to  prevent  their  being 
admitted  into  the  palace  of  his  royal 
prefence,  without  depriving  them 
however  of  his  judice.  It  it  a  max¬ 
im  in  our  monarchy  that  no  citizen 
can  become  a  pri loner  without  an 
order  from  the  judge.  All  the  kings 
of  the  two  firft  races  have  acknow¬ 
ledged  it.  Hugues  Capet  found  it 
at  his  acceffion  to  the  throne.  AH 
orders  and  decrees  iifued  under  the 
third  race  have  confirmed  it.  It  is 
this  maxim  that  became  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  onlv  didindtion  we  find 
■*> 

in  our  laws  between  the  prifoners 
for  crimes  and  thofe  for  'debts  ;  and 
the  claule  in  the  edict  of  1670,  a- 
greeable,  in  this  point,  to  all  the 
preceding  ones,  has  damped  it  with 
the  leal  of  validity,  by  requiring, 
that  prifoners  for  crimes  fnould  be 
examined  within  four-and-twenty 
hours  after  imprifonment  :  but  how 
ineffectual  l'uch  a  wife  difpofition  ; 
how  ridiculous  fuch  a  precaution, 
as  long  as  the  practice  of  lettres  de 
cachet  (hall  fubfift  ! 

Thus  the  rights  of  mankind,  the 
fundamental  principles  of  fociety, 
the  mod  brilliant  lights  of  reafon, 
the  deared  interefts  of  lawful  power, 
the  elementary  maxims  of  morality, 
the  laws  of  the  conditution— all,  in 
fhort,  unanimoudy  rife  againd  the 
pradice  of  lettres  de  cachet.  By 
what  fatality,  fire,  has  it  been  in¬ 
troduced  and  continued  in  your  do¬ 
minions  ?  We  are  not  adoniihed  to 
fee  that  men,  jealous  of  a  tranfitory, 
hut  perfonal  power,  and  greedy  am-' 
bitious  courtiers,  regardlefs  of  time 
to  come,  fliould  colour  this  practice 
with  the  fpecious  motives  of  public 
fafety,  or  of  the  tranquillity  and 
honour  of  many  families.  The  fer¬ 
tile  m hid  follows  the  train  of  am¬ 


bition  with  avidity but  that  there 
(houldbe  citizens.,  blind  enough  not 
to  fee,  in  every  letter  they  fo  licit  or 
acquiefce  in,  the  dreadful  danger 
that  awaits  (hem,  fills  us  really  with 
the  greated  adonilliment,  and  caufes 
in  our  breads  the  deeped  afHidtiom. 

It  is  time  to  combat  an  error  fet  oft 
with  the  appearance  of  difinterefted- 
nefs  ;  it  might  make  an  ins  predion 
on  the  mind  and  heart  of  your  ma- 
jeftv* 

Evidence  wants  but  few  words* 
The  intered  of  thofe  who  chafe  to 
be  inadlive,  out  of  temper,  or  re*» 
fentfui  in  the  place  they  enjoy* 
does  not  by  any  means  contribute  m 
the  public  fafety.  Public  fafety  has 
two  certain  bafes,  the  terror  of 
wickednefs,  and  the  (halter  of  in¬ 
nocence  the  terror  of  wickednefs.,, 
the  more  exalted  it  is,  and  the  (bel¬ 
ter  of  innocence  i&  proportion  to  its 
weaknefs. 

We  have  had  the  honour  to  prove 
to  your  majeby,  that  the  ufe  of  let¬ 
tres  de  cachet  is  pofirively  contrived 
for  abetting  the  powerful  criminal, 
and  intimidating  the  feeble  inno¬ 
cent. 

,  Where  no  perfonal  fecurify  exids,. 
public  fafety  is  but  an  imaginary 
blifs ;  and  where  the  practice  of  let¬ 
tres  de  cachet  fubfids,  perfonal  fe cu¬ 
rl  ty  cannot  exid.  Public  fafety  is 
then  but  an  imaginary  blifs,  where 
the  practice  of  lettres  de  cachet  fub- 
fifts.  If  there  are  circumdances, 
fire,  that  require  the  fudden  exer- 
cife  of  your  authority,  there  are 
none  that  can  authorife  the  fecret* 
detention  of  a  prifoner,  who  folicits 
his  trial — there  are  none  that  can> 
prevent  his  claims  to  judice  ;  not  his 
filence  itfelf,  nor  even  his  formal 
coafent  to  the  lofs  of  his  liberty, 
could  be  fufficient  to  do  it. 

Your  majedy’s  anfwer  in  1777^ 
has  given  an  indelible  fandfion  to 
thefe  national  maxims*  You  declare*. 

fire* 
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fire,  that  you  will  never  fuffer  any 
attacks  on  the  liberty  of  your  fub- 
jedts  ;  but  that  there  are  circumftan- 
ces  in  which  public  fafety  requires 
that  your  authority  Ihould  appear 
in  fupport  of  judice,  to  prevent  a 
culprit’s  evafion.  How  remarkable 
and  how  conforming  were  thefe 
words  for  the  caufe  of  judice  !  They 
conciliated  liberty  with  power,  and 
it  is  thus  that  your  majedy  has  fixed 
upon  this  point,  and  with  your  own 
words,  the  principle,  the  objedt,  and 
the  limits  of  your  power. 

The  honour  and  tranquillity  of  a 
family  *,  is  the  lad  objection  to  the 
abolishing  the  pradlice  of  lettres  de 
cachet,  but  they  do  not  reflect  that: 
this  objedtion,  the  grandbatteryof  the 
partifans  for  arbitrary  power,  owes 
all  its  pretended  confequence  to  the 
lettres  themfelves,  the  pra&ice  of 
which,  once  admitted,  deceives  ho¬ 
nour  itfelf,  and  arms  it  againd:  li¬ 
berty. 

Your  parliament,  fire,  will  agree, 
that  the  prejudice  may  exid ;  but 
they  will  never  agree  that  a  falfe 
prejudice  of  honour  diould,  for  the 
lake  of  a  few  individuals,  be  contrary 
to  reafon,  and  affedt  the  public  in- 
tereff,  our  morals,  and  our  laws. 
And  if  fhould  pleafe  your  majefty, 
after  having  permitted  the  law  toad! 
indifcriminately  on  the  guilty,  with¬ 
out  any  diffindlion  of  rank,  or  birth, 
to  fend  for  their  relations  at  your 
court,  to  employ  them  in  your  tri¬ 
bunals,  in  your  councils,  and  in  your 
armies,  would  any  perfon  dare  to 
fay,  that  a  prejudice,  that  is  fub- 
fided  and  nourifhed  only  by  fuc- 
cels,  would  refid  fo  noble  and  fo 
augud  an  example  ? 

Many  fadfs,  pretty  well  known, 
can  prove  to  your  majedy,  that  the 
nation,  more  fenfible  of  their  true 


intereif,  even  in  the  mod  elevated 
fpheres,  are  difpofed  to  receive  from 
your  hands  the  greated  bleding  a 
monarch  can  bellow  on  his  fubjedts, 
the  gift  of  liberty  :  ic  is  a  bleding 
that  renders  authority  more  firm, 
and  the  laws  more  endearing.  It  is 
this  blefiing  which  nobly  rewards 
virtue,  encourages  the  afpiring  ge¬ 
nius,  and  puts  a  bridle  on  turbu¬ 
lent  licentioufnefs  :  this  your  par¬ 
liament  come  to  reclaim,  lire,  in  the 
name  of  a  generous  and  faithful  na¬ 
tion.  They  mod  refpedlfully  entreat 
you  to  abolilh  for  ever  the  ufe  of 
lettres  de  cachet.  They  conjure  you 
effedfually  to  rejedt  all  ambitious 
counfels,  and  frivolous  motives,  and 
that  perfidious  intelligence,  which 
is  as  much  difowned  by  reafon,  as  it 
is  refuted  by  fadts.  How  cruel,  that 
your  majelty  cannot  enter  into  the 
minute  details  of  fuch  intelligence, 
generally  made  up  by  fubaltern  offi¬ 
cers,  on  fotne  pretence,  always 
kept  fecret,  or  on  informations  al¬ 
ways  clandeltine  !  Oh  fire,  could 
you  but  interrogate  thofe  vidtims  of 
arbitrary  power,  confined,  abandon¬ 
ed,  and  forgotten,  in  thofe  impene¬ 
trable  dungeons,  where  filence  and 
injudice  ever  dwell,  how  many  of 
them  would  you  find  who  never 
threatened  to  didurb  the  tranquillity 
of  the  date,  nor  ever  meant  to  dif- 
honour  the  refpedtable  name  of  their 
family  ?  Unhappy  victims  1  foon 
wrould  your  majedy  be  convinced, 
that  intrigue,  avidity,  lud  of  power, 
third  of  revenge,  the  dread  or  hate 
of  judice,  humour,  caprice,  and  the 
mere  whim  of  a  man  of  credit,  pre- 
iide  by  turns  at  the  didribution  of 
lettres  de  cachet.  You  would  then 
know  to  what  torments  is  condemned 
the  wretch  for  whom  the  fun  rifes, 
without  any  hopes,  and  the  night 

a  fubjedt  from  a  corporal  or  capital 


*  A  Iettre  de  cachet,  for  inltance,  can  fcreen 
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returns,  without  any  repofe  for  him. 
Terrible  uncertainty!  defpondency 
yvorfe  than  death  !  and  all  thele 
horrors  in  the  name  of  majefty ! 
Yes,  fire,  were  you  but  to  behold 
the  dreadful  manfions  of  for  row, 
you  would  ftand  aghall  at  the  cruel 
fate  of  your  fubje&s  ;  you  would 
fnudder  at  the  condition  of  princes 
themfelves,  and  you  would  ha  Hen 
to  deftroy  ihofe  invifible  arrows  that 
ibike  at  juftice,  both  when  aiming 
at  the  innocent  and  the  guilty. 

Animated  by  this  hope,  and 
founded  on  ihefe  principles,  your 
parliament,  fire,  after  having  fued 
for  the  liberty  of  the  nation,  cannot 
help  foliating  once  more  for  that 
of  the  three  citizens.  W e  have  au¬ 
thority  to  believe  that  the  duke  of 
Orleans  and  MeflVs.  Freteau  and  Sa¬ 
batier  are  not  guilty.  Were  they 
fio,  the  right  of  judging  them  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  your  parliament  ;  and  the 
charming  prerogative  of  pardoning, 
to  your  majefty. 

Liberty  is  by  no  means  a  privi¬ 
lege,  but  a  right.  It  is  the  duty  of 
all  governments  to  refpedt  that  right. 
The  fame  force  that  deprives  a  de¬ 
liberating  afiembly  of  their  mem¬ 
bers,  affedts  the  whole  body.  Some 
are  arrefted,  the  others  are  threa¬ 


tened,  none  are  free.  A  deliberat 


ing  afiembly  deprived  of  their  free¬ 
dom,  threatened  by  force,  if  they 
hill  continue  to  deliberate,  and  rife 
above  fear,  can  be  fupported  only 
by  their  fidelity. 

This  virtue,  fire,  has  not  forfaken 
your  parliament.  They  will  not  - 
ce  de  to  folicit,  in  a  very  refpedlful 
manner,  the  blelfing  of  public  liber¬ 
ty,  by  the  abolition  of  let t re s  de  ca¬ 
chet,  and  the  perfonal  liberty  of 
that  auguft  prince,  the  firft  of  the 
blood  royal,  and  of  the  two  exiled 
magiftrates.  But  it  is  no  longer  a 
p-incc  of  your  blood,  nor  two  ma¬ 
giftrates  that  your  parliament  claims 


now  in  the  name  of  the  laws,  and 
of  reafon  :  it  is  three  French  indivi¬ 
duals— -three  men . 

His  Majefty’s  Anfvver. 

I  had  forbidden,  you  gentlemen, 
to  continue  your  reprefentations  af¬ 
ter  the  9th  of  January  ;  and  it  is  not 
bv  difobeying  my  orders,  that  you 
will  ever  obtain  the  return  of  the 
magifirates  I  have  thought  proper 
to  punifh.  I  have  nothing  to  add 
to  my  former  anfwer  1  I  have  told 
you,  that  my  fubjedts’  liberty  is  as 
dear  to  me  as  to  themfelves:  but  I 
{hall  never  buffer  my  parliament  to 
oppofe  the  exercife  of  a  power,  to 
which  families  have  been  indebted 
for  the  prefervation  of  their  honour, 
and  the  ftate  for  its  tranquillity. 
Mv  parliament,  with  due  refpedt: 
and  filence,  mufi  confide  in  my 
vvifdom.  I  forbid  you  to  have,  or 
pubiifii,  any  farther  deliberations 
on  this  fubjedt. 


Rcfdution  of  the  Parliament  of  Parity 
May  3,  17  88,  on  the  Appre he nf  on 
of  Piolence  intended  to  he  employed 
againf  them . 

THE  court  being  affembled,  and 
having  been  apprifed  by  public  re¬ 
port,  and  by  a  number  of  circum- 
llances,  of  the  fatal  firoke  which 
was  mediating — concluded  that  the 
ill  intentions  of  the  miniftry  againft 
the  magiftrates  were  evidently  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  reftftance  they  made  a- 
gainft  two  ruinous  taxes — in  refuf- 
ing  to  allow  themfelves  incompetent 
in  matters  relating  to  fublidies — in 
foliciting  a  convocation  of  the  dates- 
general,  and  in  laying  a  claim  to 
the  liberty  of  every  individual  fub- 
jedf .  That  their  endeavours  can 
confequently  have  no  other  objedt 
than  to  convert  (if  poffible,  without 
applying  to  the  ftates-general)  thole 
immenfie  films  formerly  dilfipated. 
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by  fuch  means  as  the  court  of  par¬ 
liament  could  notoppofe  ;  their  duty 
being  to  Hand  firmly  againft  all 
plans  contrary  to  law,  and  to  the 
welfare  of  the  nation.  The  court 
further  coniidered,  that  the  fyllem 
of  complying  with  the  king’s  ablo- 
lute  will,  as  expreffed  in  his  diffe¬ 
rent  anfwers,  proves  the  miniller's 
deftrudlive  project  of  annulling  the 
principles  of  the  national  govern¬ 
ment,  which  parliament  is  bound  to 
maintain,  and  from  which  it  will 
never  depart.  It  declares,  that 
Prance  is  a  kingdom 'governed  by  a 
king  according  to  the  laws :  that 
moft  of  thole  laws  are  fundamental, 
and  are  formed  to  maintain  the 
reigning  family  on  the  throne  in 
the  male  line,  excluding  female  fuc- 
ceftion :  that  the  nation  has  the 
right  of  railing  fubfidies  by  the  vote 
of  the  ftates-general  duly  convened 
and  alfembled. 

That  the  court  of  parliament  has 
a  right  to  confirm  the  king’s  orders 
in  every  province,  and  to  order  them 
to  be  enregifiered,  in  cafe  they  are 
conformable  to  the  laws,  the  con- 
flitutional  rights  of  the  province, 
and  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
kingdom.  They  have  alfo  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  not  being  arrefled  by 
any  order  whatever,  without  being 
immediately  put  into  the  hands 
of  thofe  judges  to  which  they  are 
connected  by  their  fit  nation.  The 
court  proteft  againft  any  a&  of  vio¬ 
lence  attempted  againft  the  princi¬ 
ples  herein  mentioned,  and  unani- 
moufly  declares  they  cannot  deviate 
from  them  by  their  oath  ;  that  each 
member  isrefolved  to  oppofe  all  in¬ 
novations,  nor  will  he  adminifter  juf- 
tice  in  any  place  but  the  court  itfelf, 
com  poled  of  the  fame  perfons,  and 
empowered  by  the  fame  privileges. 
— And  in  cafe  by  force  they  ftiould 
be  compelled  to  ctifperfe  themfelves, 
and  rendered  unable  to  a&  in  their 


proper  capacities,  they  each  declare 
they  will  return  their  privileges  and 
rights  into  the  hands  of  the  king — - 
his  family — the  peers  of  the  realm 
—or  the  ftates-general.— The  court 
have  given  orders  for  the  prefent  re- 
folutions  t6  be  fent  to  all  the  courts 
of  the  kingdom. 


Addrejs  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris 
to  the  King ,  on  the  Arrcjl  of  MeJ' 
Jieurs  d' Efpremevii  and  Monfam* 
bert ,  tveo  Counfeilors  of  their  Ldurt% 
delivered  May  7,  1788. 

Sire, 

YOUR  parliament  is  confirmed, 
by  every  proceeding,  of  the  entire 
innovation  which  is  aimed  at  in  the 
fyftem  of  monarchy.  At  the  mo¬ 
ment  even  when  your  parliament 
were  offering  their  fufpicions  and  re- 
monftrances  at  the  foot  of  the  throne, 
an  ad!  of  abfolute  authorry  is  ex- 
ercifed  in  your  name  againft:  two 
magiftrates,  whole  condudt  is  irre¬ 
proachable,  and  who  ftiould  rather 
deferve  your  ma jelly’s  protedlion  for 
their  fupport  of  the  rights  of  mo¬ 
narchy.  At  the  time  that  the  de¬ 
puties  of  parliament  were  foliciting 
an  audience  at  the  foot  of  the  throne, 
which  public  circumftance  feemed 
to  require,  the  feat  of  fovereign 
juftice  was  in  veiled  by  a  body  of 
armed  people,  who  committed  adts 
of  violence  in  the  middle  of  the 
night,  and  at  the  time  your  parlia¬ 
ment  were  lit  ting. 

Your  majefty  has  been  advifed  not 
to  receive  the  deputation  of  your 
parliament,  becaufe  you  had  not 
been  made  acquainted  of  their  corn¬ 
ing  by  a  fpecial  meffage.  The  ef¬ 
forts  that  have  been  made  to  conceal 
truth  from  your  knowledge  but  too 
plainly  indicate  the  changes  in  the 
conftitution  which  the  enemies  of 
magiftmey  have  endeavoured  to  ef- 
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ftdt  fined  iyy  i;  and  which  they 
flatter  themfelves  to  attain  by  a  fpe- 
cious  plajuiibiiity.  Your  majefty, 
in  fummoning  your  parliament  to 
the  throne,  was  about  to  conciliate 
the  lbve  of  your  people  by  a  meafure 
fo  conformable  to  ancient  pradtice. 
But,  lire,  the  French  nation  will 
never  adopt  the  defpotic  meafures  to 
which  you  are  advifed,  and  whofe 
effedts  alarm  the  moll  faithful  of 
your  magi  if  rates.  We  ilia  S 1  not  re¬ 
peat  all  the  unfortunate  circumftah- 
ces  which  afHi6t  us  ;  we  fliall  only 
represent  to  you,  with  reipedtful 
fhmnefs,  that  the  fundamental  laws 
of  the  kingdom  mu  ft  not  be  tram¬ 
pled  on,  and  that  your  authority- 
can  only  be  efteemed  fo  long  as  it  is 
tempered  with  juftice*  It  is  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  nation  which  has  de¬ 
termined  each  and  every  member 
not  to  take  any  part,  either  as  a  body 
or  as  individuals,  in  any  functions 
which  may  be  the  confequences  of 
hew  regulations  ;  nor  will  they  aifift 
in  any  meafures  which  are  not  the 
unanimous  refolutions  of  parliament, 
endued  with  all  its  privileges.  Such 
is  the  nature  of  the  French  monar¬ 
chy;  and  we  befeech  your  majefty 
not  to  buffer  apparent  or  momentary 
advantages  to  divert  your  attention, 
as  they  may  only  produce  unhappy 
confequences*  This  pbjedfion  is  of 
fuch  importance  to  the  public  tran¬ 
quillity,  that  the  confideration  cf  it 
abforbs  every'  other  fentiment,  and 
fcarcely  leaves  us  power  to  befeech 
your  juftice  in  favour  of  the  two 
magistrates  who  have  been  recently 
torn  from  us,  attended  by  circum- 
ftances  which  we  dare  ffot  deferibe. 
Your  majefty  will  fooner  or  later 
difeover  the  juftice  of  our  reprefen- 
tatlons  ;  and*  in  whatever  fituation 
your  parliament  may  find  itfelf,  it 
will  feel  the  pleahng  and  confcious 
fachfaction  of  having  ufed  its  bell 
1789. 
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endeavours  for  the  fervice  of  the 
king  and  the  nation. 


Speech  of  his  Mof  Cbrijlian  Majefy 
in  the  A iJTemhly  of  Notables,  May  7, 
1788,  previous  to  the  Declaration 
of  his  Intention  to  efahiifo  a  Court 
Plenary ,  feV. 

IT  is  now  twelve  months  pnft, 
that  my  parliament  of  Paris  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  commit  the  greatefl  ex- 
cedes*  Its  members  have  not  only 
endeavoured  to  place  themfelves  on 
a  level  with  my  authority,  but  they 
have  even  dared  to  affert,  that  no 
adt  had  force,  if  not  enregiftered* 
They  have  declared  that  they  were 
not  obliged  to  do  it,  although  the 
nation  fullered  by  their  refufal.  The 
provincial  parliaments  have  follow¬ 
ed  their  example  in  their  preten- 
fions  and  undertakings.  The  confe¬ 
quences  have  been,  that  the  mo  ft  nc- 
ceffary  laws  have  not  been  executed, 
—  that  all  the  moil  ufeful  operations 
of  government  have  been  Hopped, 
and  that  public  credit  is  diminifhed, 
— Tjuftice  has  been  fufpended,  and  in 
fliort  that  the  national  tranquillity 
is  overthrown.  The  fuppreffion  of 
thofe  exceffes  is  what  I  owe  to  my 
fubjedls— to  myfelf— and  to  my  fue- 
ceffors.  I  might  have  puniflied  them, 
but  I  rather  chufe  to  prevent  their 
effects.  I  have  been  obliged  to 
punifli  a  few  of  the  magiftrates ; 
but,  though  it  was  indifpenfable,  I 
have  done  it  with  reludtance.  I  will 
not  then  annihilate  my  parliament ; 
but  I  will  bang  them  back  to  their 
duty,  and  the  limits  of  their  inftitu- 
tion.  I  mean  to  avail  myfelf  of 
converting  this  momentary  tempeft, 
to  a  falutary  epocha  for  my  people  ; 
to  begin  the  reformation  of  judicial 
proceedings  by  the  tribunals  on 
which  they  are  to  bs  founded  ;  to, 
(F)  procure 
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procure  juftice  to  be  rendered  in  a 
more  expeditious  and  lei's  ex  pert  live 
manner;  to  entruft  the  nation  with 
the  exercife  of  its  lawful  rights, 
which  ought  always  to  be  conciliat¬ 
ed  to  mine.  I  will  moreover  eftab- 
lifli,  in  every  part  of  my  kingdom, 
that  unity  of  fyftern,  without  which 
a  great  hate  is  always  weakened  by 
the  number  and  extent  of  its  ter¬ 
ritories*  The  order  I  mean  to 
maintain  is  not  new— there  was  but 
one  parliament,  when  Philip  the 
Fair  fixed  it  at  Paris.— A  large  hate 
Ihoiild  have  but  one  king,  one  law, 
and  one  power  to  enregifter  ads. 
Tribunals  with  a  limited  power 
fhall  fu per; n tend  the  majority  of 
law-funs  ;  the  parliaments  thole  of 
more  important  confcquences.  A 
jfingle  court  of  judicature  for  the  de» 
pofit  of  all  the  common  law  of  the 
kingdom,  and  which  fhall  be  charg¬ 
ed  with  its  enregiflerm^nt.  In  (horr, 
a  general  afiVmbly  of  the  ftates,  to  af- 
iemble  not  only  once,  but  every  time 
that  the  hate  of  affairs  fhall  require 
it.  Such  is  the  'reftoration,  which 
my  love  for  my  people  has  prepar¬ 
ed,  and  confecrated  this  day  for 
their  happinefs,  which  is  my  only 
defire.  My  keeper  of  the  feals  will 
deliver  you  my  intention  more  at 
length. 


Speech  of  his  Mofi  Chrifian  Ma'jejly 
to  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  May  q, 

J  7S8. 

Gentlemen, 

I  made  you  yefterday  acquainted 
vyith  my  will,  and  I  now  call  you 
together  again  to  confirm  it.  I 
fhall  continue  to  perlifi  in  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  a  plan  which  has  for  its 
objed  the  general  tranquillity  of 
the  kingdom,  and  the  welfare  of  my 
people.  I' rely  on  yoiu;  zeal  and 
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fidelity  for  the  good  of  my  fervsG 
when  I  fhall  hav,e  fixed  on  prope 
petfons  to  compofe  my  fupreme  a) 
fembiy.  I  fliall  call  you  togethe 
before  the  ordinary  time  of  vou 
fitting,  if  the  good  of  the  fervici 
and  the  neceffity  of  the  ftate  !€■ 
cquire  it. 


Protcf  of  tie  Parliament  of  Pari 
a gain  ft  the  foregoing  Declaration . 

THE  members  of  the  court  perfif 
in  all  their  refolutions,  particularly 
in  that  of  the  3d  of  May;  then 
further  proteft,  and  again  declare 
that  they  will  not  affill  at  any  deli 
berations  in  the  fupreme  afl'emblv 
which  his  in aj e ffv  is  about  to  in- 
fiitute.  That  as  it  is  not  in  their 
power  to  deliver  this  proteft  to  tin 
perfon  whofe  former  province  it  wa: 
ter  receive  it,  and  fearing  that  it  will 
not  be  prefenred  to  his  majefty,  the) 
have  charged  one  of  their  members 
to  carry  it  to  a  notary,  in  order  that 
it  may  be  formally  depofitecl,  ancf 
they  have  given  him  orders  to  print1: 
off  as  many  copies  as  may  be  necef- 
fary  to  make  it  publicly  known 
and  authentic. 


The  Grand  SignioPs  Declaration  of 
fVar  againjl  the  Ruffians ,  Aug.  20,1 
I787.  y 

THE  Ottoman  government,  from 
the  love  of  peace  and  the  faith  of 
nations,  ever  fince  the  treaty  of 
Kainargi,  concluded  between  the 
fublime  Porte  and  the  court  of  Ruf- 
fia  in  the  year  1187  of  the  Hegira: 
(1774  of  the  Chriftian  ana),  have 
inviolably  conformed  to  the  terms 
of  that  treaty,  in  manifefl  contra- 
didtion  to  the  many  fabricated  re¬ 
ports  of  the  RufiLns  to  the  con¬ 
trary^ 

The 
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f  The  court  of  Raffia,  during  the 
fame  period,  notwithstanding  the 
mod  folemn  dipulations,  that  for 
the  future  all  poffible  care  fhpuid  be 
taken  to  avoid  meafures  calculated 
to  interrupt  the  good  underdariding 
th.it  Should  reciprocally  fublid  be- 
twcen  the  powers  in  amity,  ceafed 
not  to  excite  again#  the  Ottomans 
the  Khan  of  Teflis,  a  prince  long 
dependent  on  the  Ottoman  empite, 
whofe  revolt  (lie  fupported,  and,  by 
fending  troops  to  his  affidance,  final¬ 
ly  made  herfelf  midrefs  of  his  coun¬ 
try.  A  condud't  fo  diametricallv 
oppolite  to  good  faith  could  not  ef- 
cape  the  notice  ol  the  fublime  Ports  ; 
but  as  often  as  complaint  was  made 
©f  thefe  proceedings,  indead  of  re¬ 
tire  fs,  they  have  been  condantly  re¬ 
peared. 

The  mines  of  fait,  which,  by  the 
exprefs  terms  of  the  treaty,,  were  to 
he  held  in  common,  and  which  from 
time  immemorial  have  been  open  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Oczakow,  the  hub- 
iects  of  Ruffia  on  the  borders  have 
of  late  difputed  ;  and  their  reddauce 
juftified.  * 

The  wywode  of  Moldavia,  a 
prince  confefTeclly  the  fubject  of  the 
Ottoman  empire,  corrupted  by  the 
Ruffian  confuls,  having  efcaped,  and 
having  been  reclaimed  by  his  fove- 
reign  according  to  the  exprefs  terms 
of  the  treaty,  the  Ruffian  miniderat 
Conftantinople  had  the  hardinefs  to 
return  a  categorical  anfwer,  u  that 
his  court  would  not  fur  render  him  ” 

Many  other  fimifar  in  dances  might 
be  produced,  in  which  the  court  of 
Ruffia  have  given  an  arbitrary  ex¬ 
planation  to  the  articles,  in  op  peti¬ 
tion  to  the  diredt  fenfe  of  the  treaty. 

She  has  placed  confuls  in  Molda- 
j  via,  Wallachia,  the  i  (lands  of  the 
i  Archipelago,  and  other  unnecedary 
|  places,  with  a  view  to  corrupt  the 
1  Mwffiehnans,  to  fpread  dilfcnlious  a- 
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mong  the  believers,  to-  feduce  fortSe 
to  enter  into  the  Ruffian  fervice* 
and  to,  entice  others  to  fettle  among 
the  Ruffians  in  civil  employments-.; 
arid,  by  condantly  interfering  in  the 
internal  policy  of  the  empire,  flics 
has  alfumcd  the  privilege  of  dictat¬ 
ing  to  the  Porte;  infomuch  thft 
when  the  pachas,  the  judges,  the 
governors,  and  hofpodars,  have  dif- 
pleafed  her,  (lie  has  demanded  their 
removal  and  punifliment,  particu¬ 
larly  that  of  the  pacha  of  CaldiT  or 
Abifka,  and  the  hofpodar  of  Mol- 
da  via. 

AH  the  world  can  witftefs  the 
readinefs  with  which  the  fublime 
Porte  agreed  tq  an  unredrained  free¬ 
dom  of  commerce  between  the  two- 
empires,  and  with  what  faith  that 
treaty  has  been  maintained  on  the 
part  of  the  Ottomans.  The  mer¬ 
chants  of  the  fublime  Porte  had  a 
right  to  expert  the  fame  indulgence 
in  the  ports  and  dominions  of  Ruffian 
On  thecomrary,  in  order  to  mono¬ 
polize  all  commerce  to  herfelf,  the 
fubjedts  of  the  Porte  have  been  con- 
drained  to  pay  double,  and  in  f  me 
cafes  treble  duties  to  what  the  fub- 
jedts  of  the  mod  favoured  nation* 
were  accudomed  to  pay,  though  in 
violation  of  the  exprefs  terms  of  the 
fubfifting  treaties ;  and  when  com¬ 
plaint  has  been  made,  and  redrefs 
demanded,  as  well  on  that  account, 
as  on  other  breaches  of  good  faith, 
fuch  as  with- holding  payment  for 
goods  delivered  on  credit  to  Ruffian 
fubjedls,  the  fame  has  been  dil re¬ 
garded,  and  the  Ottoman  merchants 
forbidden  to  employ  the  legal  means 
of  recovering  their  jud  debts,  and 
obliged  to  return  ruined  and  undone 
by  this  unwarrantable  treatment.  • 
Add  to  all  this,  that  the  (flips  and 
veffels  of  the  fublime  Porte,  which 
by  drefs  of  weather  have  been  forc¬ 
ed  to  feek  for  fhelter  in  the  ports  of 
(F  2}  Ruffia* 
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Ruffia,  have  been  fired  upon;  in 
me  manner  as  thofe  that  from  time 
to  time  frequent  the  port  of  Souglak 
have  been  expofed  to  cannonades. 

The  Ruffian  minifter  has^epre- 
fented  the  affair  of  Ttffxsji  a  cir- 
cum  fiance  of  little  confluence;  and 
in  fitted' that  the  Porte  would  do  well 
to  pafs  an  a 61  of  oblivion  of  all  that 
is  pah,  and  to  conclude  a  new 
treaty  ;  threatening,  in  cafe  of  re- 
fatal,  to  fend  the  Ruffian  general 
prince  Potemkin,  with  6oor  70,000 
men,  to  lettle  ail  difficulties,  at  tne 
he  id  of  which  the  emprefs  is  to  ap¬ 
pear  in  perfon  :  thus  braving  the 
fublime  Porte  to  an  open  rupture. 
The  a  filial  march  of  prince  Potem¬ 
kin,  with  fo  confiderable  a  force, 
is  ffriflly  conformable  to  the  con- 
dud  of  Ruifia,  previous  to  the  in-, 
vafton  of  the  Crim.  When  this  is 
eonfidefed,.  the  whole  world  muff 
acknowledge  that  no  confidence  is  to 
be  placed  in  the  faith  of  Ruffia. 
And  as  everything  has  been  thrown 
into  dilorder  by  the  feizure  of  the 
Crimea,  and  all  fecurity  with-held, 
the  minifters  of  the  Porte  demanded 
of  the  Ruffian  minifter,  that  things 
fliould  be  placed  on  the  former 
footing;  that  the  Crimea  fliould  be 
reftored,  and  amity  by  that  means 
ftrengthened  and  cemented.  The 
Ruffian  minifter  gave  for  anfwer, 
M  that  he  could  not  mention  to  his 
court  the  furrender  of  the  Crimea, 
as  he  was  well  allured  it  never  would 
be  furrendered.” 

v 

For  all  thefe  reafons,  and  many 
other  offences  of  a  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  nature,  the  fublime  Porte  finds 
herfelf  obliged  by  law  to  declare 
War,  fubmitting  the  prefent  mani- 
feffo  to  the  impartial  judgment  of  her 
allies  and  the  whole  world.  In  the 
year  of  the  Hegira  1201,  the  nth 
of  the  month  Zibbedi,  anfvvering  to 
Au guff  20,  1787* 


Manife^o  of  - the  Emprefs  of  fluff  fr. 
againf  the  forte,  Sept,  18,  17&7* 

WE  Catherine,  &c.  by  thefe  pre* 
fents,  make  known  to  all  our  faith¬ 
ful  fubjedts,  that,  notwithftanding 
the  raofl  folemn  treaties  now  iub- 
fiffing,,  the  Ottoman  Porte  has  vio¬ 
lated  thofe  fac red  tie?  ;  and  not  con¬ 
tent  with  an  open  declaration  of  «  ar 
sgainft  our  empire,  h23,  contrary  to 
the  law  of  nations,  cauled  our  court- 
fellor  of  Rate,  M.  Bulgakow,  mi- 
niffer  extraordinary  and  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  to  the  Ottoman  court,  to  be 
arreftedand  imprifoned  in  the  Seven 
Towers.  The  minifters  of  the  Im¬ 
perial  court  of  Germany  and  of 
France  have  in  va’111  interposed  then 
good  offices  to  prevent  this  atro 
cious  proceeding.  The  contrary  con 
duff,  which  we  have  obierved  to 
wards  the  Porte,  is  notorious  to  all 
the  world  ;  but  on  this  occafion  Wf 
feel  ourfelves  obliged  to  recapitulate 
thofe  circumftances  that  are  ItH 
frefh  in  the  memory  of  thole  whn 
were  engaged  in  the  laft  war,  which; 
in  1768,  was  with  equal  violenc. 
and  injuftice  declared  againff  us  by 
the  Ottoman  government ;  a  wa 
which  brought  upon  their  empir 
misfortunes  which  they  have  to  la 
ment  at  this  day.  Our  armies  mad 
themfelves  matters  of  Moldavia;! 
Wallacia,  Beffarabia,  and  all  thefoil 
treffes  in  thofe  countries  ;  poftette1 
themfelves  of  the  pillage  of  tfi 
Danube,  and  forced  the  enemy  1 
take  refuge  in  Bulgaria;  nor  were  01. 
naval  forces  lefs  fuccefsful,  wine, 
after  having,  by  a  decifive  engagr 
ment,  deprived  the  enemy  of  a 
power  of  rcfittance  in  the  Meditern 
nean,  attacked  and  conquered  man 
illands  in  the  Archipelago. 

In  the  midftof  all  thefe  triumph 
and  while  the  Ottoman  forces  we 
daily  diminifhing,  and  unable  too 
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pole  the  valour  of  our  troops,  yet 
iuch  was  our  lave  of  peace,  that  the 
Ottoman  Porte,  terrified  by  fo  many 
victories,  no  looner  iupplicated 
peace,  than  we  were  ready  to  meet 
her  on  terms  fo  moderate,  as  to  con¬ 
vince  the  world  that  our  motives  to 
war  had  not  been  the  love  of conq  uefl, 
but  folely  the  reduction  of  peace, 
md  the  prefervation  of  the  .tran¬ 
quillity  of  our  empire.  In  effedt, 
we  abandoned  to  the  enemy  the  con- 
quefis  we  had  made,  refer ving  to 
ourfelves  only  the  eaftle  of  Kinburn 
With  it s  difiridt,  the  country  be- 
tween  the  Bog-  and  the  Dnieper,  with 
the  two  forts  of  Jenicale  and  Kertch, 
in  the  Crimea,— -Such  was  the  tenor 
Ot  the  treaty  of  peace,  to  terminate 
the  war,  concluded  in  our  camp 
near  Kainargi  by  our  field- madhal- 
feneral  count  Romanzow  on  our 
part,  and  by  the  grand  vizir 
Mahmer  Muffan  Sade  on  the  part 
of  the  Porte. 

Obferving,  howrever,  that  foon  after 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  di Pad- 
van  ta  geo  us  reiiridlions  were  put  upon 
our  commerce  on  the  part  ot  the 
Porte,  we  imagined,  that  a  particu¬ 
lar  treaty  of  commerce,  for  the  re¬ 
ciprocal  accommodations  of  both 
empires,  would  fecure,  as  by  a  new 
tie,  the  uninterrupted  union  between 
the  refpedfive  fubjedis  in  this  in¬ 
fiance,  by  placing  them  on  the  fame 
footing  in  point  of  trade  in  each  em¬ 
pire  with  thole  of  the  moil  favoured 
Rations.  From  this  new  treaty  (a 
proof  of  our  iincere  defire  to  li  ve  in 
peace  with  the  Porte)  we  promifed 
ourfelves  freQi  vigour  to  all  former 
treaties  ;  but  foon  had  reafon  to  dif- 
eover  in  what  manner  the  Porte  in¬ 
tended  to  anfvver  our  fincere  and 
pacific  difpofitions. 

Scarce  was  the  treaty  of  Kainargi 
known  abroad,  before  the  artificial 
font  of  the  Turkilh  policy  began  to 
operate  firongly,  in  order  to  bring 


the  Tartar  nations  again  into  their 
fubjedtion.  Incredible  as  it  may  ap¬ 
pear,  as  contrary  to  all  good  faith, 
a  confpiracy  was  foon  fecrctly  con¬ 
certed,  to  drive  from  the  Crimea 
the  old  khan  Selim  Ghery,  and  to 
place  the  uiprper  San  Dovvlet  Ghery 
in  his  Head.  To  favour  this  con® 
fpiracy,  the  Turks  not  only  refufed 
to  withdraw  their  troops  from  the 
itland  of  Taman  at  the  time  ,;  but 
afterwards,  at  the  very  moment  m 
which  the  revolt  among  the  Tartars 
againfl  .their  lawful  fovereign  took 
place,  the  captain  pacha  brought 
his  fleet  to  anchor  upon  the  coafl  of 
Crimea. 

On  this  occafion.  In  1779,  a  con¬ 
vention  was  made  forfettling  the  mii- 
underfianding  reflecting  the  rights 
of  the  Tartars.  This  convention, 
however,  had  only  a  temporary  ef- 
fedt  ;  a  very  fhort  time  convinced 
us ;  that  it  was  not  the  fruit  of  iin- 
cerity  on  the  part  of  the  Porte. 

The  Ottoman  troops  and  their 
chiefs  having  made  an  incurhon 
into  the  country  of  Schardfchuek 
and  the  ifland  of  Taman,  the  Tar¬ 
tars  at  the  fame  time  hazarded  an 
irruption  upon  the  confines  of  our 
empire.  We  forefaw  the  danger 
with  which  we  were  threatened  by 
the  increafing  revolt  of  the  Tartars* 
and  were  not  blind  to  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Turks,  by  which  it  was 
fomented  nor  could  we  haye  a 
flronger  proof  oftheir  treachery  than 
was  manifefled  by  the  commander 
of  their  troops,  in  caufing  the  en¬ 
voy  of  the  khan  Selim  Ghery,  who 
was  fent  to  demand  the  motives  of 
his  approach,  to  be  beheaded. 

At  this  critical  moment  we  found 
ourfelvcs  under  tfie  neceility  of 
marching  our  troops  into  Crimea, 
wrhere  we  fupp^eiTed  the  revolter$ 
more  by  terror  than  by  punifhment ; 
informing  th,e  Porte,  at  the  fame 
time,  with  the  moil  fcrupulous 
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Sincerity,  of  every  ftep  we  had  taken 
Co  frullrate  their  deflgn. 

This,  however,  proved  no  effec¬ 
tual  remedy  ;  and  we  law  no  end  of 
the  expences  of  keeping  up  an  army 
merely  for  the  purpofes  of  defend¬ 
ing  our  frontiers  from  the  incurfibns 
of  thofe  marauding  Tartars,  en¬ 
couraged  and  affifted  by  the  Ottoman 
troops.  We  therefore  found  our- 
felves  conftrained,  by  neceffity,  as 
the  faff  and  only  means  of  obtain¬ 
ing  a  durable  peace,  to  add  to  our 
empire  the  Crimea,  the  ifland  of 
Taman,  and  the  Cuban,  by  di dodg¬ 
ing  the  neft  of  robbers,  which  for 
more  than  a  year  b?d  committed  the 
mod  cruel  depredations  on  our  fron¬ 
tiers.  This  was  m  t  done  to  enlarge 
the  limits  of  our  empire,  already 
fufncientlv  extenfive,  nor  to  indem¬ 
nify  the  expences  we  had  incurred  ; 
■but  abfolyttely  to  root  out  and  dif- 
tfoy  the  promoters  of  that  enmity 
which  had  fub lifted  between  the 
people  who  inhabit  the  borders  ©f 
the  Ruffian  and  Turkifli  empires. 
The  Porte  herfelf  felt  the  juftice  of 
this  proceeding,  and  acquiefced  in 
all  we  had  done  ;  obtaining  on  her 
part,  by  the  convention  made  on 
that  occafion,  a  diflridt  on  the  left 
of  the  river  Cuban,  which  had  al¬ 
ways  belonged  to  the  country  of 
Crimea. 

It  is  here  to  be  recollected,  that 
when,  by  the  treaty  of  Kainargi, 
we  condefcended  to  yield  to  the 
Turkifli  empire  the  principalities  of 
Moldavia  andWallachia,it  was  upon 
the  exprefs  condition,  that  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  thofe  diitreffed  coun¬ 
tries  fliould  for  the  fpace  of  two 
years,  be  free  from  any  taxes  or 
impoOtions  whatever ;  but  two  years 
had  not  elapfed,  when  the  Porte 
began  to  levy  arbitrary  exac¬ 
tions  by  the  moil  rigorous  means. 
In  1777  hie  exhibited  a  glaring  in- 
cfiance  of  perfidy,  in  ordering  the 


PAPERS. 

■J  ••  \ 

execution  of  Gika,  hofpodar  of 
Moldavia,  without  a  trial,  and  evert 
without  an  accufation.  The  into¬ 
lerable  burdens  impofed  upon  the 
people,  the  oppreflion  under  which 
they  groaned,  their  cries  and  their 
futfenngs  were  difregarded  by  the 
Mufluhnans,  who  rejoiced  in  h av° 
ing  it  in  their  power  to  render  mi- 
ferable  a  people  who  in  manners 
and  religion  differed  widely  from 
themfelves.  Their  hofpodars  were 
not  lels  fubjedl  to  be  depofed,  by  - 
their  offices  being  confirmed  to  them 
by  the  higlgeft  authority  of  the  Hate* ; 
thofe  who  weie  the  moll  upright: 
were  often  removed  to  make  way  ’ 
for  the  molt  tyrannical ;  and  it  was: 
not  long  fince  the  hofpodar  Alex-, 
ander  Mauro  Cordato  was  driven  too 
take  refuge  in  the  bofom  of  our 
Orthodox  church,  to  avoid  the  fate 
of  Gika  his  predecefibr,  acapegt-- 
bachi  having  been  privately  dis¬ 
patched  to  take  away  his  life;  non 
interceffion  of  ours,  though  exprefs-- 
ly  ifipulated,  having  evsr  been  at¬ 
tended  wbh  any  effedl.  ; 

By  the  convention  of  Ain  alt 
Cowalfki,  it  was  agreed,  that  the 
Coflacs,  who  had  fled  from  Saporog,, 
fliould  find  no  refuge  beyond  the 
Danube  within  the  limits  of  the 
Ottoman  empire;'  but  this  flipula--. 
tion  was  not  only  difregarded  by  the? 
Porte,  who  continued  to  en  ret  tain! 
thofe  who  had  already  fled,  but  in-1 
created  their  number  by  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  others  who  made  their  efcope 
from  the  bordering  provinces. 

•  And  although,  by  the  treaty  ref- 
pebling  the  Crimea,  the  river  Cuban 
was  to  be  the  boundary  of  the  two 
empires,  yet  thofe  who  were  fettled 
on  the  Turkifh  fide  held  no  terms 
with  thofe  on  the  fide  of  Ruffia ;  but 
in  their  incurfions  the  moil  violent 
a£ts  of  robbery  and  plunder  were 
committed  ;  and,  when  complaint 
was  made  to  the  Porte  of  thefe  de- 

t  i  .  j  '  predations. 


PAPERS. 


P  *U  B  L  I  C 

predations,  no  Satisfaction  could  ever 
'fee  obtained. 

It  is  univ.erfally  known,  that,  in 
the  year  1783.  prince  Heraclius, 
czarof  Cartiliniaand  Cachat,  volun¬ 
tarily  Submitted  himfelf  to  our  pro¬ 
tection  and  fovcteignty,  who,  being 
wholly  independent  of  the  Porte, 
could  on  no  account  affed  the  en¬ 
gagement  we  were  under  to  their 
government,;  yet,  without  having 
any  right  to  interfere  in  that  trans¬ 
action,  fhe  ccaftd  not  fecretly  to  in- 
ffig'ate  the  Leghis  Tartars,  by  means 
Pi  the  pacha  of  Alchanlo'ki,  to  make 
mcurfions  upon  the  territories  of 
that  prince,  to  fay  them  wafle,  and 
to  carry  into  flavery  his  Christian 
Subjects,  endeavouring  at  the  fame 
time,  through  the  machinations  of 
the  pacha,  to  perfuadethe  faid  prince 
to  renounce  his  Solemn  engage¬ 
ments  with  u?,  and  to  put  himfelf 
under  the  power  of  the  Porte.  Thefe 
inflan  ces;,  added  to  the  number- 
lefs  infults  and  indianities  to  which 
our  merchants  and  cenfuls  have 
been  expo  fed  in  their  refipebtive  Si¬ 
tuations,  were  then  Sufficient  to  juf- 
tify  our  proceeding  rb  extremities, 
had  not  our  innate  love  of  peace  and 
abhorrence  of  war,  inclined  us  to 
cheriSh  in  our  bofom  the  feeble  hope, 
that  the  Turkifh  government  would 
not  always  have  recourfe  to  falfhood 
and  treachery,  but  that  the  fandity 
of  oaths,  upon  which  all  nations 
Sou  11  d  t hei  r  mod  foie m n  eri  gage m en  r s , 
would  at  length  create  in  the  Porte 
an  internal  ft-nfe  of  the  obligation 
fhe  was  under  to  fulfil  her  engage¬ 
ment. 

Th  11s  confident  of  the  reditude  of 
our  own  proceedings,  and  of  being 
abl’e  toinfpire  thePorte  with  the  fame 
defire  for  peace,  at  the  time  when 
we  Set  out  for  Cherfon,  we  ordered 
our  mini  fie  r  Bulgakow  to  meet  us 
in  that  city,  and  fent  him  inftruc- 
tipns  .to  adjuffi  in  an  amicable  manner 


m 

all  thofe  differences  which  the  Porte, 
as  we  now  perceive,  had  fought  in 
objedls  the  molt  unjuft  and  frivolous, 
merely  to  Serve  as  a  pretext  to  the 
rupture  which  fhe  long  had  in  view  ; 
informing,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Verfailles  of 
our  pacific  intentions,  and  of  our 
extreme  condefcenflon  in  puffing 
over  many  provocations  for  the  fake 
of  peace.  Thefe  courts  did  j office  to 
our  moderation  ;  and  fheived  them- 
Selves  ready  to  employ  their  belt: 
offices  to  maintain  a  pood  under- 

O 

ftandiny  between  us  and  the  Porte. 

O 

Upon  his  return  to  Conflantinople, 
our  minifter  no  longer  found  the 
leaft  inclination  on  the  part  of  the 
Porte  to  an  amicable  accommoda¬ 
tion.  On  the  contrary,  on  the  1  5th 
of  July  he  was  Summoned  to  a  con¬ 
ference  with  the  reis  effendi,  who 
oppofed  to  our  demands  the  moil 
unjuft  pretenlion?,  viz. 

1 .  That  we  fhould  renouneeall  our 

engagements  with  the  czar  of  Cartili- 
nia  our  fubjed  ;  and  that  we  fhould 
no  more  interfere  in  the  tranfadionii 
of  Gruiinia.  / 

2.  That  we  Should  give  orders  for 
Mauro  Cordato,  hofpodar  of  the 
Owrius,  to  be  given  up. 

3.  That  we  fliould  recall  from 
Jaffy  the  vice-conful  Selunfki,  as 
having  aided  Mauro  Cordato  to 
make  his  e Scape,  and  that  he  had 
fecretly  Seduced  certain  fubjeds  of 
the  Porte  to  fett  le  in  Ruffia. 

4.  That  we  fhould  appropriate  to 
her  foie  ufe  thirty-nine  fait  pits  in 
the  diftrid  of  Kinburn,  yielded  to 
us  with  all  its  appendages. 

•  5.  That  we  fliould  admit  Turkifh 
con fuls  into  every  port  of  Ruffia, 
and  into  the  trading  cities  of  the 
Crimea. 

6.  That  the  Ruffian  veflels  fhould 
Submit  to  the  ft  ride  ft  fearch,  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  being  navigated  by  Tur- 
kitli  Sailors,  or  having  coffee,  oil, 
(F  4)  or 
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or  rice,  oil  board,  though  the  mod: 
extenfive  freedom  with  refpedt  to 
all  thofe  articles  had  been  dipuiated 
by  treaty. 

7.  That  the  merchants  of  the 
Porte  fhould  pay  only  3  per  cent, 
in  lieu  of  all  other  culloms  in  the 
ports  of  Ruliia. 

To  all  thefe  re.quifkions  the  Porte 
had  the  arrogance  to  in  fid  on  a  ca¬ 
tegorical  anfwer,  on  or  before  the 
20th  of  Aug u if,  which  was  render¬ 
ed  almofi  imp  radii  cable  by  the  di- 
dance  of  our  capital  from  Condan- 
tinople. 

Our  minider,  however,  found 
no  difficulty  in  refuting  thefe  pre¬ 
tensions,  ^s  they  were  directly  in 
the  face  of  treaties,  under  which 
the  Porte  had  added  with  a  fettled 
refolution  to  proceed  to  war.  For 
the  fame  reafon  that  the  Turkifli 
minider  gave  to  Bulgakow,  u  that 
he  held  null  and  void  all  conven¬ 
tions  that  had  been  made  fince  the 
treaty  of  Kainargi  f  he  ref u fed  to 
pay  attention  to  the  reprefentations 
of  the  internuncio  of  his  imperial 
majefty  of  Germany  our  ally,  and 
to  thofe  of  the  mmifter  of  France, 
who  had  intereded  themfelves  in  the 
accommodation  of  the  prefent  dif¬ 
ferences  for  the  prefer  rat  ion  of 
peace.  Thefe  were  not  only  of  no 
effect  ;  but,  in  order  to  crown  trea- 
*hery  with  infult,  the  Porte  furn- 
rooned  our  minider  Bulgakow  to 
council,  and  propofed  to  him  the 
mod  humiliating  terms,  “  that  we 
fhould  give  up  the  Crffiiea  ;  that  we 
fhould  annul  all  former  treaties  to  the 
advantage  of  our  empire  ;  and  that 
we  fhould  confent  to  a  new  treatv, 
in  which  the  refpe&ive  claims  of  the 
two  empires  fhould  be  clifc tiffed 
afrefh,  and  adjufted  ;  but,  not  being 
able  to  extort  from  our  minider 
thefe  abfurd  demands  contrary  to 
all  good  faith  and  the  cudom  of  na¬ 
tions,  die  caufcd  him  to  be  ajrelt- 
«  ■ ;  >  ' 


ed,  and  committed  to  the  Seven 
Towers. 

From  this  impartial  detail  of 
things,  drawn  up  with  the  mo$ 
fcrupulous  regard  to  truth,  the  im¬ 
partial  world  will  do  judice  to  our 
pacific  fenti merits,  to  our  cond.e- 
feenfion,  and  to  the  pains  we  have 
taken  to  preferve  a  gopd  underdandf 
ing  with  the  Ottoman  Porte;  and  thajt 
this  is  the  fecond  time  th.it  we  have 
been  unwillingly  drawn  into  war  by. 
the  unmerited  provocations  of- the 
enemy  of  the  Chrjdian  name.  As 
therefore  we  arm  ourfelves,  not 
from  inclination  but  from  neceffity, 
to  defeat  the  malignant  machina¬ 
tions  of  the  enemy,  we  have  com¬ 
manded  our  armies  to  affemble,  and 
have  ordered  our  field -maffhaR 
general  Romanz-ow,  and  the  prince 
Potemkin,  to  proceed  againd  the 
Ottomans,  tr  tiding  that  the  righte¬ 
ous  God,  who  has  fo  long  and  fq 
powerfully  protected  Ruliia,  will 
continue  to  accompany  pur  arms, 
and  give  us  drength  to  render  to  the 
enemy  according  to  his  works. 

CATHERINE, 

A 

Petersburg,  Sept.  18,  17  87. 


The  Emperor' 's  Declaration  of  War, 
again f  the  Porte  ^  Feb.  10,  1788® 

ALL  Europe  have  been  witnefs 
to  the  good  faith  with  \yhich  the 
court  of  his  imperial  m  a  jelly  has  fop 
many  years  cultivated  peace  with 
the  Ottoman  empire ;  the  fincere 
difpofrtions  it'  has  manifefted  on 
every  occaiion  to  preferve  their  good 
neighbourhood  ;  its  didinterefted 
and  indefatigable  endeavours  to  a- 
void  any  interruption  of  their  mu¬ 
tual  harmony,  and  its  readinefs  to 
lend  every  office  of  mediation;  to 
prevent  any  rupture  between  the 
Porte  and  the  neighbouring  courts. 

Thefe  pacific  intentions  were 

lately 
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lately  di  (’played  in  the  differences 
which  a  role  between  the  Pone  and 
the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias, 
when  the  emperor,  uniting  his  endea¬ 
vours  with  thole  ot  his  ally  the  king 
of  France,  omitted  nothing  which 
was  likely  to  cfttcf  an  amicable  ad- 
juftment  of  their  difputes.  And 
whereas  the  grievances  and  demands 
of  the  court  of  Ruffia  did  not  exceed 
a  requliition  tor  the  juft  execution, 
of  the  exiiiing  treaty  between  them 
apd  the  Pone,  and  whereas  the  tor- 
mer  court  the  wed  the  moil  favour¬ 


able  difpoiition  to  accommodate  the 
differences,  his  imperial  majefty  was 
not  without  hopes  t lurt  his  endeg- 
yours,  joined  to  thofe  of  the  court 
of  Verlailles,  would  fucceed  in  pre¬ 
venting  a  rupture,  and  the  calami¬ 
tous  confequences  that  mull  inevit¬ 
able  attend  it. 

But  the  Porte  foon  fhewed  the  in- 
efficacy  of  this  attempt  of  the  unit¬ 
ed  courts,  and  {hutting  their  eyes 
again  ft  their  falutary  advice  and 
preffing  exhortations,  had  the  in- 
juftice  to  refufe  the  Ruffian  envqv 
the  neceffary  delay  for  a  courier  to 
return  with  frefb  inflrudtions  from 
Peterfburgh,  and  required  him  to 
iign  a  formal  deed,  revoking  and 
declaring  void,  the  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce  concluded  between  the  Porte 
and  Ruffia,  as  weli  as  every  ftipula- 
tion  refpebfing  the  Crimea.  And 
in  confequence  of  his  refulal  to  ac¬ 
cede  to  a  proportion,  which,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  its  impropriety,  exceeded 
the  pow’ers  of  an  enyoy,  the  Porte 
did  not  hefitate  to  confine  this  mi- 
nifter,  contrary  to  the  moil  facred 
laws  of  nations,  in  the  prifon  of  the 
Seven  Towers,  and  to  declare  wgr 
againft  Ruffia  at  the  fame  time. 

By  fo  violent  a  proceeding,  things 
were  brought  to  the  moft  critical  ex¬ 
tremity  ;  yet  the  emperor  did  not 
lofe  hopes,  that  hofli litres  might 
|lill  be  pi  evented,  lie  flattered 
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himfelf  that  the  Porte,  yielding  tq 
the  reprefentations  of  all  the  foreign 
ambaffadors  refiding  at  Conftanti- 
nopie,  would  be  perfuaded  to  re- 
leafe  the  envoy,  and  give  her  impe¬ 
rial  majefty  a  fatisfadtion  proportio¬ 
nate  to  the  violation  of  the  law  of 
nations  offered  to  the  perfon  of  her 
mini  Her,  and  thus  a  poilibility  oc¬ 
cur  of  renewing  conciliatory  nego* 
editions. 

But  all  thefe  hopes  were  entirely 
deftroyed  by  the  Porte  commencing 
open  a£t$  of  boftility  againft  all  re¬ 
in  on  it  ranees,  and  obliging  Ruffia  to 
have  recou rfe  to  arms  in  her  de¬ 
fence. 

The  Porte  were  not  unacquainted* 
with  thp  ftridl  bands  of  amity  and 
alliance  which  unite  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Peterfburgh.  Of  this  oc¬ 
currence  they  were  informed,  as  well 
by  verbal  infinuatjons  as  by  a  me? 
rnorial  prefented  towards  the  clofe 
of  the  year  1783.  This  was  accom¬ 
panied  wuth  an  energetic  represen¬ 
tation  of  the  nature  of  This  alliance, 
and  the  danger  of  provoking  it. 

The  Ottoman  court  have  there¬ 
fore  therrffelyes  only  to  blame,  if 
the  emperor  after  fo  many  years 
employed  in  the  prefervation  of 
peace,  and  in  his  endeavours  to  live 
with  them  on  the  beft  terms,  and 
after  having  feized  upon  every  op¬ 
portunity  of  amicable  intervention, 
finds  himfelf  at  length  obliged  by 
their  conduct  to  comply  with  his 
engagements  yvith  the  emprefs,  and 
take  a  part  in  the  war  into  which 
file  finds  herfelf  fo  forcibly  drawn. 

The  emperor,  by  thefe  facts  and 
cirpumftances,  conceives  himfelf aur 
thorifed  to  rely  with  the  utmoft  con¬ 
fidence  on  the  approbation  of  all  the 
courts  of  Europe,  and  flatters  him¬ 
felf  that  they  will  unite  their  wifhes 
for  the  fuccefs  or  his  arms  againft 
the  common  enemy  of  Chriftianity* 
At  Vienna,  Feb.  10,  1788. 
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2Jofc  delivered  the  1 8  th  of  June,  hy 

the  JduJEan  Jlmhaffador  at  Stock¬ 
holm  to  the  ffovedfh  MinijUr . 

IN  confequenceof  the  variousob- 
jedfcs  which  the  underwritten  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minifter  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  of  the  imperial  court,  of 
Ivuflia  has  lately  conferred  upon  with 
his  excellency  count  d’Oxenfteirn, 
he  has  now  the  hopour  to  prefent 
to  him  a  fuccindt  recapitulation  of 
the  fame  in  the  prefent  note. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  Tur¬ 
pin  le  of  the  emprefs  my  fovereign, 
When  Hie  was  informed  of  the  ar- 
snaments  carried  on  in  Sweden,  her 
Imperial  majefty,  not  feeing  any  juft 
motives  which  could  occafion  them, 
yefolved  to  be  filent  as  long  as  thofe 
morions  fhould  be  confined  to  the 
interior  parts  of  the  kingdom.  But 
feeing  apprifed  of  the  motives  alledg- 
ed  by  the  fenator  count  d’Oxen- 
fltlrn  to  the  mini  Her  of  Denmark, 
and  which  he,  in  confequence  of  the 
intimacy  fubfifting  between  the  two 
courts,  communicated  to  the  under¬ 
written,  her  imperial  majefty  has 
sefolved  to  break  filence,  and  given 
orders  to  the  under-written  to  enter 
Into  the  following  explanations  with 
his  Swedifh  majefty’s  minifiers. 

During  twenty-fix  years  of  her 
reign,  the  emprefs  has  not  ccafed  to 
give  Gonfiant  tefti  monies  to  the  kino- 
and  to  the  whole  Swedifii  nation,  of 
her  wifh  to  cultivate  the  moft  per- 
fedf  harmony  and  good  neighbour¬ 
hood,  fuch  as  at  the  laif  peace  was  ef- 
tgblilhed  between  the  two  ftates ;  if, 
therefore,  in  the  midfi  of  the  repofe 
which  her  empire  enjoyed  from  its 
other  neighbours,  her  imperial  ma- 
jjefty  has  never  conceived  the  lead  idea 
of  difturbing  or  altering,  in  any 
fhape,  the  order  of  things,  it  would 
be  arguing  againil  every  degree  of 
probability  to  attribute  it  to  her  now, 
when  file  -finds  herfelf  engaged  in 


a  war  which  has  been  unjuftly  dc* 
dared  again  ft  her  by  a  powerful 
enemy,  and  to  which  (lie  cannot 
oive  too  much  attention.  Provoked. 

o 

in  this  manner  to  dilplay  all  the 
mean’s  which  file  holds  from  Provi¬ 
dence,  to  repel  the  attack  of  her 
enemy,  {he  has  not  failed  to  make 
an  amicable  communication  of  it  ‘o 
all  the  Chriftian  powers-:  particularly 
.(lie  obferved  this  conduit  when  (lie 
refolved  to  arm  a  fleet  to  fend  into 
the  Archipelago;  which  intention 
die  under-written  did,  by  her  or¬ 
ders,  communicate  to  the  Swedifii 
minifters.  All  thefe  difpofitions  and 
preparations  being  therefore  viiibly 
and  fingly  direifed  to  the  circum- 
ftrance  in  which  Ruffia  found  her¬ 
felf,  were  in  no  ftiape  of  a  nature  to 
alarm  any  neighbour  that  did  not 
hour ifh  fome  lecret  intention  to  mul¬ 
tiply  her  em ban-ailments,  and  take 
advantageof  them.  But  admitting  for 
a  moment  that  the  court  of  Ruffia 
had  entertained  fuch  defiens,  that 
of  Sweden,  however  contrary  they 
are  to  the  faith  of  treaties  which 
bind  them,  found  reafoning,  as  well 
as  the  intereft  of  the  fir  ft,  would, 
have  confined  all  her  meafures  to 
prevent  their  effects,  and  not  to  pro¬ 
voke  them  ;  and  in  faff,  fuch  as 
prudence  dictated,  and  were  adopt¬ 
ed,  after  the  rumours  which  were 
fpread  on  all  ftdes  of  the  armaments 
carrying  on  in  Sweden,  are  reduc¬ 
ed  to  a  trifling  reinforcement  of  the 
Ruffian  troops  in  Finland,  and  the 
deftination  of  the  ufual  fquadrom, 
that  annually  cruifes  in  the  Baltic  to 
exercile  the  feamen  ;  a  cuftom  to 
which  Sweden  has  never  given  any1 
attention,  or  occafioned  any  um¬ 
brage.  ■ —  Neverthelefs,  her  arma¬ 
ments  were  daily  advancing  and  in- 
creating,  without  the  court  of  Stock¬ 
holm  thinking  proper  to  give  any 
formal  notice  of  it  to  the  court  of 
Peterfburgh  ;  and  when  at  laft  they 
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were  prepared,  the  fenator,  count 
d’Oxenfteirn,  in  the  name  of  the 
king,  did  not  laii  to  declare  to  the 
minifter  of  a  court,  ftrongly  allied 
to  Vienna,  and  oonfequentJy,  it  may 
be  prefumed,  not 'bound  to  conceal 
it  from  us,  that  thofe  preparations 
were  directed  again  if  Rullia,  on  a 
fuppohtion  that  Sweden  was  threa¬ 
tened  to  be  attacked  by  her.' 

In  this  fituation  the  emprefs,  on  her 
fide,  has  as  readily  orderca  the  under¬ 
written  to  declare  to  his  Swedifii  ma- 
jelly’s  miniflry,  and  to  all  thofe  who 
have  any  {hare  in  the  adminiftrationj 
that  H«  I,  M .  could  not  give  them 
a  more  folid  proof  of  her  pacific  dif- 
pofuions  towards  them,  and  of  the 
mtereft  (he  takes  in  the  prefervation 
of  their  tranquillity,  than  by  alluring 
them  on  her  royal  word,  that  $11  the 
opposite  intentions  which  fome  might 
impute  to  her,  are  void  of  all  founda¬ 
tion  ;  but  if  affurances  fo  formal  and  fo 
poiitive,  joined  to  arguments  fo  plain 
and  convincing,  arc  not  fufficient  to 
re-eftablifh  a  calm  and  tranquillity  ; 
her  imperial  majefty  is  refolved  to 
await  the  event  with  that  confidence 
and  fecurity  with  which  the  purity 
and  innocency  of  her  intention  in- 
i  pi  res  her,  as  well  as  the  powerful 
means  which  the  Almighty  has  put 
into  her  hands,  and  which  {he  has 
never  employed  hut  for  the  glory  of 
her  empire,  and  the  happinefs  of 
her  fubjedts. 

•  Stockholm,  June  18,  1788. 

(Signed) 

Count  Andre  Razamoffsky. 


Anjkver  ef  the  Court  of  Stockholm  to 
the  Ruffian  Refcript * 

HIS  Majefty  could  not  avoid  be¬ 
ing  furprifed  when  he  faw,  in  the 
note  delivered  on  the  j  8th  of  June, 
by  Mr.  ie  Comte  de  Razamoffsky, 
envoy  extraordinary  and  miniftcr 
)  '  /  •  ‘  *  '  1 
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plenipotentiary  from  the  court  of 
Ruftia,  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
attempted  to  diftinguifli  between  the 
king  and  the  nation  ;  and  the  alTur- 
ance’s  given  by  the  emprefs  of  her 
difpolition  in  their  favour,  and  of 
the  iatereft  which  (lie  takes  in  the 
preservation  of  their  tranquillity. 

Although  in  this  language  the 
king  recognizes  principles  often  di¬ 
vulged  by  the  court  of  Ruftia  iia 
other  countries,  his  majefty  cannot 
reconcile  fuch  friendly  fentiments 
on  the  part  of  the  emprefs,  with  an 
in lin nation  that  tends  direcftly  to 
draw  a  diftiniftion  between  him  and 
his  people,  and  firmly  refolved  never 
to  admit  fuch  a  principle,  he  'can  net’ 
believe  that  a  declaration  of  that  na¬ 
ture  was  ordered  to  be  made  to  him 
by  the  court  of  Ruffin.  The  king 
is  gather  willing  to  impute  it  to  their 
mini (fer  only,  redding  at  his  court; 
but  furprifed,  as  well  as  hurt,  at  the 
language  it  contains,  which  is  at 
once  irregular  and  hoftfle  to  the 
tranquillity  of  his  kingdom,  he  can¬ 
not  after  this  moment  acknowledge 
the  Comte  de  Razamoffsky  as  en« 
voy  extraordinary  and  minifter  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  at  his  court,  refer  ving 
himfelf,  until  his  arrival  in  Finland, 
to  an  fiver  the  emprefs  of  Ruftia  on: 
the  other  articles  of  the  declaration 
by  his  minifter  at  Peterfburgh. 
Meanwhile  his  majefty  finds  himielf 
obliged  to  require  the  departure  of 
the  Comte  de  Razamoffsky,  by  an¬ 
nouncing  to  that  mini  tier  that  he 
can  no  longer  treat  with  him,  as 
having  in  his  written  memorial  of¬ 
fended  both  the  principles  of  the 
Swedifii  government,  and  failed  in 
the  refpedt  due  to  the  perfon  of  the 
king. 

The  attention  wherewith  the’ king 
has  honoured  this  minifter  ever  fince. 
he  knew  him,  ftrongly  marks  the 
regret  felt  by  his  majefty  in  com¬ 
manding  his  departure ;  and  no- 

v  thing 


(1 


PUBLIC 


PAPERS, 


(92) 

tiling  lefs  than  the  powerful  reafons, 
of  his  dignity  being  personally  of¬ 
fended,  and  the  peace  of  his  domi¬ 
nions  rendered  liable  to  be  difturbed 
by  thofe  principles  it  was  not  fern  pl¬ 
ed  to  avow,  could  have  influenced 
bis  majefty  to  wi Hi  the  removal  of  a 
perfon  who  has  fuch  claims  upon  his 
regard,  that  in  iignifying  his  inten¬ 
tions  to  the  Comte  de  Razamoffsky 
(whom  he  no  longer  acknowledges 
a  public  minifler)  his  majefty  allows 
him  a  week  to  make  the  neceftary 
preparations.  The  king  has  alfo 
given  orders  for  {hips,  and  every 
other  accommodation  that  can  render 
his  paffage  to  St.  Peierfburgh  con¬ 
venient,  that  being  the  only  mark  of 
attention  that  the  prefeot  circum¬ 
stances  leave  it  in  his  power  to  ihew 
to  the  Comte  de  Razamoffsky. 


Copy  of  a  circular  Note  delivered  by 
the  Court  of  Sweden  to  all  the 
foreign  Mlnlflers ,  dated  Stockholm , 
June  23,  1788. 

WHILE  the  king,  anxious  to  pre- 
ferve  a  good  underhanding-  with  all 
his  neighbours,  negfedled  nothing 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  fame  with 
the  court  of  Ruffia,  he  has  been 
affo  miffed  to  obferve  the  little  effedt 
which  his  fentimpnts.have  produced 
on  the  mini  her  of  that  power ; 
whole  language,  for  fome  months 
pah  in  his  public  conduft,  hill  ap¬ 
pears  ro  bear  the  marks  of  that  fyf- 
tem  of  diffenfion  which  his  prede- 
ceffors  tranfmitted  to  him,  and  which 
they  have  perpetually  laboured  tq 
extend.  The  king  was  always  will¬ 
ing  to  deceive  himtelf  on  this  point, 
and  wifhed  he  could  doubt  the  e.xr 
SJjffnce  of  the  efforts  made  by  the 
Ruffian  envoy,  to  induce  the  Svve- 
difh  nation  to  return  to  thofe  errors 
which  led  it  ahray  during  the  time 
©f  anarchy,  and  to  di geminate  apevy, 
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in  the  heart  of  the  hate,  that  an¬ 
cient  fpirit  of  difeard,  which  Heaven, 
and  his  maje  fly’s  paternal  care,  have 
happily  extinguilhed  ;  till  at  length 
the  countde  Razamoffsky,  by  his  note 
of  the  1 8th  of  June,  has  extinguilhed 
all  thofe  doubts  the  king  was  hilt 
defirous  of  preferving  on  this  fnbject*. 
Amidh  the  declarations  of  the  em- 
prefs’s  friendihip  for  the  king,  with 
which  the  note  is  filled,  this  minif- 
ter  has  not  hefitated  to  appeal  to 
others  befides  the  king.  He  addreffi* 
ed  himfelf  to  all  the  members  of 
adminiftration,  as  well  as  to  the  na¬ 
tion  itfelf,  to  affure  them  of  the 
fentiments  of  his  fovereign,  and  how 
much  fhe  has  their  tranquillity  at 
heart.  Sweden,  however,  derives 
this  folely  from  its  proper  union  ; 
and  the  king  could  not  but  fee,  wish 
the  greateft  furprife,  a  declaration 
expreffed  in  fuch  terms,  difeerning 
therein  but  too  much  of  the  policy 
and  language  ufed  by  that  miniffer’s 
predecellors  ;  who,  not  content  with 
flowing  divifions  among  his  majefiy’s 
fubjedts,  wanted  to  fet  up  other  au¬ 
thorities  in  opposition  to  the  legiti¬ 
mate  power,  and  to  undermine  the 
fundamental  law's  of  the  kingdom, 
by  calling  in  aid  of  their  additions, 
witneffes  which  the  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  cannot  recognize.  It  was  in 
vain  that  his  majefty  fought  to  re¬ 
concile  the  affuranccs  of  the  friends* 
flnp  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  on  the 
one  fide,  with  the  appeal  to  the  fub- 
jedfts  of  Sweden  on  the  other.  Every 
minifter  being  charged  to  declare  the 
fentiments  of  his  mailer,  ought  not 
nor  can  announce  t'hem  to  anv  other 
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than  the  fovereign,  by  whom  his 
credentials  have  been  accepted.  All 
other  authority  is  unknown  to  him, 
and  every  other  witpefs  fuperfiaous. 
Such  is  the  law,  fuch  is  the  conftan£ 
pradfice  in  all  the  courts  of  Europe, 
and  this  t  itle  has  never  celled  to  be 
qbferved,  unjefs  \yhep  by  captious 
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infinuations  the  only  aim  has  been 
(as  heretofore  in  Sweden)  to  em¬ 
broil  matters,  to  confound  every 
thing,  and  again  to  fet  up  thofe  bar¬ 
riers  which  form  the  diilindlion  be¬ 
tween  the  nation  and  their  fove- 
reign.  Thus  hurt  in  away  moll  neai- 
ly  affecting  his  dignity,  and  no  longer 
hearing  from  the  count  de  Raza- 
moffsky  the  language  of  a  minifter, 
hitherto  charged  to  convey  the 
friendly  fentiments  of  the  emprefs ; 
bur,  at  the  fame  time,  unable  to  con¬ 
ceive,  that  expreilions  lo  contrary  to 
the  fundamental  laws  of  Sweden, 
and  which,  by  dividing  the  king  and 
the  flats,  would  render  every  fub- 
jeft  culpable,  were  prefcribed  to 
him,  the  king  choofes  rather  to  at¬ 
tribute  them  to  the  private  fenti- 
meats  of  the  Ruffian  minifter,  of 
which  he  has  given  fufficient  indi¬ 
cation,  than  to  the  orders  of  his 
court*  In  the  mean  time,  after 
what  has  palled,  alter  declarations 
as  contrary  to  the  happinefs  of  the 
kingdom,  as  to  the  laws  and  refpedl 
due  to  the  king,  his  majefty  can  no 
longer  confider  the  count  de  Raza- 
moff&ky  in  the  quality  of  a  minifter, 
and  finds  himfelf  obliged  to  require 
his  departure  from  Sweden,  confid¬ 
ing  to  his  ambaflador  at  the  court 
of  Ruffia,  the  stnfwer  to  the  other 
points  which  have  been  juft  commu¬ 
nicated. 

Nothing  lefs  than  fo  diredt  an  at¬ 
tack  on  the  dignity  of  the  king,  on 
the  part  of  the  count  de  Razamoftsky, 
could  induce  his  majefty  to  infift  on 
the  departure  of  one,  whom  he  has 
honoured  with  particular  regard  ; 
but  feeing  himfelf  reduced  to  fuch 
neceflity  with  regret,  his  majefty, 
in  confequence  of  his  former  good 
will,  has  endeavoured  to  (often  the 
difagreeable  nature  of  this  event,  by 
the  care  he  takes  in  regard  to  the 
count  de  Razoumoffsky’s  departure, 
tod  by  the  attention  that  wdl  be  paid 
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to  the  time,  and  to  his  accommoda¬ 
tion  in  his  voyage  to  St.  Peterfburgh. 

His  majefty  vvifhing  that  the  di¬ 
plomatic  body  fhould  be  acquainted 
with  the  foregoing  occurrences,  the 
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fenator  count  d’Oxenfteirn  has  the 
honour  of  communicating  the  lame* 
(Signed)  Oxenstexrn* 


Declaration  of  the  Emprefs  of  R  ujfst 

agabijl  the  King  of  Sweden,  June 

30,  1788. 

IT  was  towards  the  end  of  the 
laft  winter  that  the  armaments  hv 

•0 

fea  and  land  began  to  fhew  them*, 
feives  in  Sweden.— -Whifpers  were 
purpofeiy  circulated  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  as  if  Ruffia  meditated  aia 
attack*  In  proportion  as  thefe  pre¬ 
parations  advanced,  and  as  they 
believed  they  had  made  an  impref- 
lion  on  fame  national  fpirits,  the 
cabinet  of  Stockoim  began  to  extend 
rumours  of  the  fame  kind,  even  to 
foreign  courts.  The  emprefs  has 
the  latisfadlion  to  learn  that  thefe 
infinuations  have  every  where  failed 
of  their  aim.  In  truth,  the  courts 
of  Europe  are  too  enlightened,  to 
believe  that  Ruffia,  after  having  for 
fo  long  a  time  maintained  a  pacific 
fyftem  in  regard  to  Sweden,  had 
chofen  to  depart  from  it  in  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  fhe  was  engaged  in  % 
war  fo  ferious  as  that  in  which  th« 
Ottoman  Porte  had  involved  her. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  emprefs, 
attentive  to  every  thing  that  palled 
in  a  place  fo  adjacent  to  her  territo¬ 
ries,  judged  it  neceflai-y,  on  the  in* 
formation  and  ^advice  which  Hie  re* 
ceived,  not  to  n  eg  left  to  take  -mea« 
fares  of  precaution*  But,  anxious 
to  avoid  every  thing  which  might 
give  umbrage  or  excite  alarm,  fhe 
contended  herfelf  with  ordering  to 
Finland  a  flight  seinforceroent  of 
troops,  and  with- eftablifhing  in  that 
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province  magazines,  proportionate 
Co  their  number,  and  vndifpenfabJy 
Aeccffary  to  their  fubiiftence.  In 
fine,  repoSing  on  the  innocence  and 
redlitude  of  her  intentions^  on  the 
religious  tenure  of  the  perpetual 
treaty  fublitling  between  the  em¬ 
pire  of  Rullia  and  the  kingdom  of 
Sweden,  and,  above  all,  riot  know¬ 
ing  of  any  one  jubjeit  of  dilcuffion, 
open  or  concealed,  between  the  two 
courts  —  the  amicable  correfpon- 
d'ence,  on  the  contrary,  continuing 
as  ufuai  between  them— file  had  un¬ 
doubtedly  every  right  to  think,  that, 
itrong  as  might  be  the  ambition, 
the  uneafinefs,.  and  the  envy  of  the 
imperial  powers,  the  true  motives 
that  could  impel  the  Swedish  mo¬ 
narch  to  make  war  upon  her,  muff 
be  repreiTed  by  the  refpedt  to  good 
faith,  which  ought  to  actuate  the 
hearts  of  fovereigns  more  even  than 
of  other  men  *  by  the  impoffibUity 
of  giving  any  colour  or  equity  to 
the  flight  which  he  wifhed  to  give 
•  to  his  paffion  ;  and,  in  line,  by  the 
obftacle  equally  ilrong,  that  of  the 
iolemn  compact  he  had  made  with 
his  people,  not  to  undertake  •  any 
war,  without  aifembling,  confult- 
I  tig,  and  obtaining  the  conferit  of 
his  Subjects. 

Nothing  could  prove  more  effec¬ 
tually  the  fa tis faction,  which  fliould 
have  been  placed  in  her  imperial 
majeily's  various  ahurances,  than 
the  refolution  which  fhe  took  of  de¬ 
taching  from  the  fleet,  dtffiined  for 
the  Archipelago,  afquadron  of  only 
three  fliips,  which  Hue  fent  to  feain 
the  beginning  of  this  month,  not- 
withftanding  the  pofidve  advices  file 
had  of  all  the  Swedish  fleet  being 
cruizing  in  the  Baltick.  Thefe  Ships, 
th  ree  days  after  their  departure  from 
the  port  of  Cronfladt,  fell  in,  off 
the  I  He  of  Dago,  with  the  Swedifh 
fleet,  which  detached  a  frigate,  the 
captain  of  which  came  aboard  of 
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the  Ship  of  the  vice-admiral  Vander* 
feer,  who  commanded  this  little 
Squadron.  The  captain  of  the  fri¬ 
gate  announced  to  ihe  vice-admiral 
the  prefence  of  the  duke  de  Sutier- 
mania,  the  king?s  brother,  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Swedish  fleer,  and 
required  the  falute.  The  vice-ad¬ 
miral  replied,  that,  by  the  i  7th  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  treaty  of  Abo,  no  falute 
could  take  place  between  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  and  Swedifh  fleets  $  but  that  ref- 
pediing,  in  the  perfon  of  the  duke 
de  Sudermania,  the  corifin -german 
of  the  empreis,  and  the  brother  of 
the  king  of  Sweden,  he  had  no  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  rendering  to  thefe  diffihe- 
tions  all  the  honours  that  were  due. 
He  then  ordered  a  falute  with  thir¬ 
teen  guns,  and  fent  an  officer  -  on 
board  the  duke’s  fhip  to  pay  his 
compliments,  and  to  announce  to 
him,  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  was 
to  his  perfon  only  that  the  honours 
were  addreffed.  The  anfwer  of  the 
duke  of  Sudermania  was,  that  al¬ 
though  he  was  not  ignorant  of  the 
tenor  of  the  convention  made  be¬ 
tween  the  courts  of  Sweden  and 
Rullia,  in  regard  to  the  falute,  h<§ 
would  nor.  accept  of  that  himfelf, 
which  was  not  rendered  to  the 
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Swedifh  flag,  as  he  had  received  the 
moil  precife  orders  from  the  king. 
Ids  brother,  to  make  the  flag  ref- 
pedfed.  in  every  place,  and  on  every 
occaiion. 

The  emprefs  had  hardly  had  time 
to  make  her  complaints  on  the  in- 
juflice  and  irregularity  of  this  pro- 
ceeding  to  the  court  of  Stockholm, 
when  file  was  informed  of  the  pro¬ 
ceeding  full  lefs  expe&ed,  of  the 
difroiffion  of  her  minifter  from  the 
Swedifh  court  and  territories.  The 
pretended  reafons  of  this  meafuie 
are  expofed  in  the  declaration  of 
the  king  made  to  the  mi  hi  iters  of 
foreign  courts.  Thefe  reafons  are 
not  calculated  to  impofe  on  the  moffi 
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unenlightened,  and  they  therefore 
require  no  anfwer;  but  one  cannot 
help  observing,  that  it  is  the  fir  it 
example  of  the  kind  by  which  a 
fo.v e reign  affined  his  fubje&s  of  the 
pacific  and  benevolent  fentiments  he 
entertained  towards  them. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  emprefs, 
refolving  to  continue  to  the  laft  in 
the  principles  of  moderation  fire  had 
profeifed,  confined  her  refentment 
of  this  proceeding  to  the  retaliation 
which  die  was  naturally  authorized 
to  ufe  in  regard  to  the  oainifter  of 
the  king  of  Sweden*  She  fignified 
to  him  to  quit  her  court  in  the  fame 
fpace  of  time  which  had  been  fixed 
lor  her  minifter  at  Stockholm.  The 
only  difference  in  the  proceeding 
was,  that  all  falfe  and  iniidious  im¬ 
putation  was  carefully  avoided.  This 
difference  has  been  eftablifhed  and 
demon  ft  rated  indeed  by  the  good 
faith  Which  has  accompanied  the 
caufe  of  the  emprefs,  and  the  breach 
of  faith  which  has  marked  the 
whole  conduct  of  the  king  of  Swe¬ 
den. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  feenes, 
which  threatened  an  almolf  inevitable 
war,  the  emprefs  was  pleaded  to 
cherifh  hopes  that  the  amicable  expla¬ 
nations  which  the  Svvedifli  monarch 
had  himfelf  promifed  the  foreign 
powers  might  yet  tend  to  preferve 
the  good  harmony  and  neighbour¬ 
hood,  which  no  one  reafon  of  ftate 
on  either  fide  tended  to  interrupt. 
But  this  hope  is  totally  vanifhed. 
She  learns  that  on  the  21ft  or  22d 
of  this  month  the  troops  of  the  king 
of  Sweden,  having  fallen  haftily  on 
the  frontiers  of  Rulfia,  have  car¬ 
ried  off  the  money  depofited  in  feve- 
ral  cuftom-houfes,  have  penetrated 
to  the  environs  of  Nieffar,  and  have 
even  opened  the  fiege  of  its  caftle. 

It  is  by  a  feries  of  violent  pro¬ 
ceedings,  of  which  every  one  in»' 
fringes  on  the  rights  the  moft  gene¬ 


rally  received  among  civilized  na¬ 
tions,  that  the  king  of  Sweden, 
without  having  complained  of  ones 
grievance  againft  Ruffia,  hath  at 
length  pufhed  to  the  uitermoft  the 
moderation  of  the  emprefs,  and  has 
obliged  her  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
only  remedy  which  is  left  her,  of 
repelling  force  by  force*  It  is  with 
regret  that  file  ilfiies  thefe  orders  to 
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the  commanders  of  her  forces  by 
land  and  fea.  I11  making  known, 
this  refolutioo,  as  well  as  the  mo¬ 
tives  that  have  provoked  her  to  it, 
to  the  friendly  powers,  file  pro  tells 
to  them,  that  the  king  of  Sweden  is 
alone  refponfible  to  God,  to  the 
world,  and  to  his  own  people,  for 
all  the  calamities  to  which  his  am¬ 
bition  andinjuftice  may  give  rife* 

Peterfburgh,  June  30,  1788* 


Manifefto  of  the  King  of  Sweden 

againf  the  Court  of  RnJJia ,  July 

21,  I788. 

THE  king  of  Sweden,  during  a 
reign  of  feventeen  years,  has  ex¬ 
hibited  too  many  proofs  of  his  love 
of  peace  and  of  his  care  to  maintain 
a  good  undemanding  with  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  powers*  to  render  an  apo¬ 
logy  at  this  time  necefiary  in  be¬ 
half  of  fentiments  fo  well  known, 
and  already  juftified  to  the  world  at 
large  by  fo  many  years  public  tran¬ 
quillity.  The  king  efpecially  ex¬ 
erted  every  effort  to  keep  peace  with 
Rulfia,  as  had  been  done  during 
the  whole  reign  of  his  royal  father  ; 
and  notwithstanding  that  power, 
fince  his  majefty  ?s  accelfion  to  the 
throne,  gave  him  juft:  caufe  of.  of¬ 
fence  by  the  repeated  intrigues  they 
carried  on  even  againft  his  majefty 
perfonally,  as  they  had  already  done 
againft  the  late  king  perfonally,  dur¬ 
ing  the  laft  years  of  his  life;  yet  his 
majefty  factificed  his  juil  refentment 
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to  the  public  tranquillity,  believing 
that  the  ensprefs,  who  was  led1  affray 
by  falfe  reports,  wquld  he  unde¬ 
ceived  by  the  uniform  tenor  of  his 
conduct,  and  opening  her  eyes  to 
her  true  interefts,  would  at  length 
do  juffice  to  his  majedy  ?s  principles, 
and  no  longer  feek  to  carry  divifion 
and  diforder  into  the  heart  of  a  na¬ 
tion,  reunited  by  the  courage  of  the 
king,  and  freed  by  their  noble  firrn- 
nefs  from  thofe  bonds,  which  their 
neighbours  were  arduous  to  prepare 
for  them  by  the  promotion  of  anar¬ 
chy  and  difcord. 

"That  very  period,  wherein  Ruf- 
fia  p  re.  fled  by  a  burdenfome  war, 
^Hkh,  though  fitcc’efsful,  had  been 
long  and  bloody,  and  (offering  at 
once  the  calamities  of  famine  and 
peftilence,  was  alfo  torn  by  an  i ri¬ 
te  (line  rebellion  that  threatened  even 
the  imperial  throne ;  when  Mof- 
cow,  trembling  at  the  approach  of 
the  rebel  Pugatfchew,  demanded  in- 
ftant  fuccour;  and  when,  to  pro¬ 
cure  it,  the  emprefs  was  obliged  to 
withdraw  hergarrifon  from  the  fron¬ 
tier?,  and  leave  them  open  arid  de- 
fencelefs  ;  at  a  period  too  that  had 
been  juft  preceded  by  another,  in 
which  the  emprefs  feemed  wholly 
occupied  in  attempting  to  undermine 
his  majedy  *s  throne  : 

If  at  that  time  his  majedy  had 
only  attended  to  thofe  principles, 
by  which  the  cabinet  of  St.  Peterf- 
burgh  regulated  their  conduct,  he 
might  have  given  fuch  deadly  blows 
to  Ruffia  as  would  have  adedted  even 
the  emprefs  personally  :  but  far  from 
giving  himfelf  up  to  fuch  fentiments, 
although,  perhaps,  excu fable  from 
what  had  gone  before,  the  king  re¬ 
mained  in  the  mod  perfect  tranquil¬ 
lity,  hoping  by  a  conduct  to  pure  to 
convince  the  emprefs,  what  were  his 
private  fentiments,  and  what  the 
principles  he  meant  fhould  guide 
the  whole  courfe  of  his  reign.  Not 


content,  however,  with  this  pacific 
fydefti,  his  majefly  aimed  at  leaving 
nothing  undone  to  extirpkfe  from 
the,  emprefsVbreaft  every  the  flight¬ 
ed:  degree  of  animofity,  which  his 
very  fuccefs  might  have  occafioned, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  extinguifls 
all  that  national  hatred  which  fo 
many  wats  had  excited:  he  fought 
by  a  perfonal  acquaintance  with  the 
emprefs,  to  convince  her  of  his 
friend  (hip,  and  defire  to  preferve 
peace  and  harmony  between  the  two 
nations. 

To  this  circumdance  his  majefly 
would  gladly  confine  himfelf.  The 
remembrance  thereof  fill  dear  to  his 
heart,  recalls  that  gentle  and  flat¬ 
tering  illuiion,  with  which  he  was 
long  dazzled,  when  he  fancied  that 
he  could  regard  the  emprefs  as  his 
perfonal  fiiend  ;  but  the  circum- 
llances  that  have  fince  come  t  >  light 
permit  him  not  to  retrace  thofe  mo¬ 
ments  of  his  reign.  To  the  emprefs 
herfelf  his  majedy  appeals,  if  ever 
he  failed  to  teftify  to  her  perfon  and 
to  her  empire,  that  confidence  in 
thofe  pacific  and  thofe  friendly  fen¬ 
timents  which  he  confidered  to  be 
advantageous  to  both  their  domtni* 
ons.  It  was  in  the  midfl  of  thefe 
fri  endly  cares  on  the  part  of  his 
majedy,  and  while  he  continued  to 
reckon  on  an  union  as  permament  as 
he  thought  it  had  been  well  efi- 
tablifhed,  that  the  ambafladqr  of  the 
emprefs  was  endeavouring  by  dark 
and  infidiou-t  practices,  and  by  his 
words  and  actions,  to  revive  that 
fpirit  of  divifion  and  anarchy  which 
his  majedy  at  the  commencement  of 
his  reign  had  happily  difled,  al¬ 
though  even  at  that  time  the  empreft 
had  fomented  and  kept  it  alive  with 
uncommon  pains.  And  while  the 
c«uht  de  Razamoffsky  thus  attempted 
to  trouble  the  internal  repofe  of  the 
kingdom,  and  to  change  the  Tcred 
charaflerofa  minider  of  peace,  into 
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that  of  a  diflurber  of  public  order, 
he  dared  impute  to  the  king-,  in  his 
di (patches,  the  mod  hoftile  defigns 
againft  Ruffia. 

^  It  would  not  be  pleafing  to  his 
majefty  to  expofe  to  the  view  of 
Europe  thofe  faults  which  a  part 
of  his  fubjeds  have  committed, 
much  more  from  the  prefevering  and 
fydematic  arts  of  Rudia,  than  from 
a  giddy  infatuated  fpirit.  Accuftom- 
ed  to  regard  his  people  with  the 
eyes  of  a  tender  father,  and  to  die* 
rifh  them  as  his  children,  the  king 
feels  at  this  moment  how  diftreffing 
it  is  for  a  father  to  difcover  a  third 
time,  faults  he  would  wifh  to  bury 
in  profound  die  nee.  But  as  nothing 
difplays  more  the  condud  of  his 
powerful  neighbour,  and  the  jud  oc- 
cafion.be  has  for  complaint ;  and  as 
the  very  intered  of  all  the  Swedes  re¬ 
quires  that  Europe  lliould  know  the 
difaders  that  were  preparing  for  their 
nation,  the  plots  that  were  deviling 
againd  the  king's  own  perfon,  in 
the  midd  and  under  the  covert  of 
peace,  and  the  true  reafon  of  that 
conduct  of  Ruffia  in  appearance  fo 
moderate,  but  concealing  defigns 
more  fatal  than  the  ufu.d  eviis  of 
war,  his  majefty  finds  himfelf  oblig¬ 
ed  to  unveil  the  truth,  and  difclole 
it  in  open  day.  This  will  fhew  to 
Europe  the  uninterrupted  progrefs 
of  that  fpirit  of  aggrandizement  and 
did  of  power,  which  has  ever  cha¬ 
racterized  the  Ruffian  mini  dry  ;  and 
here  will  be  recognized  under  a 
form  not  materially  different,  the 
fame  fyltem  of  politics,  that  within 
thefe  fixteen  years,  dedroved  by 
dividing  Poland,  fubjugated  the 
Crimea,  and  rendered  Couriand  al- 
mod  dependent  on  Ruffia. 

It  has  been  a  matter  well  known 
for  feveral  years  pad,  that  foon  after 
the  peace  of  Abo,  Ruffia  formed  the 
defign  of  feparating  Finland  from 
Sweden,  and,  under  the  fpecioys 
i  7  SB* 
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pretext  of  rendering  that  country 
independent,  to  make  it  in  fadt  a 
province  feudatory  to  Ruffia,  as 
Couriand  at  this  day  actually  is. 
It  is  melancholy  to  think,  that  the 
facred  words  of  liberty  and  inde¬ 
pendence  Ihould,  like  the  revered 
name  of  a  God  of  Mercy  and  Peace, 
be  almod  always  the  fignal  of  diforder 

and  calamity.  But  fuch  is  the  weak- 
* 

nefs  attached  to  humanity,  that  what 
ought  to  ferve  for  the  happinefs  of 
man,  has  been  too  frequently  the 
caufeof  his  misfortunes,  and  of  thofe 
defolations  war  brings  with  it.  The 
projects  of  Ruffia  were  indeed  Rifled 
in  their  birth,  more  perhaps  by  the 
attachment  of  the  inhabitants  to 
Sweden,  and  from  the  remembrance. 
Rill  fix  111  in  thier  minds,  of  the  ra¬ 
vages  committed  by  the  Ruffians  in 
their  country,  during  the  wars  of 
Charles  XI L  and  in  the  year  1741, 
than  by  the  moderation  of  that 
power  who  Rill  preserved  the  fame 
principles  and  plans,  and  feized 
upon  the  fir  ft  favourable  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  carry  them  into  execution. 

The  defection  of  an  officer  of 
high  rank,  who  for  feveral  years 
had  been  honoured  with  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  his  fovereign  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  important  offices  in  Finland, 
who,  by  pofleffing  the  moft  exten- 
five  command  in  thefe  provinces, 
had  an  opportunity  of  gaining  the 
confidence  of  many  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  and  who  after  having  quitted 
his  majefty's  fe  twice,  and  grown 
tired  of  an  honourable  department 
procured  for  him  by  his  majefty  in 
another  kingdom,  had  palled  into 
the  fervice  of  Ruffia,  was  the  time 
when  the  ambitions  defigns  of  Ruffia 
were  again  roufed.  From  that  mo¬ 
ment  file  laboured  affiduoufly  to  ex¬ 
cite  a  fpirit  of  difienfion  and  revolt  in 
that  Grand  Duchy  ;  and  a  general 
officer  was  feen  traverfing  Finland 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  1786, 
(G)  who. 
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who,  under  pretence  of  travelling, 
reconnoitred  all  the  polls,  the  avail¬ 
able  places,  and  fuch  as  by  their 
lituation  were  drong,  queftiqned  the 
inhabitants,  founded  their  inclina¬ 
tions,  and  thus,  by  his  anxiety  to 
know  every  thing',  indicated  but 
too  plainly  the  fecret  defigns  of  his 
court. 

If  the  journey  of  the  einprefs  to 
Cherfon,  which  took  place  loon  af¬ 
terwards,  caufed  a  temporary  iulpen- 
fion  in  the  exertions  of  the  cabinet 
of  St.  Peterlburgh  to  detach  Fin¬ 
land  from  Swed-n,  they  were  re¬ 
newed  with  redoubled  vigour  after 
her  return  ;  and  the  cabals  attempt¬ 
ed  by  her  minitier  at  Stockholm,  in 
conjunririon  with  the  concealed  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  Ruffian  court  to  trouble 
the  repole  of  Finland,  fufficientiy 
proves  the  fchemes  and  views  of 
that  power,  which  weue  diivclly  in¬ 
tended  a  gain  11  his  Svvsdilh  majelly 
perfonally,  and  the  internal  tran¬ 
quillity  of  his  dominions. 

While  thefe  things  were  going1, 
forward,  war  was  declared  by  the 
fublime  Porte  again!!  Ruffia,  and 
this  afforded  a  new  motive  for  the 
latter  to  redouble  their  efforts  to 
diffeminate  difaffeclion  and  dilorder 
through  the  heart  of  Sweden,  which, 
united  to  the  Ottoman  Porte  by  an 
ancient  and  lading  treaty  concluded 
in  1739',  and  obliged  thereby  not 
to  forfake  an  old  ally,  appeared  for¬ 
midable  to  Ruffia. 

Meanwhile,  his  majedy  has  never 
ceafed  to  take  the  mod  convincing 
Peps  to  perfuade  Ruffia  of  his  paci¬ 
fic  fentiments ;  at  the  fame  time,  not 
forgetting  that  ally  to  whom  Swe¬ 
den  is  bound  by  the  mod  folemn 
tics,  he  has  thrice  offered  his  me¬ 
diation  to  Ruffia,  between  her  and 
the  Pone  ;  which  was  the  more 
likely  to  prove  effectual,  as  all  Eu¬ 
rope  knows  the  influence  of  Sweden 
with  the  latter ;  an  inf uence  that 


has  exided  ever  fmee  the  long  day 
which  Charles  XII.  made  in  that 
country. 

It  was  at  this  very  ends  that 
count  de  Razamoffsky,  putting  the: 
finifhing  droke  to  his  offend ve  pro¬ 
ceedings,  had  the  audacity,  in  a-n: 
official  note,  written  with  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  friendfiip,  but  couch¬ 
ed  in  the  moil  infidious  terms, 
to  attempt  to  Separate  the  king: 
from  the  nation,  appealing  to  the: 
latter,  and  aiming,  under  the  Speci¬ 
ous  pretence  of  the  emprefs*  friend¬ 
ship  towards  them,  to  break  thole? 
Sacred  bonds  by  which  the  king  and 
his  fubjedls  are  uniied.  Nothing: 
could  better  divulge  the  hitherto 
concealed  Sentiments  and  projects  ol  e 
Ruffia  than  this  dep,  and  the  very 
wording  of  the  paper  in  quedion 
Elis  majedy  communicated  to  the: 
other  courts  of  Europe,  that  were 
allied  or  intimately  connected  wit! 
him,  the  motives  that  dictated  the 
removal  of  count  de  Razamoffsky, 
On  this  occafion  his  majedy  con. 
Suited  only  what  he  owed  to  him: 
Self,  to  his  people,  and  to  the  public 
tranquillity,  and  removed  from  hi 
perfoti  an  individual,  who,  by  hi 
abufe  of  the  law  of  nations,  had 
forfeited  all  right  to  his  protection  : 
and  when,  in  taking  this  dep,  fii 
necefSarily  due  to  his  majedy’s  ho 
nour,  the  king,  out  of  re  Ip  eft  tut ; 
that  character  that  had  been  fo  mill 
employed,  made  ufe  of  a  1  poffibl 
delicacy,  he  thought  thereby  h 
had  afforded  one  more  proof  of  hi; 
refpeCt  for  the  emprefs,  and  his  re 
srard  to  the  rights  of  nations. 

Thus  circumftanced,  his  majed 
put  himfelf  in  Finland  at  the  hea 
of  his  army,  intending  to  come  t 
an  explanation  with  the  empre'V 
and  to  adore  himfelf  of  the  tranqui 
li.ty  of  that  important  province 
His  majedy  hoped,  by  friendly  com 
municatioas,  to  obtain  the  fatisfac 
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tioti  that  was  due  to  him,  from  an 
amhafTfoor  who  had  abuled  his  fa- 
cred  cha  rafter.  He  hoped  to  pre¬ 
vail  on  Rnflia  to  accept  the  media¬ 
tion  of  Sweden,  and  thereby  fulfil 
the  engagements  which  bind  the 
latter  to  take  part  with  the  Ottoman 
empire,  without  being  neceffitatedto 
fight  in  its  caufe.  He  hoped,  in 
fine,  from  the  juftice  of  the  em- 
prefs,  to  be  indemnified  for  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  armament  which  the 
fit-nation  of  affairs  had  obliged  him 
to  fit  out.  But  a  concatenation  of 
unforefeen  events.,  rapidly  brought 
on  a  rupture  of  that  peace,  the  pre¬ 
fer  vation  of  which  had  been  for 
fixteen  years  the  grand  object  of  his 
majeffy’s  attention.  Some  light  Ruf¬ 
fian  troops  had  at  that  very  inilant 
attacked  the  advanced  polls  of  the 
Swedes  in  Savolax.  The  king’s 
brigadier,  who  commanded  in  thefe 
remote  provinces,  thinking  war  was 
begun,  and obferving  hoitilities  com¬ 
mitted  on  the  frontiers,  according 
to  ancient  orders  neceffary  in  cafe 
of an invafion,  blocked  up  the.eaffle 
of  Nyflott,  feized  upon  thole  im¬ 
portant  polls  that  couid  alone  cover 
from  the  devaluation  of  the  barba¬ 
rous  hordes  in  the  fervice  of  Ruffia 
thefe  diflant  provinces,  of  which 
the  limits  laid  down  by  the  peace  of 
Abo  are  fo  entirely  open,  that  it  is 
impolfible  to  defend  them,  without 
fir  It  raking  poffeffion  of  the  defiles 
fituated  in  Ruffian  Finland.  This 
news  being  carried  to  the  fleer,  ac¬ 
celerated  in  like  manner  its  opera¬ 
tions,  and  a  naval  viftory  foon  after 
gained  by  the  duke  of  Sudermama 
over  a  Superior  force,  completed 
the  breaking  out  of  war,  in  fpite  of 
the  king’s  ca;e  to  prevent  it  ;  a  care 
which  had  made  him  lofe  the  An¬ 
gularly  favourable  moment  of  feiz- 
ing  on  feven  Ruffian  (hips  of  wrar, 
that  were  furrounded  by  the  Swedifh 
fleet. 
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Notwithllandingfo  many  wrongs,, 
and  notwithllanding  the  king  is  ffill 
in  the  dark,  as  to  what  has  become 
of  the  miniffer  and  the  two  officers 
that  were  fent  with  difpatches  to 
Peterfburgh,  his  majefly  Rill  retain¬ 
ing  his  pacific  inclinations,  is  yet 
defirous  of  peace,  provided  the  em- 
prel's  offers  him  honourable  terms, 
and  that  he  is  fatisfied  of  procuring 
a  fme  and  liable  pacification  for  the 
Ottoman  Forte. 


The  Declaration  and  Counter  Decla¬ 
ration  between  Demark  and  Swe¬ 
den  . 

HIS  Danifh  majelly  declares, 
that  ah  hough  he  complies  with  the 
treaty  between  the  courts  of  Peterf¬ 
burgh  and  Copenhagen,  he  yet 
confiders  himfelf  in  perfeft  amity 
and  peace  w  ith  his  Swedilh  majefly  ; 
nor  does  he  conceive  that  his  Swred- 
tflt  majelly  has  the  lea R  ground  of 
complaint,  fo  long  as  the  Danifh 
Blips  and  troops,  now  afting  again!!: 
Sweden,  do  not  exceed  the  number 
ilipulated  by  treaty  ;  and  it  is  his 
earned  deli  re,  that  all  friendly  and 
commercial  intercourfe  remain  in¬ 
violable  as  heretofore. 

Copenhagen,  Sept.  23,  1788. 

Count  Bernstorf. 

Counter  Declaration. 

Although  the  above  doftrine  is 
fuch  as  his  Swedifh  majelly  cannot 
reconcile  with  the  laws  of  nations, 
and  again!!  which  he  has  ordered 
the  underfigned  to  proteil  ;  never- 
thelefs,  to  prevent  the  effuflon  of 
blood,  his  majelly,  anxious  to  be¬ 
hold  peace  and  union  reftored  be¬ 
tween  rvvo  nations,  and  putting  the 
flrongefi  faith  in  what  Mr.  Elliot, 
his  Britannic  majefty’s  miniffer,  has 
reprefented  to  him,  embraces  with 
fat  sfaftion  bis  Danilh  majefly’s  de- 
(Gt)  claration* 
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claration,  provided  the  defeating 
the  Danilh  auxiliaries  in  Sweden  is 
not  considered  as  hoftiiities  againil 
his  Danilh  majefty. 

Stockholm,  oh.  6,  1788. 

Baron  de  Srrenytporten. 


Form  of  Ratification  of  the  h  ew 
Federal  Conftitution  of  the  United 
States  of  America ,  hy  the  Convert- 
tisn  of  Firginiay  futjy  1788. 

WE  the  delegates  of  the  people 
of  Virginia,  duly  elected,  in  pur¬ 
suance,  of  a  recommendation  of  the 
general  aflembly,  and  now  met  in 
convention,  having  fully  and  fairly 
Inveftigated  and  dife ufled  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  federal  convention, 
and  being'  prepared  as  well  as  the 
inoft  mature  deliberation  will  enable 
Us  to  decide  thereon,  do,  in  the 
name  and  on  behalf  of  the  people  of 
Virginia,  declare  and  make  known, 
that  the  powers  granted  under  the 
conftitution  being  derived  from  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  may 
be  refumed  by  them  whensoever  the 
fame  Hiall  be  perverted  to  their  in¬ 
jury  or  oppreftion,  and  that  every 
power  not  granted  thereby,  remains 
with  them,  and  at  their  will  :  that 
therefore  no  right,  of  any  denomi¬ 
nation,  can  be  cancelled,  abridged, 
leftrained,  or  modified  by  the  con- 
grefs,  by  the  fenute,  or  houfe  of 
reprefentatives,  afting  in  any  capa¬ 
city,  by  the  prefidenr,  or  any  de¬ 
partment  or  officer  of  the  United 
States,  except  in  thofe  inftances 
where  power  is  given  by  the  con- 
llitution  for  thofe  purpofes :  that 
among  other  effentiaf  rights,  the 
liberty  of  confidence,  and  of  the 
prefs,  cannot  he  cancelled,  abridg¬ 
ed,  reft  rained,  or  modified  by  any 
authority  of  the  United  States. 

With  thefe  impreffious,-  with  a 
foie  urn  appeal  to  the  Searcher  of 
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Hearts  for  the  purity  of  our  infen* 
tion«,  and  under  the  conviction, 
that  whatfoever  imperfections  may 
exift:  in  the  conftitution,  ought  ra- 
ther  to  be  examined  in  the  mode 
preferibed  therein,  than  to  bring 
the  union  into  danger  by  a  delay, 
with  a  hope  of  obtaining  amend¬ 
ments  previous  to  the  ratification  : 

We  the  faid  delegates,  in  the 
name  and  in  behalf  of  the  people  of 
Virginia,  do  by  thefe  prefents  af- 
i'ent  to  and  ratify  the  conftitution,, 
recommended  on  the  17th  of  Sep-- 
tember,  1787,  by  the  federal  con¬ 
vention,  for  the  government  of  the* 
United  States  ;  hereby  announcing, 
to  all  thofe  whom  it  may  concern, 
that  the  faid  conftitution  is  binding 
upon  the  faid  people,  according  to 
an  authentic  copy  hereto  annexed, 

there  followed  a  Copy  of  the  New  Con¬ 
futation.  See  voL  vni.yu  ( 99) ® 

Done  in  Convention,  &c.  &c. 
EDMUND  PENDLETON, 

PrefidenC 

Atteft.  John  Beckley,  Clerk,, 


Declaration  of  Rights  by  the  Convert-, 
tion  of  North  Carolina ,  previou . 
to  their  Ratification  of  the  hew 
Federal  Corfii tution9  Sept.  1788. 

i  ft,  THAT  th  ere  are  certain  natu^ 
ral  rights  of  which  men,  when  they] 
form  a  focial  compact,  cannot  de 
prive  or  divefttheir  pofterity,  amom 
which  are  the  enjoyment  of  life  am 
liberty,  with  the  means  of  acquir 
ing,  p  of  felling,  and  protecting  pro 
perty,  and  purfuing  and  obtainim 
happinefs  andfafety. 

2d.  That  all  power  is  natural! 
veiled  in,  and  confequently  derive 
from,  the  people  ;  that  magiftrate 
therefore  are  their  truftees  and  a. 
gents,  and  at  all  times  amenable  t 
them. 

3d,  That  government  ought  t 
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be  infHtuted  for  the  common  bene¬ 
fit,  protection,  and  lecurity  of  the 
people  ;  and  that  the  doClrine  of 
non- refinance  again  ft  arbitrary  pow¬ 
er  and  oppreffion  is  abfurd,  ilavifh, 
and  deftrucftive  to  the  good  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  mankind. 

4th,  That  no  man  or  fet  of  men 
are  entitled  to  exc.'ufive  or  feparate 
public  emoluments  or  privileges 
from  the  community,  but  in  conft- 
deration  of  public  fervice;  which 
not  being  defcendible,  neither  ought 
the  offices  of  magi  ft  rate,  legiflator, 
orjudge,  or  any  other  public  office, 
to  be  hereditary. 

5th,  That  the  legiflative,  execu¬ 
tive,  and  judiciary  powers  of  go¬ 
vernment  fhould  be  feparate  and 
diftincf  ;  and  that  the  members  of 
the  two  firft  may  be  reftraiaed  from 
oppreilion,  by  feeling  and  partici¬ 
pating  the  public  burthens,  they 
fhould  at  fixed  periods  be  reduced  to 
a  private  ftation,  return  into  the  mafs 
of  the  people,  and  the  vacancies  be 
fuppiied  by  certain  and  regular  elec¬ 
tions,  in  which  all  or  any  part  of  the 
former  members  to  be  eligible  or  in¬ 
eligible,  as  the  rules  of  the  conftitu- 

o’ 

tion  of  government,  and  the  laws, 
fihaU  direCf. 

6th,  That  elections  of  reprefen- 
tatives  in  the  legiflature  ou^ht  to 
be  free  and  frequent,  and  all  men, 
having  fufficient  evidence  of  per¬ 
manent  and  common  intereft  with 
and  attachment  to  the  community, 
ought  to  have  thy  right  of  fuffrage; 
and  no  aid,  charge,  tax,  or  fee, 
can  be  fet,  rated,  or  levied  upon 
the  peopie  without  their  own  con- 
fent,  or  that  of  their  reprefenta- 
tives,  fo  cleCfed,  nor  can  they  be 
bound  by  any  law  to  which  they 
have  not  in  like  manner  affpnted  for 
the  public  good. 

7th,  That  all  power  of  fufpend- 
ing  laws,  or  the  execution  of  laws, 
by  any  authority,  without  the  con- 
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fent  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people  in  the  legillature,  is  injuri¬ 
ous  to  their  rights,  and  ought  not 
to  be  excrcifed. 

8th,  '1  hat  in  all  capital  and  cri¬ 
minal  proiecutions,  a  man  hath  a 
right  to  demand  the  caule  and  na¬ 
ture  of  his  accufation,  to  be  con¬ 
fronted  with  his  accufers  and  wit- 
neftes,  to  call  for  evidence,  and  be 
allowed  counfel  in  his  favour,  and 
to  a  fair  and  fpeedy  trial  by  an  im¬ 
partial  jury  of  h  s  vicinage,  with¬ 
out  whofe  unanimous  confent  he 
cannot  be  found  guilty  (except  in 
the  government  of  the  land  and  na¬ 
val  forces),  nor  can  he  be  compelled 
to  give  evidence  againft  himfelf, 

9th,  That  no  freeman  ought  to 
be  taken,  imprifoned,  or  dilleized 
of  his  freehold,  liberties,  privileges, 
or  franchifes,  or  outlawed  or  exiled, 
or  in  any  manner,  deftroyed  or  de¬ 
prived  of  his  life,  liberty,  or  pro^- 
perty,  but  by  the  law  of  the  land, 

10th,  That  every  freeman  re>- 
ftrained  of  his  liberty  is  entitled  to  a 
remedy,  to  enquire  into  the  lawful- 
nefs  thereof,  and  to  remove  the 
lame,  if  unlawful ;  and  that  fuch 
remedy  ought  not  to  be  denied  or 
delayed. 

11th,  That  in  controverfies  ref- 
petfting  property,  and  in  luits  be¬ 
tween  man  and  man,  the  ancient 
trial  by  jury  is  one  of  the  greateft 
fecurities  to  the  rights  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  ought  to  remain  facied 
and  inviolable. 

1 2th,  That  every  freeman  ought 
to  find  a  certain  remedy  by  recouife 
to  the  laws  for  all  injuries  and 
wrongs  he  may  receive  in  perfon, 
property,  or  character.  He  ought 
to  obtain  right  and  juftice  freely 
without  fale,  completely  and  with* 
out  denial,  promptly  and  without 
delay,  and  that  all  eftablifhments 
or  regulations  contravening  thefe 
are  oppreffive  and  unjuft, 

(G3)  13th,  Th» 
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13th,  That  exceffive  bad  ought 
not  to  be  required,  nor  exceftive 
fines  impofed,  nor  cruel  and  un- 
ulual  punishments  inflicted. 

14th,  That  every  freeman  has  a 
right  to  be  fecurc  from  all  unrea- 
fonffile  fe  arches  and  lei  zu  res  of  his 
perfon,  his  papers,  and  property  ; 
all  warrants,  therefore,  to  fearch 
fufpected  places,  or  l'eize  any  free¬ 
man,  his  papers,  or  property,  with¬ 
out  information  upon  oath  (or  affir¬ 
mation  of  a  perfon  religioufly  fcru- 
pulous  of  taking  an  oath),  of  legal 
and  fufficient  caufe,  are  grievous 
and  oppreffive  ;  and  all  general  war¬ 
rants  to  fearch  fufpected  places,  or 
to  apprehend  any  fufpected  perfon, 
without  fpecialiy  naming  or  de- 
fcribing  the  place  or  perfon,  are 
dangerous,  and  ought  not  to  be 
granted, 

15th,  That  the  people  have  a 
right  peaceably  to  nffemble  together 
to  conlult  for  the  common  good,  or 
to  inftruct  their  reprefentatives ;  and 
that  every  freeman  has  a  right  to 
petition  or  apply  to  the  legifiature 
for  redrefs  of  grievances. 

1 6th,  That  the  people  have  a 
right  to  freedom  of  fpeech,  and  of 
writing  and  publifning  their  fe mi- 
men  ts  ;  fhat  the  freedom  of  the 
prefs  is  one  of  the  greateft  bulwarks 
of  liberty,  and  ought  not  to  be  vi¬ 
olated. 

17th,  That  the  people  have  a 
right  to  keep  and  bear  arms’;  that 
a  well-regulated  militia,  compofed 
of  the  body  of  the  people,  trained 
to  arms,  is  the  proper,  natural,  and 
fafe  defence  of  the  free  hate.  That 
handing  armies  in  time  of  peace  are 
dangerous  to  liberty,  and  therefore 
ought  to  be  avoided,  as  far  as  the 
circumfhnces  and  protection  of  the 
community  will  admit  ;  and  th 
in  all  cafes  the  military  (hould  be 
under  ftrict  fubordination  to,  and 
governed  by  the  civil  power. 


18th,  That  no  loldier  in  time  of 
peace  ought  to  be  quartered  in  any 
houfe  without  the  confent  of  the 
owner,  and  in  time  of  war  in  fuch 
manner  on  y  as  the  laws  direct. 

19th,  That  any  perfon  rebgionfty 
fcrupulous  of  bearing  arms  ought 
to  be  exempted  upon  payment  of  an 
equivalent  to  employ  another  to 
bear  arms  in  his  head. 

20th,  That  religion,  or  the  duty 
which  we  owe  to  our  Creator,  and 
the  manner  of  discharging  it,  can 
be  directed  only  by  region  and  con¬ 
viction,  not  by  force  or  violence, 
and  therefore  all  men  have  an  equal, 
natural,  and  unalienable  right  to 
the  free  exercife  of  religion,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  dictates  of  conference; 
and  that  no  particular  religious  feCt 
or  fociety  ought  to  be  favoured  or 
efiablilhed  by  law  in  preference  to 
others. 


The  Humble  Addrefs  of  the  Agents 
for  the  American  Loyalfs ,  pre- 
J'ented  to  the  King ,  July  2,  5788, 
by  Sir  William  Peppered ,  Bart ? 
and  the  other  Agents, 

Mot  Gracious  Sovereign, 

YOUR  majefty’s  ever  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjects,  the  agents  for 
the  American  Loyalifts,  who  have 
heretofore  been  the  fuppliants  of 
your  majefty  on  behalf  of  their  dif- 
tielfed  conliituents,  now  humbly 
beg  leave  to  approach  your  throne, 
to  pour  forth  the  ardent  effuiions  of 
their  grateful  hearts  for  your  moil 
gracious  and  effectual  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  their  claims  to  the  juft  and 
generous  confideration  of  parlia¬ 
ment. 

To  have  devoted  their  fortunes, 
and  hazarded  their  lives  in  defence 
of  the  juft  rights  of  the  crown,  and 
the  fund  a  mental  principles  of  the 
Britilh  conftitution,  were  no  more 

than 
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than  their  duty  demanded  of  them, 
in  common  with  your  imjefty’s 
other  fubjects ;  but  it  was  their  pecu¬ 
liar  fortune  to  he  called  to  the 
trial ;  and  it  is  their  bo^d  and  their 
glory  to  have  been  found  equal  to  the 
talk.  They  have  the  diftingui filed 
happinefs  of  feeing  their  fidelity  ap¬ 
proved  by  their  lovereign,  and  re- 
compenied  by  parliament ;  their 
fellow-fubjedts  chearfully  contri¬ 
buting  to  compen&te  them  for  the 
forfeitures  their  attachment  to  Great 
Britain  incited  them  to  incur;  there¬ 
by  adding  dignity  to  their  own  ex- 
alted  character  among  the  nations 
of  the  world,  and  holding  out  to 
mankind  the  glorious  principles  of 
juftice,  equity,  and  benevolence,  as 
the  firmed  balls  of  empire. 

We  fliouid  be  wanting  in  juflice 
and  gratitude,  if  we  did  not,  upon 
this  occafron,  acknowledge  thewif- 
dom  and  liberality  of  the  provisions 
propofed  by  your  majefty’s  fervants, 
conformable  to  your  majefly’s  gra¬ 
cious  intentions,  for  the  relief  and 
accommodation  of  the  feveral  claf- 
ies  of  fufferers  to  whofe  cafes  they, 
apply  ;  and  we  are  convinced  it  will 
give  comfort  to  your  royal  bread  to 
be  allured  they  have  been  received 
with  the  mod  general  fatisfaedion. 

Pfofcdions  of  the  unalterable  at¬ 
tachment  of  the  Loyalids  to  your 
majefty's  perfon  and  government 
we  conceive  to  be  unneceflary  ;  they 
have  prefer  ved  it  under  perfec¬ 
tion,  and  gratitude  cannot  render  it 
iefs  permanent.  They  do  not  pre- 
lume  to  arrogate  to  themfclves  more 
fervent  loyalty  than  their fellovv-fub- 
jecds  poflefs  ;  but,  diftinguiflied  as 
they  have  been  by  their  iufferings, 
they  deem  themfelves  entitled  to  the 
loremod  rank  among  the  mod  zealous 
fupporters  of  the  conditution.  And 
while  they  ceafe  not  to  offer  up  their 
mod  earned  prayers  to  the  Divine 
Being  to  preferve  your  majeffy,  and 
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yourilludrious  family,  in  the  peace¬ 
ful  enjoyment  of  your  juft  rights, 
and  in  the  e'xercife  of  your  royal 
virtues  in  promoting  the  happinefs 
of  your  people,  they  humbly  be- 
feeeh  your  majedy  to  continue  to 
believe  them,  at  all  times,  and  upon 
all  occalions,  equally  ready,  as  they 
have  been,  to  devote  their  lives 
and  properties  to  your  majefty’s 
fervice,  and  the  preservation  of  the 
Britifli  conditution. 


j Che  Petition  of  the  Univerfty  of 
Cambridge  againjl  the  Slave  Trade  C 

To  the  Honourable  the  Com¬ 
mons  of  Great  Britain  ia 
Parliament  aflembled, 

WE,  the  chancellor,  maders,  and 
fcholars  of  the  univerfity  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  underftanding  that  an  appli¬ 
cation  will  foon  be  made  to  parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  i uppreffion  of  the  flave- 
frade,  de-fire  to  exp  refs  our  hearty 
approbation  of  fo  benevolent  a  de- 
fign.  And  we.truft,  that  in  reprobat¬ 
ing  with  j  ad  indignation  a  traffick  car¬ 
ried  on  in  violation  of  every  princi¬ 
ple  of  humanity,  as  well  as  of  the 
precepts  of  the  Chriilian  Religion, 
we  act  in  perfect  confiftency  vvith 
our  duty  as  members  of  an  edabliffi- 
ment  dedicated  to  the  lupport  of 
learning  and  religion. 

We  hope  that  the  legiflature  will 
take  this  fubjedt  into  its  mod  feri- 
ous  coniideration,  and  adopt  fuch 
meafures  as  to  its  wifdom  fhall 
appear  mod  cffedtual,  f@r  abolifli- 
ing  a  commerce  fupported  only 
by  violence  and  rapine,  and  by  en¬ 
couraging  treachery,  by  exciting 
war,  as  well  as  bv  forcing  into  fla- 
very  multitudes  of  the  inhabitants, 
defolating  a  mod  extenfive  and  fer¬ 
tile  country.  Commercial  intereft: 
can  never  juffify  a  crime,  nor  a- 
tone  for  the  guilt  incurred  by  an 
a6Uon,  which  reafon  and  revelation 
(G  4}  forbid. 
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forbid.  But  wc  are  far  from  ap¬ 
prehending  that  the  abolition  of  this 
traffick  will  be  attended  with  confe- 
quences  detrimental  to  the  Hate, 
inafmuch  as  a  firm  belief  in  the  pro¬ 
vidence  of  a  benevolent  Creator 
allures  us,  that  no  fyftem  founded 
on  the  opprdfion  of  one  part  ot 
mankind  can  be  beneficial  to  an¬ 
other.  As  our  excellent  conflitu- 
tion  carefully  provides  for  the  hap- 
pinefs,  by  fee u ring  the  freedom  of 
the  meanell  fubjetft,  we  are  per- 
fuaded,  that  the  legifiature  will 
ceafe  to  fupport  a  traffick  replete 
with  mife-ry  and  oppreffion,  and 
that  it  will  readily  extend  its  pro¬ 
tection  to  the  Africans,  the  molt  in¬ 
jured  and  defencelefs  of  our  fellow- 
creatures.  Thus  fliall  this  conti¬ 
nued  outrage  againft  humanity  be 
no  longer  the  dilgrace  of  our  natio¬ 
nal  character,  and  the  reproach  of 
ourChriftianprofeffion. — Thus  fiiall 
peace  be  re  ft  o  red  to  that  afflidfed 
and  defolate  country,  and  a  friendly 
commercial  intercourfe  enable  us  to 
introduce  into  it  the  comforts  of 
focial  lite,  and  the  advantages  of 
true  religion. 

Given  under  our  common  feal,  &c. 

January  26,  1788. 


The  Petition  of  the  People  called 
Quakers,  againft  the  Slave  'Trade , 

To  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain,  in  Parliament  af- 
fembled, 

Pefpeflfu'ly  fheweth, 

THAT  our  religious  fociety, 
fenfible  of  the  obligation  univerfally 
incumbent  on  mankind,  todoiuftly, 
and  to  love  mercy,  have  been  long 
painfully  affedted  by  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  African  Have-trade,  a 
commerce  totally  repugnant  to  the 
principles  of  juftice,  the  common 
rights  of  men,  and  dilates  of  the 
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Chriftian  religion  ;  and,  in  the  con¬ 
duct  whereof,  the  lives  and  happi- 
nefs  of  unoffending  millions  have 
been  facrificed  to  avarice  and  cruelty* 

We  have  occalipn,  moreover,  to 
lament,  not  only  that  Britifh  fub- 
jedls  are  engaged  in  this  inhuman 
traffick,  but  that,  by  the  encou¬ 
ragement  it  has  received  from  legal 
authority,  the  nation  may  be  con- 
lidered  as  involved  in  the  guilt. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore,  im- 
prefied  by  that  fympathy,  where¬ 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  fufferings 
we  deplore,  mu  ft  aft’edl  every  feel¬ 
ing  mind,  and  conftrained  by  a  fenfe 
of  duty,  do  entreat  your  attention 
to  fo  enormous  an  evil  ;  and  ear- 
netlly  renew  our  application  for  an 
effectual  fuppreffionof  this  unrighte¬ 
ous  traffick. 

ThatrheGodof  the  Spirits  of  all 
fiefh  may  diredl  your  deliberations 
on  this  important  fubjetl,  and  make 
them  conducive  to  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  that  day  of  the  univerfal 
righteoufnefs  and  peace,  fpoken  of 
by  the  prophet,  in  which  “  every 
man  fliall  fit  under  his  vine,  and 
under  his  fig-tree,  and  none  fliall 
make  them  afraid,*’  is  the  fervent 
defire  of  your  petitioners. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  our  religi¬ 
ous  fociety,  by  the  members 
of  our  meeting  for  fuller- 
ings,  held  in  London  the 
4th  day  of  the  2d  month 
1788. 


Report  from  the  Committee  oppointed 
to  infpctl  and  confidcr  the  Returns 
?nade  hy  the  Minijiers  and  Church - 
wardens ,  relative  to  charitable  Do- 
nations  for  the  Bencft  of  poor 
F erf ons ,  in  purfuance  of  an  AH 
faffed  in  the  ibth  7" ear  of  his  pre* 
fent  Maje fly's  Reign,  (loth  June 
17 88). 

■  ,  Tfo 
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The  Committee  appointed  to  in- 
fpccSt  and  conlider  the  returns 
made  by  the  Minifters  and 
Churchwardens,  relative  to 
charitable  Donations,  for  the 
benefit  of  poor  perfons,  in  pur- 
luance  of  an  a  el  puffed  in  the 
26th  year  of  his  prefen t  M. 'je¬ 
lly  ?s  reign,;  and  to  report,  font 
time  to  tune,  their  observations 
thereon  to  the  Ho  life,  and  how 
far  the  direction's  of  the  faid 
a  £1  have,  or  have  not,  been 
complied  with ;  inform  the 
Houfe  : 

THAT  it  appears  by  a  former 
report  made  under  the  faid  a£t,  the 
23d  day  of  May  1787,  purfuant  to 
an  order  of  this  houfe,  that  out  of 
near  13,000  parifhes  and  townfhips 
in  England  and  Wales  (from  which 
returns  of  charitable  donations  had 
been  lequiredt  there  were  only  14 
parifhes  that  had  made  no  fueh  re¬ 
turns. 

That  the  committee  who  made 
that  report,  after  arranging  the  re¬ 
turns  which  had  been  to  made  un¬ 
der  the  heads  of  the  feveral  coun¬ 
ties  and  parifhes  to  which  they  be¬ 
longed,  directed  an  abftradl  to  be 
made  thereof,  with  the  utmoft  care 
and  expedition  ;  but  finding,  upon 
infpedlion  of  the  faid  abftraCt,  that 
a  great  number  of  the  faid  parifhes 
and  townfhips  had  made  defective 
returns  ;  tome,  by  not  naming  the 
perfons  who  gave  the  charities; 
ethers,  by  not  naming  the  truftees  ; 
others  bv  not  deferibing  whether 
the  donations  were  in  land  or  mo¬ 
ney  ;  and  others,  by  not  deferibing 
the  produce  of  the  money,  lands, 
or  rent  charges,  fo  given  :  —  the 
committee  directed  their  chairman 
to  write  circular  letters  to  the  mi¬ 
ni  fters  and  churchwardens  of  all  the 
parifhes  and  townfhips  wherein  fuch 
omiffions  appeared,  requiring  them 
to  fend  more  perfedt  returns 0 
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That  there  were  about  4,063  of 
thofe  circular  lettres  Put  into  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

That  anfwers  have  been  fince  re¬ 
ceived  from  about  3.3,7 6  of  them, 
many  of  which  have  given  the  ex¬ 
planation  requited ;  and  many  ©- 
thers  have  hated  that  they  could 
give  no  further  information. 

That  your  committee,  in  order  to 
lay  befose  the  houfe  all  the  infor¬ 
mation  which  they  have  fo  procur¬ 
ed,  have  caufed  the  matter  contain¬ 
ed  in  thofe  fupplementary  returns 
to  be  inferred  in  the  faid  abilradf, 
with  red  ink,  that  the  houfe  may 
diilinguifh  what  was  acquired  under 
the  original  returns,  and  what 
fince,  in  confequence  of  the  Hid 
letters  ;  and  that  the  houfe  may  be 
enabled  to  form  an  idea  of  the  mag¬ 
nitude  of  this  fubjedt,  your  com¬ 
mittee  have  caufed  the  produce  of 
the  faid  charities,  in  land  and  mo¬ 
ney  refpedlively,  as  far  as  the  fame 
can  be  collected  from  the  laid  re¬ 
turns,  to  be  call  up  in  each  county, 
the  particulars  whereof  are  here¬ 
unto  annexed  by  way  of  appendix, 
by  which  the  annual  amount  of- the 
produce  of  the  money  amounts  to 
48,24.3b  ics.  5th  and  the  annual 
produce  of  the  lands  amounts  to 
210,467b  8s.  rod.  making  together 
the  annual  fum  01258,7 10b  19s.  3d.: 
and,  from  a  variety  of  circum- 
flances  and  intimations  which  have 
occurred,  and  been  gi  en  to  vour 
committee,  in  the  purf  it  of  thofe 
enquiries,  they  have  grea  reafon 
to  believe  very  confiderable  further 
fums  will  appear  to  have  been  given, 
for  the  like  charitable  purpofes, 
whenever  proper  means  can  be  found 
for  in ve (ligating  and  completing 
thofe  difeoverie?,  by  extending  the 
enquiries  to  corporations,  compa¬ 
nies,  and  focieties  of  men,  as  well 
as  to  feoffees,  truftees,  and  other 
perfons. 


And 
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And  your  committee  think  it  ne 
ceffary  to  obferve  to  the  hou  e,  that 
upon  the  face  of  the  faid  returns 
many  of  the  faid  charitable  dona¬ 
tions  appear  to  have  been  loft  ;  and 
that  many  others  of  them,  from 
negleft  of  payment,  and  the  inat¬ 
tention  of  thole  perfons  who  ought 
to  fuperintend  them,  are  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  being  loft,  or  rendered 
very  difficult  to  be  recovered  ;  and 
that  the  matter  feems  to  be  of  fuch 
magnitude  as  to  call  for  the  ferious 
and  fpcedy  attention  of  parliament, 


to  amend  and  explain  the  faid  aft, 
by  fpeafying  with  certainty  and 
preciiion  the  objects  to  which  they 
may  think  fit  to  direft  their  enqui¬ 
ries,  in  order  to  procure  full  and 
fatisfaftory  returns,  and  the  ef- 
tablifhment  of  fuch  meafures  as 
may  be  effectual  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  perfons  who  were  the  objects 
of  thofe  donations,  and  for  carrying 
the  charitable  and  benevolent  pur- 
poles  of  the  donators  into  execu® 
tion. 


APPENDIX: 


Kent 
Lancafter 
Leicefter 
Lincoln  •— 
Middlefex 
London  — 
Weftminfler 
Monmouth 
Norfolk  — 
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Bedford 
Berks  « — 

Bucks  — 

Cambridge 
Chefter 
Cornwall 
Cumberland 
Derby  — 

Devon  — 

Dorfet  — ~ 

Durham 
Effex  — - 

Glouceft  er 
Hereford  — 

Hertford 
Huntingdon 


D. 


Donations  throughout 

Annual  Prod 
of  Money 

1 9  6  2 

9°4  *7 

•  663  6 

48 1  5 

’  G44S  5 
695  13 
2  51  19 
■  1,067  15 

2,329  15 
386  6 

380  1  r 

QIA  IU 

23I  17 
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2, 

506 

898 

339 

1,816 


Northampton  - 
Northumberland 
Nottii 


H 
5 

9 

1 8 

3 

13 

4 

2,126  8 

466  1 6 
230  6 

9  1 
692 


.  ’  r7  I 

*}  ■)  ~  a 

i,024 

537 

192 


ogham 


722 

374 


*3 

2 

1 3 
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uce  Annual  Produce 
.  of  Land. 

£*  d* 
2,186  ii  7 
6,576  2  3 

4,306  15  8 

4*064  6  9 

2,646  19  2 


d% 

2 

9 

1 

4 
1 1 


8 

1,050 

7 

0 

0 

457 

3 

2 

.7 

3>864 

H 

•y 

<w 

3 

6,  >■  0  5 

0 

2 

0 

4)474 

19 

8 

7 

1,076 

2 

1 

6 

5,658 

1 7 

7 

4 

5**45 

5 

1 

9 

L791 

1 1 

7 

0 

3’36o 

0 

7 

4 

950 

1 1 

10 
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9595 

6 

9 

0 

6,722 

*4 

0 

4 

4^77 

J5 

4 

2 

7579 

0 

4 

4 

7,648 

4 

2 

3 

6,764. 

5 

8 

0 

•  2,054 

18 

5 

2 

1 55  7 

0 

7 

6 

5’6/1 

8 

4 

2 

6;  444 

8 

3 

0 

749 

6 

3 

6 

3*070 

1 

-2 
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£■ 

s. 

d. 

£■ 

s. 

Am 

Oxford  —  — — — 

—  706 

1  3 

3 

3)3  47 

2 

1  I 

Rutland  - — — — 

— - -  267 

1 2 

10 

500 

7 

IO 

Salop  — — — — 

-  —  838 

8 

9 

2,744 

!  5 

7 

Somerfet  -  * 

1,589 

29 

7 

8?8or 

l7 

2 

Southampton  - - - 

— —  2,427 

15 

3 

3,501 

16 

1 1 

Stafford  — —  - — — 

1,083 

18 

1 

5>°57 

1 6 

2 

Suffolk  —  — — — 

~  386 

17 

1 

12,037 

5 

9 

Surrey  - ■ — .  ***=•“-•“** 

- *  2,814 

3 

7 

7»423 

12 

2 

S 11  Hex  — — — —  — — 

1,247 

1 1 

4 

2,312 

»4 

1 
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- 855 

1 

0 
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1 

1 
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24 

5 
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23 

1 1 

Wilts 
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10 

1 1 
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9 

2 
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— — —  820 

4 

2 

6,160 

10 

0 

York,  Eafl  Riding  — -■ 

—  2,331 

7 

7 

5’°25 

7 

1 

N.  ditto 

— 724 

23 

2 

3,520 

7 

10 

W.  ditto 

-  L953 

1 

1 

»3>633 

23 

S 

£•  4607s 

9 

9 
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8 

8 
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Anglefey  — — — * 

—  149- 

5 

4 

i74 

18 

4 
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15 1 

2 

8 
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13 

3 

Cardigan  - - - — 

— — “ — .  16 

7 

0 

46 

4 

0 

Carmarthen  « 

— —  91 

18 

0 

164 

19 

10 

Carnarvon  <—  — — * 

■ -  160 

2 

10 

392 

12 

7 

Denbigh  - - — 

• -  438 

5 

IO 

930 

5 

Flint  - -  — - — 

— —  3°9 

3 

8 

346 

6 

0 

Glamorgan  — — — 
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1 

3 

338 

1 

2 

Merioneth  * — — 

-  183 

17 

5 

165 

!3 

0 

Montgomery  - - — 

3 

5 

336 

18 

5 

Pembroke  - — 

*37 

18 

4 

33° 

1 2 

5 

Radnor  — — .  - — 

—  58 

14 

1 1 

310 

6 

9 

Wales  -  - 

-  2,070 

0 

8 

4,166 

0 

2 

England  •»  ■* 
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* 

1  •** 

!  0 

v» 

9 

9 

206,301 

8 

8 

48,243 

10 

5 

2 10,467 

8 

IO 

48,243 

“  •  ■ 

IO 

5 

Total  England  and  Wales  £,  258,710  19  3 


An  Account  of  the  Nett  Produce  of  all  the  Paxes,  from  January  5,  1786, 
to  Jan,  5,  1787  ;  and  from  Jan .  5,  178 7,  to  Jan,  5,  1788. 


Customs 

Excise 

Stamps 


1787. 

s, 

-  4>o63>3?4  7 

-  5,531,114  6 

-  x,  181,464,  11 


2t 


I788. 

£  • 

3,714,477  2  6 

6,225,627  11  3 

1 1 1 82,060  16  o 
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Salt,  5th  April  1759 
Additional  ditto,  10th  May  1780 
Do.  2 2d  June  1782 
700I  per  week  letter  money,  ) 
id  June,  17  1 1  -  5 

2,3601.  per  week  ditto  1784 
Seizures,  Anno  1760 
Proffers,  ditto  -  -  - 

Fines  of  leafes,  ditto 
Alum  mines,  ditto 
Compoiitions,  ditto 
Alienation  duty,  ditto 
Fines  and  forfeitures,  ditto 
Rent  of  a  light  houfe,  ditto 
Rent  of  Savoy  lands,  ditto 
Letter  money,  ditto 
6d.  perlib.onpenfions  24  June  1 72  !, 
is.  deduction  onfalaries,  5  April  1758. 
Houie  and  Wind.  10th  G£t.  1766 
Houfes,  3th  April  1778 
Flaw kers  and  pedlars,  3  July  *710 
Hackney  coaches  1  Aug.  1711 
Ditto  k  »  1784 

Hawkers  and  pedlars,  5  July  1783 
Firft  fruits  of  the  clergy 
Salt,  ift  Auguft  17S5 
Tenths  of  the  clergy 
Male  fervants,  Anno  1785 
Female  ditto  -  - 

Four  Wheel  carriages,  ditto  -  - 
Two  Wheel,  ditto 
Horfes,  ditto 
Waggons,  ditto 
Carts,  ditto,  -  - 

Shops,  ditto  ,  : 

Houles  and  Windows  Anno  1727 
Male  ferv.  Anno  1777,  arrears 
Confol.  letter  money,  Anno  1787 
Ditto— fait  ditto 


Total  of  cufUms,  excife, 
damps,  and  incidents. 
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13 
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0 
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1 3 
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G 
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13 

u* 

6,413 

9 

3 
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10 
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0 
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1 6 
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64,586 

18 
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1 9,061 
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33,994 

6 
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H 

1 
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1 01. 
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16 
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19 
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0 

64 

1 10,885 

1 

91 
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18 

H 
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IS 

2 
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0 

Oj 
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/  27 

3J>796 

6 

7i 
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1 

1 

773 

JO 

3 

82 
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9i 

20 

T9 

0 

2 

17 

4 

<M 

99,000 

0 

0 

m 

235,669 

7 

613,661 

*5 

2 

1,800,969 

7 

389-555 

1 

Ti 

12, 923, ^4 

17 

2  J 

Excheopier,  the  3d  of  April,  1788, 
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‘The  Fourteenth  Report  of  the  Com- 

mijf oners  appointed  to  examine , 

take ,  and  fate ,  the  Public  Ac¬ 
counts  of  the  Kingdom . 

44  HAVING  confined  ourfelves, 
in  our  Lift  report,  to  the  collection 
and  accounts  of  the  cuftom  duties, 
and  to  fuch  ohfervations  as  occurred 
in  the  invelligation  of  thole  two  ob¬ 
jects  ;  that  we  might  complete  our 
inquiries  upon  the  fubjedt  of  the 
cuftoms,  we  proceeded  to  the  part  we 
had  referved  for  our  future  confide- 
ration  ;  namely,  the  diminution  of 
the  produce  by  the  charges  attend¬ 
ing  the  management  of  this  re¬ 
venue. 

44  The  two  accounts  of  the  re¬ 
ceiver  general  and  controller  gene¬ 
ral  of  the  cuftoms,  to  which  our 
attention  has  been  directed,  are 
thofe  of  the  year  178.*,  as  being  the 
iaft  declared  accounts  in  the  office 
of  the  auditors  of  the  imprefi :  the 
abftradls  of  thofe  accounts,  ftianf« 
mitted  to  us  from  that  office,  and, 
for  the  fake  of  referring  to  them 
more  eafily,  inferred  again  in  the 
appendix  to  this  report,  hate  the 
fum  paid  into  the  exchequer  in  that 
year,  by  the  receiver  general,  to 
have  been  2,772,346/.  6r.  \  and 

the  payments  for  falaries  and  in¬ 
cidents,  by  the  receiver  general, 
148,645/.  12J.  6d. and  by  the 
controller  genera!,  134,304/.  13J. 
5 \d. ;  and  238/.  4.?.  i±d. ;  amount¬ 
ing  together  to  283,188/.  10 s.  id . 
But  thefe  abftrads,  comprehending 
the  receipts  and  payments  of  thole 
two  officers  only,  do  not  include  the 
whole  cither  of  the  produce  or  of  the 
expenditure  during  that  year.  Sei¬ 
zures,  fines,  and  forfeitures,  are 
branches  of  this  revenue  omitted  in 
thefe  abffradts  :  fuch  (hares  of  them 
as  belong  to  the  crown  are  paid  into 
the  exchequer,  notthrough  the  hands 
of  the  receiver  general,  but  by  the 
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receivers  for  London  and  the  out 
ports,  and  by  the  foiicitors  of  the 
culfoms  ;  and  the  accounts  of  them 
are  palled,  not  by  the  auditors  of 
the  imprefi,  but  by  the  accountant 
of  petty  receipts,  and  the  auditor  of 
the  folicitor’s  accounts.  Some  char¬ 
ges  are  likewife  incurred  at  the 
ports  in  the  plantations,  and  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  any  of  thefe  accounts. 

44  That  the  whole  amount  of  the 
profit  accruing  to  the  public  from 
this  revenue,  and  of  the  expences 
attending  it,  for  the  year  1781, 
might  appear  at  one  view  ;  we  pro¬ 
cured  from  the  office  of  the  cufloms, 
an  account  of  the  grofs  amount  a- 
riling  from  feizures,  fines,  and  for¬ 
feitures,  and  what  part  of  it  was  paid 
into  the  receipt  of  his  majefly’s  ex¬ 
chequer,  for  the  year  1781  ;  and 
an  account  of  the  grofs  amount  of 
the  duties  atilmg  in  the  plantations, 
and  ©f  the  charges  of  management 
and  net  produce  thereof,  for  the 
fame  year  ;  diflinguifliing  the  ports, 
and  the  charges  paid  by  the  recei¬ 
ver  general,  from  the  other  charges. 

14  The  grofs  amount  of  fines  and 
forfeitures  was  160,453/.  1  2J.  4 ±d.  ; 
and  the  part  of  it  paid  into  the  ex¬ 
chequer  was  76,662/.  4,(.  4 Id,  This 
laid  fum,  being  added  to  the  fum 
ilated  above  as  paid  into  the  exche¬ 
quer  by  the  receiver  general,  gives 
2,849,008/.  1  or.  9 d.  the  amount  of 
the  produce  to  the  pubbe  from  the 
revenue  of  the  cuftoms  in  the  year 
1781  :  and  the  remainder  of  this 
grofs  amount,  being  83,791/.  ys. 

*  1 3-d.  together  with  the  fum  of 
614/.  17s.  7 -4d.  the  charges  in  the 
plantations,  added  to  283,188/. 
1  or.  \d.  the  fum  of  charges  above 
mentioned,  fliews  the  expence  to 
the  public,  for  the  management  of 
thefe  duties  in  that  year,  to  have 
been  367,594/.  15*.  8;/. 

44  Theculloms  are  collected  atports 
in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

That 
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That  we  might  fee  how  much  each 
port  produced,  and  at  what  ex¬ 
pence  to  the  public,  we  procured 
from  the  office  of  the  cuftoms,  an 
account  of  the  grofs  receipt  of  the 
cuftoms  of  London  and  the  out 
ports,  with  the  feveral  payments  at 
each  port,  diftinguiftied  under  the 
proper  head?,  with  the  net  produce 
of  each  for  the  fame  year. 

6i  The fum of  2,833,942/.  gs.  8-J d. 
the  net  produce  of  the  cuftoms  in 
this  year,  as  ftated  in  this  account, 
does  not  agree  with  the  fum  of 
2,772,346/.  6j.  4-!^/.  ftated  in  the  ac¬ 
count  of  the  auditor  of  the  impreft 
to  have  been  paid  into  the  receipt  of 
his  majefty’s  exchequer  :  nor  does 
the  fum  of  281,222/.  1 1  s.  1  the 
charges  of  management,  under.the 
head  of  falaries  and  incidents,  in 
this  account,  agree  with  the  fum  of 
283,188/.  1  or.  1  d*  the  amount  of 
the  payments  by  the  receiver  and 
controller  general,  under  the  like 
titles,  in  the  accounts  of  the  audi¬ 
tor* 

“  There  arefome  articles,  both  in 
the  receipts  and  payments,  at  the 
out  ports,  which  were  erroneous 
when  tranfmitted  from  thence  to  the 
board  of  cuftoms.  Thefe  errors 
could  not  be  corrected  time  enough 
to  have  the  articles  inferted  with 
accuracy  in  the  account  before  the 
auditor;  but  they  are  fet  right  in 
this  laft  account,  which  is  a  correct 
ftate  of  the  ports  in  that  year.  But, 
independent  of  fuch  errors,  the  net 
produce  can  hardly  ever  agree  with 
the  fum  paid  into  the  exchequer  : — 
the  component  parts  of  thofe  two 
fums  are  not  the  fame.  The  fum 
paid  into  the  exchequer  includes 
the  duties  remitted  to  the  receiver 
general  from  Scotland  and  the  plan¬ 
tations  ;  the  net  produce  is  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  thofe  duties  only  which  arc 
colledled  in  London  and  at  the  out 
ports :  the  fum  paid  into  the  exche¬ 
quer  does  not  contain  fuch  parts  of 


the  duties  colledled  at  the  out  ports, 
as  were  not  remitted  to  the  receiver 
general,  or  if  remitted,  were  not 
turned  into  cafli  during  the  year ; 
but  the  net  produce  comprehends 
all  the  duties  colledfed  at  the  out 
pons  during  the  year,  whether 
they  became  cafti  in  the  hands 
of  the  receiver  general  or  not  ;  the 
fum  paid  into  the  exchequer  con- 
fifls  of  cafh  only,  ariftng  either  from 
duties  actually  paid,  or  from  the 
dfeharge  of  bonds  given  in  preced¬ 
ing  years  to  fecure  the  ditties  ;  but 
the  net  produce  includes  not  only 
the  duties  paid  to  the  receiver  gene¬ 
ral  in  cafh,  but  alfo  thofe  fecured 
by  bonds,  which,  though  remain¬ 
ing  in  his  hands  in  the  fhape  of  fe« 
curities,  are  yet  blended  with  the. 
duties  he  has  received,  and  charged 
upon  him  in  one  compound  fum* 

“  We  fhould  have  proceeded  to 
the  examination  of  the  articles,  that 
compofed  this  fum  of  charges  for 
the  year  1781  ;  but  we  found,  upon 
inquiry,  that  among  fo  great  a  num¬ 
ber  of  officers,  fome  being  dead, 
others  having  refigned  their  employ¬ 
ments  or  changed  their  lituations,  it 
would  be  hardly  poffible  to  procure 
a  complete  account  of  the  emolu¬ 
ments  of  the  offices  for  a  year  fo 
diftant  from  the  prefent  time  ;  and 
therefore  we  turned  our  attention  to 
the  expences  of  the  laft  year,  and 
required  from  the  office  of  the  cui- 
toms  two  accounts  ;  the  one,  ot  the 
grofs  Llaries,  fees,  allowances,  and 
gratuities  received  by  the  commil- 
iiotiers  and  the  officers  of  the  cuf¬ 
toms  in  the  port  of  London,  diftin- 
guifhing  by  what  authority  they 
are  refpeftively  appointed,  with  the 
payments  for  taxes,  deputies,  clerks, 
and  other  contingent  expences,  all 
dirtinguifhed  under  their  feveral 
heads,  and  the  net  produce  received 
by  each  officer  for  the  year  1784; 
the  other,  a  ftmilar  account  of  the 
officers  at  the  out  ports. 
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44  The  return  to  the  firfl  of  thefe 
requifitions  contains  the  officers  be¬ 
longing  to  the  cuffoms  in  London. 
They  are  ranged  under  two  gene¬ 
ral  divifions  :  firif,  the  board,  with 
the  officers  attending  them,  and  em¬ 
ployed  in  conducting  the  general 
bufinefs  of  this  revenue  :  fecondly, 
the  officers  of  the  port  of  London. 
— -  thefe  two  comprehend  feveral 
fubdiviffons.  The  firit  includes  the 
coinmilfioner  —  the  fecretary  and 
clerks— -the  houfekeeper— the  law 
officers— the  officers  of  receipt,  pay¬ 
ment,  control,  examination,  and 
account.  The  fecond  clafs  are  dif- 
tinguiflied  either  by  the  bufinefs 
they  tranfadf,  or  the"  place  where 
they  tranfacl  it.  The  bufinefs  a- 
rif  s  from  imports  or  exports,  by 
natives  or  foreigners,  or  from  car- 
ri  me  coafhvife  :  it  is  carried  on  in 
the  long  room  at  the  ciulomhoufe— 
on  fhipboard  —  at  the  waterlide— 
and  in  warehouses. 

44  In  this  return,  the  falaries  and 
allowances  paid  to  the  officers  by 
the  crown,  that  is,  out  of  this  re¬ 
venue,  are  ciftinguiffied  from  the 
fees  and  emoluments  they  receive 
from  the  merchant,  with  a  view  of 
afeertaiuing  how  much  the  revenue 
and  fubjedt  each  contribute  to  the 
fupport  of  thefe  offices ;  and  the  fa- 
laries  and  allowances  paid  to  the 
deputies  and  clerks,  by  the  principal 
or  other  officers,  are  placed  in  a  fe- 
para  e  column  from  thofe  paid,  to 
them  by  the  crown  ;  becaufe,  being 
included  in  the  falaries  and  allow¬ 
ances  paid  by  the  crown  to  the  prin¬ 
cipal  or  os  her  officers,  they  would, 
unltfs  to  billing  uithed,  be  twice 
charged  to  the  account  of  the  reve¬ 
nue. 

The  deductions  from  the  profirs 
of  the  officers,  by  the  payment  of 
taxes,  are  diffinguifhed  from  the 
other  dedudtions  :  becaufe  the  taxes 
returned  into  the  exchequer  have 


the  fame  effedt  as  a  payment  back 
to  the  public  of  fo  much  of  their  fa¬ 
laries  and  allowances,  and,  conl'e- 
quently,  are  fo  far  a  diminution 
of  the  public  expence,  excepting, 
what  cannot  eafily  be  computed, 
the  diminution  thefe  taxes  fuffer  by 
the  charges  of  coliedfion,  and  the 
lofs  fuftained  by  the  public  from 
the  delay  of  their  return  Into  the 
exchequer.  One  of  the  taxes  to 
which  the  falaries  and  payments  to 
fome  of  thefe  officers  are  fubjedt,  h 
the  fuperannuarion  fund,  which  has 
been  long  eftablifhed  in  the  cuffoms* 
as  a  fupport  for  certain  of  the  offi¬ 
cers,  chiefly  in  the  inferior  depart¬ 
ments,  who  are  worn  out  in  the 
ferviee.  As  this  deduction  from 
the  pay  is  not  applied  to  the  ufe  of 
the  public,  we  have  feparated  it 
fom  thofe  taxes  which  are  paid  into 
the  exchequer. 

44  The  circumftances  to  which  we 
principally  attended,  in  this  inquiry, 
are— the  authority  that  appoints— 
the  mode  of  appointment — the  du¬ 
ration  of  the  intereft—  the  bufinefs 
tranfadfed — and,  the  reward  for  the 
execution.  William  Stiles,  efq.  fe¬ 
cretary  to  the  commiffioners  of  the 
cuftom?,  gave  us  information  on 
thefe  fubjedts. 

44  The  appointment  of  every  offi-, 
cer,  is  either  by  the  king,  the  board 
of  treafury,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  the  commiffioners  of  the 
cuffoms,  or  the  fuperior  officers  in 
the  departments.  The  king  ap¬ 
points  by  his  letter  patent.  The 
board  of  treafury  either  appoints  by 
constitution  or  names  by  warrant. 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
appoints  by  warrant.  The  board 
of  cuffoms,  by  commifiLn  or  or¬ 
der. 

“  A  conffitution  by  the  board  of 
treafury,  contains  both  the  nomi¬ 
nation  and  appointment  of  the  offi¬ 
cer  i  but  the  warrant  of  that  board 
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is  only  a  nomination  of  the  pe'rfon, 
and  a”  requifition  to  ihe  com  m  i  to¬ 
ilers  of  the  cuftoms  to  appoint  him  : 
the  mode  of  appointment  is  by  com* 
m  ffion  under  the  hands  of  tour  of 
them,  and  the  leal  of  office  ;  and 
from  hence  the  officer  derives  the 
authority  and  powers  annexed  to 
his  office.  The  officers  thus  con- 
fiituted  by  the  king,  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  or  thefe  boards, 
comprehend  all  that  are  paid,  ei¬ 
ther  by  dormant  warrants,  or  upon 
the  eltabliihmenr. 

“  Where  thecommiffioners  of  the 
cult  uns  atrt  without  the  interven¬ 
tion  of  the  treafury,  they  appoint 
either  by  commiffion,  or  by  order 
of  the  board  :  thefe  are  called  inci¬ 
dental  officers. 

“  The  deputies  are  all  appointed 
by  the  patentees,  fubjecH  in  f  me 
inllances  to  the  approb<tion  of  the 
treafury.  The  clerks  are  appoint¬ 
ed,  fome  by  the  fuperior  officers  in 
the  department,  fome  by,  or  with, 
the  approbation  of  the  board  of 
cuftcms,  and  others  by  the  trea¬ 
sury. 

41  Upon  every  nomination  to  an 
office  by  warrant  of  the  treafury, 
the  commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms 
diietffi  an  inquiry  whether  the  per- 
lon  named  has  ever  been  difmiffied 
the  fervice  ;  if  he  has,  they  return 
the  warrant  to  the  treafury,  Hating 
this  objection,  and  the  peifon  to  be 
therefore  inadmiffible.  Where  the 
office  is  that  of  a  collector,  unlefs 
the  objection  of  difmiffion  arifes, 
th e  co rn  m  iffione  rs  a  ppo;  nth  im  w-i  t  h  - 
out  further  inquiry.  If  it  be  the 
office  of  a  landing  furveyor,  landing 
waiter,  or  coart  waiter,  and  the 
perfon  named  appears,  upon  in¬ 
quiry,  to  be  ignorant  of  the  duty 
*of  the  office,  he  is  put  under  in- 
itruftions  for  a  certain  time,  and 
not  admitted  to  the  office  but  upon 
ihe-c-ertifilate  ©f  the  proper  officer 


that  he  is  duly  qualified.  Where  It 
is  an  inferior  office,  and  there  are 
objections  to  his  age  or  qualifica¬ 
tions,  the  commiffioners  return  the 
warrant,  and  Hate  the  objections  to 
the  treafury. 

“  The  tenure  of  thefe  offices  is  ei¬ 
ther  for  life,  or  during  plea fu re.' 
Some  of  the  letters  parent  grant  an 
inter  eft  for  life  ;  but  mod  of  them, 
and  all  the  other  forms  of  appoint¬ 
ment,  are  during  plealure  only. 

ii  We  procured  from  the  office  of 
thecurtomsa  lift  of  the  offices  holder* 
bv  letters  patent,  with  the  date  of 
each  patent,  the  names  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  in  poiTcflion,  and  their  refpec- 
tive  intereft  therein  ;  and  from  the 
office  of  the  treafury,  a  liH  of  thofe 
granted  in  reyerfion,  with  the  dates 
of  each  grant,  the  names  of  the 
grantees,  and  their  respective  inte* 
refts  therein. 

“  Many  of  the  officesare  finecures; 
the  officer  never  attends,  nor  exe¬ 
cutes  any  part  of  the  buimefs  :  It  is 
traniadted  entirely  by  deputies  and 
clerks.  We  examined  imo  the  duty 
and  bufinefs  trail  faded  in  every  of¬ 
fice,  unlefs  where  the  description  of 
that  duty  is  contained  in  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  fame,  or  any  other 
officer,  annexed  to  our  laH  report. 

u  The  emoluments  accruing  from 
thefe  offices  are  —  falaries  allow¬ 

ances  fees  - —  i  gratuities  —  and 
fhares  in  the  produce  of  feizures. 
The  falaries  are  fome  of  them  ex- 
preffied  in  the  parents,  conftirutions, 
and  warrants  :  In  fome  of  thefe  in- 
Hruments  they  are  not  expreft’e 
but  afeertained  by  reference  to  thofe 
falaries  inlerted  in  former  inftru- 
ments,  or  that  have  been  ufually 
annexed  to  the  fame  appointments. 
Other  of  the  falaries  depend  upon 
the  commiffion  or  order  of  the  board 
of  cuftoms  ;  and  the  fame  officer  has 
frequently  a  variety  of  falaries  given 
him  by  different  iaftruments. 
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44  The  allowances  flow  either  from 
the  warrants  of  the  treafury  or  or¬ 
ders  of  the  board  of  cuftoms.  An 
allowance  is  frequently  not  eafily  to 
be  diftmguifhed  from  a  falary  :  it  is 
fometimes  an  annual  payment  in  ad¬ 
dition  to,  or  in  lieu  of,  a  falary  ; 
fometimes  a  recom pence  for  feme 
fpecial  fervice,  One  of  thefe  al¬ 
lowances  is  for  the  quarantine  fer¬ 
vice.  The  execution  of  the  orders 
of  the  privy  council,  relative  to 
Ihips  performing  quarantine  in  all 
the  ports  of  England,  is  intruded 
to  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms ; 
but  being  properly  no  part  of  the 
bufinefs  of  the  cudoms,  the  board 
of  treafury,  by  warrant  dated  the 
19th  of  December  1722,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  memorial  from  the  com- 
miffioners  of  the  cudoms,  direfted 
200/.  a  year  to  be  paid  to  each  of 
the  commiffioners  for  their  extraor¬ 
dinary  fervice,  care,  and  pains  re¬ 
lating  to  the  quarantine,  until  it 
fhould,  by  the  king’s  command, 
ceafe  to  be  performed.  This  allow¬ 
ance  was  extended,  by  fubfequent 
warrants,  to  the  fecrerary,  the  wef- 
tern,  northern,  and  copying  clerks, 
'and  to  fome  other  officers.  The 
payments  are  all  made  by  virtue  of 
an  annual  warrant  from  the  treafury, 
directing  the  receiver  genera!  to  pay 
to  the  officers  named  in  a  lid  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  treafury  from  the  cuf¬ 
toms,  and  annexed  to  the  warrant, 
the  fums  therein  mentioned.  The 
allowances  are  different :  that  to  each 
of  the  commiffioners  is  a  fixed  fum  ; 
that  to  the  other  officers  is  according 
to  the  number  of  ihips— a  certain 
fum  to  each  officer,  or  fet  of  offi¬ 
cers,  for  ever  fliip  put  under  qua¬ 
rantine  during  the  year,  except  men 
of  war  and  tranfports. 

“  Four  of  thefe  allowances  are 
poundages :  one  upon  the  coinage 
duty;  anotherupon thegrofs  produce 
arifing  from  the  fale  of  tea,  coffee, 
1788, 


and  fpirits  (called  the  enumerated 
goods),  feized,  condemned,  and  fold, 
purfuant  to  the  aft  of  the  12th  of 
George  the  Fird,  chapter  the  28th  ; 
the  third  upon  the  coal  duty  f  and 
the  fourth  upon  the  produce  of  fei- 
zures  paid  into  the  exchequer. 

“  The  poundage  upon  the  coin¬ 
age  duty  is  grounded  upon  the  aft  of 
the  2  5 th  Charles  the  Second,  chap¬ 
ter  the  8th,  which  empowers  the 
board  of  treafury  to  allow  to  the  of¬ 
ficers  employed  in  the  collection  and 
receipt  of  that  duty,  out  of  the 
money  arifing  therefrom,  falaries 
and  allowances  not  exceeding-  in  the 
whole  twelve. pence  in  the  pound  of 
the  money  collefted.  By  warrant 
of  the  treafury,  dated  the  13th  of 
December  1714,  this  poundage  is 
direfted  to  be  equally  divided,  in 
the  port  of  London,  between  the 
receiver  of  the  duty,  the  controller 
general,  and  the  receiver  general  j 
to  each  four  pence  in  the  pound. 

44  The  poundage  upon  the  grofs 
produce  arifing  from  the  fale  of  the 
enumerated  goods,  is  regulated  by  a 
minute  of  the  board  of  cuftoms, 
dated  the  9th  of  May  1728,  and  paid 
out  of  that  produce.  This  minute 
direfts  what  poundage  {hall  be  paid 
to  thofe  officers,  both  in  London 
and  at  the  out  ports,  who  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  conduft  of  this  bufi~ 
fiefs,  as  a  reward  for  their  fervice. 

41  The  poundage  upon  the  coal 
duty  relates  to  the  out  ports  only, 
and  is  grounded  upon  a  warrant  of 
the  treafury,  dated  the  19th  of  Sep- 
tember,  1699,  which  direfts  three 
per  cent,  upon  the  firfb  j,ooo/.  and 
one  per  cent,  upon  every  100/.  after¬ 
wards,  collefted  at  the  out  port?, 
and  fo  in'proponion,  to  be  divided 
between  the  colleftor  and  controller^ 
two  thirds  to  the  one,  and  one  third 
to  the  other,  as  a  reafonable  com- 
penfation  for  their  fervice  in  this 
branch  of  duties. 
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“  The  poundage  upon  the  Run 
arifing  from  the  produce  of  ferzures 
paid  into  the  exchequer,  being  the 
emolument  of  a  .dingle  officer  only, 
the  infpeClor  of  profecutiom,  will 
be  defcribed  hereafter,  in  the  ac¬ 
count  of  that  office. 

“  Such  of  thefe  lalaries  and  allow¬ 
ances  as  are  appointed  to  lye  paid  to 
the  eftablifhed  officers,  are  inferred 
in  the  eftablifhment  made  out  every 
quarter  for  every  department  in  the 
port  of  London,  and  for  every  out 
port.  Such  as  belong  to  the  inci¬ 
dental  officers  are  entered  upon  the 
quarterly  incidental  lift.  Such  of¬ 
ficers  as  receive  their  lalaries  by 
dormant  warrants,  are  paid  by  the 
receiver  general,  without  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  the  board  of  cuftoms. 

44  All  the  falaries  and  allowances, 
except  the  poundages -and  the  inci¬ 
dental  expences  of  the  cuftoms  in 
London,  are  paid,  unlefs  otherwife 
dueCfed  by  the  warrant  or  order,  out 
of  the  duties  placed  under  the  head  of 
cuftoms  ;  and  in  the  out  ports  out  of 
any  money  in  the  hands  of  the  col¬ 
lectors,  to  whatever  branch  of  duty 
it  may  belong,  unlefs  it  be  one  of 
the  excepted  branches. 

Regularly  every  duty  ihould  de¬ 
fray  the  expence  it  occafions :  it 
ought  to  bear  its  proportion  of  ge¬ 
neral  charges  of  management ;  but 
that  is  utterly  impracticable,  as 
the  fame  officer,  or  clafs  of  officers, 
with  a  variety  of  different  ftipends, 
colleft  and  keep  the  accounts  of  the 
■numerous  branches,  and  the  amount 
'  ol  the  duties  arifing  from  the  feve- 
ral  branches  in  the  fame  year,  or 
from  the  lame  branch  in  different 
years,  is  very  unequal  ;  and  as'  the 
lame  incidental  expence  relates  to 
many  oral!  of  the  branches,  it  is  near 
to  an  impoilibility  to  apportion  the 
i alary,  allowance,  or  expence  among 
the  leveral  branches,  fo  that  each 
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fhall  contribute  its  due  ffiare  to  the 
common  charge. 

44  It  appears  by  a  memorial  oi 
the  board  of  cuftoms  to  the  treaiury,- 
dated  the  19th  of  May  1758,  that, 
before  the  year  1 709,  the  charges 
of  the  eftablifhment,  in  every  port,, 
were  paid  out  of  the  duties  receiv- 
ed  under  the  head  of  cuftoms  :  but 
by  the  warrant  of  the  lord  high! 
treyfurer  Godolphin,  dated  the  25th! 
of  April  1710,  the  collector  of  s: 
port,  where  the  receipt  under  that 
head  fell  fliort  to  anfwer  the  charges:, 
was  permitted  to  fupply  the  deli: 
ciency  by  borrowing  from  fiveothe 
branches  therein  enumerated ;  which 
five,  together  with  the  cuftoms,  are- 
called  the  united  branches.  Theft 
too  being  frequently  deficient,  ; 
warrant  of  the  treaiury  of  the  31ft 
of  July  1761,  iffued  in  confequenc 
of  the  memorial  of  the  19th  of  Ma 
1758,  authorized  the  board  of  cul 
toms  to  direCf  the  application  of  aft 
the  branches  (except  the  coinage 
duty)  to  the  charges  of  managemen 
This  warrant  the  board  carried- inn 
-execution  bv  their  minutes  of  tbh 
7th  of  Auguft  and  ioth  of  OCtobt 
1 7  6 1 . 

44  The  fees  received  in  the  cu 
toms  are  grounded,  fome  upon  ac 
of  parliament,  fome  upon  ufagp 
and  others  are  demanded  and  pa 
under  the  name  of  fees,  but  of  whit1 
neither  the  origin  nor  authority  aj 
pears.  We  required  from  the  ofii 
an  account  of  Rich  fees  as  the  of 
cers  are  authorized  to  take  by  vi; 
tue  of  any  aCf  of  parliament,  at 
for  what  bufinefs  fuch  fees  are  pa 
able. 

44  Five  tables  of  fees  were  retur 
ed  to  us  purfuant  to  this  requifitio 
The  firft  of  them  is  the  copy  o' 
table  hung  up  in  the  long-  room 
the  culiomhoufe  in  London. 

44  The  24th  rule,  at  the  end 
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the  book  of  rates,  annexed  to  the 
add  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  di¬ 
rects,  “  that  no  officer  belonging  to 
the  cuftoms  ihall  receive  any  other 
or  greater  fee  than  inch  as  are,  or 
ihall  be,  eftablifhed  by  tlie  com¬ 
mons  in  parliament  affiembled,  on 
pain  of  forfeiture  of  his  office,  and 
incapacity.”  By  an  order  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  dated  the  17th 
of  May  1662,  and  figned  by  fir 
Edward  Turner,  then  fpeaker,  men¬ 
tioned  and  continued  in  force  by  the 
a£l  of  the  ill  of  Anne,  chapter  the 
13th,  a  table  of  fees  for  the  port  of 
London  was  fettled  and  confirmed, 
and  a  copy  directed  to  be  fee  up  in 
the  cuftomhou fe. 

At  the  end  of  a  collection  of 
the  flatutes,  relative  to  this  reve¬ 
nue,  pa  (fed  foon  after  the  Reftora- 
tion,  printed  by  the  king’s  printers, 
in  the  year  1663  (produced  to  us 
by  Mr.  Richard  F re  win,  the  exa¬ 
miner  of  the  duties  inwards),  this 
order  of  the  houle-  of  commons  is 
inferred,  with  the  table  annexed  ; 
which  appears,  upon  companion,  to 
be  the  fame  with  the  table  returned 
to  us  frora.-the  long  room  at  the  cuf- 
tomhoufe.  Both  the  order  and  table 
are  like  wife  to  be  found  in  home  of 
the  books  of  rates  compiled  and 
published  for  the  ufe  of  the  cuL 
toms. 

u  The  other  four  are  tables  of  fees 
for  the  ports  of  Briftol,  Great  Yar¬ 
mouth,  Kingflon  upon  Hull,  and 
Chefter  ;  and  are.  copied  from  an 
old  book  in  the  enffomhoufe. 

44  It  appears,  from  the  journals 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  of  the 
17th  of  May  1662,  that  tables  for 
the  three  fir. ft  of  thole  ports  were 
that  d  iy  reported  to  the  houfe,  and 
agreed  to.  Thefe  fees,  eftablifhed 
by  the  legiflature,  are  for  work  done 
at  legal  times  and  places  ;  but,  for 
the  accommodation  of  trade,  the  add 
of  the  6th  and  7  th  of  William  and 
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Mary,  chapser  the  yth,  authorizes 
the  officers  to  receive,  for  any  extra¬ 
ordinary  fervice,  fuch  a  recom pence 
as  the  commiffioners  in  London,  or 
any  two  of  the  collector,  cuftomer, 
controller  at  an  out  port,  ihall  de¬ 
les  mine, 

44  By  the  eighteenth  rule,  an¬ 
nexed  to  the  book  df  rates,  the  at¬ 
tendance  of  the  officers  who  fit  in 
the  cuftomhoufe  in  London,  is  from 
nine  to  twelve  in  the  forenoon  ;  and 
one  officer,  or  able  clerk,  is  ordered 
to  attend  in  the  afternoon,  during 
the  time  the  officers  at  the  waterfide 
are  in  waiting.  At  the  out  ports* 
their  attendance  is  for  the  fame  time 
in  the  forenoon,  and  from  two  to 
four  in  the  afternoon, 

44  By  the  thirteenth  rule,  the 
merchant  is  permitted  to  lade  or 
unlade  his  goods,  at  the  lawful 
quays,  from  the  10th  of  September 
to  the  joth  of  March,  between  fun- 
riling  and  funfetting;  and  in  the 
other  half  year,  from  fix  in  the 
morning  to  fix  in  the  evening;  and 
the  officers  appointed  to  attend  the 
lading  and  unlading  mu  ft,  upon 
notice,  be  in  waiting.  Thefe  not 
having  been  altered  by  the  legifla¬ 
ture,  ftill  continue  to  be  the  legal 
hours  of  bufinefs,  though  departed 
from  in  pradlice,  changing  with  the 
manners  of  the  times, 

44  The  table  for  London,  above 
mentioned,  contains  the  fees  pay¬ 
able  to  certain  officers,  and  for  cer¬ 
tain  bufinefs  only  ;  but,  as  the  bull- 
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nefs  of  the  cuftoms  and  number  of 
officers  are  greatly  increafed  fin.ee  the 
Reftoration,  and  confequently  many 
other  fees  are  paid  at  the  cuftom¬ 
houfe,  and  in  the  port  of  London, 
than  are  to  be  found  in  this  table, 
we  required  from  the  office  an  ac¬ 
count  of  all  fees  ufually  taken  by 
the  fcveral  officers  of  the  cuftoms, 
including  patentees,  deputies,  and 
clerksr  and  all  others  of  every  de- 
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fcription  whatever,  in  the  port  of 
London,  diftinguifhing  for  what  bu- 
finefs  or  documents  iuch  lees  are 
paid,  exclufive  of  (lamps. 

“  The  return  to  this  requiiition 
contains  a  diftindt  lift  of  all  the  fees 
taken  by  each  officer  and  clerk  ref- 
pedtiveiy,  in  every  department  of 
the  cuftoms  in  London  ;  and,  con- 
fequently,  it  includes,  though  it 
does  not  diftinguiih  them,  the  fees 
eftablifhed  by  the  legiflature,  as  well 
as  thofe  grounded  upon  ufage,  or  the 
diferetion  of  the  officer.  We  have, 
in  obedience  to  the  injunefions  of 
the  legiflature,  extracted  from  this 
return,  and  annexed  to  onr  exami¬ 
nation  into  each  department,  a  lift 
of  the  fees  taken  by  the  feveral  of¬ 
ficers  and  clerks  in  that  department. 
Such  of  them  as  derive  their  autho¬ 
rity  from  the  order  of  1662  will, 
upon  referring  to  it,  be  found  in  the 
table  eitabliflied  by  that  order. 

44  The  mode  of  colledting  the 
fees  appointed  to  be  paid  to  the  cuf- 
tomer,  controller,  furveyor,  and  fur- 
veyor  general,  in  the  port  of  Lon¬ 
don,  is  fettled  by  the  twenty-fifth 
rule  annexed  to  the  book  of  rates. 
They  are  received  in  one  fum  by 
that  officer,  who  is  to  deliver  the 
cocket  or  certificate  to  the  mer- 
'  chant  ;  and  divided  by  him  among 
thofe  officers,  according  to  the  (hares 
they  are  feverally  entitled  to. 

“  The  gratuities  received  by  thefe 
officers,  are,  in  general,  as  a  re- 
compence  for  bufinels  tranfadled  ei¬ 
ther  out  of  their  proper  department, 
or  out  of  office  hours,  or  upon  the 
fufierance  quays,  or  for  additional 
trouble. 

u  Among  the  profits  attending 
thefe  offices,  we  did  not  require  what 
arofe  from  the  produce  of  feizures. 
This  (pedes  of  emolument  is  con¬ 
fined  to  officers  of  certain  deferip- 
tions  only:  it  is  precarious  in  its 
nature,  very  different  in  different 


years,  much  diminifhed  by  late  re¬ 
gulations  of  the  legiflature,  and 
may,  by  fimilar  regulations  -  here- 
'  after,  there  is  reafon  to  hope,  be 
almoft  extinguiftied  ;  and  therefore 
the  knowledge  of  what  each  officer 
received  from  it  in  the  year  1784 
can  be  no  ground  for  the  regulation 
of  his  future  eftabliffiment  :  but  al¬ 
though  we  did  not  require  it,  many 
of  the  officers  have  included,  among 
their  emoluments,  the  allowances 
they  receive  out  of  the  produce  of 
feizures. 

44  We  purfued,  in  our  inquiries, 
the  arrangement  in  which  the  offi¬ 
cers  are  difpofed  in  the  lift  of  them 
returned  to  us,  and  examined  the 
chief  efficient  officers  in  each  de¬ 
partment  ;  omitting  thefe  who  do 
not  execute  the  bufinefs  of  the  office, 
and  thofe  who  are  placed  in  the  in¬ 
ferior  (rations.  We  have  dated  the 
amount  of  the  falaries  and  allow¬ 
ances,  and  of  the  fees  and  gratuities 
received,  and  of  the  taxes  paid  in 
each  divifion  ;  referring,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  to  the  cuftomhoufe  lift  for  the 
kind  of  inftrument  or  authority  by 
which  each  office  is  holden,  and  for 
the  feparate  receipt  and  payment  of 
each  officer  in  that  divifion,  as  being 
there  inferted  diftindly,  with  the 
net  produce  of  his  employment. 

44  The  officers  are  diftinguifiied 
in  this  lift  into  thirteen  clafles. 

4 4  1  ft.  The  firft  of  them  is  the 
board  and  their  attendants,  of  thefe 
we  examined  Edward  Hooper,  efq* 
the  lenior  commiffioner ;  William 
Stiles,  elq.  the  fecretary ;  Mr. 
George  Robinfon,  the  weftern  clerk; 
Mr.  John  Gale,  the  northern  clerk; 
Mr.  Harry  Hutfon,  the  chief  copy¬ 
ing  clerk  ;  Mr.  James  Powell,  the 
plantation  clerk  ;  Mr.  Thomas 
Shaw,  the  clerk  in  the  bond  office  ; 
and  Mrs.  Bridget  Kelly,  the  houfe- 
keeper. 

4  4  Nine  commiffioners 
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by  commiffion  under  the  great  feal, 
to  hold  their  offices  during  pleafure, 
conftitute  the  board  of  cuftoms.  They 
have  each  two  annual  falaries  ; 
1,00 o/.  under  the  commiffion,  and 
200/.  for  the  quarantine  fervice;  and 
no  other  emolument.  He  pays  annu¬ 
ally  for  taxes  225/p  3 s.  which  reduces 
his  income  to  net  974/.  lys.  a  year. 

44  The  amount  of  the  falaries  paid 
to  this  board  is  10,800/. ;  from  which 
2,026/.  ys.  the  amount  of  the  taxes, 
being  deduced,  an  expence  of  8,773/. 
1 3^.  a  year,  remains  upon  the  public, 

44  The  fecretary  has,  in  his  of¬ 
fice,  four  principal,  and  fourteen 
other  clerks.  They  are  fupported 
by  falaries,  allowances,  fees,  and 
gratuities :  they  all  have  falaries  : 
and  fome  of  them  a  variety,  by  dif¬ 
ferent  inftruments.  The  allowances 
are  confined  to  certain  of  them 
only  :  that  for  the  quarantine  fer- 
vice  is  given  to  the  fecretary,  the 
weftern,  northern,  copying,  ahd 
minute  clerks ;  that  of  the  enume¬ 
rated  poundage,  which  is  one  penny' 
in  the  pound  upon  the  grofs  pro¬ 
duce,  is  divided  into  five  parts,  and 
paid,  two  of  them  to  the  fecretary', 
one  to  the  weftern  and  one  to  the 
northern  clerk ;  and  the  remaining 
fifth  among  the  copying  clerks ; 
one  fifth  of  that  fifth  to  the  fir  ft,  and 
four  fifths  among  the  reft  of  them, 

44  The  fees  taken  in  this  office  are 
grounded  upon  ufage.  They  are 
received  by  the  firft  copying  clerk, 
and  divided  into  eight  parts  ;  five 
for  the  fecretary,  one  for  the  wef¬ 
tern  and  northern  clerks  each,  and 
one  for  himfelf. 

“  The  plantation  clerk,  and  the 
clerk  in  the  bond  office,  have  fepa- 
rate  fees  of  their  own. 

44  The  reft  of  thefe  attendants  are 
n— the  houfekeeper — the  controller 
pf  her  accounts  —  the  furveyor  of 
fhe  buildings— -a  door-keeper— -and, 
fpelfengsrs. 
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44  The  houfekeeper  receives  two 
falaries,  together  425/.  a  year  ;  and, 
fince  the  abolition  of  her  perqui* 
fites  by  the  b  >ard,  in  the  year  1783, 
an  allowance  of  200/.  a  year  in  lieu 
of  them.  She  pays  for  taxes  an¬ 
nually  102/.  1  8j. 

“  A  lift  of  the  fees  and  gratuities 
taken  by  the  officers  in  this  clafs 
is  inferred  in  the  Appendix.  Tfte 
amount  of  the  falaries  and  al¬ 
lowances  paid  to  them  by  the  public 
is  4,394/.  iu.  3*/.  The  fum  paid  by 
the  fubjedl  is  1,808/.  2s.  6~d, ; 
and  for  taxes,  415/.  8s.  Sd. 

44  2d.  The  next  clafs  of  officers 
attending  the  board  confifts  of  five 
divifions  :  firft,  the  officers  for  the 
law  bufinels  ;  fecond,  the  caffiiers 
and  paymafters,  with  their  controls  ; 
third,  the  controllers  and  examiners 
of  the  genera!  accounts  ;  fourth, 
the  infpedtors  of  the  officers  con¬ 
duct  ;  fifth,  officers  for  keeping  ac¬ 
counts  refpedting  trade. 

“  tft.  In  the  firft  divifion  we  ex¬ 
amined  Mr.  John  Tyton,  the  foli- 
citor  for  London  and  the  weftern 
ports ;  Mr.  William  Cooper,  the 
folicitor  for  the  pot  them  ports  ; 
Mr.  George  Litchfield,  the  folici¬ 
tor  for  bonds  and  criminal  pro- 
fecutions  ;  Mr.  John  Arden,  the  de¬ 
puty  infpedtor  of  profecutions  ;  and 
Mr.  William  Richardfpn,  the  de¬ 
puty  regtfter  of  feizures, 

“  The  officers  in  this  divifion, 
W'ho  are  a  charge  upon  the  public, 
are— four  folicitors  —  the  inipedlor 
of  profecutions — the  regifter  of  fei¬ 
zures- — and,  the  auditor  of  the  foli- 
citors  accounts.  The  deputies,  with 
the  clerks  and  meffengers,  are  paid 
by  their  principals,  who  have  al¬ 
lowances  made  to  them  for  that  pur? 
pole,  The  emoluments  of  the  foli¬ 
citors  arife  from  various  falaries  and 
allowances  :  they  have  no  other 
than  their  profeffional  fees  for  the 
bufinels  they  tranfadt,  payable  ei? 
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ther  by  the  defendants  who  are  pro¬ 
secuted,  or  out  of  the  produce  of 
feizures. 

<4  The  infpe&or  of  profecutions 
receives  for  the  duties  of  his  of¬ 
fice,  purfuant  to  a  warrant  of  the 
treafury,  dated  the  4th  of  Auguft 
1687.  a  poundage  of  five  percent, 
upon  theking?s  fhare  of  the  produce 
of  feizures  paid  into  the  exchequer; 
but  the  a 6t  of  the  21ft  of  his  pretent 
majeily,  chapter  the  62L  having 
empowered  the  commiffioners  of  the 
cuftoms  to  order  the  charges  of 
management  to  be  paid  out  of  that 
fhare,  and  the  ium  paid  into  the  ex¬ 
chequer  having  been  confequently 
reduced,  this  officer,  upon  applies** 
tion  la  ft  year- to  the  treafury,  ob¬ 
tained,  as  a  compenfation  for  the 
diminution  of  this  poundage,  an  al¬ 
lowance  of  fuch  a  film  as,  together 
with  the  produce  of  the  poundage, 
made  up  the  grofs  emoluments  of 
bis  office  2,000/.  a  year. 

“  The  regifter  of  feizures  has  two 
falaries,  and  a  fee  of  five  {hillings 
forevery  certificate,  where  the  king’s 
ill  are  amounts  to  ten  pounds  or  up¬ 
wards,  allowed  him  by  the  board 
of  cuftoms.  This  law  department 
is  entirely  fupported  by  the  public, 
at  the  expeace,  la  ft  year,  of  4,390/. 
16s.  g~-d.;  deducing  5 2\/.  gs.  iod. 
the  amount  of  the  taxes. 

ii  2d,  Of  the  fecond  divifion,  the 
gafliiers  and  pay  inafters,  with  their 
feveral  controls  ;  we  examined  Mr, 
John  Mills,  the  affiftant  to  the  re¬ 
ceiver  general;  Mr,  Humphrey 
Bache,  the  chief  teller  ;  Mr.  John 
Dailey,  the  deputy  fupervifor  of 
the  receipts  and  payments  ;  Mr, 
Thomas  Chauntrell,  deputy  re¬ 
ceiver  of  lines  and  forfeitures  for 
London ;  Mr.  William  Williams, 
deputy  receiver  of  fines  and  forfei¬ 
tures  for  the  out  ports  ;  Mr.  Rich¬ 
ard  Stanley,  the  controller  of  thofe 
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Nevill  Zoucb,  his  deputy  ;  and  Mr. 
John  Baffin,  firft  clerk  to  the  ac¬ 
countant  of  petty  receipts. 

44  The  revenue  arifing  from  the 
cuftoms  is  not  all  paid  into  one  trea¬ 
fury.  There  are  in  this  divifton 
three  offices  appointed  for  the  receipt 
of  different  parts  of  it  ;  the  princi¬ 
pal  of  which  is  that  of  the  receiver 
general  ;  the  other  two  are  for  the 
receipt  of  the  fines  and  forfeitures, 
the  one  for  London,  the  other  for 
the  out  ports. 

44  The  firft  of  thefe  offices  con- 
fifts  of  the  receiver  general,  an  af¬ 
fiftant,  two  tellers,  eleven  clerks, 
and  a  meffenger.  The  control  upon 
the  receiver  general,  is,  the  fuper- 
vifer  of  his  receipts  and  payments, 
with  a  deputy  and  two  clerks. ~- 
The  other  two  have  each  a  receiver 
and  clerk;  the  one  for  Londotqhas 
a  deputy,  and  the  other  for  the  out 
ports  a  controller  and  his  clerk. 
This  divifion  includes  like  wife  two 
other  offices  ;  that  of  the  accoun* 
tant  of  petty  receipts,  with  feven 
clerks;  and  that  of  the  receiver  of 
the  fuperannuation  fund,  and  his 
controller. 

44  The  receiver  general  has  a 
variety  of  falaries,  and  one  third  of 
the  poundage  on  the  coinage  duty  ; 
he  receives  foine  ufual  fees  for  en¬ 
tries,  and  fome  gratuities  upon  the 
payments  made  in  his  office.  He 
gives  falaries  to  all  his  affiftants  and 
clerks  ;  befides  which,  they  alfo 
have  the  like  fees  and  gratuities. 

44  The  fupervifor,  the  receiver 
for  the  out  ports,  and  his  controller, 
are  paid  by  falaries  only:  the  re¬ 
ceiver  for  London,  by  allowances, 
and  fees  upon  lales  :  the  accoun¬ 
tant  of  petty  receipts,  by  a  falary, 
and  a  poundage  of  three  pence  half¬ 
penny  upon  the  grofs  produce  of 
feizures. 

44  The  charge  it  brings  upon  the 
public  is  6,765/.  6s.  1 1  \d, ;  upon 
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the  fubjedf,  508/.  ga.  6d. ;  and  the 
amount  of  the  taxes  is  819/.  ion 
1  old. 

44  3d.  The  controllers  and  exa¬ 
miners  of  the  general  accounts  are 
the  third  diviiion.  Of  thefe  we  ex¬ 
amined  Mr.  Joffiua  Powell,  fir  ft  clerk 
to  the  controller  general ;  Mr.  Wil- 
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liam  Saxby,  deputy  to  the  furveyor 
of  the  out  ports  accounts  ;  Mr. 
Charles  May,  attorney  to  the  in- 
fpedtor  and  examiner  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  books  in  the  out  ports  ;  and 
Mr.  James  Powell,  chief  clerk  to 
the  infpetftor  of  the  our  port  collec¬ 
tors  accounts  and  vouchers. 

44  This  diviiion  includes  the  con¬ 
troller  general,  and  thirteen  clerks ; 
the  furveyor  of  the  out  port  ac¬ 
counts,  and  his  deputy  ;  the  infpec- 
tor  of  the  exchequer  books  of  the 
out  ports  :  the  infpedlor  of  the  out 
port  colledlors  accounts  and  vouch¬ 
ers,  and  five  clerks  ;  four  exami¬ 
ners  of  the  out  poi  t  collectors  quar¬ 
ter  books,  and.  three  clerks;  and  two 
other  examiners,  with  a  cierktoeacb. 

44  All  thefe  officers  are  paid  by 
falaries  ;  except  that  the  controller 
general  has  likewife  one  third  of  the 
poundage  on  the  coinage  duty,  and 
his  cleiks  fome  gratuities  for  extra 
fervice  ;  and  the  clerk  to  the  exa¬ 
miner  of  the  lufficiency  of  officers 
fecurities,  receives  lo  ne  fees.  The 
amount  of  the  falaries  and  allow¬ 
ances  to  thefe  officers  was  4,318/. 
17 i.  4.C ;  of  their  fees  and  gratui¬ 
ties,  t  1 2/.  i8n  6 d.\  and  of  the 
taxes  they  paid,  762/.  14*.  o\d, 

44  4th.  Among  the  infpedtors  of 
the  conduct  of  officers,  we  examined 
Thomas  Fanfhaw,  efq.  chief  deputy 
to  the  furveyor  general,  and  Arthur 
Hammond,  efq.  one  of  the  general 
furveyors  attending  in  London. 

44  The  officers  in  this  diviiion 
are,  the  furveyor  general,  three  de¬ 
puties,  and  two  clerks  ;  four  gene¬ 
ral  furveyors  attending  in  London, 
with  a  clerk  and  meffenger ;  two 
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furveyors  of  riding  officers,  and  an 
examiner. 

44  1  he  furveyor  general  receives 
two  falaries  ;  and  fees  according  to 
the  fchedule  in  the  appendix,  which 
correfponds  with  the  legal  table. 

41  The  deputy  outwards,  and  his 
clerk,  have  fees  likewTe. — All  the 
reft  of  the  officers  in  this  diviiion 
are  p  id  by  falaries  only. 

4  4  The  amount  of  all  the  falaries  is 
3,040/. ;  of  the  fees,  i  ,806/.  1  ij.  10k. ; 
and  of  the  taxes,  764/.  i8r.  8d. 

44  3th.  The  laid  diviiion  in  this 
clafs  contains  two  offices,  in  which 
accounts  are  kept  refpedfing  trade. 

44  The  one  is  that  of  the  regifter 
general  of  all  trading  fliips  belong¬ 
ing  to  Greet  Britain,  who  employs 
five  clerks  ;  of  whom  we  examined 
Mr.  Janies  Turner,  the  chief  clerk. 
The  other  is  that  of  the  infpedlor 
general  of  imports  and  exports,  who 
h as  an  affiftant  and  fix  clerks  ;  of 
whom  we  examined  Mr.  John  Tom- 
kyns,  the  affiftant. 

44  Thefe  officers  are  fupported  by 
falaries  only  ;  except  that  the  four 
under  clerks  of  the  regifter  general 
receive  fome  fmall  fees.  The  fala¬ 
ries  to  thefe  officers  amount  to 
1,720/.;  the  fees,  14/.  15 s.  ;  and 
the  taxes,  to  329/.  12s. 

44  3d.  The  third  clafs  of  officers 
are  thofe  employed  in  the  long 
room  at  the  cuitomhoufe.  They 
are  ranged  in  four  divifions,  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  bufmefs  they  are  en¬ 
gaged  in.  The  firft  are  employed  in 
the  foreign  bulinefs,  both  imports 
and  exports  ;  the  ftcond,  in  the 
imports  only  ;  the  third,  in  the  ex¬ 
ports  only  ;  and  the  fourth  are  ad¬ 
ditional  checks  upon  the  imports. 

44  1  ft.  In  the  fit  if  of  thefe  divi¬ 
fions,  we  examined  James  Plume, 
efq.  chief  deputy  to  the  controller 
of  the  cuftoms  ;  Mr.  William  Rich, 
ardfon,  the  deputy  inwards  ;  Mr. 
Henry  Plerd,  the  deputy  outwards; 
Perry  Player,  efq.  the  cuftomer  of 
(H  4)  cloth 
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cloth  and  petty  cuftoms  outwards  ; 
Mr.  William  Reade,  the  deputy  con¬ 
troller  of  the  cloth  and  petty  cuftoms 
inwards  andoutwards;  GeorgeTay- 
leure  Braithwayte,  efq.  the  chief  de¬ 
puty  furveyor  of  fubfidies  and  petty 
cuftoms  for  London  ;  and  Mr. 
Charles  May,  his  deputy  outwards. 

“  There  are  in  this  divilion  three 
different  branches  :  firft,  the  con¬ 
troller,  his  chief  deputy,  his  two 
deputies,  the  one  imvard>,  the 
other  outwards,  and  three  clerks  : 
fecond,  the  cuftomer  ot  cloth  and 
petty  cuftoms,  his  controller,  de¬ 
puty  controller,  and  one  clerk  : 
third,  the  furveyor  of  fublidies  and 
petty  cuftoms  for  London,  his  chief 
deputy,  deputy  outwards,  and  four 
clerks. 

The  payments  to  thefe  officers 
are,  falaries,  and  fees.  The  fea  s  of 
the  controller  and  his  deputy,  and 
of  the  petty  cuftomer,  controller, 
and  furveyor,  are  thofe  inferted  in 
the  legal  table  ;  the  fees  of  the  others 
depend  upon  cuftom, 

“  The  amounr,  in  this  divilion, 
of  the  falaries,  is  950/.  ;  of  the  tees, 
4,459/.  1  or.  4c/.  :  and  of  the  taxes, 
354V.  14J. 

2d.  In  the  fecond  divilion,  we 
examined  William  Suckling,  eft], 
chief  deputy  to  the  collector  inwards; 
Mr.  Martin  Chaliis,  the  clerk  of 
the  ftiips  entties  ;  Mr.  William 
Sims,  the  clerk  of  the  rares;  Mr. 
James  Deacon,  the  receiver  of  the 
grand  receipt;  Mr.  Henry  Gyles, 
the  receiver  of  the  plantation  duties; 
Mr.  William  Mucklow,  the  receiv¬ 
er,  and  Mr.  Hutchinfon  Hotherfall 
Browne,  the  computer  of  the  wine 
duties;  Mr.  Peregrine  Sims,  de¬ 
puty  petty  cuftomer  inwards  ;  Mr. 
Charles  May,  deputy  regifter  of 
warrants  ;  Mr.  Richard  F rewin,  the 
examiner;  Mr.  Philip  White,  the 
computer  of  the  fifteen  per  cent,  on 
muffins ;  Mr.  William  Saxby,  the 
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copying  clerk  of  entries  inwards  ; 
and  Mr.  William  Reade,  the  affiftant 
to  the  clerk  of  the  lliips  entries. 

“  The  officers  employed  in.  the 
import  bullnefs  only,  are,  the  col¬ 
lector,  and  his  deputy  ;  the  col¬ 
lector  of  the  petty  cuftoms,  and  his 
deputy  ;  the  clerk  of  the  (hips  en¬ 
tries,  his  affiftant,  and  two  clerks  ; 
three  leceivers,  and  four  clerks  * 
the  clerk  of  the  rates,  and  three 
clerks;  three  computers,  and  two 
c  erks  ;  two  examiners,  and  three 
clerks;  the  regifter  of  warrants,  and 
his  deputy  ;  and  the  copying  clerk 
of  the  entries  inwards.  All  of  them 
have  falaries,  either  from  the  crown 
or  their  principals  ;  moft  of  them 
fees,  either  eftablilhed  or  cuftom  ary  ; 
and  lome  of  them  gratuities. 

The  amount  of  the  Diaries  is 
1,697/.  8j.  led,  ;  of  the  fees  and' 
gratuities,  6,192/.  qr.  6fd.  ;  and 
of  taxes,  425/.  2 s,  6ld. 

“  7d.  In  the  third  divilion,  which 
are  the  officers  employed  in  the  ex¬ 
port  buftnefs  only,  we  examined 
James  Meller,  eiq.  the  chief  de¬ 
puty  collector  ;  Mr.  William  Bates, 
the  deputy  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Sutton, 
the  affiftant  deputy  and  ftrft  Cocket! 
writer ;  Mr,  }am-s  Dodfmv  the  re¬ 
ceiver  ;  Mr.  Robert  Seymour,  the 
deputy  collector,  and  Mr.  Perry 
Player  Blommart,  the  deputy  con¬ 
troller,  of  the  great  cuftoms  on 
wool  and  leather;  Mr.  Henry 
Buftiby,  the  clerk  of  the  certifi¬ 
cates  ;  and  Mr,  Charles  Caufton, 
the  deputy  ufher. 

“  This  divilion  contains  that 
branch  of  the  office  of  the  collector 
outwards,  called  the  cocket  office  ; 
which  is  executed  bv  the  two  de- 
puties,  the  affiftant  deputy,  the  re¬ 
ceiver,  and  eight  cocket  writers  (of 
whom  the  affiftant  deputy  and  re¬ 
ceiver  are  two),  and  an  extra  cleik„ 
It  includes  likewife  the  collector  of 
the  great  cuftoms  on  wool  and 
*•  1  -  *’  '  leather.; 
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leather,  and  his  deputy  ;  the  con¬ 
troller,  and  his  deputy  ;  the  copy¬ 
ing  clerk  ■  thecleik  of  the  certifi¬ 
cates,  and  his  three  clerks  ;  the 
u  flfer,  his  deputy,  and  clerk  ;  and 
two  watchmen. 

6  In  the  department  of  the  col¬ 
lector  outwards,  he  alone  receives  a 
falary  from  the  crown.  To  home 
of  his  officers  he  pays  falaries  :  all 
of  them,  with  the  collector  himfelf, 
have  fees.  Mod  of  the  remaining 

<y 

officers  in  this  divifion  have  falaries, 
either  from  the  crown  or  their  prin¬ 
cipals  ;  and,  except  the  copying 
clerk,  who  has  two  falaries  only, 
they  all  receive  fees  •  home  of  them 
in  the  eftabliftied  table,  others  cuf- 
tomary  ;  and  to  feme  of  them  gra¬ 
tuities  are  given  ;  they  are  all  dated 
in  tire  fchedule. 

The  expence  to  the  public,  for 
this  divifion,  is  484/.  3 s.  \d.\  to  the 
fubjedf,  8,321/.  in.  jd,  the  taxes 
are  464/.  31.  ?d. 

The  add.ttonal  checks  upon 
the  imposts  are-— five  jerquers,  with 
their  feven  clerks — -the  regifter  of 
the  certificate  cockets,  and  three 
clerks.  We  examined  Mr.  James 
Burne,  the  fbuthern  plaotafion  jer¬ 
ques';  Mr.  William  Buddie,  his 
fir  ft  clerk  ;  Mr.  John  Tombs,  the 
wine  ierauer:  and  Mr.  Ambrofe 

c  J  L  * 

Edwards,  the  fenior  clerk  to  the 
regifter  of  certificate  cockets. 

ie  All  thefe  officers  have  falaries 
paid  by  the  crown,  except  the  clerks 
to  the  regifter  of.  certificates,  who 
gre  paid  by  him.  The  (ees  are  cuf- 
tomary,  and  for  the  mod:  part  upon 
mftruments  entered  in  the  office. 
Gratuities  are  paid  upon  portage 
bills.  All  are  in  the  fchedule;  ex¬ 
cept  an  annual  fettled  payment  of 
one  guinea  by  each  landing  and  de¬ 
puty  king’s  waiter  to  the  firll  clerk 
of  each  jerquer,  for  fame  buiinefs, 
formerly  done  by  the  landing  and 
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king’s  waiter,  and  now  by  the  find 
clerk. 

The  falaries  amounted  to  980/. 
the  fees  to  841/.  igs.  id,  and  the 
taxes,  to  149/.  6s.  4 d. 

ii  An  article  of  commerce,  liable 

to  a  cuftom  duty  upon  importation, 

mull,  to  fecure  the  payment  of  the 

duty  be  watched  from  the  time  the 
« * 

fhip  enters  the  port,  until  the  duty 
is  paid  ;  and  being  forfeited  by  evad« 
ing  the  duty,  it  may  be  purfued  and 
feized.  An  article  liable  to  a  d  uty 
upon  exportation,  mu  ft,  to  prevent 
its  being  changed  or  altered,  be 
guarded  from  the  time  the  duty  is 
paid,  until  the  fhip  has  quitted  the 
port :  and  an  article  entitled  to  a 
drawback  or  bounty  upon  exporta¬ 
tion,  mu  ft,  to  prevent  the  re-land¬ 
ing  it,  be  guarded  from  the  time  the 
merchant  delivers  it  to  the  officer, 
until  the  fhip  has  quitted  the  port. 

“  Hence  arifes  the  neceflity  for 
different  clatTes  of  officers,  to  attend 
upon  and  examine  thefe  articles,  at 
different  ffages,  in  their  paffage  be¬ 
tween  the  ill  ip  and  the  merchant; 
and  to  purfue  them  if  they  efcape 
the  duty. 

“  There  ar.e  alfo  three  fpecies  of 
commerce,  coals,  Eaft  India  goods, 
and  tobacco,  each  of  which  is  ex- 
ten  five  enough  to  require  and  em¬ 
ploy  diffmtft  fets  of  officers  in  the 
management  of  thofe  particular 
branches  only.  Upon  thefe  cir- 
cum fiances  the  diftindtions  of  the 
following  clafles  are  grounded. 

“  4th.  The  fourth  clafs  are,  the 
officers  at  the  waterfide,  for  the  fo¬ 
reign  bufinefs  inwards.  It  confifts 
of  nine  landing  furveyors,  with  two 
affiftants,  a  clerk,  and  a  mefienger; 
thirty-eight  landing  waiters  ;  three 
gaugers  ;  nineteen  patent  king’s 
waiters,  with  as  many  deputies ; 
three  appointers  of  the  weighing 
porters,  who  are  alfo  weighers  in 
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fee  ;  twenty-two  other  weighers  in 
fee  ;  three  weighers  of  iron  ;  ninety- 
eight*  out  of  two  hundred  and 
three,  preferable  weighers  ;  two 
hundred  and  twelve  extia  Weighers  ; 
eig;hreen  noon  tenders  ;  eighty -four 
effcablhbed  and  preferable  wn  cb- 
men  ;  and  an  indefinite  number  of 
extra  watchmen. 

44  In  this  clafs  we  examined  Mr. 
Edmund  Plorrex,  the  lenior  landing 
furveyor ;  Mr.  Samuel  Norman, 
the  affiftant  furveyor  for  the  exa¬ 
mination  of  baggage  ;  Mr.  James 
Dunphey,  one  of  the  landing  wait¬ 
ers  ;  Mr.  William  Parke,  one  of 
the  king’s  gaugers ;  Mr.  William 
Sims,  the  clerk  of  the  rates ;  Mr. 
Samuel  Heckford,  the  fenior  deputy 
king’s  waiter;  Mr.  Cornelius  Floyd, 
one  of  the  appointers ;  Mr.  Stephen 
Thornton,  one  of  the  weighers  in 
fee  ;  and  Mr.  Charles  Lucas,  one 
of  the  preferable  weighers. 

44  The  landing  furveyors  have  all 
the  fame  falary  from  the  crown. 
Thirty-five  pounds  is  allowed  them 
for  every  fale  of  condemned  goods 
"at  the  cuftomhdufe.  Their  fees 
arife  only  from  the  bu fine fs  they 
tranfaft  out  of  office  hours,  and  at 
the  fufferance  quays  ;  and  are  al¬ 
lowed  them  as  a  compenfation  for 
fuch  extraordinary  fur  vice,  under 
the  aft  of  king  William.  Both  the 
allowances  for  the  Tales,  and  the 
fees,  are  divided  equally  among  the 
nine  office! s.  The  firil  fix  received 
aifo  a  prefent  of  Ip’ues  from  (he 
Ea(l  India  company,  valued  at  five 
pounds  four  (hillings  :  but  the  com¬ 
pany  having  fome  time  ago  refolded 
to  difcontinue  this  prefent  to  all  fu¬ 
ture  officers,  the  three  lift,  having 
been  appointed  fince  that  resolution, 
did  nor  receive  the  prefent  ;  which 
occafions  the  difference  in  the  a- 
mount  of  their  fees. 

“  The  Ending  waiters  and^de¬ 


puty  king’s  waiters  are  all  employed 
indit'd iminateiy  in  the  fame  branch 
of  bufmefi;  the  fuperintending  the 
landing  of  ail  foreign  goods  import¬ 
ed.  The  Hilaries  of  the  landing 
waiters  are  equal,  except  that  the 
fix  lad,  called  the  additional  land¬ 
ing  waiters,  have  a  lefs  falary  than 
the  others.  The  fees  are  cuftornary 
payments  by  the  merchants,  upon 
every  fpecies  of  merchandize,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  certain  rate  agreed  upon 
by  them.  The  amount  of  them  to 
each  depends  upon  the  number  and 
value  of  the  fhips  to  which  he  is 
appointed  :  but  as  thefe  officers  are 
not  appointed  to  fhips  by  rotation, 
but  at  the  ’e  left  ion  of  the  commif- 
ftoner  whofe  turn  it  is  to  appoint 
during  the  week,  under  certain  re¬ 
gulations,  there  ariles  from  thence 
a  great  difference  in  the  amount  of 
the  profits  of  thefe  officers,  and  of 
the  deputy  king’s  waiters  in  the 
fame  vear. 

44  The  three  gaugers  have  each 
the  fame  falary.  For  bufinefs  on 
the  lawful' quays  he  h  is  no  fees,  but 
gratuities  from  the  merchants  :  for 
bufinefs  on  the  fufferance  quays,  he 
has  fees  grounded  upon  ufage. 

44  The  patent  king's  waiters  ave 
paid  each  tie. /a me  falary  upon  the 
efiablifhment.  Their  fees  are  only 
thofe  inferred  in  the  lemtl  table  : 
they  are  received  by  the  clerk  of 
the  rates,  and  divided  equally  a- 
mong  them.  The  deputies  have 
no  Hilaries  :  the  profits  of  their  of¬ 
fices  arife  from  fees  and  gratuities 
fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  landing  wait¬ 
ers,  their  bufinefs  being  exactly  the 
fame. 

44  The  appointers,  and  weighers 
in  fee,  have  each  the  fame  falary 
upon  the  efiablifhment.  The  tees 
and  gratuities  received  by  the  for¬ 
mer  are  equally  divided  between 
them  :  thole  to  the  weighers  in  fee 

depend 
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depend  .entirely  upon  the  courtely 
of  the  merchant. 

u  The  preferable  weighers  have 
each  an  incidental  falary,  and  pay 
by  the  day.  Some  merchants  give 
him  a  gratuity,  others  nothing: 
he  claims  no  fee.  The  payments 
and  gifts  ufually  made  by  the  mer¬ 
chants  to  the  officers  in  this  clals 
are  ail  inferted  in  the  Appendix. 
The  amount  of  their  falaries  is 
19,281/.  4s.  Sd.  of  their  other  e- 
moluments,  16,971/.  6s.  6d.-z-  ;  and 
of  their  taxes,  1,481/.  12 s.  yd. 

44  5th.  The  fifth  clafs,  are  the  offi¬ 
cers  at  the  vvaterfide,  for  the  foreign 
bufinefs  outwards.  The  principal 
office  in  this  clafs  is  that  of  the 
fearchers,  which  confids  of  two 
branches  ;  one,  the  patent  fearch¬ 
ers,  the  other,  the  controlling 
fearchers. 

44  The  officers  of  the  firfi  branch 
are— -the  chief  patent  fearcher,  his 
deputy  ;  five  under  patent  fearchers, 
their  ten  deputies,  two  to  each  ;  fix 
clerks  ;  and  an  office-keeper. 

44  The  officers  of  the  fecond 
branch  are- — ten  controllin or  l'earch- 
ers,  and  a  clerk  ;  and  the  furveyor 
of  the  fearchers,  and  two  other 
clerks. 

44  The  other  officers  in  this  clafs 
are— the  debenture  clerk,  and  two 
affiftjnts  ;  four  officers  for  cutting 
off  damps  from  certain  goods  for 
exportation;  a  packer ;  fix  coopers 
and  weighers  ;  and  four  confiables. 

44  There  is  alfo  included  in  this 
clafs  a  fearcber’s  office  at  Gravefend; 
confiding  of  two  patent  fearchers, 
with  each  a  deputy,  and  one  con¬ 
trolling  fearcher. 

44  Of  thefe  officers  we  examined 
Mr,  George  By,  deputy  chief 
fearcher  ;  Mr.  Richard  Devins,  one 
of  the  under  patent  fearchers  ;  Mr. 
Edmund  Robbins,  one  of  the  addi¬ 
tional  deputies  to  the  under  pa¬ 
tent  fearchers ;  Mr.  Robert  Wef- 
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ton,  one  of  the  controlling  fearch¬ 
ers  ;  Mr.  John  Delane,  the  furveyor 
of  the  fearchers  ;  Mr.  ffohn  Han¬ 
kins,  chief  clerk  to  the  patent  fearch¬ 
ers  ;  Mr.  Richard  Price  Jones,  the 
debenture  clerk  ;  Mr.  Edward  Mat¬ 
thews,  one  of  the  officers  for  cut¬ 
ting  off  the  damps  ;  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Bifhop,  one  of  the  coopers  and 
weighers  in  the  fearcher’s  office ; 
and  Mr.  Henry  Thames  Rogt  rs, 
one  of  the  deputy  patent  feaichers 
at  Gravefend. 

44  All  the  officers  in  this  clafs  are 
paid  falaries  by  the  crown,  except 
the  deputy  to  the  chief  patent 
feaf’cher,  the  deputies  and  clerks  to 
the  patent  fearchers,  the  debenture 
clerk.:.,  the  private  clerk  to  the  con¬ 
trolling  fearchers,  and  the  office- 
keeper  ;  whofe  falaries  are  paid 
chiefly  by  their  principals.  All  of 
them,  except  the  furveyor  of  tpe 
fearchers,  the  commiffioners  clerk, 
the  chief  packer,  and  the  condables, 
receive  fees.  Thofe  of  the  patent 
officers  are  in  the  ancient  table  : 
thofe  of  the  other  officers  are  either 
cudomary,  or  gratuitous,  or  for  ex¬ 
tra  fervice  ;  they  are  all  in  the  fche- 
dule  annexed. 

44  By  a  minute  of  the  board  of 
cufloms,  dotted  the  24th  of  April 
1695,  made  under  the  authority 
given  to  them  by  the  aft  of  king 
William,  the  fearchers  are  allowed 
to  receive  fuch  moderate  recom- 
pence  lor  their  extraordinary  fervice 
and  attendance,  as  the  met  chants 
will  willingly  give. 

•SThe  patent  fearchers,  the  de¬ 
puties,  and  the  controlling  fearch¬ 
ers,  divide  in  equal  (hares  the  fees 
and  gratuities  they  colled  in  their 
feveral  departments.  The  charge 
of  this  clafs  to  the  public  is 
3,875/.  i/s.  6 d.  to  the  merchants, 
13,880/.  ;s.  4 d.  and  the  amount  of 
the  taxes,  747/.  1  jj.  2 d. 

44  6.  The  fixth  clafs,  contains  the 

officers 
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officers  in  the  king’s  warehouse. 
Thefe  are  a  furveyor,  two  affifi- 
ants,  and  a  clerk  ;  four  warehoufe- 
keepers,  one  for  the  crown,  with  a 
deputy  ;  another  for  the  coiledtor 
inwards,  with  two  clerks  ;  the  third 
for  cambricks  and  other  goods,  with 
a  controller  ;  and  the  fourth  for 
the  king’s  victualling  ftores  ;  two 
appraifers,  with  their  two  deputies, 
and  a  controller  ;  an  examiner  of 
foreign  bowks  ;  a  hamper  of  Italian 
wrought  ti Iks ;  a  cooper  ;  eighteen 
weighers  ;  and  five  lockers.  . 

ii  We  examined  Mr.  jofeph  He- 
theiing  on,  the  furveyor  ;  Mr.  Ro- 
bert  Trott,  deputy  warehoufekeeper 
lor  he  crown  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Chaun- 
trell,  warehoufekeeper  for  the  col- 
ledtor  inwards  ;  Mr.  Richard  Snow, 
one  of  the  deputy  appraifers  ;  and 
Mr.  Rob  rt  Tayler,  the  warfhoufe- 
keeper  for  victualling  {lores. 

“  Thefe  officers  are  fupported  by 
falaries,  paid,  for  the  molt  part,  out 
of  public  money,  by  a  poundage 
upon  the  produce  of  the  enumerat¬ 
ed  goods,  and  by  cuffomary  fees  and 
gratuities,  as  inferted  in  the  fche- 
dule.  The  amount  of  the  falaries 
and  poundage  was  3,  ,48/.  8s.  2d.  of 
the  fees  and  gratuities  1,318/.]  8s.  6d. 
and  of  the  taxes,  195/.  18 s.  5 

7 th.  The  officers  employed  in  the 
coal  Ixifinefs,  which  are  the  leventh 
clafs,  are-— the  collector,  and  two 
clerks  ;  the  controller  and  one 
clerk  ;  and  the  examiner. 

“  We  examined  Robert  Weflon 
and  Hugh  Bifshopp,  efquires,  the 
collector  and  controller.  The  three 
principal  officers  are  paid  by  fala- 
ries  ;  and  the  two  fir.ll  of  them, 
with  their  cletks,  have  fees  likewife 
grounded  upon  ufage.  The  amount 
of  the  fir  ft  was  550 /.  of  the  fecond, 
460/.  16s.  6d.  and  of  the  taxes, 
64/.  IO.f. 

“  The  coafl  bufinefs  is  the  duty 

of  the  eighth  clafs ;  of  which  we 


examined  four  officers ;  Mr.  George 
Wellhead,  the  deputy  under  the  coi~ 
left  or  outwards;  Mr.  John  Cromp¬ 
ton,  his  firfi  clerk  ;  Mr.  John  Gar- 
brand  fLffard,  the  deputy  control- 
itr  ;  and  Mr.  Edward  Whitehoufe, 
the  furveyor  of  the  coaftwaiters, 

“  The  officers  that  compoie  this 
clafs  are — >the  colledtor,  his  deputy, 
and  three  clerks ;  the  controller, 
and  his  deputy  ;  a  clerk  of  the  coaft 
bufinefs  ;  the  furveyor ;  and  eigh¬ 
teen  coaftwaiters.  Except  the  clerks 
under  the  collector,  and  the  deputy 
controller,  who  have  falaries  from 
their  principals,  all  the  refi  are  p  fief 
falaries  by  the  public;  but  every 
officer  receives  cufiomary  fees,  and 
gratuities  for  extra  lervice,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  felted ule  annexed,  The 
expence  of  this  clafs  to  the  crown  was 
958/.  to  the  fubjept,  2,487/.  1  8s.  idn 
and  they  paid  for  taxes  3 cl.  9s. 

il  gth.  The  ninth  clafs  of  officers, 
are  thole 'employed  in  the  Eaff  India 
warehoufes.  They  are— a  furveyor; 
an  infpedtor  of  the  delivery  of  alt 
unrated  Eaff  Iqdia  goods,  with  each 
an  affifiant  and  clerk ;  two  ware- 
houfekeepers  ;  two  controllers,  and 
ajerquer  for  prohibited  Eaft  India 
goods ;  twelve  other  vvarehoufe- 
keepets ;  four  controllers  ;  three 
examiners ;  and  fifty -fix  lockers. 

“  Of  thefe  we  examined  Mr. 
William  Richmond,  furveyor  of 
thefe  warehoufes  ;  Mr.  Thomas 
Collingwood,  his  affifiant  ;  Mr. 
David  Maclean,  affifiant  to  the  in- 
fpedlor  ;  Mr.  James  Seddon,  one  of 
the  warehoufekeepers  for  prohibited 
Eafi  India  goods  ;  and  Mr.  Francis 
Coke  their  controller. 

“  Salaries  are  paid  out  of  the  re¬ 
venue  to  all  thefe  officers,  except  to 
the  clerk  to  the  furveyor,  and  the 
affifiant  and  clerk  to  the  infpedtor, 
and  thefe  have  no  other  emolument 
than  falaries  from  their  principals. 
Mofl  of  the  others  have  cufiomary 

fees  j 
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fees,  and  gratuities*  The  falarics 
amounted  to  4,29  /.  1  8s.  6d.  the  fees 
Sind  gratuities  to  3,362/,  Qs.  A^d.  and 
the  taxes,  to  185"/.  84.  1  od. 

t!>  10th.  The  officers  employed 
in  the  tobacco  bufinefs  is  a  diftinC 
clafs.  They  are— -the  regifter  ge¬ 
neral,  and  five  clerks  ;  two  clerks 
under  the  collector  inwards,  and  two 
under  the  controller  ;  an  examiner; 
and  fixteen  other  officers  and  attend¬ 
ants, 

44  We  examined  Mr*  Henrv  Hal- 

J 

comb,  the  regifter  general,  and  Mr. 
Charles  Th redder,  one  of  the  clerks 
for  the  inland  tobacco  branch  under 
the  collector  inwards. 

i‘-  Every  one  of  thefe  officers  has 
a  faiary  from  the  public.  The 
clerks  to  the  colledlor  and  control¬ 
ler,  and  the  lockers,  with  their  fu- 
perintendant,  have  fees  and  gratui¬ 
ties  alfo,  as  in  the  fchedule*  Their 
falaries  amounted  to  1,892/,  their 
fees  and  gratuities,  to  209/.  igs,  and 
their  taxes,  to  196/,  14m  4 d. 

“  j ith.  Mr.  John  Sherlock,  thefur- 
veyor  of  the  land  carriage  officers, 
gave  us  information  relative  to  the 
land  guard  ;  which  con  fids  of  him- 
felf,  Seventeen  land  carriage  officers, 
and  three  riding  officers.  The  only 
payments  to  ail  thefe  officers  are  fa- 
laries  out  of  the  revenue  ;  the  a- 
mount  of  them  was  810/.  and  of 
their  taxes,  2/.  iom 
fi  1 2th.  The  water  guard,  being 
the  twelfth  clafs,  is  compofcd  of  a 
Purveyor  for  building  (loops  and 
boats,  and  two  clerks  ;  a  furveyor 
for  the  adt  of  navigation,  and  one 
clerk  ;  four  infpediors  of  the  river  ; 
eight  eftabliftied  tide  furveyors ; 
nine  tide  waiters  adding  as  furveyors  ; 
fix  local  furveyors  ;  two  regi iters, 
and  a  clerk;  feventy-two  eflabliflied 
tidewaiters  on  the  fuperior  lift  one 
hundred  and  twenty  on  the  interior 
1  i  ft,  ?  h  ree  h  11  n  d  red  a  n  d  fi  tty  -  fi  x  p  r e  fe  r- 
able  ;  fifty-fix  eftabliftied  watermen, 


C12  5) 

ninety-feven  preferable  ;  and  an  in¬ 
definite  number  of  extra  both  tide- 
waiters  and  watermen. 

“  Of  the  officers  in  this  clafs,  we 
examined  Mr.  Samuel  Brown,  the 
furveyor  for  building  (loops  ;  Mr, 
John  Jarratt,  the  furveyor  for  the 
ad  of  navigation  ;  Mr.  Robert 
Wdket,  one  of  the  river  infpedtors  ; 
Mr.  Matthew  Popplewell,  the  fenior 
tide  furveyor  ;  Mr.  Richard  Burr, 
one  of  the  tidewaiters  ailing  as  fur¬ 
veyor  ;  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Orbie, 
one'of  the  eflabliflied  tidewaiters  in 
in  the  fuperior  lift. 

■  “  All  the  officers  and  affifiants  in 
this  clafs  (except  three  of  the  clerks, 
whole  falaries  are  paid  by  their  prin¬ 
cipals)  receive  lalaries  or  pay  from 
the  crown,  and  many  of  them  fees 
and  gratuities.  The  falaries  and 
pay  amounted  to  35,911/.  4 s.  their 
tees  and  gratuities,  to  1,321/.  14*.  9 d. 
and  the  raxes,  to  157/.  i6j.  2d. 

“  13th.  The  laft  ciafs  in  this  lift 
contains  the  officers  for  the  four  and 
half  per  cent.  duty.  We  examined 
one  of  them,  Mr.  William  Lawlefs, 
clerk  to  the  hufband.  This  duty, 
though  colle&ed  in  the  office  of  the 
cuftoms,  does  not  belong  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  nor  are  the  charges  of  conduc¬ 
ing  it  paid  out  of  a  public  fund  ; 
except  in  two  inftances  ;  the  ware* 
houfekeeper  has  a  faiary  of  36/.  4 s* 
and  the  lockers,  72 /.  8s.  paid  to 
them  out  of  the  revenue  of  the  cuf¬ 
toms 

“  We  have  given  the  ftate  of 
this  department,  as  returned  to  us 
by  the  board  of  cuftoms,  and  have 
added  108/.  12s.  to  he  charges  up¬ 
on  the  revenue,  and  8d.  to  the 
amount  of  the  taxes. 

“  It  appears  from  this  inquiry, 
that  in  the  year  1784,  one  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  fix  officers,  clerk*, 
and  affillants,  with  an  indefinite 
number  of  inferior  at  enda  us,  were 
employed  in  the  management  of  the 
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revenue  of  the  cuftoms,  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  to  the  public,  in  fa  1. -tries  and 
allowances,  of  1 10,763/.  9^.  ; 

and  to  the  fubjedt,  in  fees  and  gra¬ 
tuities,  of  64,079 /.  Si.  :  that  the 
payment  back  to  the  public,  in  taxes, 
was  9,874/.  1  3 j.  10 d.  which,  being 
deducted  from  the  amount  of  the 
faiaries  and  allowances,  leaves  a 
real  charge  -upon  the  public  of 
of  100,888/.  1  5 -r.  this  being 

added  to  the  amount  of  the  fees  and 
.gratuities,  gives  164,968/.  3 i.  6r/-|-, 
rhe  total  expence  incurred  by  the 
public  and  fubjedL  on  account  of 
the  officers  of  this  revenue,  in  the 
office  of  the  cuftoms  and  port  of 
London. 

44  One  of  the  objedts  propofed  by 
the  a£t  that  diredts  our  condudf,  is, 

44  that  a  lefs  expeniive  method  of 
44  collediing  the  duties  and  taxes 
44  may  from  henceforth  be  eftablifh- 
44  ed  and,  to  that  tnd,  we  are 
44  enjoined  to  report  what  defedts 
44  we  have  obferved,  during  the 
44  course  of  our  examinations  and 
“  proceedings,  in  the  prefent  mode 
14  of  collediing  the  public  monies  ; 
44  and  to  report  fuch  regulations  as, 
44  in  our  judgment,  {hall  appear  fit 
“  and  expedient  to  be  eftabliftied, 
44  in  order  that  the  duties  railed  for 
44  the  public  fervice  may  hereafter 
44  be  received  in  the  manner  the 
44  mold  advantageous  to  the  pub- 
44  lie.” 

44  In  an  office  that  embraces  fo 
many  objedts  :  that  employs  Inch  a 
number  of  officers,  in  diftridts  fo 
many  and  fo  remote  from  each 
other  ;  that  has  undergone  no  revi- 
fion,  that  we  can  difeover,'  fince  its 
intlitution  ;  it  may  reasonably  be 
expedted  that  fuch  an  office  will  af¬ 
ford  much  matter  for  regulation. 

“  What  has  occurred  to  us  in  the 
courfe  of  this  inquiry  is  grounded 
upon  principles  few  and  fimple,  and 
has  for  its  objedt,  that  which  the 


adt  points  out  to  us,  frugality  in  the 
colledtion  and  management  of  the 
revenue  :  an  objedt  it  is  the  part  of 
wil'dom  at  all  times  to  attend  to  j 
but,  in  the  prelent  condition  of  the 
finances  of  this  country,  it  is  fo  in- 
timitely  connected  with  thejuftice, 
honour,  and  well-being  of  the  date, 
that  to  negledt  it  is  to  draw  into  pe¬ 
ril  the  public  charadter  and  fafety. 

“  The  regulations  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  revenue  of  the 
eiiitoms,  which  it  is  our  duty  to 
lugged;  to  the  wifdorn  of  the  legif- 
lature,  reft  upon  thefe  principles  : 
— firft,  no  office  fliould  be  h olden 
but  by  legal  tenure fecondly, 
every  office  fliould  have  an  ufeful 
duty  annexed  to  it ; —  thirdly,  every 
officer  fliould  execute,  himfelf,  the 
duty  of  his  office  fourthly,  offices 
where  the  duty  is  of  the  fame  kind, 
fliould  be  confolidated. 

44  Some  offithe  offices  of  the  cuf¬ 
toms  have  been  the  fubjedt  of  many 
adts  of  parliament. 

44  By  the  act  of  the  14th  of  Rich¬ 
ard  II.  chap.  10.  for  the  relief  of 
the  common  profit  of  the  realm,  it 
is  ordained,  44  that  no  cultomer, 
‘4  controller,  fearcher,  weigher,  or 
44  finder,  have  any  fuch  office  for 
44  term  of  life  or  of  years,  but  only 
4 4  fo  long  as  fhall  pleafe  the  king, 
44  notwithftanding  any  patent  or 
44  grant  made  to  any  to  the  con- 
44  trary.” — The  17th  of  the  fame 
king,  chap.  g.  ordains,  44  that  (a- 
44  mong  other  officers)  no  fearcher, 
44  collector,  or  controller  of  the 
44  cuftoms,  fhall  have  eftate  in  his 
44  office  for  term  of  life  or  years  ; 
44  and  if  any  letters  patents  be  made 
4<  to  the  contrary,  they  fhall  be 
44  clearly  annulled  and  void.”' — 
The  1  ft  of  Henry  lVr.  chap.  13. 
enjoins,  44  that  this  laft  ftttute  be 
44  firmly  holden  and  kept,  and  put 
44  in  due  execution  ;”with  this  addi¬ 
tion,  44  that  cuftomers  and  controls 
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44  lers,  in  every  port  of  England, 
‘Vffhall  be  refident  upon  their  offices 
44  in  their  proper  perfons,  Vvithout 
14  making  any  deputy.”— The  4th  of 
Henry  IV.  chap.  2 o.  confirms  the 
la  ft  ffatute,  and  dirt  Us  that  the  cui- 
tomers  and  controllers  fh;dl  be  fvvorn 
to  obiervp  the  fame*—The  1 3 1 h  of 
Henry  the  IV.  chap.  5.  confirms 
both  the  proceeding  abb,  and  adds, 
44  that  all  customers,  controllers, 
44  gaugers  of  wine,  and  fc  a  refer?, 

44  i h all  be  continually  refident  and 
44  abiding  upon  their  offices,  fo  th  t 
44  no  fuch  officer  be  abfent  from  his 
44  office  by  three  weeks  at  the  moil, 
44  upon  pain  to  lofe  his  office,  un- 
44  lefs  he  be  in  the  king’s  fer.vi.ee 
44  of  record.”— By  the  311!  of  Hen¬ 
ry  V  I.  chap.  5.  it  is  enabled,  44  that 
44  all  letters  patent  made  of  the  of- 
44  ficts  of  {'catcher,  collector  of  cuff 
44  tom?,  or  controller,  again  ft  the 
44  effebf  of  the  preceding  ftatutes, 
44  ffiall  be  void.” 

44  By  the  lifts  returned  to  us  from 
the  office  of  the  cuftoms,  and  from 
the  treafury,  it  appears,  that  in  the 
port  of  London  the. offices,  of  collec¬ 
tor  inwards,  collector  outwards,  con¬ 
troller  inwards  and  outwards,  con¬ 
troller  of  cloth  and  petty  cuftoms 
inwards  and  outward?,  and  control¬ 
ler  general,  are  holden  by  letters 
patent  for  term  of  life  or  lives,  ex- 
prefsly  contrary  to  the  abls  above 
mentioned  :  and,  from  the  evidence 
before  us,  it  appears,  that  the  fame 
offices  (except  that  of  the  controller 
general),  together  with  the  offices 
of  controller  of  great  cuftoms  on 
wool  and  leather,  chief  patent 
fearcher,  four  of  the  under  patent 
.fearchers,  and  the  two  patent  fearch- 
eis  at  Gravefend,  are  linecures  ; 
and  that  thefe  officers  have  not  been 
refident  upon  their  offices,  purfuant 
to  the  injunctions  of  the  fame  fta¬ 
tutes.  How  far  thefe  letters  patent 
for  life  are  by  fume  of  thefe  ftatutes 
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liable  to  be  vacated  for  defeU  of 
power  to  grant,  or  how  far  the 
finecure  offices  are  by  others  of  (hem 
liable  to  forfeiture  for  non -re  (kit  nee, 
we  are  not  competent  to  decide  : 
but,  whatever  may  be-  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  ffatute,*,  there  are  cir- 
cum  fiances  within  our  cognizance, 
attending  thefe  and  many  other  of 
the  offices  of  the  cuftoms,  on  which 
we  are  warranted  to  ground  an  opi¬ 
nion,  that  they  ought  many  of  them 
to  he  fuppreffed.  and  others  to  un¬ 
dergo  material  alterations. 

4*  The  offices  wre  allude  to  are 
either  entire  departments,  including 
principals,  deputies,  and  clerks  ; 
or  the  office  of  the  principal  only. 
They  may  be  diftinguifhed  under 
three  daffies  : -—-fir  ft,  where  the  buff- 
ntfs  tran fabled  in  the  office  is  u fie¬ 
ld's  ; — -fecond,  where  the  bufinefs  is 
ufeful,  but  the  officer  becomes  u fie¬ 
lds  by  converting  his  office  into  a 
finecure; — third,  where  the  bull- 
nd's  is  ufeful,  and  ext  cured  by  the 
officer,  but  properly  belongs  to,  and 
fhould  be  united  with,  the  duty  of 
fame  other  office. 

44  In  the  fir  ft  clafs,  the  whole  of¬ 
fice  fhould  be  abolifhed,  as  a  ufelefs 
expence  to  the  public,  Iiv  the  fe¬ 
cund  clais,  the  office  mu  ft  remain, 
and  the  finecure,  only  be  fuppreffed, 
be  vacating  the  appointment  of  the 
officer,  he  having  rendered  himfelf 
a  ufelefs  member  of  that  depart¬ 
ment.  In  the  third  clafs,  the  of¬ 
fices  fhould  be  confolidated,  or  one 
of  them  fuppreffed  as  being  fuper- 
ffuous,  and  the  duty  transferred  to, 
or  incorporated  with,  the  duty  of 
the  other. 

44  In  our  examination  of  the  of¬ 
fices,  with  a  view  to  thefe  regula- 
tions,  we  have  purified  the  order  m 
which  they  are  arranged  in  the  ac¬ 
count  tranfmitted  to  us  from  the  of¬ 
fice  cf  the  cuftoms. 

44  The  offices  of  .the  firft  clafs, 
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where  the  duty  annexed  to  them  is 
ufelefs,  are — the  infpeftor  of  pro- 
fecutions — the  regider  of  feizures — 
the  infpedtor  and  examiner  of  ex-* 
chequer  books  in  rhe  out  ports — - 
the  furveyor  general — the  furveyor 
of  fubfidies  and  petty  cudoms  in 
the-'  port  of  London  and,  the  re* 
gifter  of  warrants. 

“  We  received  information  rela¬ 
tive  to  fome  of  thefe  offices,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  their  former  examinations, 
from  Mr.  John  Baffin,  the  firlt 
clerk  in  the' office  of  the  accountant 
of  petty  receipts  ;  Mr.  James  Ste¬ 
ven  fon,  fir'll  clerk  in  the  inward  de- 
partment  of  the  furveyor  of  the 
c adorns  ;  and  Mr.  Peregrine  Sims, 
the  deputy  furveyor  general  in¬ 
wards.  ■ 

44  The  office  of  infpeffor  of  pro- 
fecutions  was  indituted  in  the  year 
1686,  for  the  purpofe  44  of  taking 
44  care  that  informations  concerning 
44  uncudomed  ah\d  prohibited  goods 
44  might  be  effectually  pro  (ecu  ted, 
4<  and  that  the  fines  and  revenues 
44  be  duly  brought  to  the  king’s  ac- 
44  count.”  At  that  time  common 
informers  mig’nt  inftitute  and  carry 

,  ^  j 

on  profecutions  for  breaches  of  the 
laws  of  the  cudoms,  without  the 
intervention  or  knowledge  of  the 
board  of  cudom?^  and  therefore 
iu eh  an  officer  might  then  be  of 
fome  ufe  ;  but  fince  the  a£t  of  the 
1 2th  of  George  I.  chap.  28.  con¬ 
fined  this  power  to  his  majefty’s  at¬ 
torney  general  and  the  officers  of 
this  revenue,  the  board  of  cudoms 
are  privy  to  all  legal  proceedings  on 
thefe  ftatutes.  An  account  of  the 
ihares  of  the  crown,  anting  from 
feizures  in  the  hands  of  the  receiv¬ 
ers  for  London  and  the  out  ports,  is 
laid  regularly  before  the  board  ;  they 
order  the  payments  into  the  exche¬ 
quer,  and  the  tallies  are  produced 
to  the  accountant  of  petty  receipts. 
The  fums  due  to  the  crown,  reco¬ 


vered  by  the  Solicitors,  are  paid  by 
them  into  the  exchequer,  either  by 
order  of  the  board,  or  of  courfe  ; 
their  accounts  are  laid  before  the 
board,  and  they  produce  the  tallies 
to  the  auditor  of  their  accounts. 
The  inf}  ledfor  of  profecutions  re¬ 
ceives  no  information  relative  to 
thefe  fhares  but  from  fome  office  in 
the  cudoms.  He  is  indebted  for  all 
bis  entries  to  the  regider  of  feizures, 
the.  books  of  the  folicitors,  the  cer¬ 
tificate  of  the  accountant  of  petty 
rece’prs,  or  the  minutes  of  the 
board. 

4 4  Since  then  the  board  of  cuf- 
tems  either  have,  or  may  have,  full 
knowledge,  in  every  cafe,  both  of 
the  (bares  of  the  crown,  and  of  the 
films-  paid  under  that  denomination 
into  the  exchequer,  any  further 
check  upon  thefe  payments  feems 
to  be  utterly  unnecelfary  ;  and  heavy 
has  been,  and  dill  is,  the  expence 
to  the  public  for  this  ufelefs  office. 
By  a  warrant  of  the  treafury,  dated 
the  4th  of  Augud  1687,  it  appears 
that  this  was  not  intended  at  firft  to 
be  an  edablilhed  office.  The  corn- 
penfation  allowed  the  officer  was  a 
poundage  of  twelve  pence  upon  the 
fum  paid  into  the  exchequer.  This 
poundage  has  dwelled  to  a  very  con- 
fiderable  magnitude ;  the  average 
annual  amount  for  ten  vears,  end- 
ing  with  the  year  1781,  appears, 
from  an  account  of  the  net  fums 
received  annually  by  the  infpedtor 
of  profecutions,  to  have  been 
3,676/.  13^.  3 d The  fhares  of 
the  crown  being  diverted,  by  an  a6t 
of  that  year,  from  the  exchequer 
to  the  payment  of  the  charges  ot 
management  in  the  office  of  the  cuf- 
toms,  and  the  profits  of  this  office 
being  confequently  diminifhed,  this 
officer  obtained,  by  his  memorial  to 
the  treafury  lad  year,  a  warrant  for 
the  payment  of  fuch  an  addition  to 
the  produce  of  the  poundage,  as 

would 
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Would  make  up  the  grofs  profit  of 
his  office  2000/.  a  year,  for  hirn- 
feif,  deputy,  and  clerks,  until  fuch 
time  as  the  merits  of  his  cafe  fiiould 
be  fully  fubmitred  to  the  confidefa- 
tion  of  parliament^ 

44  The  regiffer  of  feizures  regif- 
ters  the  indenture  of  apprailement  ; 
a  mb  having  compared  this  entry 
with  the  writ  of  delivery,  he  an- 
hexes  to  the  writ  a  certificate  that 
the  goods  inferred  therein  agree  with 
thole  in  the  indenture*  A  cop^  of 
this  regiffer  is  fent  every  year  to  the 
board  of  treafury,  and  abftrafts  to 
the  barons  of  his  majefty’s  exche¬ 
quer*  As  the  indenture  of  appraife- 
nient  is  made  out  by  the  warehoufe- 
keeper,  and  the  writ  of  delivery, 
which  parities  the  indenture,  and 
blues  out  of  the  court  of  exchequer 
after  condemnation  of  the  goods, 
is  executed  by  the  fame  officer, 
jointly  with  other  officers,  there 
does  not  fee  in  to  be  any  neceffity 
for  the  intervention  of  a  third  of¬ 
ficer,  to  fee  that  thofe  two  inffru- 
ments  agree  ;  and  whatever  infor¬ 
mation  may  be  requisite,  for  the 
board  of  treafury  or  the  barons  of 
the  exchequer,  may  be  eafily  pro¬ 
cured  from  the  office  of  the  fcware- 
houfekeeper. 

The  office  of  infpedtor  and  ex¬ 
aminer  of  the  exchequer  books  in 
the  out  ports,  is  merely  nominal: 
it  has  neither  deputy  nor  clerk  :  no 
duty  is  annexed  to  it :  no  bufinefs 
whatever  tranfaCled  in  it.  It  is  a 
iinecure  of  neceffity  j  but  the  of¬ 
ficer  has  a  falary  of  300/,  a  year. 

<4  A  cohtroul  upon  every  officer 
who  receives  and  pays,  is  an  effien- 
tial  part  of  the  coiiftitution  of  an 
office  of  revenue  ;  but  this  has  its 
bounds;  the  checks  upon  the  fame 
fubjedt  may  be  too  numerous  :  the 
fecurity  is  weakened  where  the  num¬ 
ber  appointed  to  the  fame  duty  is  fo 
great,  that  each  being'  tempted  to 
1788. 
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rely  upon  the  diligence  of  the  reft, 
neglects  his  own  duty,  or  borrows 
from  the  induftry  of  his  coad¬ 
jutors. 

44  The  duties  inwards  are  cotm~ 
puted,  and  the  accounts  of  them 
kept,  by  fix  different  embers.  Four 
of  them,  the  controller,  furveyor 
general,  furveyor,  and  examiner,  are 
checks  upon  the  collector  i  the  clerk 
of  the  rates  is  his  affffianr.  Three 
of  them,  the  controller,  furveyor 
general,  and  furveyor,  are  alfo 
checks  upon,  and  keep  the  fame  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  duties  outwards,  with 
tb£  collector  outwards. 

44  The  import  into  the  port  of 
London  is  the  moil  productive 
fource  of  the  revenue  of  the  cuf- 
tom's  i  the  objeCts  are  numerous  ; 
the  computation  is  difficult ;  and 
the  bufinefs  continual :  fo  that  the 
controller,  who  is  the  proper  check 
upon  the  collector,  is  alone  not  fuff 
ficient ;  but,  with  the  a  Affiance  of 
the  two  efficient  officers,  the  clerk 
of  the  rates  and  the  examiner,  the 
colledor  may  reft  fecure  in  the  ac¬ 
curacy  of  his  computation  and  re¬ 
ceipt,  if  he  finds,  upon  comparing 
them,  the  accounts  of  thofe  three 
officers  agree  with  his  own. 

il  The  duties  outwards  are  fo  in- 
confiderable,  that  a  fingle  check 
upon  the  collection,  that  of  the 
controller  only,  feeriis  fully  Ef¬ 
ficient  :  fhould  another  be  thought 
requifite,  the  copying  clerk,  who 
attends  the  checks  to  compare  the 
defeription  of  the  goods  upon  his 
bill  with  the  like  defeription  upon 
the  warrant,  may  be  directed  to 
compute  and  fum  up  the  duties  like- 
wife.  Should  this,  though  reduced 
in  number,  be  deemed  a  Efficient 
guard  upon  the  collection  of  thefe 
two  branches  of  the  revenue,  the 
offices  of  furveyor  general,  and  fur¬ 
veyor  (the  principal  of  which  are 
fine  cures),  with  their  deputies  and 
(I)  clerks? 
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clerk?,  will  become  ufelefs,  and  may 
be  fuppreffied  ;  no  other  bufinefs  be¬ 
ing  tranfacled  in  either  of  thefe  of¬ 
fices  than  what  is  t ran  faded  in  the 
offices  of  the  remaining  checks  : 
and,  ffiould  the  iegiflature  judge  it 
confident  with  their  wildom  to  adopt 
that  meafure,  fo  important  in  its 
confequences,  the  conlohdation  of 
the  cuffiom  duties,  the  reafon  for  re¬ 
ducing  the  number  of  checks  will 
become  dill  {Longer,  as  the  difficul¬ 
ties  of  the  computation  will  be  re¬ 
moved,  the  number  of  entries  upon 
every  bill,  and  in  every  book,  re¬ 
duced,  and  the  labour  of  every  of¬ 
ficer  greatly  di  min  idled. 

“  The  reorder  of  warrants  enters 
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in  a  book  copies  of  all  the  entries 
inwards  in  the  port  of  London,  and 
fends  it  to  the  exchequer.  The 
colledlor  inwards,  and  all  the  other 
patent  officers  concerned  in  that 
collection,  a'-e  equally  obliged  to 
fend  to  the  exchequer  their  port 
books,  which  contain  the  very  fame 
entries.  If  there  is  any  necelfity, 
therefore,  for  this  fervice,  it  is  fuf- 
ficiently  performed  without  the  af- 
fidancc  of  the  regider  of  war¬ 
rants. 

“To  five  of  thefe  offices  dome 
duty  appears  to  be  annexed  ;  but  it 
is  a  duty,  from  the  pertormance  of 
which  the  public  receive  no  benefit. 
The  revenue  will  be  conducted  with 
equal  accuracy  and  lecurity  if  they 
do  not  ex  id  ;  and,  on  the  contrary, 
by  the  fuppremon  of  them,  and  of 
that  of  the  infpeclor  and  examiner 
of  the  exchequer  books  in  the  out 
ports,  to  which  no  duty  is  annexed, 
the  expence  of  fupporting  fix  line- 
cure  offices,  five  of  them  held  by 
patent,  and  one  by  conftitution, 
will  be  faved  to  the  public  ;  and  to 
the  merchant,  the  fees  he  now  pays 
to  the  deputies  and  clerks  of  fome 
of  them. 

The  tranfmiffion  of  port  books 
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to  the  exchequer  being  mentioned 
in  feveral  of  the  examinations,  as 
the  duty  of  many  officers  of  the 
cudoms,  both  in  London  and  the 
out  ports,  we  were  led  to  inquire 
into  the  origin,  ground,  and  prac¬ 
tice  of  this  duty. 

“  By  the  rules  and  orders  iffiued 
under  the  great  feal,  in  the  7th  year 
of  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
the  court  of  exchequer  is  directed 
to  fend,  every  Hilary  and  Trinity 
term,  to  the  patent  officers  therein 
named,  in  the  port  of  London  and 
the  out  ports,  parchment  books  un¬ 
der  the  exchequer  feal,  into  which 
were  to  be  entered  all  goods  and 
merchandife  imported,  exported, 
and  carried  coaftvvife.  Thefe  books 
are  to  be  returned,  in  Michaelmas 
and  Eafter  terms  every  year,  into 
the  exehequ#,  under  the  fignature 
and  upon  the  oath  of  the  officer  • 
and  the  ground  of  this  order  is  ex- 
prefled  to  be,  “  that  the  truth  of  all 
“  entries  might  appear,  and  remain 
of  record/’ 

u  Mr.  Edward  Taylor,  one  of 
the  fworn  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
remembrancer  in  the  court  ©f  ex» 
chequer,  and  clerk  of  the  coall 
bonds,  informed  us,  that  thefe  blank  I 
books  continue  to  be  iffiued  from  1  j 
that  office,  once  in  every  year  to  the  ! 
officers  in  the  port  of  London,  and! 
twice  a  year  to  officers  at  the  out  . 
ports  5  and,  by  lifts  tranfmitted  toy 
us  from  that  office,  containing  the  if 
officers  to  whom  thefe  books  were 
fent,  and  the  number  fent  to  each,  1 
it  appears,  that  at  Chriftmas  1784,  , 
forty-four  of  thefe  books,  contain¬ 
ing  together  nine  thoufand  two  hun-  , 
dred  and  twenty-two  leaves,  were 
fent  to  the  officers  in  the  port  of 
London ;  and  two  hundred  and 
eighty-one,  containing  four  thou- 
fand  eight  hundred  and  fixty-four 
leaves,  to  the  officers  at  the  outtij 
ports;  and  at  Midfummer  1784,4:; 
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feventy  more,  containing- eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  fixty-two  leaves,  to  of¬ 
ficers  at  the  out  ports ;  together, 
three  hundredand  ninety-five  books, 
of  fourteen  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  forty-eight  leaves. 

“  Though  the  court  of  exche¬ 
quer  continue  to  yield  obedience  to 
thefe  ancient  orders,  as  far  as  re¬ 
lates  to  themfelves,  yet  the  officers 
of  the  ports  do  not  fulfil  their  part 
of  this  fervice.  The  returns  of  thefe 
books  in  the  court  of  exchequer  are 
very  irregular.  During  the  laft 
twenty-five  years  fome  of  the  ports 
have  made  no  returns  at  all ;  none 
of  them  have  made  all  their  returns. 
In  fome  of  the  years  no  return  has 
been  made  from  any  port  :  lew 
have  been  the  returns  in  any  year  : 
and. of  thofe  books  which  have  been 
returned,  no  ufe  whatever  has  been 
made,  that  we  can  difcover. 

64  In  an  account,  procured  by  us 
from  the  office  of  the  king’s  re¬ 
membrancer,  it  appears,  that  dur¬ 
ing  ten  years,  ending  with  the  year 
1784,  two  hundred  and  feventy- 
three  only  of  thefe  books  were  re¬ 
turned  into  the  exchequer  ;  a  much 
fmaller  number  than  is  fent  out 
from  thence  every  year.  Of  feventy- 
iour  ports  to  which  books  were 
ifTued,  nine  only  made  any  returns  ; 
and  of  thefe  nine,  feven  made  but 
one  return  ;  and  in  two  of  the  years 
no  return  was  made  by  any  of  them. 

“  If  thefe  port  books  are  of  ufe, 
the  orders  of  queen  Elizabeth  ought 
to  be  enforced,  and  the  offi  ers 
compelled  to  do  their  duty.  If  they 
are  ufelefs  (as  they  ieem  to  be),  a 
Hop  fiiould  be  pur  to  this  expenfive 
and  unprofitable  ifiue  from  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  Whatever  reafon  there 
might  be  for  thefe  orders  in  the 
year  iq6j,  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  dii- 
cover  the  utility  of  them  under  the 
prefent  fvfiem  of  the  cuftoms.  The 
entries  in  them  are  copies  of  the  bills, 
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warrants,  or  other  inftruments ;  all 
of  which  are  entered  in  fimilar  books 
at  the  feveral  ports.  Many  of  them 
contain  exaftly  the  fame  entries ; 
their  only  difference  is,  they  are  re¬ 
turned  by  different  officers.  None 
of  them  contain  an  article  that  is  not 
to  be  found  in  fome  one  or  more  of: 
the  official  book  of  the  cuftoms* 
The  account  they  give  of  the  du¬ 
ties  is  trifling  :  of  the  fixty-eight 
branches,  one  only,  that  ofcufioms, 
is  inferted  in  them.  When  infor¬ 
mation  is  wanted,  recourfe  is  not 
had  to  the  port  books  in  the  exche¬ 
quer,  but  to  the  official  books  in  the 
proper  offices  in  the  cuftoms,  which 
furnifli  all  that  can  be  required  re¬ 
lative  to  every  branch  and  article  of 
this  revenue, 

“  By  two  accounts  tranfmitted 
to  us,  one  from  the  office  of  the 
king’s  remembrancer,  the  other  from 
the  exchequer,  it  appears,  that  the 
fums  allowed  to  that  officer  for  thefe 
parchment  books,  in  the  year  1784* 
were  437/.  8u.  10 d.  ;  and  54/.  2s»  4 J. 
together,  491/,  in.  2d.;  and  to 
meffengers  in  the  court  of  exche¬ 
quer,  for  the  delivery  of  them  t of 
the  officers  at  the  ports —260/., 
731/.  in.  2 d.  is  too  confidefable  a 
fum  of  public  money  to  be  wafted' 
every  year,  without  any  advantage 
whatever  to  the  public  arifinv  from 
it. 

4£  The  offices  of  the  fecond  clafs, 
which  are  converted  into  finecures, 
are- — the  fupervifor  of  the  receiver 
general’s  receipts  and  payments :  the 
reg ifter  general  of  all  trading  fliips 
belonging  to  Great  Britain  ;  the  in- 
fpedtor  general  of  imports  and  ex¬ 
ports  ;  the  controller  inwards  and 
outwards;  the  collector  inwards; 
the  collector  outwards  ;  the  ufher  in 
the  long  room  ;  ninereen  king’s 
waiters  ;  the  chief  patent  fearchcr  ; 
five  under  patent  fearchers  ;  and  two 
patent  fearchers  at  Gravefend  ,  one 
(I  -i)  C>f 
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of  which  offices  is  granted  to  two 

perfons  joint!  v. 

“  Everyone  of  thcfe  thirty-four 
offices  (except  the  fuperviior  of  the 
receiver  general’s  receipts  and  pay¬ 
ments,  and  the  infpe&or  general  of 
imports  and  exports,  which  are 
h olden  by  confutation)  are  granted 
by  letters  patent  ;  and  there  is  but 
one  of  the  officers  who  does  any 
duty  ;  that  is,  one  of  the  under 
patent  fearchers  ;  he  executes  the 
office  himfelf,  but  not  as  patentee  ; 
for  he  holds  the  patent  in  trod:  for 
another;  he  adds  as  deputy,  and  is 
allowed  for  the  execution  the  friary 
and  profits  of  a  deputy  only, 

4 ‘  In  thefe  offices  the  emoluments 
are  feparated  from  the  execution. 
One  per  Ion  receives  a  large  portion 
of  the  profits  without  doing  any 
duty  at  all.  Another  does  all  the 
duty,  with  bur  a  fcanty  (hare  of  the 
profits.  It  is  manifeft  one  officer  is 
fully  fufficient  for  the  employment ; 
for  one  only  executes  it.  The  ap¬ 
pointment,  therefore,  upon  what¬ 
ever  authority  it  may  be  grounded, 
ffiould  be  made  void,  as  being  ren¬ 
dered  of  no  ufe,  and  the  regulated 
profits  aiinexed  to  the  execution. 

“  The  third  clafs  of  offices  are 
thdfe  where  the  iimilitude  of  the 
duty  requires  either  their  confolida- 
tion,  or  the  fuppreflidn  of  one  of 
them,  and  the  tiansfer  of  the  duty 
to  the  other. 

44  The  rules  of  iimplicity  aad 
uniformity  require,  that  in  every  of¬ 
fice  the  bufinels  fhould  be  fo  arrang- 
ed,  that  all  the  branches  of  that 
bufinefs,  which  are  of  the  fame  or  a 
fimilar  kind,  ffiould,  as  far  as  is 
pradticable,  be  tranfadled  in  one  de¬ 
partment  only  of  that  office. 

44  It  may  be,  and  frequently  is, 
neceffary  that  accounts  of  the  diffe¬ 
rent  branches  of  the  fame  kind  of 
"  bufinefs  Oiould  be  kept  diflindb  ;  and 
this  may  be  eafily  effected,  without 


creating confufion,  by  allotting  fucTi 
particular  branches  to  diilmdl  d.i Vi¬ 
llons  in  the  fame  department. 

“  In  every  office  of  revenue  there 
ffiould  be  but  one  treafury ;  in 
which  the  wh  le  produce  ffiould  be 
depofited,  and  from  whence  every 
payment  to  which  that  revenue  is 
fubject  ffiould  iffiue.  In  proportion 
to  the  multiplicity  of  treafuries,  the 
accounts  become  complicate,  the 
paffage  into  the  exchequer  the  more 
liable  to  delay,  the  danger  of  lofs 
increafed,  and  a  knowledge  ol  the 
complete  If  ate  of  the  revenue  ths 
more  difficult  to  be  obtained. 

6‘  There  are  in  the  cuffoms,  He- 
Tides  the  principal  treafury,  which 
is  the  office  of  the  receiver  general, 
feveral  inferior  treafuiies,  all  inde¬ 
pendent  of  each  other.  Three  of 
the  iolicitors,  and  the  two  receivers 
of  fines  and  forfeitures  for  London 
and  the  out  ports,  receive  funis  a- 
riling  from  the  penalties,  fines,  for¬ 
feitures,  and  the  produce  of  fei- 
z  tares,  out  of  which  they  make  va¬ 
riety  of  payments ;  and  fuch  por¬ 
tions  of  the  ffiares  of  the  crown  as 
are  intended  for  the  exchequer,  they 
pay  in,  without  the  intervention  of 
the  receiver  genera),  either  of  courfe, 
or  purfuant  to  their  inffi  uAtions  or 
the  orders  of  the  board  of  cuffoms. 

44  We  are  of  opinion,  that  all 
thefe  inferior  treafuries  ffiould  be 
abolidied ;  - — that  the folicitors  fiiould 
pay  all  the  fums  they  recover  of 
penalties,  fines,  and  forfeitures,  and 
the  warehoufekeeper  in  London  all 
films  he  receives  .arifing  from  the 
produce  of  fales,  with  all  conveni¬ 
ent  fpeed,  into  the  office  of  the  re¬ 
ceiver  genera!  ;  and  that  all  remit¬ 
tances  from  the  out  ports,  of  films 
arifing  from  the  fame  fources,  be 
made  to  him  ; — that  all  diviiions  of 
thefe  Turns,  whether  to  be  paid  into 
the  exchequer  as  ffiares  of  the  crown, 
or  applicable  to  any  other  fervices. 
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be.  paid  by  him  in  like  manner  as  he 
makes  his  o  her  payments. 

44  By  thus  transferring  the  hufi- 
nefs  of  thefe  inferior  treafuries  to 
that  great  and  principal  department 
of  receipt,  the  office  of  the  receiver 
general,  the  great  branches  of  re- 
ccipt  and  payment  in  this  revenue 
will  be  uniformly  tranfaCted  in  one 
department  only,  and  the  two  of¬ 
fices  of  the  receivers  of  fines  and 
forfeitures,  for  London  and  the  out 
ports,  will  become  unneceffary  ;  the 
controul  upon  the  remittances  of  the 
fums  produced  by  the  fame  branches 
ol  revenue  from  the  out  ports,  will 
be  transferred  to  the  office  of  the 
controller  general  ;  and  the  office  of 
controller  of  fines  and  forfeitures 
for  the  out  ports  will  become  ufe- 
iefs:  and  thefe  three  offices  rnav  be 
fuppreffed.  The  receiver  general 
will  pafs  his  accounts  of  thefe 
branches  in  the  fame  office  in  which 
he  paffies  the  red  of  his  accounts ; 
and,  confequently,  the  principal  em¬ 
ployment  of  the  accountant  of  petty 
receipts,  that  of  palling  the  accounts 
of  the  two  receivers  for  London  and 
the  out  ports,  will  be  at  an  end,  and 
that  office,  at  the  head  of  which 
prehdes  an  officer  with  large  emolu¬ 
ment,  and  with  little  bufinefs,  may 
be  reduced. 

44  The  revenue  has  been  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  Ioffes,  in  two  recent  inftances, 
from  receivers  of  fines  and  forfei¬ 
tures  for  the  put  ports.  From  the 
ffiate  of  the  demands  of  the  public 
upon  thofe  two  officers,  procured 
by  us  from  the  office  of  the  cuftoms, 
it  appears,  that  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  public  money  remitted  to 
them,  and  converted  to  their  own 
life,  had  not  been  recovered  to  the 
ufe  of  the  public. 

44  The  quarterly  accounts  from 
the  out  ports  are  of  two  kinds  :  firft, 
the  quarter  books,  which  contain 
the  receipts  of  the  duties  and  the 
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payments  upon  debentures,  certifi¬ 
cates,  and  portage  bills  :  fecond,  the 
accounts  of  the  payments  for  fa  tar¬ 
ries  and  incidents. 

44  The  Collector  and  con1  roller, 
and  fometimes  the  euftomei,  each, 
fends  up  to  the  board  of  cufioms  a 
limilar  quarter  book  :  that  qf  the 
colleCtur  is  examined  with  the  vouch¬ 
ers  bv  the  examiner,  is  compared 
with  that  of  the  cont.ro’ ler  by  the 
furve)’or  of  the  out  port  accounts, 
and  delivered  to  the  controller  gene- 

«j 

raj.  The  vouchers  are  fent  to  the 
infpeCtor  of  the  out  ports  collectors 
accounts  and  vouchers,  and,  after 
being  entered  in  the  office,  are  de¬ 
livered  by  him  to  the  controller 
general.  The  other  two  a  uarter  books 
are  depofited  with  the  iurveyor. 

“  The  account  of  payments,  of 
fiilaries  and  incidmts,  i’worn  to  by 
the  colleClor  before  the  controller, 
and  figned  by  both,  is  fent  with  the 
vouchers  to  the  infpeCtor,  who,  after 
examination  and  entry  of  the  vouch¬ 
ers,  delivers  them,  with  the  ac¬ 
counts,  to  the  controller  general. 

“  Thus  there  are  fix  officers,  the 
furveyor,  infpeCtor,  and  four  exa¬ 
miners,  whole  bufinefs  it  is  to  ex¬ 
amine  accounts  which  are  to  be 
fvvorn  to  and  paffed  by  another  of¬ 
ficer,  the  controller  general.  It 
fhould  feem  as  if  the  examination 
of  accounts  properly  belonged  to 
the  officer  who  paffes  them  ;  and  the 
probability  is,  that  where  he  fwears 
to  the  truth  of  them,  his  examina¬ 
tion  will  be  fufficiemly  accurate, 
especially  if,  neither  receiving  nor 
paying  one  article  of  the  account, 
he  can  have  no  intereft  in  any  er- 
ror  :  and,  therefore,  we  are  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  offices  of  furveyor 
and  infpeCtor,  both  finecures,  and 
of  the  four  examiners,  fhould  be 
fuppreffed  ; — that  the  quarter  books 
and  accounts  of  payments  of  the 
collectors  and  controllers,  fhou.ld  be 
(I  3)  tra&ffi 
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transmitted,'  with  the  voucher?,  to 
the  office  of  the  controller  general  ; 

. — and  that  the  companion  of  thele 
books,  and  the  examination  of  the 
accounts,  be  transferred  to,  and 
t  ran  fa  died  in,  fome  branch  of  that 
department. 

“  It  is  not  our  intention  to  in- 
creafe  the  bufinefs  of  any  office  to 
an  unreafonable  degree,  or  to  iub- 
jeCl  the  officer  to  a  refporifibility  in¬ 
compatible  with  the  nature  of  bis 
office.  The  bufmefs  of  the  con¬ 
troller  general  is  at  prefent  very 
laborious  and  ex  ten  five  ;  and,  rely¬ 
ing  upon  the  accuracy  of  the  ex* 
aminer,  he  is  not  now  anfwerable 
for  the  truth  of  the  computation  of 
the  duties  in  the  quarter  books.  The 
addition,  therefore,  here  fuggefted, 
may,  under  the  prefent  circum- 
iiances,  throw  too  great  a  load  upon 
him  ;  but  fuch  will  be  the  relief  to 
this  office  from  a  confolidation  of 
the  duties,  that  theincreafe  of  buli- 
nefs  by  the  addition  of  thefe  new 
branches,  will  probably  not  exceed 
the  diminution  a  riling  from  the  con¬ 
folidation  ;  and  if  the  computation 
of  the  duties  fliould  then  be  too 
laborious,  though  the  examination 
fliould  be  t  ran  faffed  in  a  divilion  of 
his  department,  the  refponfibility 
may  If  ill  reft  with  the  officer  who 
difeharges  the  duty 

44  The  officers  employed  in  the 
PolleCiiori  of  the  duties  ffiould  not  be 
multiplied  uniieceffiariiy,  and  every 
duty  of  the  fame  kind  fliould  be  cob 
te&ed  by  the  fame  officer.  There 
are  three  obvious  diflinCiions  in  the 
duties  —  the  import  the  export-— 
and,  the  caaftwife  duty  •  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  each  has  a  diffimCl  collec¬ 
tor.  As  thefe  three  divifions  com¬ 
prehend  all  the  duties,  they  fliould  all 
be  colkdted  by  thefe  three  officer?, 
each  receiving  what  belongs  to  his 
divifion  s  bqt  tills  rule  is  not  ad¬ 
hered  to*  There  are  three  ffiopd 


cuffomers  or  collectors,  feparate  and 
independent  of  the  others- — the  cuf- 
tomer  of  cloth  and  petty  cufloms 
outwards  — -  the  collector  of  petty 
cultoms  inwards — and  the  colledfor 
of  the  great  cufloms  on  wool  and 
leather  exported,  or,  as  he  is  alfo 
ffyled,  the  cuflomer  of  the  great 
cuffoms  outwards 

44  The  only  bufmefs  of  the  cuf- 
tomer  of  cloth  and  petty  cufloms 
outwards,  is  to  collect  the  duties  on 
white  woollen  cloths  exported,  which 
amount  to  a  trifle  (as  appears  from 
an  account  of  the  net  produce  of 
thofe  duties  for  the  lail  ten  years), 
and  to  receive  a  fee  from  an  alien 
exporter  (though  the  alien  duty  is 
abolifhed),  to  be  divided  between 
himfelf,  the  controller,  the  furveyor 
general,  and  furveyor.  The  col¬ 
lection  of  this  duty  properly  be¬ 
longs,  and  fliould  be  transferred,  to 
the  collector  outwards  ;  and  this 
office,  though  inconliderable,  ffiould 
be  difconiinued. 

‘4  The  office  of  petty  cuflomer 
inwards  exiils  for  the  purpefe,  not 
of  collecting  tile  alien  duty  inwards, 
as  the  title  inwards,  imports  (for 
that  is  done  by  the  collector  in¬ 
wards),  but  of  figning  the  war¬ 
rant  aid  bill  of  fight,  where  the 
entry  is  on  an  alien  account,  enter¬ 
ing  a  copy  of  the  Warrant  in  a  book, 
and  returning  that  book  to  the  ex- 
chequer* 

44  As  the  duty  is  paid  to  the  col¬ 
lector  inwards,  the  warrant,  and  bill 
of  fight,  undergo  all  the  formali¬ 
ties,  checks,  and  the  lignatures,  with 
the  like  warrants  and  bills  in  that 
office  *  arid'the  fignature  of  this  of¬ 
ficer  is  utterly  ufeiefs  for  the  alien’s 
fee  attending  it :  and  fliould  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  port  books  into  the  ex¬ 
chequer  be  coniidered,  contrary  to 
our  opinion,  to  be  of  ufe,  the  re¬ 
turns  of  ail  the  other  patent  officers 
inwards,  of  the  fame  books,  will 

render 


» 


PUBLIC  PAPERS. 


{ 1 35) 


render  the  return  of  this  officer 
fuperfluous. 

44  The  bufinefs  of  the  collector 
of  the  great  cuftoms  on  wool  and 
leather  exported,  confifts  of  two  ar¬ 
ticles— -the  collection  of  the  duty  on' 
leather  exported- — and,  the  carriage 
of  wool  and  leather  coafhvife.  Both 
thefe  belong  clearly  to  the  collector 
outwards :  the  duty  on  leather,  to 
that  branch  called  the  cocket  office  ; 
and  the  carriage  of  wool  and  leather, 
to  tiie  other  branch,  the  coaft  office  : 
and  therefore  the  management  of 
thefe  tv/o  articles  ffiould  form  a 
part  of  the  duty  of  that  colle&or, 
and  the  office  of  collector  of  the  great 
cuftoms  outwards  be  aboliflied. 

44  In  confequence  of  thefe  regu¬ 
lations  in  the  collection,  the  con- 
troul  upon  every  article  will  pafs  to 
the  office  of  the  controller  inwards 
and  outwards  ;  and  the  offices  of  the 
three  collectors  or  cuftomers,  and 
two  controllers,  the  one  of  cloth  and 
petty  cuftoms  inwards  and  outwards, 
the  other  of  the  great  cuftoms  out¬ 
wards,  all  holden  by  letters  patent, 
and  four  of  them  ftnecures,  with 
four  deputies,  may  be  luppreffed. 

44  That  the  public  may  be  en¬ 
abled  to  form  fome  judgment  what 
fum  will  be  faved  to  the  revenue  by 
the  abolition  and  confolidation  of 
thefe  offices,  we  have  extracted  from 
the  account  of  the  officers,  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  falaries  and  allowances 
paid  by  the  crown,  and  of  the  fees 
and  gratuities  paid  by  the  fubjeCt, 
to  every  one  of  thefe  officers  in  the 
year  1784,  and  of  the  taxes  paid 
back  by  them  to  the  revenue:  from 
whence  it  appears,  that,  in  the  firft 
clafs,  the  amount  of  the  expence  to 
the  crown  was  3,624/.  16s.  gird. ; 
to  the  fubjeCt,  3,743/.  i8j.  6 d.  ; 
and  of  their  taxes,  666/.  6s.  :  in  the 
fecond  clafs,  to  the  crown,  4,774/. 
6s.  8d. ;  to  the  fubjeCt,  13,921/. 

I  is%  tid.;  and  of  their  taxes. 


1,588/.  1 2s. :  in  the  third  clafs,  to 
the  crown,  2,502/.  iSs. ;  to  the 
fubjeCt,  852/.  js.  3d. ;  and  of  their 
taxes,  445/-  13 s.  4 d.:  and,  confe- 
quently,  taking  the  claffes  together, 
and  deducing  2,700/.  1 1  s .  4J.  thetotal 
of  the  taxes,  from  10,902/.  u.  5 ±d* 
the  total  of  the  falaries  and  allow¬ 
ances,  the  public  contributed  8,201  L 
ioj.  1  ~d.  j  and  the  fubjeCt,  18,518/. 
3 s.Sd.;  together,  26,719/.  135.  9 ±-d* 
in  fupporting  ftxty-one  offices,  ule- 
Iefs  both  to  the  public  and  fubjeCt. 

44  We  do  not  mean,  that,  by  the 
abolition  and  confolidation  of  thefe 
offices,  the  whole  of  the  expence 
attending  them  will  be  faved  to  the 
nation.  Such  ofthem  as  remain,  whe¬ 
ther  as  feparate  offices,  or  united  to 
others,  mull  be  fupported  ;  and  the 
expence  of  that  fupport  will  be  a 
deduction  from  the  charge  above 
ilated.  What  that  expence  may  a- 
mount  to  cannot  be  afcertalned  ; 
but  it  will  occafton  no  very  conft- 
derable  deduction,  fhould  a  more 
liberal  meafure  of  payment  be  a- 
dopted,  than  that  which,  from  the 
allowances  ftated  to  have  been  made 
to  the  deputies  and  clerks,  for  the 
execution  of  the  duty,  appears  to 
have  been  purfued  in  thefe  fine-cure 
offices. 

44  It  is  probable,  that,  among 
fuch  a  number  as  are  returned  to  us 
exifting  in  the  cuftoms,  there  are 
many  of  the  inferior  offices  to  which 
thefe  regulations  may,  with  equal 
propriety,  be  extended.  Had  we 
defeended  to  an  inquiry  minute  and 
particular  enough  to  have  enabled 
us  to  form  a  judgment  upon  them, 
it  would  have  engaged  too  much  of 
our  time  :  enough  has  already  been 
confuted  in  the  labour  of  invefli- 
gation,  to  the  extent  we  have  pro¬ 
ceeded,  though  confined  to  the  of¬ 
fice  of  the  cuftoms,  and  port  of 
London  only. 

ic  In  feme  of  thefe  inferior  nf- 
(I  4)  fires 
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ficcs  the  duty  does  not  feem  to  be  of 
consequence  enough  to  warrant  the 
continuance  of  them.  For  inftance, 
-there  are  lixteeri  land  carriage  of¬ 
ficers,  at  a  Salary  of  thirty-five 
pounds  a  year  each,  and  a  Surveyor, 
at  a  Jaiary  ot  Sixty  pounds.  Their 
nu  finds  is  to  attend  at  inns  in 
London  and  WeftminHer,  in  fearch 
of  goods,  either  prohibited  or  with¬ 
out  permit  or  certificate.  They  can 
jharuly  a£i,  with  fafety  to  them- 
Selves,  unlefs  upon  good  informa¬ 
tion  ;  and  upon  fuch  a  ground  any 
other  officer  of  the  cyftoms  may 
proceed,  equally  with  the  land  car¬ 
riage  officer.  Their  number  is  cer¬ 
tainly  greater  than  is  wanted;  for 
three  of  them  are  otherwife  employ¬ 
ed,  and  execute  no  part  of  this 
duty.  '  The  board  of  cufloms  know 
the  bufinefs  tranfabted  by  thefe,  and 
other  officers  of  the  like  deferiotion  ; 

i  w  a  y 

mod  are  the  bell  judges  whether  the 
revenue  derives  fiom  their  Services  a 
benefit  equal  to  the  expence  of  fup- 
porting  them.  Where  the  office  is 
in  their  own  appointment,  they  can 
regulate  or  fepprefs  it  :  where  it  is 
pi  the  appointment  of  the  treafury, 
they  can  reprefent. 

6£  We  Stave  relied  our  opinion  for 
the  fuppieffion  of  thefe  offices  in  the 
cuftoms,  as  well  as  of  thole  in  other 
departments  of  the  revenue  which 
have  been  before  under  our  confide- 
ratipn,  upon  the  fi  m  ground  of 
their  inutility,  and  the  urgent  ne- 
ceffity  of  applying  every  .unneceffary 
and  fupeiffijous  expence  to  that  mo  if 
important  of  national  objedts,  the 
accumulation  of  a  fund  for  the  re¬ 
duction  of  the  public  debt, 

“  We  are  aware  of  the  confe¬ 
rence  fome  of  thefe  offices  derive 
from  the  power  by  which  they  are 
granted,  and  the  extent  of  the  inte- 
rett.’  A  freehold,  held  under  thegrant 
of  the  crown,  is  a  Solemn  righ',  to 
|>e  treated  with  refpeblj  delicacy, 
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and  caution  ;  but  if  the  Subject  of 
that  grant  be  a  public  office,  and  a 
itipend  be  annexed  to  it,  payable 
out  of  the  revenue  of  the  public  ; 
if  rendering  a  fervice  ufefui  to  thfe 
flate,  as  the  confideratioii  for  the 
flipend,  be  of  the  offence  of  fuel} 
an  office  (a  principle  we  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  eflablifh  in  our  ele¬ 
venth  report,  and  from  which  we 
fee  no  reafon  to’  depart),  where  She 
utility  of  the  fervice  is  either  warn- 
in g  at  the  time  of  the  gr^ftr,  or  m 
procefs  of  time  c cafes  to  exift,  the 
grant  either  had  not  at  firft,  or  has 
loll,  the  quality  effentid  to  its  fup- 
port  ;  and  no  power  of  the  grantor, 
no  condition  of  the  grantee,  or  du¬ 
ration  of  the  interefl,  can  fupply 
the  defeat  :  it  cannot  be  Supported 
in  the  ffiape  of  an  office  ;  for  it  has 
not  the  charadfer  that  diftinguifhes 
an  office  from  an  annuity  or  a  pen- 
lion. 

64  The  wifdem  of  our  anceflors 
deejared  the  freehold  to  be  void  in 
its  creation  ;  and  the  office,  turned 
into  a  finecure,  to  be  forfeited.  The 
ptefent  age  has  the  flrong  pleas  of 
neceffity  and  juttice,  to  demand, 
that  fuch  portions  of  their  revenue 
as  have  been  applied  to  the  Support 
of  fuch  offices,  ffiould  be  hereafter 
dedicated  to  the  fervice  ot  the  public. 

“  We  are  fenlible  that  the  per* 
Sons  in  pofSeffion  of  the  offices  we 
have  represented  as  ufelefs,  may  be 
entitled  from  merit,  either  of  their 
own,  or  derived  from  their  ances¬ 
tors,  to  a  recompence  from  the 
public,  equal  both  in  value  and  du¬ 
ration  to  the  full  emoluments  of 
their  offices. 

“  We  do  not  call  in  queftion  the 
amplitude  of  the  reward,  nor  im¬ 
peach  their  title  to  it :  we  can  judge 
of  neither.  But  we  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  mode  of  reward,  by  either 
creating  or  continuing*  for  that  pur- 
pole,  a  ufelefs  office}  is  calculated 

lt  to 
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£o  miflead  the  public  ;  who  con¬ 
ceive,  that  by  a  continual  exertion 
oi  the  labour  and  abilities  of  the  of¬ 
ficer  in  their  fervice,  they  are  re¬ 
ceiving  back  an  equivalent  for  the 
emoluments  they  allow  him.  It 
tends  to  entail  a  perpetual  incum¬ 
brance  upon  the  revenue ;  for  a 
iubjedt  will  be  foqever  found  to  fill 
the  office,  though  no  one  fhould  be 
found  to  defer ve  it  :  and,  fliould 
the  fuppreffion  of  thefe  offices  be 
deemed  a  meafure  exped.ent  to  be 
adopted,  the  fubftitution  of  a  pay¬ 
ment  or  allowance,  as  a  cornpenia- 
tion  for  the  claim  of  each  merito¬ 
rious  officer,  may  eafily  be  pro¬ 
vided. 

It  is  no  mark  of  wifdom,  even 
in  an  opulent  nation,  to  lavifh  the 
public  treafure  in  expences  unpro¬ 
fitable  to  the  date  ;  but  where  the 
fubject  is  grievoufly  oppreffied  by 
the  burthen  of  an  enormous  debt, 
the  reduction  of  which  is  eiTential  to 
the  jufiide,  the  credit,  and  fecurity 
of  tae  dare,  and  that  redudtion  can¬ 
not  without  difficulty  be  accompliffi- 
vd3  even  by  the  united  exertions  of 
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wifdom  and  ceconomy ;  in  a  nation 
under  fuch  circumdances,  a  duty 
preffies,  both  upon  the  government 
and  fubjedt,  of  no  common  obliga¬ 
tion.  The  one  is  bound,  in  the 
adminidration  of  the  revenue,  to 
cut  offi  every  unneceffary  and  re¬ 
dundant  expence  ;  to  lupprefs  every 
ufclefs  and  fuperfluous  office ;  to 
correct  every  abufe  in  the  public 
receipt  and  expenditure ;  and  re¬ 
ligiously  to  apply  to  the  fervice  of 
the  date  the  produce  of  every  branch 
of  the  revenue.  The  fubjedt  is 
bound,  cheerfully  and  liberally, 
every  one  in  proportion  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  his  abilities,  to  contribute, 
without  evadon,  his  fhare  to  the 
fupporq  defence,  and  fecurity  of 
the  date,  and  to  the  relief  of  the 
neceffities  of  his  country. 

A.  Piggott,  (L.S.) 

Richard  Neave,  (L.S.) 

Sam.  Beachcroft,  (L.S.) 

Geo.  Drummond,  (L.S.) 

William  Roe.  (L.S.) 

( e  Office  of  Accounts , 
burry  Street , 

3  Q  th  December ,  1 7  8  5  P  * 


) 


SUP- 


(  *39  > 


SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament  for 

the  Year  1788. 


NAVY. 

Dec.  4,  3787. 

FOR  i 8,000  men,  including  3620  marines 

Dec.  10. 

Expences  of  the  late  armament  -  ■  — ■ 

Feb.  21,  1788. 

Ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half  pay 
Extraordinaries  “ 


A  R  M  Y, 

Dec.  10,  1787. 
Sixpences  of  the  late  armament 

Dec.  11. 

For  36,982  men,  as  guards  and  garrifons 
Forces  in  the  plantations 


Difference  between  the  Britifh  and  Irilh  ellablilhment 
Forces  in  the  Eaft  Indies  ■ —  ■  — — 

General  and  general  ilaff  officers  - . *  ■  ■■■— 

Full  pay  to  fupernumerary  officers  - - 

For  the  pay  mailer-general,  &c.  — ■ — — — 

March  11,  1788. 

Four  troops  of  horfe  and  grenadier  guards  to  June  24, 

1788  .  ^  — — - - 

Two  regiments  of  life-guards  from  June  25,  to  Dec.  . 
Compenfation  to  the  reduced  officers  of  the  four 
troops  of  horfe  and  grenadier  guards  — 

Return  of  admiffion  money  to  the  privates  - 

April  8. 

Horfe- guards  formerly  reduced  . - - . 

Officers  late  in  the  Dutch  fervice  - — - — — 

Chelfea  penfioners  - - - - - 

Officers  widows  — .. _ . , 

Reduced  officers  of  land  forces  and  marines 
Ditto  of  the  Britifh  American  forces  — 

Extraordinaries  for  1787  - - — » 


£• 

s. 

a. 

936,000 

0 

0 

175,407 

s 

1 1 

700,000 

0 

0 

600,000 

0 

0 

2,411,407 

5 

1 1 

59,878 

4 

0 

598,637 

2 

10 

*9 

1 

8,758 

9 

I  1,292 

*3 

0 

6,427 

0 

6 

4>273 

2 

2 

60,863 

6 

8 

28,490 

1 

0 

24.  19,294 

1 1 

6 

3>768 

12 

6 

28,000 

0 

Q 

223 

17 

O 

3?392 

H 

2 

*  7  3  5 s  3  3 

i 

9 

9*97a> 

H 

3 

172,776 

3 

0 

60,000 

0 

0 

480,058 

3 

4 

2,045,812 

1 

6 
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ORDNANCE* 
Dec.  io,  1787. 

Expences  of  the  late  armament  — — 

Land  fervice  for  1788  •— - 
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18,300 

419,407 
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MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES* 

Dec.  4,  1787. 

To  dlfcharge  exchequer  bills 

Dec.  6. 

Heffian  fubfidy  » 

Dec.  io. 

Secret  fervice  on  account  of  the  late  armament 

Carlton  Houfe  ~~ — ~ — —  - - * 

Prince  of  Wales’s  debts  — - - — ■ — — 

IiTued  in  purfuance  of  addreffes  — — ■ — — — 

April  io,  1788. 

Civil  eftablifhment  of  Nova  Scotia  — - 

Ditto  of  New  Brunfwick 

Ditto  of  St.  John’s  I  Hand 

Ditto  of  Cape  Breton  — —— — — ■ 

Ditto  of  Newfoundland  < — — — —  *— * 

Ditto  of  the  Bahama  Elands  — — ** 

Ditto  of  New  South  Wales 

Chief  juhice  of  the  Bermuda  Mands  *- — - 

Ditto  of  Dominica 


Extraordinaries  of  the  mint  for  1787  — — — - 

Profecution  of  offenders  again!!  the  coin  laws 

April  30. 

Roads  and  bridges  in  Scotland 

May  5. 

Ifliied  to  the  fecretary  of  the  commiffioners  of  Ame¬ 
rican  claims  » — ■ — - • 


To  ditto  of  the  Eaft  Florida  claims  — — - 

To  commiffioners  of  American  claims  for  their  ex- 


pences  - - - - 

American  loyalifts  — - 

Surveys  of  land  in  Nova  Scotia,  Ac. 
Bills  drawn  by  the  governor,  &c.  of  h 
Somerfet  Houfe  — — 


IlFlied  to  the  chief  clerk  of  the  commiffioners  of  en¬ 
quiry  into  the  public  offices  - - — — - 


accounts 


Ditto  to  ditto  of  the  crown  lands 
Convicts  at  Plymouth 
Ditto  on  the  Thames 


5,500,000 

0 

0 

36.193 

0 

58,166 

0 

0 

20,000 

0 

0 

261,000 

0 

0 

17,496 

*4 

6 

5>84S 

6 

0 

4>3°° 

0 

0 

1,900 

0 

0 

2,100 

0 

0 

1,182 

10 
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4,<78o 

0 

0 

2,877 

10 
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580 
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0 

600 
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0 

24?H5 
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$$ 

4- 

*394 

6 

8 

4,000 

0 

0 

4>£i° 

1 2 

0 

1 ,000 

0 

0 

2,11  I 

0 

6 

74>725 

12 

0 

2,982 

12 

i 

s  2,652 

7 

3 

25,000 

0 

0 
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6 

600 

0 

0 

5,000 
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4*5  3  3 

6 

6 
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10  2% 
May 

(*4°) 


PUBLIC  PAPERS. 


DEFICIENCIES. 

Dec.  13,  1787. 

Deficiency  of  the  commutation  tax 
Dittp  of  the  annuity  fund  for  1758  — « 

Dkto  for  1778  — . . . 

Ditto  for  1700 

Ditto  for  1783  — — — *  — 

Ditto  for  1784  and  1785  . 

May  3,  1788. 

Ditto  of  the  laft  year’s  grants  — 


May  19. 

£■ 

s. 

d,. 

Profecution  of  Warren  Piaflings,  efq,  - 

- - -  8,058 

I? 

l£ 

African  forts  - — — — —  — 

— -  15,000 

0 

0 

Cat  water  harbour,  Plymouth  — — — — - 

2,000 

0 

0 

6,022,932 

17 

0-1 

^  ' 

Navy  >■  ■■■■» 

Army  — - - - 

Ordnance  — — - - 

Mifcelhtneous  fervicea 
Deficiencies  <— — — 


£•  s.  d. 
2,411,407  5  ii 

2,045,812  1  6 

437,707  o  9 
6,022,932  17  of 
642,404  12  io| 


3 

16 


89,899 
2  i,8  16 
68,895 
143,614 
178,144  10 
76,362 


r  1 1 

y-¥  • 

6i; 
si; 

13  1  bp 
o 

0-3-  ? 

4  - 


63,671  l8  2f 
642,404  12  I0j 


11,560,263  l8  I 


Ways  and  Means  for  raipng  the  Supplies  for  1788, 

Dec.  6,  1787. 


May  6,  1788. 


Land-tax  — 

Malt  - — - — . 

Exchequer  bills 

Surplus  of  the  army  grants  in  1 7  86 - - 

Ditto  of  the  confolidated  fund,  April  5,  178S 

Ditto  that  may  arife  from  ditto  - - 

Army  favings  in  1786  and  1787  - -  £. 

Lottery,  48,000  tickets  at  £.  15  1 25.  9 d.  750,600 
ln.es  *  ■  *— —  480,000 


2,000,000  O  O 

750,000  O  o 

5,500,000  o  o 
200,000  o  o 
589,162  15  ic£ 
2,545,000  o  o 
49,053  4  10 

270,600  O  Q 


Excefs  of  Ways  and  Means 


11,903,816  o  8p 
11,560,263  18  1 

y,  11  ■  <  i 

£•  343’553  2  7* 


Public 


PUBLIC 


PAPERS. 


Public  Adi  pajfed  in  the  Fifth  Sef- 

jions  of  the  Sixteenth  Parliament  of 

Great  Britain . 

Dec.  17,  1787. 

Malt  and  land  tax  bills. 

Marine  mutiny  bill. 

Feh,  21,  1788. 

A£t  for  an  additional  duty  onfpi- 
nts  in  Scotland. 

March  10. 

The  American  intercourfe  bill. 

March  20. 

The  mutiny  bill. 

An  ad  to  remove  certain  doubts 
refpeding  the  power  of  the  com- 
miffioners  for  the  affairs  of  India. 

An  act  to  amend  the  aft  1  5  Geo. 
II.  for  preventing  the  counterfeit¬ 
ing  of  the  gold  and  filver  lace,  &c. 

May  8. 

The  militia  pay  and  clothing 
bill. 

An  ad  for  regulating  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  ounce-thread. 

An  ad  for  repealing  the  ad 
2  and  3  Edw.  VI.  againft  the  car¬ 
rying  of  white  aQies  out  of  the 
kingdom. 

June  1 1 . 

Two  ads  for  railing  money  by  ex¬ 
chequer  bills. 

An  ad  for  railing  money  by  lot¬ 
tery. 

An  ad  for  granting  to  his  majefty 
a  certain  fum  of  money  out  of  the 
confolidated  fund,  &c. 

An  ad  for  repealing  certain  du¬ 
ties  and  drawbacks  on  wine,  &c.  &c. 
and  granting  other  duties  and  draw¬ 
backs  in  lieu  thereof. 

An  ad  for  reducing  the  duties  on 
the  importation  of  certain  goods 
from  Holland. 

An  ad  to  enable  the  Eaft  India 
company  to  borrow  a  further  fum 
of  money  upon  bond. 


An  ad  to  continue  feverai  laws 
relating  to  the  clandeffine  running 
of  goods  and  preventing  frauds  re¬ 
lative  to  the  cuffoms — to  the  encou¬ 
raging  of  the  growth  of  coffee  in  Ame¬ 
rica — to  the  punifhment  of  perfons 
going  armed,  Sec.  in  defiance  of  the 
revenue  laws — to  the  encouraging 
of  the  manufadures  of  flax  and 
cotton — to  the  exportation  of  wheat, 
tobacco-pipe  clay,  &c.  to  the  fugar 
colonies — to  the  exportation  of  cer¬ 
tain  tools  and  utenfils,-— to  the  re¬ 
ducing  of  artificers,  &c. 

An  a£t  relative  to  the  bounties  on 
the  exportation  of  the  Britifh  and 
Irifli  linens— -to  frauds  by  bank¬ 
rupts— -and  the  imprifonment  and 
tranfportation  of  offenders. 

An  ad  to  exempt  certain  licences 
granted  to  ftipendiary  curates  from 
if  amp  duties. 

An  ad  relative  to  an  ad  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  Southern 
Whale  fifhery. 

An  ad  to  prevent  the  Inconveni- 
encies  that  may  arife  from  the  com¬ 
petition  of  his  majefty’s  fubjeds 
with  thofe  of  the  tnofl  Chriftian 
king  in  the  Newfoundland  fifhery. 

An  ad  to  appoint  com  miffioners 
to  enquire  into  the  Ioffes  of  perfons 
occalioned  by  the  ceffion  of  Eaft 
Florida  to  the  king  of  Spain. 

An  ad  the  more  effedually  to 
fecure  the  performance  of  quaran¬ 
tine. 

An  ad  to  enable  jufiices  of  the 
peace  to  licence  theatrical  reprefen- 
tations  occafionally. 

An  ad  to  indemnify  fuch  perfons 
as  have  omitted  to  qualify  them- 
felves  for  offices,  &cc. 

An  ad  to  allow  further  time  for 
the  inrollment  of  the  deeds  and 
wills  of  papiffs,  &c. 

June  23. 

An  ad  for  repealing  the  duties 
on  deer  fkins  und refled,  and  laying 

other 


other  duties  thereon,  and  on  certain 
other  commodities  imported,  &c. 

An  aft  to  allow  the  importation 
of  rum,  duty  free,  from  the  Weft 
Indian  plantations  into  the  province 
of  Quebec. 

An  aft  to  explain  certain  laws 
relating  to  the  exportation  of  live 
ihecp,  wool,  occ. 

An  aft  to  appoint  commiffioners 
to  inquire  further  into  the  loftes  of 
the  loyalifts  in  America. 

An  aft  for  better  fecuring  the 
rights  of  perfons  qualified  to  vote 
at  county-eleftions. 

An  aft  for  limiting  the  number 
of  perfons  to  be  carried  on  the  out¬ 
ride  of  ftage  coaches,  &c. 

An  aft  for  the  better  proteftion 
of  ftocking-fraines,  &c. 

An  act  for  the  better  regulation 
of  chimney- fvveepers  and  their  ap¬ 
prentices. 

July  4. 

An  aft  for  granting  relief  to  the 
American  loyalifts. 


An  aft  for  difcontinuing  for  j 
limited  time  feveral  duties  payable 
on  low  wines,  &c.  in  Scotland. 

An  aft  for  fettling  a  clear  yearly! 
rent-charge  of  2500I.  out  of  the 
Derwentwater  eftates  upon  the  earl; 
of  Newbourgh. 

An  aft  to  prevent  for  a  time  the 
exportation  of  hay. 

A11  aft  for  the  further  regulation 
of  the  trials  of  controverted  elec¬ 
tions. 

An  aft  to  enable  juftices  of  the 
peace  to  aft,  in  certain  cafes,  out 
of  the  limits  of  their  refpeftive; 
counties. 

An  aft  relative  to  the  infu ranees 
on  (hips. 

An  aft  of  indemnity  refpefting' 
the  combination  of  coal  owners, 
&c. 

The  pawnbroker’s  aft. 

July  1 1 . 

An  aft  to  regulate  the  Have-trade* 


PRICES  of  S  T  OCK  for  the  Year  1788 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 

ANECDOTES  Am  d  CHARACTERS. 


Th«  LIF  of  NAPIER  of  MERCHISTON. 

\ 

/Prefixed  to  the  Earl  of  Buchan’s  Account  of  his  Writings  and  Inven 

tions,] 


44  IT  HAVE  undertaken  to  write 
X  the  life  of  John  Napier,  of 
Merchiflon,  a  man  famous  all  the 
world  over,  for  his  great  and  fortu¬ 
nate  difcoveiy,  of  logarithms  in 
trigonometry,  by  which  the  cafe 
and  expedition  in  calculation,  have 
lo  wonderfully  aflifted  the  fcience  of 
aflronomy,  and  the  arts  of  practical 
geometry  and  navigation. 

44  Ek.ated  above  the  age  i-n 
which  he  lived,  and  a  benefactor  to 
the  world  in  general,  he  defences 
the  epithet  of  G  refit. 

u  Napier  lived  in  a  country  of 
proud  barons,  where  barbarous  hof- 
pgality,  hunting,  the  military  art, 
and  religious  controversy,  occupied 
the  time  and  attention  of  his  con¬ 
temporaries,  and  where  he  had  no 
learned  fociety  to  aliid  him  in  his 
jrefearches. 

u  This  .extraordinary  perfhn  was 
■born  at  Merchiflon,  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Edinburgh,  in  the 
year  1550. 

44  He  was  the  fon  of  hr  Archi¬ 
bald  Napier,  of  Merchiflon,  m after 
of  the  mint  in  Scotland,  and  of 
Janet  Bothwell,  daughter  of  Mr. 
Francis  Bothwell,  one  of  the  fena- 
tors  of  the  college  of  juflice, 

44  That  his  family  was  of  ancient 
leftablifhment  in  the  counties  of 
Dunbarton  and  Stirling,  appears 


from  the  public  records,  and  from 
the  private  archives  of  his  houfe. 

44  John  de  Napier,  from  whom 
he  fprung  in  the  12  th  generation, 
was  one  of  t.kofe  proprietors  of 
lands,  who  Two  re  allegiance  to  Ed¬ 
ward  the  Fiiil,  of  England,  in  the 
year  1  2q6.  William,  from  whom 
he  counted  in  the  ninth  generation, 
was  governor  of  the  cable  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  in  the  year  1401,  whole 
fon  Alexander  was  the  firft  baron 
or  laird  of  Merchiflon,  and  was  the 
father  of  another  of  the  fame  name, 
who  was  vice-admiral  of  Scotland, 
and  one  of  the  commiftioners  from 
king  James  III.  at  the  court  of 
London,  \n  the  years  1461  and 
1464. 

*4  From  the  family  of  Lennox, 
earl  of  Lennox,  he  derived  a  co» 
heirjhip  by  the  marriage  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  Mentieth,  of  Rnfky,  to  his 
great-grandfather’s  father,  fir  John 
Napier,  of  Merchiflon  :  but  on  his 
anceflors  he  rc  defied  more  honour 
and  celebrity  than  he  received,  and 
his  name  will  probably  be  famous, 
when  the  lineage  of  Plantagenet 
will  b.e  remembered  only  by  genea¬ 
logies,  and  when  pofferity  may 
know  no  more  of  his,  than  we  now 
know  of  the  families  of  Plato,  A- 
riflotle,  Archimedes,  or  Euclid. 

41  It  is  fit,  that  meu  fhould  be 
4  z  taught 
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taught  to  aim  at  higher  and  more 
permanent  glory  than  wealth,  of¬ 
fice,  titles,  or  parade  can  afford  ; 
and  I  like  the  talk,  of  making  fueh 
great  men  look  little,  by  comparing 
them  with  men  who  referable  the 
fubjed  ©f  my  prefent  enquiry. 

«  From  Napier’s  own  authority 
■we  learn,  that  he  was  educated  at 
St.  Andrews,  where,  writes  he,  44  in 
46  my  tender  years  and  bairn-age,  at 
44  fchools,  having  on  the  one  part 
««  contracted  a  loving  familiaritie 
«  with  a  certain  gentleman  a  papift, 

and  on  the  other  part  being  at- 
«  tentive  to  the  fermons  of  that 
44  worthy  man  of  God,  maifter 
44  Chriftopher'  Goodman,  teaching 
44  upon  the  Apocalyps,  I  was  mov- 
144  ed  in  admiration  againfl  theblind- 
44  nefs  of  papifls  that  could  not 
44  moft  evidentlie  fee  their  feven 
44  hilled  citie  of  Rome,  painted  out 
44  there  fo  lively  by  faint  John,  as 
44  the  mother  of  all  fpiritual  whore- 
44  dome  :  that  not  onlie  hurfted  I 
44  oute  in  continuall  reafoning  a- 
44  gainft  my  faid  familiar,  but  alio 
w  from  thenceforth  I  determined 
44  with  myfelf  by  the  affiftance  of 
44  God’s  fpirit  to  employ  my  Rudy 
<4  and  diligence  to  fearch  out  the 
“  remanent  mvfteries  of  that  holy 
44  booke  (as  to  this  houre  praifed  be 
*4  the  Lord  I  have  bin  doiny  at  all 

#  O 

44  fuch  times  as  conveniently  I 
44  might  have  occafton),”  LA. 

44  The  time  of  Napier’s  matri¬ 
culation  does  not  appear  from  the 
regifter  of  the  univerfity  of  St.  An¬ 
drew’s,  as  the  books  af:end  no 
higher  than  the  beginning  of  the 
laft  century  ;  but  as  the  ofd  whore 
of  Babylon  affumed,  in  the  eyes  of 
the  people  of  Scotland,  her  deepeft 
tinge  of  fcarlet  about  the  year  1 566, 
and  at  that  time  correfponds  to  the 
•literary  bairn -age  of  John  Napier, 
I  fuppofe,  he  then  imbibed  the  holy 
fears  and  commentaries  of  maifter 


Chriffopher  Goodman,  and  as  other 
great  mathematicians  have  ended, 
fb  he  began  his  career  with  that  my- 
fterious  book. 

44  I  have  not  been  able  to  trace 
Merchifton  from  the  univerfity,  till 
th d  publication  of  his  Plain  Difco- 
very,  at  Edinburgh,  in  the  year 
1593  ;  though  Mackenzie,  in  his 
lives  and  charadters  of  the  moft 
eminent  writers  of  the  Scottifh  na¬ 
tion,  informs  us  (without  quota¬ 
tion,  however,  of  any  authority) 
that  he  paffed  fome  years  abroad, 
in  the  Low  Countries,  France,  and 
Italy,  and  that  he  applied  himfelf 
there,  to  the  ftudy  of  mathematics, 

44  In  the  Britifh  Mufeurn  there 
are  two  copies  of  his  letter  to  An- 

i 

thony  Bacon,  the  original  of  which, 
is  in  the  archbifhop’s  library  at 
Lambeth,  entitled  44  Secret  Inven¬ 
tions,  profitable  and  neceffary,  in 
thefe  days,  for  the  defence  of  this 
ifland,  and  withftanding  ftrangers 
enemies  to  God’s  truth  and  reli¬ 
gion,”  which  I  have  caufed  to  be 
printed,  in  the  Appendix7  to  this 
tradt.  This  letter  is  dated,  June  ~, 
ic,  q6,  about  which  time  it  appears, 
as  fhall  be  fhewn  hereafter,  that  he 
had  fet  himfelf  to  explore  his  loga¬ 
rithmic  canon. 

44  I  have  enquired,  without  fuc- 
cefs,  among  all  the  defendants  of 
this  eminent  perfon,  for  papers  or 
letters,  which  might  elucidate  this 
dark  part  of  his  hiftory  ;  and  if  we 
conftder  that  Napier  was  a  rechife 
mathematician,  living  in  a  country 
verv  inacceffible  to  literary  corref- 

*  J 

pondence,  we  have  not  much  room 
to  expect,  that vthe  moft  diligent 
explorations  would  furnifh  much 
to  the  purpofe,  of  having  the  pro- 
grefs  of  his  ftudies, 

44  Among  Mr.  Briggs’s  papers, 
preferved  in  the  Britifh  Mufeurn,  I 
looked  for  letters  from  Napier,  but 
found  only  what  Mr.  Briggs  calls 

his 
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his  Imitatio  Nepeirea,  five  applica- 
tio  omnium  fere  regularum,  fuis 
Logarithmis  pertinentium,  ad  Lo¬ 
garithm  os  ;  which  feems  to  have 
been  written  in  the  year  161  foon 
after  the  publication  of  the  Canon. 

44  Though  the  life  of  a  learned 
man  is  commonly  barren  of  events, 
and  beft  unfolded  in  the  account 
of  his  writings,  difcoveries,  im¬ 
provements,  and  correfpondence 
with  the  learned  men  of  his  age, 
yet  I  anxioufly  fought  for  fome- 
wliat  more,  with  refpeCl  to  a  cha¬ 
racter  I  fo  much  admired ;  but 
my  refearches  have  hitherto  been 
fruitlefs.  Perhaps  from  the  letters, 
books,  and  collections  of  focieties 
or  of  learned  individuals,  to  which 
I  have  not  had  accefs,  fomething 
may  hereafter  be  brought  to  light  : 
and  one  of  the  inducements  to  of¬ 
fer  a  fketch  of  this  kind  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  is  the  tendency  it  may  have  to 
•bring  forth  fuch  information.  His 
Plain  Difcovery  has  been  printed 
abroad,  iri  feveral  languages,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  French,  at  Rochelle,  in 
the  year  1693,  8vo.  announced  in 
the  title,  as  revifed  by  himfeif.  No¬ 
thing  could  be  more  agreeable  to 
the  Rochellers,  or  to  the  hugonots 
of  France,  at  this  time,  than  the 
author’s  annunciation  of  the  pope 
as  ant ich rift,  which  in  this  book  he 
has  endeavoured  to  Let  forth,  with 
much  zeal  and  erudition. 

44  That  Napier  had  begun,  about 
the  year  1^93,  that  train  of  en¬ 
quiry,  which  led  him  to  his  great 
atchievement  in  arithmetic,  appears 
from  a  letter  to  Crugerus  from  Kep¬ 
ler,  in  the  year  1624;  wherein, 
mentioning  the  Canon  Mirificus,  he 
writes  thus,  44  Nihil  autem  fupra 
44  Neperianam  rationem  effe  puto  : 
44  etfi  Scotus  quidem  liter  is  ad  Ty- 
44  chonem,  anno  1:9 a,  Scriptisjam 
44  fpem  fecit  Canonis  illius  minnci,” 
which  allufion  agrees  with  the  idle 


ftory  mentioned  by  Wood  in  his  A- 
thense  Oxon.  and  explains  it  in  a 
way  perfeftly  confonant  to  the  rights 
of  Napier  as  the  inventor;  con¬ 
cerning  which,  I  fhall  take  oceafion. 
to  comment,  in  the  account  of  his 
works  :  nor  is  it  to  be  fuppofed, 
that  had  this  noble  difcovery  been 
properly  applied  to  fcience,  by  Jus¬ 
tus  Byrgius,  or  Longomontanus, 
Napier  would  have  been  univerfally 
acknowledged  by  his  contempora¬ 
ries,  as  the  undisputed  author  of  it. 

44  No  men  in  the  world,  are  fo 
jealous  of  each  other  as  the  learned, 
and  the  leaft  pkuflble  pretence  of 
this  fort,  could  not  have  failed  to 
produce  a  controverfy,  in  the  re¬ 
public  of  letters,  both  in  his  life¬ 
time  and  after  his  death,  when  his 
praifes  were  founded  all  over  Eu¬ 
rope. 

44  When  Napier  had  communi¬ 
cated  to  Mr.  Henry  Briggs,  mathe¬ 
matical  profeflbr  in  Grefham  col¬ 
lege,  his  wonderful  canon  for  the 
logarithms,  that  learned  profeflbr 
fet  himfeif  to  apply  the  ruhs  in  his 
Imitatio  Nepeirea,  which  I  have 
already  mentioned,  and  in  a  letter 
to  archbifhop  Ufher,  in  the  year 
1615,  he  writes  thus,  44  Napier, 
44  lord  of  Merchifton,  hath  fet  my 
44  head  and  hands  at  work  with  his 
44  new  and  admirable  logarithms. 
44  I  hope  to  fee  him  this  fummer  if 
44  it  pleafe  God,  for  i  never  faw  a 
44  book  which  pieafed  me  better,  and 
44  made  me  more  wonder.” 

44  It  may  feem  extraordinary  to 
quote  Lilly  the  aftrologer  with  ref- 
peCI  to  fo  great  a  man  as  Napier; 
yet  as  the  paflage  I  propofe  to  tran- 
feribe  from  Lilly’s  life,  gives  a  pic- 
turefque  view  of  the  meeting  be¬ 
twixt  Briggs  and  the  inventor  of  the 
logarithms,  at  Merchifton  near  E- 
dinburgh,  I  fhall  fet  it  down  in  the 
original  words  of  that  mountebank 
knave. 

A  3 


44  I  will 
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44  I  will  acquaint  you  with  one 
memorable  dory,  related  unto  me 
by  John  Marr,  an  excellent  mathe¬ 
matician  and  geometrician,  whom 
I  conceive  you  remember.  He  w-as 
fervant  to  king  James  I.  and  Charles 
I-  When  Merchidon  fird  publidi- 
ed  his  logarithms,  Mr.  Briggs,  then 
reader  of  the  adronomy  lectures 
at  Grefham  college  in  London,  was 
fo  furprized  with  admiration  of 
them,  that  he  could  have  no  quiet- 
nefs  in  himfelf,  until  he  had  feen 
that  noble  perform  whofe  only  in¬ 
vention  they  were  :  he  acquaints 
John  Marr  therewith,  who  went 
into  Scotland  before  Mr.  Briggs, 
purpofely  to  be  there  when  thefe 
two  fo  learned  perforts  fhould  meet ; 
Mr.  Briggs  appoints  a  certain  day 
when  to  meet  at  Edinburgh,*  but 
failing  thereof,  Merchidon  was  fear¬ 
ful  he  would  not  come.  It  hap¬ 
pened  one  day  as  John  Marr  and 
the  lord  Napier  were  fpeaMing  of 
Mr.  Briggs  ;  44  Ah,  John,  faid  Mer- 
“  chiffon,  Mr.  Briggs  will  not  now 
“  come  at  the  very  indant  one 
knocks  at  the  gate ;  John  Marr 
haded  down  and  it  proved  to  be 
Mr.  Briggs  to  his  great  content¬ 
ment.  He'  brings  Mr.  Briggs  up 
to  my  lord’s  chamber,  where  aimoli 
one  quarter  of  an  hour  wits  ipenL 
each  beholding  other  with  admira-* 
tion  before  one  word  was  fpoken  : 
at  lad  Mr.  Briggs  began.  44  My 
“  lord,  I  have  undertaken  this  long 
“journey  purpofely  to  fee  your 
“  perfon,  and  to  know  by  What 
“  engine  of  wit  or  ingenuity  you 
came  fird  to  think  of  this  mod 
“  excellent  help  unto  adfono- 
<4  my,  viz.  the  logarithms ;  but 
“  my  lord,  being  by  you  found  out, 
“  I  wonder  nobody  elfe  found  it 
^  out  before,  when  now  being 
“  known  it  appears  fo  eafy.”  He 
was  nobly  entertained  by* the  lord" 
Napier,  and  every,  fu  miner.  after 


that,  during  the  laird’s  being  ahVey 
this  venerable  man  Mr.  Briggs 
went  purpofely  to  Scotland  to  vifit 
him. 

“  There  is  a  padage  in  the  life  of 
Tycho  Brahe  bv  Gadendi,  which 
may  miflead  an  inattentive  reader 
to  fuppofe  that  Napier’s  method 
had  been  explored  by  HefWart  at 
Hoenburg,  ’tis  im  Gadendi ’s  Obfer- 
vations  on  a  Letter  from  Tycho  t& 
Herwart,  of  the  lad  day  of  Am 
gud  1599.  “  Dixit  Hervartus  ni- 

44  hil  morari  fe  folvendi  cujufquem 
“  trianguli  didfcultatem  ;  folere  if 
44  enirn  in uTt iplicat ionu m,  ac  divi- 
44  donum  vice  additiones  folum, 
44  fubtracdkmes  93  ufurpare  (quod' 
44  ut  fieri  podef,  docuk  poftraodum 
44  fuo  Logarithmorurii  Canotie  Ne- 
44  perus.)”  But  Herwart  heretal- 
ludes  to  his  work .  afterwards  pub- 
lidied  in  the  year  1610,  which  folves 
triangles  by  prOitaphsereris,  a  mode 
totally  different  from  that  of  the  Ich 
garithms. 

44  Kepler  dedicated  his  Epheme- 
rides  to  Napier,  which  were  pub- 
lidied  in  the  year  1617  ;  and  it  ap¬ 
pears  from  many  paffages  in  bis 
letter  about  this  time,  that  he  held 
ier  to  be  the  greated*  man  ©f 


in  the  particular  depart¬ 


ment  to  which. he  applied  hrs  abili¬ 
ties  :  and  indeed’,  if.  We  confide? 
that  Napier’s  difcovery  was  not  like1 
thofe  of  Kepler  or  of  Newton,1 
connected  with  any  analogies,  or  ro- 
incidences,  which  might  have  led 
him  to  it,  but  the  fruit  of  unaffid- 
ed  reafon  and  lcience,  we  fllall  be 
vindicated  in  placing  him  in  one  of 
the  higheft  niches  in  the  temple  of 


u 


Kepler  had  made  many  unfuc- 
cefsful  attempts  to  difcover  his  ca¬ 
non  for  the  periodic  motions  of  the 
planets  and  hit  upon  it  at  lad.  a2i 
he  himfelf  candidly  owns,  mn  the 
1 5  th  of  May,*  i 6  i  i  i  and  N ewton 

aonlit'd . 
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applied  the  palpable  tendency  of 
heavy  bodies  to  the  earth  to  the 
fyftenh  of  the  imiverfe  in  general  : 
but  Napier  fought  out  hi§  admir¬ 
able  rules,  by  a  flow  fcientific  pro- 
grefs,  arifing  from  the  gradual  re¬ 
volution  of  truth. 

44  ihie  laft  literary  exertion  of 
this  eminent  perfon,  was  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  his  Rabdology  and 
Promptuary,  in  the  year  .617* 
which  he  dedicated  to  the  chancel¬ 
lor  Seton,  and  foon  after  died  at 
Merchifton,  on  the  3d  of  April, 
O;  S»  of  the  fame  year,  in  the 
68th  year  of  his  age,  and,  as  I 
fuppofe,  in  the  23d  of  his  happy 
invention. 

44  In  his  perfon,  the  portraits 
1  have  feen  reprefent  him  of  a 
grave  and  fweet  countenance,  not 
unlike  his  eminent  contemporary 
monfieur  de  Peirefc. 

44  In  his  family  he  feerns  to  have 
been  uncommonly  fortunate,  for 
his  eldeft  fon  became  learned  and 
eminent  even  in  his  father’s  life¬ 
time,  his  third  a  pupil  of  his  own 
in  mathematics,  to  whom  he  left 
the  care  of  publiihing  his  pofthum- 
ous  works ;  and  loling  none  of  his 
thildren  by  death,  he  loft  all  his 
daughters  by  honourable  or  refpebf- 
able  marriages. 

44  He  was  twice  married.  By  his 
firft  wife,  Margaret,  the  daughter 
df  fir  James  Stirling  of  Kier,  de¬ 
fended  of  one  of  the  oldeft  and 
fnoft  refpectable  gentlemen’s  fami¬ 
lies  in  Scotland,  he  had  an  only 
child,  Archibald,  his  fucceflbr  in  his 
efiates,  of  whom  I  fhall  hereafter 
give  feme  account.  By  his  febOiRr 


marriage  with  Agnes,  the  daughter 
of  fir  James  Chiiholrh,  of.  CronH 
bie,  he  had  five  fonS  :  John,  laird 
of  Kafter  Tonie  ;  Robert,  whd 
publifhed  his  father’s  works,  whom 
I  have  already  mentioned,  the  an- 
cefior  of  the  Napiers  of  Kilkroigh* 
in  Stirlingfhire  ;  Alexander  Napier 
of  Gillets,  efq.  William  Napier  of 
Ardmore ;  and  Adam,  of  whom 
the  Napiers  ol  Blackftone  andCrai- 
gannet  .in  Stirlinglhire  are  defend¬ 
ed.  His  daughters  were,  Margaret, 
the  wife  of  fir  James  Stuart  of  Rof- 
fayth  ;  Jane,  married  to  James  Ha¬ 
milton*  laird  of  Kilbrachmont  in 
Fife  1  Elizabeth,  to  William  Cu- 
ninghame  of  Craigends ;  Agnes,  to 
George  Drummond  of  Baloch  ;  and 
Helen,  to  the  reverend  Mr.  Mat¬ 
thew  Bufbane,  redtof  of  the  parifh 
of  Erlkilie  in  Renfrewfhire. 

44  He  Was  interred  In  the  cathe¬ 
dral  church  of  St.  Giles,  at  Edin¬ 
burgh,  at  the  eaft  fide  of  its  north¬ 
ern  entrance,  where  there  is  now  a 
ftone  tablet,  indicating,  by  a  Latiii 
infcription,  that  the  burial  place  of 
the  Napiers  is  in  that  place  ;  but 
no  tomb  has  ever  been  eredted  to 
the  memory  of  fo  celebrated  a  man* 
nor  can  it  be  required  to  preferve 
his  memory,  fince  the  aflronomer* 
geographer^  navigator,'  and  political, 
arithmetician,  muft  feel  themfelves 
every  day  indebted  to  his  inven¬ 
tions,  and  thus  a  monument  is 
eredted  to  the  illuftrious  Napier* 
which  cannot  be  obliterated  by 
time,  or  depreciated  by  the  inge¬ 
nuity  of  others  in  the  fame  depart** 
mentfi* 
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Some  PARTICULARS  of  the  EARLIER  YEARS  of  Cap¬ 
tain  COOK’s  LIFE:  with  his  CHARACTER. 


[From  Dr.  Kippis’s  Life  of 

I 

u  APT  A  IN  James  Cook  had 
no  claim  to  diftindtion  on 
account  of  the  luftre  of  his  birth, 
or  the  dignity  of  his  anceftors.  His 
father,  James  Cook,  who  from  his 
dialedf  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  a 
Northumbrian,  was  in  the  humble 
ffation  of  a  fervant  in  hulbandry, 
and  married  a  woman  of  the  fame 
rank  with  himfelf,  whofe  Chriftian 
name  was  Grace.  Both  of  them 
were  noted  in  their  neighbourhood 
for  their  honefty,  fobriety,  and  di¬ 
ligence.  They  firft  lived  at  a  vil¬ 
lage  called  Morton,  and  then  re¬ 
moved  to  Marton,  another  village 
in  the  North-riding  of  Yorkfhire, 
fttuated  in  the  high  road  from  Gif- 
brongh,  in  Cleveland,  to  Stockton 
upon  Tees,  in  the  county  of  Dur¬ 
ham,  at  the  diftance  of  fix  miles 
from  each  of  thefe  towns.  At  Mar- 
ton  captain  Cook  was  born,  on  the 
27th  of  Odlober,  1728  ;  and,  a- 
greeably  to  the  cuftom  of  the  vicar 
of  the  parifh,  whofe  pradtice  it  was 
to  baptize  infants  foon  after  their 
birth,  he  was  baptized  on  the  3d  of 
November  following.  He  was  one 
of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  are 
■now  dead,  excepting  a  daughter, 
who  married  a  fifherman  at  Redcar. 
The  firft  rudiments  of  young  Cook’s 
education  were  received  by  him  at 
Marton,  where  he  was  taught  to 
read  by  dame  Walker,  the  fchool- 
miftrefs  of  the  village.  When  he 
was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father, 
in  conference  of  the  charadter  he 
had  obtained  for  induftry,  frugality, 
and  fkill  in  hulbandry,  had  a  little 
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promotion  beftowed  upon  him, 
which  was  that  of  being  appointed 
head  fervant,  or  hind,  to  a  farm 
belonging  to  the  late  Thomas  Scot- 
tow,  efq.  called  Airy  Holme,  near 
Great  Avton.  To  this  place,  there¬ 
fore,  he  removed  with  his  family  ; 
and  his  fon  James,  at  Mr.  Scottow’s 
expence,  was  put  to  a  day-fchooi  in 
Ay  ton,  where  he  was  inftnidfed  in 
writing,  and  in  a  few  of  the  firft 
rules  of  arithmetic. 

“  Before  he  was  thirteen  years  of 
age,  he  was  bound  an  apprentice 
to  Mr.  William  Saunderfon,  a  ha- 
berdafher,  or  fhopkeeper,  at  Staiths, 
a  confiderable  fifhing  town,  about 
ten  miles  north  of  Whitby.  This 
employment,  however,  was  very 
uiifuitable  to  young  Cook’s  difpo- 
fition.  The  fea  was  the  objedt  of 
his  inclination ;  and  his  paffion  for 
it  could  not  avoid  being  ftrength- 
ened  by  the  fttuation  of  the  town  iu 
which  he  was  placed,  and  the  man¬ 
ner  of  life  of  the  perfons  with 
whom  he  muft  frequently  converfe. 
Some  difagreement  having  happen¬ 
ed  between  him  and  his  mafter,  he 
obtained  his  difcharge,  and  foon  af¬ 
ter  bound  himfelf  for  feven  years 
to  Mefirs.  John  and  Henry  Walker, 
of  Whitby,  Quakers  by  religious 
profeflion,  and  principal  owners  of 
the  fhip  Free-love,  and  of  another 
veffel,  both  of  which  were  conftant- 
ly  employed  in  the  coal-trade.  The 
greateft  part  of  his  apprenticed}  ip 
was  fpent  on  board  the  Free-love. 
After  he  was  out  of  his  time  he 
continued  to  ferve  in  the  coal  and 

other 
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other  branches  of  trade  (though 
chiefly  in  the  former)  in  the  capa¬ 
city  of  a  common  Tailor  ;  till,  at 
length,  he  was  raifed  to  be  mate 
of  one  of  Mr.  John  Walker’s  fhips. 
During  this  period  it  is  not  recol¬ 
lected  that  he  exhibited  any  thing 
very  peculiar,  either  in  his  abilities 
or  his  conduct  :  though  there  can 
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be  no  doubt  but  that  he  had  gained 
a  coniiderable  degree  of  knowledge 
in  the  practical  part  of  navigation, 
and  that  his  attentive  and  fagacious 
mind  was  laying  up  a  (lore  of  ob- 
fervations  which  would  be  ufeful  to 
him  in  future  life. 

44  In  the  ipring  of  the  year  17  5  7, 
when  hofrilities  broke  out  between 
England  and  France,  and  there  was 
a  hot  orefs  for  Teamen,  Air.  Cook 
happened  to  be  in  the  river  Thames 
with  the  Liiip  to  which  he  belonged. 
At  ftrft  he  concealed  himfelf,  to 
avoid  being  preffed  ;  but  reflecting 
that  it  might  be  difficult,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  his  vigilance,  to  elude 
difeovery  or  eTcape  punuit,  he  de¬ 
termined,  upon  farther  •  coniidera- 
tion,  to  enter  voluntarily  into  his 
majefty’s  Ter  vice,  and  to  take  his 
future  fortune  in  the  royal  navy. 
Perhaps  he  had  Tome  prefage  in  his 
own  mind,  that  by  his  activity  and 
exertions  he  might  rife  conflderably 
above  his  prefent  fituation.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  he  went  to  a  rendezvous 
at  Wapping,  and  entered  with  an 
officer  of  the  Eagle  man  of  war,  a 
fliip  of  fixty  guns,  at  that  time 
commanded  by  captain  Hamer.  To 
this  Thip  captain  (now  fir  Hugh) 
Palliferwas  appointed,  in  the  month 
of  OHober,  17^5;  and  when  he 
took  the  command,  found  in  her 
James  Cook,  whom  he  Toon  diflin- 
guifhed  to  be  an  able,  active,  and 
diligent  Teaman,  All  the  officers 
fpoke  highly  in  his  favour,  and  the 
captain  was  To  well  pleafed  with  his 
behaviour,  that  he  gave  him  every 
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encouragement  which  lay  in  his 
power. 

44  In  the  courfe  of  fome  time, 
captain  Pallifer  received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Ofbaideflon,  then  mem¬ 
ber  of  parliament  for  Scarborough, 
acquainting  him  that  feveral  neigh¬ 
bours  of  his  had  fbliclted  him  to 
write  in  favour  of  one  Cook,  011 
board  the  captain’s  fliip..  They 
had  heard  that  captain  Pallifer  had 
taken  notice  of  him,  and  they  re- 
quelled  if  he  thought  Cook  deferr¬ 
ing  of  it,  that  he  would  point  out 
in  what  manner  Mr.  Ofbaideflon 
might  beft  contribute  his  affiftance 
towards  forwarding  the  young  man’s 
promotion.  The  captain,  in  his 
reply,  did  juflice  to  Air.  Cook’s  me¬ 
rit  ;  but,  as  he  had  been  only  a 
Abort  time  in  the  navy,  informed 
Mr.  Olbaldeflon  that  he  could  not 
be  promoted  as  a  com  million  offi¬ 
cer,  A  mailer’s  warrant,  captain. 
Pallifer  added,  might  perhaps  be 
procured  for  Air.  Cook,  by  which 
he  would  be  raifed  to  a  flat  ion  that 
he  was  well  qualified  to  di Charge 
with  ability  and  credit. 

44  Such  a  warrant  he  obtained 
on  the  icth  of  Alay,  1759.  for 
the  Grampus  Hoop  ;  but  the  pro¬ 
per  mafter  having  unexpectedly 
returned  to  her,  the  appointment 
did  not  take  place.  Four  days  af¬ 
ter  he.  was  made  mafter  of  the  Gar¬ 
land  ;  when,  upon  enquiry,  it  was 
found  that  he  could  not  join  her, 
as  the  fhio  had  already  failed.  On 
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the  next  day,  the  1 5th  of  May,  he 
was  appointed  to  the  Mercury. 
Thefe  quick  and  fucceffive  ap¬ 
pointments  Ihew  that  his  interefl 

I 

was  ftrong,  and  that  the  inten¬ 
tion  to  ferve  him  was  real  and  ef  ¬ 
fectual. 

44  The  deftination  of  the  Mer¬ 
cury  was  to  North  America,  whem 
fhe  joined  the  fleet  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  fir  Charles  Saunders, 

which. 
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which,  in  conjunction  with  the 
land-forces  under  General  Wolfejwas 
engaged  in  the  famous  fiege  of 
Quebec*  During  that  liege,  a  dif¬ 
ficult  and  dangerous  fervice  was 
necefiary  to  be  performed.  This 
was  to  take  the  foundings  m  the 
Channel  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
between  the  ifland  of  Orleans  and 
the  north  fhore,  diredtly  in  the 
front  of  the  French  fortified  camp 
at  Montmorency  and  Beau  port,  in 
order  to  enable  the  admiral  to  place 
Ihips  againff  the  enemy’s  batteries, 
•and  to  cover  our  army  on  a  general 
attack,  which  the  heroic  W olfe  in¬ 
tended  to  make  on  the  camp.  Cap¬ 
tain  Paiiifer,  in  confequenee  of  his 
acquaintance  with  Mr.  Cook’s  fa- 
gacity  and  refolution,  recommend^ 
ftd  him  to  the  fervice-;  and  he  per¬ 
formed  it  in  the  molt  complete 
manner.  In  this  bufihefs  he  was 
employed  during  the  night  time, 
for  feveral  nights  together.  At 
length  he  was  difeovered  by  the 
Inemy,  who  collected  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  Indians  arid  canoes,  in  a 
wood  near  the  water-  fide,  which 
■Were  launched  in  the  night,  for  the 
JMrpofe  of  furrounding  him  and 
cutting  him  off.  On  this  occafion, 
he  had  a  very  narrow  efcape.  He 
Was  obliged  to  run  for  it,  and  pufh- 
4d  on  fhore  on  the  ifland  of  Or¬ 
leans,  near  the  guard  of  the  Eng- 
hfh  hofpital.  Some  of  the  Indians 
entered  at  the  fiern  of  the  boat,  as 
Mr.  Cook  leaped  out  at  the  bow  $ 
and  the  boat,  which  was  a  barge 
belonging  to  one  of  the  Blips  of 
War,  Was  carried  away  in  triumph. 
Plowever,  he  furni filed  the  admiral 
With  as  corredl  and  complete  ft 
draught  of  the  channel  and  found¬ 
ings  as  could  have  been  made  after 
our  countrymen  were  in  poffellion 
oi  Quebec.  Sir  Hugh  Paiiifer  has 
gaodPsaikn  tc  believe,  that  before 


this  time  Mr.  Cook  had  fcarcehf 
ever  ufed  a  pencil,  and  that  he 
knew  nothing  of  drawing. ,  But 
fuchwas  his  capacity,  that  hefpeedi- 
ly  made  himfelf  mafler  of  every 
objeH  to  which  he  applied  his  at¬ 
tention. 

u  Another  important  fervice  was 
performed  by  Mr*  Cook  while  the 
fleet  continued  in  the  river  of  St. 
Lawrence.  The  navigation  of  that 
river  is  exceedingly  difficult  and  ha- 
zardous.  It  was  particularly  fo  to 
the  Englifli,  who  were  then  in  a 
great  rneafure  firangers  to  this  part 
of  North  America,  and  who  had 
no  chart,  on  the  corredhaefs  of 
which  they  Could  depend.  It 
Was,  therefore,  ordered  by  the 
admiral,  that  Mr.  Cook  fhould  be 
employed  to  furvey  thole  parts  of 
the  river,  below  Quebec,  which 
navigators  had  experienced  to  he 
attended  with  peculiar  difficulty  and 
danger  ;  and  he  executed  the  bull- 
nefs  with  the  fame  diligence  and 
fkiil  of  which  he  had  already  df- 
forded  fo  happy  a  fpecimen.  When 
he  had  Unfilled  the  undertaking, 
his  chart  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence 
was  publiflied,  with  foundings  and 
directions  for  failing  in  that  river* 
Of  the  accuracy  and  utility  of  this 
chart  it  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that  it 
hath  never  linfie  been  found  nteef- 
fary  to  publfih  any  other*  One 
which  has  appeared  in  France  is 
only  a  copy  of  our  author’s,  on  a 
reduced  feale. 

u  After  the  expedition  at  Que¬ 
bec,  Mr.  Cook,  by  warrant  from 
lord  Colvill,  was  appointed,  on  the 
2 2d  oi  September,  mafter  of  the 
Northumberland  man  of  war,  the 
fiiip  in  which  his  lordfliip  ffaid,  in 
the  following  winter,  as  commo¬ 
dore,  with  the  command  of  a  fqua- 
dron  at  Halifax.  In  this  ftatioiv 
Mr;  Cook’s  behaviour  did  not  fail 

to 
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to  gain  him  the  efteem  and  friend- 
fhip  of  his  commander.  During 
the  ieifure  which  the  feafon  of  win¬ 
ter  afforded  him,  he  employed  his 
time  in  the  acquihtion  of  fuch 
knowledge  as  eminently  qualified 
him  for  future  fervice.  It  was  at 

Halifax  that,  he  fir  ft  read  Euclid, 
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and  applied  hftnfelf  to  the  fludy  of 
affronomy  and  other  branches  of 
fcience.  The  books  of  which  he 
had  the  affilfance  were  few  in  num¬ 
ber  ;  but  his  mduftfv  enabled  him 
to  fupply  many  defedls,  and  to  make 
a  progrefs  far  fuperior  to  what 
could  be  expected  from  the  advan- 
gages  he  enjoyed* 

t6‘  While  Mr.  Cook'  was  maker  of 
the  Northumberland  under  lord 
ColviH,  that  fhip  came  to  New¬ 
foundland,  in.  September,  1762,  to- 
afiift  iii  the  recapture  of  the  ifland 
from  the  French,  by  the  forces  un- 
der  the  command  of  lieutenant-co¬ 
lonel  Amherft*  When  the  ifland 
Was  recovered,  the  Englifh  fleet 
(laid  fome  days  at  Placentia,  in  or¬ 
der  to  put  it  in  a  more  complete 
date  of  defence.  During  this  time 
Mr.  Cook  man ift fled  a  diligence  in 
surveying  the  harbour  and  heights 
of  the  place,  which  arrefled  the 
notice  of  captain  (now  admiral) 
G  raves,  commander  of  the  Ante- 
Jbpe,  and  governor  of  New-found- 
land.  The  governor  was  hence  in¬ 
duced  to  a.fk  Cook  a  variety  of 
qiiefticns,  from  the  anfwers  to  which 
he  was  led  to  entertain  a  very  fa-* 
Vourable  opinion  of  his  abilities. 
This  opinion  was  increafed,  the 
more  he  faw  of  Mr.  Cook’s  con- 
du.61  ;  who,  wherever  they  went, 
continued  to  difplay  the  mob  un¬ 
remitting  attention  to  every  object* 
that  related  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
coaft,  and  which  was  calculated  to 
facilitate  the  practice  of  navigation. 
The  efteem  which  captain  Graves 
had?  conceived  for  him,;  was  ccmc 
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firmed  by  the  teffimonies  to  his 
character  that  Were  given  by  all 
the  officers  under  whom  he  ferv- 
ed. 

ci’  In  the  latter  end  of  1762,  Mr. 
Cook  returned  to  England  ;  and,- 
on  the  2 1  ft  of  December,  in  the 
fame  year,  married,  at  Barking  iir 
Effiex,  mifs  Elizabeth'  Batts,  an 
amiable  and  deferving  woman,  who*' 
Was  juftiy-  entitled  to,  and  enjoyed 
his  tendereft  regard  and  afFebfion. 
But  his  ftation  in  life,  and  the  high; 
duties  to  which  he  was  called,  did 
not  permit  him  to  partake  of  ma¬ 
trimonial  felicity  without  many  and* 
very  long  interruptions, 

u  Early  in  the  year  of  1763,-  af¬ 
ter  the  peace  with  France  and  Spain' 
was  concluded,  it  Was  determined 
that  captain  Graves  fliould  go  out 
again  as  governor  of  Newfound¬ 
land.  As  the  country  was  very  va¬ 
luable  in  a  commercial  view,  and 
had  been  an  object  of  great  con¬ 
tention  between  the  Englifh  and  the 
French,  the  captain'  obtained  art 
eftablifhment  for  the  fiirvey  of  its- 
coafts;  which,  however,  he  pro-' 
cured  with  fome'  difficulty,  became 
the  matter  was  not  fufticiently  urn 
derftood  by  government  at  home. 

In  cord! dering  the  execution  of  the*' 
plan,  Mr.  Cook  appeared  to  cap-' 
tain  Graves  to  be  a  very  proper  per- 
fon  for  the  purpofe  ;  and  propofals  ' 
vcere  made  to  him,  to  which,  not-' 
withftanding  his  recent  marriage* 
he  readily  and  prudently  acceded.’5 

u  At  the  end  of  the  feafon,  Mr.* 
Cook  returned  to  England,  but  did 
not  long  continue  at  home.  In  they 
beginning  of  the  year  1764,  his  old" 
and  conftant  friend  and  patron,,  fir 
Hugh  Pallifer,  was  appointed  go-7 
Vernon  and  commodore  of  New-’ 
foundland  and  Labradore ;  upon’ 
which  occafion  he  was  glad  to  take: 
Mr.  Cook  with  him,  in  the  fame 
capacity  that  he  hadfuftaiaed  un¬ 
der 
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der  captain  Graves.  Indeed,  no 
man  could  have  been  found  who 
was  better  qualified  for  finilhing  the 
defien  which  had  been  begun  in  the 
preceding  year.  The  charts  or  the 
coafts,  in  that  part  of  North  Ame¬ 
rica.;  were  very  erroneous ;  and  it 
was  highly  neceffary  to  the  trade 
and  navigation  of  his  majefty’s  fub- 
jeCls,  that  new  ones  fliould  be  form¬ 
ed,  which  would  be  more  correct 
and  ufeful.  Accordingly,  under  the 
orders  of  commodore  Pallifer,  Mr. 
Cook  was  appointed  on  the  i  8th  of 
April,  1764,  marine-furveyor  of 
Newfoundland  and  Labradore  ;  and 
he  had  a  veftel,  the  Grenville 
fchooner,  to  attend  him  for  that 
purpofe.  How  well  he  execut¬ 
ed  his  commiflion  is  known  to 
every  man  acquainted  with  naviga¬ 
tion.  The  charts  which  he  after¬ 
wards  publifhed  of  the  different 
Purveys  he  had  made,  reflected  great 
credit  on  his  abilities  and  charac¬ 
ter,  and  the  utility  of  them  is  uni- 
verfally  acknowledged.  It  is  un- 
derffood,  that,  fo  far  as  Newfound¬ 
land  is  concerned,  they  were  of 
considerable  fervice  to  the  king’s 
minifters,  in  fettling  the  terms  of 
the  laft  peace.” 

“  Before  captain  Wallis  and  cap¬ 
tain  Carteret  had  returned  to  Great 
Britain,  another  voyage  was  re- 
folved  upon,  for  which  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  aftronomical  fcience  afford¬ 
ed  the  immediate  occafion.  It  hav¬ 
ing  been  calculated  by  aftronomers, 
that  a  tranfit  of  Venus  over  the 
fun’s  difk  would  happen  in  769, 
it  was  judged  that  the  beft  place  for 
obferving  it  would  be  in  fome  part 
of  the  South  Sea,  either  at  the 
Marquefas,  or  at  one  of  thole  iflands 
which  Tafman  had  called  Amfter- 
dam,  Rotterdam,  and  Middleburg, 
and  which  are  now  better  known 
under  the  appellation  of  the  Friend¬ 
ly  Iflands.  This  being  a  matter  of 
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eminent  confequence  in  aftronomy, 
and  which  excited  the  attention  of 
foreign  nations  as  well  as  of  our 
own,  the  affair  was  taken  up  by 
the  Royal  Society,  with  the  zeal 
which  has  always  been  difplayed 
by  that  learned  body  for  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  every  branch  of  phi- 
lofophical  fcience.  Accordingly,  a 
long  memorial  was  addrefted  to  his 
majefty,  dated  February  15th,  1768, 
reprefenting  the  great  importance 
of  the  objeCt,  together  -with  the 
regard  which  had  been  paid  to  it 
by  the  principal  courts  of  Europe  j 
and  intreating,  among  other  things, 
that  a  veffel  might  be  ordered,  at 
the  expence  of  government,  for  the 
conveyance  of  fuitable  perfons,  to 
make  the  obfervation  of  the  tranfit 
of  Venus  at  one  of  the  places  be¬ 
fore  mentioned.  This  memorial 
having  been  laid  before  the  king  by 
the  earl  of  Shelburne,  (now  the 
marquis  of  Landfdown)  one  of  the 
principal  fecretaries  of  ftate,  his 
majefty  gracioufty  fignified  his  plep- 
fure  to  the  lords  commiflioners  of 
the  admiralty,  that  they  ftiouid 
provide  a  fhip  for  carrying  over 
fuch  obfervers  as  the  Roval.  Society 

-  j 

Ihould  judge  proper  to  fend  to  the 
South  Seas ;  and  on  the  M  of  A- 
pril,  Mr.  Stephens  informed  the 
fociety,  that  a  bark  had  been  taken 
up  for  the  purpofe. 

“  The  gentleman  who  had  ori¬ 
ginally,  been  ftxed  upon  to  take  the 
direction  of  the  expedition,  was 
Alexander  Dalrymple,  efq,  an  emi¬ 
nent  member  of  the  Royal  Society, 
and  who,  beftdes  poffefling  an  accu¬ 
rate  knowledge  of  aftronomy,  had 
diftinguilhed  himfelf  by  his  enqui¬ 
ries  into  the  geography  of  the  South¬ 
ern  oceans,  and  by  the  collection 
he  had  publifhed  of  feveral  voyages 
to  thofe  parts  of  the  world.  Mr. 
Dalrymple  being  fenftble  of  the 
difficulty,  or  rather  of  the  impof- 

ftbility. 
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Ability,  of  carrying  a  Flip  through 
unknown  feas,  the  crew  of  which 
were  not  fubjedt  to  the  military  dif- 
cipline  of  his  majefty’s  navy,  he 
made  it  the  condition  of  his  going, 
that  he  fhould  have  a  brevet  corn- 
million  as  captain  of  the  veffel,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  fuch  a  commif- 
fion  had  been  granted  to  Dr.  Hal¬ 
ley  in  his  voyage  of  difcovery.  To 
this  demand  fir  Edward  Hawke, 
who  was  then  at  the  head  of  the 
admiralty,  and  who  poffefted  more 
of  the  fpirit  of  his  profeffion  than 
either  of  education  or  fcience,  ab¬ 
solutely  refilled  to  accede.  He  faid 
at  the  board,  that  his  con  fcience 
would  not  allow  him  to  trull  any 
fhip  of  his  majefty’s  to  a  perfon 
who  had  not  regularly  been  bred  a 
feaman.  On  being  farther  prefled 
upon  the  Subject,  fir  Edward  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  would  Suffer  his  right 
hand  to  be  cut  off  before  he  would 
fign  any  fuch  commiflion.  In  this 
he  was,  in  Some  degree,  ju  Rifted  by 
the  mutinous  behaviour  of  Halley’s 
crew,  who  refufed  to  acknowlege 
the  legal  authority  of  their  com¬ 
mander,  and  involved  him  in  a  dif- 
pute  which  was  attended  with  per¬ 
nicious  confequences.  Mr.  Dalryrn- 
ple,  on  the  other  hand,  was  equal¬ 
ly.  Heady  in  requiring  a  compliance 
with  the  terms  he  had  propofed. 
Such  was  the  irate  of  things,  when 
Mr.  Stephens,  fecretary  to  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  whofe  discrimination  of  the 

s  * 

numerous  characters,  with  which 
by  his  ftation  he  is  converfant,  re¬ 
flects  as  much  credit  on  his  under- 
ftanding,  as  his  upright  and  able 
conduct  does  on  the  office  he  has 
filled,  for  fo  many  years,  and  under 
fo  many  adminiitrations,  with  ho¬ 
nour  to  himfelf  and  advantage  to 
the  public,  obferved  to  the  board, 
that,  Since  fir  Edward  Hawke  and 
Mr,  Dalrymple  were  equally  inflex¬ 


ible,  no  method  remained  but  that 
of  finding  out  another  perfon  capa¬ 
ble  of  the  fervice.  He  knew,  he 
faid,  a  Mr.  Cook,  who  had  been 
employed  as  marine-furveyor  of 
Newfoundland,  who  had  been  re¬ 
gularly  educated  in  the  navy,  in. 
which  he  was  a  m after,  and  whom 
he  judged  to  be  fully  qualified  for 
the  diredtion  of  the  prefent  under¬ 
taking.  Mr.  Stephens,  at  the  fame 
time,  recommended  it  to  the  board, 
to  take  the  opinion  of  fir  Hugh 
Pallifer,  who  had  lately  been  go¬ 
vernor  of  Newfoundland,  and  was 
intimately  acquainted  with  Cook’s 
charadter.  Sir  Hugh  rejoiced  in 
the  opportunity  of  Serving  his 
friend.  lie  {Lengthened  Mr.  Ste¬ 
phens’s  recommendation  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  his  power  ;  and  added  ma¬ 
ny  things  in  Mr.  Cook’s  favour, 
ariftng  from  the  particular  know¬ 
ledge  which  he  had  of  his  abilities 
and  merit.  Accordingly,  Mr.  Cook 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  expedition  by  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty  ;  and,  on  this  occafton, 
he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  a 
lieutenant  in  the  royal  navy,  his 
commiflion  bearing  date  on  the  25  th 
of  May,  176.fr” 

u  From  the  relation  that  has  been 
given  of  captain  Cook’s  courie  of 
life,  and  of  the  important  events 
in  which  he  was  engaged,  my  rea¬ 
ders  cannot  be  ftrangers  to  his  ge¬ 
neral  character.  This,  therefore, 
might  be  left  to  be  colledted  from 
his  adtions,  which  are  the  beft  ex¬ 
hibitions  of  the  great  qualities  of 
his  mind.  But,  perhaps,  were  I 
not  to  endeavour  to  afford  a  Sum¬ 
mary  view  of  him  in  thefe  refpedts, 

.  I  might  be  thought  to  fail  in  that 
duty  which  I  owe  to  the  public  on 
the  prefent  occafton. 

“  It  cannot,  I  think,  be  denied, 
that  genius  belonged  to  captain 

Cook 
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.Cook  in  an  .eminent  degree.  By 
genius  I  do  not  here  underftand 

«o 

imagination  .merely,  or  that  power 
of  culling  the  flowers  of  fancy  which 
poetry  delights  in ;  blit  an  inven¬ 
tive  mind  ;  a  mind  full  of  refources ; 
and  which,  by  its  own  native  vi¬ 
gour,  can  fuggeff  noble  .objects  of 
purfuit,  and  the  moll  effectual  me¬ 
thods  of  attaining  them.  This  fa¬ 
culty  was  poiTefled  by  our  navigator 
in  its  full  energy,  as  .is  evident  from 
the  uncommon  fkgacity  and  pene¬ 
tration  which  he  difcovered  in  a  vaff 
variety  of  critical  and  difficult  fitu- 
ations. 

44  To  genius  captain  Cook  added 
application,  without  which  nothing 
very  valuable  or  permanent  can  be 
accompli fhed,  even  by  the  brighteff 
capacity.  For  an  unremitting  at¬ 
tention  to  whatever  related  to  his 
profeffion,  he  was  diftingiufhed  in 
early  life.  In  every  affair  that  was 
undertaken  by  him,  his  afliduity 
■was  without  interruption,  and  with¬ 
out  abatement.  Wherever  he  came, 
he  buffered  nothing  which  was  fit 
for  a  feam.en  to  know  or  to  prac¬ 
tice,  to  pafs  unnoticed,  or  to  efcape 
his  diligence. 

The  genius  and  application  of 
captain  Cook  were  followed  by  a 
large  extent  of  knowledge  ;  a  know¬ 
ledge  which,  befides  a  oonfummate 
acquaintance  with  navigation,  com¬ 
prehended  a  number  of  other  Li¬ 
enees.  In  this  refpdff,  the  ardour 
pi  bis  mind  rofe  above  the  disad¬ 
vantages  of  a  very  confined  educa¬ 
tion.  His  progrefs  in  the  different 
branches  of  the  mathematics,  and 
particularly  in  afixonomy,  became 
fo  eminent,  that,  at  length,  he  was 
able  to  take  the  lead  in  making  the 
neceffary  observations  of  this  kind, 
in  the  courfe  of  his  voyages.  He 
attained,  fifcewife,  to  fuch  a  degree 
of  proficiency  in  genera]  learning, 
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and  the  art  of  compofition,  as  to  be 
able  to  exprefs  himfelfwith  a  manly 
cleameis  and  propriety,  and  to  be¬ 
come  refpeftable  as  the  narrator,  as 
•well  as  the  performer,  of  great  ac¬ 
tions. 

44  Another  thing,  ftriki ngly  con- 
fpicuous  in  captain  Cook,  was  the 
perfeverance  with  which  he  purfued 
the  noble  objects  to  which  his  life 
was  devoted.  This,  indeed,  was 
a  molt  diftinguifhed  feature  in  his 
character in  this  he  fcarcely  ever 
had  an  equal,  and  never  a  fuperior. 
Nothing  could  divert  him  from  the 
points  he  aimed  at  ;  and  he  perfifib 
ed  in  the  profecution  of  them, 
through  difficulties  and  ohfbrudHons 
which  would  have  deterred  minds 
of  very  considerable  -Strength  and 
firmnefs. 

s,(‘  What  enabled  him  to  perfevere 
In  all  his  mighty  undertakings,  was 
the  invincible  fortitude  of  his  fpirit. 
Of  this,  inffances  without  number 
occur  in  the  accounts  of  his  expe¬ 
ditions  ;  two  of  which  I  ill  all  take 
the  liberty  of  recalling  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  my  readers.  The  firff  is^ 
the  undaunted  magnanimity  with 
which  he  profecuted  his  difeoveries 
along  the  whole  fouth-eaft  coaft  of 
New  Holland.  Surrounded  as  he 
was  with  the  greateft  poffible  dan? 
gers,  arifing  from  the  perpetual 
fuccefiion  of  ro&ks,  fhoals,  and 
breakers,  and  having  a  fhip  that 
was  almoff  Shaken  to  pieces  by  re¬ 
peated  perils,  his  vigorous  mind  had 
a  regard  to  nothing  but  what  he 
thought  was  required  of  him  by 
his  duty  to  the  public.  It  will  not 
be  eafy  to  find,  in  the  hiftcry  of 
navigation,  a  parallel  example  of 
courageous  exertion.  The  other 
circumftance  I  would  refer  to  is  the 
boldnefs  with  which,  in  his  fecond 
voyage,  after  he  left  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  he  pufhed  forward  in¬ 
to 
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i.o  unknown  feas,  and  penetrated 
through'  innumerable  mountains 
and  iiiands  of  ice,  in  the  fearch  of  a 
fouthern  continent.  It  was  like 
launching  into  chaos  :  all  was  ob- 
fcuritv,  all  was  darknefs  before 
him  ;  and  no  event  can  be  com¬ 
pared  with  it,  excepting  the  failing  of 
Magelhaens,  from  the  ftraits  which 
bear  his  name,  into  the  Pacific 
Ocean. 

44  The  fortitude  of  captain  Cook, 
being  founded  upon  reaion,  and 
not  upon  inftindf,  was  not  an  im¬ 
petuous  valour,  but  accompanied 
with  complete  felf-pofieffipn.  He 
was  mailer  of  himfelf  on  every  try¬ 
ing  occaiion,  and  feemed  to  be  the 
more  calm  and  colledfed,  the  greater 
ivas  the  exigence  of  the  cafe.  In 
the  moll  perilous  fituations,  when 
our  commander  had  given  the  pro¬ 
per  directions  concerning  what  was 
to  be  done  while  he  event  to  reft, 
he  could  lleen,  during;  the  hours  he 
had  allotted  to  himfelf,  with  pei> 
fe£f  compofure  and  (bundnefs.  No¬ 
thing  could  be  a  furer  indication  of 
an  elevated  mind  ;  of  a  mind  that 
was  entirely  fatisfied  with  itfeif,  and 
with  the  meafures  it  had  taken. 

44  To  all  thele  great  qualities, 
captain  Cook  added  the  moll  ami¬ 
able  virtues.  That  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  any  one  to  excel  him  in 
humanity,  is  apparent  from  his 
treatment  of  his  men  through  all 
his  voyages,  and  from  his  behavi¬ 
our  to  the  natives  of  the  countries 
which  were  difeovered  by  him. 
The  health,  the  convenience,  and, 
as  far  a§  it  could  be  admitted,  the 
enjoyment  of  the  feamen,  were  the 
conllaiR '  objedls  of  his  attention; 
and  he  was  anxioully  felicitous  to 
meliorate  the  condition  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  feveral  iflands  and 
places  which  he  vifited.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  their  thieveries,  he  candidly 
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apologized  for,  and  overlooked, 
manv  offences  which  others  would 

j 

have  fharply  punifhed  ;  and  when 
he  was  laid  under  an  indifpenfable 
neceffity  of  proceeding  to  any  abis 
of  feverity,  he  never  exerted  them 
•without  feeling  much  reiubbance 
and  concern. 

44  In  the  private  relations  of  life, 
captain  Cook  was  entitled  to  high 
commendation.  He  was  excellent 
as  a  hufband  and  a  father,  and  fin-* 
cere  and  Heady  in  his  friend  Chips : 
and  to  this  it  may  be  added,  that 
he  poffielled  that  general  fobriety 
and  virtue  pf  character,  which  wilj 
always  be  found  to  confliture  the " 

•s 

beib  fecurity  and  ornament  of  every 
other  moral  qualification. 

44  With  the  greateft  benevolence 
and  humanity  of  difpofition,  cap¬ 
tain  Cook  was  occafionally  fubiect 
to  a  haftinefs  of  temper.  This? 
which  has  been  exaggerated  by  the 
few  (and  they  are  indeed  few)  who 
are  unfavourable  to  his  memory,  is 
acknowledged  by  his  friends.  It  is 
mentioned  both  by  captain  King 
and  Mr.  Sarrrwell,  ip  their  delinea¬ 
tions  of  his  character.  Mr.  Hay- 
ley,  in  one  of  his  poems,  calls  him 
the  mild  Conk ;  but,  perhaps,  that 
is  not  the  happieft  epithet  wdiich 
could  have  been  applied  to  him- 
Mere  mildnefs  can  fcarcely  be  con- 
iidered  as  the  mo  ft  prominent  and 
diftinblive  feature  in  the  mind  of  a 
man,  whofe  powers  of  underftand-r 
ing  and  of  abfion  were  fo  flrong 
and  elevated,  who  had  fuch  im~ 
menfe  difficulties  to  ffruggle  with, 
and  wrho  mu  it  frequently  have  been 
called  to  the  firmefl  exertions  of 
authority  and  command. 

44  Laffly,  captain  Cook  was  dif- 
tingnifhed  by  a  property  which  is 
almoft  univerfally  the  concomitant 
pf  truly  great  men,  and  that  js,  a 
firnpiicity  of  manners.  In  convert 

fetion 
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fation  he  was  unaffected  and  unaf-  of  information.  It  was  not  poffible 
fuming  ;  rather  backwardin  pufliing  that,  in  a  mind  conftituted  like  his, 
difcourfe;  but  obliging  and  com-  fuch  a  paltry  quality  as  vanity  could 
municative  in  his  anfwers  to  thofe  find  an  exiftence.” 
who  addreffed  him  for  the  purpofes 
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FREDERICK,  the  third  king 
of  Pruffia,  was  in  his  perfon 
below  the  middle  ftature  ;  but  his 
limbs  were  well  formed,  and  he  had 
a  healthful  and  vigorous  conffitu- 
tion.  The  portraits  of  him,  at  dif¬ 
ferent  periods  of  his  life,  exhibit 
a  confiderable  diyerfity  of  appear¬ 
ance.  In  his  earlier  years,  he  teems 
to  have  poffeffed  a  handfome  coun¬ 
tenance,  and  a  graceful  figure  ;  but 
he  was  afterwards  much  altered  by 
the  perpetual  fatigues  that  he  under¬ 
went.  In  the  laUer  part  of  his  life, 
he  Hooped  confiderabiy  in  the  flioul- 
ders  ;  and  his  head  was  almoft  con- 
fbntly  inclined  on  one  fide..  He 
was  lliort -lighted  ;  but  he  had  fine 
blue  eyes,  full  of  vivacity  and  fire  ; 
and  his  look  was  expreffive  of  un¬ 
common  keennefs  and  penetration. 
His  tone  of  voice  was  extremely 
clear  and  agreeable  ;  and  he  fpoke 
feveral  of  the  modern  languages 
with  eafe  and  gracefulnefs.  He 
talked  much,  and  with  great  fpright- 
linefs,  and  excelled  at  repartee.  In 
eonverfation,  his  features  acquired 
a  degree  of  animation,  which  no 
portraits  could  exhibit ;  and  though 
not  generally  fond  of  the  company 
of  women,  he  yet  difplayed  great 
vivacity  in  converfing  with  fuch 
ladies  as  were  poffeffed  of  any  fupe- 
rior  merit.  His  intellectual  powers 
were  great  j  and  when  we  advert  to 


his  fituation,  and  to  the  little  care 
that  had  been  taken  of  his  educa¬ 
tion,  it  muff  be  acknowledged,  that 
his  literary  acquifitions  were  confi- 
derable.  He  had  much  general 
knowledge  of  the  feiences,  and  was 
extremely  converfant  with  French 
writers  in  polite  literature  ;  but  he 
is  faiu  to  have  been  very  imperfect¬ 
ly  acquainted  with  the  Latin  lan¬ 
guage  ;  and  he  acquired  his  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  great  authors  of  anti¬ 
quity,  both  Greek  and  Roman, 
chiefly  through  the  medium  of 
French  tranflations.  He  was  par¬ 
tial  to  the  literature  of  France  ; 
but,  in  the-  latter  years  of  his  life, 
this  partiality  was  much  abated. 

His  memory  was  uncommonly  re- 
*  * 

tentive  ;  and  he  recollected  the  faces 
of  thofe  foldiers,  who  had  ferved  in 
his  own  regiment,  when  prince, 
more  than  forty  years  after.  In 
his  convivial  hours,  among  his  fa¬ 
vourites,  he  was  ch  earful,  facetious, 
witty,  and  farcaftic.  But  his  rail¬ 
leries  on  thofe,  who  were  admit¬ 
ted  to  his  familiarity,  were  often  too 
biting  ;  though  he  fometimes  met 
with  very  fmart  retorts,  and  which 
he  generally  received  with  good  hu¬ 
mour. 

“  His  conduct  and  character  were 
very  various,  and  at  different  times 
appeared  in  a  very  different  light* 
His  predominant  paffion  was  the 

love 
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love  of  glory  ;  and  this  often  led 
him  to  thofe  actions,  which  would 
extend  his  fame,  and  excite  the  at¬ 
tention  of  mankind,  rather  than  to 
thofe  which  were  dictated  by  virtue. 
He  may  be  truly  faid  to  have  been 
covetous  of  fame  :  for  he  wiihed  to 
unite  in  his  own  perfon  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  a  great  king,  a  wife  legis¬ 
lator,  an  illuftrious  hero,  an  accom¬ 
pli  died  general,  a  fine  poet,  and 
an  enlightened  philofopher.  But 
though  he  loved  fame  more  than 
virtue,  and  was  more  felicitous  to 
extend  his  reputation,  and  to  en¬ 
large  his  dominions  and  his  power, 
than  to  regulate  his  conduct  by  the 
principles  of  juftice  and  humanity  ; 
he  wiihed,  notwithftanding,  for  the 
praife  of  virtue,  even  when  his  actions 
■were  in  direct  opposition  to  its  clear¬ 
ed;  dictates.  Hence  it  arofe,  that 
his  conduct  was  often  variable  and 
inconfiftent  ;  and  that  the  fame 
man  femetimes  appeared  an  un¬ 
feeling  tyrant,  and  at  other  times 
mild,  gentle,  and  humane. 

44  One  great  object  of  his  aim  ap¬ 
pears  always  to  have  been,  the  ag¬ 
grandizement  of  his  dominions ; 
and  in  this  he  would  probably  have 
fucceeded  much  more  than  he  did, 
if  his  conduct,  at  the  beginning  of 
his  reign,  had  not  fo  ftrongly  ex¬ 
cited  the  jealoufy  and  apprehenfion 
of  his  neighbours,  and  produc¬ 
ed  fo  formidable  a  confederacy 
againft:  him.  There  is  reafon  to 
believe,  that  he  had  formed  great 
fchemes,  which  the  number  of  his 
enemies  prevented  him  from  being 
able  to  put  in  execution.  Had 
France  and  Rulfia  not  united  againft 
him,  he  might,  perhaps,  have  to¬ 
tally  cm  (tied  'the  houfAof  Auffcria, 
and  overturned  the  whole  Germanic 
fyltem. 

44  AdHve,  enterpriling,  indefatiga¬ 
ble,  and  intrepid,  h6  kept  his  neigh¬ 
bours  in  continual  alarm ;  and  their 
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apprehenftons  of  him  were  the 
greater,  becaufe  he  feerned  fcarcely 
to  fcruple  any  means  that  would 
effectuate  his  purpofes.  In  the  con- 
dudt  of  his  affairs,  he  poffefled  the 
moft  unremitting  vigilance,  the 
molt  unwearied  induftry,  and  the 
keeneft  fagacity  in  feizing  thofe  de-< 
cilive  moments,  which  were  the 
moft  favourable  to  the  promotion 
of  his  views.  At  periods,  and  in 
lituations,  of  uncommon  difficulty, 
and  uncommon  clanger,  he  difplay- 
ed  the  higheft  degree  of  courage, 
a ftoni filing  prefence  of  mind,  and 
the  greateff  magnanimity.  No  dan¬ 
gers,  no  difficulties,  no  fatigues 
could  deter  him  from  the  profana¬ 
tion  of  thofe  fchemes,  to  which  he 
was  prompted  by  his  ambition,  and 
his  love  of  fame.  In  attention  to 
his  army,  to  his  government,  and 
to  the  general  concerns  of  his  king¬ 
dom,  he  was  probably  the  moft  in¬ 
defatigable  prince  that  ever  exifled. 
Every  department  of  government 
was  under  his  own  immediate  in- 
fpebtion ;  and  the  moft  minute 
particulars  of  national  domeftic  po¬ 
licy  did  not  efcape  his  obfervat'ion. 
And,  notwithftanding  the  many 
faults  in  his  character,  there  is  the 
utrnoff  reafon  to  believe,  that  no 
prince  then  in  the  world  employed 
fo  much  time  and  attention  as  Fre¬ 
derick  did,  for  the  laft:  twenty  years 
of  his  life,  in  promoting  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  his  fubjedts,  and  the  gene¬ 
ral  profperity  of  his  dominions,  fo 
far  as  was  confident  with  his  mode 
of  government,  and  with  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  his  own  power  and  au¬ 
thority. 

44  As  he  was  born  heir  to  a  des¬ 
potic  monarchy,  and  trained  up 
from  his  infancy  in  military  ideas, 
thefe  circumftances  ought  to  be 

o 

taken  into  consideration  in  judging 
of  his  character.  But  with  the 
taiie  for  literature,  ajid  the  diftin- 
B  guifhed 
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guifhed  talents  that  he  poffeffed,  he 
would  probably  have  been  a  better 
man,  and  a  better  king,  if  he  had 
not  fo  early  imbibed  the  pernicious 
fcepticifm  of  Voltaire.  Though 
he  wrote  againft  Machiavel  in  his 
youtlj|  he  yet  appears  to  have 
adopted  much  Machiavelian  policy ; 
and,  on  many  occafions,  his  con¬ 
duct  appeared  to  be  more  charac¬ 
terized  by  craft  and  fubtilty  than 
by  generoftty  or  true  dignity  of 
mind.  The  cafe  of  baron  T renck, 
his  treatment  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Saxony,  and  other  inftances,  alfo 
afford  evidence  of  too  convincing  a 
nature,  that  he  could  occafionally 
be  guilty  of  great  cruelty. 

u  His  talents  as  a  general  were 
of  the  very  higheft  order.  In  this 
character,  he  was  eminently  diftin- 
guilhed  by  the  rapidity  of  his 
marches,  his  Ikill  in  the  art  of  en¬ 
campment,  and  the  dexterity  of  his 
manoeuvres  ;  by  the  fertility  of  his 
expedients,  and  his  extenfive  know¬ 
ledge  of  military  fcience ;  and  by 
the  promptitude  with  which  he 
availed  himfelf,  even  in  the  heat  of 
adtion,  of  every  circumftance  that 
could  be  turned  to  his  advantage. 
He  was  fometimes  chargeable  with 
rafhnefs;  but  it  was  in  thofe  cafes, 
m  which  he  had  ;'©:ne  important  ob¬ 


ject  in  view,  for  the  promotion  of 
his  general  defigns  ;  and,  in  fVicb 
cafes,  he  facrific.ed  the  lives  of  his 
men  with  a  readinefs  that  reflected 
no  honour  on  his  charadter. 

“  Though  naturally  and  general¬ 
ly  parfimonious,  he  was  occafion¬ 
ally  magnificent  and  liberal.  He 
was  alfo  kind  to  his  domeftics,  if 
they  properly  difcharged  the  duties 
of  their  ftations  ;  and  manifefted  a 
great  attachment  to  fome  of  his  ge¬ 
nerals,  and  others  whom  he  favour¬ 
ed  with  his  friendfhip.  His  love  of 
mu  fie  accompanied  him  through 
life ;  and,  except  at  thofe  times  when 
the  circumftances  of  war,  or  other 
affairs  of  importance,  rendered  it 
Impracticable,  he  attended  his  con¬ 
certs  with  almoft  as  much  uniform¬ 
ity  and  exadtnefs  as  his  military 
reviews.  His  ableff  mufical  per¬ 
formers  were  with  him  in  the  camp  ; 
and  in  his  moft  adtive  and  bufy 
campaigns,  he  always  devoted  fome 
time  to  mufical  performances,  and 
to  the  pirrfuits  of  literature.  With 
all  his  faults,  he  was  undoubtedly  a 
great  king,  poffeffed  of  very  fplen- 
did  qualities ;  and,  indeed,  one  of 
the  moft  diftinguifhed  and  extraor¬ 
dinary  princes,  of  whom  the  records- 
of  hiftory  have  preferred  to  us  any 
memorial*” 


CHARACTER  of  WILLIAM  III. 


} From  the  Second  Volume  of  Sir  John  Dalrymple’s  Memoirs  of 

Great  Britain.] 


portrait  of  king  Wil- 
X  ham  is  eafily  drawn,  be- 
caufe  it  confifts  of  three  broad  lines, 
Simplicity,  utility,  and  juft  pride  of 
character  ;  three  qualities  that  eom- 
ppfe  the  character  of  Socrates, 


which  whoever  follows,  will  pafs 
with  luccefs  and  honour  through 
private  life.  But  it  is  a  portrait 
that  fhould  be  much  more  ftudied, 
examined,  and  imitated  by  men,  in 
public  life,  and  above  all  by  Britifh 

princes* ; 
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princes ;  for  in  proportion  as  thefe 
fall  fhali  imitate  king  William,  in  the 
expanlion  of  his  mind  to  the  love 
of  religions-  toleration,  that  fa i reft 
dower  of  cultivated  humanity  '* ; 
in  his  opennefs  and  lincerity  to  his 
hub] efts,  in  public  and  in  private, 
his  mercy  to  his  enemies,  his  tem¬ 
per  to  his  oppofers,  and  the  warmth, 
ueadinefs  and  even  partiality  of  his 
private  friendlhips ;  in  his  fortitude 
again!!  misfortune,  moderation  dur¬ 
ing  profperity,  and  readinefs  to  take 
•advantage  of  accident,  and  yet  to 
give  way  to  it ;  in  his  application 
to  public  bulinefs,  without  pretend¬ 
ing  fingly  to  direct  what  can  be. 
done  with  difficulty  even  by  num¬ 
bers  ;  in  his  yielding  to  parties  in  a 
country  full  of  party,  in  order  to 
recover  them,  inllead  of  combating, 
and  thereby  loling  them  for  ever ; 
in  his  fcorning  to  court  popularity 
bv  his  manners,  when  conscious  that 
he  could  make  it  follow  him  by  his 
acfions  ;  in  his  employing  men  of 
talents  in  his  fervice  wherever  he 
could  find  them,  even  when  he  liked 
neither  their  perfons  nor  their  prin¬ 
ciples  ;  and  even  in  his  love  of  hunt¬ 
ing,  wine,  and  good  fellow fiiip  with 
his  felect  friends,  they  will  be  glo¬ 
rious  and  happy.  And,  on  the 
other  hand,  in  proportion  as  they 
fhall  imitate  the  crooked  politics  of 
the  firft  and  third  prince,  or  the 
violent  politics  of  the  lecond  and 
fourth  prince  of  the  Stuart  race,  or 
the  felfilli  and  unfeeling  indifference 
too  common  to  thofe  who  are  ele¬ 
vated  above  the  reft  of  human  kind, 
their  reigns  will  be  inglorious  to 
them,  and  to  their  people  unhap¬ 
py-” 

44  Some  malicioufly  obferved  up¬ 


on  his  death,  that  the  horle  from 
which  he  fell,  had  been  formerly  the 
charger  of  the  ’  unfortunate  fir 
John  Fenwick,  for  whofe  death  the 
king  had  been  blamed.  But  the 
more  generous  remembered,  and  re¬ 
counted  then,  or  fince,  44  Tfiat  to 
44  king  William,  the  firft  act  of  to- 
44  leration,  known  in  the  hiftory  of 
44  England,  is  due,  and  which  was 
44  not  followed  by  a  fecond,  till  the 
44  reign  of  his  prefent  majefty,  and 
44  the  adminiftration  of  lord  North  : 
44  that  it  was  he  who  erected  the 
44  bank  of  England  ;  he  who  gave 
44  wings  to  the  public  credit  of  Eng- 
44  land  *  he  who  eftablifhed  the  Eaft 
44  India  company  of  England  on  a 
44  firm  balist  he  who  fettled  the  fa- 
44  mily  of  Hanover  on  the  throne 
44  of  England,  although  he  knew 
44  well  (of  which  I  have  feen  certain 
44  evidence)  that  the  firft  of  that  fa- 
44  mily.  whom  he  deftined  to  the 
44  facceffion,  the  electrefs  Sophia, 
44  was  no  friend  to  him ;  he  who 
44  receiving  much  bad  ufage  from 
44  the  nation  which  he  had  fayed, 
44  bore  it  all,  fieady  to  the  great  ge- 
44  neral  good,  unfeeling  only  to  the 
44  injuries  done  to  himfelf ;  he  who, 
44  when  obliged  to  injure  the  rela- 
44  tions  of  nature,  in  order  to  fave 
44  .liberty,  the  Proteftant  religion, 
44  England,  Holland,  and  all  Eu- 
44  rope,  except  France,  endeavoured 
44  to  repair  that  injury  by  intended 
44  kindnefies  to  king  James’s  queen, 
44  and  to  king  fames ’s  fon  ;  he  who, 
44  of  the  only  three  freC  nations  then 
44  on  earth,  the  Swifs,  Dutch,  and 
44  Englilh,  faved  the  liberties  of 
44  two ;  he,  in  fine,  to  whom  man- 
44  kind  owe  the  fingular  fpe&acle  of 
44  a  monarchy,  in  which  the  mo- 


*  In  the  difpute  In  Scotland  at  the  Revolution,  whether  Epifeopacy  or  Prefbytery 
fhould  be  eftablifhed,  king  William’s  inftrudtion  to  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  his  com- 
mifiioner  to  Parliament,  was,  Let  my  good  people  of  Scotland  have  whatever  form 
of  church  government  they  kke  btft. 

B  z 


44  natch 
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44  narch  derives  a  degree  of  great- 
44  nefs  and  fecurify  from  the  free- 
44  dom  of  his  people,  which  treafnres 
44  and  arms  cannot  bePow  on  other 
44  princes  ;  and  that  at  a  time  when 
44  military  governments  are  extend- 
44  ing  their  Prides  over  every  other 
44  part  of  Europe,  there  is  Pill  one 
44  country  left,  in  which  it  is  worth 
44  the  while  of  a  man  to  with  to 
44  lived’  And,  attending  to  events 
which  immediately  preceded  the 
clofe  of  his  life,  they  obferved, 
44  That  the  lap  treaty  which  he 
44  iigned,  was  the  fee ond  grand  ah 
44  liance  :  that  the  laft  appointment 
44  which  he  made  of  a  general  and 
44  ambaiTadoy  to  conduct  that  alli- 
44  ance,  was  of  the  earl  of  Marlbo- 
44  rough,  becaufe  he  knew  the  fu- 
44  periority  of  his  talents  for  war 
44  and  negot  iation,  though  he  liked 
44  not  the  man,  ,and  had  received 
44  deep  injuries  from  him  ;  that  the 


44  lap  charter  which  he  was  to  have 
44  iigned,  and  which  was  iigned  by* 
44  his  iuccefior,  immediately  after 
44  his  death,  was  the  charter  unit- 
44  ing  the  two  EaP  India  companies 
44  into  the  prefent  great  one  :  that 
44  the  laP  aft  of  parliament  which 
44  he  palled,  completed  the  fecurity 
44  of  the  Hanover  fuccePion,  often 
44  preffed  for  by  him  before:  that 
44  the  laP  meffage  which  he  lent  to 
44  parliament,  when  he  was  in  a 
44  manner  expiring,  five  days  before 
44  his  death,  was  to  recommend  an. 
44  union,  twice  recommended  by  him 
4  4  to  parliament  before,  between  the 
44  two  parts  of  the  ifland,  which 
44  doubled  the  Prength  of  both,  by 
44  difabiing  their  enemies  to  make 
44  advantage  of  their  difienPons 
44  and  that  his  lap  fpeech  to  parlia- 
44  ment,  was  one  of  the  nobleP  that 
44  ever  was,  fpok.e  by  a  Britiih 
44  prince.” 
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and  F all  of  the  Roman  Empire.] 


HE  chair  of  St,  Peter  was 
filled  under  the  reign  of 
Maurice  by  the  firft  and  greateP  of 
the  name  of  Gregory.  His  grand¬ 
father  Felix  had  himfelf  been  pope, 
and  as  the  biPiops  were  already 
bound  by  the.  law  of  celibacy,  his 
confecration  mup  have  been  pre¬ 
ceded  by  the  death  of  his  wife. 
The  parents  of  Gregory,  Sylvia, 
and  Gordian,  were  the  nobleP  of 
the  fenate  and  the  mop  pious  of  the 
church  of  Rome ;  his  female  rela¬ 
tions  were  numbered  among  the 
faints  and  virgins  ;  and  his  own  fi¬ 
gure  with  thofe  of  his  father  and 


mother -were  reprefented  near  three 
hundred  years  in  a  family  portrait, ! 
which  he  offered  to  the  monaPery  1 
of  St.  Andrew.  The  defign  and 
colouring  of  this  picture  afford  an 
honourable  tePimonv,  that  the  art  ; 
of  painting  was  cultivated  by  the 
Italians  of  the  fixth  century  ;  but 
the  mop  abjeH  ideas  mup  be  en¬ 
tertained  of  their  taPe  and  learn¬ 
ing,  fince  the  epiPles  of  Gregory, 
his  fermons,  and  his  dialogues,  are 
the  work  of  a  man  who  was  fecond 
in  erudition  to  none  of  his  contem¬ 
poraries:  his  birth  and  abilities  had,: 
railed  him  to  the  office  of  prated: 

of 
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of  the  city,  and  he  enjoyed  the  me¬ 
rit  of  renouncing  the  pomp  and  va¬ 
nities  of  this  world.  His  ample  pa¬ 
trimony  was  dedicated  to  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  feven  monafteries,  one  in 
Rome,  and  fix  in  Sicily ;  and  it  was 
the  wifh  of  Gregory  that  he  might 
be  unknown  in  this  life,  and  glori¬ 
ous  only  in  the  next.  Y et  his  de- 
votion,  and  it  might  be  fincere, 
pur  find  the  path  which  would  have 
been  chofen  by  a  crafty  and  ambi¬ 
tious  fratefman.  The  talents  of 
Gregory,  and  the  fplendour  which 
accompanied  his  retreat,  rendered 
him  dear  and  ufeful  to  the  church  ; 
and  implicit  obedience  has  been  al¬ 
ways  inculcated  as  the  fir  ft  duty  of 
a  monk.  As  foon  as  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  character  of  deacon,  Gre¬ 
gory  was  fent  to  refide  at  the  By¬ 
zantine  court,  the  nuncio  or  minif- 
ter  of  the  apoftolic  fee  ;  and  he 
boldly  affumed,  in  the  name  of  St. 
Peter,  a  tone  of  independent  dig¬ 
nity,  which  would  have  been  cri¬ 
minal  and  dangerous  in  the  moil 
illiiftrioiis  layman  of  the  empire. 
He  returned  to  Rome  with  a  juft 
jncreafe  of  reputation,  and  after  a 
ihort  exercife  of  the  monaftic  vir¬ 
tues,  he  was  dragged  from  the  cloy- 
fter  to  the  papal  throne,  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  the  clergy,  the 
fen  ate,  and  the  people.  He  alone 
refilled,  or  feemed  to  refift,  his  own 
elevation  ;  and  his  humble  petition, 
.that  Maurice  would  be  pleafed  to 
rejefil  the  choice  of  the  Romans, 
could  only  ferve  to  exalt  his  charac¬ 
ter  jn  the  eyes  of  the  emperor  and 
the  public.  When  the  fatal  man¬ 
date  was  proclaimed,  Gregory  foli¬ 
ated  the  aid  of  fome  friendly  mer¬ 
chants  to  convey  him  in  a  bafket  be¬ 
yond  the  gates  of  Rome,  and  rno- 
deftly  concealed  himfelf  fome  days 
among  the  woods  and  mountains, 
till  his  retreat  was  difcovered,  as  is 
Paid,  by  a  celeftial  light. 


<4  The  pontificate  of  Gregory  the 
Great,  which  lafted  thirteen  years 
fix  months  and  ten  days,  is  one  of 
the  molt  edifying  periods  of  the 
liiftory  of  the  church.  His  virtues, 
and  even  his  faults,  a  lingular  mix¬ 
ture  of  limplicity  and  cunning,  of 
pride  and  humility,  of  fenfe  and 
fuperftition,  were  happily  fuited  to 
his  ftation,  and  to  the  temper  of  the 
times.  In  his  rival,  the  patriarch 
of  Conftantinople  he  condemned 
the  anti-chriftian  title  of  univerfal 
bilhop,  which  the  fucceflbr  of  St. 
Peter  was  too  haughty  to  concede* 
and  too  feeble  to  aftiime  ;  and  the 
eccleflaftieal  jurifdihtion  of  Gregory 
was  confined  to  the  triple  character 
of  bifhop  of  Rome,  primate  of 
Italy,  and  apoftle  of  the  Weft® 
He  frequently  afcended  the  pulpit* 
and  kindled,  by  his  rude  though 
pathetic  eloquence,  the  congenial 
palftons  of  his  audience  :  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Jewifh  prophets  was 
interpreted  and  applied,  and  the 
minds  of  a  people,  depreffed  by 
their  prefent  calamities,  were  di¬ 
rected  to  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the 
inviftble  world.  His  precepts  and 
example  defined  the  model  of  tl  e 
Roman  liturgy  ;  the  diftribution  of 
the  parifties,  the  calendar  of  fefti- 
vals,  the  order  of  proceftions,  the 
fervice  of  the  priefts  and  deacons* 
the  variety  and  change  of  facerdotal 
garments.  Till  the  laft  days  of  his 
life,  he  officiated  in  the  canon  of 
the  mafs,  which  continued  above 
three  hours ;  the  Gregorian  chant 
has  preferved  the  vocal  and  inftru- 
mental  muftc  of  the  theatre,  and 
the  rough  voices  of  the  barbarians 
attempted  to  imitate  the  melody  of 
the  Roman  fchool.  Experience  had 
ftiewn  them  the  efficacy  of  thefe  fo- 
lemn  and  pompous  rites,  to  fcothe 
the  diftrefs,  to  confirm  the  faith,  to 
mitigate  the  fiercenefs,  and  to  dif- 
pel  the  $ark  enthufiafm  of  the  vul- 
$  i  gar> 
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gar,  and  he  readily  forgave  their 
tendency  to  promote  the  reign  of 
priefthood  and  fuperftition.  The 
hilltops  of  Italy  and  the  adjacent, 
ifiands  acknowledged  the  Roman 
pontiff  as  their  fpecial  metropolitan. 
Even  the  exigence,  the  union,  or 
the  translation  of  epifcopal  feats, 
was  decided  by  his  abfohite  difcre- 
tion  :  and  his  fuccefsful  inroads  into 
the  provinces  of  Greece,  of  Spain, 
and  of  Gaul,  might  countenance 
the  more  lofty  pretenfioHs  of  fuc- 
ceeding  popes.  He  interpofed  to 
prevent  the  abufes  of  popular  elec¬ 
tions  ;  his  jealous  care  maintained 
the  purity  of  faith  and  difcipline, 
and  the  apoflolic  Shepherd  aftidu- 
oufly  watched  over  the  faith  and 
difcipline  of  the  fubordinate  pallors. 
'Under  his  reign,  the  Arians  of  Italy 
and  Spain  were  reconciled  to  the 
Catholic  church,  and  the  conqueft 
of  Britain  refledfs  left  glory  on  the 
name  of  Caefar  than  on  that  of 
Gregory  I.  Inflead  of  fix  legions, 
forty  monks  were  embarked  for  that 
diftant  if  and,  and  the  pontiff  la¬ 
mented  the  auftere  duties  which 
forbade  him  to  partake  the  perils  of 
their  fpiritual  warfare.  In  lefs  than 
two  years  he  could  announce  to  the 
archbifhop  of  Alexandria,  that  they 
had  baptifed  the  king  of  Kent  with 
ten  thoufand  of  his  Anglo-Saxons, 
and  that  the  Roman  miilionaries, 
like  thofe  of  the  primitive  church, 
were  armed  only  with  fpiritual  and 
Supernatural  powers..  The  credu¬ 
lity  or  the  prudence  of  Gregory  was 
always  difpofed  to  confirm  the  truths 
of  religion  by  the  evidence  of  ghofts, 
miracles,  and  refurre&ions ;  and  pof- 
terity  has  paid  to  his  memory  the 
fame  tubute,  which  he  freely  grant¬ 
ed  to  the  virtue  of  his  own  or  the 
preceding  generation.  The  ccelef- 
tial  honours  have  been  liberally  be¬ 
llowed  by  the  authority  of  the 


popes,  but 


Gregory 


is  the  laft  of 


their  own  order  whom  thev  hfl've 
prefumed  to  infcribe  in  the  calendar 
of  faints. 

u  Their  temporal  power  infen- 
fibly  arofe  from  the  calamities  of 
the  times :  and  the  Roman  bifliops 
who  have  deluged  Europe  and  Alia 
with  blood,  were  compelled  foreign 
as  the  minifters  of  charity  and  peace. 
I.  The  church  of  Rome,  as  it  has 
been  formerly  obferved,  was  endow¬ 
ed  with  ample  pof  ell  ions  in  Italy, 
Sicily,  and  the  more  diftant  pro¬ 
vinces  ;  and  her  agents,  who  were 
commonly  fuhdeacons,  had  acquir¬ 
ed  a  civil,  and  even  criminal,  jurif- 
dkftion  over  their  tenants  and  huf* 
bandmen.  The  fucceffor  of  St. 
Peter  adminiftered  his  patrimony 
with  the  temper  of  a  vigilant  and 
moderate  landlord  ;  and  the  epi files 
of  Gregory  are  filled  with  faint  ary 
inftruchons  to  ahftain  from  doubt¬ 
ful  or  vexatious  law-fuits ;  to  pre- 
ferve  the  integrity  of  weights  and 
meafures  ;  to  grant  every  reafon- 
able  delay,  and  to  reduce  the  capi¬ 
tation  of  the  ftaves  of  the  glebe, 
who  purchafed  the  right  of  mar¬ 
riage  by  the  payment  of  an  arbi¬ 
trary  fine.  The  rent  or  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  thefe  eftates  was  tranfport- 
ed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Tyher,  at 
the  rifk  and  expence  of  the  pope  : 
in  the  ufe  of  wealth,  he  adied  like 
a  faithful  fteward  of  the  church  and 
the  poor,  and  liberally  applied  to 
their  wants,  the  inexhaustible  re- 
fources  of  abftinence  and  order. 
The  voluminous  account  of  his  re¬ 
ceipts  and  difburfements  was  kept 
above  three  hundred  years  in  the 
Lateran,  as  the  model  of  Chriftian 
ceconomy.  On  the  four  great  fefti- 
vals,  he  divided  their  quarterly  al¬ 
lowance  to  the  clergy,  to  his  domef- 
tics,  to  the  monafteries,  the  churches, 
tlie  places  of  burial,  the  alms-houfes, 
and  the  hofpitals  of  Rome,  and  the 
reft  of  the  diocefe.  On  the .  firft 
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day  of  every  month,  he  diftributed 
to  the  poor,  according  to  the  fea- 
fon,  their  dated  portion  of  corn, 
wine,  cheefe,  vegetables,  oil,  filh, 
frefh  providons,  clothes,  and  mo¬ 
ney  ;  and  his  treafurers  were  conti¬ 
nually  fummoned  to  fatisfy,  in  his 
name,  the  extraordinary  demands  of 
indigence  and  merit.  The  inftant 
didrefs  of  the  lick  and  helplefs,  of 
drangers  and  pilgrims,  was  relieved 
"by  the  bounty  of  each  day,  and  of 
every  hour  ;  nor  would  the  pontiff 
indulge  himfelf  in  a  frugal  repail, 
till  he  had  lent  the  diflies  from  his 
own  table  to  fome  objects  deferving 
of  his  compaffion.  The  mifery  of 
the  times  had  reduced  the  nobles 
and  matrons  of  Rome  to  accept, 
without  a  blufh,  the  benevolence  of 
the  church  :  three  thoufand  virgins 
received  their  food  and  raiment  from 
the  hand  of  their  benefactor  ;  and 
many  bifhops  of  Italy  efcaped  from 
the  Barbarians  to  the  hofpitabie 
threfhold  of  the  Vatican.  Gregory 
might  juftly  be  ftyled  the  father  of 
his  country  ;  and  fuch  was  the  ex¬ 
treme  fenfibility  of  his  confcience, 
that,  for  the  death  of  a  beggar  who 
had  perifhed  in  the  ftreets,  he  inter¬ 
dicted  himfelf  during  feveral  days 
from  the  exercife  of  the  facerdotal 
functions.  II.  The  misfortunes  of 
Rome  involved  the  apoliolical  pallor 
in  the  budnefs  of  peace  and  war  ;  and 
it  might  be  doubtful  to  himfelf,  whe¬ 
ther  piety  or  ambition  prompted  him 
to  fupply  the  place  of  his  abfent  fove- 
reign.  Gregory  awakened  the  empe¬ 
ror  from  a  long  Humber,  expofed  the 
guilt  or  incapacity  of  the  exarch 
and  his  inferior  mini  Hers,  complain¬ 
ed  that  the  veterans  were  withdrawn 
from  Rome  for  the  defence  of  Spq- 


leto,  encouraged  the  Italians  to 
guard  their  cities  and  altars;  and 
condefcended,  in  the  crilis  of  dan¬ 
ger,  to  name  the  tribunes,  and  to 
direCl  the  operations  of  the  provin¬ 
cial  troops.  But  the  martial  fpirit 
of  the  pope  was  checked  by  the 
fcruples  of  humanity  and  religion : 
the  impolition  of  tribute,  though 
it  was  employed  in  the  Italian  war, 
he  freely  condemned  as  odious  and 
oppreffive ;  whillt  he  protected  a- 
gainft  the  imperial  ediCls,  the  pious 
cowardice  of  the  foldiers  who  de¬ 
fected  a  military  for  a  monaflic  life. 
If  we  may  credit  his  own  declara¬ 
tions,  it  would  have  been  eafy  for 
Gregory  to  exterminate  the  Lorn- 
bards  by  their  domeftic  factions, 
without  leaving  a  king,  a  duke,  or 
a  count,  to  fave  that  unfortunate 
nation  from  the  vengeance  of  their 
foes.  As  a  Chriltian  bifhop,  he 
preferred  the  falutary  offices  of 
peace  ;  his  mediation  appealed  the 
tumult  of  arms;  but  he  was  too 
confcious  of  the  arts  of  the  Greeks, 
and  the  paffions  of  the  Lombards, 
to  engage  his  facred  promife  for  the 
obfervance  of  the  truce.  Di (ap¬ 
pointed  in  the  hope  of  a  general 
and  lading  treaty,  he  prefumed  to 
fave  his  country  without  the  confent 
of  the  emperor  or  the  exarch.  The 
fword  of  the  enemy  was  fufpended 
over  Rome  ;  it  was  averted  by  the 
mild  eloquence  and  feafonabie  gifts 
of  the  pontiff,  who  commanded  tjbe 
refpeCt  of  heretics  and  Barbarians. 
The  merits  of  Gregory  were  treat¬ 
ed  by  the  Byzantine  court  with 
reproach  and  infult ;  but  in  the  at¬ 
tachment  of  a  grateful  people,  he 
found  thepureft  reward  of  a  citizen, 
and  the  bed  right  of  a  fovereign.” 


B  4.  Sprue, 
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Some  ACCOUNT  of  the  Reign  of  CHARLEMAGNE. 
[From  the  fame  Work,  Vol.  Yr] 


u  HE  appellation  of  great  has 

,J|  been  often  bellowed  and 
fometimes  deferved,  but  Charle¬ 
magne  ig  the  only  prince  in  whofe 
favour  the  title  has  been  indiftblu- 
bly  blended  with  the  name.  That 
name,  with  the  addition  of  faint, 
is  inferted  in  the  Roman  calendar  ; 
and  the  faint,  by  a  rare  felicity,  is 
crowned  with  the  praifes  of  the  hif- 
torians  and  philofophers  of  an  en¬ 
lightened  age.  His  real  merit  is 
doubtlefs  enhanced  by  the  barbar- 
ifrn  of  the  nation  and  the  times  froii} 
which  he  emerged  :  but  the  appa¬ 
rent  magnitude  of  an  objedt  is  like- 
wife  enlarged  by  an  unequal  com- 
parifon  ;  and  the  ruins  of  Palmyra 
derive  a  cafual  fplendor  from  the 
nakednefs  of  the  furrounding  de- 
fert.  Without  injuitice  to  his  fame, 
I  may  difcern  fome  blemifhes  in  the 
fandlity  and  greatnefs  of  the  reflorer 
of  the  Weftern  empire.  Of  his  mo¬ 
ral  virtues,  chaftity  is  not  the  moll 
jconfpicuous :  but  the  public  happi- 
nefs  could  not  be  materially  injured 
by  his  nine  wives  or  concubines, 
£he  various  indulgence  of  meaner 
or  more  tranlient  amours,  the  mul¬ 
titude  of  his  baftafds  whom  he  be- 
.  Rowed  on  the  church,  and  the  long 
celibacy  and  licentious  manners  of 
his  daughters,  whom  the  fatner  was 
fufpedled  of  loving  with  too  fond  a 
padion.  I  fhall  be  fcarcely  permit- 
led  to  accufe  the  ambition  of  a  con¬ 
queror  ;  but  in  a  day  of  equal  re¬ 
tribution,  the  fons  of  his  brother 
Carloman,  the  Merovingian  princes 
of  Aquitain,  aud  the  four  thoufand 
five  hundred  Saxons  who  were  be¬ 
headed  on  the  fame  foot,  would 
have  fomething  to  pledge  againft 
the  juftice  and  humanity  of  Charle¬ 


magne.  His  treatment  .of  the  van- 
quifhed  Saxons  was  an  abufe  of  the 
right  of  conqueft  ;  his  laws  v/ere 
not  lefs  fangumary  than  his  arms, 
and  in  the  difcuflion  of  his  motives, 


whatever  is  fuhftracled  from  bigotry 
muff  be  imputed  to  temper.  The 
fedentary  reader  is  amazed  by'  his 
inceftant  activity  of  mind  and  body ; 
and  his  fubjedts  and  enemies  were 
not  lefs  nftoniftied  at  his  hidden 
prefence,  at  the  moment  when  they 
believed  him  at  the  rrioft  diftant  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  empire ;  neither 
peace  nor  war,  nor  fumrner  nor 
winter,  were  a  feafon  of  repofe ; 
and  our  fancy  cannot  eafily  recon¬ 
cile  the  annals  of  his  reign  with  the 


geography  of  his  expeditions.  But 
this  activity  was  a  national  rather 
than  a  perfonal  virtue  ;  the  vagrant 
life  of  a  Frank  was  fpent  in  the 
chace,  in  pilgrimage,  in  military 
adventures  ;  and  the  journies  of 
Charlemagne  were  diftinguifhed  on¬ 
ly  by  a  more  numerous  train  and  a 
more  important  purpofe.  His  .mi¬ 
litary  renown  muft  be  tried  by  the 
fcrutiny  of  his  troops,  his  enemies, 
and  his  adlions.  Alexander  con¬ 
quered  with  the  arms  of  Philip,  but 
the  two  heroes  who  preceded  Charle¬ 
magne,  bequeathed  him  their  name, 
their  examples,  and  the  companions 
of  their  victories.  At  the  head  of 
his. veteran  and  fuperior  armies,  he 
opprefted  the  lavage  or  degenerate 
nations,  who  were  incapable  of  con¬ 
federating  for  their  common  fafety  : 
nor  did  he  ever  encounter  an  equal 
antagonift  in  numbers,  in  difcipline, 
or  in  arms.  The  fc.ience  of  war  has 
been  loft  and  revived  with  the  arts 
of  peace ;  but  his  campaigns  are  not 
illuftrated  by  any  ftt-ge  or  battle, 
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of  lingular  difficulty  and  fuccefs ; 
and  he  might  behold,  with  envy, 
the  Saracen  trophies  of  his  grand¬ 
father.  After  his  Spanifh  expedi¬ 
tion,  his  rear-guard  was  defeated  in 
the  Pyrensean  mountains ;  and  the 
foldiers,  whofe  fituation  was  irre¬ 
trievable  and  whofe  valour  was  ufe- 
lefs,  might  accufe,  with  their  lail 
breath,  the  want  of  fkill  or  caution 
of  their  general.  I  touch  with  re¬ 
verence  the  laws  of  Charlemagne, 
fo  highly  applauded  by  a  refpedtable 
judge.  They  compofe  not  a  fyifem, 
but  a  feries,  of  occafional  and  mi¬ 
nute  edids,  for  the  corredion  of 
ahufes,  the  reformation  of  manners, 
the  oeconomy  of  his  farms,  the  care 
of  his  poultry,  and  even  the  fale 
of  his  eggs,  fie  wifhed  to  improve 
the  laws  and  the  character  of  the 
Franks ;  and  his  attempts,  however 
feeble  and  imperfect,  are  deferving 
of  praife :  the  inveterate  evils  of 
the  times  were  ftifpended  or  molli¬ 
fied  by  his  government ;  but  in  his 
inPitutions  I  can  feldom  difcover 
the  general  views  and  the  immortal 
fpirit  of  a  legiPator,  who  furvives 
himfelf  for  the  benefit  of  pofterity. 
The  uniqn  and  liability  of  his  em¬ 
pire  depended  on  the  life  of  a  fingle 
man :  he  imitated  the  dangerous 
pradtice  of  dividing  his  kingdoms 
among  his  fons  ;  and  after  his  nu¬ 
merous  diets,  the  whole  conPitu- 
tion  was  left  to  fiuduate  between 
the  diforders  of  anarchy  and  defpot- 
ifm.  His  ePeem  for  the  piety  and 
knowledge  of  the  clergy  tempted 
him  to  entruP  that  afpiring  order 
with  temporal  dominion  and  civil 
jurifdidion  f  and  his  fon  Lewis, 
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when  he  was  flopped  and  degraded 
by  the  bifliops,  might  accufe,  in  fome 
meafure,  the  imprudence  of  his  fa¬ 
ther.  His  laws  enforced  the  impo- 
fitior  of  tythes,  becaufe  the  daemons 
had  proclaimed  in  the  air  that  the 
default  of  payment  had  been  the 
Ct’iife  of  the  lap  fcarcity.  The  lite¬ 
rary  merits  of  Charlemagne  are  at- 
tefted  by  the  foundation  of  fehools, 
the  introdudion  of  arts,  the  works 
wdiich  were  publilhed  in  his  name, 
and  his  familiar  connedion  with  the 
fubjeds  and  llrangers  whom  he  in¬ 
vited  to  his  court  to  educate  both 
the  prince  and  people.  His  own 
Pndies  were  tardy,  laborious,  and 
impeded ;  if  he  fpoke  Latin,  and 
underPood  Greek,  he  derived  the 
rudiments  of  knowledge  from  con- 
verfation  rather  than  from  books ; 
and,  in  his  mature  age,  the  empe¬ 
ror  Prove  to  acquire  the  practice  of 
writing,  which  every  peafant  now 
learns  in  his  infancy.  The  gram¬ 
mar  and  logic,  the  mufic  and  aftro- 
nomy,  of  the  times,  were  only  cul¬ 
tivated  as  the  handmaids  of  fu  per¬ 
dition  ;  but  the  curiofitv  of  the 
human  mind  muP  ultimately  tend 
to  its  improvement,  and  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  learning  refleds  the 
pureP  and  moP  pleafing  luPre  on 
the  charader  of  Charlemagne.  The 
dignity  of  his  perfon,  the  length  of 
his  reign,  the  prolperity  of  his  arms, 
the  vigour  of  his  government,  and 
the  reverence  of  diPant  nations, 
diPinguiPi  him  from  the  royal 
crowd  ;  and  Europe  dates  a  new 
sera  from  his  rePoration  of  the 
WePern  empire.” 


The 
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The  CHARACTER  and  PRIVATE  LIFE  of  MAHOMET. 

[From  the  fame  Volume.] 


U  A  T  the  conchifion  of  the  life 
of  Mahomet,  it  may  per¬ 
haps  be  expeefed,  that  I  fhould  ba¬ 
lance  his  faults  and  virtues,  that  I 
fhould  decide  whether  the  title  of 
enthufiaft  or  impoftor  more  proper¬ 
ly  belongs  to  that  extraordinary 
man.  Had  I  been  intimately  con- 
verfant  with  the  fon  of  Abdallah, 
the  talk  would  hill  be  difficult,  and 
the  fuccefs  uncertain :  at  the  dilfance 
of  twelve  centuries,  I  darkly  con¬ 
template  his  fhade  through  a  cloud 
of  religious  incenfe ;  and  could  I 
truly  delineate  the  portrait  of  an 
hour,  the  fleeting  refemblance  would 
not  equally  apply  to  the  folitary  of 
mount  Hera,  to  the  preacher  of 
Mecca,  and  to  the  conqueror  of 
Arabia.  The  author  of  a  mighty 
revolution  appears  to  have  been  en¬ 
dowed  with  a  pious  and  contempla¬ 
tive  difpolition  :  fo  foon  as  marriage 
had  raifed  him  above  the  preffure 
©f  want,  he  avoided  the  paths  of 
ambition  and  avarice ;  and  till  the 
age  of  forty,  he  lived  with  inno¬ 
cence,  and  would  have  died  with¬ 
out  a  name.  The  unity  of  God  is 
an  idea  moft  congenial  to  nature 
and  reafon  ;  and  a  flight  conven¬ 
tion  with  the  Jews  and  Chriftians 
would  teach  him  to  defpife  and  de- 
teft  the  idolatry  of  Mecca.  It  was 
the  duty  of  a  man  and  a  citizen  to 
impart  the  dodtrine  of  falvation,  to 
refeue  his  country  from  the  domi¬ 
nion  of  fin  and  error.  The  energy 
of  a  mind  inceftantly  bent  on  the 
fame  object,  would  convert  a  gene¬ 
ral  obligation  into  a  particular  call  ; 
the  warm  fuggeflions  of  the  under- 
ftanding,  or  the  fancy,  would  be 
felt  as  tjie  infpirations  of  heaven  ; 
the  labour  of  thought  would  expire 


in  rapture  and  vifton ;  and  the  in¬ 
ward  fenfation,  the  invifible  moni¬ 
tor,  would  be  deferibed  with  the 
form  and  attributes  of  an  angel  of 
God.  From  enthufiafm  to  impof- 
ture,  the  hep  is  perilous  and  ftip- 
pery  :  the  daemon  of  Socrates  affords 
a  memorable  inftance,  how  a  wife 
man  may  deceive  himfelf,  how  a 
good  man  may  deceive  others,  how 
the  confcience  may  Humber  in  a 
mixed  and  middle  ftate  between  felf- 
illufion  and  voluntary  fraud.  Cha¬ 
rity  may  believe  that  the  original 
motives  of  Mahomet  were  thofe  of 
pure  and  genuine  benevolence  ,*  but 
a  human  miffionary  is  incapable  of 
cherifhing  the  obftinate  unbelievers 
who  rejedt  his  claims,  defpife  his 
arguments,  and  perfecute  his  life  ; 
he  might  forgive  his  perforial  ad- 
verfaries,  he  may  lawfully  hate  the 
enemies  of  God  ;  the  ftern  paffions 
of  pride  and  revenge  were  kindled 
in  the  bofom  of  Mahomet,  and  he 
fighed,  like  the  prophet  of  Nineveh, 
for  the  deftrudtion  of  the  rebels 
whom  he  had  condemned.  The 
injuffice  of  Mecca,  and  the  choice 
of  Medina,  transformed  the  citizen 
into  a  prince,  the  humble  preacher 
into  the  leader  of  armies  ;  but  his 
fword  was  confecrated  by  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  faints ;  and  the  fame 
God  who  afffidls  a  ftnful  world  with 
peftilence  and  earthquakes,  might 
infpire  for  their  converfion  or  chaf- 
tifement  the  valour  of  his  fervants. 
In  the  exercife  of  political  govern-  i 
ment,  he  was  compelled  to  abate  of 
the  ftern  rigour  of  fanaticifm*  to 
comply  in  fome  meafure  with  the 
prejudices  and  paffions  of  his  fol¬ 
lowers,  and  to  employ  even  the 
vices  of  mankind  as  the  inftruments 
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of  their  falvation.  The  life  of 
fraud  and  perfidy,  of  cruelty  and 
injuftice,  were  often  fubfervient  to 
the  propagation  of  the  faith  ;  and 
Mahomet  commanded  or  approved 
the  affaffination  of  the  Jews  and  ido¬ 
laters  who  had  efcaped  from  the 
field  of  battle.  By  the  repetition 
of  fuch  acfs,  the  charadler  of  Ma¬ 
homet  muff  have  been  gradually 
Rained ;  and  the  influence  of  fuch 
pernicious  habits  would  be  poorly 
compenfated  by  the  practice  of  the 
perfonal  and  Social  virtues  which 
are  neceffary  to  maintain  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  a  prophet  among  his  fec- 
taries  and  friends.  Of  his  lafi  years, 
ambition  was  the  ruling  paffion ; 
and  a  politician  will  fiifpeft,  that  he 
Secretly  fmiled  (the  victorious  im- 
poftor ! )  at  the  enthufiafm  of  his 
youth  and  the  credulity  of  his  pro- 
felytes.  A  philofopher  will  obferve, 
that  their  credulity  and  his  fuccefs, 
would  tend  more  ffrongly  to  fortify 
the  aflhrance  of  his  divine  million, 
that  his  intereff  and  religion  were 
infeparably  connected,  and  that  his 
confidence  would  be  foothed  by  the 
perfuafion,  that  he  alone  was  ab¬ 
solved  by  the  Deity  from  the  obli¬ 
gation  of  pofitive  and  moral  laws. 
If  he  retained  any  veRige  of  his  11a- 
live  innocence,  the  fins  of  Mahomet 
may  be  allowed  as  an  evidence  of 
his  Sincerity.  In  the  fupport  of 
truth,  the  arts  of  fraud  and  fidlion 
may  be  deemed  lefs  criminal ;  and 
he  would  have  Rarted  at  the  foul- 
nefs  of  the  means,  had  he  not  been 
Satisfied  of  the  importance  and  juf- 
tice  of  the  end.  Even  in  a  con¬ 
queror  or  a  priefl,  I  can  furprife  a 
word  or  adfion  of  unaffected  huma¬ 
nity;  and  the  decree  of  Mahomet, 
that,  in  the  fale  of  captives,  the 
mothers  fbould  never  be  feparated 
from  their  children,  may  fufpend 
or  moderate  the  cenfure  of  the  his¬ 
torian* 


“  The  good  fenfe  of  Mahomet 
defpifed  the  pomp  of  royalty  :  the 
apoftle  of  God  Submitted  to  the 
menial  offices  of  the  family  :  he 
kindled  the  fire,  Swept  the  floor, 
milked  the  ewes,  and  mended  with 
his  own  hands  his  flioes  and  his 
woollen  garments.  Difdaining  the 
penance  and  merit  of  an  hermit,  he 
obferved  without  effort  or  vanity, 
the  abftemious  diet  of  an  Arab  and 
a  Soldier.  On  folemn  occafions  he 
feaRed  his  companions  with  ruftic 
and  hofpitable  plenty  ;  but  in  his 
domeRic  life,  many  weeks  would 
elapSe  without  a  fire  being  kindled 
on  the  hearth  of  the  prophet.  The 
interdiction  of  wine  was  confirmed 
by  his  example  ;  his  hunger  was 
appeafed  with  a  (paring  allowance 
of  barley-bread  ;  he  delighted  in 
the  tafle  of  milk  and  honey  :  but 
his  ordinary  food  confided  of  dates 
and  water.  Perfumes  and  women 
were  the  two  fenfual  enjoyments 
which  his  nature  required  and  his 
religion  did  not  forbid  :  and  Maho¬ 
met  affirmed,  that  the  fervour  of 
his  devotion  was  increafed  by  theie 
innocent  pleafures.  The  heat  of 
the  climate  inflames  the  blood  of 
the  Arabs ;  and  their  libidinous 
complexion  has  been  noticed  by  the 
writers  of  antiquity.  Their  incon-? 
tinence  was  regulated  by  the  civil 
and  religious  laws  of  the  Koran  : 
their  inceRuous  alliances  were  blam¬ 
ed,  the  boundlefs  licence  of  poly¬ 
gamy  was  reduced  to  four  legiti¬ 
mate  wives  or  concubines their 
rights  both  of  bed  and  of  dowry, 
were  equitably  determined ;  the 
freedom  of  divorce  was  dif’eouraged, 
adultery  was  condemned  as  a  capi¬ 
tal  offence,  and  fornication,  in  ei¬ 
ther  fex,  was  punifhed  with  an  hun¬ 
dred  ffripes.  Such  were  the  calm 
and  rational  precepts  of  the  legis¬ 
lator  :  but  in  his  private  conduit, 
Mahomet  indulged  th»  appetites 
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of 'a  man,  and  abufed  the  claims 
of  a  prophet.  A  fpecial  revelation 
diipenfed  him  from  the  laws  which 
he  had  impofed  on  his  nation ;  the 
female  fex  without  referve,  was  a¬ 


bandoned  to  his  defires ;  and  this 
Angular  prerogative  excited  the  en¬ 
vy  rather  than  the  lean  dal,  the 
veneration  rather  than  the  envy  of 
the  devout  Mufiulmans.” 
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[From  the  Sixth  Volume 

K  ^T^HE  fame  of  Timour,  has 
1..  pervaded  the  Eaft  and 
Weft  ;  his  pofterity  is  Hill  in  veiled 
with  the  imperial  title  ;  and  the  ad¬ 
miration  of  his  fubjeds,  who  re¬ 
vered  him  almoft  as  a  deity,  may  be 
jruflified  in  fome  degree  by  the  praife 
or  confeffion  of  his  bittereft  ene¬ 
mies.  Although  he  was  lame  of  an 
hand  or  foot,  his  form  and  flature 
were  not  unworthy  of  his  rank  ; 
and  his  Vigorous  health,  fo  efien- 
fial  to  himfelf  and  to  the  world, 
was  corroborated  by  temperance 
and  exercife.  In  his  familiar  dif- 
cou  de  he  was  grave  and  modeft, 
and  if  he  was  ignorant  of  the  Ara¬ 
bic  language,  he  fpoke  with  fluency 
and  elegance  the  Perfian  and  T urkifli 
Idioms.  It  was  his  delight  to  con- 
verfe  with  the  learned  on  topics  of 
hi ftory  and  fcience  ;  and  the  amufe- 
meht  of  his  leifure  hours  was  the 
game  of  chefs,  which  he  improved 
or  corrupted  with  new  refinements. 
In  his  religion,  he  was  a  zealous, 
though  not  perhaps  an  orthodox, 
Mufulman ;  but  his  found  under- 
flanding  may  tempt  us  to  believe, 
that  a  fuperflitious  reverence  for 
omens  and  prophecies,  for  faints 
and  aftrologers,  was  only  affeded 
as  an  inftrument  of  policy.  In  the 
government  of  a  vaft  empire  he 
flood  alone  and  abfolute,  without  a 
rebel  to  oppofe  his  power,  a  favour¬ 
ite  to  feduce  his  affedtions,  or  a  mi- 
nifter  to  miflead  his  judgment.  It 
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was  his  firmed  maxim,  that  what*i 
ever  might  be  the  confequence,  the 
word  of  the  prince  fhould  never  be 
difputed  or  recalled ;  but  his  foes 
have  maliciouily  obferved,  that  the 
commands  of  anger  and  dedrudlion 
were  more  ftridly  executed  than 
thofe  of  beneficence  and  favour. 
His  fons  and  grandfons,  of  wThom 
Timour  left  fix-and-thirty  at  his 
deceafe,  were  his  fed  and  mod 
fubmiffive  fubjeds  ;  and  whenever 
they  deviated  from  their  duty,  they 
w?ere  correded,  according  to  the 
laws  of  Zingis,  with  the  badonade, 
and  afterwards  redored  to  honour 
and  command.  Perhaps  his  heart 
was  not  devoid  of  the  fecial  virtues f 
perhaps  he  was  not  incapable  of 
loving  his  friends  and  pardoning 
his  enemies ;  but  the  rules  of  mo¬ 
rality  are  founded  on  the  public 
filtered ;  and  it  may  be  diffident 

7  J 

to  applaud  the  wifdom  of  a  mo¬ 
narch,  for  the  liberality  by  which 
he  is  not  impoverifhed,  and  for  the 
juftice  by  which  he  is  firengthened 
and  enriched.  To  maintain  the 
harrnonv  of  authority  and  obedi- 
nice,  to  chaftife  the  proud,  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  weak,  to  reward  the  de- 
ferving,  to  banifli  vice  and  idle- 
nefs  from  his  dominions,  to  fecure 
the  traveller  and  merchant,  to  re- 
ftrain  the  depredations  of  the  fol- 
dier,  to  cherifli  the  labours  of  the 
hufbandman,  to  encourage  indus¬ 
try  and  learning,  and,  by  an  equal 
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and  moderate  afieffment,  to  increafe 
the  revenue,  without  increafixig  the 
taxes,  are  indeed  the  duties  of  a 
prince ;  but,  in  the  difcharge  of 
thefe  duties,  he  finds  an  ample  and 
immediate  recompenfe.  Timour 
might  boafL  that  at  his  acceflion  to  the 
throne,  Alia  was  the  prey  or  anar¬ 
chy  and  rapine,  whiift  under  his 
profperous  monarchy  a  child,  fear- 
left  and  unhurt,  might  carry  a  purfe 
of  gold  from  the  eaft  to  the  weft. 
Such  was  his  confidence  of  merit,  that 
from  this  reformation  he  derived 
an  excufe  for  his  victories,  and  a 
title  to  univerfal  dominion.  The 
four  following  obfervations  will 
ferve  to  appreciate  his  claim  to  the 
public  gratitude  ;  and  perhaps  we 
fhall  conclude,  that  the  mogul  em¬ 
peror  was  rather  the  fcourge  than 
the  benefactor  of  mankind,  ?.  If 
fome  partial  diforders,  forne  local 
©ppreflions  were  healed  by  the  fword 
of  Timour,  the  remedy  was  far 
more  pernicious  than  the  difeafe. 
By  their  rapine,  Cruelty,  and  dift 
cord,  the  petty  tyrants  of  Perfia 
might  afflict  their  fubjebls ;  but 
whole  nations  were  crufhed  under 
the  footfteps  of  the  reformer.  The 
ground  which  had  been  occupied 
by  flourifhing  cities,  was  often  mark¬ 
ed  by  his  abominable  trophies,  by 
columns,  or  pyramids,  of  human 
heads.  -  Aftracan,  Carizme,  Delhi, 
Ifpahan,  Bagdad,  Aleppo,  Dam  aft 
cus,  Bou.rfa,  Smyrna,  and  a  thou- 
fand  others,  were  lacked,  or  burnt, 
or  utterly  deftroyed,  in  his  prefence, 
and  by  his  troops  ;  and  perhaps  his 
confidence  would  have  been  ftartled, 
if  a  priefl  or  philofopher  had  dared 
to  number  the  millions  of  victims 
whom  he  had  facrificed  to  the  efla- 
blilhment  of  peace  and  order.  2. 
His  moil  deftrubtive  wars  were  ra¬ 
ther  inroads  than  conquefts.  He 
invaded  Turkeftan,  Kipzak,  Ruffia, 
Hindoflai,  Syria,  Anatolia,  Arme¬ 


nia,  and  Georgia,  without  a  hope 
or  a  defire  of  preferving  thole  di- 
flant  provinces.  From  thence  he 
departed,  laden  with  Ipoil ;  but  he 
left  behind  him  neither  troops  to 
awe  the  contumacious,  nor  magi- 
flrates  to  protebt  the  obedient,  na¬ 
tives.  When  he  had  broken  the 
fabric  of  their  ancient  government-, 
he  abandoned  them  to  the  evils 
which  his  invafion  had  aggravated 
or  caufed  ;  nor  were  thefe  evils 
compenfated  by  any  prefent  or  poft 
fible  benefits.  3.  The  kingdoms 
of  Tranfoxiana  and  Perlia  were  the 
proper  field  which  he  laboured  to 
cultivate  and  adorn,  as  the  perpe¬ 
tual  inheritance  of  his  family.  But 
his  peaceful  labours  were  often  in¬ 
terrupted,  and  fometimes  blafted^ 
by  the  abfence  of  the  conqueror. 
While  he  triumphed  on  the  Volga 
or  the  Ganges,  his  fervants,  and 
even  his  fons,  forgot  their  mailer 
and  their  duty.  The  public  and 
private  injuries  were  poorly  redrelft 
ed  by  the  tardy  rigour  of  enquiry 
and  punifhment ;  and  we  rnu ft  be 
content  to  praife  the  inllitutions  of 
Timour,  as  the  fpecious  idea  of  a 
perfebt  monarchy.  4.  Whatfoever 
might  be  the  bleffings  of  his  ad  mi¬ 
nifixation,  they  evaporated  with  his 
life.  To  reign,  rather  than  to  go¬ 
vern,  was  the  ambifion  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  and  grand-children  3  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  each  other  and  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  A  fragment  of  the  empire  was 
upheld  with  fome  glory  by  Sha- 
rokh  his  yoimgeft  foil ;  but  after  his 
deceafe, the  fcene  was  again  involved 
in  darkneft  and  blood  ;  and  before 
the  end  of  a  century,  Tranfoxiana 
and  Perfia  were  trampled  by  the 
Uzbeks  from  the  north,  and  the 
Turkmans  of  the  black  and  white 
Iheep.  The  race  of  Timour  would 
have  been  extinbt,  if  an  hero,  his 
defcendant  in  the  fifth  degree,  had 
not  fled  before  the  Uzbek  arm 3  to 
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the  conquefi  of  Hindofian.  His  ed  ;  their  treafures  of  Delhi  have 
fuccelTors  (the  great  moguls)  ex-  been  rifled  by  a  Perfian  robber ; 
tended  their  fway  from  the  moun-  and  the  richefi  of  their  kingdoms  is 
tains  of  Cafiimir  to  cape  Comorin,  now  poflefled  by  a  company  of 
and  from  Candahar  to  the  gulf  of  Chrifiian  merchants,  of  a  remote 
Bengal.  Since  the  reign  of  Aurung-  ifland  in  the  Northern  ocean.” 
fcebe,  their  empire  has  been  diflolv- 
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[From  Dr.  Kip'ris’s  Life  of  Dr.  Lardner,  prefixed  to  the  new  Edition 

of  his  Works.] 


u  TTVR.  Nathaniel  Lardner  was 
1  3  born  at  Hawkherfi,  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  on  the  6th  of  June, 
1684.  His  father,  Mr.  Richard 
Lardner,  was  a  minifier  of  refpedt- 
■able  character  among  the  protefiant 
diflenters,  and,  for  a  confiderable 
number  of  years,  pafior  of  a  con¬ 
gregation  at  Deal ;  but  whether  he 
was  in  that  fituation  at  the  time  of 
his  fon’s  birth  does  not  appear : 
perhaps,  as  the  toleration  adt  had 
not  then  taken  place,  he  might  not 
as  yet  have  become  a  fettled  preach¬ 
er.  The  mother  of  our  author 
was  the  daughter  of  a  Mr.  Collier, 
formerly  of  the  borough  of  South¬ 
wark,  but  who  afterwards  retired 
to  Hawkherfi,  which  is  a  large  vil¬ 
lage,  fouth  of  Cranbrook,  and  ly¬ 
ing  in  that  part  of  Kent  which 
borders  upon  Suflex.  It  was  pro¬ 
bably  at  his  grandfather’s  houfe 
that  young  Lardner  was  born. 
Where  he  received  his  grammatical 
education,  cannot  now  be  afeertain- 
ed,  though  it  is  fuppofed,  from  his 
lather’s  refidence  at  Deal,  that  it 
might  be  at  that  place.  Wherever 
it  was,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  from 
the  literature  which  lie  afterwards 
difplayed,  of  his  having  made  an 
early  progrefs  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  learned  languages.  From  the 
grammar-fchool  he  was  removed  to 
a  diffenting  academy  in  London,  un¬ 


der  the  care  of  the  reverend  Dr" 
jofliua  Oldfield,  Here,  however, 
he  mufi  have  continued  but  a  very 
little  time ;  for  in  the  latter  end  of 
1699,  being  then  only  in  the  fix- 
teenth  year  of  his  age,  he  was  fent 
to  profecute  his  Rudies  at  Utrecht, 
under  the  profelTors  D’Uries,  Grae- 
vius,  and  Burman,  names  of  no 
fmall  celebrity  in  the  literary  world* 
Under  fuch  tutors,  Mr.  Lardner 
made  a  fui table  improvement  in  va¬ 
rious  branches  of  learning  ;  and  he 
brought  back  with  him  a  tefiimo- 
nial  from  profefior  Burman,  to  that 
purpofe.” 

u  After  (pending  fomewhat  more 
than  three  years  at  Utrecht,  Mr. 
Lardner  removed  to  Leyden,  where 
he  Rudied  about  fix  months.  In 
170?,  he  returned  to  England,  in, 
company  with  Mr.  Tomkins  and 
Mr.  Neale;  and  from  that  time  to 
the  year  1709,  we  have  no  memo¬ 
rials  concerning  him.  This  fpace 
was,  probably  fpent  by  him  at  his 
father’s  houle,  who  quitted  Deal  in 
1703  or  1704,  and  came  to  refide 
in  or  near  London;  and  we  may 
be  certain  that  young  Mr.  Lardner 
employed  himfelf  in  a  clofe  and  di¬ 
ligent  preparation  for  the  facred 
profeffion  which  he  had  in  view. 
He  was  not  one  of  thofe  who  are 
in  hafie  to  difplay  their  talents  in 
the  pulpit ;  for  it  was.  not  till  the 
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id  of  Auguft  1709,  when  he  was 
above  twenty-five  years  of  age,  that 
he  preached  his  firft  fermon.” 

“  During  the  four  years  which 
fucceeded  to  this  event,  we  have  no 
information  concerning  our  author, 
excepting,  that  he  was  a  member 
of  the  con  ore aational  church  under 

D  c?  . 

the  paftoral  charge  ot  the  reverend 
Mr.  Matthew  Clark,  a  gentleman 
of  eminence  among  the  diflenting 
clergymen  of  that  period,  and  fa¬ 
ther  to  Dr.  Clark,  a  phyfician  of 
character,  reputation,  and  exten- 
five  practice,  who  died  not  long 
fince  at  Tottenham,  in  Middlefex. 

“  In  1713,  Mr.  Lardner  was  in¬ 
vited  to  relide  in  the  houfe  of  lady 
Treby,  the  widow  of  fir  George 
Treby,  knt.  who  had  been  appoint¬ 
ed  lord  chief-jufHce  of  the  court  of 
common-pleas  in  s6 92,  and  had 
fuftained  that  high  office  and  dig¬ 
nity,  with  great  integrity  and  abi¬ 
lity,  till  his  deceafe  in  1702.  The 
propofai  made  to  our  author  was, 
that  he  fhould  be  domeftic  chaplain 
to  her  ladyfhip,  and  tutor  to  her 
youngeft  fon,  Brindley  Treby.  To 
this  propofai  he  acceded ;  N  and  it 
need  not  be  faid,  how  well  qualified 
he  was,  by  his  knowledge,  judg¬ 
ment,  and  learning,  for  fuper-in- 
tending  a  young  gentleman’s  edu¬ 
cation.  After  having  conducted 
Air.  Treby ’s  {Indies  three  years,  he 
accompanied  him  in  an  excurfion 
into  France,  the  Auftrian  Nether¬ 
lands,  and  the  United  Provinces, 
which  employed  four  months.  From 
a  journal  which  Mr.  Lardner  kept 
of  this  tour,  it  was  evident,  that  he 
did  not  lofe  the  opportunity  it  af¬ 
forded  him  of  making  exaCt  and 
nidicious  obfervations  on  the  man- 
ners  and  cuftoms  of  the  inhabitants 
whom  he  faw  and  vilited,  and  on 
the  edifices  and  curiofities  of  the 
countries  through  which  he  paffed. 
How  long  he  fuftained  the  lpecific 


character  of  tutor  to  young  Mr. 
Treby,  does  not  appear ;  but  he 
continued  in  lady  Treby ’s  family 
till  her  death,  which  happened  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1721.  By 
this  event,  he  was  removed  from  a 
fituation  which  feems  to  have  been 
an  agreeable  one,  and  was  thrown* 
into  circumffances  of  lome  perplex¬ 
ity  and  fufpence.” 

“  It  reflects  no  honour  upon  th« 
difienters,  that  a  man  of  fuch  merit 
fhould  fo  long  have  been  negleCted. 
But  it  muit  be  obferved,  that  in 
eledlions  which  are  dependent  upon 
the  whole  body  of  a  congregation, 
a  regard  will  ufually  be  paid,  not 
only  to  internal  abilities,  but  to  ex¬ 
ternal  qualifications.  It  is  not  pro¬ 
bable  that  Mr.  Lardner,  even  in 
his  heft  days,  was  poflefled  of  a  good 
elocution ;  and  his  fimple  mode  of 
competition  was  not  calculated  to 
ftrike  the  multitude.  Rational 
preaching  had  not  then  made  a  very 
extenfive  prog  refs  among  the  dif- 
fenters ;  and  it  is  to  be  lamented, 
that,  when  it  became  more  preva¬ 
lent,  it  fhould  too  often  be  disjoined 
from  energy  and  pathos. 

“  Two  years  after  the  death  of 
lady  Treby,  Mr.  Lardner  met  with 
another  calamity  which  greatly  af¬ 
fected  him.  This  was  the  deceafe 
of  his  former  pupil,  Brindley  Tre¬ 
by,  efq.  a  gentleman  for  whom,  our 
author  had  the  highefl  affeCtion  and 
eReem.  Indeed,  he  felt  fo  deeply 
the  lofs  of  his  friend,  that,  he  im¬ 
puted  to  it,  in  part,  the  mcreafe  of 
a  deafnefs,  which  had  been  coming 
upon  him  for  fome  time  before.” 

u  Previoufly  to  this-  account  of 
himfelf,  and  at  leaf!:  as  early  as  1723, 
Mr.  Lardner  was  engaged,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  a  number  of  minifters, 
in  carrying  on  a  courfe  of  leCtures, 
on  Tuefday  evening,  at  the  Old 
Jewry.” 

“  At  this  time,  and  indeed  fome 

years 
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years  before,  Mr.  Lardner  was 
member  of  a  literary  fociety,  con- 
lifting  of  minifters  and  lay  gentle¬ 
men,  who  met,  on  Monday  even  ¬ 
ings,  at  Chew’s  Coffee-houfe,  in 
Bow-lane,  Cheapftde.  The  chair¬ 
man  of  this  fociety,  at  every  meet¬ 
ing,  propofed  two  queftiqns,  to  be 
freely  and  candidly  debated  ;  befide 
which,  each  member,  in  his  turn, 
produced  an  effay  on  fome  learned 
or  entertaining  fubjedt.  Such  in- 
ftitutions  have  been  of  eminent  fer- 
vice  to  the  republic  of  literature: 
they  have  given  rife  to  many  im¬ 
portant  difcoveries,  and  to  many 
valuable  works,  which  otherwise 
would  never  have  exifted.  A  hif- 
tory  of  focieties  of  this  kind,  which 
are  now  aiffufed  through  every  part 
of  Europe,  and  are  extended  to  the 
Weftern  and  the  Eaftern  world, 
tracing  their  fmali  beginnings,  their 
gradual  increafe,  their  more  per¬ 
manent  eftablifhment,  and  their 
beneficial  effedls,  would  be  a  very 
inftrudtive  and  entertaining  per¬ 
formance.” 

“  In  one  of  the  fchemes  for  the 
Tuefday  evenings  ledture,  which  is 
preferved  in  the  Memoirs  of  the 
Life  and  Writings  of  Dr.  Lardner, 
the  fubjedfs  are  entirely  of  a  prac¬ 
tical  and  moral  nature,  and  admi¬ 
rably  calculated  for  inftrudtion  and 
improvement  in  that  view.  But 
beftdes  treating  upon  fubjedls  of 
of  this  kind,  the  gentlemen  who 
carried  on  the  ledbire,  preached  a 
courfe  of  fermons  on  the  evidences 
of  natural  and  revealed  religion.  In 
this  courfe,  the  proof  of  the  credi¬ 
bility  of  the  gofpel  hiftory  was  af- 
figned  to  Mr.  Lardner  ;  and  in  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  1723,  and 
the  beginning  of  1724,  he  delivered 
three  fermons  on  that  moft  impor¬ 
tant  objedt  of  Chriftian  enquiry. 
Here  it  was,  that  the  foundation 
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was  probably  laid  of  his  great  work. 
Certain  it  is,  that  from  this  time 
he  was  diligently  engaged  in  writ- 
ting  the  firft:  part  of  his  Credibility. 
Elis  modefty,  however,  was  fuch, 
that  he  was  doubtful  about  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  it,  and  greatly  regretted 
that,  by  the  deceafe  of  his  dear 
friend  and  pupil,  Mr.  Treby,  he 
was  deprived  of  his  advice,  on  this 
and  other  occaftons.  It  is  hence 
evident  how  much  Mr.  Treby  had 
profited  by  the  inftnidfions  which 
had  been  given  him,  ftnce  his  tutor 
could  thus  look  up  to  him  for  his 
opinion  and  afliftance. 

44  Notwithftanding  Mr.  Lard- 
ner’s  diffidence,  he  took  courage  to 
proceed  in  his  undertaking,  and  in 
February  1727,  publiflied,  in  two 
volumes,  ocftavo,  the  firft  part  of 
44  The  Credibility  of  the  Gofpel 
44  Hiftory j  or,  the  Fadls  occasion- 
44  ally  mentioned  in  the  New 
44  Teftament  confirmed  by  Paffkges 
44  of  ancient  Authors,  who  were 
44  contemporary  with  our  Saviour 
44  or  his  Apoftles,  or  lived  near 
44  their  Time.”  An  Appendix  was 
fubjoined,  concerning  the  time  of 
Herod’s  death.  It  is  fcarcely  ne- 
ceft'ary  to  fay  how  well  this  work 
was  received  by  the  learned  world. 
Not  only  was  it  highly  approved  of 
by  the  Proteftant  diftenters,  with 
whom  the  author  was  more  imme¬ 
diately  connected,  but  by  the  clergy 
in  general  of  the  eftabliftied  church  ; 
and  its  reputation  gradually  extend¬ 
ed  into  foreign  'Countries.  It  is, 
indeed,  an  invaluable  performance, 
and  hath  rendered  the  moft  eflen- 
tial  fervice  to  the  caufe  of  Chrifti- 
anity.  Whoever  perufes  this  work 
(and  to  him  that  does  not  perufe 
it,  it  will  be  to  bis  own  lofs),  will 
find  it  replete  with  admirable  in- 
ftruflion,  found  learning,  and  juft 
and  candid  criticiftn.  It  was  not 

long 
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long  before  a  fecond  edition  was 
called  for,  and  a  third  was  publifh- 
ed  in  1741. 

“  In  the  beginning  of  February, 
1728,  the  eourfe  of  Mr.  Lardner’s 
Rudies  was  interrupted,  and  his  life 
threatened,  by  the  attack  of  a  vio¬ 
lent  fever,  which  proved  of  long 
continuance.  For  fome  time  his 
recovery  was  defpaired  of  by  his  re¬ 
lations  and  friends  ;  but  he  was  re¬ 
lieved,  and,  at  length,  happily  re- 
ftored  to  health,  by  the  divine  bleflf* 
ing  on  the  prefcriptions  of  Dr.  (af¬ 
terward  hr  Edward)  Hulfe,  who 
was  called  in  to  confult  with  the 
other  phyficians.” 

44  With  all  Mr.  Lardner’s  merit, 
he  was  forty-five  years  of  age  be¬ 
fore  he  obtained  a  fet dement  among 
the  diflenters.  On  the  24th  of  Au- 
guft,  1720,  he  happened  to  preach 
for  the  reverend  Dr.  William  Har¬ 
ris  at  Crouched-fryers ;  and  the 
confequence  of  it  was,  that  he  was 
unexpectedly  invited  by  the  congre¬ 
gation  to  he  affiflant  to  their  minif- 
ter.  After  mature  deliberation  he 
accepted  the  offer,  which,  as  he  de¬ 
clared  in  his  letter  of  acceptance, 
was  peculiarly  agreeable  to  him, 
becaufe  it  allotted  him  a  part  of 
fervice,  in  the  work  of  the  gofpel, 
with  their  honoured  paftor,  for 
whom  he  had  entertained,  from  his 
early  youth,  a  high  regard  and 
efteem,” 

44  The  religious  world  was  at  this 

time  engaged  in  an  important  con- 

troverfy,  relative  to  the  Chriftian 
*  * 

revelation.  That  of  which  I  am 
fpeakmg  had  been  begun  by  Mr. 
Woolfton,  who,  perhaps,  was  ra¬ 
ther  an  entftufiaft  and  a  madman 
than,  an  infidel.  By  reading  Ori- 
gen,  and  other  myftical  writers,  he 
had  been  led  to  embrace  the  alle¬ 
gorical  mode  of  explaining  the 
Scriptures,  which,  at  length,  he 
carried  to  a  moft  extravagant  and 
1788, 


and  ridiculous  excefs.  After  feveral 
abfurd  publications,  he  contended, 
in  a  tract,  intitled*  44  The  Mode- 
44  rator  between  an  Infidel  and  an 
44  Apellate,’'  to  which  two  Supple¬ 
ments  were  added,  that  the  mira¬ 
cles  of  our  Lord  were  not  rdaft  or 
ever  adtuallv  wrought.  For  this 
work  a  profecution  was  commenced 
againlb  him,  in  1726,  by  the  attor- 
ney -general ;  but,  in  confequence 
of  Mr.  Whifton’s  intercellion,  it 
was  laid  abide.  Mr.  Woplfton  was 
not  induced  by  this  indulgence  to 
continue  in  filence.  He  purfued 
the  fubjedl  through  the  years  1727, 
1728,  1729,  and  1.730,  in  fix  dif- 
courfes,  and  two  defences  of  them  ; 
in  which  he  not  only  maintained 
the  fame  principles  he  had  done  in 
his  44  Moderator,”  but  treated  the 
miracles  of  our  Saviour  with  a  licen- 
tioufnefs,  buffoonery,  and  info- 
fence,  that  had  ail  the  appearance, 
if  not  the  reality,  of  malignant  in¬ 
fidelity.  The  profecution,  there¬ 
fore,  was  renewed  againft  him  ;  and, 
being  tried  before  lord  chief-juftice 
Raymond,  he  was  condemned  in 
one  year’s  imprisonment,  and  a  fine 
of  a  hundred  pounds. 

44  A  far  better  method  of  confut¬ 
ing  Mr.  Woolfton  was  adopted  by 
many  learned  ,  divines  at  that  pe¬ 
riod.  The  pamphlets  written  a- 
gainfl  him  were,  indeed,  very  nu¬ 
merous  ;  and  among  the  reft  of  the 
defenders  of  Revelation,  Mr.  Lard- 
ner  appeared  to  no  fmall  advantage* 
His  work  upon  this  occafion,  which 
was  publifhed  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  year  3729,  was  intitled,  44  A 
44  Vindication  of  Three  of  our 
44  bleffed  Saviour’s  Miracles,  viz. 
44  The  Railing  of  Jairus’s  Daugh- 
44  ter,  the  Widow  of  Naim’s  Son, 
44  and  Lazarus.”  It  was  in  anfwer 
to  the  objections  of  Mr.  Woolfton’s 
fifth  difeourfe,  that  this  piece  was 
cornpofed.  Mr.  Lardner  had  drawn 
C  it 
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it  up  for  his  own  private  fatisfac- 
tion,  without  any  immediate  view 
to  publication  ;  and  Ids  mode  if  y 
was  fuch,  that  for  a  time  he  did 
not  think  of  printing  It,  becaufe  his 
colleague,  Dr.  Harris,  had  fubjomed 
two  difcoiii'iea  on  the  reafonable- 
ne&  of  belief  in  Chrifb,  and  the 
imreafonablenefs  of  infidelity  ;  fome 
•brief  remarks  on  the  cafe  of  Laza¬ 
rus.  It  lvas  to  the  advantage  of 
the  public  that  our  author  changed 
his  opinion.  His  vindication  was- 
undoubtedly  one  of  the  bed  trea¬ 
ties  which  appeared  in  the  contro- 
verfy  with  Mr.  Woolffon  ;  and  it 
is  no-  exaggeration  to  fay,  that  it 
abounds  with  admirable  and  judi¬ 
cious  obfervations,  and  contains  a 
complete  defence  of  three  of  -the 
rnoft  important  of  our  Lord’s  mi¬ 
racles.  Accordingly,  it  was  very 
favourably  received  by  the  learned 
world,  and  foon  came  to  a  iecond 
edition. 

44  Mr.  Lardner  wras  not  one  of 
thofe  who  approved  of  the  profe- 
cution  which  was  carried  on  again  ft 
Mr.  Woolffon  by  the  civil  magi- 
flrate..  In  his  preface,  therefore, 
he  has  made  fome  excellent  remarks 
on  the  fubjeef  of  free  enquiry  and 
difeuffion.  If  men  be  permitted  to 
deliver  their  fmtiments  freely  in 
matters  of  religion,  and  to  propofe 
their  objections  againff  Chriftiani- 
tv  itfelf,  he  declares  it  to  be  his 
opinion,  that  there  would  be  no 
reafon  to  be  in  pain  for  the  event. 
44  On  the  fide  of  Chrillianity,”  fays 
he,  44  I  expedt  to  fee,  as  hitherto, 
44  the  greateft  fhare  of  learning, 
44  good  fenfe,  true  wit,  and  fairnefs 
44  of  deputation  ;  which  things,  I: 
"4  hope,  will  be  fuperior  to  low  ri- 
44  dicule,  falfe  argument,  and  mif- 
44  reprefentation.”  He  farther  ob- 
ferves,  44  that  all  force  on  the  minds 
44  of  men,  in  the  matters  of  belief, 
44  is  contrary  to  religion  in  general. 


and  the  Chriflian  religion  in  parti¬ 
cular  ;  and  that  feverity,  inftead  of 
doing  good,  has  always  done  harm. 
Dr.  Waddington,  at  that  time  bi- 
fliop  of  Chichefter,  who  was  highly 
pleafed  with  the  wffiole  of  Mr, 
Lardner’s  vindication  of  the  three 
miracles,  was  tiot  equally  fatisried 
with  his  preface,  and,  therefore,, 
wrote  to  him  upon  the  fubjedh” 

44  Another  eorrefpondent,  occa~ 
Honed  by  the  vindication  of  the 
Three  Miracles,  was  the  lord  vif- 
count  Barrington :  who  had  made 
fome  remarks,  and  fuggefled  fome 
difficulties  concerning  the  death  of' 
Jairus’s  daughter.” 

44  His  iordfhip,  who  pofTefled  a 
very  enlightened-  mind  on  the  fub- 
jedt  of  religious  liberty,  highly  ap¬ 
proved  of  Mr.  Lardner’s  preface 
and  the  approbation  of  fo  good  a 
judge  was  received  by  our  author; 
with  peculiar  fatisfactionf  ’ 

44  Though  Mr.  Lardner’s  time 
was  chiefly  employed  in  his  prepa¬ 
rations  for  the  pulpit,  and  in  car¬ 
rying  on  his  great  work,  he,  ne* 
verthelefs,  found  leifure  to-  write 
other  occasional  pieces,  befides  his 
vindication  of  the  three  miracles* 
In  1730,  he  fent  a  letter  to  Mr, 
Laroche,  to  be  inferted  in  his  Li¬ 
terary  Journal,  a  periodical  work, 
which,  befides- giving  an  account  of( 
books,  admitted  fhort  original  com-i 
munications,  confifting  of  critical 
difquifitions  and  differtations*  The 
fubjedl  of  the  letter  was  -a  difficulty 
concerning  the  omiffion  of  the  hi f- 
tory  of  our  Saviour’s  afeenfion,  in 
the  gofpels  of  St.  Matthew  and  St, 
John,  though  it  is  related  by  St, 
Mark  and  St.- Luke.” 

44  In  1733,  appeared  theffirft  vo¬ 
lume  of  the  fecond  part  of  44  The 
u  Credibility  of  the  Gofpei  Hif 
44  tory  ;  or  the  principal  Fadts  of 
44  the  New  Tefta-ment  confirmed  by 
“  Fail  ages  from  ancient  Authors 

44  whs 
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06  who  were  contemporary  with  our 
44  Saviour,  or  his  Apoftles,  or  lived 
44  near  their  Time,”  It  was  Mr. 
Lardner’s  original  intention  not  to 
publifh  a  part  of  the  evidence  for 
the  principal  faCts  of  the  New'  Tef- 
tament,  until  the  whole  work  was 
completed.  But  he  was  diverted 
from  this  purpofe  by  the  importu¬ 
nities  of  his  friends.  He  could  have' 
wifhed,  however,  to  have  exhibited 
at  once  the  whole  evidence  of  the 
two  firif  centuries  of  Chriftianity ; 
but  he  thought  it  expedient  to  break 
off  fooner,  that  he  might  not  ren¬ 
der  the  volume  of  an  inconvenient 
fize.  Our  author  took  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  expreffmg  his  gratitude 
for  the  favourable  reception  which 
had  been  given  to  the  former  part 
of  his  work.  Befides  its  being  uni- 
verfally  well  received  at  home,  it  was 
fo  much  approved  abroad,  that  it 
was  tranflated  by  two  learned  fo¬ 
reigners  ;  by  Mr.  Cornelius  Wef- 
terbaen  of  Utrecht,  into  Low  Dutch, 
and  by  Mr.  j ,  Chriftopher  W ollf, 
of  Hamburgh,  into  Latin.’ * 

44  The  teftimonies  produced  and 
conhdered,  in  the  firft  volume  of 
the  fecond  part  of  the  Credibility, 
were  thofe  of  St.  Barnabas,  St. 
Clement,  Hermas,  St.  Ignatius,  St. 
Polycarp,  Papias,  juflin  Martyr, 
Dionyfius  of  Corinth,  Tatian,  He- 
gefippus,  Melito,  St.  Irenaeus,  and 
Athenagoras.  Our  author  has  alfo 
treated  on  a  fragment  called  St. 
Clement’s  Second  Epiftle,  the  Re¬ 
lation  of  St,  Polycarp’s  Martyr¬ 
dom,  the  Evangel  ills  in  the  reign 
of  Trajan,  the  Epiftle  to  Diognetus, 
and  the  Epiftle  of  the  Chin  ches  of 
Vienne  and  Lyons.  In  the  Intro¬ 
duction,  he  hath  given  an  admir¬ 
able  fummarv  of  the  hiftory  of  the 
New  Teftament.” 

44  In  1735,  was  publifhed  the  fe¬ 
cond  volume  of  the  fecond  part  of 


the  Credibility  of  the  Gofpel  Hif* 
tory.  The  fubjeCts  of  this  volume 
were,  Miltiades,  Theophiius  of  An-* 
tiochy  Pantaenus,  St.  Clement  of 
Alexandria,  Polycrates,  Heraclitus* 
and  feveral  other  writers  near  the 
end  of  the  fecond  century,  Hermias, 
Serapion,  Tertullian,  a  number  of 
authors  who  required  only  to  be 
ftiortly  mentioned,  and  certain  fup- 
polititious  writings  of  the  fecond 
century ;  fuch  as,  the  A6fs  of  Paul 
and  Thecla,  the  Sibylline  Oracles, 
the  Teftaments  of  the  twelve  Pa- 
triarchs,  the  Recognitions,  the  Cle« 
mentine  Homilies,  and  the  Clemen¬ 
tine  Epitome.  Among  thefe  dif¬ 
ferent  articles,  thofe  which  relate  to 
St.  Clement  of  Alexandria  and  T er- 
tullian,  are  peculiarly  important, 
and  the  remarks  on  the  apocryphal 
works  are  very  curious  and  ufefuh 
The  farther  Mr,  Lardner  proceeded 
in  his  defigrt,  the  more  did  he  ad¬ 
vance  in  efteem  and  reputation  a- 
mong  learned  men  of  ail  denomi¬ 
nations.  Even  the  adverfaries  to 
religion  could  not  withhold  their 
tefrimony  to  his  merit,” 

44  In  November,  1736,  our  au¬ 
thor  was  attacked  by  another  fevere 
and  dangerous  fever.  The '  effects 
of  it  were  iuch  that  he  did  not  re¬ 
cover  his  health,  fo  far  as  to  be  able 
to  preach,  till  late  in  the  fpring  of 
1737.  In  that  year  he  published 
his  44  Counfels  of  Prudence  for  the 
44  ufe  of  young  people  ;  a  difcourfe 
44  on  the  wifdom  of  the  Serpent,  and 
44  the  innocence  of  the  Dove  :  in 
44  which  are  recommended  general 
4  rules  of  prudence  ;  with  particular 
44  directions  relating  to  bufinefs, 
44  converfation,  friend  (hip,  and  ufe- 
44  fulnefs.”  This  difcourfe  was  ge¬ 
nerally  and  juftiy  admired.  Indeed, 
it  contains  moft  excellent  advice  to 
young  perfons ;  advice  refulting 
from  the  union  of  v/tfdom,  inte- 
Q  2  grity, 
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and  knowledge  of  the  world ;  and 
which,  if  followed,  would  be  the 
bell  foundation  of  happinefs,  both 
here  and  hereafter.  If,  from  the 
mention  of  this  difeourfe,  any  tin¬ 
gle  youth  fhould  be  engaged  fo  to 
attend  to  the  diredlions  it  contains, 
as  to  reduce  them  to  practice,  the 
prefent  life  of  Dr.  Lardner  will 
have  been  written  to  a  moil  valu¬ 
able  purpofe. 

44  Dr.  Seeker,  hilhop  of  Oxford, 
was  highly  pleafed  with  the  Coun- 
fels  of  Prudence.  In  a  letter  to  our 
author,  he  exprefies  himfelf  in  the 
following  terms  :  44  I  am  alfo  in 
44  your  debt  for  thofe  excellent 
44  Counfels  of  Prudence,  which  you 
44  publiihed  fome  time  ago,  and 
44  would  recommend  it  to  you,  to 
44  relieve  yourfelf  now  and  then 
44  from  your  great  work,  and  ob- 
44  lige  the  world  with  fome  of  thefe 
44  little  pieces.  One  would  hope 
44  they  might  do  a  great  deal  of 
44  good  in  it,  and  I  am  fure,  there 
44  is  great  need  of  doing  every  thing 
44  that  can  be  done  to  promote  fe- 
44  rioufnefs  and  mildnefs  among 
44  men.5’ 

44  In  1738,  Mr.  Lardner  was 
enabled  to  give  to  the  world  the 
third  volume  of  the  fecond  part  of 
the  Credibility.  This  volume  car¬ 
ried  the  evidence  down  to  the  year 
233,  and  included  Minutius  Felix, 
Apollonius,  Cains  and  others,  Af- 
terius  Urbanus,  St.  Alexander  bi- 
fhop  of  Jerufalem,  St.  Hippolitus, 
Ammonius,  Julius  Africanus,  Ori- 
gen,  and  St.  Fermilian.  Some  of 
thefe  articles  are  of  great  confe- 
quence,  and  I  need  not  inform  my 
readers  that  this  muff  be  peculiarly 
the  cafe  with  refpedf  to  the  account 
of  Origen. 

44  Our  author,  in  the  fame  year, 
drew  up  a  paper,  containing  44  Re- 
44  marks  upon  fome  Difficulties  con- 
S4  cerning  the  Chriftian  Dodh-ine.” 


Thefe  remarks  were  in  anfwer  to  a 
friend,  who  had  made  certain  ob- 
jedfions  to  the  excellence  and  ufe- 
fulnefs  of  feveral  of  the  precepts  of 
our  holy  religion.  Mr.  Lardner’s 
paper,  which  is  inferted  in  the  Ap¬ 
pendix,  difplays  his  cuftomary  good 
fenfe,  and  fagacity  of  obfervation. 

44  In  1779,  there  was  only  one 
publication  by  our  author,  which 
was  intitled,  44  A  Caution  againfl 
44  Conformity  to  this  World.”  It 
conlHled  of  two  difeourfes,  which 
had  been  preached  from  Rom.  xii. 
2.  and  which  may  juftly  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  fequel  to  the  Counfels  of 
Prudence.  The  diredfions  and  cau¬ 
tions  given  in  thefe  fermons  will  be. 
found  ufeful  at  all  times;  and  an 
attention  to  them  would  be  highly 
feafonable  at  prefent  ;  when,  with¬ 
out  indulging  to  fatirical  refledftons 
upon  the  age,  it  may  too  truly  be 
aflerted,  that  the  influence  of  gene¬ 
ral  cuflom  and  fafliion  is  not  always 
favourable  to  thofe  difpofitions  and 
habits  which  are  recommended  by 
wifdom,  piety,  and  virtue. 

44  Early  in  January,  i^o,  ap¬ 
peared  the  fourth  volume  of  the  fe- 
cond  part  of  the  Credibility.  Our 
author  began  this  volume  with  an 
account  of  the  various  writers  of 
lefs  note  in  the  former  part  of  the 
third  century,  and  then  proceeded  1 
to  the  conflderation  of  Noetus,  and; 
others,  who  were  called  heretics  at 
that  period  ;  fiich  as  the  Valefians, 
the  Angelics,  the  Apoffolics,  and 
the  Origenifts.  But  the  volume 
was  chiefly  devoted  to  St.  Gregory, 
bifhop  of  Neoc«faria  ;  Dionyfius, 
bifhop  of  Alexandria ;  and  St.  Cy¬ 
prian,  bifhop  of  Carthage.  The 
two  laff  articles  are  very  copious  and 
curious.” 

44  It  was  not  till  the  year  1743* 
that  Mr.  Lardner  was  enabled  to 
give  to  the  public  the  fifth  volume 
of  the  fecond  part  of  the  Credibi¬ 
lity. 
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lity.  This  volume  comprehended 
St.  Cornelius  and  St.  Lucius,  bi- 
fhops  of  Rome,  Novatius,  Diony- 
ftus  bifhop  of  Rome,  Commodian, 
Malchion,  Anatolius  and  three  o- 
thers,  bifliops  of  Laodicea,  Theog- 
noftus,  Theonas  bifhop  of  Alexan¬ 
dria,  Fieri  us  prefbyter  of  the  church 
of  the  fame  city,  two  Doritheufes, 
Victorious  bifhop  of  Pettaw,  Me¬ 
thodius,  bifhop  of  Olympus  in  Ly- 
cia,  Lucian  prefbyter  of  Antioch, 
Hefychius  bifhop  in  Egypt,  Pam- 
philus  prefbyter  of  Caefarea,  Phi- 
leas  bifhop  of  Thmuis  in  Egypt, 
Philoromus  receiver-general  at  A- 
iexandria,  Peter  bifhop  of  Alexan¬ 
dria,  and  the  Miletians.  In  an  ad- 
vertifement  prefixed  to  the  volume, 
our  author  expreffes  his  apprehen¬ 
sions  that  fome  perfons  might  be 
ready  to  charge  him  with  pr  olixity 
in  the  conduct  of  his  undertaking. 
But  he  hath  offered  fuch  reafons  for 
the  method  he  has  purfued,  as  will 
fatisfy  every  reflecting  mind.” 

“  In  the  fame  year  the  world  was 
indebted  to  Mr.  Lardner  for  another 
valuable  performance,  the  title  of 
which  was,  u  The  Circumftances  of 
u  the  Jewilh  People  an  Argument 

for  the  Truth  of  the  Chriftian  Re- 
6i  ligion.”  It  confifts  of  three  dif- 
courfes  on  Rom.  xi.  i  i .  in  which 
the  grand  points  infilled  upon  by 
our  author,  and  maintained  with 
great  perfpicuity  and  fuccefs,  are, 
that  the  prefent  flate  of  the  jews 
was  foretold  by  our  Lord  ;  that  it 
is  agreeable  to  many  prophecies  in 
the  Old  Teftament ;  that  it  affords 
reafon  to  believe  that  the  Meffiah 
is  already  come  ;  that  it  furnifhes 
an  argument  for  the  divine  author¬ 
ity  of  the  gofpel  ;  and  that  it  ex¬ 
hibits  an  atteffation  to  divers  things, 
upon  which  fome  evidences  of 
Chriftianity  depend.” 

V  In  174c;,  Mr.  Lardner  favour¬ 
ed  the  public  with  another  volume 


of  his  great  work,  being  the  fixth 
of  the  fecond  part.  Excepting  one 
chapter,  relative  to  Archelaus  bi¬ 
fhop  in  Mefopotamia,  the  whole 
volume  was  devoted  to  the  Mani- 
chees  ;  and  the  account  is  eminent¬ 
ly  curious  and  inftrudtive.  When 
our  author  began  his  work,  he  de¬ 
clined  writing  the  hiftory  of  the  he¬ 
retics  of  the  two  firft  centuries,  be- 
caufe  of  the  difficulty  of  the  fub- 
je£l,  and  for  fome  other  reafons  ; 
not  intending  to  omit  it  entirely, 
but  deferring  it  till  another  oppor¬ 
tunity.  But  when  he  came  lower, 
thefe  reafons  no  longer  operated  ; 
and,  therefore,  from  the  beginning 
of  the  fourth  volume,  he  intro¬ 
duced,  as  occafion  offered,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  writers  who  were  deemed 
heretical,  and  whofe  teftimonies 
contributed  to  his  main  defign.” 

a  It  was  in  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  that  Mr.  Lardner  received  a 
diploma  from  the  marifchal  college 
of  Aberdeen,  conferring  upon  him 
the  degree  of  dorior  in  divinity. 
The  diploma  was  voted  in  the  moft 
obliging  manner,  and  was  rendered 
agreeable  by  its  having  the  cordial 
and  unanimous  fignature  of  the  pro- 
feffors  of  the  college.  This  was  an 
honour  which  our  author  did  not 
folicit,  but  which,  when  it  was  be¬ 
llowed  upon  him,  he  did  not  think 
it  unbecoming  in  him  to  accept ; 
preferving  herein  the  due  medium 
between  feeking  for  fuch  a  diftinc- 
tinriion,  and  defpifmg  it  when  of¬ 
fered.” 

u  In  1748,  our  author  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  fuperintending  a  new  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  two  firft  volumes  of  the 
fecond  part  of  the  Credibility ;  and 
in  the  fame  year  he  publifhed  the 
feventh  volume  of  that  part.  The 
perfons  of  whom  an  account  was 
given,  and  whofe  teftimonies  were 
recited  in  this  volume,  were,  Arno- 
bius,  Lacftantius,  Alexander  bifhop 
C  3  of 
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of  Alexandria,  Arms  and  his  fol¬ 
lowers,  and  Conftantine  the  Great, 
the  firft  Chriftian  emperor.  There 
were,  likewife,  two  chapters  on 
the  Donat  ills,  and  on  the  burning 
of  the  Scriptures,  in  the  time  of 
Diocletian's  perfecution.  It  will 
appear,  from  the  names  I  have 
mentioned,  that  moil  of  thele  arti¬ 
cles  are  of  peculiar  importance. 
The  character  of  Conftantine  is 
Hated  and  eftimated  with  equal  can¬ 
dour  and  judgment  ;  and  the  ob- 
fervations  on  the  ftory  of  that  em¬ 
peror's  having  feen  in  the  heavens, 
nearly  at  mid-day,  the  trophy  of 
the  crois,  placed  above  the  fun, 
eonfifting  of  light,  with  an  infer  jp- 
tion  annexed,  by  this  conquer ,  are 
very  fagacious  and  convincing.  Cre¬ 
dulity  not  having  been  Dr.  Hard¬ 
ness  foible,  he  was  on  that  account 
the  more  eminently  qualified  for 
the  execution  of  the  great  work  he 
had  undertaken.  There  was  an 
Appendix  to  this  volume,  in  anfwer 
to  fome  remarks  which  Mr.  J  ackfon 
had  made  upon  our  author's  fifth 
volume,  relative  to  the  rife  of  Sa- 
bellianifm,  and  the  name  of  No- 
vatu  s. 

“  A  new  editiop  of  the  third  vo¬ 
lume  of  the  fecond  part  of  the  Cre¬ 
dibility  was  called  for  in  1750  ;  and 
in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year  ap¬ 
peared  the  eighth  volume.  This 
volume  began  with  the  council  of 
Nice,  and  then  proceeded  to  Eufe- 
bius  bjfhop  of  Caffarea.  The  other 
perfons  and  ohjeCJs  treated  of  were, 
Marcellus  biihop  pf  Ancyra  in  Ga¬ 
latia,  Euftathius  biihop  of  Antioch, 
Athanafius  biihop  of  Alexandria,  a 
dialogue  again  ft  the  Marcionites, 
Juvencus,  Julius  Firmicus  Mater- 
nus,  Cyril  of  jerufalem,  the  Au- 
dians,  Hilary  of  PoiCHers,  Agnus, 
the  council  of  Laodicea,  Epipha- 
niiis  biihop  of  Cyprus,  and  the  A- 
poftplical  Conftitutions  apd  Canons, 
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In  this  volume,  the  two  ftrft  arti- 
eles  are  of  peculiar  importance.  At 
the  conclufion  of  the  account  of 
the  council  of  Nice,  are  fome  ad¬ 
mirable  reflections  on  the  conduc'd 
of  that  council,  and  on  the  perni¬ 
cious  effects  of  introducing  fubferip- 
tions,  authority  and  force  into  the 
Chriftian  church.  In  the  hiftory 
of  Eufebius,  -which  is  very  copious, 
we  meet  with  a  number  of  excellent 
obfervations  concerning  the  divilions 
of  the  facred  books,  the  characters 
of  the  writers  of  them,  and  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  the  apoftles  and  apof- 
tolical  men.  With  thefe  biihop 
Seeker  was  highly  pleafed  ;  but  he 
was  not  equally  Satisfied  with  what 
our  author  had  advanced  in  rela? 
tion  to  the  council  of  Nice.” 

u  Dr.  Seeker’s  letter  marks  the 
turn  of  his  mind,  and  will  furnifti 
matter  of  reflection  to  the  curious 
reader,  who  has  a  talent  at  difeern- 
ing  the  nice  difcrimjnations  of  cha-* 
raCteia 

6i  In  this  fame  year,  our  author 
publifhed  a  volume  of  fermons,  the 
fubjeCts  of  which  are  entirely  of  a 
practical  nature.  Thefe  fermons, 
as  might  be  expeCted  from  Dr. 
Lardner,  are  very  judicious  and" 
inftruCtive,  and  the  perufal  of  them 
cannot  fail  of  being  acceptable  and 
ufeful  to  candid  and  ferious  Chrifti- 
ans.” 

“  Dr.  Lardner,  in  1751,  refigu- 
ed  the  office  of  morning  preacher 
at  Crouched-fryars.  His  reafons 
for  this  determination  were,  the 
continuance  and  even  increafe  of 
his  deafnefs,  the  fmalinefs  of  the 
morning  auditory,  and  the  import¬ 
ance  of  redeeming  time  for  carry* 
ing  on  his  long  work.” 

CD  CD 

The  ninth  volume  of  the  fe¬ 
cond  part  of  the  Credibility  ap¬ 
peared  in  1752.  In  the  preface  to 
it  our  author  affigns  the  reafon  why, 
with  regard  to  a  few7  names,  he  had 
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been  obliged  to  tranfgrefs  the  order 
of  time.  He  was  defirous  that  E- 
phrem  the  Syrian  fhould  be  in  the 
former  volume  ;  and  the  chapter 
was  completed  as  far  as  it  could  be 
done  from  the  Greek  edition  of  his 
works  at  Oxford,  and  the  fir  ft  two 
volumes  of  the  edition  then  begun 
at  Rome.  But  Dr.  Lardner  having 
been  informed  that  the  remaining 
volumes  of  the  Roman  edition 
might  be  expected  in  a  fhort  time, 
he  determined  to  wait  for  them  ; 
and  they  did  not  come  to  his  hands 
till  feveral  months  after  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  eighth  volume.  E- 
phrem  being  laid  alide,  he  took  E- 
piphanius.;  and  the  Apoftodical  Con- 
ft it ut ions  naturally  followed,  which 
requiring  a  long  chapter,  fame  other 
■articles,  of  fmaller  confequence, 
were  for  the  prefent  excluded.  The 
perfons  treated  of  in  the  ninth  vo¬ 
lume  were,  Rheticius  biihop  of  An- 
•tim,  Triphy  liras,  Eortrma^anus, 
Photinus,  Eufebius  biihop  of  Ver¬ 
meil!,  Lucifer  brfhop  of  Cagliari  in 
Sardinia,  Gregory  biftiop  of  Elvira, 
phmbadius  biihop  of  Agen,  Cains 
Marius  Vidlorimis  Afer,  Apolli- 
narius  biftiop  of  Laodicea,  Dama- 
fus  biftiop  of  Rome,  Balil  biftiop  of 
Caefarea  in  Cappadocia,  Gregory 
Nazianzen,  Amphilochius  biftiop  of 
Iconium,  Gregory  biftiop  of  Nyfta 
in  Cappadocia,  Didymus  of  Alex¬ 
andria,  Ephrem  the  Syrian,  Ebed- 
jefu,  Pacian  biftiop  of  Barcelona, 
Optatns  of  Mileri,  Ambrofe  biftiop 
of  Milan,  Diodorus  biftiop  of  Tar- 
fus,  Philafter  biftiop  of  Brefcia, 
Gaudentius  biftiop  of  the  lame  city, 
Sophronius,  and  Theodore  biftiop 
of  Mopfueftia  in  Cilicia.  There  is, 
alfo,  a  long  and  curious  chapter 
concerning  the  Prifcilianifts,  and  a 
fhorter  one,  relative  to  a  commen¬ 
tary  upon  thirteen  of  St.  Paul’s 
epiftles,  infcribed  by  many  to  Hi¬ 
lary  deacon  of  Rome.  To  this  vo¬ 


lume  were  fu bjoined,  44  Remarks 
44  upon  Mr.  Bower’s  account  of  the 
44  Maniehees,  in  the  fecund  volume 
44  of  his  Hiftory  of  the  Popes.’’ 
Mr.  Bower  had  retailed  the  com¬ 
mon  calumnies  with  regard  to  there 
heretics,  which  are  refuted  by  our 
author  with  his  ufual  candour,  good 
fenfe,  and  knowledge  of  antiquity. 
The  remarks,  in  the  prefent  edi¬ 
tion,  are  annexed  to  the  hiftory  of 
the  Maniehees.  In  this  year  (1752) 
a  fecond  irnprefiion  was  called  for 
of  the  Difcourfes  on  the  Circum- 
fiances  of  the  Jewifli  People. 

44  The  next  year  produced  the 
tenth  volume  of  the  fecond  part  of 
the  Credibility  ;  in  which  the  per¬ 
fons  treated  of  are  few  in  number, 
but  very  important  with  refpedt  to 
their  character,  works  and  tefti- 
mony.  They  are  Jerome,  Riifrnus, 
Auguftin  biihop  of  Hippo  Regius 
in  Afrka,  and  jolm  Chryfoftom  hi¬ 
lltop  of  Conflanti  nopin.  A  ftiort 
chapter  is  introduced,  on  the  third 
council  of  Carthage.  Two  other 
publications  came  from  Dr.  Lard¬ 
ner  in  the  fame  year.  The  firft 
was,  44  A  Diflertation  upon  the  two 
44  Epiftles  aferibed  to  Clement  of 
44  Rome,  lately  publifhed  by  Mr. 
44  Wetftein  ;  with  large  extracts  out 
44  of  them,  and  an  argument  fhow- 
44  ing  them  not  to  be  genuine.” 

44  The  other  production  of  Dr. 
Lardner,  which  came  out  in  1753, 
appeared  without  his  name,  and 
was  intitled,  44  An  Eflay  on  the 
44  Mofaic  Account  of  the  Creation 
44  and  Fall  of  Man,”  By  the  mif- 
fortunes  of  the  bookfeller,  almoft 
the  whole  irnprefiion  was  loft ;  fo 
that,  in  the  prefent  edition,  it  has 
the  recommendation  of  novelty. 
Our  author  adopts  the  literal  fenfe 
of  the  hiftory  of  our  firft  parents, 
and,  after  having  critically  explain¬ 
ed  the  narration,  deduces  from  it  a 
variety  of  important  obfervations. 

C  4  Dr, 
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“  Dr.  Lardner  was  now  drawing 
to  the  conclufion  of  the  fecond  part 
of  the  Credibility.  In  1754,  the 
nth  volume  of  it  was  publifhed, 
containing  a  fuccindl  hiftory  of  the 
principal  Chriftian  writers  of  the 
fifth,  ftxth,  and  following  centuries, 

'  to  the  beginning,  of  the  twelfth  cen¬ 
tury  ;  with  their  teftimony  to  the 
books  of  the  New  Teftament.  The 
perfons  introduced  in  this  volume 
were  more  than  forty  in  number,  it 
not  being  neceftary  to  make  the  ar¬ 
ticles  fo  large  and  particular,  as  had 
been  requisite  at  a  more  early  pe¬ 
riod.  An  Appendix  was  added, 
giving  an  account  of  the  ecclefiaf- 
tical  hiftories  of  Socrates,  Sozomen, 
and  Theodpret.” 

“  As  fuch  a  quantity  and  variety 
of  matter  wTere  comprehended  in 
our  author’s  great  work,  an  epitome 
of  it  became  very  delirable,  to  af- 
fift  the  recoliedlion  of  the  memory, 
and  to  difplay  in  one  view  the  force 
of^  the  argument.  Accordingly, 
this  was  undertaken  by  Dr.  Lard¬ 
ner  himfelf,  who,  in  the  twelfth 
.and  laft  volume  of  the  fecond  part, 
which  was  publifhed  in  1755;,  gave 
a  general  review  of  his  defign,  and 
an  admirable  recapitulation  of  the 
eleven  preceding  volumes,  with  fome 
new  additional  obfervations.  Lifts 
were  added,  of  various  readings, 
and  of  texts  explained  ;  together 
with  an  alphabetical  catalogue  of 
Chriftian  authors,  fedts,  and  writ¬ 
ings,  and  an  alphabetical  table  of 
principal  matters.” 

“  Early  in  the  fpring  of  the  year 
1756,  I  had  the  happinefs  of  com¬ 
mencing  an  acquaintance  with  Dr. 
Lardner,  and  the  honour  of  its  be¬ 
ing  fought  for  on  his  fide,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  favourable  opinion 
which  his  candour  had  led  him  to 
form  of  me,  from  the  fir  ft  fermon 
I  ever  printed,  on  the  advantages 
of  religious  knowledge.  In  the 
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fame  year,  the  dodlor  publifhed  the 
firft  and  fecond  volumes  of  the  Sup- 

JL 

plement  to  the  Credibility  of  the 
Gofpel  Hiftory.  It  fell  to  my  lot 
to  be  the  monthly  reviewer  of  theie 
volumes ;  and  the  accounts  which 
I  gave  of  them  were  fo  fortunate  as 
to  obtain  our  author’s  approbation. 
He  did  not  know,  at  the  time,  from 
whom  they  came.  To  what  cir- 
cumftance  it  was  owing  that  the  re¬ 
view  of  the  work  was  configmed  to 

O 

me,  I  cannot  now  recollect,  it  not 
being  till  long  after,  that  I  could 
with  any  juftice  have  been  deemed 
a  periodical  critic.  When  the  third 
volume  of  the  Supplement  appear¬ 
ed,  which  was  in  1757,  Earc*“ 
ner  himfelf  drew  up  a  fhort  and 
fimple  flate  of  the  contents  of  it, 
which  was  inferted  in  the  Review, 
with  a  flight  addition  by  way  of 
encomium ;  for  nothing  that  had 
the  lead:  tendency  to  praife  came 
from  his  own  pen. 

“  The  firft  volume  of  the  Sup¬ 
plement  contained  general  obferva¬ 
tions  upon  the  canon  of  the  New 
Teftament,  and  a  Hiftory  of  the 
Four  Evangelifts,  with  the  Evi¬ 
dences  of  the  Genuinenefs  of  the 
Four  Gofpels,  and  the  Adis  of  the 
Apofties,  and  an  examination  of  the 
times  in  which  thefe  books  were 
written.  There  is,  likewife,  a  chap¬ 
ter  concerning  the  time  when  the 
apofties  left  Judaea,  to  go  and  preach 
the  Chriftian  religion  to  other  coun¬ 
tries  ;  which  event,  our  author 
thinks,  could  not  have  taken  place 
until  after  the  council  at  Jerufalem. 
He  concluded  the  volume  with  a 
difcuftion  of  the  queftion,  Whether 
any  'one  of  the  firft  three  evange¬ 
lifts  had  feen  the  gofpel  °*  the 
others  before  he  wrote  his  own  ? 
and  here  Dr,  Lardner  hath  deter¬ 
mined  with  great  appearance  of 
reafon  and  argument,  that  St.  Mat¬ 
thew,  St.  Mark,  and  St,  Luke  did 

no 
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not  abridge  or  tranfcribe  from  each 
other,  but  are  diftinCl,  independent, 
and  harmonious  witnefles.  The 
fecond  volume  comprehended  the 
hiftory  of  St.  Paul,  difplayed  the 
evidences  of  the  genuinenefs  of 
his  fourteen  Epiftles,  particularly 
that  to  the  Hebrews,  and  afcertain- 
ed  the  times  in  which  they  were 
written.  Through  the  -whole  were 
interfperfed  many  curious  remarks  ; 
and  the  two  concluding  chapters 
were  employed  in  Ihewing,  that  the 
epiftle  infcribed  to  the  Epheftans, 
was  actually  addrefled  to  them,  and 
that  the  churches  of  ColofTe  and 
Laodicea  were  planted  by  St.  Paul. 
In  the  third  volume,  the  feven  Ca¬ 
tholic  Epiftles,  and  the  Revelation 
of  St.  John,  were  confidered,  and 
hiltories  given  of  St,  James,  St.  Pe¬ 
ter,  and  St,  Jude.  The  order  of 
the  books  of  the  New  Teftament 
is  examined,  and  proofs  afforded 
that  they  were  early  known,  read, 
and  made  ufe  of  by  Chriftians.  In 
conclulion,  it  is  fhewn,  that  there  is 

no  reafon  to  believe,  that  any  of  the 

'  - 

facred  books  of  the  New  Teftament 
have  been  loft. 

“  It  would  not  be  eafy  to  fav  too 
much  in  praife  of  the  Supplement 
to  the  Credibility.  The  feveral 
queftions  dilcuffed  in  this  v/ork,  are 
determined  in  confequence  of  a  depth 
of  inveftigation,  and  an  accuracy  of 
judgment,  which  are  highly  worthy 
of  admiration.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  in  various  points  the  opinions 
of  our  author  are  very  different  from 
thofe  which  his  former  colleague, 
Dr.  Benfon,  maintained  in  his  Hif¬ 
tory  of  the  ACts  of  the  Apofties,  tire 
prefaces  to  his  Paraphrafes,  and  the 
diflertations  annexed  to  them.  True 
criticifm,  we  believe,  will  ufually 
decide  in  favour  of  Dr.  Lardner.” 

“  The  Supplement  to  the  Credi¬ 
bility  of  the  Gofpel  Hiftory,  com- 
plet?d  pne  grand  part  of  Dr.  Lard- 


ner’s  defign,  which  was,  to  produce 
at  large,  the  teftimonies  of  Chriftian 
writers  to  the  books  of  the  New 
Teftament.  What  he  had  already 
executed,  had  employed  him  thirty- 
three  years  ;  and  it  was  contrary  to 
his  expectation,  that  his  life  was 
fpared  to  the  accomplifhment  of  fo 
much  of  the  eminently  important 
fcheme  which  he  had  in  view.  Pro¬ 
vidence,  however,  preferved  him  for 
ft  ill  farther  ufefulnefs.  There  was 
one  part  of  his  plan  which  he  never 
carried  into  effeCt.  It  was  his  in¬ 
tention  to  alledge  the  teftimonies  of 
Chriftian  writers,  not  only  to  the 
books,  but  alfo  to  the  principal  faCts 
of  the  New  Teftament,  fuch  as  the 
birth,  miracles,  death,  and  refurree- 
tion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  million  of 
the  Apofties,  and  the  miracles 
wrought  by  them  :  to  which  were 
to  be  added,  fuch  conftderations  as 
might  give  weight  to  thefe  teftimo¬ 
nies,  and  confirm  their  truth.  This 
our  author  defigned  to  be  the  fecond 
book  of  the  fecond  part  of  the  Cre- 
dility,  and  he  fuppofed  that  it  might 
be  comprized  in  a  Angle  oCtavo  vo¬ 
lume  ;  on  which  account  it  is  rather 
the  more  furprifing  that  it  was  not 
completed.  Perhaps,  upon  reflec¬ 
tion,  he  might  judge,  that  almoft: 
every  thing  which  he  wifhed  to  fay 
in  this  refpeCt,  would  be  found  in  the 
volumes  already  publiflied.” 

“  In  the  year  17^8,  appeared  two 
productions  from  the  pen  of  our  au¬ 
thor,  The  firft  was,  u  The  Cafe  of 
u  the  Demoniacs,  mentioned  in  the 
u  New  Teftament ;  being  four  dif- 
u  courfes  upon  Mark  v.  19.  with  an 
“  Appendix,  for  the  farther  illuftra- 
“  tion  of  the  fubjeCt.”  Dr.  Lard- 
ner,  in  this  work,  maintains  the  hy- 
pothelis  which  was  fupported  by 
Mr.  Jofeph  Mede,  in  the  laft  centu- 
ry,  by  Dr,  Sykes  and  others  in  the 
prefent,  and  (till  more  recently,  in 
a  very  elaborate  maimer,  by  the  late 
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Rev.  Hugh  Farmer.  This  fcherne, 
which  fuppofes  tire  demoniacs  to 
have  been  only  difeafed  or  lunatic 
perfons,  and  not  actually  podeded 
!>y  evil  fpirits,  feems  to  gain  ground  ; 
and  will  probably  be  found  to  be  molt 
agreeable,  not  only  to  the  principles 
of  found  philofophy,  but  to  the  ge¬ 
nuine  language  of  antiquity  and 
Scripture,  when  rightly  under  flood. 
The  Treatife  on  the  Demoniacs 
having  been  considered  by  our  au¬ 
thor  as  an  appendix  to  the  firfl  part 
of  his  Credibility,  relative  to  the 
fa&s  occafionally  mentioned  in  the 
New  Teftament,  it  is  Subjoined  to 
that  work  in  the  prefent  edition. 

44  The  other  publication  of  Dr. 
Lardner’s  this  year,  was  a  fhort  one, 
without  his  name,  the  title  of  which 
was,  44  A  Letter  to  Jonas  Hanway, 
64  Elq.  in  which  fome  Reafons  are 
64  afiigned,  why  Houfes  for  the  Re- 
46  ception  of  Penitent  Women,  who 
*4  have  been  disorderly  in  their  Li  ves, 
64  ought  not  to  be  called  Magdalen 
44  Houfes.”  Mary  Magdalen,  as 
our  author  {hews,  was  not  the  {in¬ 
ner  who  is  recorded  in  the  feventh 
chapter  of  St.  Luke,  but  a  woman 
of  diftindlion  and  excellent  charac¬ 
ter,  who  for  a  while  laboured  under 
fome  bodily  indifpofition,  which  our 
Lord  mjraculoufly  healed.  To  call, 
therefore,  a  hofpital  for  repenting 
proflitutes,  a  Magdalen-houfe,  was, 
he  thought,  a  great  abufe  of  the 
name  oi  a  truly  honourable  and  va¬ 
luable  woman.” 

44  In  1 755,  Dr.  Lardner  pub  I  idled, 
but  without  his  name,  44  A  Letter 
44  written  in  the  Year  1730,'concerii- 
"  ing  the  Quedion,  Whether  the  Lo- 
44  gos  fupplied  the  Place  of  a  Human 

Soul  in  the  Perfon  of  Jefus  Chrifl.” 
To  this  letter,  which  I  have  mention¬ 
ed  before,  and  which  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  originally  add  reded  to  lord 
Barrington,  were  now  added,  “  Two 
44  Poftfcripts :  the  firft,  containing 


44  an  Explication  of  thefe  Words,  the 
44  Spirit,  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Spirit 
44  of  God,  as  ufed  in  the  Scriptures: 
44  the  fecond,  containing  Remarks 
44  upon  the  Third  Part  of  the  late 
44  Kifhop  of  Cioghers  Vindication 
44  of  the  Hidories  of  the  Old  and 
44  New  Teflament.”  In  this  trea¬ 
tife,  our  author  oppofes  the  Arian 
hypothecs,  to  which  he  acknow¬ 
ledges,  that  he  had  once,  for  a  while, 
been  much  inclined,  but  which  he 
now  entirely  didiked,  thinking  it  to 
be  all  amazing  throughout,  and  ir¬ 
reconcilable  to  reafon.  The  point 
which  he  labours  to  prove  is,  that 
Jefus  is  a  man  appointed,  anointed, 
beloved,  honoured,  and  exalted  by 
God  above  all  other  beings,” 

44  I  do  not  recoiled!  that  the  letter 
on  the  Logos  made  anv  great  im- 
predion,  at  the  time  of  its  firfl  pub¬ 
lication.  The  fentiments  advanced 
in  it  were  then  confined  to  a  few 
perfons ;  and  others  were  not  rea¬ 
dily  difpofed  to  embrace  them.  It 
is  not  necedary  to  inform  my  read¬ 
ers,  that  a  period  of  lefs  than  thirty 
years  has  produced  a  furpriftng  al¬ 
teration.  in  this  refpedb.  The  fadt 
is  equally  allowed  by  thofe  who  re¬ 
joice  in,  and  by  thofe  who  deplore 
the  progrefs  of  Socinianifm.  What 
are  the  dodlrines  of  the  New  Tei- 
tament,  with  regard  to  the  perfon 
and  pre-exiflenee  of  Chrifl,  is  the 
grand  controverfv  of  the  day ;  a 
controverfv  that  is  warmly  agitated., 
and  which  is  not  likely  t<5  be  foon 
brought  to  a  conclufion.” 

44  A  fecond  volume  of  fermons, 
on  various  fubjadri,  was  publidied 
by  our  author  in  1760.  The  dif- 
courfes  in  this  volume,  though  al¬ 
ways  applied  to  pradtical  purpofes, 
are  more  curious  and  critical  than 
thofe  which  he  gave  to  the  world  ten 
years  before.  Several  important 
circumflances,  relative  to  the  hiflory 
of  our  Saviour,  and  the  dodlrines  .of 

the 
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the  Gofpel,  are  confidered  and  ex¬ 
plained  ;  and  it  would  not  be 
eafy  to  find,  in  the  fame  compafs,  a 
greater  treafure  of  Chriftian  know¬ 
ledge,  This  year  a  fecond  edition 
was  demanded  of  the  eleventh  vo¬ 
lume  of  the  Credibility,  and  of  the 
two  firft  volumes  of  the  Supplement,, 
The  fifth  volume  had  been  reprint¬ 
ed  in  1756;  and  the  fourth  and 
fixth  in  1758. 

44  Deeply  engaged  as  Dr.  Lardner 
was,  in  preparing  his  own  works  for 
the  prefs,  he  could  not  refill  the  feli¬ 
citations  which  were  made  to  him  to 
revife  occafionally  the  productions 
of  other  perfons.  About  this  time, 
at  the  requeft  of  his  friend  Mr. 
Caleb  Fleming,  he  corrected  the 
pianufcript  of  44  A  Criticifm  upon 
44  modern  Notions  of  Sacrifices ;  be- 
44  ing  an  Examination  of  Dr.  Tay- 
44  lor’s  Scripture  DoClrine  of  the 
44  Atonement  examined.”  The  au¬ 
thor  of  the  traCI  here  mentioned, 
was  a  Dr.  Richie,  a  phyfician,  and  a 
diflenting  minifler,  fomewhere  in 
the  North  of  England.  By  the  fame 
gentleman  was  afterwards  publifhed, 
in  two  volumes,  quarto,  an  elabo¬ 
rate  work,  concerning  the  peculiar 
doctrines  of  revelation,  relating  to 
piacular  facrifices,  redemption  by 
Chrift,  and  the  treatment  of  moral 
characters,  by  the  Deity.  It  was 
the  production  of  a  man  who  had 
applied  himfelf  diligently  to  the  fin¬ 
ely  of  the  feriptures,  and  who  has 
taken  immenfe  pains  to  afeertain 
his  own  views  of  things ;  notwith- 
ftanding  which,  it  is  now  little 
known,  and  Hill  lefs  read.  The 
different  fate  of  books  would  fur- 
nifli  matter  for  a  curious  and  a  co¬ 
pious  difquifition. 

44  Another  work,  the  manufeript 
of  which  Dr.  Lardner  revifed,  at 
the  defire  of  the  writer,  for  whom 
he  had  a  particular  efteem,  was  a 
Treatife  on  the  true  DoClrine  of  the 
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New  Teflament,  concerning  Jefus 
Chrift.  This  treatife,  which  has 
come  to  a  fecond  impreflion,  was 
the  compofition  of  the  Rev.  Mr, 
Paul  Cardale,  a  diflenting  minifter,, 
at  Evefham,  in  Worcefterfhire.  It 
is  introduced  by  a  long  difeourfe  on 
free  enquiry  in  matters  of  religion,, 
and  contains  a  full  defence  of  what 
is  called  the  Socinian  fcheme.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  it  has  been  of  fome  confi- 
derable  influence  in  drawing  over 
perfons  to  the  author’s  opinion.” 

44  In  1 76 1 ,  and  1762,  Dr.  Lard¬ 
ner  condefcended  to  make  fome  com¬ 
munications  to  a  periodical  work, 
then  carrying  on,  entitled,  44  The 
44  Library,”  which  nonfilled  en¬ 
tirely  of  original  pieces,  and  was 
conducted  by  fome  of  the  younger 
diflenting  miniflers  of  the  city  of 
London.” 

44  A  new  edition  of  the  tenth  vo¬ 
lume  of  the  fecond  part  of  the  Cre¬ 
dibility  came  nut  in  1761,  and  of 
the  twelfth  volume  in  1762.  Not 
again  to  refume  the  fubjeCl,  it  may 
here  be  mentioned,  that  the  eighth 
volume  was  reprinted  in  1766. 

44  It  was  in  1762  that  our  author 
publifhed  his  44  Remarks  on  the  late 
44  Dr.  Ward’s  Diflertations  on  feve- 
44  ral  P adages  of  the  f acred  Scrip- 
44  tures  ;  wherein  are  (hewn,  befide 
44  other  things,  that  St.  John  com- 
44  puted  the  hours  of  the  day  after 
44  the  Jewifh  manner;  who  are  the 
44  Greeks,  John  xii. ;  who  the  Gre- 
44  cians,  ACls  vi. ;  the  Defign  of  the 
44  apoflolic  Decree,  ACls  xv.  ;  that 
44  there  was  but  one  Sort  of  Jewifh 
44  Profelytes;  wherein  lay  the  Fault 
44  of  St.  Peter;  and  how  St.  Paul 
44  may  be  vindicated.”  Of  thefe 
Remarks  it  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that 
they  difplay  Dr.  Lardner’s  ufual 
fkill  in  whatever  relates  to  the  criti¬ 
cal  knowledge  of  the  New  Tefta¬ 
ment.  He  has  particularly  confuted 
the  notion  of  two  kinds  of  profe- 

lytes, 
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lyt.es,  which  had  not  only  been  a- 
dopted  by  Dr.  Ward,  but  which, 
for  fame  time  before  had  been  a 
favourite  opinion  with  lord  Bar¬ 
rington,  Dr.  Benfon,  and  other 
writers,  fa  as  to  lead  them  into  va¬ 
rious  miftakes,  A  long  intimacy 
had  fubfifted  between  Dr.  W ard  and 
our  author  :  and,  accordingly, 
throughout  the  whole  of  his  Re¬ 
marks,  he  has  treated  the  memory 
of  his  friend  with  the  greateft  re¬ 
gard  and  refpecL 

u  Dr.  Lardner,  in  1764,  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  world,  without  his 
name,  fame  ftrictures  on  another 
eminent  New  Teftament  critic,  Dr. 
James  Macknight,  who  had  recently 
publifhed  his  Harmony  of  the  Four 
Gofpels.  The  arrangement  of  the 
cireumftances  relative  to  our  Lord’s 
refurredion,  had  for  feveral  years 
engaged  the  attention  of  Chriftian 
writers.  Mr.  Gilbert  Weft  had  treat¬ 
ed  the  iubjed  very  much  at  large, 
and  was  fuppofed  to  have  thrown 
great  light  upon  it,  by  having  re  - 
courfe  to  a  different  interpretation  of 
tome  of  our  Saviour’s  appearances 
recorded  by  the  Evangelifts,  from 
what  had  hitherto  been  given,  A  new 
vein  of  criticifm  was  opened  by  him, 
which  was  purfued  by  other  perfons! 
Dr.  Macknight,  in  particular,  be¬ 
llowed  extraordinary  labour  upon 
the  matter,  in  the  conclulion  of  his 
Harmony.  The  efforts  of  his  in¬ 
genuity  and  diligence  had  not  the 
good  lor  tune  to  fatisfy  Dr.  Lardner. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  certain  fup- 
politions,  which  had  been  made  by 
Dr.  Macknight,  were,  altogether, 
without  foundation.  He  thought 
pi  °pe  1,  therel ore,  to  publifh,  in  a 
1  ettei  to  the  author,  Obfervations 
upon  his  Harmony,  fo  far  as  related 
to  the  Hiftory  of  our  Saviour’s  Re- 
furredion.  It  cannot  be  denied, 
that  this  tract  is  a  piece  of  mafterly 
criticifm.  The  account  which  is 
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given  in  it,  of  the  various  appear¬ 
ances  of  our  Lord,  after  his  refiir- 
redtion,  comes  recommended  by  fuch 
a  iimplicity  of  truth,  as  calls  for  the 
warmed:  approbation.  I  have  re  a- 
fon  to  believe,  that  there  were  other 
points  in  which  Dr.  Lardner  did 
not  agree  with  Dr.  Macknight.  In 
matters  liable  to  difficulty,  and  in¬ 
volved  in  fome  degree  of  obfcurity, 
a  diverftty  of  fentiments  will  take 
place  between  the  mod  upright, 
able,  and  ferious  enquirers  after 
truth. 

44  Amidft  thefe  various  produc¬ 
tions  of  a  fmaller  nature,  Dr.  Lard¬ 
ner  continued  the  profecution  of  his 
grand  objedl.  Accordingly,  foon  af¬ 
ter  the  publication  of  his  Obferva¬ 
tions  on  Dr.  Macknight’s  Harmony, 
and  in  the  fame  year,  he  gave  to 
the  world,  in  quarto,  the  firft  vo¬ 
lume  of  44  A  large  Collection  of 
44  ancient  J ewifh  and  Heathen  Tef- 
44  timonies  to  the  Truth  of  the 
44  Chriftian  Religion.”  This  vo¬ 
lume  contained  the  J  ewifh  teftimo- 
nies,  and  the  teftimonies  of  hea¬ 
then  authors  of  the  firft  century,” 

44  The  heathen  teftimonies,  con- 
fidered  in  the  firft  volume,  were, 
the  pretended  Epiftle  of  Abgarus, 
king  of  Edefla,  to  Jefus,  and  the  re- 
fcript  of  j  efus  to  Abgarus ;  the 
knowledge  which  the  emperor  Ti¬ 
berius  had  of  our  Saviour  jefus 
Chrift ;  a  monumental  infcription 
concerning  the  Chriftians  in  the 
time  of  Nero;  Pliny  the  Elder  ; 
Tacitus;  Martial;  Juvenal;  and 
Suetonius.  But  this  volume  began 
with,  and  was  chiefly  employed  up¬ 
on,  the  j  ewifh  teftimonies  ;  among 
which  the  famous  hiftorian  Jofephus 
is  the  principal  object.  The  third 
chapter,  relative  to  the  fulfilment  of 
our  Saviour’s  predictions  concerning 
the  deftrudfion  of  the  temple  and 
the  city  of  Jerufalem,  and  the  nai¬ 
leries  of  the  Jewifti  people,  is  of 


SKETCH  of  die  LIFE,  &c.  of  Dr.  LARDNER.  [4S] 


peculiar  importance ;  and  accord¬ 
ingly,  it  has  juftly  obtained  a  place 
in  Bifhop  Watfon’s  collection.  It 
was  a  neceflarv  part  of  Dr.  Lard- 
ner’s  plan,  to  examine  the  celebrated 
paffage  with  regard  to  the  Lord 
Jefius  Chrift:,  which  is  now  found  in 
all  the  copies  of  Jofephus.  This 
paffage,  therefore,  our  author  has 
difcuffed  with  his  ufual  fagacity  and 
diligence  ;  and  he  has  pronounced 
it  to  be  an  interpolation.” 

66  The  fecond  volume  of  the  col¬ 
lection  of  jewifh  and  Heathen  Tefti- 
monies  appeared  in  176c;;  containing 
the  heathen  teftimonies  of  the  fe¬ 
cond  century.” 

44  The  perfons  treated  of  in  this 
volume  are,  Pliny  the  younger,  and 
Trajan  ;  EpiCtetus  the  ftoic  philo- 
fopher,  and  Arrian ;  the  emperor 
Adrian ;  Bruttius  Praefens  ;  Phle- 
gon,  Thallus,  and  Dionyftus  the  Are- 
opagite;  the  emperor  Titus  Antoni¬ 
nus  ;  the  emperor  Marcus  Antoninus 
the  philofopher ;  Apuleius-  the  ear¬ 
ly  adverfaries  of  Chriftianity,  and 
particularly  Celfus;  Lucian  ofSamo- 
fata  ;  Ariftides  the  fophift ;  Dion  ; 
Cliryfoltom  ;  and  Galen.  Of  the 
chapters  relative  to  thefe  perfons, 
the  longeft,  and  the  moft  important 
are  thole  concerning  Pliny,  Marcus 
Antoninus,  and  Celfus.  Whoever 
perufes  them,  will  find  in  them  a 
noble  treafure  of  curious  and  valu¬ 
able  information.” 

44  The  third  volume  of  the  Col¬ 
lection  of  Teftimonies,  was  publifh- 
ed  in  1766,  containing  an  account 
of  the  heathen  writers  and  writings 
of  the  third  century,  whence  argu¬ 
ments  may  be  deduced  in  fupport  of 
the  truth  of  the  Chrift  ian  religion. 
This  volume,  which  extended  to  the 
converfion  of  Conftantinethe  Great, 
abounded,  like  the  two  former  ones, 
with  much  valuable  information. 
The  perfections  to  which  the  pro- 
feftbrs  of  the  gofpel  were  expofed, 


and  particularly  that  under  the  em¬ 
peror  Diocletian,  are  here  amply 
confidered.  A  peculiar  attention  is, 
likewife,  paid  to  Porphyry,  and  to 
his  objections  againft  the  authenti¬ 
city  of  the  book  of  Daniel.  In  the 
chapter  that  relates  to  Diogenes 
Laertius,  our  author  has  introduced 
a  very  curious  criticifm  on  the  Al¬ 
tar  to  the  unknown  God,  at  Athens, 
which  is  mentioned  in  the  Acts  of 
the  Apoftles. 

44  The  fourth  volume  of  the  Tef¬ 
timonies  appeared  in  1  ?6r.  In  this 
volume  were  cont:  ined  the  teftimo- 
nies  of  heathen  writers  of  the  fourth, 
fifth,  and  fixth  centuries ;  to  which 
was  added,  the  ftate  of  Gentilifm 
under  Chriftian  emperors.  Among 
the  perfons  who  here  palled  in  re¬ 
view  before  Dr.  Lardner,  Julian, 
Ammianus  Marcellinus,  and  Liba- 
nius,  are  particularly  diftmgui Hied, 
The  accounts  of  thefe,  and  of  con¬ 
temporary  authors,  are  very  enter¬ 
taining  ;  though,  as  witneftes  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  our  holy  religion,  they  are 
pot  fo  important  as  Celfus,  and  other 
writers  of  an  earlier  period.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  they  deferved  to  be  col¬ 
lected,  and  to  be  put  together  in 
their  proper  order.  Hence  our  au¬ 
thor  had  an  opportunity  of  difplay- 
ing  the  laft  ftruggles  of  expiring 
gentilifm,  and  of  relating  fbme  at- 
tempts  to  reftore  it,  after  it  had. 
been  for  a  while  exploded  with  fcorn 
and  difdain.  He  has,  likewife,  in¬ 
troduced  to  the  acquaintance  of  his 
readers,  not  a  few  men  of  great 
learning,  and  fine  abilities,  who 
were  ftill  tenacious  of  the  ancient 
rites,  and  fond  of  all  the  fables  upon 
which  they  were  founded,  and  by 
which  they  had  long  been  upheld  and 
encouraged. 

44  In  the  gopi'ous  article  concern¬ 
ing  Julian,  a  Very  important  point 
came  under  Dr.  Lardner’s  confider- 
ation,  which  was,  the  account  of 

that 


f 46]  SKETCH  of  the  LIFE,  See.  of  Dr.  LARDNER. 


that  emperor’s  attempt  to  rebuild 
the  temple  at  Jerufalem,  and  of  the 
defeat  of  the  attempt,  by  a  divine 
and  miraculous  interpofition.  This 
account  has  been  given  not  only  by 
three  contemporary  Chriffiian  writ¬ 
ers,  Gregory  Nazianzen,  Chryfof- 
tom,  and  Ambrofe,  but  alfo  by  the 
heathen  hiftorian  Ammianus  Mar- 
cellinus.  It  is  mentioned,  likewife, 
by  Rufinus,  Socrates,  Sozomen, 
Theodore t,  and  other  ancient  au¬ 
thors.  Accordingly,  the  ftory  has 
obtained  an  almofl  univerfal  credit ; 
and  fcarcely  any  learned  man  had 
dared  to  fugged:  a  doubt  concerning 
it,  excepting  Bafnage,  in  his  Hiftory 
of  the  |  ews.  It  is  well  known  that 
hi flfop  Warburton  wrote  a  very  ela¬ 
borate  treatife  in  defence  of  the  mi¬ 
racles  ;  and  that  this  treatife  has 
been  efleerned  one  of  his  capital  pro¬ 
ductions,  in  point  of  judgment,  as 
well  as  of  literature.  Dr.  Lardner, 
however,  after  the  fulleft  examina¬ 
tion,  was  obliged  to  hefitate  upon 
the  fubjedh  His  difficulties  he  has 
Hated  with  his  ufual  fimplicity  and 
candour ;  and  it  muffi  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  the  confiderations  pro- 
poied  by  him  have  great  weight* 
.Perhaps  many  who  read  them  will 
be  induced,  for  the  future,  to  lay 
but  little  flrefs  upon  a  narration, 
■which  has  heretofore  been  fo  gene¬ 
rally  admitted.  I  need  not  fay  that 
our  author  had  no  intention  to 
weaken  the  evidences  of  revelation. 
He  was  influenced  by  nothing  but 
that  facred  and  impartial  regard  to 
truth  which  he  maintained  in  all 
enquiries.” 

44  The  fourth  volume  of  the  Col¬ 
lection  of  Jewilh  and  Heathen  T ef- 
timonies  completed  another  capital 
part  of  our  author’s  original  defign. 
It  was  publifhed  ten  years  after  he 
had  finiflied  his  credibility  ;  fo  that 
this  grand  object,  with  the  inter* 


ruption  arifing  from  fome  fmaller 
productions,  occupied  him  during 
the  fpace  of  forty-three  years.  A 
reflection  .  prefents  itfelf  on  this  oc- 
cafion  j  which  is,  that  works  of  great 
confequence  are  not  of  fpeedy  exe¬ 
cution.  Although  Dr.  Lardner  led 
a  very  ret  wed  life  ;  though  he  en¬ 
tered  but  little  into  public,  bufmefs  ; 
though  he  was  a  ftated  preacher  only 
twTenty-one  years,  and  that  but  once 
a  day  ;  yet  wre  fee  how  long  a  time 
he  was  employed,  and  diligently 
employed,  in  accomplifhing  the  end 
he  had  in  view.  Thofe  who  are  not 
themfelves  engaged  in  important  and 
extenfive  literary  undertakings,  can 
have  but  an  imperfeCt  conception  of 
the  difficulties  to  be  furmounted,  the 
difappointments  to  be  incurred,  the 
books  to  be  procured  and  waited  for, 
the  dates  to  he  fettled,  the  fadfs  to 
be  afeertained,  and  the  various  other 
caufes  which  often  occafion  delays, 
that  muft  be  far  more  unpleafant  to 
the  writer  than  they  can  poflibly  be 
to  any  reader  whatever. 

“  Though  our  author’s  life  and 
pen  were  fo  ardently  devoted  to  the 
public  good,  he  never  received  any 
thing  that  could  deferve  to  be  re¬ 
garded  as  a  recompence  for  his  la¬ 
bours.  The  (alary  he  had,  whilft 
he  continued  to  be  a  preacher,  was 
very  inconfiderahle  ;  and  his  works 
were  often  publifned  by  him  to  his 
lofs,  inftead  of  his  gain.  This  was 
particularly  the  cafe  with  refpect  to 
the  latter  volumes  of  the  Credibility. 
At  length  he  parted  with  the  copy¬ 
right  of  that  performance,  together 
with  all  the  remaining  printed  co¬ 
pies  of  it,  for  the  trifling  fum  of  a 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  Such  a 
fum  was  by  no  means  an  equivalent 
for  the  expences  he  had  incurred : 
but  he  confented  to  the  agreement,  in 
the  hope  that  the  work  would  be  ren¬ 
dered  more  extenfiveiy  ufefulj  when 
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it  became  the  immediate  intereft  of 
the  book  fellers  to  promote  its  fale. 
From  the  icarcity  of  the  feparate 
volumes,  and  the  immenfe  price  to 
which  complete  fets  of  the  Credibi¬ 
lity  have  fince  arifen,  it  is  to  be 
prefumed  that  thefe  geatiemen  have 
had  no  reafora  to  repent  their  bar¬ 
gain.  As  to  Dr.  Lardner,  his  work 
is  with  the  Lord,  and  his  reward 
with  his  God.” 

«  The  laid  work  of  our  author, 
that  was  pubiifhed  during  his  life¬ 
time,  was  the  fourth  volume  of  his 
Teftimonies.  As,  however,  feme 
poithumous  pieces  of  his  have  fince 
made  their  appearance,  I  fhall  men¬ 
tion  them  In  this  place.  There 
came  out  in  1769,  Memoirs  of  the 
Life  and  Writings  of  Dr.  Lardner  ; 
to  which  were  annexed,  eight  fer- 
mons  upon  various  fubjebts.  The 
four  fir  if  of  them  had  by  himfelf 
been  tranfcribed  for  the  prefis.  On 
the  fifth  and  fixth,  though  not  fairly 
tranfcribed,  he  had  written  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  “  Peru  fed,  and,  fo  far  as  I 
**  am  able  to  perceive,  all,  is  right ; 
“  and  I  humbly  conceive,  ought  to 
**  be  publilhech”  Thefe  tw©  dif- 
courfes  are  on  the  internal  marks  of 
Credibility  in  the  New  Telia  merit, 
and  are  admirably  worthy  of  peru- 
fal.  They  are  the  fermonsr  which 
fie  had  preached  in  1723  and  1724, 
at  the  Tuefday  evening  lebbure,  and 
contain,  in  feme  degree,- the  outlines 
of  his  great  work,  and  efpecially  of 
that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  the 
facts  oceafionally  mentioned  in  the 
Evangelical  and  Apofblical  writ¬ 
ings. 

“  In  1776  was  pubiifhed,  but  in 
what  book,  or  in  what  form,  I  know 
not,  a  fhort  Letter,  which  our  au¬ 
thor  had  fent,  in  1762,  to  Mr.  Ca¬ 
leb  Fleming,  upon  the  Perfcnality 
of  the  Spirit. 

“  It  was  a  part  of  Dr.  Lardner ’s 
original  defign,  with  regard  to  the 


Credibility  of  the  Gofpel  Hiftorv* 
to  give  an  account  of  the  heretics  of 
the  two  firft  centuries.  To  the  ar¬ 
rangement,  therefore,  of  his  collec¬ 
tions  upon  this  fubjeft,  he  applied 
himfelf,  after  he  had  finiflied  his 
I  ewifh  and  Heathen  Teftimonies  ; 
but  he  did  not  live  to  complete  his 
intentions.  Some  parts,  indeed,  of 
the  work  were  fitted  for  the  prefer 
having  received  his  Iaft  corrections  3 
whirft  m  other  parts  only  a  few  hints 
were  written.  It  was  doubted,  for 
a  time,  whether  the  progrefs  he  had 
made  in  his  undertaking  was  fuffi- 
cient  for  it  to  be  laid  before  the  pub¬ 
lic.  However,  upon  mature  deli-, 
beration,  his  papers  were  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  llev.  Mr.  Hogg,  a; 
worthy,  learned,  and  judicious  dife- 
fenting  minifter  at  Exeter,  who,  in 
the  additions  which  he  made  to  Dr,. 
LardneDs  materials,  did  not  intro¬ 
duce  a  relation  of  any  perfen,  ex¬ 
cepting  where  the  debtor  himfelf 
had  drawn  up  a  part  of  it,  or  had 
left  feme  hints  or  references.  In 
confequence  of  Mr.  Hogg’s  revifa! 
and  aftiftance,  there  appeared,  m 
1780,  in  one  volume,  quarto,  “The 
“  Hiftory  of  the  Heretics  of  the  two 
“  firft  centuries  after  Chrift :  con* 
“  taming  an  account  of  their  time, 
u  opinions,  and  teftimonies  to  the 
“  bdoks  of  the  New  Teftament* 
u  To  which  are  prefixed,  General 
“  Obfervations  concerning  Here- 
“  tics.”  Though  this  volume  is- 
not,  upon  the  whole,  fo  valuable  and 
important  as  feme  of  the  former 
ones,  it  is.,  pofiefted,  neverthelefs,  of 
very  confiderable  merit.  It  recites 
the  teftimonies  of  heretics,  rectifies  a 
variety  of  miftakes  concerning  them, 
and  refutes  many  groundlefs  charges 
to  W’hich  they  were  expofed,  from 
the  ignorance,  falfe  zeal,  and  bigotry 
of  their  adverfaries. 

“  The  laft  pofthumous  publica¬ 
tion  written  by  Dr.  Lardner,  ap¬ 
peared 
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peared.  in  1784.  It  is  intitled,  “Two 

Schemes  of  a  Trinity  confidered, 
li  and  the  Divine  Unity  averted.” 
This  work  confifts  of  four  difcourfes 
upon  Philipp,  ii.  5 — 1  s.  The  firft 
reprefents  the  commonly  received 
opinion  of  the  Trinity  ;  the  fecond 
defcribes  the  Arian  fcheme ;  the 
third  treats  on  the  Nazarean  doc¬ 
trine  ;  and  the  fourth  explains  the 
text  according  to  that  dodtrine. 
Our  author  had  himfelf  tranlcribed 
thefe  fermons  for  the  prefs,  with 
particular  diredtions  defigned  for 
the  printer.  The  manufcript  hav¬ 
ing  come  into  the  poffeflion  of  Mr. 
Wiche,  a  very  refpedtable  diflenting 
minifter,  of  the  Baptift  perfuafion, 
at  Maidftone,  in  Kent,  he  gave  it 
to  the  public.  Even  thofe  who  are 
far  from  agreeing  in  fentiment  with 
Dr.  Lardner,  have  applauded  the 
candour,  the  fimplicity,  and  the  love 
of  truth,  which  thefe  difcourfes  evi¬ 
dently  difcover.  Indeed,  they  are 
chiefly  eftimable  for  the  temper  and 
fpirit  with  which  they  are  compofed. 
It  was  not  to  be  expedted,  that  they 
could  contain  much  new  matter,  on 
oints  which,  of  late  years,  have 
een  fo  frequently  and  copioufly 
di  feu  fled. 

u  Providence  fpared  the  life  of 
Dr.  Lardner  to  a  long  term ;  and, 
his  hearing  excepted,  he  retained  to 
the  laft,  the  ufe  of  his  faculties,  in 
a  remarkably  perfecl  degree.  At 
length,  in  the  fummer  of  1768,  he 
was  feized  with  a  decline,  which  car¬ 
ried  him  off  in  a  few  weeks,  at 
Hawkherft,  the  place  of  his  nativity, 
and  where  he  had  a  frnall  parental 
eftate.  Pie  had  been  removed  thi¬ 
ther  in  the  hope  that  he  might  re¬ 
cruit  his  ftrength,  by  a  change  of 
air  and  relaxation  from  ftudy.  The 
day  of  his  deceafe  was  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  July,  in  the  eighty-fifth 
year  of  his  age.  His  remains  were 
conveyed  to  town,  and  depofited  in 


Tindal’sbui*ying-ground,commonly 
called  Bunhill  Fields.  At  his  parti¬ 
cular  requeft,  no  fermon  was  preach- 
ed  on  occafion  of  his  death.  Thus 
did  his  modefty  and  humility  ac¬ 
company  him  to  the  laft  moment  of 
his  earthly  exiftence.  Some  time 
after  his  deceafe,  a  ftone  was  eredted 
to  his  memory,  with  an  Englifh  in- 
feription. 

“  In  looking  back  upon  the  life 
and  charadter  of  Dr.  Lardner,  and 
comparing  them  with  thofe  of  other 
men,  we  fhall  find  few  names  that 
are  more  truly  entitled  to  be  re¬ 
membered  with  veneration  and  ap~ 
plaufe.  The  fincerity  of  his  piety, 
has  been  feen  in  a  variety  Gf  cir- 
cumftances  which  I  have  had  occa¬ 
fion  to  mention.  Indeed,  a  regard 
to  God  appears  to  have  been  ever 
the  governing  principle  of  his  ac¬ 
tions.  His  piety,  too,  was  of  the 
moft  rational  kind,  being  founded 
on  juft  and  enlarged  views  concern¬ 
ing  the  nature  of  religion.” 

“  Correfpondent  to  our  author’s 
piety  was  his  love  of  truth,  as  is 
manifeft  from  the  whole  of  his. 
works,  no  one  feems  ever  to  have 
preferved  a  greater  impartiality  in 
his  enquiries,  or  to  have  been  more 
free  from  any  undue  bias.  He  fol¬ 
lowed  truth  wherever  it  led  him ; 
and  for  the  attainment  of  truth  he 
w^as  admirably  qualified,  both  by  the 
turn  of  his  difpofition  and  his  under- 
ftanding.  With  a  mind  fo  calm  and 
unprejudiced,  with  a  judgment  fo 
clear  and  diftindt,  he  could  fcarceiv 
fail  of  forming  right  apprehenfions 
concerning  moft  of  the  fubjedts  which 
the  courfe  of  his  ftudies  enabled  him 
to  inveftigate. 

“Thecandour  and  moderation  with 
which  Dr.  Lardner  maintained  his 
own  fentiments,  conftituted  a  promi¬ 
nent  feature  in  his  charadter.  Thofe 
he  differed  from  in  opinion,  he  al¬ 
ways  treated  with  gentlenefs  and  re- 

fpedt ; 
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fpedlt ;  and  in  the  controverfies  he 
carries  on  with  theyn,  there  is  no  le¬ 
gerity  of  cenfure,  no  harllineis  of 
language.” 

“  Benevolence,  as  well  as  piety, 
entered  deeply  into  Dr.  Lardner’s 
character.  Though  his  retired  life 
prevented  him  from  taking  a  very 
active  part  in  public  deftgns,  he  was 
ready  to  promote  every  good  work. 
To  perfons  in  diftrefs  he  was  ever 
willing  to  contribute,  to  the  higheft 
degree  which  his  fortune  would  ad¬ 
mit.  On  feme  oecafions,  he  exerted 
himfelf  with  great  vigour  and  fuc- 
cefs.  When  a  gentleman  came- to. 
London  in  171; 6",  to  folicit  contribu¬ 
tions  towards  building  a  church,  for 
the  Proteftants  of  Thorn,  in  Poland, 
.our  author  was  particularly  fervice- 
able  to  him,  both  by  his  advice  and  re¬ 
commendation.  He,  in  a  great  mea- 
iure,  took  upon  himfelf  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  alFair;  on  which  ac¬ 
count  he  afterwards  received  the 
thanks  of  the  preftdent  and  fellows 
©f  the  college  of  Thorn,  in  an  ele¬ 
gant  Latin  letter.  Near  the  time 
of  his  deceafe,  he  was  engaged  in 
shifting  and  recommending  the  Rev. 
Mr,  Finman,  minifter  of  the  re¬ 
formed  congregation  at  Rutzow,  in 
the  duchy  of  Mecklenburgh  Schew- 
rin,  who  had  come  over  to  England, 
for  a  like  purpofe.  Upon  this  oc¬ 
casion,  a  letter  was  written  to  Dr. 
Lardner,  by  Dr.  Seeker,  archbilhop 
of  Canterbury,  which  was  the  con- 
clufion  of  a  very  long  correfpondence 
between  two  eminent  perfons,  who 
were  now  each  of  them  on  the  verge 
of  diholution.” 

“  In  his  private  deportment,  Dr. 
Lardner  was  very  amiable.  His 
maimgrs'were  polite,  gentle,  and 
obliging ;  and  he  was  attentive,  in 
every  refpedt,  to  the  laws  of  deco¬ 
rum.  It  has  been  juftly  obferved, 
that  he  a  feemed  carefully  to  ob~ 
“  ferve  the  rules  laid  down  in  his 


44  Counfels  of  Prudence.”  Perhaps 
it  may  not  be  difagreeable  to  my 
1  eaders,  to  be  informed  of  the  mode 
in  which  he  carried  on  converfation. 
Paper,  pens,  and  ink,  being  imme¬ 
diately  brought  in  when  vifttors  came 
to  his  houfe,  they  wrote  down  fuch 
intelligence  as  they  had  to  commu¬ 
nicate,  or  the  obfervations  and  ques¬ 
tions  which  they  wifhed  to  propofe* 
To  thefe,  as  they  were  Severally 
written,  he  replied  with  great  free¬ 
dom  and  chearfulnefs,  and  in  a  way 
that  was  both  inftrudhve  and  enter¬ 
taining.  As  the  paper  contained 
the  unconnedted  anfwers  and  re¬ 
marks  of  the  different  guefts,  upon 
different  fubjedts,  it  formed  what 
would  have  appeared  to  a  ftranger 
to  be  a  very  heterogeneous  mixture* 
It  was,  however,  carefully  preferved 
by  the  dodtor,  to  be  perufed  by  him 
when  his  vifttors  were  gone ;  and 
the  perufal  of  it  often  led  him  to 
objedfs  of  farther  conftderation  and 
enquiry. 

44  Our  author  was  not  one  of  thofe 
fcholars  who  are  unacquainted  with 
mankind.  He  had  feen  much  of  life 
during  his  reftdence  with  lady  Tre- 
by ;  he  was  continually  viftted  by 
perfons  of  various  profeffions  and 
countries;  and  he  poffeffed  that  fa~ 
gacity  of  obfervation,  which  is  the 
principal  requiftte  towards  obtaining 
a  knowledge  of  the  world.” 

44  On  the  learning  of  Dr.  Lard¬ 
ner,  it  is  not  neceffary  to  enlarge, 
ftnee  his  charadter  in  this  refpedt  is 
known  to  all  the  world.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  that  fpecies  of  literature 
which  was  cultivated  by  him,  he 
was  accurate  and  profound  in  the 
greateft  degree.  Some  branches  of 
knowledge  there  were  to  which  he 
did  not  apply  his  attention ;  for 
who  is  adequate  to  every  objedt  ? 
But  as  a  divine,  and  especially  with 
relation  to  his  acquaintance  with  the 
New  Teftament,  and  with  Chrifti- 
l* ,  aft 
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an  Antiquity,  perhaps,  he  never  had 
his  equal.  The  works  of  our  author 
being  thus  valuable,  and  relating  to 
objeSs  of  the  higheil  importance, 
it  is  not  furprifing  that  they  fhould 
be  held  in  great  efteem,  not  only  at 
home,  but  abroad.  I  have  already 
mentioned,  that  the  firft  part  of  the 
Credibility  was  tranflatei  into  Low 
Dutch,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cornelius 
Wefterbaen,  of  Utrecht,  and  into 
Latin  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Chrii- 
topher  Wolff,  of  Hamburgh.  A 
German  tranflation  of  it  appeared 
at  Berlin  and  at  Leipfic,  in  1750,  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  David  Bruhn,  of  Me-1 
mel,  in  F'ruffia,  and  Mr.  John  Da¬ 
vid  Heilman  ;  and  it  was  accompa¬ 
nied  with  a  large  Preface,  by  the 
Rev.  Profeffor  Seigmund  Jacob 
Baumgarten.  The  fecond  part  of 
the  Credibility  was  likewife  tranR 
lated  both  in  Holland  and  in  Ger¬ 
many.  In  1 7  5 1,  the  German  trans¬ 
lation  of  the  fourth  volume  was 
printed,  and  the  whole  defign  may 
probably  have  fince  been  completed. 
The  vindication  of  the  three  mira¬ 
cles  was  alfo  tranflated  into  Ger- 
man,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Meyenberg, 
and  publifhed  at  Zell,  in  175c,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  Preface,  written  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Plefken.  A  tranila- 
tion  of  the  Difcourfes  011  the  Crr- 
cumffances  of  the  jewifh ■  People,  ■  ap¬ 
peared  at  Halle,  in  1754;  and  of 
the  Treatife  of  the  Demoniacs,  at 
.Bremen,  in  1760.’ 5 

44  Dr.  Lard-ner’s  connections  and 
friendiliips  were  not  confined  to  per- 
fons  of  his  own  religious  commu¬ 
nion.  He  was  converfant  with 
feveral  refpeCtable  clergymen  of  the 
church  of  England,  and  received 
from  them  testimonies  of  their  ef¬ 
teem  for  his  character,  and  appro¬ 
bation  of  his  works.  The  letters 
which  patTed  between  him  and  bi- 
Ihop  Waddington,  and  his  long  and 
uninterrupted  acquaintance  with 
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archbiftiop  Seeker,  have  already  beer/ 
mentioned,  Hu  maintained  a  largo’ 
correfpondence  both  at  home  and 
abroad ;  and  particularly  in  Ame¬ 
rica  and  Germany.  In  confequence 
of  the  repiitaticfFhe  had  acquired  by 
his  publications,  hd  was  vifited  by 
moil  of  the  learned  foreigners  who* 
came  over  to  England  f  and,  after 
their  return  to  their  own  codfitries, 
many  grateful  acknowledgements? 
were  trahfmitted  to  him  of  the 
friendly  reception  he  had  givenf 
them,  and  the  affiftance  they  had 
derived-  from  him  in  their  literary* 
defign-S”  a  nd  pu r futts .  ’  ’ 

44  Every  well  -  difpofed  reader 
muff  contemplate  with  pleafure,  on 
a  life  which  was  fo  admirably  and' 

j 

ufefully  /pent  as  was  that  of  Dr. 
Lardner.  Such  a  life  prefers  ts1 
vs  with  a  beautiful  proof  of  the 
dignity  to  which  the  human  mind 
is  capable  of  afeending,  when  id 
is  formed  on  right  views  of  the 
Supreme  Being,  and  on  the  true' 
principles' and  fpirit  of  the  GofpeL' 
Nor  may  a  character  like  this  be  re- 
defied  upon  with  pleafure  6tdy,  but1 
with  the  greated  advantage.  The- 
private  virtues  of  Dr,  Lardner  may 
iuflly  be  recommended  to  univerfaf 
imitation.  His  love  to  God  and? 
benevolence  to  man,  his  regard’ 
to  truth,  his  integrity,  his:  purity, 
his  moderation,  his  candour,  his 
meeknefs,  and  his  humility,  it’  1 
would  be  the  honour  and  happineis 
of  Chrilhans  in  general  to  feleff  as 
the  models  of  their  temper  and  con-' 
duff. 

44  Dr.  Lardner  may  be  held  out, 
in  particular,  as  a  fihe  example  to 
thofe  of  his  own  profeffion.  It  is 
not,  indeed,  in  the  power  of  every7 
one  to  attain  to  the  fame  extent  of 
learning,  or  to  perform  the  fame 
fervices  to  Chriftianity ;  but  it 
fliould  be  the  ambition  of  fuch  as 
are  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  mi- 
. .  -  .  siftryv* 
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nilfry,  to  follow  after  him  with  di¬ 
ligence  and  zeal,  though  they  may 
hot  be  able  to  do  it  with  equal  heps. 
As  the  diffenters  had  the  honour  of 
producing  Dr.  Lardrier,  he  will  na¬ 
turally  be  the  objedt  of  emulation  lo 
the  diflenting  clergy.  They  will  fo 
far  look  up  to  him  as  their  pattern,  as 
to  endeavour  to  qualify  themfelvesfor 
appearing,  when  occalions  call  for  it, 
in  the  great  departments  of  litera¬ 
ture,  and  efpecially  in  the  caufe  of 
religious  truth  and  liberty,  and  in 
the  defence  and  explication  of  the 
facred  writings.  Some  among  them, 

|  it  lead,  will,  it  is  hoped,  always  be 


ihfpired  with  this  difpofition ;  in 
consequence  of  which,  they  will  not 
only  gain  reputation  to  themfelves* 
and  refledt  crecfil  bn  the  body  to 
which  they  belong  ;  but,  what  is  of 
infinitely  greater  importance,  will 
unite  with  the  wife,  the  learned,  and 
the  good  of  every  denomination,  and 
of  every  country,  in  promoting  fuch 
a  knowledge  of  religion  in  general* 
and  of  the  Chriftian  religion  in  par¬ 
ticular,  as  will  be  found  eminently 
conducive  to  the  trueft  improve¬ 
ment  and  comfort  of  the  prefent 
life,  and  to  the  everlalling  felicity  of 
human  beings,” 
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DESCRIPTION  of  COLCHOS,  and  the  Manners 

of  its  Inhabitants.  , 

[From  the  Fourth  Volume  of  Mr.  Gibbons’s  Hiftory  of  the  Decline  and 

Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire.] 


a  £  extreme  length  of  the 

Euxine  fea,  from  Conftan- 
tinople  to  the  mouth  of  the  Phafis, 
may  be  computed  as  a  voyage  of 
nine  days,  and  a  meafure  of  feven 
hundred  miles.  From  the  Iberian 
Caucafus,  the  moft  lofty  and  craggy 
mountains  of  Alia,  that  river  de¬ 
trends  with  fuch  oblique  vehemence, 
that  in  a  fhort  fpace  it  is  traverfed 
by  one  hundred  and  twenty  bridges. 
Nor  does  the  ftream  become  placid 
and  navigable,  till  it  reaches  the 
town  of  Sarapana,  five  days  jour¬ 
ney  from  the  Cyrus,  which  flows 
from  the  fame  hills,  but  in  a  con¬ 
trary  direction,  to  the  Cafpian  lake. 
The  proximity  of  thefe  rivers  has 
fuggefted  the  practice,  or  at  leafl 
the  idea,  of  wafting  the  precious 
merchandife  of  India  down  the 
Oxus,  over  the  Cafpian,  up  the 
Cyrus,  and  with  the  current  of  the 
Phafis  into  the  Euxine  and  Medi¬ 
terranean  <eas.  As  it  fucceflively 
collects  the  ftreams  of  the  plain  of 
Colchos,  the  Phafis  moves  with  di- 
ininifhed  .peed,  though  accumulated 
weight.  At  the  mouth  it  is  fixty 
fathom  deep,  and  half  a  league 
broad,  but  a  fmall  wroody  ifland  is 
interpofed  in  the  midfl  of  the  chan¬ 
nel  :  the  water,  fo  foon  as  it  has 
depofited  an  earthy  or  metallic  fe- 


diment,  floats  on  the  furfaee  of  the 

waves,  and  is  no  longer  fucceptible 

of  corruption.  In  a  courfe  of  one 

hundred  miles,  forty  of  which  are 

navigable  for  large  veilels,  the  Pha~ 

fls  divides  the  celebrated  region  of 

Colchos,  or  Mingrelia,  which,  on 

three  fldes,  is  fortified  by  the  Iberian 
*  *  , 

and  Armenian  mountains,  andwhofe 
maritime  coaft  extends  about  two 
hundred  miles,  from  the  neighbour-  • 
hood  of  Trebizond  to  Diofcurias,  and  . 
the  confines  of  Circaflia.  Roth  the  foil 
and  climate  are  relaxed  by  exceffive 
moiflure :  twenty-eight  rivers,  be- 
fldes  the  Phafis  and  his  dependent: 
flreams,  convey  their  waters  to- 
the  fea  ;  and  the  hollo wnefs  of  the ? 
ground  appears  to  indicate  the  fub-  * 
terraneous  channels  between  the1' 
Euxine  and  the  Cafpian.  In  the:1 
fields  where  wheat  or  barley  is  fown, « 
the  earth  is  too  foft  to  fuftain  the 
adb'on  of  the  plough  ;  but  the  oonty, 
a  fmall  grain,  not  unlike  the  millet  t 
or  coriander-feed,  fupplies  the  or¬ 
dinary  food  of  the  people  ;  and  the 
ufe  of  bread  is  confined  to  the  prince 
and  his  nobles.  Yet  the  vintage  is 
more  plentiful  than  the  harveft ;  and 
the  bulk  of  the  ffems,  as  well  as 
the  quality  of  the  wine,  difplay 
the  unaffifted  powers  of  nature.— 
The  fame  powers  continually  tend 

to 
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to  overflaadow  the  face  of  the  coun¬ 
try  with  thick  forefls ;  the  timber 
of  the  hills,  and  the  flax  of  the 
plains,  contribute  to  the  abundance 
of  naval  (lores ;  the  wild  and  tame 
animals,  the  horfe,  the  ox,  and  the 
hog,  are  remarkably  prolific,  and 
the  name  of  the  pheafant  is  expref- 
five  of  his  native  habitation  on  the 
banks  of  the  Phans.  The  gold  mines 
to  the  fouth  of  Trebizond,  which 
are  dill  worked  with  fuflicient  pro¬ 
fit,  were  a  fubjecl  of  national  difpute 
between  juftinian  and  Chofroes ; 
and  it.  is  not  unreafonabk  to  believe* 
that  a  vein  of  precious  metal  may 
be  equally  diffufed  through  the  cir¬ 
cle  of  hills,  although  thefe  fecret 
treafures  are  negiedfrd  by  the  lazi- 
nefs,  or  concealed  by  the  prudence., 
of  the  Mingrelians.  The  waters, 
impregnated  with  particles  of  gold, 
are  carefully  .drained  through  ftieep- 
fkins  or  fleeces ;  but  this  expedient, 
the  ground-work  perhaps  of  a  mar¬ 
vellous  fable,  affords  a  faint  image 
of  the  wealth  extracted  from  a  vir¬ 
gin  earth,  by  the  power  and  induf- 
try  of  ancient  kings.  Their  filver 
palaces  and  golden  chambers  furpafs 
our  belief ;  but  the  fame  of  their 
fiches  is  laid  to  have  excited  the  en- 
terprifmg  avarice  of  the  Argonauts. 
Tradition  has  affirmed,  with  fome 
colour  of  reafon,  that  Egypt  plant¬ 
ed  qiz  the  Phafis,  a  learned  and  po¬ 
lite  colony,  which  manufactured  li¬ 
nen,  built  navies,  and  invented  geo¬ 
graphical  maps.  The  ingenuity  of 
the  moderns  has  peopled,  with  flou- 
rifbing  cities  and  nations,  the  idh- 
mus  between  the  Euxine  and  the 
Cafpiari ;  and  the  lively  writer,  ob¬ 
serving  the  refemblance  of  climate, 
and  in  his  apprehenfion,  of  trade, 
has  not  hefituated  to  pronounce  Col- 
chos  the  Holland  of  antiquity. 

“  But  the  riches  of  Colchos  fliine 
only  through  the  darknefs  of  con¬ 
jecture  or  tradition ;  and  its  genuine 


hiflory  prefents  an  uniform  fcene  of 
rudenefs  and  poverty.  If  one  hum 
dred  and  thirty  languages  were 
fpoken  in  the  market  of  Diofcurias, 
they  were  the  imperfcft  idioms  of 
fo  many  favage  tribes  or  families, 
fequeflered  from  each  other  in  the 
vallies  of  mount  Caucafus ;  and 
their  reparation,  which  diminifhed 
the  importance,  mufl  have  multi¬ 
plied  the  number,  of  their  ruffiic  ca¬ 
pitals.  In  the  prefent  Bate  of  Min- 
grelia,  a  village  is  an  aflembiage  of 
huts  within  a  wooden  fence;  the 
fortreffes  are  feated  in  the  depth  of 
forefls  ;  the  princely  town  of  Cyta, 
or  frotatis,  confids  of  two  hundred 
houfes,  and  a  done  edifice  appertains 
only  to  the  magnificence  of  kings. 
Twelve  fhips  from  Conftaptinople, 
and  about  fixty  barks,  laden  with 
the  fruits  of  induflry,  annually  call 
anchor  on  the  coad  ;  and  the  lift  of 
Colchian  exports  is  much  increafed, 
fince  the  natives  had  only  (laves  and 
hides  to  offer  in  exchange  for  the 
corn  and  fait  which  they  purchafed 
from  the  fubiecfs  of  Juflinian.  Not 
a  veftige  can  be  found  of  the  art, 
the  knowledge,  or  the  navigation,  of 
the  ancient  Colchians  :  few  Greeks 
defired  or  dared  to  purfue  the  foot- 
fleps  of  the  Argonauts  ;  and  even 
the  marks  of  an  Egyptian  colony, 
are  left  on  a  nearer  approach.  The 
rite  of  circumcifion  is  praritiied  onlv 
by  the  Mahometans  of  the  Euxine  ; 
and  the  curled  h  ir  and  fwarthy 
complexion  of  Africa  no  longer  difr 
figure  the  mod  perfect  of  the  human 
race.  It  is  in  the  adjacent  climates 
of  Georgia,  Mingreiia,  and  Circaf- 
fia,  that  nature  has  placed,  at  lead 
to  our  eyes,  the  model  of  beauty, 
in  the  fliade  of  the  limbs,  the  colour 
of  the  Ikin,  the  fymmetry  of  the 
features,  and  the  expreffion  of  the 
countenance.  According  to  the  de~ 
(filiation  of  the  two  fexes,  the  men 
feern  formed  for  action,  the  women 
D  3  for 
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for  love  ;  and  the  perpetual  fupply 
of  females  from  mount  Caubafus, 
has  purified  the  blood,  and  improved 
the  breed,  of  the  fouthern  nations  of 
Alia.  "The  proper  di'ftrlct  of  Min- 
grelia,  a  portion  only  of  the  ancient 
polchos,  has  long  fuftaihed  an  ex¬ 
portation  of  twelve  thoufand  (laves. 
The  number  of  prifoners  or  crimi¬ 
nals  would  be  inadequate  to  the  an¬ 
nual  demand ;  but  the  common  peo¬ 
ple  are  in  a  ftate  of  fervitude  to  then- 
lords;  the  exercife  of  fraud  or  ra¬ 


pine  is  unpuriillied  in  a  lawlefs  com¬ 
munity  «  and'  the  market  is  conti¬ 
nually"  reple’nifhed  by  the  abufe  of 
civil1  and  paternal  authority.  Such 
a  trade;  which  reduces  the  human 


fpecies  to  the  level  of  cattle,  may 
tend  to  encourage  marriage  and  pa-  * 
pulation;  fince  the  multitude  of 
children  enriches  their  fordid  and  in¬ 
human  parent.  Rut  this’  fource  of 
impure  wealth  mult  inevitably  poi- 
fon  the  national  manners,  obliterate 
the  feiife  of  honour  and  virtue,  and 


almoff  Pxtinguifh  the.  inftindts  of 
nature.  The  Chriftians  of  Georgia 
and  Mingrelia'  are  the ‘moil  dlffolute 
of  mankind  ;  and  their  children, 
who,  in"  a  tender  age,  are  fold  into 
foreign  flavery,  have  already  learnt 
to  imitate  the  rapine  of  the  father, 
and  the  proftitution  of  the  mother. 


Yet,  amidft  the  rudeft  ignorance, 
the  untaught  natives  difcover  a  firb 
gular  dexterity  both  Of  mind  anc* 
hand  ;  and  although  the  want  of 
union  and  difcipline  expofes  them 
to  their  more  powerfurneighbours, 
a  bold  and  intrepid  fpirit  has  ani¬ 
mated  the  Colchians  of '  every  age; 
In  the  holt  of  Xerxes,  they  ferved 
on  foot  ;  and  then*  arms  were  a 
‘dagger  or  a  javelin,  a  wooden  cafque, 
and  a  buckler  of  raw  hides.  Rut 
in  their  own  country,  the  ufe  of  ca¬ 
valry  has  more  generally  prevailed  : 
the  meaneft  of  the  peafapts  difdaiii 
to  walk ;  the  martial  nobles  ar§ 
polfefi'ed,  perpaps,  of  two  hundred 
horfes  ;  and  above  five  thoufand 
are  numbered  in  the  train  of  the 
prince  of  Mihgrelia.  The  Colchian 
government  has  been  always' a  pure 
and  hereditary  kingdom  ;  and  the 
authority  of  the  fovereign  is  only 
reftrained  by  the  turbulence '  of  his 
fnbjedts.  W  heneyer  they,  were  obe¬ 
dient,  he  could  lead  a  numerous  ar¬ 
my  into  the  field  ;  but  ibme  faith  is 
requifite  to,  believe,  that  the  fingle 
tribe  of  the  Shamans'  was  compofed 
of  two  hundred  thoufand  foldiers, 
or  that  the  popqlation  of  Mingre- 
lia,  now  amounts  to  four'  millions  of 
inhabitants,” ‘  f  ' 
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[From  the  Fifth  Volume  of  the  fame  Work.] 
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4-  efhblifhment  of  theNor-  p.ofed  to  every  invader,  and  every 

/  *  maus'in  the -kingdom  of  N a-  lea  and  land  were  invaded  by  the 
pies  and  Sicily, j  is  an  event  moft  ro-  adventurous  fpirit  of  the  Scanclina- 
inantic  in  its  origin,:  and  in  its  com  vian  plates'/  After-  a  long  indul- 
fequcnres  moft  important  both  tb  genceof  rapine  and  (laughter,  a  fair 
Italy  and  the  eaftern  empire.  The  and  ample  territory  was1  'accepted, 
broken  provinces  of  the  Greeks,  occupied,  and  named,  by  the  Nor 
.Lombardy  and  Saracens,,  were  a-  mans  pf  France  3  they  "renounced 
ibpnjy  v  **■■■;  '  (i  '•*  '■■■■■  •  ■  ■  ...  1  .«  their 
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ftheir  gods  for  the  God  of  the  Chris¬ 
tians  ;  and  the  dukes  of  Normandy 
acknowledged  theirffelves  the  vaf- 
ials  of  the  iuccefiors  of  Charlemange 
.and  Capet.  The  favage  ftercenefs 
.which  they  had  brought  from  the 
Snowy  mountains  of  Norway,  was 
refined,  without  being  corrupted,  in 
a  warmer  climate;  the  companions 
of  Roilo  infenfiblv  mingled  with  the 
natives;  they  imbibed  the  manners, 
language,  and  gallantry  of  the  French 
nation ;  and,  in  a  martial  age,  the 
Normans  might  claim  the  palm  of 
valour  and  glorious  achievements. 
Of  the  fafhionable  fuperftitions,  they 
embraced  with  ardour  the  pilgri¬ 
mages  of  Rome,  Italy,  and  the  Holy 
Land.  In  this  atftive  devotion,  their 
minds  and  bodies  were  invigorated 
by  exercife :  danger  was  the  incen¬ 
tive,  novelty  the  recompence  :  and 
the  profpecf  of  the  world  was  deco¬ 
rated  by  wonder,  credulity,  and  am¬ 
bitious  hope.  They  confederated 
for  their  mutual  defence;  and  the 
robbers  of  the  Alps,  who  had  been 
.allured  by  the  garb  of  a  pilgrim, 
.were  often  chaftifed  by  the  arm  of  a 
warrior.  In  one  of  thefe  pious  vi¬ 
sits  to  the  cavern  of  mount  Garga- 
nus  in  Apulia,  which  had  been  fane- 
tiffed  by  the  apparition  of  the  arch¬ 
angel  Michael,  they  were  accofled 
.by  a  ftranger  in  the  Greek  habit, 

.  but  who  foon  revealed  himfelf  as  a 
.  rebel,  a  fugitive,  and  a  mortal  foe 
of  the  Greek  empire.  His  name 
was  Melo  ;  a  noble  citizen  of  Bari, 
who,  after  an  unfuccefsful  revolt, 
was  compelled  to  feek  new  allies  and 

A  ''  t-'  , '  1 

avengers  of  his  country.  The  bold 
appearance  of  the  Normans  revived 
his  hopes  and  folicited  his  confi¬ 
dence  :  they  liftened  to  the  com¬ 
plaints,  and  flili  more  to  the  pro- 
miles,  of  the  patriot.  The  allur- 
.ance  of  wealth  demonftrated  the 
juftice  of  his  caufe  ;  and  they  view¬ 
ed  as  the  inheritance  of  the  brave, 

;  Vi 


the  fruitful  land  which  was  oppreff 
ed  by  effeminate  tyrants.  On  their 
return  to  Normandy,  they  kindled 
a  fpark  of  enterprife  ;  and  a  fmaJI 
but  intrepid  band  was  freely  affoci- 
ated  for  the  deliverance  of  Apulia. 
They  paffed  the  Alps  by  feparate 
roads,  and  in  the  difguife  of  pil¬ 
grims;  but  m  the  neighbourhood 
of  Rome  they  were  laluted  by  the 
chief  of  Bari,  who  fupplied  the  more 
indigent  with  arms  and  horfes,  and. 
inftantly  led  them  to  the  field  eff 
aHion.  In  the  firff  conftiH,  their 
valour  prevailed  ;  but  in  the  fe¬ 
cund  engagement  they  were  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  numbers  and  mili¬ 
tary  engines  ;of  the  Greeks,  and -in¬ 
dignantly  retreated  with  their  faces 
to  the  enemy.  The  unfortunate 
Melo  ended  his  life,  a  fuppliant  at 
the  court  of  Germany  :  his  Norman 
followers,  excluded  from  their  native 
and  their  pro  mi  fed  land,  wandered 
among  the  hills  and  vallies  of  Italy., 
and  earned  their  daily  fubfiftence  by 
the  fword,  To  that  formidable 
fword,  the  princes  of  Capua,  Bene- 
ventum,  Salerno,  and  Naples,  alter¬ 
nately  appealed  in  their  domeffic 
quarrels ;  the  fuperior  fpiri’t  and 
difeipline  of  tire  Normans  gave  vic¬ 
tory  to  the  fide  which  they  efpoufed; 
and  their  cautious  policy  obferved 
the  balance  of  power,  left  the  pre¬ 
ponderance  of  any  rival  ftate  fliould 
render  their  aid  lefs  important  and 
their  fervice  lefs  profitable.  Their 
firft  afylum  was  a  ftrong  c^mp  in 
the  depth  of  the  marfhejs  of  Campa¬ 
nia  ;  but  they  were  foon  endowed 
by  the  liberality  of  the  duke  of  N  a- 
pies  with  a  more  plentiful  and  per¬ 
manent  feat.  Eight  rpiles  from  his 
reftdence,  as  a  bulwark  againft  Ca¬ 
pua,  the  town  of  Averfa  was  built 
and  fortified  for  their  ufe ;  and  they 
enjoyed  as  their  own,  the  corn  and 
fruits,  the  meadows  and  groves,  of 
that  fertile  diftriH.  The  report  of 

I)  ^  their 
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their  fuccefs  attracted  every  year 
new  fwarms  of  pilgrims  and  foldi- 
ers :  the  poor  were  urged  by  necefii- 
ty ;  the  rich  were  excited  by  hope  ; 
and  the  brave  and  a&ive  fpirits  of 
Normandy  were  impatient  of  eafe 
and  ambitious  of  renown.  The  in¬ 
dependent  ftandard  of  Averfa  af¬ 
forded  ftielter  and  encouragement  to 
the  outlaws  of  the  province,  to  every 
fugitive  who  had  efcaped  from  the 
injuflice  or  juftice  of  his  fuperiors  ; 
and  thefe  foreign  aftociates  were 
quickly  affimilated  in  manners  and 
language  to  the  Gallic  colony.  The 
firffc  leader  of  the  Nonpans  was 
count  Rainulf ;  and  in  the  origin  of 
fociety,  pre-eminence  of  rank  is  the 
reward  and  the  proof  of  fuperior 
merit. 

“  Since  the  conqueft  of  Sicily  by 
the  Arabs,  the  Grecian  emperors 
had  been  anxious  to  regain  that  va¬ 
luable  poffelfion ;  but  their  efforts, 
however  ftrenuous,  had  been  op- 
pofed  by  the  diftance  and  the  fea. 
Their  coftly  armaments,  after  a 
gleam  of  fuccefs,  added  new  pages 
of  calamity  and  di {grace  to  the  By¬ 
zantine  annals :  twenty  thoufand  "of 
their  bed:  troops  were  loft  in  a  {ingle 
expedition ;  and  the  victorious  Mof- 
lems  derided  the  policy  of  a  nation, 
which  entrufted  eunuchs  not  only 
with  the  cuftody  of  their  women, 
but  with  the  command  of  their  men. 
After  a  reign  of  two  hundred  years, 
the  Saracens  were  ruined  by  their 
divifions.  The  emir  declaimed  the 
authority  of  the  king  of  Tunis ;  the 
people  rofe  again!!  the  emir ;  the 
cities  were  ufurped  by  the  chiefs; 
each  meaner  rebel  was  independent 
in  his  village  pr  cattle';  and  the 
weaker  of  two  rival  brothers  im¬ 
plored,  the  friendftup  of  the  Chrifti- 
an§.  In  every  fefvice  of  danger, 
the  Normans  were  prompt  gad  ufc- 
ful;  and  five  hundred  knights,  or 
warriors  on  horfeback,  were  enrolled 
8  ’ 


by  Arduin,  the  agent  and  interpreter 
of  the  Greeks,  under  the  ftandard  of 
Maniaces,  governor  of  Lombardy. 
Before  their  landing,  the  brothers 
were  reconciled ;  the  union  of  Si¬ 
cily  and  Africa  was  reftored  ;  and 
the  ifland  was  guarded  to  the  wa¬ 
ter’s  edge.  The  Normans  led  the 
the  van,  and  the  Arabs  of  Meftina  felt 
the  valour  of  an  untried  foe.  In  a 
fecond  aCtion  the  emir  of  Syracufe 
was  unhorfed,  and  tranfpierced  by 
the  iron  arm  of  William  of  Haute- 
ville.  In  a  third  engagement,  his 
intrepid  companions  difcomfited  the 
hoft  of  fixtv  thoufand  Saracens,  and 
left  the  Greeks  no  more  than  the 
labour  of  the  purfuit  :  a  fpiendid 
viClory ;  but  of  which  the  pen  of 
the  hiftorian  may  divide  the  merit 
with  the  lance  of  the  Normans.  It 
is,  however,  true,  that  they  efienti- 
allv  promoted  the  fuccefs  of  Mani¬ 
aces,  who  reduced  thirteen  cities  and 
the  greater  part  of  Sicily  under  the 
obedience  of  the  emperor.  But  his 
military  fame  was  fullied  by  ingra¬ 
titude  and  tyranny.  In  the  divifion 
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of  the  fpoil,  the  deferts  of  his  brave 
auxiliaries  were  forgotten  ;  and  nei¬ 
ther  their  avarice  nor  their  pride 
could  brook  this  injurious  treat¬ 
ment.  They  complained,  by  the 
mouth  of  their  interpreter :  their 
complaint  was  difregarded ;  their 
interpreter  was  fcourged ;  the  fntfer- 
ings  were  his ;  the  infult  and  relent - 
ment  belonged  to  thofe  whofe  fenti- 
ments  he  had  delivered.  Yet  they 
diftembled  till  they  had  obtained,  or 
ftolen,  a  fafe  palfage  to  the  Italian 
continent :  their  brethren  of  Averfa 
fympathifed  in  their  indignation, 
and  the  province  of  Apulia  was  in¬ 
vaded  as  the  forfeit  of  the  debt. 
Above  twenty  years  after  the  firft 
emigration,  the  Normans  took  the 
field  with  no  more  than  feven  hun¬ 
dred  horfe  and  five  hundred  foot ; 
and  after  the  recall  of  the  Byzantine 
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legions,  from  the  Sicilian  war,  their 
numbers  are  magnified  to  the  amount 
of  threefcore  thoufand  man.  Their 
herald  propofed  the  option  of  battle 
or  retreat;  44  of  battle,”  was  the 
unanimous  cry  of  the  Normans; 
and  one  of  their  flouted:  warriors, 
with  a  broke  of  his  fill,  felled  to  the 
ground  the  horfe  of  the  Greek  mef- 
ienger.  He  was  difmifled  with  a 
freifi  horfe ;  the  infult  was  concealed 
from  the  Imperial  troops  ;  but  in 
two  fnccefiive  battles  they  were  more 
fatally  inllrudled  of  the  prowefs  of 
their  adverfaries.  In  the  plains  of 
Cannae,  the  Afiatics  fled  before  the 
adventurers  of  France ;  the  duke  of 
Lombardy  was  made  prifbner  ;  the 
Apulians  acquiefced  in  a  new  do¬ 
minion  ;  and  the  four  places  of  Bari, 
Otranto,  Brundufium,  and  Taren- 
tum,  were  alone  laved  in  the  fhip- 
wreck  of  the  Grecian  fortunes.  From 
this  sera  we  pnay  date  the  ebablifn- 
ment  ol  the  Norman  power,  which 
fooii  eclipfed  the  infant  colony  of 
Aver  fa.  Twelve  counts  werechofen 
by  the  popular  fuffrage ;  and  age, 
birth,  and  merit,  were  the  motives 
of  their  choice.  The  tributes  of 
their  peculiar  diffridts  were  appro¬ 
priated  to  their  life  ;  and  each  count 
eredfed  a  fort  refs  in  the  midfl  of  his 
lands,  and  at  the  head  of  his  vafials. 
In  the  centre  of  the  province,  the 
common  habitation  of  Melphi  was 
referved  as  the  metropolis  and  cita¬ 
del  of  the  republic ;  an  houfe  and 
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feparate  quarter  was  allotted  to  each 
of  the  twelve  counts  ;  and  the  na¬ 
tional  concerns  were  regulated  by 
this  military  fenate.  The  firft  of 
his  peers,  their  prefident  and  gene¬ 
ral,  was  entitled  count  of  Apulia ; 
and  this  dignity  was  conferred  on 
William  of  the  iron  arm,  who,  in 
the  language  of  the  age,  is  ftyled  a, 
lion  in  battle,  a  lamb  in  fociety,  and 
an  angel  in  council.  The  manners 
of  his  countrymen  are  fairly  deli¬ 
neated  by  a  contemporary  and  na¬ 
tional  hiftorian.  44  The  Normans,3* 
fays  Maletta,  44  are  a  cunning  and 
44  revengeful  people ;  eloquence  and 
44  diffimulation  appear  to  be  their 
44  hereditary  qualities:  theycariffoop 
4 4  to  flatter ;  but  unlefs  they  are 
44  curbed  by  the  reftraint  of  law, 
44  they  indulge  the  licentioufnefs  of 
44  nature  and  paffion.  Their  princes 
44  affeft  the  praife  of  popular  mu- 
44  nificence  ;  the  people  obferve  the 
44  medium,  or  rather  blend  the  ex- 
44  tremes  of  avarice  and  prodigality; 
44  and,  in  their  eager  thirfl  of  wealth 
44  and  dominion,  they  defpife  what- 
44  ever  they  poffefs,  and  hope  what- 
44  ever  they  defire.  Arms  and  horfes, 
44  the  luxury  of  drefs,  the  exercifes 
44  of  hunting  and  hawking,  are  the 
44  delight  of  the  Normans ;  but,  011 
44  prefling  occafions,  they  can  endure 
44  with  incredible  patience  the  incle- 
44  mency  of  every  climate,  and  the 
44  toil  and  abftinence  of  a  military 
44  life.” 


Public  and  Private  CEREMONIES  of  the  CHINE  ST. 
[From  the  lid  Volume  of  the  Abbe  Grossier’s  Defcription  of  China.} 

u  rnr^HE  ceremonies  of  the  Chi-  this  head,  which  to  tis  appears  to  be 
I  nefe  depend  more  upon  of  very  little  importance.  Every 
pofitive  laws  than  on  cuftom.  The  perfon,  from  the  chiefs  of  the  firft 
kw  has  regulated  every  thing  on  clafs,  to  the  humbleft  individual  in 
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.the  loweft,  is  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  titles  he  muft  give  to  o- 
thers,  and  with  thofe  that  are  due  to 
himfelf ;  he  knows  alfo  what  marks 
of  politeness  he  has  reafon  to  expecft, 
and  thofe  which  it  is  his  duty  to 
jliew ;  the  honours  he  can  accept, 
and  thofe  which  he  ought  to  pay. 
In  China  there  are  no  difputes  con¬ 
cerning  rank  and  precedency,  two 
points  which,  in  other  countries, 
have  produced  fo  many  quarrels,  oc- 
cafioned  fo  much  bloodfhed,  and 
propagated  enmity  that  has  been 
even  tranfmitted  to  fucceeding  gene¬ 
rations. 

u  A  vlfit  in  China  is  confidered 
as  an  affair  of  very  great  folemnity. 
It  requires  formal  preliminaries,  with 
which  the  Europeans  are  not  ac¬ 
quainted,  or  which,  at  leaft,  they 
have  thought  proper  to  lay  afide.  But 
let  us  firft  fpeak  of  thofe  vifits,  which 
are  paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  any 
city  to  the  governor.  They  are  al¬ 
ways  accompanied  /with  presents,  of 
more  or  lefs  value.  It  is  cuftpmary 
alfo,  to  add  to  them  a  long  varnifiied 
box,  ornamented  with  gilded  flow¬ 
ers,  and  divided  in  the  infide  into 
eight  or  twelve  fmall  compartments, 
which  are  filled  with  different  kinds 
of  fweetmeats. 

“  As  foon  as  the  vifiters  have 
reached  the  hall,  in  which  the  cere¬ 
mony  is  to  be  performed,  they  all 
range  themfelves  in  a  line,  make  a 
profound  reverence,  throw  them¬ 
felves  on  their  knees,  and  bend  their 
heads  even  to  the  earth,  unlefs  the 
governor  raifes  them  up,  which 
he  generally  does.  Sometimes  the 
rnoft  confiderable  among  them  takes 
a  cup  filled  with  wine,  lifts  it  up 
with  both  his  hands,  prefents  it  to 
the  governor,  and  pronounces  aloud, 
by  way  of  prayer,  44  To-tfiou,  be- 
44  hold  the  wine  that  brings  hap- 
44  pinefs.  Cheou-tfiou,  behold  the 
44  wine  which  gives  length  of  days.” 


A  moment  after  another  advances* 
and,  lifting  up  fome  fweetmeats  in 
the  fame  manner,  prefents  them, 
with  refpeft,  to  the  mandarin.  4CBer 
44  hold,”  fays  he,  44  the  fugar  of  long 
44  life  others  repeat  the  like  cere- 
monies  three  times,  and  always  with 
the  fame  willies.  When  a  governor 
has  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  zeal, 
and  by  his  mildnefs  towards  the  peoT 
pie,  which  fometimes  happens,  the 
literati  of  his  diftridt  have  recourfe 
to  a  peculiar  expedient,  in  order  to 
acquaint  him,  that  he  is  uniyerfally 
efteemed.  They  caufe  a  drefs  to  be 
made  for  him,  which  is  compiled  of 
fmall  fquare  pieces  of  fattin  ;  fome 
red,  others  blue,  green,  black,  yel¬ 
low,  &c.  His  birth-day  is  chofen 
as  a  time  proper  for  prefenting  him 
this  drefs,  which  they  carry,  with 
great  ceremony,  amidft  the  found  of 
different  mufical  inftruments.  When 
they  arrive,  they  are  introduced  into 
the  outer  hall,  which  ferves  the  man¬ 
darin  as  a  tribunal ;  their  prefence  is 
announced,  and  the  magi ftr ate  him¬ 
felf,  foon  after,  makes  his  appear¬ 
ance.  They  then  prefent  this  yefi> 
meat,  and  beg  him  to  put  it  on. 
The  mandarin  at  firft  refufes,  and 
declares  he  has  nqt  merited  that  ho¬ 
nour  ;  but  be  at  length  yields  to  the 
intreaties  of  the  literati,  and  the 
prayers  of  the  people.  They  then 
make  him  put  on  this  chequered  gar¬ 
ment,  the  different  colours  of  which 
are  fuppofed  to  reprefent  all  the 
nations  that  wear  different  dreffes, 
and  to  inform  the  mandarin,  that 
he  is  worthy  of  ruling  them  all. 

44  He  wears  this  veftment  only 
once  ;  but  it  is  carefully  preferred 
in  his  family,  as  a  mark 'of  diftinc- 
tion  and  honour  ;  and  it  is  fo  much 
the  more  valuable,  as  it  appears  ne¬ 
ver  to  have  been  proftituted. 

44  A  vifit  to  a  fuperior  muft  al¬ 
ways  be  paid . before  dinner ;  and  it 
muff  be  paid,  if  not  faffing,  at  leaft 
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before  one  has  tailed.  wine.  A  man¬ 
darin.  would  conffder  it  as  a  grofs 
inful  t,  did  the  perfoa  who  vifits  him 
xn  the  lead:  finell  of  this  liquor. 
However,  if  a  vifxt  is  returned  the 
fame  day  it  is  received,  it  may  be 
done  after  dinner.  This  is  a  mark 
pf  attention  and  relperi,  which  ex- 
cufes  every  thing. 

44  The  commencement  of  every 
year,  certain  effablilhed  feftivals, 
marriage  of  a  friend,  the  birth  of  a 
fon,  the  time  of  his  being  promoted 
to  fome  office,  when  any  of  the  fa¬ 
mily  dies,  or  when  one  undertakes 
a  long  journey,  or  when  a  friend 
does  the  fame,  &c.  are  all  days  on 
which,  according  to  the  rules  of  Chi- 
nefe  politenefs,  vifits  muff  be  paid  and 
received ;  and  people  always  carry 
with  them,  on  fuch  occafions,  cer¬ 
tain  prefent§  fuited  to  the  tafte  and 
wants  of  thofe  whom  they  vifit. 

44  No  per  fon  in  China  can  pay 
a  vifit  without  previoufiy  fending 
a  vifiting  cai'd,  called  Tie-tfee,  to 
the  porter  of  the  perfon  to  whom 
the  honour  is  intended.  This  card 
is  of  red  papery  befprinkled  with  a 
few  gilded  flowers,  aiid  folded  up  in 
the  form  of  a  fcreenP  *  The  vifiter’s 
name  is  written  on  one  of  the  folds; 
and  the  ffy-le  of  the  card  is  more  or 
lefs  refpedfful,  according  to  the  rank 
and  quality  of  the  perfon  to  whom 
it  is  fent;  They  will  fay,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  4  your  lordfhjp’s  flncere  and 
44  affectionate  friend,  aud  the  perpe- 
44  tualdifciple  of  your  dodtrine,  pre- 
44  fentshimfelf  in. that  quality,  to  pay 
44  his  refpedts,  and  to  make  you  a 
44  bow,  even  to  the  earth,  Tun- 
44  eheoupai.”  If  the  viflt  is  defigned 
to  an  intimate  friend,  or  to  a  perfon 
of  ordinary  rank,  the  Tie-tfee  is, 
for  the  moff  part,  only  a  leaf  of  plain 
paper ;  but  if  either  the  writer,  or 
the  perfon  who  receives  it,  be  in 
mourning,  it  is  of  black  paper. 


44  Viflt  may  be  avoided,  if  thofe 
to  whom  they  are  intended  be  of 
fuperior  rank  to  thofe  who  propofe  to 
pay  them.  By  receiving  one’s  Tie  - 
tfee,  or  card,  one  is  fuppofed  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  vilit.  The  porter  is  tie- 
fired  to  tell  the  vifiter  that,  in  or¬ 
der  to  put  him  to  as  little  trouble  as 
poflible,  he  is  begged  not  to  get  out 
of  his  chair.  After  which,  either  on 
the  fame  day,  or  on  fome  of  the  three 
following,  the  perfon  vifited,  in  turn, 
prefents  a  Tie-tfee,  which  is  only 
Amply  received,  or  followeis  only 
real  vifit. 

44  The  following  ceremonial  is 
ufed  by  the  great,  when  they  accept 
an  intended  viflt.  We  fuppofe  here, 
that  the  perfon  who  pays  it  Is  of 
diftinguiftied  rank.  He  is  firft  con¬ 
ducted,  without  quitting  his  chair, 
through  the  two  outer  courts  of  the 
tribunal,  which  are  very  fpacious ; 
and  when  he  approaches  the  entry 
of  the  hall,  the  maffer  of  the  houfe 
comes  to  receive  him. 

44  When  he  arrives  at  this  hall, 
he  finds  two  domeffics,  who  hold 
the  umbrella  and  large  fan  of  their 
maffer,  inclined  towards  one  an¬ 
other,  and  which  have  hitherto  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  being  feen.  The 
ff  ranger  himfeif  is  concealed  behind 
a  large  fan,  which  is  held;  by  one  of 
his  attendants,  .and  who  never  re¬ 
tires  until  his  maffer  is  near  enough 
_  to  falute  tlie  perfon  whom  he  is 
come  to  vifit. 

■  44  Thence  commence  all  thofe  for¬ 
malities,  which  are  fo  minutely 
pointed  out  in  the  Chinefe  book  of 
ceremonies..  This  book  determines 
the-  number  of  faiutations  that  one 
muff  make,  by  bending  the  head 
towards  the  breaft,  the  terms  that 
muff  be  ufed,  the  titles  of  honour 
neceffary  to  be  given,  the  reciprocal 
genuflections  each  muff  make,  and 
the  ffeps  they  muff  take  to  be  fome- 
i  -  -■  •  1  times 
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times  on  the  right  fide,  and  fometimes 
on  the  left.  The  mailer  of  the 
houfe,  by  a  motion  of  his  hand,  in¬ 
vites  the  (h  anger  to  enter,  and  at  the 
fame  time  pronounces  only  the  word 
#4  Tfin-tfin ;  ”  the  vifiter  replies  by 

Poii-can,”  that  is  to  fay,  I  dare 
not ;  alter  which  they  both  enter. 
T’he  mailer  of  the  houfe,  then  re- 
fpeftfiilly  fa  lutes  the  chair  which  is 
deifined  for  him  ;  he  even  wipes  it 
with  his  robe,  to  remove  the  duff, 
or  rather  to  make  him  obferve  that 
the  chair  is  clean. 

44  As  foon  as  they  are  feated,  the 
vifiter,  with  a  grave  arid  ferious  air*, 
explains  the  motive  of  his  vifit. 
The  perfon  vifited  replies  with  the 
fame  gravity,  and  frequently  bends 
liis  body.  They  muft  both  fit  up¬ 
right,  avoid  leaning  againfl  the  back 
the  chair,  call  their  eves  a  little 
downwards,  have  their  hands  placed 
on  their  knees,  and  their  feet  ffretch- 
ed  out,  and  in  the  fame  direction : 
the  leafl  air  of  abfence,  or  inatten¬ 
tion,  would  be  confidered  as  an  in- 
fult.  • 

“  A  little  time  after,  a  domeftic, 
properly  drefled,  brings  in,  upon  a 
tea-board,-  as  many  cups  of  tea  as 
the  hall  contains  perfons.  The 
manner  of  taking  the  cup,  of  carry¬ 
ing  it  to  the  mouth,  and  of  return¬ 
ing  it  to  the  domeftic,  form  fo  many 
articles  of  the  book  of  ceremonies, 
which  muft  all  be  obferved  with  the 
mofl  rigid  minutenefs  and  ounbtu- 
-  ality. 

44  The  ceremonies  at  departure 
are  equally  formal,  though  o'f  lefs 
confequence.  The  maflcr  of  the 
houfe  conducts  you  to  your  chair, 
he  lees  you  enter,  and  waits  until 
the  porters  have  taken  it  up.  You 
then  bid  him  once  more  adieu,  and 
he  again  returns  you  the  compli¬ 
ment. 

44  We  have  already  faid,  that  vi- 
fits  generally  are  accompanied  with 


prefents  ;  when  that  is  the  cafe,  to 
the  Tie-tf  c,  or  vifiting  card,  is  add¬ 
ed  a  Ly-tan.  This  is  a  piece  of 
red  paper,  upon  which  are  written 
the  name  of  the  perfon  who  fends 
the  prefent,  and  the  number  of  the 
articles  that  compofe  if.  If  the  vifiter 
comes  in  perfon,  he  delivers  the  bil¬ 
let  himfelf,  which  the  mailer  of  the 
houfe  receives  with  his  own  hand,  and 
afterwards  delivers  to  one  of  his  do- 
medics,  A  profound  bow  is  gene¬ 
rally  the  return  by  way  of  thank;-* 
The  billet,  However,  is  never  read 
until  the  vifiter  has  retired,  and  it 
is  then  that  the  perfon  for  Whom 
the  prefents  are  intended,  receives  or 
rejects  ftich  of  them  as  he  thinks 
proper.  The  billet  is  always  kept, 
if  the  whole  or  any  part  of  them  are 
accepted.  In  the  former  cafe,  a 
note  of  thanks  is  written  ;  the  fame 
thing  is  done  if  only  a  few  articles 
are  (elected,  with  this  difference, 
that  thofe  which  are  returned  are 
mentioned  in  the  note.  If  nothing 
is  kept,  the  billet  is  only  fern 
back,  but  always  accompanied  with 
another,  in  which  the  perfon  for 
whom  the  prefent  was  intended,  begs 
to  be  excufed,  and  returns  thanks. 
“  Pi-fte,”  cry  they,  *4  thefe  are 
44  pearls;  I  dare  not  touch  them. 5 * 

“  If  the  perfon,  who  makes  the 
prefent,  thinks  proper  to  (end  it  by 
one  of  his  domeffics,  together  with 
a  Tie-tfee,  it  is  received  with  the 
fame  ceremonies  as  if  it  were  prefent- 
ed  by  the  mafter.  Sometimes  a  card 
is  lent,  fignifying  the  intention  of 
fending  a  certain  prefent  ;  in  Inch  a 
cafe,  the  perfon  to  whom  the  offer 
is  made,  marks  with  a  pencil  the 
articles  which  he  acc  pts,  and  they 
are  immediatelv  brought  and  fent 
him.  A  note  of  thanks  is  then  writ¬ 
ten,  to  which  is  added,  if  any  of  the. 
articles  are  returned,  “  Yu-pi,  with 
44  regard  to  the  reft,  they  are  valu- 
44  able  pearls.’ *  We  have  already 

faid 
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fa  id  that  the  life  of  pearls  is  for¬ 
bidden  in  China. 

14  Epiffolary  correfpondence,  even 
between  private  individuals,  is  al¬ 
ways  attended  with  certain  effabliffi- 
ed  ceremonies,  and  thefe  become 
more  complicated,  if  one  writes  to 
a  perfon  of  rank  or  diffin&ion.  It 
is  then  rieceffary  to  ufe  a  piece  of 
white  paper,  which  has  ten  or 
twelye  folds  :  the  letter  muff  begin 
on  the  fecond,  and  the  fignature 
mull  be  written  on  the  laft. 

44  The  characters  employed  are 
alfo  different  according  to  the  cir- 
cumftances.  The  fmaller  they  are, 
they  are  conffdered  as  fo  much  the 
more  reipecHul.  The  words  ufed, 
and  the  diftanc.e  left  between  the 
lines,  are  alfo  to  be  fuited  to  the 
rank  of  the  perfon  to  whom  the  let¬ 
ter  is  addreffed.  But  in  ail  cafes 
whatever,  the  ftyle  mull  be  differ¬ 
ent  from  that  ufed  in  common  con- 
verfation.  Two  feals  muff  alfo  be 
affixed  to  it,  one  over  the  fignature. 
and  the  other  above  the  firff  cha¬ 
racters  of  the  letter.  Some  are  con¬ 
tented  with  placing  a  feal  upon  the 
fmail  bag,  which  ferves  it  as  a  co¬ 
ver  ;  of  thefe  there  are  various 
kinds*  fome  cf  which  are  orna¬ 
mented  with  a  beautiful  border: 
another  cuftom,  which  we  have 
ftolen  from  the  Chinefe ;  but  among 
them  the  cover  muff  always  be 
double.  On  the  firff  are  written 
thefe  two  words,  44  Nuy-han,  the 
44  letter  is  within.”  The  packet 
is  inclofed  in  a  fecond  cover,  thicker 
than  the  former,  which  is  alfo  partly 
covered  by  a  hand  of  redpaper,  on 
which  are  traced  out,  in  large  cha¬ 
racters,  the  name  and  quality  of  the 
perfon  to  whom  the  letter  is  ad- 
dr  effed.  C*n  one  fide  is  written,  in 
fmaller  characters,  the  name  of  the 
province,  city  or  place,  where  he 
refides;  on  this  cover,  they  Jike- 
wife  write  the  date.  This  fecond 
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bag  is  clofed  at  both  ends,  and  a 
feal  is  placed  upon  each  of  thefe, 
with  the  words  44  Hou-fong,”  that 
is  to  fay,  fecured  and  fealed. 

44  The  manner  of  fainting  in 
China,  even  amon?  people  of  mo¬ 
derate  rank,  is  much  lefs  expedi¬ 
tious  than  ours.  Something  more  is 
required  there  than  fimply.bowingor 
lifting  the  hat.  A  common  faluta- 
tion  confiffs  in  joining  both  hands 
together  before  the  breaft,  moving 
them  in  an  affectionate  manner, 
bending  the  head. a  little,  and  reci¬ 
procally  pronouncing  44  Tfm-tfin,” 
a  complimentary  word,  which  has 
almoff  the  fame  figniffoation  as 
thofe  that  we  ufe  when  we  fay, 
44  your  humble  fervant/*  When 
one  meets  a  perfon  of  fuperior  rank, 
it  is  then  neceflary  to  join  the  hands, 
raife  them  above  the  forehead,  af¬ 
terwards  bring  them  down  to  the 
earth,  and  make  a  profound  bow 
with  the  whole  body. 

"When  two  perfons  who  are  ac¬ 
quainted  meet  after  an  abfence  of 
any  time,  they  both  fall  on  their 
knees  oppoffte  one  another,  bend 
their  bodies  to  the  earth,  then  raife 
them  up,  and  repeat  the  fame  ce¬ 
remonies  two  or  three  times.  At 
an  ordinary  interview,  the  common 
phrafe  44  how  d’ye  do  ?”  is  ufed, 
and  the  anfwer  is :  44  very  well, 
44  thanks  to  your  abundant  felicity, 
41  Cao-lao-ye-hung-fo.”  When  the 
Chinefe  fee  a  man  who  is  in  good 
health,  they  fay  to  him,  “  Yung- 
44  fo,”  that  is  to  fay,  44  profperity 
44  is  painted  in  your  looks ;  you 
4<  have  a  happy  countenance.” 

44  When  a  Chinefe  gives  himfelf 
any  trouble  to  oblige  another ; 
44  Ah!”  fays  the  latter,  “you  are 
44  laviffi  of  your  heart!”  When 
the  fervice  is  rendered,  44  Sfe  pou- 
44  tffn,”  fays  the  perfon  on  whom 
the  obligation  is  conferee!,  44  my 
“  thanks  cannot  have  an  end.” 

Does 
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Does  any  one  offer  to  do  a  piece  of 
kindnefs  to  another — the  anfwer  is, 
“  Poucan,  Poilcan,  Poucan  ;  I  dare 
u  not,  I  dare  not,  I  dare  riot.” 
It  is  alfo  cuftomary,  at  the  end  of  a 
fumptuous  banquet,  to  fay  to  thofe 
who  hdve  been  entertained,  “  Yeou- 
44  maT’orTabman ;  wehavegiven 
4 4  you  a  poor  reception  •  we  have 
treated  you  very  ill.” 

“  When  two  mandarins,  of  equal 
rank,  meet  in  the  fireet,  they  ne¬ 
ver  quit  their  chairs;  each  joins 
both  hands,  moves  them  downwards, 


then  raifes  them  to  the  forehead, 
and  this  habitation  is  repeated  un¬ 
til  they  are  out  of  each  other’s  fight 
but  if  one  of  the  two  be  of  higher 
rank  than  the  other,  the  latter  or¬ 
ders  his  chair  to  Hop  ;  if  he  is  on 
horfeback,  he  difmounts,  and  makes 
a  profound  bow  to  his  fuperior.  In 
a  word,  politenefs  in  China  is  as 
prevalent  even  in  villages  as  in  ci¬ 
ties  ;  and,  as  it  has  been  efiablifhed 
into  a  law/  it  is  attended  with  as 
little  fincerity  in  the  one  as  in  the 
other.] 


Some  Account  of  the  BREBES  and  Country  MOORS  of 

MOROCCO. 

[From  the  Firft  Voh  of  M,  Chenier’s  Prefect  State  of  the  Empire  of 

Morocco.] 


a  \ X  7  ^  ^ 011  Id  divide  the  differ- 
V  V  ent  tribes'  that  people  this 
empire  into  two  principal  clafies  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  the  Brebes  and  the 
Moors.  I  fll3.ll  hot  dwell  upon  the 
fignification  of  the  name  Brebes, 
which  the  mount airieers  have  ac¬ 
quired  and  preferved  ;  conjectures 
only  can  be  formed  on  the  fubjeCl, 
the  incertitude  concerning  the  ori¬ 
gin  of  thefe  people,  and  the  epocha 
of  their  firff  fsttlemenfs,  being  con- 
ffdered. 

The  Brebes,  as  well  as  the 
Moors,  no  doubt,  adopted  the  Ma¬ 
hometan  religion,  analogous  as  it 
was  to  their  manners  and  chief  cuf- 
toms,  on  the  firfi:  invafiOn  of  the 
Arabs  ;  but  they  are  ignorant,  and 
little  faithful  to  its  precepts,  except 
to  that  which  infpires  them  with  a 
hatred  for  other  religions.  Maho- 
metaiiifnt  has  not  effaced  the  and- 


ent  habits  and  prejudices  of  thefe 
people,  for  they  eat  fwine’s  flelh,  and, 
in  thofe  places  where  there  are  vine  ¬ 
yards,  drink  wine ;  and  good  rea- 
fon  why,  fay  they,  we  make  it  our- 
feives.  It  the  foil  them  parts  of 
Mount  Atlas  they  put  it  into  earth¬ 
en  jars,  the  better  to  preferve  it, 
and  into  barrels  made  from  the 
trunks  of  hollow  trees,  the  but-ends 
of  which  they  fpread  over  with 
pitch,  keep  it  in  caverns,  and  even 
in  water.  In  the  province  of  Rif9 
toward  the  north,  they  give  it  a 
flight  boiling,  which  deprives  it  of 
its  fumes,  and  makes  it  lefs  intoxi¬ 
cating  :  they,  perhaps,  alfo  think, 
that  this  renders  it  congenial  to  the 
lpirit  of  the  Koran. 

“  Buried  in  their  mountains,  the 
Brebes  maintain  their  relent- 
ment  agamft  the  Moors,  whom* 
confounding  them  with  the  Arabs, 

they 
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they  regard  as  ufurpers.  In  thefe 
afylums  they  contract  a  ferocity  of 
character,  and  flrength  of  body, 
which  render  them,  more  proper  for 
war  and  labour  than  the  Moors  of 
the  plain  in  general  are;  the  in¬ 
dependence  they  profefs  imparts 
more  of  character  to  their  counte¬ 
nance  ;  but  it  is  neceflary  to  have 
lived  long  among  thefe  nations  to 
perceive  the  difference.  Subjected 
to  the  emperor  of  Morocco  by  re¬ 
ligious  prejudices,  they  fhake  off 
his  authority  whenever  they  think 
proper,  and,  intrenched  as  they  arc 
in  thrir  mountains,  to  attack  and 
vanquifh  them  is  difficult. 

ii  The  Brebes  have  a  language 
of  their  own,  and  never  marry  but 
among  each  other.  They  have 
tribes  or  Cafiles  among  them  who 
are  exceedingly  powerful,  both  by 
their  number  and  courage.  Such 
are  thofe  of  Gomera  on  the  borders 
of  Rif.  of  Gayroari  toward  Fez,  of 
Timoor,  extending  along  mount 
Atlas  from  Mequinez  to  Tedia,  of 
Shavoya  from  Tedia  to  Duquella, 

and  of  Miihbova  from  Morocco  to 

«✓ 

the  fouth.  The  emperor  of  Morocco 
keeps  the  children  of  the  chiefs  of 
thefe  tribes  at  court  as  hoftages  for 
their  fidelity. 

u  The  Brebes  have  no  diffinc- 
tion  of  drefs  ;  they  are  always 
clothed  m  woollen  like  the  Moors  ; 
and,  though  they  inhabit  moun¬ 
tains,  feldom  wear  caps.  Thefe 
mountaineers,  as  well  as  their  wives, 
have  exceedingly  fine  teeth,  and 
fhew  figns  of  vigour,  which  diftin- 
guifh  them  front  the  other  tribes. 
It  is  common  for  them  to  hunt  li¬ 
ons  and  tigers,  and  the  very  mo¬ 
thers  have  a  euftom  of  decorating 
their  children'  with  a  tiger’s  claw,  or 
the  remnant  of  a  lion’s  hide  on  the 
head,  thinking  that  by  this  means 
they  acquire  ftrehgth  and  courage. 
The  fame  kind  of  fuperftition>  no 


doubt,  occafions  young  wives  to  get 
their  hulbands  thefe  forts  of  amulets. 
The  Brebes  and  the  Sheilu  having 
a  language  common  to  themfelves, 
and  unknown  to  the  Moors,  mu  ft 
both  have  had  the  fame  origin,  not- 
withstanding  the  difference  there  is 
in  their  mode  of  life.  The  Sheilu 
live  on  the  frontiers  of  the  empire 
toward  the  fouth  ;  their  population 
is  by  means  fo  great  as  that  of  the' 
Brebes,  nor  are  they  fo  ferocious  * 
they  do  not  marry  with  other  tribes ; 
and,  though  they  practice  many  fu- 
perftitious  rites,  they  are  faithful 
obfervers  of  t-heir  religion. 

O 

“  After  the  Brebes,  who  are 
confiderably  populous',  I  fhall  fpeak 
of  the  Moors,  the  greateft  number 
of  whom  are  extended  over  the 
country,  and  the  remainder  inhabit 
the  cities. 

“  The  former,  that  is,  the  Moors 
of  the  country,  live  in  tents,  and 
have  frefh  encampments  every  year, 
to  give  reft  to  the  land,  and  obtain 
frefti  pafturage ;  but  they  are  not 
allowed  to  remove,  without  having 
firft  informed  their  governor.  Like 
the  ancient  Arabs,  they  are  entirely 
addicted  to  a  country  life.'  Their 
encampments,  which  they  call  Dou- 
bars,  compofed  of  numerous  tents, 
form  a  crefcent,  fomewhat  narrow¬ 
ed  toward  the  e.:d,  or  elfe  are  erect¬ 
ed  in  two  parallel  lines ;  and  their 
flocks  and  herds  returning  from  paft 
tore,  occupy  the  centre.  They 
fometimes  clofe  the  entrance  of  the 
douhars  with  thorn  faggots,  but  fef 
no  other  guards  than  a  number  of 
dogs,  which  bark  unceafingly  at  the 
approach  of  a  ftranger,  Each  dou- 
har  has  its  chief,  who  is  fubordinate 
to  a  ftill  fuperior  officer,  appointed 
to  fuperintend  and  govern  a  number 
of  thefe  encampments;  and  manv 
of  thefe  leffer  diviftons  are  again 
reunited  under  the  government  of 
a  baftiaw ;  forne  of  whom  have  a 

thou,- 
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thoufand  douhars  under  their  com¬ 
mand* 

u  The  tents  of  the  Moors  are 
fomewhat  of  a  conic  form,  are  fel- 
dom  more  than  eight  or  ten  feet 
high  in  the  centre,  and  from  twenty 
to  five  and  twenty  in  length.  Like 
thofe  of  the  remote#  antiquity,  their 
figure  is  that  of  a  {hip  overfet,  the 
keel  of  which  is  only  feen.  Thefe 
tents  are  made  of  twine,  compofed 
of  goat's  hair,  camel's  wool,  and 
the  leaves  of  the  wild  palm,  fo  that 
they  keep  out  water,*  but,  being 
black,  they  produce  a  difagreeable 
effect  at  a  diftant  view*. 

“  The  Moors  in  camp  live  in  the 
utHioft  fimplicity,  and  prefent  a 
faithful  picture  of  the  earth’s  inha¬ 
bitants  in  the  firfir  ages.  Education, 
the  temperance  of  the  climate,  and 
the  rigour  of  the  government,  di- 
mi  nifia  the  wants  of  thefe  people, 
who  find  in  their  own  provinces, 
and  the  milk  and  wool  of  their 
flocks,  every  thing  neceflarv  for  their 
food  and  cloathing.  It  is  their  cnf- 
tom  to  have  feveral  wives,  a  luxury 
much  lefs  felt  among  people  who 
have  few  wants  than  among  thofe 
who  have  many ;  it  is  even  advan¬ 
tageous  to  ceconomy,  the  women 
having  charge  of  all  domeftic  af¬ 
fairs.  Beneath  their  ill-fecured 
tents,  they  are  employed  in  milk¬ 
ing  their  cows,  to  fupply  their  daily 
wants,  and,  when  the  milk  is  in 
abundance,  they  make  butter.  They 
fort  and  lift  their  wheat  and  barley, 
gather  vegetables,  and  daily  grind 
flour  with  a  mill  compofed  of  two 
round  Hones,  eighteen  inches  in  dia¬ 
meter  'y  in  the  upper  one  of  which 
a  handle  is  fixed  while  it  turns  on 
an  axle,  which  projects  from  that 
beneath.  They  daily  make  bread, 
which  they  bake  'well,  or  ill,  as  it 
happens,  between  two  earthen  plates, 
and  very  often  on  the  ground  heat¬ 
ed  by  fire, 

j 


“  Their  common  food  is  coofcoo- 
foo,  a  pafte  made  of  flour  in  the 
form  of  fmall  grains,  in  the  man¬ 
ner  of  Italian  paftes.  This  coofi- 
coofoo  they  drefs  by  the  vapour  of 
broth  in  a  round  difh,  with  holes 
like  a  colander,  and  that  is  fixed  in 
the  kettle  in  which  they  boil  their 
meat.  The  coofcoofoo,  contained 
in  this  deep  plate,  or  colander,  is 
{lowly  foftened,  and  prepared  by 
the  vapour  of  the  broth,  with  which 
they  take  care  to  moiften  it  occafi- 
onally. 

u  Simple  as  this  food  is,  it  is 
very  nourilhing,  and  alfo  very  a- 
greeable,  when  thofe  habitual  pre¬ 
judices  are  overcome  which  each  na¬ 
tion  has  for  its  own  cuftoms,  and 
which  cannot  be  eradicated  but  by 
an  intercourfe  with  other  nations. 
The  common  people  eat  their  coof¬ 
coofoo  with  milk  or  butter  indiffer¬ 
ently  ;  but  thofe  more  at  their  eafe, 
as  the  governors  of  provinces,  or 
their  lieutenants,  who  live  in  the 
centre  of  their  encampments,  have 

it  deeded  by  a  rich  broth  made  with 

0 

mutton,  poultry,  and  pigeons,  or 
hedge-hogs,  and  rnix  it  afterward 
with  freffi  butter. 

“  Thefe  officers  receive  ftrangers 
in  their  camps  with  like  cordiality 
to  that  with  which  the  gueffs  of  Ja¬ 
cob  and  Laban  were  received.  They 
kill  a  fheep  on  their  arrival,  which 
they  immediately  put  to  the  fpit  ; 
and,  if  they  have  not  a  fpit  ready, 
a  wooden  one  is  made  ;  when  roaft- 
ed  by  a  very  quick  fire,  and  ferved 
up  in  a  wooden  platter,  their  mut¬ 
ton  looks  and  eats  exceedingly  well. 
I  have  often  been  prefent  at  fimiiar 
repafts,  the  fimplicity  of  which  I 
refpe£!ed.  1  imagined  myfeif  in  a 
dream,  and  transported  under  the 
tents  of  the  patriarchs. 

u  The  employment  of  the  wo¬ 
men  is  alfo  to  prepare  their  wool, 
fpin,  and  weave*  in  looms,  hung 

length- 
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lengthways  in  their  tents.  Thefe 
looms  are  formed  by  a  lift  of  an 
ell  and  a  half  long,  to  which  the 
threads  of  the  warp  are  fixed  at  one 
end,  and  at  the  other  on  a  roller  of 
equal  length ;  the  weight  of  which, 
being  fufpended,  keeps  them  ftretch- 
ed.  The  threads  of  the  warp  are 
fo  hung  as  to  be  readily  interfered. 
Inftead  of  fhuttles,  the  women  pafs 
the  thread  of  the  woof  through  the 
warp  with  their  fingers,  and  with 
an  iron  comb,  having  a  handle, 
prefs  the  woof  to  give  a  body  to 
their  cloth.  Each  piece,  of  about 
five  ells  long,  and  an  ell  and  a  half 
wide,  is  called  a  haick  ;  it  receives 
neither  drefiing,  milling,  nor  dying, 
but  is  immediately  fit  for  ufe  ; .  it  is 
the  conftant  drefs  of  the  Moors  of 
the  country,  is  without  feam,  and 
incapable  of  varying  according  to 
the  Caprices  of  fafhion.  When 
dirty,  it  is  walked  ;  the  Moor  is 
wrapped  up  in  it  day  and  night,  and 
this  haick  is  the  living  model  of  the 
drapery  of  the  ancients. 

“  The  country  Moors  wear  only 
their  woollen  huffs,  without  fhirts 
or  drawers,  linen  among  thefe  na¬ 
tions  being  an  article  of  luxury 
known  only  to  the  court  and  city. 
The  wardrobe  of  a  country  Moor, 
who  is  in  eafy  cireumftances,  confifts 
in  a  haick  for  fummer,  another  for 
winter,  a  cape,  a  red  cap,  and  a 
pair  of  flippers.  The  common  peo¬ 
ple,  both  of  country  and  town,  wear 
a  kind  of  tunic  of  white  grey,  or 
mixed  woollen  cloth,  which  defcends 
half  way  down  the  leg,  with  large 
fleeves  and  a  cape,  much  refembling 
the  drefs  of  the  Carthufian  friars. 

“  The  countiy  women  likewife 
wear  only  a  haick  tied  round  their 
waift,  the  folds  of  which,  covering 
the  neck  and  fhoulders,  are  fattened 
by  filver  clafps.  The  finery  of  which 
the  country  women  are  mofi  defirous 
are  large  ear-rings,  made  in  the 
1788. 


fhape  of  a  crefcerit,  or  filver  rings 
with  bracelets,  aiid  rings  for  the  final! 
of  the  leg.  Thefe  they  wear,  a* 
midfi  all  their  employments,  lets 
from  Vanity  than  becatife  they  know 
not  the  ufe  of  drawers,  or  chefis, 
in  which  to  lay  them  tip.  They 
alfo  wear  necklaces  of  fmall  colour¬ 
ed  giafs  beads,  or  clove  grains  fining 
on  a  filken  threads 

“  B elide  thefe  embelMiments, 
the  country  women,  to  make  them- 
felvei  more  beautiful,  paint  the 
fkin  of  their  face,  neck,  bofom,  and 
almofi  of  their  whole  body,  with 
the  forms  of  flowers  and  ornaments. 
Thefe  impreffions  are  made  with 
models,  in  which  are  the  points  of 
needles  that  (lightly  rafe  the  fkin* 
under  which  a  blue  colour  is  infert- 
ed,  or  gunpowder  pulverized,  which 
is  never  effaced.  The  cufiom  is  ex¬ 
ceedingly  ancient,  and  has  been 
common  to  numerous  nations  in 
Tartary,  Afia,  the  fouthern  parts 
of  Europe,  and,  perhaps,  over  the 
whole  earth.  It  is  not,  however, 
general  to  all  the  Moorifh  tribes, 
the  women  of  feme  of  which  tear 
on  the  forehead,  or  on  the  chin,  a 
crofs  impearled  at  the  four  ends,  or 
elfe  the  Erne  crois  as  if  pendent 
from  a  chain,  the  figure  of  which, 
traced  round  the  neck,  defcends  to 
the  bofom.  Thefe  tribes  are  pro¬ 
bably  defeendants  of  thofe  who  for¬ 
merly  were  fubje&ed  to  the  Chrifii- 
ans  of  Africa,  and  who,  to  avoid 
paying  taxes  like  the  Moors,  thus 
imprinted  croffes  upon  their  fkins 
that  they  might  pafs  for  Chrifiians. 
This  cufiom,  which  originally  might 
ferve  to  diftinguifh  tribes  by  their 
religion,  or  from  each  other,  after¬ 
ward.  became  a  mode  of  decoration, 
that  was  habitually  retained,  after 
all  remembrance  of  its  origin  was 
effaced. 

“  The  country  Moors  regard  their 
wives  lels  as  companions  than  as 
£  flave$> 
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haves.  deftined  to  labour  ;  tilling 
the  ground  excepted,  they  have  the 
care  of  every  thing ;  and  I  may 
add,  to  the  difgrace  of  humanity, 
that  in  certain  poor  parts  women 
are  feem  with  a  mule,  an  afs,  or 
fome  other  animal,  drawing  the 
plough.  When  the  Moors  remove 
their  douhars,  or  encampments,  the 
men,  all  feated  on  the  ground  in  a 
circle,  with  their  elbows  on  their 
knees,  converfe  together,  while  the 
women  take  down  the  tents,  pack 
up  the  effedfs,  and  load  their  ca¬ 
mels,  or  oxen  ;  the  old  afterward 
carry  bundles,  and  the  young  their 
children  upon  their  backs  in  blank¬ 
ets  tied  round  the  waift.  In  the 
fouthern  parts  the  women  are  alfo 
obliged  to  look  after  the  liorfes, 
clean,  faddle,  and  bridle  them, 
while  the  hufband,  always  defpotic 
in  thefe  climates,  commands,  and 
feems  only  born  to  be  obeyed. 

u  The  country  women  walk  un¬ 
veiled  ■  their  fkin  is  tanned,  nor 
can  they  make  abfolute  pretenfions 
to  beauty.  In  fome  places,  how¬ 
ever,  they  paint  their  cheeks,  and 
every  where  Rain  their  hair,  their 
feet,  and  their  finger’s-ends,  with 
an  herb  called  henna,  which  pro¬ 
duces  a  deep  faffron  colour.  This 
muft  have  been  an  ancient  cuflom 
among  the  nations  of  Aha.  Abu- 
Beker  Rained  his  eyebrows  and 
beard  of  the  fame  colour,  and  he 
has  been  imitated  by  many  of  his 
fucceffors.  A  reverence  for  religion 
might  have  introduced  the  cuRom, 
which  the  women  afterwards  made 
ornamental.  It  may,  however, 
feem  more  probable  that  the  cuflom 
of  painting  the  beard  and  hair,  of 
plucking  it  up  by  the  roots,  and 
fliaving  the  head  in  warm  countries, 
flrfl  originated  in  cleanlinefs,  for 
the.  fame  reafon  as  combs  are  ufed  in 
Vkofe  countries  where  the  hair  is  worm 
u  The  marriage-ceremonies  of 
the  Moors,  who  live  in  tents,  much 


refemble  thofe  of  the  cities  ;  a  de  ¬ 
scription  of  which  will  be  feen  its 
its  place.  The  nuptials  of  the 
douhar  are  in  general  more  gay  and 
fplendid,  and  they  carefully  invite 
pafling  Rrangers,  that  they  may 
contribute  to  the  expence  of  the 
feftival ;  and  in  this  they  are  more 
iriterefled  than  hofpitable. 

u  The  tribes  difperfed  over  the 
country  ufually  confine  their  mar¬ 
riages  each  within  itfelf,  feldom  in¬ 
termarrying  with  other  tribes. 
They  are  always  embroiled  by  their 
prejudices,  which  defeend  from  ge¬ 
neration  to  generation,  or  which, 
feebly  flurobering,  awake  if  a  ca¬ 
mel  happen  to  be  loft,  or  on  the 
leaft  diipute  concerning  pafturage, 
or  wells  of  water.  Intermarriages 
among  thefe  tribes,  far  from  pro¬ 
ducing  harmony,  have  often  given 
birth  to  feenes  fo  tragical  as  fcarce- 
ly  to  be  believed  among  other  na¬ 
tions  :  luch  as  men  murdered  bv 
7  ✓ 

their  wives,  or  women  daughter*:  d‘ 
by  their  hatbands,  to  revenge  na¬ 
tional  quarrels  between  their  differ¬ 
ent  tribes. 

“  Their  children,  however  nu¬ 
merous,  are  no  incumbrance  to  the 
parent,  for,  as  foon  as  able,  they 
are  all  put  to  work ;  they  keep  the 
flocks,  carry  wood,  aflift  in  tilling 
the  ground,  and  gathering  the  har- 
veft.  In  the  evening,  when  they 
return  from,  their  day’s  labour,  all 
the  children  of  the  douhar  aflemble 
m  a  common  tent,  where  the  iman, 
who  himfelfcanfcarcely  fpell,  teaches 
them  to  read  fome  leflons  in  the 
Koran,  tranferibed  on  boards,  and 
iiiftriidts  them  in  their  religion  by 
the  light  of  a  fire  made  of  ftraw,  un¬ 
derwood,  and  cow-dung,  dried  in 
the  fun.  The  heat  is  moft  felt  in 
the  inland  parts  of  the  country,  and 
there  children,  of  both  fexes,  often 
run  naked  till  they  are  nine  or  ten 
years  old. 
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DESCRIPTION  of  CASOS  and  its  INHABITANTS. 
[From  Mr.  Savary’s  Letters  on  Greece.] 


44  /'">ASOS  is  one  of  the  Cy- 
44  ciades.  It  received  its 
44  name  from  Cafo,  father  of  Cleo- 
44  machus.  This  little  ifland  fent  a 
44  colony  to  Mount  C alius,  depen- 
44  dent  on  Syria.”  44  Cafos,  fays 
Strabo,  44  is  diffant  from  Carpathus 
44  (now  .called  Scarpanto)  feventy 
44  ftadii,  or  two  leagues  and  -a  half, 
44  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  lladia, 
“  or  nine  leagues,  from  Samonium, 
44  a  promontory  of  Crete.  It  is 
44  eighty  ftadia  (three  leagues)  in 
44  circumference  ;  on  it  is  a  town  of 
44  the  lame  name,  and  round  it  le- 
44  veral  fmaller  illands.”  Pliny 
gives  the  diftances  very  differently  ; 
but  he  was  miftaken.  I  have  vifit- 
ed  the  places,  and  muft  pronounce 
in  favour  of  the  accuracy  of  Strabo. 

44  The  ifle  of  Cafos  has  fuffered 
the  common  fate  of  the  Archipela¬ 
go.  It  is  now  fubjedl  to  the  T urks, 
but  they  dare  not  inhabit  it,  be- 
caufe  it  has  no  fort.  They  would 
be  afraid  of  being  made  prifoners 
by  the  privateers  of  Malta,  as  has 
happened  to  them  more  than  once 
at  Antiparos,  and  other  places  de- 
flitute  of  fortreffes.  This  fear  is  a 
molt  fortunate  circumftance  for  the 
inhabitants,  who  owe  to  that  alone 
the  tranquillity,  happinefs,  and  li¬ 
berty  they  enjoy. 

44  The  day  after  we  call;  anchor, 
I  was  impatient  to  go  on  ftiore. 
The  boat  accordingly  was  launched, 
and  we  rowed  towards  the  rocks 
which  furround  the  ifland,  but  were 
at  a  lofs  where  to  land.  Every  part 
of  the  ftiore  was  defended  by  dan¬ 
gerous  fhoals,  over  which  the  foam¬ 
ing  waves  broke  with  great  noife 
and  violence.  ‘  On  whichever  fide 


we  call  our  eyes,  Cafos  appeared 
inacceffible.  At  length  one  of  the 
inhabitants  perceiving  our  embar- 
raffnent,  came  down  from  the  vil¬ 
lage,  and  pointed  out  to  us,  by 
waving  his  handkerchief,  the  place 
to  which  we  ftiould  dire<ft  our  courfe. 
We  reached  the  place,  after  coafting 
about  a  league  along  the  ifland. 
The  ground  here  becomes  lower, 
and  forms  a  valley,  at  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  which  a  fmall  bafon  has 
been  dug  for  the  reception  of  boats. 
The  entrance  is  only  twelve  feet 
wide,  and  very  difficult  of  aceefs,  as 
it  muft  he  paffed  through  exactly  in 
the-  middle.  If  the  boat  ftiould 
touch  the  fidcs,  which  are  fharp 
rocks,  it  would  be  in  great  danger 
of  being  dallied  to  pieces.  Add  to 
this  that,  when  we  arrived  before  the 
entrance,  a  violent  fwell  was  ebb¬ 
ing  out  of  it.  The  Cabot  called  one 
of  his  countrymen,  and  placing 
themfelves  on  each  fide,  they  made  a 
fign  to  us  to  pull  ftrong.  As  foon  as 
our  boat  had  entered  the  dangerous 
pafs,  they  guided  it  with  long  poles, 
to  prevent  it  from  linking  again!! 
the  rocks,  and  thus  conduced  it 
into  port.  Through  this  paffage 
alone  is  it  poflible  to  get  on  ftiore 
in  the  ifland.  The  inhabitants 
might  widen  it  if  they  chofe,  but 
they  prefer  leaving  it  thus  danger¬ 
ous,  fince  while  it  remains  fo,  they 
are  under  little  apprehenfion  from 
their  enemies. 

44  The  Caliot,  who  had  fhewn  us 
the  harbour,  politely  invited  us  to 
go  up  to  the  village,  and  we  follow¬ 
ed  him  with  pleafure.  I  was  drelf- 
ed  in  the  French  ftyle,  with  a  fword, 
hat,  and  every  other  appurtenance 
E  z  of 
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of  the  drefs  of  my  nation.  The 
news  .of  the  arrival  of  Grangers  foon 
fpread,  and  the  women  and  children 
came  out  of  their  houfes,  and  wait¬ 
ed  for  us  at  the  top  of  the  hill. 
They  fliewed  a  great  deal  of  cu- 
riofity,  and  examined  us  attentive¬ 
ly.  When  we  palled  them,  they 
all  modeftly  call  down  their  eyes. 
Among  the  crowd,  there  were  fbme 
very  handfome.  Several  of  them 
faluted  us-,  wifhing  us  a  good  day, 
faying  :  “You  are  welcome  !”  and 
we  anfwered  them  with  the  ufual 
eaftern  exprellion :  “  May  the  day 
“  be  happy  for  you  and  for  your 
“  gueffs !” 

“  The  guide,  who  condu&ed  us, 
was  one  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  the  ifiand.  He  prefied  me  to 
ffep  into  his  houfe,  and  introduced 
me  into  a  hall,  which,  though  not 
magnificently  furnifhed,  was  fuffici- 
ently  provided  with  every*  thing  con¬ 
ducive  to  cleanlinefs  and  conveni¬ 
ence,  Around  it  wasv  a  fopha.  He 
feated  me  on  a  raifed  bench,  and 
placed  himfelf  below,  while  break- 
faff  was-  preparing.  Soon  after,  his 
wife  and  daughter  appeared,  with 
new-laid  eggs,  figs,  and  grapes. 
The  girl  blufhed  at  fight  of  a 
flranger,  whofe  drefs  muff,  no 
doubt,  appear  to  her  very  extraor¬ 
dinary^  Whilft  we  were  breakfaft- 
ing  with  a  good  appetite,  and  my 
hoff  was  pouring  me  out  forne  ex¬ 
cellent  wine  in  a  large  glafs,.  moft 
of  the  women  of  the  village  came 
to  pay  him  a  vilit.  They  faluted 
us,  and  feated  themfelves,  without 
ceremony,  round  the  apartment. 
They  had  been  brought  by  curio- 
fity,  and  foon  began  to  whifper  one 
another,  and  make  their  remarks 
on  the  French  drefs.  Europeans 
.  rarely  land  in  this  folitary  ifiand, 
and  the  inhabitants,  accuftomed  to 
fee  nothing  but  bald  heads,  wrapped 
round  with  (bawls,  long  robes  faff* 
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and  its  INHABITANT S, 

ened  with  fafhes,  and  venerable 
beards,  could  not  but  view  with  a- 
ffonifhment  a  foreigner  with  long 
plaited  hair,  without  muftachiosi 
and  wearing  a  cocked  hat,  and  fnort 
coat,  that  came  no  lower  than  his 
knees.  They  appeared  greatly 
ffruck  with  the  contraff,  and  a  half 
fmile,  which  was  fometimes  vifibie 
on  their  countenances,  was  not  im¬ 
probably  a  fign  they  were  employed 
in  making  fatirical'  obfervations  on 
the  peculiarities  of  my  habit,  while 
I,  on  my  fide,  was  no  lefs  amu fed 
with  them.  My  attention  was  eff 
pecialiy  engaged  by  two  young  fe¬ 
males,  who  would  have  been  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  be  handfome,  even 
in  Paris,  , 

“  The  leaff  of  the  two  had  eyes- 
full  of  fire,  and  fine  black  eye-brows,, 
equally  arched.  Her  complexion 
was  rather  brown,  but  her  features 
extremely  animated.  Her  cheeks, 
delicately  rounded,  were  every  in- 
flam  adorned  with  frefh  rotes.  Her 
delicate  little  mouth  feemed  formed 
to  fay  charming  things.  When  die 
fouled,  teeth  white  as  fhow  agree¬ 
ably  contraff ed  the  vermilion  of  her 
lips ;  and  a  moft  enchanting  viva¬ 
city  animated  her  whole  counter 
nance,  which  feemed  to  fparkle  with 
wit  and  repartee.  Her  ebon  locks 
faff  ened,  according  to  the  manner 
of  the  country,  to  the  crown  of  her 
head,  fell  negligently  on  a  neck 
which  feemed  of  polifhed  ivory,  and 
terminated  with  a  delightful  fwell  in 
the  moft  charming  bofom  ever  feen. 
A  boddice  without  fleeves,  opening 
a  little  towards  the  top,  afforded  a 
glimpfe  of  the  exa£t  proportion  of 
her  beautiful  (liape.  A  robe  of  the 
whiteff  and  fineft  cottoh,  edged 
with  a  purple  border,  four  fingers 
wide,  and  elegantly  embroidered, 
defcended  to  her  feet,  and  hei;  waiff 
was  loofely  girded  by  a  fofli,  which 
ffoated  round  her. 


“  The- 
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“  The  fecond  difputed  with  her 
the  palm  of  beauty.  Her  fhape  was 
more  elegant,  and  her  carriage  more 
noble.  Her  eyes  Ihone  with  a  foft 
languor,  and  feemed  formed  to  in¬ 
spire  love  and  delight,  while  her 
long  eye-iafhes,  modeftly  lowered, 
concealed  their  fplendor,  as  if  fhe 
were  afraid  of  betraying  the  fecrets 
of  her  foul.  Her  complexion  was 
fairer,  and  her  cheeks,  left  coloured, 
displayed  the  Hly  (lightly  t  inf  lured 
with  the  role.  Her  features,  though 
fcarcely  fo  expreffive  as  thofe  of  her 
companion,  had  more  regularity, 
and  were  models  of  fymmetry  and 
juft  proportion.  At  the  firft  glance, 
fhe  but  juft  appeared  what  may  be 
.called  handfpme,  but  on  mare  ma¬ 
ture  conkderation,  the  perfection  of 
whole  of  her  beauties  enforced 
the  higheft  admiration.  The  charms 
of  the  former  infpired  a  hidden  joy, 
and  it  was  impoifible  to  look  on  her 
without  pleafure.  Thofe  of  the 
latter  made  lels  impreflion  at  the 
firft  view,  but,  on  examination,  am 
jrrefifti  ole  attraction  forced  every 
heart  of  fen  Ability  to  pay  her  fm- 
cereft  homage. 

“  All  the  worsen,  who  honoured 
us  with  their  prefence,  were  drdfed 
in  the  fame  manner.  They  all  wore 

j 

the  jacket,  the  fgfh,  and  the  long 
robe  of  cottop.  The  only  difference 
confided  in  the  embroidery,  which 
varied  according  to  their  different 
taftes,  and  in  the  manner  of  wear¬ 
ing  their  hair,  which  fome  of  them 
fuffered  to  flow  upon  their  fhould- 
I  ers  in  one  or  more  treffes,  while 
others  fallened  it  to  the  crown  of 
the  head,  letting  it  fail  down  again 
upon  the  neck.  The  two  I  have 
juft  mentioned  were  not  the  only 
ones  who  were  handfome,  but  their 
$)eauty  appeared  to  me  moft  attrac- 
five. 

You  may  poflibly  imagine^ 

’  $Iadam,  that,  after  the  fad  fcene^ 


to  which  I  had  been  for  fome  time 
accuftomed,  my  imagination  was 
inflamed  at  the  fight  of  thefe  lovely 
females,  and  that  I  have  taken  a 
pleafure  in  embellifhing  them.  That 
may  indeed  be  the  cafe ;  but  if  it 
be,  the  iUufion  was  of  fome  dura¬ 
tion,  I  pafled  eight  days  in  the 
ifland,  and  would  not  with  to  alter 
a  fingie  feature  in  the  portraits  I 
have  drawn.  I  have  defcribed  what 
I  faw,  and  what  I  felt.  I  own  to 
you,  however,  that  my  furprife  was 
equal  to  my  pleafure.  I  expeCted 
to  find  on  this  rock,  only  miserable 
flayes,  groaning  under  the  oppref- 
ftons  of  the  Turks ;  inftead  of 
which  I  met  with  a  cheerful  and 
happy  people,  who  were  fortunate 
enough  to  be  able  to  preferve  their 
liberty  amid  the  defpotifm  and  tyran¬ 
ny  with  which  they  arefurroulIded.,, 

/“  Defirous  of  obtaining  fome 
knowledge  of  the  ifland,  I  fet  out 
from  the  village,  and  directed  my 
courfe  toward  the  higheft:  moun¬ 
tain,  which  I  reached  in  an  hour’s 
walk.  From  hence  we  may  dif- 
cover  Carpathus,  which  appears  to 
be  at  no  great  diftance,  and  extends 
from  eaft  to  weft.  In  front  of  the 
village,  three  little  iflands  fttuated 
to  the  eaft,  weft,  and  north,  form 
the  extenfive  road  in  which  our 
veflel  lay  at  anchor.  They  are  un¬ 
cultivated,  and  produce  nothing  but 
brambles.  Below  the  hill  from 
which  I  made  my  obfervations, 
(lands  a  fmall  chapel  furrounded  by 
fig-trees.  Here  begin  a  chain  of 
hills,  that,  bending  into  a  femi- 
circle,  leave  in  the  middle  a  plain 
of  a  league  in  circumference,  which 
has  been  cleared  out  by  the  inhabit¬ 
ants,  with  infinite  labour.  They 
have  torn  up  large  pieces  of  rock, 
and  removed  heaps  of  ftones,  with 
which  they  have  formed  the  walk 
of  the  inclofure.  Ail  this  fpace  is 
divided  into  compartments,  and 
£  3  ftiarcd 


[ 7o]  DESCRIPTION  of  CASOS  and  its  INHABITANTS. 


fhared  -among  the  Cafiots.  They 
fow  barley  and  wheat  here  at  the 
commencement  of  the  rainy  feafon, 
which  lafls  from  October  to  Febru¬ 
ary.  The  rain  is  not  continual  in 
thefe  months,  but  none  falls  in  any 
other ;  the  remainder  of  the  year 
the  air  is  pure  and  ferene,  and  both 
days  and  nights  continually  fine  and 
dear.  The  heats  are  moderated  by 
the  fea-breezes,  and  beneath  fo 
beautiful  a  iky  the  inhabitants  enjoy 
a  delightful  temperature,  and  are 
almofi  Grangers  to  every  kind  of  dii- 
eafe.  The  tides  of  the  hills  are’co- 
vered  with  vineyards,  the  grapes  of 
which  produce  a  very  agreeable 
wine.  I  could  not  help  admiring 
the  induftry  with  which  thefe  inland¬ 
ers  have  been  able  to  cultivate  rocks, 
hardly  covered  with  a  few  inches  of 
earth,  and  rejoiced  in  the  reflection 
that  they  were  recompenfed  for 
their  labours,  and  that  the  ifiand 
fufficed  for  their  fnbfiflence. 

When  I  had  fatisfied  my  cu- 
riofity,  I  returned  to  the  houfe  of 
my  hofl,  where  they  were  wait¬ 
ing  for  me  to  dine.  A  hen, 
with  rice,  new-laid  eggs,  excellent 
pigeons,  fome  cheefe,  and  a  glafs 
of  good  wine,  made  me  amends  for 
the  miferable  repairs  I  had  made  on 
board.  The  men  dined  together, 
i'eated  in  a  circle  on  the  carpet,  and 
the  women  in  a  feparate  apartment. 
This  is  the  cuftom,  and,  though 
not  in  the  French  tails,  I  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  conform  to  it.  Towards 
the  end  of  our  meal  the  cup  was 
circulated  from  hand  to  hand.  The 
company  drank  to  me,  wiihing  me 
a  profperous  voyage  ;  and  I  return¬ 
ed  the  compliment,  by  drinking 
health  and  happinefs  to  the  people 
pf  Cafos.  The  gueils  were  begin¬ 
ning  to  grow  merry,  when  the  found 
of  mufical  inftrpjnpnty  made  us  rife 
from  table. 

“  About  twenty  young  girls, 


drefled  all  in  white,  with  flowing 
robes,  and  plaited  locks,  entered 
the  apartment,  and  with  them  a 
young  man  who  played  on  the  lyre, 
which  he  accompanied  with  his 
voice.  Se  veral  of  them  were  hand- 
fome,  all  healthy  and  lively,  and 
there  were  among  them  fome  who 
even  rivalled  the  two  belles  I  have 
already  defcribed.  I  muft  own, 
Madam,  that  this  fcene /appeared  to 
me  enchanting.  The  uniform  drefs 
of  thefe  nymphs,  the  modefiy  which 
heightened  their  charms,  their  be¬ 
coming  bafhfulnefs,  their  joyous  but 
decent  merriment,  all  contributed 
to  make  me  almofi  imagine  mvfelf 

O  y 

fuddenly  tranfported  to  the  ifiand  of 
Calypfo.  They  began  to  range 
themfelves  in  a  ring,  and  invited 
me  to  dance.  I  did  not  wait  for 
many  entreaties.  The  circle  we 
formed  is  Angular  from  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  it  is  interwoven  :  the 
dancer  does  not  give  his  hand  to  the 
two  perfons  next  him,  but  to  thofe 
next  them,  fo  that  you  have  your 
hands  croffed  before  your  neigh¬ 
bours,  who  are  thus  locked,  as  it 
were  in  the  links  of  a  double  chain. 
This  interweaving  is  not  without 
pleafure,  for  reafons  by  no  means 
difficult  to  underfland.  In  the  mid  ¬ 
dle  of  the  circle  flood  the  mufician, 
who  played  and  fang  at  the  fame 
time,  while  all  the  dancers  kept  ex¬ 
act  time  in  advancing,  retreating, 
or  turning  round  him.  For  myfelf, 
I  followed  where  my  partners  led 
me,  my  mind  being  lefs  occupied 
with  the  dance  than  with  the  charm¬ 
ing  females  who  compofed  it. 

“  The  next  day  I  took  a  view  of 
the  village.  It  confifts  of  about  a 
hundred  houfes,  each  of  them  in¬ 
habited  by  a  Angle  family  :  they  are 
all  of  flone,  built  very  firong  :  and 
contain,  in  general,  two  or  three 
lower  parlours,  with  a  couple  of 
rooms  above.  Each  hpufe  has  its 

oven, 
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oven,  and  cittern,  cut  out  of  the 
rock.  The  latter  are  filled  during 
the  rainy  feafon,  and  the  water  is 
preferved  in  them  pure  and  limpid. 
Be.fides  this,  a  hundred  paces  below 
the  village  is  a  fine  fpring,  which 
flows  the  whole  year. 

44  I  entered  feveral  houfes,  where 
I  found  the  women  employed  in 
fpinning,  and  embroidering,  and 
home  in  making  the  fine  linens 
which  they  wear.  Their  frames  are 
fmall,  but  well  contrived,  and  they 
work  with  a  great  deal  of  fkill.  I 
every  where  met  with  activity,  in- 
duftrv,  and  neatnefs.  I  afterwards 
paid  vifits  to  feveral  of  the  girls  I 
danced  with  the  day  before,  and 
was  received  very  favourably.  I 
entered  into  converfation  with  them, 
and  inquired  why  fo  many  pretty 
women  were  to  be  feen  in  the  iftand, 
and  fo  few  men,  for  I  had  only  met 
with  five  or  fix.  They  anfwered 
that,  during  the  fpring,  the  ham¬ 
mer,  and  part  of  autumn,  the  men 
were  out  at  fea.  44  They  trade,” 
faid  they,  44  to  different  iflands  of 
44  the  Archipelago,  and  return  from 
44  time  to  time,  to  bring  their  fami- 
44  lies  the  provifions  they  may  ftand 
44  in  need  of,  but  only  pafs  the  win- 
44  ter  with  them.  They  fow  the 
44  land  in  November,  get  in  the 
44  harveft  in  March,  and,  immedi- 
44  diately  afterward,  return  to  fea. 
44  The  produce  of  the  ittand  not  be- 
44  ing  fufficient  for  the  maintenance 
44  of  its  inhabitants,  they  are  forced 
44  to  feek  fupplies  from  other  courn 
44  tries,  with  the  afiiftance  of  which, 
44  if  we  are  not  rich,  we  live  at  leaft 
44  in  a  comfortable  mediocrity.  The 
44  boys  accompany  their  fathers,  and 
44  become  bailors  :  while  they  are 
t{  abfent,  we  fpin  cotton  as  you  fee, 
44  and  weave  a  part  of  it  for  their 
44  clothing  and  our  own. 

44  In  thtie  vifits  I  could  not  but 
admire  the  regularity  and  wifdom 


of  this  little  republic,  the  peace  and 
harmony  that  reigned  among  its 
members,  and,  above  all,  that 
cheerfulnefs  and  content,  which  was 
fo  vittble  in  their  countenances. 
Happy  people !  faid  I  to  myfelf ; 
ambition  and  intrigue  trouble  not 
your  tranquillity  ;  the  thirft  of  gold 
hath  not  corrupted  your  manners  ; 
the  quarrels,  diffenfions,  and  crimes 
with  which  it  hath  covered  the 
earth  are  to  you  unknown.  Here 
no  citizen,  proud  of  his  titles,  or 
his  wealth,  tramples  under  foot  his 
humble  countrymen  ;  no  cringing- 
valet  flatters  the  vices  of  his  matter; 
man  is  equal  to  man,  nor  does  the 
Cattot  biuih  or  abafe  himfdf  before 
the  Cafiot.  Refpebt  and  mutual 
etteem  unite  you.  Your  enjoy¬ 
ments  conttft  in  the  pure  pleafures 
which  nature  offers  to  all  her  chil¬ 
dren,  and  your  happinefs  is  founded 
on  the  durable  balls  of  mediocrity 
and  equality  !” 

44  During  my  flay  at  Cafos,  a 
bark  arrived,  laden  with  rice,  me¬ 
lons,  pomegranates,  and  various 

fruits.  Immediately  almoft  all  the 

•/  # 

women  battened  down  the  hi]]  with 
the  greateft  impatience ;  forne  to 
meet  a  hufband,  others  a  father,  a 
brother,  or  a  friend.  I  never  wit- 
netted  ftronger  exprellions  of  joy 
and  tendernefs  ;  they  embraced  them 
with'  tranfport,  preffed  them  to  their 
bofoms,  and  thanked  heaven  for 
once  more  reftoring  them  to  their 
anxious  wifhes.  Every  token  of  the 
moft  heartfelt  joy,  every  expreflion 
of  the  tenderett  love,  was  lavifhed 
on  both  ttdes.  The  fcene  was  in¬ 
deed  moft  attesting.  Thefe,  faid  I 
to  mylelf,  are  the  ancient  Greeks  ; 
fuch  was  their  lively  imagination, 
ever  ready  to  lake  fire,  and  fuch 
the  exquifite  fenfibiiity,  which  dir 
ftinguiffied  them  from  all  the  na¬ 
tions  of  the  earth.  This  rock  has 
preferved  them  mom  the  Tufikifli 
£  4  yoke. 
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yoke,  and  they  have  retained  their 
ancient  character. 

4 4  The  afternoon  of  this  mentor- 
able  day  was  dedicated  to  pieafure. 
The  Caiiot  captain  gave  a  little 
ball,  and  I  accepted  of  his  invita¬ 
tion.  The  hall  was  rilled  with  a 
number  of  lively  girls,  with  tlieir 
treffes  perfumed,  and  dreri’ed  m  their 
handfomeft  boddjces,  their  beft  em¬ 
broidered  fafhes,  and  their  whit# 
gowns.  Various  rounds,  fuch  as  I 
have  before  defcribed,  were  per¬ 
formed.  Two  lyres,  and  fingers 
placed  on  a  raffed  feat,  animated 
the  motions  of  the  dancers,  and 
pieafure  fparkled  in  every  eye.  The 
young  men  who  had  juft  arrived, 
took  their  places  at  the  ride  of  their 
wives  or  jxriftrefles,  clafped  them 
round  the  waift  in  dancing,  and 
felt  the  palpitation  of  their  hearts, 
while  joy  beamed  in  their  face.  The 
young  Greek  females,  with  downcaft 
eyes  endeavoured  to  conceal  the  piea¬ 
fure  they  felt;  but  their  blulhes, 
and  their  heaving  bofoms,  fuffici- 
ently  fhewed,  who  were  the  objedts 
of  their  affediion.  How  great  the 
pieafure  of  this  fimple  recreation ! 
Each  motion  gave  a  new  fenfation 
of  delight.  Our  artificial  dances 
may  be  infinitely  more  graceful, 
elegant,  or  majeitic  ;  but  how  cold 
are  they  when  compared  to  this 
joyous  round  ;  In  thofe  vanity 
alone  is  gratified  ;  in  thefe  heart 
fpeaks  to  heart,  by  a  look,  a  fmile, 
and,  above  every  thing,  by  the 
touch.  All-wife  Nature  has  im¬ 
planted  the  means  of  happinefs 
within  purfelyes.  The  rich  man 
flatters  himfelf  he  fhall  obtain  it 
amid  the  brilliant  companies  he  aft* 
fe rubles,  and,  by  difplaying  pomp 
and  magnificence,  endeavours  to 
purchafe  it  with  gold.  Alas !  knows 
•fie  not  that  this  inconflanf  divinity 
files  the  importunity  of  orientation, 
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difdains  a  bribe,  and  contemns  the 
pride  and  vanity  of  wealth  ! 

u  The  weiterly  winds  have  de¬ 
tained  us  eight  days  in  the  road  of 
Cafos,  and  I  thank  Heaven  for  their 
continuance.  I  have  vifited  coun¬ 
tries  on  which  liberal  Nature  has 
lavifhed  all  her  treafures.  I  have 
feen  others  where  tyrants  have  com¬ 
pelled  her  to  refrain  her  bounties, 
and  every  where  have  found  nation^ 
unhappy,  not  by  their  own  fault, 
not  by  the  flerrility  of  the  foil,  but 
by  the  vices  of  the  government  to 
which  they  are  iuhjeft.  In  the 
midft  of  flaves  crouching  beneath 
the  Ottoman  yoke,  I  have  found  a 
rock,  only  three  leagues  in  circum¬ 
ference,  on  which  the  T urk  dares 
not  fet  his  foot,  and  inhabited  by  a 
free  and  happy  people.  There  each 
lather  of  a  family  is  a  fovereign 
within  his  own  houfe ;  he  decides 
eyery  difference,  and  his  decrees  are 
lav/s,  which  cannot  but  be  equitt 
able,  fince  they  are  only  dictated  by 
paternal  tendernefs.  When  any  dif? 
putes  arife,  the  prieri:  and  the  old 
men  aflemble  and  decide  them  ;  but 
difputes  cannot  be  frequent  among 
citizens,  who  are  all  equal  and  alike 
unacquainted  with  poverty  or  riches. 
All  the  members  of  this  little  fo™ 
ciety  are  employed ;  and  I  have 
feen  the  handfomeft  of  their  women 
go  down  into  the  valley,  to  wafii 
their  linen  at  the  fountain,  as  iq 
the  days  of  Homer.  They  cheer 
their  labours  with  a  fong  ;  nor  do 
they  imagine  tbemfelves  difgraced 
by  their  humble  employment.  It 
is  only  in  countries  where  the  rich 
can  purchafe  lei  vice  from  the  hands 
of  the  poor,  that  they  blufh  to  make 
ufe  of  their  own. 

44  Travellers,  who  have  made  oh~ 
fer  vat  ions  on  the  character  of  the 
Greeks  under  the  Ot !:oman  yoke, 
juftly  reproach  them  with  hypocrify, 
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perfidy,  and  meannefs.  Thefe  vices 
are  not  inherent  in  their  nature, 
but  are  the  confequence  of  the  fer- 
witude  in  which  they  live.  The  in¬ 
habitants  of  Cafos  are  alfo  Greeks ; 
but,  enlightened,  and  warmed,  by 
a  ray  of  liberty,  they  poffefs  indus¬ 
try,  fenfibility,  and  integrity.  Send 
them  a  cadi,  a  pacha,  or  a  moute- 
veli,  they  will  become  as  perfidious 


and  corrupt  as  the  reft  of  their  na¬ 
tion.  From  this  obfervation  we 
may  be  convinced  of  the  firft  and 
moft  facred  of  political  truths  ;  that, 
in  general,  man  is  virtuous  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  he  preferves  his  liberty 
and  natural  rights ;  and  that  as  he 
is  deprived  of  thele,  he  becomes  vi¬ 
cious  and  degenerate.” 
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[From  Keate9s  Account 

^  T7 VERY  part  of  the  ifland 
fL  called  Coorooraa,  of  which 
Pelew  was  the  capital  (as  far  as  our 
people  had  opportunities  of  making 
obfervations),  feemed  to  bear  the 
marks  of  induftry  and  good  cultiva¬ 
tion.  All  the  iflands  which  our 
people  faw,  were  well  covered  with 
trees  of  various  kinds  and  fizes, 
forne  of  them  being  very  large,  as  may 
eafily  he  conceived  by  their  canoes 
made  out  of  trunks,  which,  when 
of  the  largeft  di  mentions,  were  ca¬ 
pable  of  carrying  twenty-eight  or 
thirty  men.  They  had  a  great  va¬ 
riety  of  timber  trees,  among  which 
was  noticed  the  ebony,  and  a  tree 
that,  being  pierced  or  wounded  by 
a  gimblet,  there  ran  from  it  a  thick 
white  liquid,  of  the  confidence  of 
cream.  They  had  alfo  a  fpecies  of 
the  Manchineel-tree,  in  cutting 
down  of  which,  our  people  ufed  to 
get  bliftexed  and  fwelled  ;  the  inha¬ 
bitants  pointed  out  the  caufe,  fay¬ 
ing  that  it  was  owing  to  their  being 
fprinkled  by  the  fap  of  this  tree. 
This  the  natives  reckoned  among 
the  unlucky  trees,  and  advifed  our 
people  againft  the  ufe  of  it.  But 
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the  moft  lingular  tree  noticed  at 
Pelew,  was  one,  in  fize  and  in  its 
manner  of  branching,  not  unlike 
our  cherry-tree,  but  in  its  leaves 
refembling  the  myrtle.  Its  peculi¬ 
arity  was,  that  it  had  no  bark,  hav¬ 
ing  only  an  outward  coat  of  about  the 
thicknefs  of  a  card,  darker  than  the 
infide,  though  equally  clofe  in  tex¬ 
ture;  the  colour  of  the  interior  part 
being  nearly  that  of  mahogany,  and 
fo  extremely  hard,  that  few  of  the 
tools  which  the  Englilh  had  could 
v/ork  it,  the  wood  breaking  their 
edges  almoft  every  moment ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  which,  very  early  in  the 
conftrudtion  of  their  veffel,  deter¬ 
mined  our  people  againft  the  ufe  of 
it.  They  had  alfo  the  cabbage-tree; 
and  a  tree  whofe  fruit  nearly  refem- 
bled  an  almond  ;  the  carambola  ; 
and  the  wild  bread-fruit,  called  by 
the  natives,  Riamall.  Yams  and 
cocoa-nuts  being  the  chief  article  of 
fuftenance,  were  attended  to  with 
the  utmoft  care ;  the  former  were 
of  the  grey  mottled  kind  ;  the  lat¬ 
ter  were  in  large  plantations,  afford¬ 
ing  both  food  and  fhade.  The 
beetle-nut  they  had  in  abundance, 
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and  made  great  ufe  of  it,  though 
only  when  green ;  contrary  to  the 
practice  of  the  people  of  India,  who 
never  ufe  it  but  when  dry.  They 
pofTeiTed  plantains  and  bananas,  Se¬ 
ville  oranges,  and  lemons ;  neither 
of  thefe  were  in  any  conliderable 
quantity ;  therefore  only  produced 
on  v  Hits  or  occahons  of  more  than 
common  ceremony.  T o  thele  may 
be  added,  the  jamboo-apple.  This 
country  produced  lame  fugar-cane, 
and  great  abundance  of  the  bamboo ; 
likewife  the  turmerick,  which  the 
natives  ufe  as  dye,  and  with  which 
the  women  flamed  their  fkins.  They 
have  ocre,  both  red  and  yellow, 
with  which  they  paint  their  houfes 
and  canoes. 

44  None  of  the  iflands  the  Eng- 
lifli  viflted  had  any  kind  of  grain ; 
nor  any  quadruped  whatever,  ex¬ 
cept  feme  brownilh-grey  rats,  which 
ran  wild  in  the  woods,  and  three  or 
four  meagre  cats,  which  were  feen 
In  fame  houfes  in  Pelew,  probably 
brought  on  fome  drift  or  part  of  a 
canoe  of  other  iflands,  wrecked  on 
the  reef.  This  might  excite  them 
to  admire  fo  much  the  two  dogs  our 
people  left  them,  which  unluckily 
were  both  males. 

44  As  to  birds,  they  had  plenty  of 
common  cocks  and  hens,  which, 
though  they  were  not  domefticated, 
but  ran  about  the  woods,  yet  loved 
to  get  near  their  houfes  and  planta¬ 
tions  ;  and,  what  will  appear  lingular 
(conk dering  their  little  variety  of 
food)  they  had  never  made  any  ufe  of 
them,  till  our  people  faw  them,  and 
told  the  natives  they  were  excellent 
to  eat.  The  Englifh,  at  the  de¬ 
fire  of  Abba  Thulle,  killed  fome, 
and  boiled  them  ;  the  king  was  the 
fuft  who  tafred  them  ;  he  thought 
them  good,  and  frequently  partook 
of  them  afterwards ;  fo  that  our 
people  put  them  in  poffeffion  pf  a 


new  difh ;  the  men  appeared  pleafed 
at  feeing  them  killed,  and  would 
go  out  on  purpofe  to  drive  them  in 
their  way.  Though  the  natives 
had  not  till  now  made  thefe  birds 
an  article  of  food,  yet,  when  they 
went  into  the  woods,  they  frequent¬ 
ly  eat  their  eggs ;  but  they  did  not 
admire  them  for  being  newly  laid  j 
the  luxury  to  them  was,  when  they 
could  fwallow  an  imperfedb  chicken 
in  the  bargain.  Pigeons  they  had 
alfo  in  the  woods.  At  the  time  et 
breeding,  they  took  the  young  from 
the  neft,  and  brought  them  up  near 
their  houfes,  keeping  them  on  a 
perch  tied  by  one  leg,  and  feeding 
them  on  yams ;  this  bird  was  ac¬ 
counted  a  great  dainty,  as  we  have 
had  occafion  to  fee,  by  its  being  fo 
fparjngly  ufed,  and  none,  but  thole 
of  a  certain  dignity,  permitted  to  eat 
thereof.  The  people  of  Pelew  were 
wonderfully  affive  and  expert  in 
climbing  up  trees  in  quell  of  thefe 
neffs,  or  any  thing  elle  that  was  an 
objefl  of  their  purfuit.  Thele 
which  I  have  mentioned,  were  the 
only  birds  they  ufed  to  eat.  Our 
people  left  them  two  geefe,  the  laic 
remains  of  their  live  flock. 

44  Several  birds  were  feen  hying 
about,  whofe  plumage  appeared  to 
be  extremely  beautiful,  but  they 
probably  might  be  of  the  fame  kinds 
as  are  found  in  different  countries 
between  the  trop’rs.  The  iflands 
had  alio  feveral  imall  birds,  whofe 
notes  were  very  melodious,  parti¬ 
cularly  one  which  ufed  to  ling  every 
morning  and  evening,  and  had  a  pipe 
fweet  as  a  fiagelet ;  our  people  often 
thought  they  were  under  the  very 
tree  whence  the  notes  of  this  little 
bird  came,  yet  none  of  them  were 
ever  certain  they  had  feen  it. 

44  They  had  a  variety  of  filh,  of 
very  beautiful  colours,  and  variety 
ef  fhapes,  particularly  one  to  which 

the 
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the  Englifh  gave  the  name  of  the 
Unicorn,  from  a  horn  growing  out 
of  its  forehead  ;  its  fkin  was  rough, 
like  a  Email  fhark  or  dog-fifh,  which 
it  aifo  refembled  in  fhape  and  co¬ 
lour.  They  had  the  grey  mullet, 
which  they  crimped,  and  frequently 
eat  raw.  They  killed  the  hi  ark, 
when  they  chance  to  come  within 
the  coral  reef ;  this  they  do  by 
Ipearing  them,  and  afterwards  get¬ 
ting  ropes  round  them,  then  drag¬ 
ging  them  on  fliore ;  the  flefh  of 
the  fhark  was  efteemed  by  them  as 
very  delicate.  They  had  alfo  fe¬ 
deral  kinds  of  fhell-fifh  ;  fuch  as 
the  fea  cray-flfh  ;  of  the  fame  fort 
as  in  the  Mediterranean  and  on  o- 
ther  European  coafts :  and  turtle, 
which  the  natives  boiled,  and  teem¬ 
ed  to  admire.  They  had  befide  oyf- 
ters,  mufdes,  and  a  variety  of  coc¬ 
kles,  particularly  the  Kima.  cockle; 
this  they  frequently  got  by  diving, 
at  which  the  natives  were  amazingly 
expert ;  they  would  fometimes  dive 
down  in  fix  or  feven  fathom  water, 
and  if  the  fhell  was  very  large,  two 
of  them  would  contrive  to  bring  it 
up  between  them.  This  fifh  they 
commonly  eat  raw. 

4  4  The  iflands  of  Pelew,  when 
viewed  from  the  fea,  exhibited  high 
rugged  land,  wrell  covered  with 
wood.  The  interior  part  was  in 
many  places  mountainous,  but  the 
vallies  were  extenfive  and  beautiful, 
fpreading  before  the  eye  many  deli¬ 
cious  profpeCts,  The  foil  was  in 
general  rich ;  they  had  a  great  deal 
of  grafs,  which,  having  no  cattle 
whatever  to  eat  down,  grew  high, 
and  was  fcorched  and  burnt  up  by 
the  heat  of  the  fun.  Our  people 
faw  no  river  at  Pelew ;  their  fup- 
plies  of  frefh  water  being  from  fmall 
flreams  and  pond§,  of  which  there 
were  many.  The  chief  fource  at 
Oroolong,  was  the  well  at  the  back 


of  the  bland,  which  afforded  the 
Englifh  fufficient  for  their  ufe  whilft 
they  remained  there,  and  enough 
to  water  their  veiTei  for  their  voy¬ 
age,  by  collecting  it  daily  in  calks, 
till  they  had  obtained  as  much  as 
they  flood  in  need  of. 

OF  THEIR  WAY  OF  LIVING. 

“  From  the  above  account  of  the 

fcanty  produce  of  thefe  iflands,  it 

muff  be  evident,  that  no  luxury 

reigned  in  them.  To  their  ufual 

mode  of  living,  on  particular  occa- 

fions,  they  added  forne  fweetmeats, 

which  they  obtained  by  the  aid  of  a 
«/  »■ 

fyrup  extracted  either  from  the 
palm-tree,  or  the  fugar-cane  (which 
grows  fpontaneous),  and  with  which 
alfo  they  make  their  fweet  drink. 
Their  fweetmeats  were  of  three 
forts ;  the  firft,  and  the  one  that 
was  moft  plentiful,  was  made  of  the 
kernels  of  old  cocoa-nuts,  fcraped 
into  a  coarfe  kind  of  flour,  then 
mixed  with  the  fyrup,  and  fimmer- 
ed  over  a  flow  fire  till  it  became  of 
a  proper  conliftcnce,  and  whilft 
warm,  was  put  up  in  leaves ;  it 
acquired  fuch  hardnefs  by  keeping, 
that  a  knife  would  hardly  cut  it : 
the  natives  called  it  Wooleli,  and  it 
was  the  fame  our  failors  denomi¬ 
nated  Choak-dog.  The  fecond  fort 
was  made  of  the  fruit  already  men¬ 
tioned  as  refembling  the  almond, 
not  bruifed,  but  whole,  boiled  in 
the  fame  manner,  and  put  in  leaves. 
The  third  was  a  wet  fweet- 
meat,  clear  and  tranfparent ;  this 
was  uncommon,  but  was  made  at 
captain  Wilfon’s  coming  away,  and 
prefented  to  him  in  the  fame  large 
tureen  of  wood  which  was  brought 
out  on  his  firft  vifit  to  the  king. 
Abba  Thulle,  when  he  prefented  it, 
faid  he  gave  him  the  tureen,  but 
that  his  wives  had  prepared  the 
fweetmeat  on  purpofe  for  him*  On 

the 
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the  captain's  noticing  that  it  appear¬ 
ed  different  from  any  of  the  forts 
he  had  feen  before,  and  wifhing  to 
know  of  what  it  was  made,  Raa 
Kook  difpatched  a  man,  who  in  an 
beour  returned,  with  two  frefb-ga- 
thered  plants ;  from  the  root  of 
them  this  fweetmeat  was  made, 
which  in  fhape,  fize,  and  colour, 
refembled  a  common  turnip ;  its 
leaves  were  three  feet  ox  upwards  in 
length,  but  narrow  and  green ; 
captain  Wilfon  was  going  to  tafle  a 
bit  of  the  root  raw,  but  they  would 
not  fuffer  him,  dignifying  that  it 
was  not  good,  by  {pitting,  as  if 
they  had  fomething  unpleafant  in 
their  mouth.  This  fweetmeat  did 
not  keep  fo  well  as  the  other  two 
forts,  growing  foon  four.  They 
bad  alfo  a  method  of  fcrapmg  the 
kernel  of  the  cocoa-nut  into  a  pulp, 
which,  when  mixed  with  feme  of 
their  fweet  drink,  and  the  juice  of 
the  four  orange,  had  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  curds  and  whey. 

“  Their  mode  of  preferring  fifh, 
when  there  was  plenty,  fo  that  it 
would  keep  a  day  or  two,  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  the  fifh  being  well  cleaned, 
waflied,  and  fealed,  two  flat  Hicks 
sre  placed  lengthways  of  the  fifh, 
to  fupport  and  keep  it  ftraight, 
much  in  the  fame  manner  as  meat 
•is  laid  in  a  cradle-fpit  ,*  around  it 
are  bound  fome  broad  leaves.  T ney 
then  make  a  kind  of  ftage  or  trivet, 
placed  about  two  feet  from  the 
ground,  upon  which  the  fifh  is  laid, 
and  a  flow  fire  made  underneath, 
over  which  it  remains  for  feveral 
hours,  till  it  becomes  fmoke-dried, 
and  then  it  is  fit  for  eating  without 
any  further  d refling,  and  would 
keep  a  couple  of  days,  thofigh  cer¬ 
tainly  not  fo  well  flavoured  as  when 
eaten  frefli.  Some  of  the  other  forts 
of  fifli  they  boiled  in  water,  and  ate 
without  any  kind  of  fauce ;  they 


alfo  boiled  the  fea  Cray -fifh ;  but 
the  fmaller  fort  of  flid! -fifh,  and 
the  Kima  cockle,  they  ufu ally  ate 
raw,  fqueezing  only  a  little  orange 
or  lemon-juice  over  it ;  and  the 
grey  mullet  (though  they  fometimes 
boiled  it)  yet  was  more  commonly 
eaten  raw :  as  foon  as  caught,  they 
cleaned  and  crimped  it,  then  laid  It 
about  an  hour  in  the  fun  to  harden, 
by  which  time  it  was  fully  drefied  to 
their  taffe. 

“  They  had  no  fait,  nor  did  they 
make  ufe  of  fauce  or  feafoni ng  in 
any  thing  they  eat.  Their  drink 
was  as  fimple  as  their  diet :  at  their 
meals,  the  milk  of  the  cocoa-nut 
was  their  ufual  beverage ;  they  very 
feldorn  drank  water,  and  indeed  fo 
very  little  of  any  thing,  that  it  was 
a  matter  of  furprize  to  our  people, 
who  eonftantly  obferved  it ;  yet  on 
vifits,  or  occasional  rejoicings,  they 
appeared  to  reiifh  their  fweet  drink, 
and  fherbet,  which  latter  had  only 
the  addition  of  fome  juice  of  orange. 

“  They  role  in  general  at  day¬ 
light,  and  as  foon  as  they  were  up, 
both  men  and  women  went  to  bathe 
in  frefli  water  :  they  had  feparate 
bathing-places ;  and  every  man, 
whofe  bufinefs  led  him  near  thofe 
appropriated  to  the  women,  was 
obliged  to  make  fome  particular 
halloo,  which,  if  anfwered  by  a  fe¬ 
male  voice,  he  could  no-t  go  on,  but 
either  turned  another  way,  or  wait¬ 
ed  till  the  women  wno  were  bathing 
hath  left  the  water. 

“  About  eight  o’clock  was  their 
hour  of  breakfalling ;  after  which, 
if  there  was  any  council  to  be  held, 
the  king  met  his  chiefs,  and  the 
common  people  went  to  their  differ¬ 
ent  occupations ;  at  noon  they  dined; 
and  flipped  foon  after  fun-fet ;  ufu- 
ally  retiring  to  reft  two  hours  after. 
Though  this  .vas  their  common  way 
of  living,  yet  on  occafions  of  pub- 
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Ik  rejoicing,  or  feftivity,  they  would 
dance  the  greate#  part  of  the  night. 

They  had  no  method,  that  was 
obferved,  of  meafuring  time  but  by 
the  height  of  the  fun.  Their  fea- 
fons  were  divided  into  the  wet  and 
dry,  as  in  other  tropical  countries. 
They  had  feme  knowledge  of  the 
ftars,  having  names  for  feveral  of 
them,  which  they  pointed  out  to 
our  people. 

“  Every  part  of  the  Peleiv  iflands, 
that  the  Englifh  vifited,  appeared  po  ¬ 
pulous,  though  to  what  extent  of  po- 
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pulation  they  could  never  afeertain  ; 
but  probable  conjeChire  might  be 
formed,  from  Abba  Thulle  and  his 
allies  having  fent  out,  in  the  la# 
expedition  again#  Pelew,  near  four 
thouiand  men  ;•  nor  had  our  people 
reafon  to  fuppofe  but  that  there 
were  many  more  left  behind  equally 
fit  for  fervice ;  even  had  the  occa- 
(ion  required  it,  perhaps  their  num¬ 
ber  of  canoes  might  not  have  been 
adequate  to  carry  ta  battle  near  their 
ftrength. 


CUSTOMS,  MANNERS,  and  DR  ESS  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  ROSSES,  at  the  Commencement  of  the  prefent  Century. 

\ 

[From  Mr.  Walker’s  Kifio ideal  Eflay  on  the  Drefs  of  the  Ancient  and 

Modern  Irish.} 


T  TNder#andmg  that  you  would 

U  be  glad  of  any  authentic  in¬ 
formation  refpe&iiig  the  native  Irifh ; 
and,  having  heen  highly  entertained 
with  fome  curious,  anecdotes  con¬ 
cerning  the  inhabitants  of  the  iflands 
called  the  Rodes,  on  the  coa#  of 
Donegal ;  as  a  proof  of  my  regard 
for  you,  I  here  prefent  you  with 
fome  particulars  which  I  have  col¬ 
lected,  partly  from  the  perfonal  con- 
verfation,  and  partly  from  the  lite¬ 
rary  correfpondence  of  my  worthy 
friend  Mr.  — ,  of  the  county  of 

Donegal. 

u  In  the  years  1753  and  1754, 
his  brother,  then  an  eminent  attor¬ 
ney,  prevailed  on  my  friend  to  ac¬ 
company  a  perfon  employed  to  tranf- 
ad  fome  law  bufinefs  at  the  RoiTes; 
the  people  there  being  then  deemed 
lavage  and  unamenable  to  law :  and, 
accordingly,  when  they  underflood 
the  purpofe  of  the  vifit,  they  alfem* 


bled  with  determination  to  oppofe 
it  accomplifhment ;  and  the  expedi¬ 
tion  might  have  proved  both  fruit- 

lefs  and  fatal,  if  Mr.  N - ■  had 

not  been  mafter  at  once,  both  of 
their  language  and  of  his  own  tern-* 
per ;  but  by  his  prudence  and  good 
humour,  he  tempered  their  paflion  j 
while,  by  reafoning  with  them  in 
Irifh,  he  convinced  their  undemand¬ 
ing.  From  their  fubfequent  de¬ 
meanour,  it  appeared,  however,  the 
fire  which  had  heated  their  fir#  in¬ 
dignation,  had  been  kindled  by  ge¬ 
nerous  principles,  natural  to  the 
human  heart :  the  love  of  liberty, 
averiion  to  change,  and  attachment 
to  a  former  landlord. 

u  During  his  refidence  among 
them,  Mr.  N -  had  ample  op¬ 

portunities  of  obfervation,  which  he 
was  prompted  to  attend  teg  no  left 
by  neceffity,  than  by  curiofity  :  on 
their  fir#  appearance*  their  drefs  at* 

traded 
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tradted  his  notice ;  the  demands  of 
nature  forced  him  to  obferve  their 
food,  and  his  being  accuftomed  to 
elegant  accommodation  at  home, 
could  not  fail  of  exciting  aftonifli- 
ment  at  their  want  of  even  decency 
in  their  manner  of  deeping. 

“  Notwithftanding  their  high  la¬ 
titude  and  bleak  fituation,  none  of 
them  had  more  than  two  garments, 
and  thofe  of  flannel  of  their  own 
manufadhire  ;  the  men,  a  waiftcoat 
and  breeches,  the  women  a  gown 
and  petticoat :  but  there  was  no 
linen  in  common  life  among  them  ; 
neither  did  Mr.  N  — -  fee  above 
three  or  four  women  who  wore 
fhifts,  ihoes,  or  ftockings ;  nor  a 
Angle  man  with  any  more  than  a 
waiftcoat  and  breeches  on  him. 

“  Not wi thftanding  their  Teeming 
isegledl  of  their  perfons,  thofe  idand- 
ers  were  not  without  a  fpice  of  va¬ 
nity;  for  they  had  invented  dye- 
fluffs  to  diverlify  the  colours  of  their 
cloaths ;  and  their  dying  materials 
were  (all  of  them)  the  produce  of 
their  own  foil ;  the  principal  thefe 
three ;  a  kind  of  mud,  called  Mire- 
black,  made  a  very  deep  and  durable 
black ;  a  kind  of  fluff  called  Carker, 
feraped  off  the  rocks,  made  a  very 
fine  red ;  and  a  kind  of  plant  al- 
moft  the  fame  and  of  the  fame  ef- 
fe<ff  as  madder.  The  men’s  cloaths 
were  of  divers  colours ;  but  the  wo¬ 
men’s  drefs  was  regularly  uniform, 
black  gowns  with  red  petticoats  : 
but  there  was  diftindlion  obferved  in 
the  head-drefs  of  the  females.  The 
maidens  wore  the  front  part  of  their 
hair  neatly  platted  about  the  face  ; 
the  reft  hanging  down  long  behind, 
in  feparate  locks,  platted  with  hair- 
lace,  and  adorned  at  the  ends  with 
worfled  taffels  of  divers  colours  ; 
but  the  matrons  did  not  plat  their 
hair,  only  tying  it  with  a  fmall 
fixing,  below  which  they  let  it  play 
loofe  upon  their  backs. 


u  Their  ufual  fummer  diet  con- 
lifted  of  milk,  curds,  and  butter, 
with  raoft  excellent  fifh  of  feveral 
kinds ;  in  winter  they  lived  on  po¬ 
tatoes,  frill,  rabbits,  and  butter; 
fome  of  them,  but  very  few,  had  a 
little  bread,  made  of  barley  or  oat¬ 
meal  :  but,  though  fome  ufed  fait 
to  fave  their  provifion  of  fifli,  they 
had  none  with  their  ordinary  victu¬ 
als  ;  the  want  of  which,  with  the 
fcarcity  of  bread,  at  firft  made  their 
food  fo  uncomfortable  to  Mr.  N  — 
that  he  rode  feveral  miles  into  the 
neighbouring  country,  and  could 
hardly  find  a  fmall  fupply  for  mo¬ 
ney.  In  one  of  the  largeft  ifiands, 
called  Oiey,  they  ufed  to  kill  great 
numbers  of  feals,  the  flefh  of  which 
they  halted  for  winter :  and  were  fo 
fond  of  it  as  to  prefer  it  to  any  o- 
ther  kind  of  meat.  When  recon¬ 
ciled  to  Mr.  N  — — ,  and  pleafed 
with  his  affability,  they  became  very 
friendly  and  kind ;  and  there  was 
every  week  a  fheep  bought  for  him, 
which  coft  but  fix  or  fe'ven  iliillings, 
weighing  from  nine  to  eleven  pounds 
the  quarter,  as  good  mutton  as  ever 
he  ate;  which,  with  rabbits,  lob- 
fters,  crabs,  fcollops,  and  oyfters  in 
abundance,  made  every  meal  a 
feaft. 

“  Their  houfes  were  but  mere 
huts,  confiding  chiefly  of  one  room, 
with  the  fire  in  the  middle  of  it : 
but  what  furprifed  Mr.  N  - — — •  moft, 
was  theii  extraordinary  mode  of 
accommodation  for  the  night’s  re- 
pofe.  All  the  family  lay  together 
in  one  bed  ;  and,  if  any  vifitors 
came  in  the  evening,  they  too  flept 
with  them  ;  for  they  fet  no  bounds 
to  their  hofpitality.  To  provide 
lodging  for  the  whole  company,  the 
youngeft  men  were  fent  out  for 
heath  or  bent  bullies :  which  they 
fpread  acrofs  the  floor,  to  a  length 
fufflcient  for  the  number  prefent, 
and  in  breadth  about  fix  feet ;  over 

this 
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this  litter,  the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe 
laid  part  of  a  long  plaid  or  blan¬ 
ket,  on  which  the  others,  having 
ftripped  oif  their  cloaths,  lay  down 
as  fait  as  they  could ;  men  and  wo¬ 
men  together  all  naked  :  then  the 
miftrefs  having  drawn  the  reft  of 
the  blanket  over  them,  lay  down 
left  herfelf,  naked  alfo.  This  they 

call  a  thorough-bed,  and  Mr.  N  - - * 

1  was  perhaps  the  only  perfon,  who 
had  ever  before  worn  a  ftiirt  in  it. 
Yet  this  hofpitable  people,  fo  friend¬ 
ly  and  generous  to  thofe  they  knew, 
appeared  at  firft  to  ftrangers  to  be 
wild  and  fierce ;  but,  after  a  little 
acquaintance,  proved  gentle  and  hu¬ 
mane,  efpecially  to  thofe  they  were 
in  awe  of ;  for,  in  all  their  ftrnpli- 
city,  there  was  a  ftrong  mixture  of 
cunning. 

u  They  had  very  little  induftry 
among  them;  for,  fb  well  contented 
were  they  with  the  gifts  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  wherewith  thofe  iflands  are 
plentifully  fur  rounded,  they  had 
no  notion  of  any  other  neceftaries 
of  life  than  what  they  already  were 
ufed  to  ;  and  had  fcarce  a  with  be¬ 
yond  the  fupply  of  the  prefent  mo¬ 
ment  j  that  being  anfwered,  their 
only  care  was  to  provide  for  their 
landlord ;  and  to  purchafe  fpirits 
and  tobacco,  their  only  iuxury,  of 
which  they  were  all,  both  men  and 
women,  exceftlvely  fond.  In  furrs- 
mer,  therefore,  the  men  gathered 
the  wreck  of  fea-weecls,  and  burnt  it 
to  make  kelp  ;  of  which  the  land¬ 
lord,  or  his  agent,  got  as  much  as 
was  rated  equivalent  to  the  rent  ; 
and,  if  any  remained,  it  was  barter¬ 
ed  for  what  they  moft  wanted  or 
moft  deft  red  :  the  reft  of  the  year, 
the  general  and  principal  employ¬ 
ment  of  the  men  was  fifhing,  except 
what  wTas  neceftary  for  their  pota¬ 
toes  and  clothing,  or  the  repairs  of 
their  huts  and  boats,  Their  boats. 


called  curraghs,  were  oval  bafkets, 
covered  with  feal-fkms  j  and,  in  fuch 
weak  and  tottering  veftels,  they  ven¬ 
tured  fo  far  out  as  was  neceftstry,  to 
get  fifh  enough  for  their  families  z 

o  o 

but  their  fiiell-fifh  they  got  in  the 
following  manner  :  the  men  went 
to  the  rocks  with  a  hook  tied  to  the 
end  of  a  ftrong  rod ;  and  with  that 
they  pulled  from  under  the  rocks, 
as  many  crabs  and  lobfters  as  they 
wanted  ;  the  lobfters  commonly 
weighing  from  five  to  twelve  pounds 
each  :  for  fcollops  and  oyfters,  when 
the  tide  was  out,  the  young  women 
waded  into  the  fea  where  they  knew 
the  beds  of  fuch  fifh  lay;  fome  of 
them  naked  ;  others  having  ftnpped 
off  their  petticoats,  went  in  with 
their  gowns  tucked  up  about  their 
waift  ;  and,  by  armfulls,  brought  to 
fhore  whatever  number  of  fcollops 
and  oyfters  they  thought  requifite  ; 
the  fcollops  weighing  from  two  to 
four  pounds  each. 

u  When  the  weather  was  favour¬ 
able,  the  women  frequently  aftem- 
bled  in  fome  neighbouring  field, 
convenient  to  their  huts ;  .  where 
they  amufed  themfefves  with  knit¬ 
ting  and  finging  in  the  fun.  The 
oldeft,  forming  a  circular  group, 
fat  working  in  the  middle ;  round 
them,  the  reft!  in  circles,  according 
to  their  years ;  the  younger  fur¬ 
rounding  thofe  of  greater  age,  and 
finging  alternate,  and  fometimes  in 
chorus,  while  the  elder  continued 
knitting.  Their  fongs,  called  Speic- 
Seoachs,  were  recitals  of  exploits 
atchieved  by  the  giants,  and  warri¬ 
ors,  and  hunters  of  old.  Here  it 
ohvioufly  occurs  as  a  matter  of  rea- 
fOnable  enquiry,  what  became  of  all 
the  ftockings  made  by  fo  many  fo 
often  engaged  in  knitting,  though 
none  of  them  would  (themfelves) 
deign  to  wear  any  fuch  thing  ;  but, 
having  no  better  authority  to  ground 

opi- 
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opinion  upon,  we  may  fuppofe,  the 
females  difpofed  of  their  handy-work, 
as  the  men  did  of  their  overplus  of 
kelp,  as  neceffity  or  gratification  di- 
re&ed* 

44  Their  funeral  proceffions  were 
no  lefs  worthy  of  notice  than  their 
other  cuftoms.  Wrapped  in  acoarfe 
woollen  cloth,  by  them  called  Ebed, 
the  corfe  was  put  into  a  curragh, 
with  the  feet  and  legs  hanging  over 
the  flern ;  and  (with  it)  a  man  with 
a  paddle,  to  conduct  the  whole  train 
to  the  ifle  of  Aran,  where  their 
burial-ground  was :  this  curragh 
was  followed  by  that,  which  carried 
the  prieft  ;  next  him  went  the  rela¬ 
tions  of  the  deceafed,m  the  order  of 
their  proximity  in  kindred ;  and 
then  as  many  as  had  curraghs  ;  and 

of  thefe,  Mr..  N- -  faw  fixty  or 

eighty  in  a  train. 

6t  When  Mr.  N — - — returned  to 
Dublin,  it  was  necefiary  to  bring 
fome  of  the  men  with  him  from  the 
Roffles ;  and  he  found  it  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  get  them  drefled  fit  to  appear 
in  the  courts.  Yet  thefe  fame  iiland- 


ers,  fo  irreconcileable  then  to  the 
modes  of  their  civilized  countrymen, 
in  lefs  than  forty  years  became  quite 
another  kind  of  people,  totally  al¬ 
tered  in  their  carriage  and  conduct, 
their  habiliments  and  habitations, 
their  occupations  and  manner  of 
living  ;  for,  when  Mr.  N — ——  paid 
them  a  viilt,  in  1787,  he  found  them 
fo  much  improved  by  their  inter- 
courfe  with  others,  that  he  fcarce 
knew  fome  of  his  old  acquaintance  ; 
and  was  no  lefs  pleafed  than  fur- 
prifed  at  feeing  fpruce  young 
lads  fafhionably  dreffed  on  Sundays, 
in  fattin  waiftcoats  and  breeches, 
with  white  filk  {lockings,  filver  buc¬ 
kles,  and  ruffled  fhirts. 

44  In  converfation  with  an  elderly 
gentleman,  who  had  above  forty 
years  ago  made  the  tour  of  North 
Britain,  when  I  communicated  what 
I  had  learned  concerning  the  RofFes ; 
he  allured  me,  that  my  defcription 
of  thefe  idanders  is  an  exadl  picture 
of  what  he  had  feen  in  the  Scotch 
Highlands  and  the  Orkney  Iflandsfi 
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Oil  the  Dramatic  or  Ancient  Form  of  HISTORICAL, 

COMPOSITION. 

[From  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh.] 


“  IN  comparing  ancient  with  mo- 
JL  dern  hiftorians,  we  meet  with 
one  remarkable  circumftance  in 
which  they  differ.  The  ancient 
hiftorians  are  dramatic,  the  modern 
narrative.  The  ancients  exhibit 
eminent  perfons  delivering  long 
fpeeches,  adorned,  as  the  occafion 
may  require,  with  all  the  graces 
and  force  of  eloquence.  This  is 
feldom  done  by  the  moderns.  If 
it  is  ever  neceflary  to  give  an  ac¬ 
count  of  what  may  have  been  deli¬ 
vered  on  an  intetefting  fubject  by  an 
Eminent  fpeaker,  they  tell  us,  ex¬ 
cepting  in  fuch  works  as  mav  be  ac- 
oimted  tranflations,  or  in  inch  hif- 
rories,  as  thofe  of  Buchannan  and 
Guicciardini,  written  manifeftly  af- 
:er  the  models  of  antiquity,  that  he 
made  life  of  fuch  or  fuch  arguments ; 
mid,  adhering  ftrifUy  to  the  narrative 
form,  thev  never  venture  on  the  bold- 
•r  tafk  of  difplaying  him  in  his  own 
>erfon  delivering  a  long  oration. 

u  I.  It  is  probable,  however,  that 
he  ear] i eft  ancient  hiftorians  were 
hot  induced  to  a  practice  fo  peculiar 
bo  themfelves  by  critical  conftdera- 
lons.  They  adopted  it  without  any 
leafoning  about  its  advantages. 
iLhey  could  ftate  no  comparifon  be- 
ween  it  and  any  other  form  of  hif- 
|  1788- 


torical  compofition.  They  knew  no 
Other,  and  were  led  to  it,  both  in 
its  beginnings  and  continuation,  by 
the  particular  fituation  and  circum- 
ftances  in  which  they  were  placed. 
This  may  be  illuftrated  by  a  few  re¬ 
marks.  The  eariieft  hiftorians  were 
mere  narrators  of  faffs.  They  were 
not  very  anxious  either  about  in- 
veftigating  caufes  or  tracing  effeffs. 
If  they  were  deftrous  of  inftruffing 
their  readers  or  hearers,  (for  the 
eariieft  hiftories  were  often  recited 
to  a  numerous  audience),  they  were 
no  lefs  deftrous  of  amuftng  them. 
In  fuch  compofitions,  therefore,  they 
were  led  to  imitate  converfation. 
Their  hiftories  were,  in  truth,  no 
other  than  oral  narratives  and  {lo¬ 
ries  committed  to  writing.  But,  in 
converfation,  the  narrator  of  an  in- 
tereftinv  ftory  becomes  animated  in 

o  * 

his  narrative  ;  and  if,  like  the  an¬ 
cient  Greeks,  he  poflefs  fenfibility, 
the  fpirit  exhibited  in  his  ftory  will 
be  proportioned  to  the  vivacity  of 
his  feelings.  Lively  feelings,  how- 
over,  lead  perfons,  in  relating  or 
defcribing  the  actions  or  conduct  of 
others,  to  become  dramatic;  that 
is,  to  tell  us  the  very  words  or  lay¬ 
ings  of  the  perfon  they  defcribe ; 
and  not  only  fo,  but  to  recite  them 

F  as 
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as  if  be  himfelf  were  the  fpeaker. 
Now  this-  animated  mode  is  imitated 
bv  the-  earbeft  writers  who-  defcribe 
Ini  man  aftions.  1  hey  do  fo  at 
firft,  bccaufe  it  is  done  in  conver- 
fation  ;  they  continue  the  practice, 
becaufe  it  is  lively  and  interefling. 
As,  in  converfation,  the  fpeeches  or 
hayings  attributed  to  the  peri  bn 
whofe;  condud't  was  delineated*  were 
fhort ;  they  were  alfo  fhort  m  the 
earlieff,  and  perhaps  moft  agreeable 
form  of  written  in (forv.  .Of  this, 
the  faced  hiflorians-  and  Herodotus 
afford  us  fuilicicnt  proof,  it  was 
not  t ill  after  h  i  ft o ideal  co ropoilt  i  c n 
had  been  fame  time  in  ute,  that  it 
prefented  to  us  long  fpeeches  and 
elaborate  declamation.  Its  earlier 
Fpecies,  therefore,  may  be  termed 
•olloqural,  as  diffinguiflied  from  that 
which,  belonging  to.  the  dais  of  dra¬ 
matic  hiflory,  followed  Foon  after, 
and  may  be  termed  oratorial.  Per¬ 
haps  there  was  an  intermediate  Hep, 
Poets  Were  earlier  than  hiilori.aris ; 
and,  in  their  reprefentatious  of  hu¬ 
man  adciorfs,  were,  for  the  reafons 
above  mentioned,  c  olloquial  and  dra¬ 
matic.  Such  are  the  poems  of  Ho¬ 
mer.  The  prop.enfity,  therefore, 
which  early  hiflorians  had  to  a  flu  me 
the  dramatic  form  was,  by  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  their  predeeeffors,  both  juffi- 
fled  and  enforced.  Hiflorians,  from 
imitating  converfation,  came  to  imi¬ 
tate  public  Fpeaking,  and  became 
oratorial.  This  change,  however, 
was  not  merely  an  extenfion,  fo  to 
iky,  of  the  preceding  method.  It 
was-  produced  by  other  caufes.  T  he 
earlieff  ancient  hifforirns  were  na¬ 
tives,  or  recorded  the  deeds  and  re¬ 
volutions  of  independent  republics. 
,  Lu  the  hates,  public  fpeaking  was 
very  generally  pradlifed,  and  was 
often  the  caule  of  important  events. 
The  war  between  Athens  and  Phi¬ 
lip,  promoted  by  the  orate  rial  pow¬ 


ers  of  Demoffhenes  ;  and  the  flight 
of  Catiline  from  Rome,  occafioned 
bv  the  eloquence  of  Cicero,  are  il- 
luflrious  proofs.  But  not  only  did. 
fpeec  hes,  delivered  in  legiflative  or 
deliberative  affemblies,  in  the  ferrate 
or  in  the.  forum,  produce  important 
effects  ;  other  fpeeches,  funeral  ora¬ 
tions  and  allocutions,  were  fome- 
times  followed  bv  very  fignal  confe- 
quences.  Ancient  hiflorians,  there-- 
fore,  were  obliged  to  give  us  an  ac¬ 
count  of  fuch  fpeecbet;  and,  havings 
before  them  the  example  of  poets 
and  very  early  hiflorians,  they  a— 
dopted  their  methods  They  had 
alio  fome  other  inducements.  In 
the  prog  refs  of  improvement,  the 
art  of  public  fpeaking  came  to  be 
highly  cultivated.  Rhetorical  tar- 
lenta  conferred  great  reputation, 
and  the  Ifuclv  of  oratory  became  u- 

*  u 

niverfa'L  It  is  not  furprilmg,  there¬ 
fore,  that  hiflorians  fhould  embrace 
fuch  obvious  opportunities  as  theii 
fu  Injects  afforded  them,  of  difplay- 
ing  their  abilities  in  a  fpecies  of  com-; 
position  fo  much  efteemed.  It  ha: 
been  remarked,  that  fymptoms.  o 
this  pailion  for  oratory,  fo  prevalen 
in  Greece  and  Rome,  may  be  dit 
covered,  even  in  fome  of  their  poets 
Such  was  the  origin,  and  fuch  tin. 
different  kinds  of  dramatic  or  rhe 
torical  hiftory. 

“  II.  It  is  obvious,  that,  fo  fa 
as  amufement  is  concerned,.,  the  me 
thod  pradtifed  by  Livy,  Thucydides - 
and  other  ancient  hiflorians,  lie : 
great  advantages.  It  is  a  livelie 
method.  It  brings  us,  as  it  were 
to  the  very  feene  of  abtion.  W. 
are  witneffes  of  the  a  very  deed  ; ' 
we  are  prefent  in  the  fenate,  in  tin 
forum,  or  on  the  field  of  batth 
Nor  is  this  effedt  wonderful ;  fc 
hiflorians,-  by  adopting  the  dramo 
tic  method,  have  an  opportunity  ( 
diverfifying  their  labours,  not  on! 


Ancient  Form  of  HISTORICAL  COMPOSITION.  [g3j 


with  the  ornaments,  but  with  the 
impetuofity  of  rhetorical  didion. 
Some  of  the  fpeeches  in  Livy  are  as 
animated  and  defcriptive  as  the 
pleadings  of  Cicero.  _  The  advan¬ 
tages  of  the  rhetorical  form,  in 
point  of  vivacity  and  amufement, 
are  particularly  manifed,  when  an 
hidorian,  in  relating  an  important 
event,  has  occafion  to  explain  the 
Hate  of  parties,  with  the  particular 
views  and  intentions  of  fuch  lead¬ 
ing  men,  especially  in  civil  d'iflen- 
fions,  as  may  have  oppoiite  inter- 
efts.  Such  detail  in  modern  hiifory 
becomes  often  very  tedious  and  itn- 

J 

engaging,  though  it  may  have  coil 
the  writer  much  laborious  refearch, 
and  may  be  in  itfelf  important ;  yet 
the  reader  very  frequently  tires,  and 
counts  the  pages.  How  much  more 
intereffiiig  is  it,  when  this  informa¬ 
tion  is  conveyed  to  us  indiredlv,  in 
an  eloquent  fpeech,  and  with  all  the 
■graces  of  rhetorical  expreffion !  It 
was  necedary  for  Thucydides  to  in¬ 
form  his  reader,  that  the  Hate  of 
Athens  was  accrued  by  their  neigh¬ 
bours  of  depredation,  and  to  let  be¬ 
fore  him  the  various  interefrs,  views, 
or  condit  ion  of  tlibfe  Grecian  repub¬ 
lics  that  entered  early  into  the  Pelo- 

.  j 

ponnefian  war ;  and  this  he  does 
in  the  mdft  agreeable  manner,  in 
the  fpeeches  he  attributes  to  ambaf- 
fadors,  or  other  perlons  in  high  of¬ 
fice,  among  the  Spartans,  Corinthi¬ 
ans,  and  Athenians.  How  diftind- 
ly,  and  with  how  much  fpirit  does 
Livy  fet  before  us  the  different 
rights,  powers,  and  pretenflons  of 
the  patricians  and  plebeians  at  Rome, 
in  the  orations  of  Appius  and  Ca- 
nuleius  !  Add  to  ail  this,  that  the 
dramatic  method  gives  us  an  inter- 
cftifig  difplay  of  charader.  Who  is 
not  more  ftruck  with  the  character 
of  a  Lacedaemonian,  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  fpeech  attributed  to  Sthenelaidas, 


than  if  it  were  defcribed  in  a  more 
dired,  and  even  in  a  rriore  fubdarv- 
ftial  narrative  !  The  Corinthian 
amb  uTadors  at  Lacedaemon  had  re- 
prefented,  that  the  prevailing  pow¬ 
er  of  Athens  had  rendered  it  necef- 
fary  for  the  Spartaiis  to  iriterpofe. 
The  Athenian  ambafladdfs,  then 
prefent,  reply  to  them  in  a  long  ha¬ 
rangue  :  they  \Hfh  to  hinder  the 
Lacedaemonians  from  entering  im¬ 
mediately  into  hoftile  meafures  ; 
and  take  otcafion  to  magnify  and 
ehumerate  the  mighty  deeds  of  the 
Athenians,  their  power,)  arid  the 
fervices  they  had  done  to  the  Greeks, 
Thereupon  Sthenelaidas  tells  them, 
44  I  really  do  not  u-nderdand  the 
44  long  harangue  of  the  Athenians. 
44  They  expatiate  in  their  own 
44  praifes ;  but  fay  not  a  firigle  word 
44  about  the  wrongs  they  have  done 
44  to  our  allies,  and  to  Peloponne- 
44  fus.  If  they  behaved  well  on  a 
44  former  occafion  againd  the  Medes, 
44  they  behave  ill  at  prefent,  and 
44  deferve  the  feverer  correction, 
44  that,  having  known  and  pradifed 
44  what  is  right,  they  are  now  ad- 
44  elided  to  evil.  Tut  our  conduct 
44  has,  at  all  times,  been  uniform  ; 
*44  and,  if  we  ad  properly  at  pre- 
44  fent,  we  fh aid  neither  negled  the 
44  wrongs  buffered  by  our  friends, 
44  nor  delay  to  afBfr  them ;  for,  in 
44  their  fufferings,  there  is  neither 
44  delay  nor  refpite.  Other  Hates 
44  may  have  money,  and  fhips*  and 
44  horfes;  but  we  have  good  friends, 
44  whom  we  mud  not  abandon  to 
44  the  Athenians.  Nor  is  there  any 
44  need  for  enquiries,  or  difcufSons 
44  in  words  ;  it  is  not  by  words 
44  aloile  that  we  and  our  friends 
44  are  injured.  Forthwith,  and 
44  with  all  our  might,  we  mud  give 
44  them  aid.  -Nor  let  any  one  tell 
44  us,  when  We  fuffer  injury,  that 
44  we  ought  to  idled  and  "deliberate. 

Fz  *4  It 
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“  It  is  the  bufinefs  of  thofe  who 
44  meditate  injury  to  reflect.  There- 
44  fore,  Lacedaemonians,  let  us  a<ft 
44  confidently  with  the  dignity  of 
44  Sparta:  let  11s  refblve  on  war; 
44  nor  allow  the  Athenians  to  be- 
44  come  too  powerful,  nor  differ  our 
44  allies  to  be  opprdled  ;  but,  con- 
44  fident  in  the  favour  of  Heaven,  let 
44  us  take  up  arms  againft  the  guil- 
44  ty.” 

44  III.  Since,  therefore,  the  dra¬ 
matic  form  has  fo  many  advantages ; 
fince;  it  animates  a  narrative  ;  gives 
an  opportunity  to  the  hiftoyian  of 
borrowing  aiftftance  from  the  graces 
of  eloquence  ;  imparts  fpirit  to  de¬ 
tails,  otherwife  uiiengaging  ;  and 
gives  an  interfiling  difplay  of  cha- 
radfer;.  why  fhould  it  be  given  up 
by  the  moderns  ?  Do  they  acknow¬ 
ledge  themfelves  more  deftitute  of 
fancy fenlibilfty,  and  powers  of  elo¬ 
quent  diction  than  Saliuft  or  Taci¬ 
tus  ?  Other  re  a  lbns  have  been  af- 
ftgftrd,  and  they  deferve  to  be  exa¬ 
mined. 

T  Truth,”  it  may  belaid,  44  is 
44  the.  foundation  of  hhiory.  An 
W  hiffomu  mnft-  gfye  a  faithful  ac- 
T  count  of  faffs,  cite  he  is  po  lift* 
y  ror-ian  ;  Levis.  ,a  nq-velift,  atelier 
/■“  of  tales,  a  romance- wa  iter,  and 
14  and  that  of  the  wqrft  kind  ;  dor 
ft  he  would  i m pole  upon  us  as;  ao~ 
‘4  turd  truth,  what  is  even  deftitute 
.ft  of  probability.  Now,: as  it  is  not 
u  probable,  that  the  fpeeches  a- 
u  feribed  by  ancient,  hiftorians,  to 
•ft  Sw  great  periuns  of  whom  they 
14  write,  were  ever  delivered  by 
'4  them  in  the  very  form  their,  jhif- 

torians  have  given  them,  they 
44  are  guilty  of  deviation  from  truth,. 

and  incur  the  cenfure  we  have 
41  exprefied.  Though  Caftar  and 
“■  Cato  might  have  delivered  fuch 
“  orations  as  Saliuft  has  aferibed  to 
44  them,  it  is  not  very  likely  that 
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44  Gal  gams  and  Coriolanus  ftiould 
44  have  delivered  the  long  lpeeches 
44  attributed  to  them  by  Tacitus 
44  and  Dionyftus.  The  Romans  and 
44  Caledonians,  at  the  period  when 
44  thefe  men  appeared,  were  illite- 
•4  rate  and  unimproved.  The  prac- 
44  tice  fee  ms  to  have  arifen  among 
44  the  loquacious  Greeks,  and  to 
44  have  been  copied  by  the  ionta- 
44  tive  Romans.  It  is,  as  was  men- 
44  tioned,  a  manifeft  violation  ol 
44  truth  ;  and  if  an  hiflorian,  in  any 
•  44  cafe  whatfoever,  appears  regard- 
,44  lefs  of  veracity,  how  can  we  de- 
44  pend  upon  him  on  other  o.cca- 
44  lions  ?  He  impairs  his  ow$»  cre- 
44  hit,  and  the  whole  of  his  evidence 
44  becomes  iiifpedted.  Therefor^, 
44  according  to  this  view  of  the  mat- 
44  ter,  the  felf-cienial  of  modern  hif- 
44  torians  does  them  great  honour. 
44  Rather  than  trefpais  againft  the 
44  truth,  and  weaken  the  force  of 
44  their  evidence  in  matters  fo  high- 
44  ly  important,  as  the  knowledge 
44  of  paft  events,  they  deny  them- 
44  Tehees  all  the  ornaments  they^ 
f“  might  derive  from,  tjfe  difplay  of 

-eloquence  ;  aird,  with  ;a  manly 
_44.  conicioufnels  qf.  the  dignity  con- 
44  'forced  by  their  great  office,  they 
•4  defpife  the  praile  of  rhetorical  in- 
. 44  genuity.”  - 

44  This  argument-  .Teems  very 
weighty.  I  fhall,  therefore,  coil- 
.  iitjier,  in  the  firft  place,  how  far  the 
,  d-ramatic  form  may  be :  called  a  de¬ 
viation  from  truth,  or  probal  ility 
■  and,  adly,  fuppoftngit  to  be  fo,  whe¬ 
ther  the  ieverity  of  ; the  -rule-  ha,s  not 
been  relaxed  in  other  particulars  of 
higher  moment,  both  by  ancient 
and  modern  hiftorians,  but  without 
del  tim  ing,  or  even  weakening  their 
credit. 

44  1.  'How,  far,  then,  may  the 
dramatic  form  be.  conftdered  as  a 
deviation  from  truth  or  probabilitv  ? 

Were 
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Were  there  no  public  fpeakers  in 
Greece  or  in  Rome  ?  In  the  deli¬ 
berations  of  Athenians  and  Romans, 
’‘concerning  affairs  of  the  laid  impoit- 
..ance,  were  there  no  public  orators  ? 
Were  there  no  funeral  harangues  ? 
And  were  there  no  allocutions  ? 
\V  as  it  not  cuidomary  for  a  com¬ 
mander,  about  to  engage  in  battle, 
to  affemble  his  army,  and  pronounce 
in  their  hearing,  fuch  animated 
Speeches  as  tended  to  roufe  and  pre¬ 
serve  their  fpirit  ?  Did  not  am- 
bafladors  pronounce  elaborate  ora¬ 
tions?  When  the  Iordans  folicited 
afliidance  from  the  Greeks  againfl 
the  Perfians,  are  we  not  told  by  He- 
rodotus,  that  Pithermus,  deputed  for' 
that  purpofe,  arrayed  himfelf  in 
purple,  and  delivered  an  eloquent 
oration  to  the  people  of  Lacedae¬ 
mon  ?  Amhaffadors  among  the 
Romans  were  originally  termed 
pleaders  ;  they  are  fo  termed  by 
Virgil,  who  never,  fo  far  as  I  know, 
deviates  from  the  truth  of  nature  in 
his  delineation  of  manners.  And 
Ilioneus,  who  feems  to  have  been 
the  chief  fpeaker  among  the  Tro¬ 
jans,  delivers  himfelf  with  great 
eloquence  both  at  Carthage  and  to 
king  Latinus.  Or  can  we  fuppofe, 
that  thofe  fpeeches,  delivered  fo  fre¬ 
quently,  and  on  fo  many  occafions, 
had  nor  very  powerful  effects  in  the 
great  interefh  of  republican  ftates  ? 
Thefe  are  fabts  which  cannot  be 
denied.  If  fo,  they  ought  certainly 
to  be  recorded.  But  are  they  to  be 
recorded  in  the  very  general  man¬ 
ner  now  mentioned  ?  Is  the  liifto- 
rian  to  do  no  more  than  fimplv  tell 
us,  that  certain  perfons,  upon  cer¬ 
tain  occafions,  delivered  fpeeches, 
on  one  fide  or  other,  in  fome  mo¬ 
mentous  debate  ?  A  reader,  enter¬ 
ing  with  fpirit  into  the  narrative, 
would  be  defrous  of  knowing  what 
arguments  were  employed  \  for  if 


an  effebt,  worthy  of  being  tranf- 
milted  to  poflerity,  was  produced 
by  Inch  fpeeches,  the  arguments  they 
contained  were,  without  doubt,  its 
efficient  caule.  Therefore,  if  they 
are  known,  a  faithful  and  intelli¬ 
gent  writer  will  be  very  loth  to 
fupprefs  them,  otherwife  he  becomes 
unfaithful.  The  hifforian,  then, 
mult  give  us  an  account  of  fpeakers, 
and  of  fpeeches,  and  of  the  argu¬ 
ments  which  they  contain ;  but 
muff  he  proceed  no  farther  ?  The 
rigid  fe verity  of  modern  criticifm, 
and  the  laudable  love  of  truth,  fo 
peculiar  to  the  moderns,  pronounce 
ail  inviolable  prohibition.  He  muff 
not  pretend  to  tell  us,  nor  even  to 
eon iebt lire  the  method  or  arrange¬ 
ment  obferved  by  the  fpeaker,  and 
much  lefs  the  words  of  the  fpeech. 
It  is,  then,  about  the  mere  words 
of  the  fpeaker,  or  perhaps  his  me¬ 
thod,  that  there  is  any  difpute ; 
and  all  the  charge  brought  againft 
ancient  hiflorians,  amounts  to  no 
more  than  that  they  alter  the  ex- 
preffion,  and  give  the  arguments  of 
a  fpeaker  in  the  flrfb  perfon,  rather 
than  in  the  third.  If  they  had  done, 
as  has  been  prabtifed  in  fome  hifhV 
ries  of  England  ;  if  they  had  told 
us,  that  fome  peer  or  com¬ 
moner  had  fa  id,  that  fuch  and  fuch 
were  his  views  and  conclufions, 
there  would  have  been  no  tranfgref- 
fion  ;  and  Livy  and  Thucydides  are 
no  otherwife  blamed  than  for  ex¬ 
hibiting  their  fpeakers  in  the  fir  ft 
perfon  :  yet,  furely,  the  faithful  hif- 
torian  is  a  recorder  of  fabts  rather 
than  of  words.  Herodotus,  in  one 
inftance,  has  done  the  very  thing 
which  this  criticifm  requires.  He 
has  given  us  the  inelegant,  though 
figurative  language,  fpoken  by  fome 
Perfian  ambafladors  at  the  court  of 
a  Macedonian  prince  ;  and  has  ac¬ 
cordingly  incurred  the  juft,  but  re- 
F  3  lu Rant 
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inffant  blame  of  Longinus.  Or 
would  you  have  a  modern  hi ftorj an, 
in  giving  an  account  of  the/fpeec  hes 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  give  us 
the  Irifj)  of  one,  the  broad  Scotch 
of  another,  or  v  dear  Eng]  ill  i  of  a 
third  ?  Or,  in  telling  us  the  con- 
verf.it ion  of  fome  foreign  minifter, 
ignorant  of  the  Englifh  tongue, 
would  you  have  him  deliver  it  in 
the  original  German  or  Dutch  ? 
In  fuch  caies  we  make  ufe  of  tranf- 
latiop.  Yet  the  idioms  of  modern 
European  languages  are  fo  different 
from  one  another,  that  we  ihsll  find 
if,  on  many  cccafions,  utterly  im- 
poffibie  to  give  a  literal  tranflation 
of  the  very  words,  We  muff  have 
recomfe  to  circumlocution,  and  to 
fuch  metaphorical  expreflions,  as 
prefent  very  different  images  from 
thofe  of  the  original.  Helvetins 
'has  been  charged,  and  I  think  net 
unjuffly,  with  having  offered  to  the 
public,  as  an  original  poem,  a  tranf¬ 
lation  of  the  firfl  feene  of  Elfrida  ; 
yet  the  difference  between  the  two 
performances  is  much  greater  than 
that  between  prefenting  the  vie\ys 
and  arguments  of  a  puclic  fpeaker, 
as- delivered  by  himfclf,  or  as  re¬ 
lated  by  an  hifforian.  Add  to  all 
this,  that  there  can  he  no  violation 
of  veracity,  when  there  is  no  inten¬ 
tion  of  deceiving,  much  Ids  when 
the  reader  is  warned  of  his  danger, 
and,  in  the  very  manner  in  which 
fpeeches  are  introduced,  is  guarded 
by  the  writer  himfejf  3gainff  impo¬ 
sition.  T acitus  introduces  the  fpeech 
of  Galgacus  and  with  words  44  ir 
64  lmnc  mod u m  iocutus  fertur,”  ‘f  is 
u  Faid  to  have  harangued  after  the 
“  following  manner and  the 
fpeech  of  Agricola,  with  44  ita  dif- 
t6  ieruit,”  44  thought  proper  thus 
44  to  addrefs  them.”  Thucydides 
prefixes  to  a  fpeech  by  the  Corin¬ 
thian  ambafladors,  44  YttoiI 
it  they  (poke  inch  things;5’  and 
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to  that  of  Sfhenelaidas,  4S-iX=|« 
44  Toiq  44  he  fpok© 

44  to  the  Lacedaemonians  in  thi% 
44  manner.”  SallufEs  introduc¬ 
tion  to  the  fpeech  of  Cadar  is  of 
the  fame  kind  ;  and  the  fame  oh~ 
fervation  may  be  illuftrated  in  a 
variety  of  psflages  in  Livy.  To 
what  has  been  offered  on  this  head, 
I  fliall  add  the  following  advice, 
from  Lucian,  a  writer  of  confider- 
able  judgment,  and  who  treated  fa¬ 
bulous  hifforv  with  very  little  in¬ 
dulgence.  44  When  it  is  neceffary 
44  to  make  any  one  fpeak,  you  mud 
44  take  care  to  let  him  fay  nothing 
44  but  what  is  Lu  it  able  to  the  perforu 
44  and  to  whcU  he  i peaks  about,  and 
44  let  every  thing  be  clear  and  in? 
44  intelligible  :  hereby  indeed,  you 
44  may  be  permitted  Jp  play  the  o- 
44  rator,  and  fhew  tlie  power  of  elo- 
44  quence.” 

44  Upon  the  whole,-  therefore,  of 
this  argument,  I  have  little  difficul¬ 
ty  in  concluding,  that  the  charge  of 
deviation  from  truth,  in  the  drama¬ 
tic  form  of  hiftoricaJ  compcfition,  is 
ill-founded,  or  admits  of  great  pal¬ 
liation. 

44  ?. .  But,  fuppofing  the  cafe  were 
ptherwife,  44  Has  not  th-e  ffridt  rule 
44  of  veracity  been  relaxed  in  other 
44  particulars  of  higher  moment, 
44  both  by  ancient  and  modern  hif- 
44  torians,  without  deflroying  or 
44  even  weakening  their  credit 
And,  if  fo,  why  may  not  fome  in¬ 
dulgence  be  fhewn  to  thofe  writers 
who  would  enliven  the  detail  of 
faffs  with  the  fpirit  of  oratorjal  lap- 
guage  ? 

44  Hiftoriaiw,  very  frequently,  not 
only  record  faffs  and  events,  but 
endeavour  to  trace  and  explain  their 
caufes.  The  caufes,  however,  of 
great  events  often  lie  in  the  human 
mind  ;  in  the  paffions  and  judg¬ 
ments  of  powerful  men.  It  thus 
becomes  necdlary  to  invdf igate .  mo- 

lives 
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lives,  deteCt  inclinations,  and  ex¬ 
plore  the  labyrinths  of  the  human 
heart.  How  difficult  a  talk  !  How 
difficult,  on  many  occasions,  to 
difcover  the  motives  of  our  own 
conduct  !  How  difficult  to  afcertain 
the  principles  of  aCtion  that  indi¬ 
cate  thofe  perfons  with  whom  we 
are  daily  converfant !  How  much 
more  difficult  to  afcertain  the  mo¬ 
tives  of  men  who  lived  many  cen¬ 
turies  ago,  and  with  whofe  private 
or  peculiar  habits  we  are  little  ac¬ 
quainted  !  Every  inveffigation  of 
this  lort  muff  be  attended-  with  un¬ 
certainty,  Yet  hiflorians  have,  in 

f' 

this  relpeCt,  been  undaunted.  They 
have  proceeded  boldly  in  unfolding 
the  mazes  of  the  human  heart,  in 
delineating  characters,  and  in  ex- 
plaining  great  revolutions  by  the 
pillions,  defires,  or  interefis  of  fa¬ 
mous  men.  In  fome  cafes,  motives 
are  very  obvious.  When  Thucy¬ 
dides  tells  us,  that  the  Lacedaemo¬ 
nians  entered  into  the  Peloponnefian 
war,  not  fo  much  to  protect  the 
other  Grecian  fiates,  as  to  hinder 
Athens  from  growing  powerful,  we 
a  dent  very  readily  to  his  opin  ion. 
In  like  manner,  when  a  modern  hif- 
torian,  of  uncommon  elegance,  in¬ 
forms  us,  in  his  hiftory  of  America, 
that  44  Pizarro,  intoxicated  with  the 
-f4  fuccefs  which  had  hitherto  accom- 
44  panied  his  arms,  and  elated  with 
44  having  again  near  a  thoufand 
44  men  under  his  command,  refuted 
A  to  lilten  to  any  terms  we  give 
eafy  credit  to  his  account.  At  the 
fame  time,  the  only  fact,  of  which 
we  have  fufficient  evidence,  is,  that 
Pizarro  refufed  to  Jifien  to  any 
terms.  The  motives  alledged,  though 
probable,  are  fuggefied  by  conjec¬ 
ture.  The  fame  obfervation  is  more 
fully  illuftrated  in  the  following 
paffiage  from  Middleton’s  Life  of 
Lice  to,  tganfiated  almofi  literally 


from  Dio  Caffius.  44  Julius  Caff.  r 
44  alfo  was  .  a  zealous'  promoter  or 
44  this  law,  from  a  different  motive 
44  than  the  love  either  of  Pompev  or 
44  of  the  republic.  His  defign  was 
44  to  recommend  himfelf  by  it  to 
44  the  people,  whole  favour,  he  fore* 
44  five,  would  be  of  moreufe  to  him 
44  than  the  fenate’s,  and  to  caft  a 
44  frefli  load  of  envy  on  Pompeyy 
44  which,  by  fome  accident,  might 
44  be  improved  afterwards  to  his 
44  hurt;  but  his  chief  view  was,  to 
44  make  the  precedent  familiar,  that 
44  whatever  ufe  Pompev  might  make 
44  of  it,  he  himfelf  might  ope  day 
44  make  a  bad  one.” 

Had  this  hillorian  been  C shark  fa- 
ther-confefior,  he  could  not  have 
been  more  intimately  acquainted 
with  hjs  intentions  and  inclinations. 
Add  to  thefe  ill uftrat ions,  the  vari¬ 
ous  accounts  given  us  by  different 
hiflorians,  of  the  motives  that  inflr# 
enced  Luther  in  calling  off  his  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  pope  of  Rome.  By 
fome,  he  is  reprefented  as  being  ?X  ; 
tuated  folely  by  the  love  of  truth  , 
and,  according  to  others,  by  refent- 
ment.  In  thefe,  and  a  variety  of 
other  infiances,  yre  fee  hiftarians  of 
the  higheft  reputations  advancing 
their  own  opinions  and  conjectures* 
as  matters  of  faCt.  This  practice, 
indeed,  is  much  more  common,  and 
more  imrefirained  among  modern 
than  among  ancient  writers,  and  is 
ufually  corifider.ed  as  a  great  im¬ 
provement  in  hifiorical  compofitiorP 
It  is  for  this,  more  than  for  any 
thing  eife,  that  Tacjtus  is  fo.much 
an  opjeCt  of  adoration.  Yet  this 
praCtice,  fo  very  fafhionatle  at  pre- 
lent,  often  leads  an  hiftorian  into 
more  flagrant  violations  of  truth, 
and  into  bolder  afiumptions,  than 
if  he  pretended  to  give  us  the  lan¬ 
guage  ffpoken  by  fome  famous  fpeak- 
er.  The  dramatic  hiftorian  aferibes 

t# 
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to  his  illuftrious  perfons,  probable 
words  and  phrafes.  The  narrative 
hiftorian,  with  intrepid  boldnefs, 
afcribes  to  them  probable  motives, 
paffions,  and  inclinations.  The  firft 
indulges  conjecture  in  thofe  things 
merely  that  are  external,  and  that 
regard  the  form  and  manner.  The 
fecond  is  indulgent  to  himfelf  in 
thofe  that  are  material  and  internal, 
and  advances,  as  fadts,  his  own 
guefles  concerning  the  moft  delicate 
fprings  of  adtion.  Since,  therefore, 
the  ftribf  rule  of  veracity  is  tranf- 
grefled  in  this  particular,  with  fo 
much  applaufe,  why,  in  an  inftance 
of  lefs  importance,  and  when  the 
tranfgreffion  would  be  attended  with 
advantages  of  another  kind,  may 
not  criticifrn  abate  fome  of  its  ri¬ 
gour  ?  Nay,  in.  comparing  what 
was  formerly  faid  with  what  has 
now  been  obferved,  the  dramatic 
hiftorian  feems  to  have  the  higher 
title  to  this  indulgence,  that  he 
feems,  in  truth,  to  be  the  more 
faithful  writer  of  the  two.  The 
narrative  hiftorian  gives  you  his 
fadls  and  conjectures  mingled  toge¬ 
ther,  and  with  equal  authority  ;  fo 
that  it  requires  more  patience  and 
difcernment  than  belong  to  a  great 
many  readers,  to  diftinguifh  what 
ought  to  be  received  with  immedi¬ 
ate  belief,  from  thofe  things  that 
depend  for  their  evidence  on  the 
conjectural  judgment  of  the  the  nar¬ 
rator.  Hiftorians  of  another  kind, 
(and  this,  in  general,  is  the  practice 
of  Xenophon  arid  Livy),  give  you 
their  facts  and  their  conjectures  a- 
part.  .  Their  fads  conftitute  the 
narrative,  and  their  views  of  cha¬ 
racters  and  motives  are  thrown  into 
thofe  fpeeches,  which,  as  we  have 
leen,  are  not  offered  by  the  writers 
themfelves  as  of  equal  authority  with 
their  relation  of  external  events. 

“  I  have  thus  endeavoured  to 
point  out  the  caufe  of  the  difference, 
8 


ftated  at  the  beginning  of  this  dif- 
courfe,  between  the  ancient  and 
modern  form  of  hiftoricai  cbmpofi- 
tion,  and  have  fuggefted  fome  con- 
fiderations  by  which  the  praCfice  of 
antiquity  may  be  juftified.  The 
fame  confiderations  do  not  extend  to 
the  hiftory  of  modern  European 
nations ;  for  the  praCfice  could  not 
be  fupported  by  the  fame  views  of 
probability.  In  the  revolutions  of 
modern  nations,  public  fpeaking  has 
been  of  little  importance.  We  have 
not  now  any  funeral  orations  for 
political  purpofes  ;  other  circum- 
ftances  of  military  difcipline  have 
fuperfeded  the  ufe  of  allocution  ; 
our  ambaffadors  have  little  occafion 
for  rhetorical  powers  ;  and  we  may 
add,  that  the  deliberations  of  the 
Britifh  parliament  are  not  much  in¬ 
fluenced  by  the  oratory  of  even  the 
moft  eloquent  fpeakers.  We  may 
alfo  obferve,  that  the  objeCf  of  mo¬ 
dern  hiftorians  feems  a  good  deal 
different  from  that  of  the  ancient: 
they  are  become  more  philofophical ; 
they  difcover  more  accuracy  in  ex¬ 
plaining  caufes,  and  more  penetra- 
tation  in  deducing;  effeCts.  Oratory 
was  the  faftiion  in  ancient  times ; 
philofophy  is  the  faftiion  at  prefent. 
The  ancient  hiftorian  was  often  de- 
firous  of  exciting  fympathetic  feeb 
ings,  and  of  plealing  the  fancy  ;  the 
modern  hiftorian  is  chiefly  deftrons 
of  informing  the  underftanding. 
Both  methods  are  liable  to  perver- 
flon.  The  ancient  hiftorian  was 
tempted  to  go  too  far  in  queft  of 
rhetorical  embeftiftiment ;  the  mo¬ 
dern  may  be  equally  milled  by  the 
love  of  philofophical  theory.  Great 
would  be  the  merit  of  that  writei 
who  could  unite  the  elegant  graces 
of  the  ancient  hiftorian,  particularly 
of  the  colloquial  kind,  with  the  ac¬ 
curate  refearch  and  comprehend ve 
difcernment  of  the  modern.” 

Pb' 
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4  4  H  AT  J ohnfon  *s  fty le  i  s  ob  - 

feu  re,  the  teftimony  of  all 
unlearned  readers  abundantly  con¬ 
firms  :  and  from  the  fame  authority 
the  caufe  may  be  Hated  to  be  his  per¬ 
petual  affeHation  of  expreHing  his 
thoughts  by  the  ufe  of  polyfylla- 
bles  of  Latin  derivation  :  a  fault, 
which  confines  to  men  of  erudition 
the  moft  animating  enforcements  to 
virtue  and  the  moft  falutary  rules  of 
conduff,  by  difqualifying  all  who 
have  not  been  made  acquainted  by  a 
liberal  education  with  the  Latin  ap¬ 
pellations  tor  things,  or  thofe,  from 
whofe  memories  the  common  ufe  of* 
the  Engl i On  names  has  in  courfe  of 
time  effaced  them.  And  let  it  not 
be  faid  that  fuch  a  ciafs  is  beneath 
the  attention  of  an  author  when  it 
is  conftdered  that  almoft  the  whole 
female  world,  from  the  circumftances 
of  their  education  arc  neceft’arily  in¬ 
cluded  in  it.  They  learn  the  words 
of  their  language  from  converfation 
or  familiar  books ;  but  with  whom 
are  they  to  converfe,  or  what  vo¬ 
lumes  of  mufty  pedantry  are  they  to 
ranfack  to  be  .enabled  to  perufe  the 
writings  of  [ohnfon  without  fre¬ 
quent  recourfe  to  his  didionarv  ? 
Nor  has  this  wilful  exclufionof  the 
unlearned  readersfervedas  a  means  of 
conciliating  the  favour  of  the  learn¬ 
ed,  who,  though  they  underhand 
Latin,  in  an  Engliftiwork  exped  to 
find  Englifti ;  and  whatever  may  be 
the  peculiarities  of  their  own  ftvle, 
are  forward  enough  to  difeover  and 
reprobate  thofe  of  others. 

44  Thus  Dr.  [ohnfon  obferves, 
that  Milton  formed  his  ftvle  on  a 

r  j 

perverfe  and  pedantic  principle  ;  he 


was  cWirous  44  to  ule  Englifti  words 
44  with  a  foreign  idiom.”  But  Mil¬ 
ton’s  poetry,  if  indeed  a  defence  be 
neceffary,  is  fufficiently  defended  by 
eftabliftied  poetic  licence :  and  for 
his  profe,  let  it  be  obferved,  that  his 
fubjeds  were  learned,  and  I  may 
fay  technical,  and  his  readers  of 
filch  defeription  as  left  it  matter  of 
indifference  whether  they  ftiould  be 
addrefted  in  Englifti  or  in  Latin  : 
that  he  was  engaged  in  repeated 
controverftes  with  foreigners,  and 
his  works  deftgned  to  perfecute  the 
fortunes  of  the  exiled  monarch  over 
the  continent,  and  written,  in  fome 
fort  officially,  by  the  Latin  fecretary 
to  Cromwell.  But  furely  that  prin¬ 
ciple,  which  has  led  [ohnfon  to  feek 
for  remote  words,  though  with  the 
Englifti  idiom,  is  no  Ids  pedantic 
than  Milton’s,  and  much  more  inju¬ 
rious  bv  its  obfeurity.  The  reader 

j  * 

who  knows  the  {ingle  words  may 

O  y 

perhaps  be  able  to  overcome  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  of  the  arrangement,  but  for 
ignorance  of  the  fmgle  words  no  re¬ 
medy  can  with  effiacy  be  applied. 
J  ohnfon  has  befideno  peculiarity  of 
fttuation  to  plead  in  excufe,  but  hat 
on  the  contrary  adopted  his  pedan¬ 
tic  principle  againft  the  diftiiaftve  in¬ 
fluence  of  circumftances.  From  the 
writer  of  an  Englifti  dictionary, 
there  might  reafonably  be  expeded 
a  nice  feledion  of  Words,  purely  and 
radically  Englifti ;  or  at  leaft  the  ufe 
of  fuch  only  as  had  been  indifputa- 
bly  admitted  into  the  language  :  and 
the  complexion  of  his  readers,  as  welj 
as  the  popular  fubjeds  he  treated  of, 
were  fuch  as  might  be  thought  to 
furnifu  little  temptation  to  learned 
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and  antiquated  phrafeoiogy.  In¬ 
deed,  if  rules  for  -periodica!  efTa\s 
are  to  be  drawn  from  the  practice  of 
their  .great  Eeglifh  original,  Mr. 
Addifon,  as  the  rules  of  epic 
poetry  from  Homer’s,  nothing  can 
be  more  oppolite  to  their  true  char- 
after  ;  for  as  their  profefied  intent  is 
the  improvement  of  general  man¬ 
ners,  their  Ryle,  as  well  as  their  iub- 
iefts,  f'hould  be  levelled  to  under- 
landings  of  every  defcription. 

44  It  may  be  faid,  however,  in 
favour  of  [ohnfon,  that  the  great 
jaw-givers  of  criticifm  have  indulg- 
red  writers  of  eminence  in  a  licenfe 
for  calling  in  the  aid  of  foreign 
words.  But  this  indulgence,  which 
of  right  belongs  only  to  poetry,  and 
the  more  dignified  kinds  of  profe,  is 
even  granted  to  them  with  but  a 
fparing  hand  ;  44  dabitur  licentia 
44  fumpta  pudenter.”  Cur  author, 
who  in  his  poems  has  made  but  lit¬ 
tle  ufe  of  this  privilege,  has  in  his 
profe,  extended  a  limited  fufferance 
to  the  moft  unqualified  permifiion 
and  encouragement :  he  has  prefer¬ 
red,  on  all  occalions  where  a  choice 
was  to  be  made,  the  remote  word  of 
Latin  deri  vation  to  the  received  En- 
glifli  one,  and  has  brought  in  the 
whole  vocabulary  of  natural  phi- 
lofophy,  to  perplex  and  encumber 
familiar  Englifh  writing.  I  do  not 
fpeak  of  a  few  words  fcattered  rare¬ 
ly  through  his  works,  abut  of  the 
general  character  of  his  ffyle  appear¬ 
ing  in  every  page ;  not  of  fingle  acts, 
but  of  confirmed  and  prevailing  ha¬ 
bits;  of  new-raifed  colonies,  dif- 
daining  an  afiociation  with  the  na¬ 
tives,  and  threatening  the  final  de- 
flruftion  of  our  language.  The 
reader,  at,  his  fir  If  perufal  of  the 
Rambler,  finds  himfelf  bewildered 
in  a  labyrinth  of  long  and  learned 
words,  difirafted  with  foreign  fou  nds, 
and  exiled  from  his.  native  fpeech, 
in  perpetual  want  of  an  interpreter  : 


AMUEL  JOHNSON, 

difgufted  at  the  intrulion  of  ler  ma* 

t  j 

nv  pbrafes  to  which  he  has  been  hi¬ 
therto  a  ifr anger,  he  labours  out  a 
paflage  through  .the  palpable  obfc ure, 
and,  when  he  has  at  laft  gained  the 
golden  prize,  laments  that  fo  much 
time  rhould  have  Been  walled,  in 
over-coming  the  unnecefiary  obfla- 
cles  to  its  approach. 

4-4  Though  thjsreprefentation  may 

appear  fomewhat  extravagant,  yet 

a  few  fentences  felefted  from  this 

author  mav  Phew  that  it  does  not 
* 

mifrtprefent  the  feelings  of  ordina¬ 
ry  readers,  or  exaggerate  the  difficul¬ 
ties  of  his  ftyle.  44  What  then  cart 
44  enfiue  but  a  continual  exacerbation 
44  of  hatred,  an  unextinguifhable 

feud,  and  an  inceflant  reciproca- 
44  tion  of  inifchief  ?”  44  When  the 

44  radical  idea  fhoots  out  into  parah 
44  lei  ramifications,  how  can  a  con- 
44  fecutive  feries  be  formed  of  fenfes 
44  mtheirnaturecollateral.”  “Thefe 
44  burffs  of  light  and  involutions  of 
44  darknefs,  thefe  tranfient  and  in- 
44  voluntary  excurfions  and  retrocef- 
44  lions  of  invention.”  44  Experir 
44  ence  cmicklv  fhews  the  tortuolities 

J 

44  of  imaginary  reftitude,  the  coni- 
44  plications  of  limplicitv,  and  the 
44  afperities  of  fmoothnefs.”  Who 
could  imderlland  the  meaning  of  the 
word  net- work,  bv  reading  its 
definition  in  a  diftionary  as  44  a 
44  thing  reticulated,  or  decollated, 
44  with  interfaces  between  the  in- 
44  terfeftions  ?  ”  Or  who  could 
know,  that  44  the  praftice  of  ap- 
44  pending  to  the  narratives  of  pub- 
44  lie  tranfaftions,  more  minute  and 
44  domeftic  intelligence,”  meant 
44  filling  the  news-papers  with  adver- 
44  tifemehts,”  if  J ohnfon  himfelf 
had  not  kindly  affilted  us  with  the 
tranflation.  Such  palfages  are  iih- 
confiilent  with  the  cenfure  paffed  in 
his  Id  er  on  a  ridiculous  citizen,  who 
by  alTbciating  with  Itage  players  had 
learned  a  new  language;  and  whet* 

a  cuf~ 
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a  Guftomer  has  talked  longer  than  he 
is  willing  to  hear,  is  made  to  com¬ 
plain  that  44  he  has  been  excruciated 
44  with  unmeaning  verboftty.”  The 
author  of  the  Rambler,  though  not 
a  citizen,  has  as  little  claim  to  the 
privilege  of  fpeaking  unintelligibly. 

44  There  are  however  two  occa¬ 
sions  on  which  this  fault  appears  yet 
more  extravagant  and  ridiculous. 
The  hr  ft  of  thefe  is,  where  perfon- 
ages  of  different  defcriptions  are  in¬ 
troduced  as  writing  in  their  own  cha¬ 
racters  ;  for  what  can  be  more  ab- 
fnrd  than  to  fuppofe  a  fimilarity  of 
ftyle  and  particularly  where  that 
ftyle  is  fo  far  from  a  ft m pie  one,  in 
the  writings  of  perfons  fuppcfed  to 
be  of  different  ages,  tempers,  and 
Occupations.  Yet  alt  the  correfpon- 
dents  of  the  Rambler  feem  infedted 
with  the  fame  literary  contagion, 
and  the  Johnfonian  diftemper  to 
have  been  equally  communicated 
to  all.  Thus  Papiiius  talks  of 
44  garrulity,  erratic  induftry,  and 
54  heterogeneous  notions  dazzling 
44  the  attention  with  hidden  fcin- 
44  dilations  of  conceit. ”  Vic- 
1,4  toria  pnffes  through  the  cofme- 
44  tic  difcipline,  covered  with  emol- 
44  bents,  and  puniftied  with  artificial 
44  excoriations.”  Mifocapelus  tells 
of  his  44  officinal  ftate,  adhefions of 
44  trade,  and  ambulatory  projects 
and  Hypertatus  defcribes  the  44  flac- 
44  Cid  hides  of  a  foot-ball  dwelling  out 
44  into  ftiffnefs  and.  ext  nlion,”  and 
talks  of  44  concentration  of  under¬ 
standing,  barometrical  pneumato- 
iogy,”  and  44  tenuity  of  a  defecat- 
44  ed  air.”  In  fuch  writings  the  hand 
of  the  mafter  mu  ft  be  immediately 
perceived ;  the  exiftence  of  the  ima¬ 
ginary  correfpondents  cannot  even 
for  a  moment  be  believed,  and  the 
.Rambler  ftands  convicted  of  an 
ineffcdhial  and  unneceffary  attempt 
to  raife  his  own  conftquence  by  forg¬ 
ing  letters  to  himfeif. 


44  The  fecond  occafton  on  which 
this  fault  is  equally  glaring,  is  where 
ordinary  or  perhaps  mean  fubjedts 
become  neceffarv  to  be  treated  of  5 
and  a  few  inftances  from  our  author 
may  well  warrant  my  affecting  that 
on  fuch  occa lions,  as  he  himfeif  lavs 
lefs  defervedly  of  Dr.  Young,  44  bur- 
44  lefque  cannot  go  beyond  him.* 
Thus  a  calamity  which  will  not  ad¬ 
mit  being  complained  of,  is  in  john- 
fon’s  language,  fuch  as  44  will  not. 
44  juftify  the  acerbity  of  exclamation* 
44  or  fupport  the  folemnity  of  vocal 
44  grief to  deny  and  to  profefs,  are 
to  44  pronounce  the  monofyllables 
44  of  coldne’fs  and  the  fonorous  pe- 
44  nods  of  refpectful  profeftion :  ” 
when  the  fkillet  is  watched  on  the 
fire,  we  fee  it  44  fimmer  with  the 
44  due  degree  of  heat,  and  {hatch  it 
44  off  at  the  moment  of  proieblion 
for  fun-fet,  we  read  44  the  gentle 
44  corufcations  of  declining  day;’* 
and  for  waffling  the  face  with  exaft- 
nefs,  we  have,  44  waffling  with  ori- 
44  ental  fcrupulofity.”  Mean  and 
vulgar  expreflions  cannot  have  a 
more  powerful  recommendation 
than  that  one  of  the  ableft  writers 
in  the  Engiifh  language  could  only 
thus  avoid  them. 

44  Johnfou  was  a  writer  of  too  at¬ 
tentive  and  critical  obfervation  to  be 
ignorant  of  this  remarkable  peculi¬ 
arity  of  his  own  ftyle.  In  the  laft 
paper  of  his  Rambler,  where  he 
treats  of  his  work  as  a  ciaflical  En¬ 
gl  ilh  compofition,  he  takes  notice  of, 
and  by  a  defence,  which  if  admit¬ 
ted  would  juftify  and  recommend  it, 
fhews  himfeif  not  a  little  prejudiced 
in  its  favour.  After  declaring,  with 
ibme  oftentation,  that  44  he  has  la- 
44  boured  to  refine  our  language  to 
44  grammatical  purity,  and  to  clear  it 
44  from  colloquiakbarbarifms,  licen- 
44  tious  idioms,  and  irregular  com- 
44  binations that  “fomething  per- 
44  haps  he  has  added  to  the  elegance 
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44  of  its  confirmation,  andfomething 
u  to  the  harmonv  of  its  cadence  :” 

j  ' 

he  proceeds  to  fubjpin  the  following 
patfage ;  44  When  common  words 
44  were  lefs  pleafing  to  the  ear,  or 
44  lefs  diftinCt  in  their  fignification, 
44  I  have  familiarized  the  terms  of 
44  ohilomphv  by  applying  them  to 
44  known  objects  and  popular  ideas ; 
44  but  have  rarely  admitted  any  word 
44  not  authorized  by  former  writers  : 
44  for  I  believe  that  whoever  knows 
44  the  Englifh  tongue  in  its  prefent 
44  extent,  will  be  able  to  exprefshis 
44  thoughts,  without  farther  help 
44  from  other  nations.”  The  firft  of 
thefe  reafons  for  fubflituting,  in 
place  of  a  received  familiar  Englifh. 
word,  a  remote  philofophical  one, 
fuch  as  are  moft  of  Johnfon’s  Latin 
abftradt  fubftantives,  is  its  being 
more  pleafing  to  the  ear.  But  this 
can  only  be  deemed  fufficient  by 
thofe  who  would  fubmit  fenfe  to 
found,  and  for  the  fake  of  being  ad¬ 
mired  by  fome,  would  be  content 
not  to  be  underflood  by  others.  And 
though,  in  fome  infhnces,  for  the 
fake  of  tempering  the  conftitutional 
roughnefs  of  the  Englifh  language, 
this  might  be  admitted,  yet  it  never 
can  be  contended  for  in  fuch  latitude 
as  would  juflify  the  practice  of  our 
author.  This  he  well  knew,  and 
accordingly  defending  hard  words  in 
an  efiay  in  his  Idler,  he  infills  large¬ 
ly  on  the  fecond  plea,  the  greater  di- 
ftin&nefsof  %n ideation.  44  Differ- 
44  ence  of  thoughts,”  he  fays,  44  will 
44  produce  difference  of  language  : 
44  he  that  thinks  with  more  extent 
than  another,  will  want  words  of 
44  larger  meaning ;  he  that  thinks 
44  with  more  lubtilty  willfeek  terms 
44  of  more  nice  diferimination.”  In 
this  argument  there  is  certainly 
fome  degree  of  weight,  and  the  ex- 
afit  appropriation  and  perfpicuitv  of 
Johnfon’s  words  in  fome  measure 
confirms  it.  But  that  language, 

O  O  '  i 


which  he  does  not  admit  to  have 
funk  beneath  Milton,  would  fu rely 
have  been  fufficient  to  have  fupjport- 
ed  him  ;  and,  as  he  himfelf  obferves, 
44  though  an  art  cannot  be  taught 
44  without  its  propel  terms,  yet  it  is 
44  not  always  iiecelTary  to  teach  the 
44  art :  in  morality  it  is  one  thing  to 
44  difeufs  the  niceties  of  the  cafuift, 
44  and  another  to  direct  the  practice 
44  of  common  life.”  Let  the  nature 
of  periodical  publications  deter¬ 
mine,  which  fiiould  be  more  pro¬ 
perly  the  object  of  the  author.  But 
he  is  not  reduced  to  the  alternative  : 
if  the  teflimony  of  many  Englifh. 
authors  of  eminence,  confirmed  ex¬ 
perimentally  by  their  own  practice, 
is  to  be  relied  on,  exactnefs  of 
thought  is  not  necefiarily  at  variance 
with  familiar  expreffion  :  and  if  this 
ilnionwasnot  impolfible,  would  not 
fome  endeavour  to  effect  it  have  de¬ 
ferred  the  attention  of  Johnfon  r 
Of  Johnfon  who,  while  his  diction¬ 
ary  proves  fuch  accurate  arid  copious 
knowledge  of  our  received  words, 
as  could  not  have  failed  of  accom- 
plifhing  the  patriotic  take,  however 
arduous,  gives  in  his  other -works 
the  ftronger  reafons  to  lament,  that 
his  prejudices  in  favour  of  a  vicious 
and  affected  flyle  fiiould  have  pre¬ 
vented  his  undertaking  it. 

44  But  this  fault  is  furely  com¬ 
mitted  without  excufe,  in  every  cafe 
where  the  language  furnifhes  a  re¬ 
ceived  word  adequate  to  the  diftinct 
communication  of  the  idea :  and 
that  many  fuch  have  innocently 
incurred  Doctor  Johnfon’s  difplea- 
fure  muff  be  abundantly  evident  to 
every  reader.  A  page  of  his  writ¬ 
ings,  compared  with  one  of  any  of 
our  eminent  Englifh  authors  on  the 
fame  fubjeCt,  will  furnifh  many  in¬ 
flames,  which  cannot  be  accounted 
for  bv  attention  to  harmony  of  found, 
or  diftinftnefs  of  fignification  :  in- 
fbuices,  to  be  aferibed  merely  to 

that 
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want  Grinds  of  habit  which,  after 
quoting  Congreve’s  declaration, 
that  44  he  wrote  the  Old  Batchelor 
“  to  am  life  hirnfelf  in  his  recovery 
44  from  a  fit  of  Iicknefs,”  thinks  pro¬ 
per,  a  few  lines  after  to  explain  in 
johrifon’s  words,  by  faying,  44  the 
4*  Old  Batchelor  was  written  in  the 
44  languor  of  convuleicence.”  It 
would  feem  that  the  aunt  of  Beiia- 
ria,  who  gives  the  writings  ot  the 
Rambler  to  her  niece  for  her  perufal, 
and  promifes  to  tell  her  the  meaning 
pf  any  word  ihe  fhould  not  u  rider  - 
ftand,  has  undertaken  a  talk,  which 
the  author  hirnfelf  fufpedts  to  be  not 
unneceflarv,  and  the  reader  has  rea- 
fon  to  apprehend  (he  will  lcsrcely  be 
able  to  accomplilh. 

44  Johafon  fays  indeed,  he  has 
ravel v  admitted  any  word,  not  au- 
th.orized,  by  former  writers  :  hut 
where  are  we  to  feek  authorities  for 
‘‘  refufcitation,  orb i tv,  volant,  fa- 
Rtuitv,  divaricate,  1  .♦.nine,  narcotic, 
44  vulnerary,  empyreumatic,  papiii- 
onaceous/*  and  innumerable 
outers  ot  the  fame  itamp,  which  a- 
bound  m  and  diigra.ee  his  pages  ? 

I  or  44  obtund,  difruption,  ienlofiy 
or  panoply, .alL  occurring  .-in  the 
ihort  cornpals  of  a.iipgle  elTay  in  the 
_  R  ambler  ?  Or  for  44  cremation, 
44  horticulture,  germination  and  de¬ 
pt  decuEanon,”  within  a  few  pages 
in  his = Life  of  Browne  ?  They  mav 
he  found,  perhaps,  in  the  woRks  of 
fo^nier.  writers,  but  they  make  no 
pan  of  the  Engiiih  language.  They 
'  are.the  illegitimate offspri ng-pf  karn- 
irij.g  by  vanity  ;  adopted  indeed,  but 
not  naturalized,  and  though  ufed, 
yet  not  authorized  :  tor  if  life  can 
fuihdent.lv  authorize,  there  is- node- 
Rxiptlon  of  improper  words,  which 
can  be  condemned.  Teqlmjsai  words 
may  be  defended  from.  LR-vden  and 
Milton,  obfolgt e* from  Sh-nkefpeare, 
vulgar  from ,  and  •  Butler. 

Jofyafon’s  fault  lies  in  this,  that  he 


has  made  fuch  frequent  life  of  re¬ 
mote  and  ablirufe  words  of  Latin 
original,  that  his  meaning  often  be- 
comes  unintelligible  to  readers  not 
pofiefiedof  a  confiderable  degree  of 
learning  ;  and  whether  thefe  words 
were  now  full  made  by  him,  or  hav- 
mg  been  made  by  others,  had  been 
hitherto  denied  admittance  into  the 
current  language,  is  a  matter  of 
perfect  indifference. 

44  It  muff  be  allowed  that  thefe 
terms;  are  reftrained  by  our  author 
to  fuch  .precifion.  that  they  cannot 
often  relign  their  places,  to  others 
more  familiar,  without  fome  iniurv 
to  the  feme,  But  fuch  is  the  copi- 
ouiiids  of  our  language,  that  there 
are  few  ideas  on  ordinary  lubjects, 
which  an  attentive  examination  will 
find  incommunicable  in  its  ordinary 
words.  1  'hough  we  may  not  have 
a  term  to  denote  the  exiftence  of  a 
quality  la  the  abftract,  we  may  per 
haps  find  one  to  denote  it  in  the  can - 
:  Crete  ;  and  even  though  there  may 
be  none  to .exprefs  any  mode  of  its 
_exiffence,  there  may  readily  occur 
2qne  to  exprefs  its  direct  negation, 

.  Ji Is  the.bnlinefs  of  the  writer  who 
jwiftiQS:  to  be  underffoad,  to  try  all 
poffible  variations  ofvthe  grammatx- 
_  cal  ftmclure  of  his  fentence^  to  fee 
Lffitherebe-  not  fome  which  may  pof- 
.  fiblv  make  known  Lis  thought  in  fa- 
miliar  words.  But  that  this  was  not 
the .practice  of  johnton, !  his  eompo- 
fitionsandbis  celebrated  fluency  af¬ 
ford  theftrongeft  evidence.  He  leems 
*]  to  have  followed  the  flrfl  impulfe  of 
, his., .mi rid  in  the  ffr  ucture  of  his  fen- 
.  tenge:, ..  affd  when  he, found  in  his  pro- 
gfels  no  Englifh  -.ward  at  hand  to 
occupy  the  predetermined  place,  it 
waseafy  to  fupply  the  deficiency  by 
vC.aHirigdn-.a  .Latin  one.  • 

:  -  44  Of  this  overbearing  prejudice, 
•;  which  thus  fiibdued  affrongly ration¬ 
al  underffanding,,-  .and  miflecba  judg¬ 
ment  eminently  critical,  it  may  not 

be 
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be  ufelefs  to  enquire  the  reafons. 
To  the  firft  and  principal  of  tilde, 
no  man  can  be  a  ftra tiger  Who  has  fo 
read  the  works  of  Johnfon  as  to 
have  formed  a  juft  notion  of  the  pe¬ 
culiar  genius  of  the  author.  PofTefT- 
ed  of  the  iiioft  penetrating  aCutenefs 
and  refolute  precifioh  of  thought  he 
delights  to  employ  himfelf  id  difcri- 
minating  what  common  inaccuracy 
had  confounded,  and  in  feparating 
what  the  grcfthefsof  vulgar  concep¬ 
tion  had  united.  A  judgment*  thus 
employed  (as  he  Would  perhaps  him - 
ielf  defcribe  it)  in  fubtilizing  difo 
tinffions,  and  diffociatiiig  concrete 
qualities  to  the  ftatc  of  individual 
exiftene'e,  naturally  called  for 
language  the  moft  determinate,  for 
words  of  thft  'moft  abftraftt  ft  gift  flec¬ 
tions.  Of  thefe  common  fpeech 
could  furtiifti  him  with  but  a  fcantv 
fnpply.  Familiar  words  are  ufoally 
either  the  names  of  things  acftuallv 
lubfifting,  or  oft  qualities  denoted 
adjeCtively,  by  reference  fo  fhofe 
fubftantives  to  which"  they  belong  : 
befides,  common  ufe  gives  to  fami¬ 
liar  words  fuch  a  latitude  of  mean¬ 
ing,  tliat  there  are  few  which  at  does 
not  admit  in  a  variety-  of  accepta¬ 
tions.  Johnfon,  unwilling  toTubhfit 
to  this  inconvenience,  wbkftp  in 
every  country^  to  avoid  a  multipli¬ 
city,  of  tenfts£  -  had  been  acquiefeed 

-  in,.:  fought  outthofe  remote  and  ab- 
ftrufe  Latin  'derivatives,  which  as 
they  had  for  the  moft  part  hitherto 

-  been  ufed  but  once,  were  4s  yet  ap¬ 
propriated  to  one  ftghifi.cation  exclu- 

iiveiy,  What  the  natural  bent  of 
«/ 

his  genius  thus  gave  birth  to,  "  his 

■  fucceflive  employments  ftfengtfter- 

t  ed  to  maturity.  The  Ichoclm  af¬ 
ter  may  plead  prefcription  far  pe¬ 
dantry;  the  writer  of  a  dictionary, 
if  attached  to  words  of  any  deferip- 
tion  has  peculiar  advantages  towards 

-  ftoring  them  in  his  memory  ;  and  if 
they  be  terms  which  occur  but  rare* 


ly,  the  difficulty  of  fearchi ng  out 
their  authorities  imprints  them  more 
ftrongly.  The  writings  of  Sir  Tho¬ 
mas  BroWne  were  to  Johnfoh  the  co¬ 
pious  vocabularies  of  the  Anglo-La- 
tin  ftvle  ;  and  the  numberlefs  quo¬ 
tations  from  them  in  his  Dictionary, 
as  Well  as  the  Life  of  Browne,  which 
he  Wrote,  are  proofs  of  the  atten¬ 
tion  with  which  he  perufed  them, 
and  of  -the  eftimatioft  in  which  he 
held  their  author.  “  Finding,”  as 
he  fays,  “  that  our  language  had 
u  been  for  near  a  century  deviating 
towards  a  Gallic  ftrmftiire  and 
u  phrafeology, ”  he  entered  into  a 
confederacy  with  the  Latins  to  pre¬ 
vent  it*  without  confidermg  that 
many  nations  had  fallen  beneath 
their  own  auxiliaries.  As  feme 
moralifts  would  recommend  the  o- 
vercoming  of  On’epaftion  by  railing 
up  another  to  oppofe  it,  he  feems  to 
have  thought  the  tendency  of  our 
language  towards  the  French  would 
be  beft  corrected  by  aft  equal  imptilfte 
towards  the  Latin.  That  he  was 
well  verfed.  in  all  the  Latin  learning, 
and  minutely  critical  in  the  power 
of  its  words,  is  clearly  manifested 
in  his  writings.  ITis  earlteft  work 
-was  a  t radiation  of  Mr.  Pope’s 
■  Meffiah  int-o  Latin,  and  the  ftrft  ef- 
tabiiftiment  of  his  fame  was  his  imi- 
-tation  of  a  Latin  fatirift.  We  find 
too,  from  Mr.  BOfwell,  that  he  con¬ 
tinued  his  ftudies  in  that  language  to 
a  very  late  period,  and  thought  it 
not  too  learned  even  to  a  femalft  ear. 
Not  confined  folely  to  the  claffics, 

-  he  quotes  the  obfeure  remains  of 
*  morlkifti  learning,  and  has  delivered 
precife  decifions  on  the  performances 
of  our  Englifti  poets  in  that  lan* 
guage.  His  Life  of  Milton  more 
particularly,  whom  he  might  have 
confidered  as  a  rival  in  learning,  a* 
bounds  in  proof  that  Johnfon  pi¬ 
qued  himfelf  not  a  little  on  his 
knowledge  of  Latin,  He  oppofes 
c  .  u  r..  in, 
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in  form  the  fyflem  of  fchooi-educa- 
tion  recommended  and  adopted  by 
Milton :  he  is  happy  in  communi¬ 
cating  a  riew  authority  for  a  particu¬ 
lar  acceptation  of  the  word  “  per- 
“  Iona  ;  ”  fuggefts  incidentally  whe¬ 
ther  “  vir  gloriofiffimiis’’  be  not  an 
impure  exprellion ;  and  takes  efpe- 
cial  care  to  inform  us  that  u  vapu- 
“  landus”  is  a  folecifm.  Thus  his 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  Latin 


tongue  furnifhed  him  with  materials 
to  engraft  into  ours.  ;  and  his  often- 
tatious  defire  to  difplay  that  know¬ 
ledge  concurred  with  the  other  caufes 
above  enumerated  to  vitiate  his  ftyle* 
Determined  to  deviate  from  the  En- 
glifti  language,  while  his  antipathy 
to  the  French  retrained  him  on  the 
one  fide,  his  predilection  for  the  La¬ 
tin  as  naturally  enticed  him  to  the 
other. 
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{From  the  Second  Volume  of  Davy’s 

«  YNvention,  with  relpeX  to  the 
J  arts  of  Defig n,  as  well  as  Poet¬ 
ry  is  fometimes  coniidered,  or  at 
leaf!  talked  of,  as  a  fpecies  of  real 
-infpiration  ;  whereas,  according  to 
my  idea  of  it,  Invention  is  nothing 
more  than  that  power  by  which  we 
are  capable  of  calling  up  into  one 
view,  and  at  the  fame  time  attend¬ 
ing  to  a  variety  of  ideal  objects, 
Which  are  retained  and  held  toge¬ 
ther  in  the  memory,  either  by  their 
own  natural  connections,  or  bv  ar¬ 
tificial  ones,  for  our  occafional  ufe  ; 
and  in  execution  ot  the  fine  arts, 
they  are  differently  felefted  and  ar¬ 
ranged  by  the  Imagination,  under 
the  guidance  of  our  judgment  and 
tafte.  The  powers  of  Invention  in 
the  arts,  muft,  therefore,  be  exactly 
in  proportion  to  the  greater  Rock 
of  agreeable  ideas  we  have  been  ca¬ 
pable  of  laying  up,  and  the  greater 
number  of  connexions  which  we 
have  inftituted  as  the  means  of  re¬ 
calling  them,  in  order  to  compote 
agreeable  forms  or  piXures,  or  af- 
femblages  of  harmonious  founds, 
for  the  entertainment  of  the  eye  or 
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ear.  It  might  be  a  ufeful  drgr.eftioit 
to  enlarge  upon  this  iubjeX  of  aifo- 
ciations  in  a  moral  light.  I  might 
point  out  to  you  wnat-  nec,eftity  there 
is  for  caution  in  the  forming  our 
ideal  connexions,  finee  much  not 
only  of  the  anmfement,  but  cf  the 
virtue  and  credit,  and-  fubftaiitia! 
■happuiefs  of -life,  mgy,  depend  upon 
..  the;  train  in  which  our,, ideas,  are  dif- 
pokd  to  follow;  and  particularly 
a 5  thefe  connexions,  lead  us  to  the 
:  choice  of  our  .acquairdaiK^,  and  the 
objeXs  of  our  purhibtsj  but  this..  I 
have  not  tinge  dor.  at  prefent ;  let 
me  only  obferve,  by  the  way,  to  a f- 
lift  you  in  forming  a  judgment  -of 
men’s  different  chaiaXers,  and  to 
conduct  yourfeif  --with  refpeX  to 
their,  ruling  principles-— That  the 
man  of  wit  is  direXed  in  his  opini* 
nions,  and  influenced  by  thofe  ob¬ 
jects  chiefly,  /whole  adjoinment  en¬ 
tertains  his  fanciful  imagination  $ 
the  mifer  is  icareely  more  biafled  by 
his  fordid  interefl  than  the  m,an  of 
wit  by  finking  and  uncommqii 
images;  and  however he 
may.  be'  jn.  copvexfot&n*  jih  judg- 
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intent  and  his  friend  flu  p  are  in  gene¬ 
ral  not  to  be  relied  on.  The  man  of 
humour  has  his  opinions  influenced 
by  thofe  objects  which  are  connect¬ 
ed  by  opposition  ;  and  ridicule  with 
him  is  made  the  teif  of  juft  ice,  ho¬ 
nour,  and  integrity ;  in  fhort,  of 
every  thing.  The  man  of  tafte  is 
fwaved  by  elegance,  which,  as  it  is 
in  unifon  with  virtue,  fuch  a  one 
is  truly  amiable  :  the  man  of  rigid 
judgment,  has  often  an  appear¬ 
ance  of  feverity  and  morofenefs, 
but  his  ideas  are  connected  by 
truth,  and  there  is  an  integrity  in 
his  conduCt,  which  is  above  decep¬ 
tion.  The  man  of  genius,  whole 
ideas  are  connected  by  elegance,  or 
truth  or  contrail,  or  agreeable  no¬ 
velty,  is  apt  to  be  various  in  his 
conduCt,  but  in  general  be  may  be 
depended  on  r  nor  is  it  ro  be  won¬ 
dered  at,  conlidering  the  fuperiority 
which  fuch  numerous  connections 
mult  give  him  over  the  reft  of  the 
world,  it  in  ruder  or  enthuftaftic 
ageshe  was  confldered  as  'owing*  that 
fuperiority  of  invention,  which  dif- 
tinguilhes  him  in  fo  extraordinary  a 
manner,  to  the  inftruCtions  of  '  True 
genius  or  attendant  fpirit  :•  thefe 
times  indeed  have  been  long  pdt, 
and  yet  inftcad  of  the  plain  account 
above  given  of  a  power,  which  no 
man  who  looks  attentively  into  his 
own  mind  can  be  a  ftranger  to,  we 
have  been  lolck  -in  the  preface'  to 
Frefnoy’s'Art  of  Painting,  that  “  In- 
44  vention  is  a  mule,  being  poftdled 
44  of  the  "other  advantages  common 
‘  “  to  her  differs,’  and  being  warmed 
44  by  the' fire'7  of  Apollo,  'is  raffed  - 
44  higher' than  the  rdf,  .  and  Hunts  * 
44  with  a  brighter  and  more  glori- 
•il  -bus-  flame.”  ft  This  is  the  princi-  ■ 
pal  paflage  you  wanted  to  have -put  - 
intoTucIi  plaimterm's  as-woulS  throw 
light  upon  the  enquiry  >  -and  I  mull: 
own  I  anVfiirpfifed  that  fo  -gr’eat  a 
man?  as  Mr.  Dryden  could  fatisfy 


himfelf,  or  think  to  impofe  upon 
his  readers,  by  fuch  metaphorical 
nonfenfe ;  but  thus  the  imagina¬ 
tion  very  often  ll ill  continues  to  be 
addrefled  upon  this  fubjeCt,  in  paint¬ 
ed  words,  without  any  determinate 
meaning  ;  and  wherever  it  is  treated 
of,  you  are  generally  fet  down  juft 
where  you  was  taken  up,  without 
having  made  the  leaft  advance  to¬ 
wards  a  knowledge  of  what  wants 
fo  little  explanation,  when  limply 
and  un  metaphorically  'conftdered. 

44  By  TaT,  the  other  article  of 
your  enquiry,  is  properly  to  be  un- 
derftood  that  power  of  the  mind, 
whole  province  is  the  difcernment 
and  relifli  of  whatever  is  elegant,  or 
of  whatever  is  beautiful,  as  beatify  or 
as  elegance  belongs  either  to  parti¬ 
cular  ideas,  and  to  objeCIs  confldered 
lingly,  or  otherwife  to  the  arrange¬ 
ment  and  difpolition  of  a  number  of 
them.  It  is  by  this  ability  of  the 
mind,  therefore,  that  we  are  capable 
of  felecting-  from  our  ideas  called  up 
-by  the  'invention,  thofe  which  may 
be  combined,  fo  as  to  form  new  or 
beautiful,  or  fublime  images  and 
pictures  in 'the.  fancy.  You  may 
urge,  perhaps,  that  the  idea  of  beau¬ 
ty  is  abfohitely  undetermined,  being 
-entirely  dependent  upon  c/uftom  ai.\d 
fatlfton.  This  is  true  only  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  degree,  and  the  pleafures  of 
mental  tafte,  .like  thofe  of  the  pa¬ 
late,  have  their  foundation  not  with  - 
.  Handing,  in  our  common  feelings 
"and  perceptions,  as  they  were  con- 
ftituted  bv  a  law  of  nature,  to  make 
certain  and  determined  impreffions; 
Tut  the  ftrongeft  natural  feelings, 
wre  know,  may  be  oppofed,  and  ui 
Lome  meafure  altered ;  and  that 
every  power  implanted  in  our  con- 
ftitution,  may  be  improved  by  cul¬ 
ture,  as  it  may  be  debated  by  the 
abufe  or  rtegleCt  of  it,  is  equally 
evident  perfeCtum  nihil  eft,  faith 
Quintilian,  nil!  ubi  Natura  cura  ju- 

vetur ; 
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vettir :  nor  is  this  more  difimguifh- 
ible  in  any  thing,  I  believe,  than 
n  Tafte,  of  which,  either  what  is 
beautiful  or  elegant,  or  at  leafi 
what  is  fuppofed  to  be  fo  in  fome 
iegree,  is  always  the  object ;  but 
ve  never  heard  of  the  toad  or  the 
Dat  being  anv  where  admired  for 
heir  refpeCHve  beauties,  or  of  the 
goldfinch,  on  the  contrary,  being 
my  where  didiked  for  its  uglinefs. 
Without  fixing  upon  particulars, 
here  are,  doubtlefs,  fome  forms 
which  are  naturally  conftituted  by 
he  Creator  of  the  world,  to  be 
dealing  or  difgufHng  to  our  fight, 
ndependent  upon  the  ideas  of  ad¬ 
vantage  or  of  danger  we  receive 
rom  them ;  as  there  are  fome 
ounds  naturally  agreeable  or  dif- 
igreeable  to  the  ear,  and  our  minds 
vere  in  like  manner  reciprocally 
tdapted  to  receive  delight  or  uneafi- 
lefs  from  their  prefence  ;  fome  par- 
icular  animals,  for  infiance,  are 
miverfallv  confidered  as  hand  fome, 
at  her  in  form  or  colour,  and  others 
is  univerfally  denominated  ugly  : 
low  what  is  uni  verbal,  could  not 
loilibly  have  its  origin  in  fafhion  or 
vaprice :  the  moil  fceptical  perlbn 
iving  muff  grant  that  fome  forms 
ire  univerfally  allowed  at  leaft  to  be 
more  handfome  than  others ;  which 
leceffariiy  implies  the  exiftence  of 
1  natural  principle  in  the  mind,  as 
i  fiandard  to  which  they  may  be 
■eferred.  You  will  ext  life  me  for 
enlarging,  upon  the  Obfervation  :  — 
f  beauty  of  form  had  been  as  ne- 
lefiary  in  the  animal  World,  as  a 
itnefs,  fymmetry,  or  a  proportion 
if  parts,  the  inelegant  forms  of  fome 
meat u res  Would  not  have  found  a 
dace  in  it.  Had  none  but  beauti- 
ul  forms  been  animated*  there 
would  have  been  a  gap  in  this  part 
if  th«  creation  ;  but  beautiful  or 
itherwife,  they  all  ftand  in  the  fame 
•elation  to  God  ;  and,  doubtlefs, 
$'/88 « 


the  fcale  of  beauty,  as  well  as  of 
aClive  excellence  in  animal  life,  was 
efiablifhed,  and  as  equally  adjufied 
by  his  wifdom  and  goodnefs  for  the 
perfection  of  the  univerfe. 

44  What  is  true  of  the  animal 
world  in  this  refpeCt,  might  in  like 
manner  be  affirmed  of  the  inani- 
mated  parts  of  it :  the  forms  in  each 
are  but  infinite,  and  beauty  and 
deformity  both  in  the  one  and  the 
other  appear  .  contrafied,  if  not 
blended  together.  One  end  of  God 
in  this  vifible  creation,  was  certainly 
the  delight  of  his  creatures,  of  which 
the  meaneft  reptile  has  undoubtedly 
its  fiiare,  proportioned  to  its  facuL 
ties  of  difcernment and  could  we 
in  this  prefent  life,  as  it  is  pofiible 
we  may  hereafter,  take  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  face  of  nature  at  one  view,  we 
ill  on  Id  difcern  that  even  the  moll 
difcordant  parts  of  this  globe  which 
we  inhabit,  when  feparately  and  un- 
connectedly  furveyed,  have  all  of 
them  a  direCt  fubordinate  relation 
to  the  beauty,  harmony,  and  per¬ 
fection  of  the  whole  ;  but  limited  as 
our  prefent  faculties  are,  the  molt 
contracted  view  may  difcover  fuch 
a  regulated  variety  in  the  conftrac- 
tion  of  every  thing  around  us,  as 
feems  evidently  defigned  to  engage 
our  attention  for  the  furtherance  of 
our  knowledge,  whilfi  it  infpires  us 
with  a  portion  of  pleafure  and  fads- 
faCtion,  as  an  encouragement  in  the 
purfuit  of  it,  and  a  reward  for  its 
attainment :  hcW  variety  and  plea¬ 
fure  are  connected  as  caufe  and  ef¬ 
fect,  mu  ft  remain  a  fecret ;  but  it  is 
evident,  that  variety  under  certain 
reftriCtions  as  the  immediate  caufe 
of  that  we  call  beattty,  feems  princi¬ 
pally  defigned  to  lead  us  on  to  fd- 
ence  ;  the  thought  might  he  pur- 
fued,  but  I  am  writing  a  letter,  not 
a  treatife. 

44  It  may,  however,  be  farther 
obferved  here,  that  had  man  been 

G  framed 
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iramed  without  a  fenfe  of  beauty 
or  elegance,  (terms,  which,  by  the 
.way,  I  do  not  underfend  as  fyno- 
jiymous),  he  would  have  experi¬ 
enced  a  want  of  innocent  amufe- 
mentsforthe  ncceffary  folace  of  life, 

,  (excluftve  of  its  incitement  to  know¬ 
ledge),  and  yet  to  have  had  this 
;  fenfe  or  tafte  of  beauty  abfolutely 
unalterable  like  his  fenfe  or  percep¬ 
tion  of  truth,  mull,  in  many  in- 
fences,  have  conftituted  polltive 
diftrefs, without  diftin&ion,  and  with¬ 
out  remedy  :  it  was,  therefore,  upon 
this  account,  proper  and  requifite 
for  man  in  his  prefent  fete,  to  fup- 
port  him  under  the  labours  of  life, 
and  as  a  balance  to  their  weight  and 
preffure,  that  he  fhould  have  a  na¬ 
tural  difcernment  of  beauty  im¬ 
planted  in  him,  with  a  pleafure  an¬ 
nexed  to  its  perception  ;  yet  fo 
wifely  is  it  ordered,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  life  and  habit  we  find, 
notwithfend  mg  this  natural  ap¬ 
pointment,  foon  reconcile  us  to  the 
fight  of  objects  which  are  entirely 
devoid  of  beauty,  either  in  their 
form,  or  colouring,  or  difpoftrion — 
reconcile  ns  at  leaf!  fo  far,  as  to  pre- 
,  vent  a  painful  difguft ;  nay,  fo  flex¬ 
ible  is  this  faculty  in  the  kind  deter¬ 
mination  of  Providence  for  our  hap- 
pinefs,  that  we  at  laft  give  the  pre¬ 
ference  even  in  point  of  beauty,  to 
thofe  cuftoms,  and  are  difpofed  to 
think  thofe  objedts  we  are  abfolutely 
.obliged  to  be  long  converfant  with, 
the  moil  agreeable,  though  they 


were  abfolutely  difagreeahle  to  the 
eye  at  hrft ;  juft  as  the  natural  dif- 
tindtion  of  our  giofs  corporeal  tafte: 
by  the  palate,  goes  on  through  a 
ftate  of  indifference,  to  a  fondnefs 
for  thofe  particular  flavours,  which 
were  originally  difagreeahle,  and 
even  naufeous ;  but,  on  the  contra¬ 
ry,  it  is  worthy  of  our  ©bfervation, 
and  it  demands  our  fpecial  grati¬ 
tude,  that  whatever  is  once  found 
agreeable  to  our  tafte,  either  of 
food  or  elegance,  never  becomes  po- 
fttively  difagreeable  to  us  afterwards : 
fromeuftom,  unlefs  it  be  by  accident, 
or  is  owing  to  fome  imprudence  or 
abufe. 

44  Upon  the  whole,  then, .  a  good 
tafte,.  in  the  metaphorical  fenfe,  I 
prefume,  for  I  do  not  pretend  here 
to  demonftrate,  may  be  faid  to  be 
that  ability  of  mind,  by  which  we 
are  enabled  to  diftinguifh  and  to  re- 
lifh  whatever  is  beautiful  or  excel¬ 
lent  in  art  or  nature,  confidered 
ftngly :  or  whatever  elegance  arifes: 
from  a  juft  arrangement  of  objefe, 
which  in  themfelves.  are  not  dif- 
agreeable.  It  procures  us  a  refined 
fpectes  of  fenfual  enjoyment  in  the. 
pleafures  of  the  fight  and  hearing, 
by  far  above  the  grofler  pleafures  of 
the  other  fenfes  ;  but  our  good  tafte 
is  moft  delighted  with  fuch  pic¬ 
tures  as  are  formed  by  the  power  of 
the  poet’s  fancy,  when  they  havei 
a  tendency  to  gratify  our  innate  love 
of  virtue,  juftice,  and  humanity 
together  with  our  love  of  beauty*” 
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EXPLANATION  of  the  CELESTIAL  SIGNS. 

[From  M.  Le  Clerc  De  Septchenes’s  Illuftration  of  the  Religion  of 

the  Ancient  Greeks.] 


T  N  defcribing  the  courfe  of 

X  the  fun,  he  was  reprefent- 
ed  as  a  conqueror  famous  for  his  ex¬ 
ploits,  whom  the  greateft  obftacks 
and  moll:  imminent  dangers  could 
not  appal ;  who  engaged  every 
enemy,  and  who  was  always  vic¬ 
torious..  Rut  who  were  the  mon- 
■  fters  that  oppofed  him  in  his  courfe  ? 
how  fhall  we  explain  that  tribe  of 

x 

chimerical  beings  through  vchom  he 
had  to  fight  liis  way  ? 

u  From  aftronomy  alonewemu.fi: 

•  •  • 

receive  our  information.  The  ob¬ 
ject  of  this  fcience,  which  originated 
among  nations  employed  in  huiban- 
dry,  was,  at  firfi,  to  aired  the  la¬ 
bours  of  the  field.  The  firfi  culti¬ 
vators  foon  perceived  that  they  need¬ 
ed  a  guide,  and  they  fought  for  one 
in  the  fky.  That  innumerable  mul¬ 
titude  of  fiars  with  which  it  is  be- 
fpangled  prefented  them  with  a  con- 
fufed  mafs :  thefe  fiars  were  reduced 
to  order;  they  were  difiinguifhed 
from  one  another  and  arranged.  At 
firfi,  the  celeftial  canopy  was  divided 
into  three  principal  parts ;  that  in  the 
middle  called  the  Zodiac,  was  con¬ 
tained  in  the  plane  of  the  orbits  which 
the  fun  and  the  ftars  defcribe.  This 
zone  was  bounded  one  one  fide  by  two 
great  regions,  one  on  the  fouth,  the 
other  on  the  north.  The  ftars  were 
next  reduced  to  dalles,  and  groups 
were  compofed,  that,  under  the 
name  ofConftellations,  received  each 
a  particular  form  and  denomination. 
Thus  the  firmament  was  peopled 
with  men,  with  animals,  and  figures 
of  every  kind.  Thefe  figns  which 
have  been  tranfmitted  to  us,  and 
which  feem  now  fb  uncouth,  were 


not  however  the  mere  creation  of 
fancy :  they  fignified  the  fiate  of  the 
earth  in  the  different  feafons  of  the 
year  :  they  conneded  as  it  were  the 
operations  of  hulbandry  with  the 
celeftial  phenomena,  and  lerved  at 
once  as  a  rural  calendar  and  an  aftro- 
nomical  one.  It  is  only  by  viewing 
them  in  this  light  that  we  can  invefti- 
gate  their  origin ;  and  as  foon  as 
we  have  difeovered  the  people  that 
invented  them,  we  lhali  have  no  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  underftanding  one  of  the 
principal  branches  of  the  ancient 
mythology,  and  at  the  fame  time  in. 
fixing  the  epoch  of  its  inftitution. 

a  Perhaps  no  fubjed  has  given 
rife  tofo  many  different  conjedures. 
We  do  not  here  mean  to  mention 
that  author  who  conceived  the 
twelve  figns  to  represent  the  twelve 
fons  of  Jacob;  nor  Glaus  Rudbeck, 
who  found  the  firfi  rudiments  of  the 
fphere  among  the  Samoyeds  and 
Laplanders.  They  who  have  attri¬ 
buted  the  invention  of  the  celeftial 
figns  to  the  Greeks,  have  not  been 
aware  that  that  people,  in  fome  mea- 
fure  moderns  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
world,  were  alfo  novices  in  fcience  ; 
that  though  nature  endowed  them 
with  a  lively  and  brilliant  imagina¬ 
tion,  yet  it  is  certain  that  they  in¬ 
vented  little,  and  that  their  only 
merit  is  the  having  tranfmitted  to 
future  generations  the  difeoveries 
made  long  before  their  times. 
Though  this  opinion,  therefore,  is 
embraced  by  the  mofirefpedable  au¬ 
thorities,  though  it  was  adopted  by 
Newton  himfelf,  we  are  however  ob¬ 
liged  to  rejed  it.  A  writer  of  the  4th 
century,  whofe  works  that  remain 
G  z  are 
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afe  full  of  excellent  matter,  is  the 
firft  who  elucidated  this  fubject.  It 
is  true,  indeed,  that  he  confines  him- 
felf  to  a  very  fmall  number  of  ex¬ 
planations,  and  that  his  ideas  hand 
in  need  of  being  illuftrated.  This 
the  abbe  Pluche  undertook  to  do. 
He  followed  the  track  that  Macro- 
bius  had  pointed  out,  and  he  en¬ 
deavoured,  on  the  fame  principles, 
to  explain  the  origin  of  the  greater 
part  of  the  confteliations.  Not  be¬ 
ing  able  to  adapt  them  to  the  climate 
of  Egypt,  he  concludes  that  the  zo¬ 
diac  had  been  traced  out  in  the  plains 
of  Sennaar,  where  he  was  determin¬ 
ed  to  fix  the  birth-place  of  all  hu¬ 
man  knowledge.  But  his  fyfiern, 
however  plaufible  it  may  at  find 
view  appear,  falls  of  itfelf  when  ex¬ 
amined,  and  we  fhall  immediately 
fee  how  direCtly  oppofite  it  is  to  the 
fimpleft  notions  of  aftronomy. 

44  It  is  proved  that  the  poles,  the 
folftitial,  and  equinoCtial  points, 
have  a  very  flow  retrograde  motion, 
by  which  they  are  carried  from  Eaft 
to  Weft.  This  motion,  which  a- 
mounts  to  about  fifty  feconds  in  a 
year,  is  called  the  preceffion  of  the 
equinoxes.  Now,  as  the  fixed  flars 
are  immoveable,  it  follows  that  they 
always  feem  more  and  more  to  de¬ 
part  from  the  points  of  the  ecliptic, 
and,  confequently,  that  the  conftel- 
1-ations  are  perpetually  changing 
place.  Thus,  for  example,  the  fign 
Aries,  which  three  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  years  before  Chrift  was 
.  in  conjunction  with  the  Sun  at  the 
vernal  equinox,  is  now  feveral  de¬ 
grees  removed  from  him ;  and  the 
other  figns,  as  they  preferve  the 
fame  relative  difiances,  have  necef- 
iarily  followed  the  fame  revolution. 
Now,  what  ought  we  to  think  of 
the  abbe  Pluche  and  others,  who 
have  overlooked  an  obfervation  of 
fitch  importance  ?  To  avoid  falling 
into  an  error  fo  grofs,  people  have 


been  willing  to  believe  that  the  zo¬ 
diac  is  a  late  inftitution.  But  if  we 
reft  fatisfied  with  fuch  a  conclufton, 
we  fhall  never  difcover  the  country 
in  which  the  zodiac  was  invented, 
nor  be  able  to  give  any  probable 
explication  of  the  emblems  it  con¬ 
tains  :  befides,  infurmountable  dif¬ 
ficulties  remain,  after  every  differ¬ 
ent  climate  has  been  inveftigated  in 
order  to  fupport  the  opinion.  It 
has  been  referved  for  a  writer  of  our 
own  trriies  to  banifh  all  fuch  contra¬ 
dictions,  to  unite  the  moil:  oppofite 
fuppofitions,  and  to  eftablifh  a  the¬ 
ory  at  once  fimple  and  infiruCtive. 

44  Amongft  the  fig  ns  of  the  zodb 

i  o 

ac  there  are  fome  that  have,  as  it 
were,  a  common  relation  to  every 
country  of  the  earth.  Such  are  thok 
that  reprefent  the  eourfe  and  effects 
of  that  luminary  which  fhines  upon 
all  ;  and  of  thefe  it  is  difficult  to 
miftake  the  figriificatton.  Thus,  the 
crab  (Cancer)  and  the  goat  (Capri- 
cornus)  that  reprefent  the  boundaries 
of  the  Sun’s  path,  have  always  Li  v¬ 
ed  to  denote  the  foiftices  ;  and  Ma? 
crobius,  who  has  catched  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  thefe  two  emblems,  has  only 
been  deceived  in  the  application  he 
has  made  of  them.  In  the  fame 
manner  the  balance  (Libra)  which 
reprefents  the  equinox,  is  a  very 
natural  image  of  the  equality  of 
the  days  and  nights.  But  the  other 
figns  were  peculiar  to  certain  na¬ 
tions.  The  ram  (Aries)  the  bull 
(Taurus)  which  were  afibciated  with 
the  labours  of  rural  life,  and  the 
virgin  (Virgo)  who  held  in  her  hand 
a  ftalk  of  corn,  are  figns  evidently 
relative  to  agriculture,  the  practice 
of  which  varies  in  different  coun¬ 
tries.  Laftly,  fome,  as  the  Archer 
(Sagittarius)  the  fifties  (Pifces)  the 
urn  (Aquarius)  muft  be  referred  to 
particular  circumftancesthat  alfo  va¬ 
ry  in  every  climate.  To  difcover, 
therefore,  the  origin  of  thefe  figilS> 
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it  was  neceffary  to  find  a  country  in 
which  the  different  operations  of  huf- 
bandry  and  the  ftate  of  the  earth 
fhould  exadfly  correfpond  with  the 
fymbols  reprefenting  them ;  while, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  ftate  of  the  iky 
might  be  explained  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  leave  no  doubt.  In  order  to  ob¬ 
tain  this  effential  correfpond e nee  be¬ 
tween  the  rural  and  aftronomical 
figns,  it  was  only  neceffary  to  make  a 
flight  alteration  in  the  pofition  of  the 
fphere.  M.  Dupuis  oblerves,  that 
the  vernal  equinox  is  that  which  at 
firft  would  particularly  engage  the 
attention  of  mankind ;  that  it  was 
reprefented  by  the  expreffive  fvm- 
bol  of  a  balance,  and  that  it  was 
a  long-  time  before  this  came  to  fig- 
nify  the  equality  of  the  day  and 
night  at  the  autumnal  equinox. 
Then  carrying  his  views  back  to 
former  ages,  he  gives  this  lign  the 
place  that  had  been  originally  af- 
ixgned  to  it,  and  from  which  the  pre- 
peflion  alone  had  removed  it.  He 
gives  alfo  to  the  zodiac  a  retrograde 
motion,  without  however  changing 
the  eftablifhed  order  of  the  figns ; 
the  goat  quits  the  winter  folifice  ; 
the  year  begins  with  the  crab  ;  and 
as  to  the  other  figns,  nothing  is 
more  eafy  than  to  find  their  appli¬ 
cation.  It  is  in  Egypt  alone  that 
they  can  be  explained.  To  be  con¬ 
vinced  of  this,  it  will  be  fufheient  to 
examine  them  fucceffively  in  the 
feveral  (fations  occupied  by  each. 

u  The  point  of  the  Sun’s  depar¬ 
ture  had  been  fixed  originally  at  the 
fummer  fo  1ft ice.  When  arrived  at 
this  height,  he  could  not  be  more 
aptly  compared  than  to  the  animal 
that  delights  in  climbing  the  higheft 
mountains  and  moft  precipitous 
rocks.  The  goat  was  therefore  c.ho- 
fen  for  the  emblem.  It  was  repre¬ 
fented  in  conjunction  with  a  fifh,  be- 
canfe  at  that  time  the  Nile  began 
;tQ  iffue  from  its  bed.  The  oyerflow- 
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ing  of  this  river  was  figured  by 
Aquarius,  or  a  genius  holding  an 
urn  ;  becaufe  then  Egypt  refembled 
a  vaft  fea,  in  which  cities  and  vil¬ 
lages,  elevated  with  immenfe  la¬ 
bour,  fhewed  themfelves  like  iftands. 
Pifces  reprefented  the  inactive  life  ot 
the  inhabitants,  at  that  time  enjoy¬ 
ing  tranquillity  within  their  walls* 
Thus,  in  every  month  of  the  inun¬ 
dation,  a  fymbol  was  imagined  re¬ 
lative  to  the  phenomenon.  The 
three  that  follow  are  not  lefs  figni- 
ficant.  When  the  waters  retired, 
the  earth  was  Hill  too  moift  and  too 
full  of  mud  to  receive  the  impreflion 
of  the  plough  ;  but  it  was  foon  co¬ 
vered  with  grafs,  and  afforded  ex¬ 
cellent  pafture.  The  flocks  were  ad¬ 
mitted  to  it  when  the  ram  appeared* 
The  next  that  followed  was  the  bull, 
an  emblem  of  tillage.  Scarcely  had 
the  fields  received  the  feed  when 
plants  fprung  forth  on  every  hand. 
Thele  new  productions  appeared  in. 
the  eves  of  the  hufbandmen  like 
young  children  (Gemini),  or  like 
kids,  that  were  foon  to  conftituie  his 
wealth.  The  Sun,  after  continu¬ 
ing  daily  to  recede,  at  daft  ceafes  to 
fly,  and  foon  begins  to  return.  His 
courfe,  like  that  of  the  crab,  may 
be  properly  termed  retrograde  at 
this  time,  and  not  as  has  been  faief, 
at  the  time  of  the  folftice,  when,  as 
we  have  already  feen,  his  motion  be¬ 
gan.  The  fign  of  the  goat  is  ftili  lefs 
applicable  to  him,  when  he  is  at  the 
loweft  point  of  his  courfe  :  but  Ma- 
crobius  judged  of  the  pofition  of  the 
figns  according  to  that  which  took 
place  at  his  day  ;  and  it  is  not  fur- 
prifing  that  he  fhould  have  been  de¬ 
ceived  by  allnfions  which  at  flrft  fight 
feem  exceedingly  plaufible.  A 
month  after  the  winter  folftice,  the 
fruits  of  the  earth  arrive  at  maturity; 
and  every  thing  prefents  the  image 
of  an  abundant  harveft.  The  lion 
(Leo)  was  made  ufe  of  to  point  the 
G  3  yeV 
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yellow  colour  of  the  fields,  or  ra¬ 
ther  vegetation  in  full  vigour. 
Reaping  time,  which  in  Egypt  hap¬ 
pens  in  March  was  announced  by  a 
young  virgin  (Virgo)  holding  in  her 
hand  a  flieaf  of  corn.  This  fign  is 
one  of  tho’fe  on  account  of  which 
the  Egyptians  were,  denied  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  having  invented  the  zodiac. 
The  balance  is  found  here,  in  its 
true  place,  to  indicate  the  mold  bri- 
liant  epoch  of  the  year,  the  featon 
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[From  the  Second  Volume  of 

Description 

64  TT  Mployed  only  on  ufeful  ftu- 
jQy  dies,  and  fuch  as  may  con- 
duff  to  fortune,  the  Chinefe,  in  ge-r 
neral,  fet  very  little  value  on  poet¬ 
ry.  Seldom  does  the  art  of  making 
verfes  engage  the  attention,  or  ob¬ 
tain  the  rewards  of  government. 
This  ftudy  is  generally  purfued  from 
tafte,  or  to  nil  up  a  vacant  hour  ; 
but  it  is  never  followed  as  a  pro- 
fdlion.  The  Chinefe  fav  of  a  man 
of  letters,  that  he  has  the  talent  of 
making  good  yerfes,  almoft  in  the 
fame  manner  as  if  one  fhould  praife, 
in  Europe,  a  captain  of  dragoons, 
for  being  an  excellent  performer  on 
the.  violin.  A  tafte  for  poetry  is, 
however,  pretty  general  in  China  ; 
and  there  are  few  Chinefe  writers 
who  have  not  devoted  fome  part  of 
their  leifure  hours  to  the  Mufes. 
The  example  of  the  celebrated 
Tfeng-nan-fang,  who  never  wrote 
verfes,  is  even  cited  as  fomething 
very  extraordinary  :  he  is  compared, 
for  this  reafon,  to  the  flower  hai- 
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which  ought  to  be  the  mofi  inter- 
efting  to  every  people.  The  pefti- 
lential  difeafes  that  prevail  in  Egypt 
during  the  month  of  April  are  cha¬ 
racterized  by thefcorpion  (Scorpio). 
Laftly,  the  arrow,  with  which  Sa- 
gittarus  is  armed,  announced  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  Etefian  winds  ;  perhaps 
alfo,  that  time  of  the  year  in  which 
the  earth,  requiring  no  labour,  men. 
might  engage  themielves  in  the  chace 
or  in  military  excerci^es.,, 
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the  Abbe  Grosier’s  General 
of  China.] 

tang,  which  would  be  the  moil  beau¬ 
tiful  and  perfedt  of  flowers,  were  it 
not  deftitute  of  fmefl. 

44  When  rules  are  drawn  from 
nature,,  they  are  every  where  almoft 
the  fame.  The  Chinefe  art  of  poet¬ 
ry  differs,  therefore,  very  little  from 
that  of  Horace  and  Boileau.  We 
may  judge  of  this  by  the  precepts 
laid  down  in  the  fragment  of  a  Chi¬ 
nefe  book,  entitled  Ming-tchong. 

44  To  make  a  good  poem,  the  fub- 
44  jedt  muff  be  interefting,  and 
44  treated  in  an  attracting  manner  ; 
44  genius  muff  fhine  throughout  the 
44  whole,  and  be  fupported  by  a 
44  graceful,  brilliant,  and  fublime 
“  didfion.  The  poet  ought  to  tra- 
44  verfe,  with  a  rapid  flight,  the  ex- 
44  alted  regions  ot  phllofophy,  but 
44  without  deviating  from  the  nar- 
44  row  paths  of  truth,  though  it  is 
44  not  neceffary  that  he  fhould  en{ 
^  tirely  confine  himfelf  to  that  dqll 
44  round.  Good  tafte  wi  'l  only  par- 
44  don  fuch  digreffions  as  bring  him 

64  towgnri 


ACCOUNT  of  the  POETRY  of  the  CHINESE.  £103} 


u  towards  his  end*  and  which  exhi- 
44  bit  it  to  him  in  a  more  ftriking 
44  point  of  view.  Difappointment 
44  muff  attend  him,  if  he  fpeaks 
44  without  (peaking  to  the  purpofe, 
44  or  without  defcribing  things  with 
46  that  fire,  with  that  force,  arid  with 
46  that  energy,  which  prefent  them 
44  to  the  mind  as  a  painting  does  to 
44  the  eyes.  Elevation  of  thought, 
44  continued  imagery,  foftnefs,  and 
u  harmony,  form  true  poetry.  One 
44  muff  begin  with  grandeur,  paint 
64  every  thing  exprefTed,  [often  the 
€4  [hades  of  thofe  which  are  of  leaft 
44  importance,  coiled  all  Into  one 
44  point  of  view,  and  carry  the  read- 
44  er  thither  with  a  rapid  Sight. 
44  Poetry  fpeaks  the  language  of  the 
*'4  paffions,  of  fentiment,  and  of  rear 
64  foil :  but,  when  it  lends  its  voice 
44  to  men,  it  ought  to  aflame  the 
44  tone  proper  for  the  age,  ran  If,  fex> 
44  and  prejudices  of  each.” 

44  The  Chinefe  verification  has 
its  rules ;  and  it  is  attended  with  no 
lefs  difficulties  than  the  French.  The 
choice  of  poetical  expreffions  is,  a- 
above  all,  very  embarraffimg.  Chi¬ 
nefe  verfes  admit  only  of  the  rnoif 
energetic,  pidurefque,  and  harmo- 
nious  words  ;  and  they  muff  be  al¬ 
ways  ufed  in  the  fame  fenfe  in  which 
they  have  been  employed  by  the  an¬ 
cients.  In  one  of  the  editions  of  the 
poetical  works  of  the  emperor  Kang- 
hi,  who  died  in  1722,  the  editors 
have  carried  their  attention  fo  far, 
as  to  juflify,  by  examples  drawn  from 
the  greateft  poets,  all  the  expreffions 
which  that  prince  made  ufe  of. 
Such  a  labour,  undoubtedly,  indi¬ 
cates  and  fuppofes  a  chafle  and  de¬ 
licate  tafte  in  a  nation.  Each  verfe 
can  contain  only  a  certain  number  of 
words,  all  of  which  muff  be  ranged 
according  to  the  rules  of  quantity, 
and  terminate  in  a  rhyme.  The 
number  of  verfes  which  compofe  a 
ibophe  is  hdt  determined  j  but  they 


muff  be  uniform,  and  prefent  the 
fame  difiribution  of  rhymes.,  The 
fmall  number  of  poetical  expreffions 
which  are  contained  in  the  Chinefe 
language,  has  rendered  it  neceffary 
to  extend  the  poetical  licence  to  a 
great  length  in  this  refpefh  The 
Chinefe  poets  are  allowed  to  employ 
a  blank  verfe  in  every  four. 

44  As  the  Chinefe  poets  have  not 
the  fame  refources  as  Europeans,  in 
the  attracting  fid  ions  of  mythology, 
they  fupply  the  deficiency  occafioned 
by  the  want  of  thofe  beauties  which 
cur  poetry  derives  from  this  aid,  by 
fevera.1  different  methods.  Fir  ft,  by 
bold  and  ingenious  metaphors,  fuit* 
ed  to  the  fpirif  of  their  language. 
The  eagle,  for  example,  is  ffiyled, 
i?i  their  verfes,  44  the  heft  of  the 
44  clouds;”  the  jack-daw,  “the  bird 
44  of  fpeech;”  a  mat  upon  which 
one  repofes,  44  the  king* lorn  of  i]eep; n 
the  lamb,  44  the  fucker  on  its  Jptieesj** 
the  head,  44  the  fanduary  pf  rea- 
44  fon;”  the  flomac.h,  44  the  fabo* 
“  ratory  of  aliments;”  the  eyes, 
44  the  Ears  of  the  forehead;”  the 
ears,  44  the  princes  of  hearing ;  ”  the 
nofe,  44  the  mountain  of  fources,” 
&c.  Secondly,  they  ufe  the  names 
of  feveral  animals  in  an  allegorical 
fenfe  :  thus,  the  dragon,  tyger,  kite, 
and  fwallpw,  fupply  the  place  of 
Jupiter,  Mars,  Mercury,  and  Flora. 
Thirdly,  they  often  borrow  beauti¬ 
ful  expreffions  from  their  king, 
which  they  have  the  art  of  intro¬ 
ducing  aptly,  and  with  great  proprb 
ety.  To  fignify  a  hulband  and  wife, 
they  make  ufe  of  the  word  Tong- 
fin  (thofe  whp  have  only  one  heart), 
an  expreffion  of  the  Chi-king.  They 
call  widows  and  orphans  Tieh-kiong, 
the  poor  of  heaven,  Fourthly,  they 
are  able  alfp  to  procure  great  affift- 
ance  from  the  manners  and  cuftoms 
of  high  antiquity,  of  which  they 
pieferve  fentences  ;  and  they  fome- 
tkpes  Imitate  the  manners  orfpeak- 
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ing  prabtifed  in  thofe  remote  ages. 
Their  hiftory,  the  abtions  and  re¬ 
partees  of  their  emperors,  the  max¬ 
ims  of  their  ancient  literati,  furnifh 
them  alio  with  a  great  number  of 
beautiful  and  agreeable  alluhons, 
which  have  often  great  force  and 
ffrength,  For  example  :  a  painter, 
of  the  dynafty  of  the  Tang,  when 
|re  was  about  to  paint  an  angry  ty- 
ger,  never  took  up  his  pencil,  until 
he  had  firft  given  a  fpur  to  his  ima¬ 
gination,  by  copious  draughts  of 
ifrong  liquor  :  hence  Hoa-hou,  (to 
paint  the  tyger)  fignifies,  at  prefent, 
to  drink  hard.  A  philofopher,  to 
avoid  the  iron  hand  of  periecution, 
having  retired  to  a  defert,  found  no¬ 
thing  but  a  peach-tree  and  a  cryftal 
fpring  :  hence  comes  the  expreftioii, 
£4  Tao-yuen,  (a  peach-tree,  and  a 
*4  fpring),”  to  fignify  the  (blitudp 
of  the  fage,  A11  emperor,  observ¬ 
ing  a  hedge  of  large  bamboos,  the 
roots  of  which  were  ftirrcunded  by 
vigorous  fhoots,  exclaimed,  44  Be- 
hold  the  fymbol  of  a  father  happy 
P  in  his  children  I”  In  allufion  tp 
this  expreffion,  the  poets  have  ft  nee 
faid  44  Tchou-ften,  (ftipot  of  the 
bamboo),”  to  fignify,  a  fon wor¬ 
thy  of  futceeding  his  father.  A  widow 
whofe  memory  has  been  preferved 
by  hiftory,  cut  off  her  nofe,  in  order 
that  flie  might  not  be  forced  to  enter 
a  fecond  time  into  the  married  ftite  ; 
and,  at  prefent,  to  fay  of  a  woman, 
that  “file  will  not  cut  off  her  nofe,” 
conveys  an  inuendo  replete  with  the 
bittereft  latire.  Thefe  examples 
prove,  that  genius,  imagination,  and 
pnthufiafm,  are  not  futhcient  to  form 
a  Chinefe  poet.  To  thefe  gifts  pf 
future,,  be  muft  add  alio  the  riches 
of  erudition,  which  can  be  acquired 
only  by  ftudy  and  application. 

“  The  Chi-king  is  the  moft  va¬ 
luable  treafure  of  the  ancient  Chi- 
pefe  poetry,  and  holds  the  third  rank 


among  the  canonical  books.  This 
collebtion  contains  three  hundred, 
poetical  pieces,  extracted  from  a 
much  more  voluminous  work,  wdiich 
was  preferved  in  the  imperial  li¬ 
brary  of  the  Tcheou.  The  Chinefe 
are  indebted  for  this  work  to  Com 
fucius,  who  reviled  and  arranged  it 
in  the  year  4R4  before  the  Chriftian 
aera.  The  Chi-king  is  divided  into 
three  parts-;  the  firft,  entitled  Koue-* 
fong,  (the  manners  of  kingdoms), 
contains  poems  and  fongs,  which 
were  current  among  the  p  ople,  and 
which  the  emperors,  when  they 
made  a  tour  through  the  empire, 
ordered  to  be  collected,  that  they 
might  thence  he  enabled  to  judge  of 
the  ftate  of  public  manners.  The 
fecond,  called  Ya,  (excellence)  h 
divided  into  ta-va  and  fiao-va,  ( great 
and  little  excellence)  ;  thefe  two 
febtions  contain  odes,  fongs,  hymns, 
elegies,  fatires,  epithalamia,  &c. 
The  third  part,  named  Song 
(praifes),  contains  hymns  and  verfes, 
which  were  fung  at  facrifices,'  and 
in  ceremonies  prabtifed  in  honour 
of  anceftors.  All  the  literati  agree 
that  feveral  of  thefe  poetical  pieces 
bear  evident  marks  of  being  written 
in  tjie  tipie  of  Ouen-ouang,  and 
of  Vourouang,  his  fon,  that  is  tp 
fay,  that  they  are  as  old  as  the  end 
cf  the  twelfth  ceqturv  before  our 
aera  ;  the  reft  appeared  under  the 
different  reigns  of  the  following  em¬ 
perors,  till  Confucius.  The  praifes 
of  the  Chinefe  can  never  be  ex- 
haufted  when  they  fpeak  of  the  fub-v 
lirnity,  foitnefs,  fimplipity,  and  an¬ 
cient  tafte  of  thefe  pieces  ;  they 
confefs  that  all  the  fucceeding  ages 
have  not  been  abje  tp  produce  any 
thing  which  can  be  put  in  competi¬ 
tion  with  them  ;  44  The  fix  virtues, ** 
fay  they,  “are  like  the  foul  of  the' 
“  Chi-king  ;  no  age  has  been  able 
44  to  wither  the  brilliant  flower* 
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With  which  they  are  there  crown¬ 
ed  ;  and  no  age  will  produce  any 
u  fo  beautiful.’ * 

<4  To  give  a  clearer  idea  of  the 
Chinefe  ooetrv,  we  iliall  here  trail- 
fcribe  tome  pieces  of  the  Chi-king, 
tranflated  by  a  miffionary  refident 
at  Peking,  who  died  feveral  years 
ago.  ,  ;  . 

A  -CHINESE  ODE. 

u  WIT H  what  delight  does  the 
eye  wander  over  the  furrounding 
landfcape !  A  river  gently  glides 
along  through  the  plain  which  it 
embellifhes  with  the  Ions:  canal 

o 

formed  by  its  waters.  On  the  fouth 
mountains  majedically  rife,  in  the 
form  of  an  amphitheatre,  while  on 
the  oppofite  banks  reeds  and  pines, 
covered  with  a  never-fading  ver¬ 
dure.  invite  the  frelh  breath  of  the 
cooling  zephyrs.  Delightful  a- 
bodes  !  thofe  who  inhabit  you  live 
like  brothers.  Never  is  the  voice 
of  difcord  heard  among  you.  What 
glory  fhall  be  yours !  The  prince, 
whofe  inheritance  you  are,  hath 
chofen  you  for  his  refidence.  Al¬ 
ready  is  the  plan  of  his  palace  form¬ 
ed,  proud  walls  arife,  and  grand 
piazzas  are  building  on  the  ead  and 
well.  Haften  to  come,  O  great 
prince  !  haden  to  come  ;  fports  and 
jpleafures  a  waft  thy  arrival.  The 
folid  foundations,  which  are  now 
'  laying  with  redoubled  drokes  of 
the  hammer,  difplay  thy  wifdom. 
Neither  rains  nor  dorms  fhall  ever 
prevail  againd  them..  Never  fhall 
the  infe£t,  which  creeps  or  walks, 
penetrate  thy  habitation.  The 
guard  who  watches,  is  fometimes 
furprifed  ;  the  mod  rapid  dart  may 
err  3  the  frightened  pigeon  forgets 
the  ufe  of  its  wings  ;  and  the  phea¬ 
sant,  with  difficulty,  flies  before 
the  eagle ;  but  before  thee,  every 
obdacle  difappears  and  vanifhes. 
Wi£h  what  majeftic  grandeur  do 


RY  of  the  CHINESE.  fioS] 

thefe  colonnades  rear  their  fronts ! 
How  immenfe  are  thofe  halls  !  Lof¬ 
ty  columns  fupport  the  ceiling,  the 
brightnefs  of  the  day  illuminates 
them,  apd  penetrates  them  on  all 
ddes.  It  is  here  that  my  prince  re- 
poles ;  it  is  here  that  he  deeps,  up¬ 
on  long  mats,  woven  with  great 
art.  I  have  dreamed,  faid  he* 
when  he  awoke,  of  what  I  have 
feen,  explain  the  myderious  fmean- 
ing.  Thy  dream,  O  prince,  an¬ 
nounces  nothing  but  happinefs. 
Y  on  beheld  bears  and  dragons  ~ 
bears  indicate  the  birth  of  an  heir, 
and  dragons  that  of  a  princefs.  My 
pr edition  is  accomplifhed.  The 
much-widied  for  heir  is  born.  Laid 
in  his  cradle,  he  fports  with  a  fcep- 
ire.  Ail  the  magnificence  that  fur- 
rounds  him  cannot  foften  his  con- 
draint.  He  Tends  forth  cries,  but 
they  are  the  cries  of  a  hero.  Be 

j 

comforted,  O  illudrious  child !  the 
purple  in  which  thou  art  clothed, 
tells  thee,  that  thou  art  bom  for  the 
throne,  and  for  our  happinefs.  I 
behold,  alfo,  a  princefs  wrapped  up 
in  humble  fwaddling  cloaths.  A 
brick,  the  fymbol  of  her  fex,  lies  by 
her  fide.  May  die  be  exempt  from 
vice,  if  die  be  deditute  of  virtue  ! 
Her  dediny  calls  her  to  the  tor¬ 
menting  cares  of  a  family,  but  they' 
may  conduct  her  to  glory.  May 
her  augud  parents  fee  her  attain  to 
it.  May  die  enjoy  all  thofe  rewards 
which  her  merits  deferve. 

44  The  tender  and  affeHing  fend- 
bility  which  reigns  throughout  the 
following  piece,  eafily  difcovers  it 
to  be  of  the  plaintive  and  elegiac 
kind. 

THE  COMPLAINT  OF  A  LAWFUL 

stouse  repudiated. 

il  LIKE  two  clouds  united  in 
the  upper  regions  of  the  air,  which 
the  mod  furious  dorms  cannot  fe- 
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parate,  we  were  bound  to  each  other 
by  the  eternal  ties  of  Hymen/;  our 
hearts,  ever  after,  ought  to  have 
formed  only  one.  The  ffnalleft  di- 
vifion,  occafxoned  by  paffion  or  dif- 

fuft,  would  have  been  a  crime  %  yet, 
ke  him  who  tears  up  the  grafs  and 
leaves  the  roots,  thou  hail  baniihed 
me  from  thy  home,  as  if,  unfaithful 
to  my  glory  and  to  my  virtue,  I 
were  no  longer  worthy  of  being  thy 
fpoufe,  and  could  ceafe  to  be  fo ! 
Behold,  O  Heaven,  and  judge  !  my 
heart  fondly  turns  to  the  abode  I 
have  left.  Ungrateful  man  !  he 
accompanied  me  only  a  few  ileps ; 
he  turned  from  me  at  his  gate  ;  he 
found  pleafure  in  quitting  me.  He 
adores,  then,  the  new  objedl  of  his 
adulterous  pafflon  ;  they  are  alrea¬ 
dy  like  a  brother  and  lifter,  who 
have  not  feen  one  another  from  in¬ 
fancy.  Begone  !  thy  infidelity  will 
corrupt  thy  new  wedlock,  and  em¬ 
bitter  all  its  fweets.  O,  heavens  ! 
he  celebrates  his  new  nuptials  with 
joy  !  I  am  become  vile  in  his  light ; 
pe  deftres  my  prefence  no  longer ; 
and  I — I  defire  his  repentance  no 
more.  What  pains  did  I  not  en¬ 
dure  while  tolled  with  him  on  the 
rapid  ftream  of  life  1  To  what  la¬ 
bours  did  I  not  devote  myfelf  for 
tire  interefts  of  his  houfe  1  I  facri- 
ficed  mvfelf  to  render  him  happy. 
It  was  I  who  atfradled  all  thofe 
friends  whofe  hearts  were  warmed 
with  affedfion  towards  him  ;  yet  he 
cannot  love  me  !  he  even  hates,  de~ 
fpifes,  and  forgets  me.  My  fortune, 
only,  engaged  his  love,  and  my 
charms  faded  when  I  had  rendered 
him  happy.  What  endearments  and 
felicity  did  I  not  prepare  for  our  old 
age  S  But  another  will  folace  thee 
•for  their  lofs,  while  I  am  languilh- 
dng  midft  ignominy  and  grief.  Alas  1 
■how  dreadful  were  tbv  looks !  they 
£i earned  nothing  but  hatred  and 
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fury.  My  misfortunes  are  paft  re¬ 
medy.  He  is  even  offended  at  my, 
affection,  and  blulhes  at  my  kind- 
nelsd’ 

The  following  Ode  on  fraternal 

Love,  is  one  of  the  moft  efteem- 

ed  poetical  Pieces  in  China : 

“NO  tree  can  be  compared  to 
the  Tchang-ti,  which  the  ipring 
crowns  with  a  thoufand  flowers  ;  no 
man  be  compared  to  a  brother.  A 
brother  laments  a  brother  with  un¬ 
feigned  tears.  Were  his  body  fuf- 
pended  over  an  abyfs  from  the  point 
of  a  rock ;  were  it  funk  in  the  pefin- 
lential  waves  of  the  deepeft  gulf, 
he  would  procure  it  a  tomb.  The 
folitary  turtle  fighs  midft  the  filence 
of  the  grove  ;  but  I,  in  my  affliction, 
have  a  brother  who  fhares  my  bur¬ 
den.  The  tendered:  friend  feeks  only 

^  i 

to  allay  my  grief ;  my  brother  feels 
it,  he  confiders  it  as  his  own.  Paf¬ 
fion  may  fteal  into  our  habitation, 
and  with  her  envenomed  breath  dif- 
turb  our  repofe ;  but  when  danger 
approaches,  my  brother  protects  me 
with  his  body,  and  he  becomes  my 
fliield.  What  joy  does  it  give  him 
to  fee  me  delivered !  What  plea¬ 
fure  to  behold  me  happy !  Men  fiiare 
their  felicity  with  relations ;  the 
fociety  of  a  brother  augments  it. 
The  moft  agreeable  entertainments 
are  thofe  where  I  behold  mine  ,*  the 
moft  delicious  banquet  is  that,  where 
he  is  feated  by  my  fitde.  My  foul 
expands  in  his  prefence  ;  I  pour  it 
\Vifhout  referve  into  his  bofom. 
Fraternal  affedHon  has  all  the  ten- 
dernefs  of  love.  An  amiable  fpoufe 
may  intoxicate  witfi  the  endear¬ 
ments  of  wedlock  ;  a  virtuous  pro¬ 
geny  may  add  to  our  joys,  but  if' 
we  wifh  to  fecure  felicity,  let  it  be 
cemented  by  fraternal  affeftion. 
The  kin  and  the  cue,  in  a  concert, 
give  fupport,  and  add  to  the.  harmo- 
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liy  of  the  voices,  O,  fraternal  af¬ 
fection,  happy  are  the  families  where 
,thou  reigiieff !  Thy  charms  invite 
thither  every  virtue,  and  banifh 
every  vice. 

44  The  Ohrtefe  poefs  are  no 
Grangers  tq  the  charms,  of  philofo- 
phy ;  they  can  even  diffufe  its  beau¬ 
ties  throughout  their  fmalleff  pieces. 
The  following  exhibits  a  picture  of 
the  contentment  and  calm  indiffer¬ 
ence  of  a  Chinefe  fage  in  his  retire¬ 
ment. 

44  My  palace  is  a  fmall  chamber, 
three  times  my  length.  Magnifi¬ 
cence  never  yet  found  entrance  there, 
but  neatnefs  is  my  conftant  compa¬ 
nion.  A  mat  is  my  bed,  a  piece  of 
cotton  doth,  doubled,  is  my  cover¬ 
ing.  Thefe  afford  me  a  feat  in  the 
day,  and  on  thefe  do  I  repofe  dur¬ 
ing  night.  On  the  one  fide,  hands 
my  lamp  ;  on  the  other,  a  vafe  fill¬ 
ed  with  fweet  odour.  No  noife  af- 
fails  my  ears  but  the  finging  of  birds, 
the  whiffling  of  the  winds,  and  the 
murmuring  of  a  fountain.  My  win¬ 
dow  can  fhtit,  and  my  window  can 
be  opened,  but  only  for  the  wife ; 
the  wicked  never  dare  approach  it. 
I  neither  fhave  my  head,  like  a 
bonze,  nor  do  I  faff  like  a  tao-ffee. 
Truth  hath  fixed  her  abode  in  my 
heart,  and  innocence  guides  my  ac¬ 
tions.  Without  mafter,  and  with¬ 
out  difciples,  I  indulge  in  no  empty 
dreams,  nor  do  I  pafs  my  life  in 
writing  words,  much  lefs  in  whet¬ 
ting  the  pointed  fhafts  of  fatire,  or 
painting  praifes.  Ambitious  views 
never  enter  my  mind,  nor  do  vail 
projeCts  employ  my  thoughts  ;  glory 
moves  me  as  little  as  riches,  and 
pleafure  in  vajn  tq  me  difplays  her 
charms.  Solitude  and  repofe  are 
my  only  defire.  Tranquillity  beams 
upon  me  from  all  fides  ;  confufiou 
and  tumult  fly  far  from  me.  When 
I  contemplate  the  heavens,  my  cou¬ 


rage  revives;  when  I  furvey  the 
earth,  I  am  comforted.  I  live  in 
the  world,  as  if  abfent  fiom  it. 
Day  brings  on  a  day,  and  year  fol-. 
lows  year ;  the  laff  will  conduct  me 
into  port,  and  I  fhall  have  lived  for 
myfelf.55 

44  The  Chinefe  are  acquainted 
with  moff  of  thofe  kinds  of  poetry 
which  are  in  ufe  among  us.  They 
have  ffanzas,  odes,  elegies,  idylls, 
eclogues,  epigrams,  fatires,  and  even 
bouts  rimes.  The  common  people, 
alfo,  have  ballads  and  fongs  peculiar 
to  themfelves.  Some  of  the  moll 
diffinguifhed  of  the  literati  have 
even  thought  it  of  importance  to 
turn  into  verfe  for  them  the  moft 
celebrated  maxims  of  morality,  the 
duties  of  the  different  conditions, 
and  the  rules  of  civility.  <4  If  good 
44  grain/5  fay  they,  44  produces  only 
44  If  raw,  it  will  benefit  the  ground 
44  by  preventing  the  growth  of 
44  weeds.55 

44  Seldom  is  the  Chinefe  poetry 
difgraced  by  obfcenity.  It  muff, 
at  leaf!,  be  decently  concealed,  and 
appear  only  by  the  aid  of  allegory 
and  grammatical  niceties,  peculiar 
to  the  language.  For  example; 
there  are  certain  pieces  where  the 
characters  prefent  one  fenfe,  and 
their  found,  taken  feparately  an¬ 
other  ;  in  others,  feme  ffrokes  of 
the  characters  muff  be  retrenched, 
before  the  fenfe  of  the  author  can 
be  difcovered  ;  in  others,  they  muff 
be  read  backwards.  But  whatever 
add  refs  or  fubterfuges  a  Chinefe 
Petronius.  may  employ,  he  pays 
dear  for  them  if  his  works  fall  into 
the  hands  of  government.  Some 
years  ago,  a  prince,  uncle  to  the 
prefent  emperor,  took  the  liberty 
of  writing  feme  verfes,  rather  too 
free,  upon  a  fan  belonging  to  one 
of  his  concubines,  which  the  latter 
had  the  imprudence  to  lend  to  one 
of  her  female  friends.  The  fan 
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was  carried  to  the  emperor ;  he 
few  the  verfes,  and  he  ordered  that 
they  fhould  be  read  publicly,  be¬ 
fore  all  the  princes  of  the  blood, 
every  time  they  were  afiembled  in  the 
palace,  and  that  they  fhould  be  in¬ 
formed  they  were  the  production  of 
his  uncle ;  nor  did  the  emperor,  till 
after  a  multiplicity  of  readings, 
free  the  prince  from  the  fhame  oc- 
tafioned  by  this  humiliating  lefTbn. 

44  It  is  inconfequence  of  that  rigid 
and  fevefe  attention  which  watches 
«ver  eyery  thing  in  the  lead:  tend¬ 
ing  to  corrupt  public  manners,  that 
all  romances,  without  exception,  are 
exprefsly  prohibited  by  the  laws. 

44  The  fame  emperor,  on  the 
throne  at  prefent,  difcredited  three, 
which  were  reckoned  mader-pieces 
in  their  kind ;  the  fird,  becaufe  it 
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greatly  tended  to  leffen  the  natural 
abhorrence  which  people  have  of 
murder,  was  digmatized.  by  the 
character  tao,  which  figmfies  knife, 
or  dagger  ;  the  fecond,  which  is  a 
romance,  filled  with  devils  and  for- 
cerers,  was  marked  with  the  cha¬ 
racter  sie,  falfe,  or  iyar  ;  and  the 
third,  with  the  character  in,  filthy, 
or  obfce^ie,  becaufe  it  contains  a- 
morous  adventures.,  and  licentious 
intrigues..  The  police,  however, 
lefs  fevere  than  the  laws,  permits 
fuch  novels  and  romances  as  have 
an  ufeful  tendency,  or  in  which  no¬ 
thing  is  found  prejudicial  to  morali¬ 
ty.  Every  author  who  writes  a- 
gaind  government,  is  puniflied  with 
death,  as  well  as  all  thofe  who  have 
had  any  hand  in  the  printing  or  did 
tribution  of  his  works.’5 


OBSERVATIONS  on  the  chief,  Obje&s  of  CRITICISM  in 

Shakespeare* 

[From  Mr.  RICHARDSON’s  Eflays  on  Shakespeare’s  Dramatic 
Character  of  Sir  John  Falstaff,  &c.] 


U  TVT  ®  poetical  writer  among 
the  moderns  has  afforded 
more  employment  to  critics  and  com¬ 
mentators  than  Shakefpeare.  As  he 
wrote  while  the  manners,  no  lefs 
than  the  language,  of  his  country¬ 
men,  were  very  different  from  what 
they  are  at  prefent ;  and  as  he  is 
reported  to  have  been  very  carelefs 
about  the  fate  of  his  performances 
after  they  were  given  to  the  public, 
he  is  become  in  many  indanCes  dif¬ 
ficult,  and  almod  unintelligible. 
Hence  feveral  learned  and  difcerning 
editors  have  rendered  effential  fer- 
vice  to  the  literature  of  their  coun¬ 
try,  by  explaining  his  obfolete 
phrafes,  by  freeing  his  text  from  fpu- 


rious  paffages,  and  by  elucidating 
his  frequent  allufions  to  obfcure  or 
antiquated  cudoms.  Labours  of 
this  fort  are  fo  much  the  more  valu- 
ble,  as  Shakefpeare  is  judlv  account¬ 
ed  the  great  poet  of  human  nature. 
Even  to  moralids  and  philofophers, 
his  difplay  and  illudration  of  paf- 
fions  and  manners,  may  afford  not 
only  amufement,  but  indrudtion. 

44  The  operations  of  the  mind,” 
as  has  been  well  obferved  by  an  ano¬ 
nymous  writer  in  his  remarks  on 
fome  of  the  preceding  effays,  44  are 
44  more  complex  than  thofe  of  the 
44  body  ;  its  motions  are  progref- 
44  five :  its  ti  anfitions  abrupt  and 
^  inffimtaneous ;  its  attitudes  un¬ 
certain 
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*<■  certain  and  momentary.  The  paf- 
u  lions  purfue  their  courfe  with  ce- 
ferity;  their  dire&ion  may  be 
44  changed,  or  their  impetiiolity 
44  modified  by  a  number  of  caufes 
44  which  are  far  from  being  obvious, 
u  and  which  frequently  efcape  our 
44  obfervation.  It  would  therefore 
44  be  of  great  importance  to  philo- 
44  fophicai  fcrutiny,  if  the  pofition 
44  of  the  mind,  in  any  given  cir- 
*  44  cumftances,  could  be  fixed  till  it 
■ 44  was  deliberately  furveyed  ;  if  the 
44  caufes  which  alter  its  feelings  and 
44  alterations  could  be  accurately 
44  ihewn,  and  their  effects  afcertained 
4  4  wi th  precifion. 5  ’  T o  accomplifli 
thefe  ends,  the  dramatic  writers,  and 
particularly  Shakefpeare,  may  be 
-of  the  greateftufe,  An  attempt  has 
accordingly  been  made  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  difcourfes,  to  employ  the  light 
which  he  affords  us  in  illuftrating 
fome  curious  and  intereffing  views 
of  human  nature. 

44  In  Macbeth,  milled  by  an  over¬ 
grown  and  gradually  perverted  pai- 
fion,  44  we  trace  the  progrefs  of  that 
44  corruption,  by  which  the  virtues 
44  of  the  mind  are  made  to  contri- 
44  bute  to  the  completion  of  its  de- 
44  pravify.”  In  Hamlet" we  have  a 
finking  reprefentation  of  the  pain, 
of  the  dejeCtion,  and  contention  of 
fpirit,  produced  in  a  perfbn,  not  on¬ 
ly  of-exquifite,  but  of  moral  and  cor¬ 
rect  fenfibility,  by  the  conviction  of 
extreme  enormity  of  condudt  in 
thofe  whom  he  loves,  or  willies  to 
love  and  eileem.  We  obferve  in 
Jacques,  how 

“  Goodnefs  wounds  itfelf, 

44  And  fweet  affe&lon  proves  the  Ipring  of 
woe.” 

We  fee  in  Imogen,  that  per- 
fons  of  real  mildnefs  and  gentie- 
nefs  of  dilpolition,  fearing  or  fuf- 
fering  evil,  by  the  ingratitude  or 
incqnfiancy  of  thofe  on  whofe  af- 


fedtions  they  had  reafon  to  depend, 
are  more  felicitous  than  jealous  ;  ex* 
prefs  regret  rather  than  refentment; 
and  are  more  apt  to  be  overwhelm¬ 
ed  with  forrow  than  inflamed  with 
revenge.  In  contemplating  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  Richard  the  Third,  we  fee* 
and  are  enabled  to  explain,  the  ef¬ 
fect  produced  upon  the  mind  by  the 
difplay  of  great  intellectual  ability, 
employed  for  inhuman  and  perfidi¬ 
ous  purpofes.  We  are  led,  on  the 
other  hand,  by  an  obvious  connec¬ 
tion,  to  obferve,  in  the  character  of 
Falffaff,  the  effect  produced  on  the 
mind  by  the  difplay  of  confiderable 
ability,  directed  by  fenfual  appetites 
and  mean  defires.  King  Lear  illn- 
ftrates,  that  mere  fenfibility,  unin¬ 
fluenced  by  a  fenfe  of  propriety, 
leads  men  to  an  extravagant  expref- 
non  both  of  focial  and  unfocial  feel¬ 
ings  ;  renders  them  capricioufly  in- 
conffant  in  their  affeCtions ;  variable, 
and  of  courfe  irrefolute,  in  their 
condudt.  In  Tim  on  of  Athens,  we 
have  an  excellent  . illuftration  of  felf- 
deceit,  difplayed  in  the  confequences 
or  that  inconsiderate  profufion  which 
affumes  the  appear  ance  of  liberality, 
and  is  fuppofed,  even  by  the  inoon- 
fiderate  perfon  himfelf,  to  proceed 
from  a  generous  principle  ;  but 
which,  in  reality,  has  its  chief  origin 
in  the  love  of  diftinCtion. 

44  But  while  Shakefpeare  fur* 
nilhes  excellent  illuffrations  of  ma¬ 
ny  paffions  and  affeCtions,  and  of 
many  lingular  combinations  of  paf- 
fion,  aff’edation,  and  ability,  in  va¬ 
rious  characters,  we  perceive,  in  the 
jnftnefs  of  his  imitation,  the  felicity 
of  his  invention.  While  he  44  holds 
44  up  a  mirror,”  in  which  we  recog¬ 
nize  the  features  and  completions  of 
many  powers  and  principles  in  the 
human  mind,  we  muff  admire  that 
fine  poll  ill  by  which  they  are  receiv¬ 
ed  and,  reflected*  He  may  be  irre¬ 
gular 
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gular  in  the  ftruture  of  his  fable, 
incorret  in  his  geographical  or  hif- 
torical  knowledge,  and  too  clofe  an 
dmitator  of  nature  in  his  mixture  of 
ferious  and  ludicrous  incidents  ;  for 
thefe  are  his  principal  errors  :  but 
sin  the  faithful  difplay  of  character, 
■he  has  not  hitherto  been  furpaffed. 
Nor  can  the  careiellhefs  imputed  to 
Tim  in  fome  other  refpets,  be 
•  charged  upon  him,  without  injuftice, 
Tn  his  portraits  of  human  life. 

“  The  true  method  of  eftimating 
his  merit  in  this  particular,  is  by 
filch  an  examination  as  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  difcourfeshasbeen  fuggefted, 
and  in  fome  meafure  attempted. 
General  remarks  are  often  vague ; 
and,  to  perfons  of  difcernment,  af¬ 
ford  fmall  fat isfafti on.  But  if  we 
« conftder  the  fentiments  and  actions, 
attributed  by  the  poet  to  his  various 
>  xharaters,  as  fo  many  faffs  ;  if  we 
obferve  their  agreement  or  difagree- 
yment,  their  aim,  or  their  origin  ; 
and  if  we  clafs  them  according  to 
their  common  qualities,  or  connect 
them  by  their  original  principles,  we 
fliall  ascertain,  with  fome  accuracy, 
the  truth  of  the  reprefentation. 
For,  without  having  our  judgments 
founded  in  this  manner,  they  are 
liable  to  change,  error,  and  incon- 
ftftency.  Thus  the  moralift  becomes 
a  critic:  and  the  two  iciences  of 
ethics  and  criticifm  appear  to  be  in¬ 
timately  and  very  naturally  connect¬ 
ed.  In  truth,  no  one  who  is  unac¬ 
quainted  with  the  human  mind,  or 
entertains  improper  notions  of  hu- 
*nan  conduct,  can  difcern  excellence 
in  the  higher  fpecies  of  poetical  com- 
pofition. 

u  It  may  be  fa  id  however,  in  a 
fuperficial  or carelefs  manner,  u  that 
“  in  matters  of  this  kind,  laborious 
difquifttion  is  unneceffary  :  and 
that  we  can  perceive  or  feel  at 
once,  whether  delineations  of 
u  character  be  v/ell  or  ill  executed.’ * 


tt 

a 

a 


Perfons,  indeed,  of  fuch  catholic 
and  intuitive  tafte,  require  no  eru¬ 
dition.  Confcious  of  their  high  il¬ 
lumination,  they  will  fcorn  refearch, 
and  reject  enquiry.  Yet  many  of 
thofe  who  find  amufement  in  fme 
writing,  cannot  boaft  of  fuch  exqui- 
fite  and  peculiar  endowments.  As  they 
need  fome  inftrution  before  they  can 
determine  concerning  the  merit  of 
thofe  delineations  that  imitate  exter¬ 
nal  objets  ;  fo  they  need  no  incon- 
fide table  inftrution  before  they  will 
t ru ft  to  their  own  impreflions  con¬ 
cerning  the  difplay  of  the  human 
mind.  Now,  if  criticifm  be  ufeful 
in  forming,  or  in  ratifying  our  tafte 
for  what  is  excellent  in  language, 
imagery,  and  arrangement  of  parts, 
it  is  furely  no  lefs  ufeful  in  regulat¬ 
ing  our  judgment  concerning  the 
imitation  of  human  powers  and  pro-, 
penfities.  Or  is  it  an  ealier  matter 
to  determine  whether  an  affedtion 
of  the  mind  be  called  forth  on  a  fit 
occafion,  exprefted  with  no  unfuit- 
able  ardor,  aud  combined  with  pro¬ 
per  adjuncts,  than  to  judge  con¬ 
cerning  the  aptnefsof  acomparifon? 
or  the  fymmetry  of  a  fentence  ?  Yet, 
in  the  prefent  ftate  of  literary  im- 
provement,  none,  without  being 
confcious  of  having  cultivated  their 
powers  of  tafte,  will  decide  with  af- 
furance  concerning  the  beauties  eft 
ther  of  imagery  or  of  language : 
and  none,  whofe  range  of  observa¬ 
tion  has  been  extenfive,  will  pro¬ 
nounce  the  knowledge  of  human  na¬ 
ture,  of  the  paftions  and  feelings  of 
the  heart,  a  matter  of  much  eafier’ 
attainment.  If  the  difplay  of  cha¬ 
racter  require  the  higheft  exer¬ 
tion  of  poetical  talents,  that  fpe¬ 
cies  of  criticifm  which  leads  us  to 
judge  concerning  the  poet’s  conducft 
in  fo  arduous  an  enterprize,  is  not 
inferior,  or  unimportant. 

“  Add  to  this,  that  the  differences 
of  opinion  concerning  fome  of 

Shakeipeare’s 
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Shakefpeare’s  moft  diftinguilhed  miine  and  agreeable  imitations  of 
characters,  which  the  author  of  thefe  human  nature,  and  whofe  judgments 
imperfect  eflays  has  had  occafion  to  are  not  milled  by  prejudice,  even 
remark,  fincethey  were  firft  offered  though  they  fliould  receive  immedi- 
to  an  indulgent  public,  are  futficient  ate  enjoyment  from  the  delineations 
to  fatisfy  him,  that  fuch  d'lfquilitions  they  contemplate,  and  be  inftantane- 
may  not  only  be  amufing,  but  have  cully  inclined  to  pronounce  them 
a  direfb  tendency  to  eftablilh,  on  a  juft ;  wall  receive  additional  fatis- 
iolid  foundation,  the  principles  of  fadfion,  if,  by  the  dtfpaffionate  a~ 
found  cr it ic.ifrn.  Any  thing  further  ward  of  reafon,  their  feelings  are 
on  this  fubjebt  would  be  fuperfluous.  juftified,  and  their  prepofFeflions 
Thofe  who  have  a  true  relilh  for  ge-  confirmed.** 
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Dr.  Herschel’s  OBSERVATIONS  on  the  GEORGIAN 
PLANET)  and  its  Satellites. 

[Extracted  from  the  Seventy-eight  Volume  of  the  Philosophical 

Transactions.] 


f<  TN  2  paper,  containing  an  ac- 

X  count  of  the  difcovery  of  two 
fatellites  revolving  round  the  Geor¬ 
gian  planet,  I  have  given  the  peri¬ 
odical  times  of  thefe  fatellites  in  a 
general  way,  and  added,  that  their 
orbits  made  a  conhderable  angle 
with  the  ecliptic.  It  is  hardly  ne- 
eeiTary  to  mention,  that  it  requires 
a  much  longer  feries  of  obfervations, 
to  fettle  the  mean  motions  of  fecon- 
dary  planets  with  accuracy,  than  I 
can  hitherto  have  had  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  making  ;  but  fince  it  will  be 
fome  fatisfaction  to  aflronomers  to 
fee  acquainted  with  feveral  of  the 
mofl  interefting  particulars,  as  far 
as  they  can  as  yet  be  afcertained,  I 
fhall  communicate  the  refult  of  my 
pafl  obfervations  ;  and  believe  that, 
confidenng  the  difficulty  of  meaf'ur- 
ing  objects  which  require  the  ut- 
mofl  attention  even  to  be  at  all  per¬ 
ceived,  the  elements  here  delivered, 
will  be  found  to  be  full  as  accurate 
as  we  can  at  this  time  expedt  to  have 
them  fettled. 

“  The  mofl  convenient  way  of 
determining  the  revolution  of  a  fa¬ 
tellite  round  its  primary  planet, 
which  is  that  of  obferving  its  e- 
clipfes,  cannot  now  be  ufed  with 
the  Georgian  fatellites,  as  will  be 
fhewn  when  I  come  to  give  the  pofi- 
tioR  of  their  orbits  and  as  to  tak¬ 


ing  their  fituations  in  many  fuccef- 
five  oppofitions  of  the  planet,  which 
isdikewife  another  very  eligible  me¬ 
thod,  that  mufl  of  courfe  remain 
to  be  done  at  proper  opportunities. 
The  only  way  then  left,  was  to  take 
the  fituations  of  thefe  fatellites,  m 
any  place  where  I  could  afcertain 
them  with  any  degree  of  precifion, 
and  to  reduce  them  afterwards  by 
computation  to  fuch  other  fituations 
as  were  required  for  my  purpofe. 

“  In  January,  February,  and 
March,  1787,  the  portions  were 
determined  by  caufing  the  planet 
to  pafs  along  a  wire,  and  eflimat- 
ing  the  angle  a  fatellite  made 
with  this  wire,  by  a  high  magnify¬ 
ing  power ;  but  then  I  could  only 
ule  inch  of  thefe  fituations  where 
the  fatellite  happened  to  be  either 
diredlly  in  the  parallel  of  declina¬ 
tion,  or  in  the  meridian  of  the  pla¬ 
net  ;  or  where,  at  Ieafl,  it  did  not 
deviate  above  a  few  degrees  from 

o 

either  of  them  ;  as  it  would  not 
have  been  fafe  to  trail  to  more  di- 
flant  eflimations.  In  Odtobei  I  had 
improved  my  apparatus  fo  far  as  to 
meafure  the  petitions  by  the  fame 
angular  micrometer  with  which  I 
have  formerly  determined  the  rela¬ 
tive  pofitions  of  double  flars. 

u  In  computing  the  periods  of 
the  fatellites,  I  have  contented  my- 

fclf 
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felf  with  fynodicai  appearances,  as 
:the  petition  of.  their  orbits,  at  the 
time  when  the  fituations  were  taken 
■from  which  thefe  periods  are  de¬ 
duced,  was  not  fufficiently  known 
1  to  attempt  a  very  accurate  ftdereal 
calculation.  By  fix  combinations  of 
politicos  at  a  diftance  of  7,  8,  and 
jc  months  of  time,  it  appears  that  the 
rfirft  fatellite  performs  a  fynodicai 
revolution  round  its  primary  planet 
in  8  days  17  hours  1  minute  and 
ic,-*  feconds.  The  period  of  the 
fecond  fatellite,  deduced  likewife 
from  four  fuch  combinations,  at  the 
Erne  difiance  of  time,  is  1 3  days 
1 1  hours  3  minutes  and  1,5  feconds. 
The  combinations  of  which  the  a- 
Dove  quantities  are  a  mean,  do  not 
differ  much  among  themfclves  •  it 
may  therefore  be  expected  that  thefe 
Deriods  will  come  very  near  the 
ruth  ;  and,  indeed,  I  have  for 
many  months  paft  been  ufed  to  cai> 
:ulate  the  places  of  the  fatellites  by 
hem,  and  have  hitherto  always 
bund  them  in  th  fituations  where 
hefe  computations  gave  me  reafon 
o  expebt  to  fee  them. 

tc  The  epochs?,  from  which  aftro- 
mmers  mav  calculate  the  p editions 
)f  thefe  fatellites,  are  Gbtober  19, 

:  7B7  ;  for  the  firft  19  h,  iff  28"  ; 
and  for  the  fecond  1  7  h.  22'  40". 
There  were  at  thofe  times  76°  43' 
icrth  following  the  planet  ;  which, 
.3  will  be  fhewn  in  the  fequel,  is 
he  place  of  the  greateff  elongation 
ff  the  fecond  fatellite  ;  where,  con- 
equently,  its  real  angular  fituation 
5  the  fame  as  the  apparent  one. 
Lid  I  have  brought  the  firft  fatel- 
.te  to  the  fame  place,  as  hitherto 
here  has  not  been  time  to  diferimi- 
ate  the  fituation  of  its  orbit  from 
rat  of  the  fecond. 

“  The  next  thing  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  in  the  elements  of  thefe  fa- 
ellites,  is  their  diftance  from  the 
1788. 


planet  ;  and  as  we  know  that* 
when  the  periodical  times  are  given, 
it  is  futficient  to  have  the  diftance  o4  > 
one  fatellite,  in  order  to  find  that 
of  any  other,  I  confined  my  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  difcovery  of  the  diftance 
of  the  fecond.  As  foon  as  I  at¬ 
tempted  meafures,  it  appeared,  that: 
the  orbit  of  this  fatellite  was  feem- 
ingly  elliptical ;  it  became  therefore 
neceffary,  in  order  to  afeertain  its 
greateft  elongation,  to  repeat  thefe 
meafures  in  all  convenient  fttua-i 
tions  ;  the  refult  of  which  was,  that 
on  the  1  fcth  of  March,  at  8  h.  2' 
50%  I  found  the  fatellite  at  the 
diftance  of  46", 4.6  ;  this  being  the 
largeft  of  ail  the  meafures  I  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  takings 
Hence,  by  computation,  it  appears* 
that  the  fatellite’s  greateft  vifible 
elongation  from  its  planet,  at  the 
mean  diftance  of  the  Georgian 
fidus  from  the  earth,  will  be 

44"  2 3- 

a  It  ought  to  be  mentioned,  that 
in  the  reduction  of  this  meafure,  I 
have  ufed  Meyer’s,  tables  for  the 
fun,  and  the  tables  publi filed  in  the 
Connoiffance  des  T emps  of  the  year 
1787,  reduced  to  the  time  of  Green¬ 
wich,  for  the  Georgian  planet. 

u  yery  poftibiy  this  diftance 
might  not  be  taken  exablly  at  the 
time  when  the  fatellite  happened  to 
be  at  the  vertex  of  the  tranfverfe 
axis  of  its  apparently  elliptical  or¬ 
bit  ;  but,  from  other  meafurements, 
we  have  reafon  to  conclude,  that  it 
could  not  be  far  from  that  point. 
-For  inftance,  the  9th  of  November, 
at  1 5  h.  56'  by  a  mean  of  four 
good  meafures,  the  fatellite  was 
44", 89  from  the  planet ;  which,  by 
calculation,  reduced  to  the  fame 
diftance  of  the  Georgian  fidus  from 
the  earth  as  the  former,  gives 
41", 33.  And  likewife,  the  19th  of 
March,  at  7  h.  43'  59",  the  diftance 
//  *  *  mea* 
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meafured  44",  2  4}  which,  com¬ 
puted  as  before,  gives  4  2",  1 5 .  Now, 
we  find,  when  the  places  are  calcu¬ 
lated  in  which  the  Satellite  happen¬ 
ed  to  be  at  the  times  when  thefe  two 
meafures  were  taken,  that  they  fall 
on  different  fides  of  the  former  mea- 
fure,  and  alfo  on  oppofite  parts  of 
the  fateliite’s  orbit ;  but  that  ne- 
verthelefs  they  agree  fufficiently 
well  with  the  petition  of  the  tranl- 
verfe  axis  whieh  we  have  adopted 
in  the  fequel. 

“  Admitting,  therefore,  at  pre- 
fent,  that  the  fatellite  moves  in  a 
circular  orbit  about  its  planet,  we 
cannot  be  much  out  in  taking  the 
calculated  quantity  of  44", 2 3  for 
the  true  meafure  of  its  di fiance. 
And,  having  afeertained  this  point, 
we  calculate,  by  the  law  of  Kep¬ 
ler,  and  the  affigned  period  of  the 
firft  fatellite,  that  its  diffance  from 
the  planet  muff: be  33'', oq.  I  ought 
however  to  remark,  that,  in  this 
computation,  a  true  fidereal  period 
ill ould  have  been  ufed  ;  but,  as  that 
cannot  as  yet  he  had,  the  trifling 
inaccuracy  thence  arifing  may  well 
be  excilfed,  till,  at  feme  future  op¬ 
portunity,  we  may  be  permitted  to 
repeat  thefe  calculations  in  a  more 
rigorous  mariner.” 

“  It  remains  now  only,  in  order 
to  complete  oUr  general  idea  of  the 
Georgian  planet,  to  inveftigate  the 
fituation  of  the  orbits  of  its  fatel- 
lites.  I  have  before  remarked,  that 
when  I  came  to  examine  the  diftance 
of  the  fecond,  I  perceived  immedi¬ 
ately  that  its  orbit  appeared  confi- 
derably  elliptical.  This  induced  me 
to  attempt  as  many  meafures  as  pof- 
fible,  that  I  might  be  enabled  to 
come  at  the  proportion  of  the  axes 
cf  the  apparent  ellipfis  ;  and  thence 
argue  its  fituation.  But  here  I  met 
with  difficulties  that  Were  indeed 


almoft  infurmountable.  The  un¬ 
common  faintnefs  ©f  the  fatellites; 
the  fmallnefs  of  the  angles  to  be 
meafured  with  micrometers  which 
required  light  enough  to  fee  the 
wires ;  the  unwieldly  fize  of  the 
inftrument,  which,  though  very 
manageable,  ftill  demanded  affiftaiit 
hands  for  its  movements,  and  con™ 
fequently  took  away  a  great  fiiare 
of  my  own  diredfing  power,  a  thing 
fo  neceffary  in  delicate  obfervations ; 
the  high  magnifiers  I  was  obliged 
to  ufe  by  way  of  rendering  the 
fpaces  and  angles  to  be  meafured 
more  confpicuous  ;  in  fbort,  every 
circumftance  feemed  to  confpire  to 
make  the  cafe  a  defperate  one.  Add 
to  this,  that  no  meafure  could  oof* 
fibly  lucceed  which  had  not  the  mofi 
beautiful  fky  in  its  favour;  and  we 
may  eafily  judge  how  fcarce  the  op¬ 
portunities  of  taking  fuch  meafures 
muff:  be  in  the  variable  climate  of 
this  ifland.  As  far  then  as  a  final! 
number  of  feledt  meafures  will  per¬ 
mit,  which,  out  of  about  twenty- 
one  that  were  taken,  amounts  only 
to  five,  I  fliall  enter  into  our  pre- 
fent  fubjedf  of  the  pofition  of  the 
fecond  fatellite's  orbit, 

“  The  following  table  contains 
in  the  firfi  column  the  corredh  mean 
time  when  the  meafures  were  taken. 
The  fecond  gives  the  quantity  cf 
thefe  meafures.  In  the  third  co? 
lumn  are  the  fame  meafures  reduced 
to  the  mean  difiance  of  the  Georgian 
planet  from  the  earth.  The  fourth 
contains  the  calculated  pofitions  of 
the  fatellite  as  it  would  have  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  fituated  if  it  had  moved 
in  a  circular  orbit  at  red! angles  to 
the  vifual  ray  ;  and  the  degrees  are 
numbered  from  the  firfi  obfervation 
fuppofed  to  have  been  at  zero,  and 
are  carried  round  the  circle  from 
right  to  left. 
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u  The  lip-lit  of  the  fatellites  of 

*  o  # 

the  Georgian  planet  is,  as  we  may 
well  expebt,  on.  account  of  their 
great  diftarice,  uncommonly  faint. 
The  fecond  is  the  brighteft  of  the 
two,  but  the  difference  Is  not  conft- 
derable ;  beftdes,  we  muff  allow 
for  the  effebt  of  the  light  of  the 
planet,  which  is  pretty  flrong  within 
the  (mail  diffances  at  which  they  are 
revolving.  I  have  feen  fmall  fixed 
liars,  as  near  the.  planets  as  the  fa¬ 
tellites,  and  .with  no  greater  light, 
which,  on  removal  of  the  planet* 
fhone  with  a  confiderable  luftre, 
fuch  as  I  had  by  no  means  expected 
of  them.  A  fatellite  of  Jupiteh, 
removed  to  the  diftance  of  the  Geor¬ 
gian  planet,  would  thine  With  lefts 
:han  the  iBotli  part  of  its  prefeht 
ight  ;  and  may  we  not  conclude, 
:hat  our  new  fatellites  would  be  of 
i  very  confiderable  hrightnefts,  if 
hey  were  brought  fo  near  as  the 
orbit  of  Jupiter,  and  thus  appeared 
:  80  times  brighter  than  at  prefent  } 
Slay,  this  is  only  when  we  take  both 
he  planets  at  their  mean  diftance  ; 
or,  in  their  oppositions,  a  fatellite 
wrought  from  the  fiiperior  planet 
o  the  orbit  of  the  inferior  one, 
vould  reflect  nearly  730  times  the 
ormer  light  \  from  all  which  it  is 
vident,  that  the  Georgian  ftatel- 
ites  muff  be  of  a  confiderable  rriag- 
litude. 

44  If  we  draw  together  the  refults 
if  the  foregoing  calculations  into  a 
mall  com  pals,  they  will  ftand  as 
ollows: 

•6  The  firft  fatellite  revolves  round 


the  Georgian  planet  in  8  days  17 
hours  i  minute  and  19  feConds. 

44  Its  diftance  is  3  3 A 

44  And  on  the  ic;th  of  October* 
1787,  at  19  h.  1 1 f  2  8//,  its  pofttiort 
was  76°  43'  north  following  the  pla¬ 
net. 

44  The  feCorid  fatellite  revolves 
round  its  primary  planet  in  1 3  days 
it  hours  5  minutes  and  1,3  fte- 
conds. 


44  Its  greateft  diftance  is  4.4/', 23* 

44  And  on  the  19th  of  October, 
178^,  its  pofition  at  17  h.  22'  40", 
was  76°  4/  north  following  the  plan¬ 
ned. 

44  Laft  year  its  leaft  diftance  Was 
3+T3 1  ;  hut  the  orbit  is  fo  inclined, 
that  this  meafure  will  change  very 
conftderably  in  a  few  years,  and  by 
that  alteration  we  fhali  know  which 


of  the  double  quantities  put  down 
for  the  inclination  and  node  of  its 
orbit  are  to  be'  ufed. 

44  The  orbit  of  the  fecond  fa¬ 
tellite  is  inclined  td  the  ecliptic 

\  99°  43'  S3, 3"  I 
l  xi  6  4,4  r 
44  Its  amending  node  is  iii 
1 8  degrees  of  Virgo 
6  degrees  of  Sagittarius 
44  When  the  planet  pafftes  the 
meridian,  being  in  the  node  of  this 
latellite,  the  northern  part  of  this 
orbit  will,  be  turned  towards  the 


i 


1 


j  Eaft  ) 
f  Weft  }  * 

44  The  fituatioii  of  the  drbit  of 
the  firft  fatellite  does  not  feem  to 
differ  materially  from  that  of  the 
fecond* 


H  % 
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44  We  fhall  have  eclipfes  of  thefe 

latellites  aboqj  the  year  |  j  j , 

when  they  will  appear  to  afcend 
■through  the  fliadow  of  the  planet 
almoft  in  the  perpendicular  direc¬ 
tion  to  the  ecliptic. 

“  The  fatellites  of  the  Georgian 
planet  are  probably  not  lefs  than 
thofe  of  Jupiter. 

“  The  diameter  of  the  new  pla¬ 
net  is  342 17  miles. 

44  The  fame  diameter  feen  from 
the  earth,  at  its  mean  diftance,,  is 

-  4'  'V  l 


3 

44  From  the  fun,  at  the  mean 
diftance  of  the  earth,  T  14", 5  24  6. 

66  Compared  to  that  of  the  earth, 
as  4,31769  to  1 . 

44  This  planet  in  bulk  is  80,49256 
times  as  large  as  the  earth. 

44  Its  demjty  as  .,2 20401  to  1. 

44  Its  quantity  of  matter, 
17,740612  to  1. 

44  And  heavv  bodies  fall  on  its 

j 

fiirface  18  feet  8  inches  in  one  fe~ 
cond  of  time.” 


OBSERVATIONS  on  the  Manner  in  which  Glass,  is  charged  with 
the  Electric  Fluid,,  and  difcharged.  By  Edward  Whitaker  Giay, 
M.  IX  F.  R..  S. 


[From  the  fame  Work.J 


Franklin,  in  various 
parts  of  the  firft  volume  of 
his  Experiments  and  Obfervations, 
alferts,  that  the  natural  quantity  of 
eledjtric  fluid  in  glafs  cannot  be  in* 
creafed  or  decreafed  ;  and  that  it  is 
.impoflible  to  add  any  to  one  furface 
of  a  plate  op  jar,  unlqfs  an  equal 
quantity  be,  at  the  fame  time,  given 
out  from  the  other  furface.  This  er¬ 
ror  has  been  adopted  by  fucceedi ng 
electricians  :  among  others,  by  the 
late  Mr.  Henly,  who  in  one  of  his 
laft  papers,  printed  in  the  Philofo- 
phical  TranfaCtions  for  the  year 
1777,  has  the  following  words: 
44  According  to  Dr.  Franklin’s  the- 
44  ory,  the  fame  quantity  of  the  e- 
44  leCtric  matter  which  is  thrown  up- 
44  on  one  of  the  furfaccs  of  glafs, 
44  in  the  operation  of  charging  it, 
44  is  at  the  fame  time  repelled  or  dri- 
44  ven  out  from  the  other  furface  ; 
“  and  thus  one  of  the  furfaces  be- 


44  comes  charged  plus,  the  other  mi  * 
44  nus;  and  that  this  is  really  the  cafe 
44  is,  I  think,  fatisfaCtodly  proved, 
44  &c.” 

44  Beccaria  alfo  has  adopted  the 
fame  opinion,  faying,  44  That  a 
44  quantity  of  exceffive.  fire  cannot 
44  be  introduced  into  one  furface, 
44  but  inafsnuch  as  an  equal  dofe  of 
44  natural  fire  can  quit  the  other 
44  furface.” 

44  Thefe  aflertions  are,  I  appre¬ 
hend,  diredfly  contrary  to  what  real¬ 
ly  happens.  Inftead  of  which,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  we  may  fafely  aflert,  that 
glafs,  and  every  other  known  fub- 
ftance,  may  have  its  natural  quan¬ 
tity  of  eledlric  fluid  either  increafed 
or  dimi milled  to  a  certain  limited 
degree  ;  which  degree  hears  no  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  quantity  of  matter 
contained  in  a  body,  but  is  (cseteris 
paribus)  in  proportion  to  the  extent 
of  its  furface. 


This 
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44  This  law,  which  is,  perhaps, 
without  exception,  may  be  consider¬ 
ed  as  one  of  the  fundamental  laws  of 
electricity,  and  one  upon  which  ma¬ 
ny  of  its  principal  phenomena  de¬ 
pend,  At  prefent  I  fhall  only  con- 
fider  it  fo  far  as  it  the  caufe  of  what 
is  commonly  called  the  charge  of  a 
coated  jar. 

44  Suppofe  fuch  a  jar  infulated, 
and  connected  by  its  knob  to  the 
prime  conductor  of  an  electric  ma¬ 
chine  ;  if  then  the  machine  be  put 
in  action,  a  certain  quantity  of  elec¬ 
tric  fluid  (agreeable  to  the  above- 
mentioned  law)  is  added  to  ne  na¬ 
tural  quantity  belonging  to  ‘he  in¬ 
ner  furface  of  -the  jar.  After  which. 

If  the  finger,  or  any  other  conduct¬ 
ing  A?. b fiance,  be  prefented  to  .the 
outer  coating  of  the  jar,  a  quantity 
of  electric  fluid,  nearly  equal  to  that 
thrown  in,  comes  from  it.  But  this 
departure  of  the  electric  fluid  from 
:he  outfi.de  of  the  jar,  cannot  be  (as 
Or.  Franklin  fuppofes  it)  the  caufe 
which  permits  the  addition  of  fluid 
:o  the  infide,  but  is  merely  the  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  action  of  that  fuper- 
luous  -quantity  which  was  thrown 
n.  And  the  operator  may,  if  he 
rieafes,  inffead  of  taking  electric  a 
luid  from  the  outflde  of  the  jar,  take 
>ut  again  (by  touching  the  knob) 
learly  the  whole  of  what  he  had 
hrown  in,  which  he  could  not  do  if 
n  equal  quantity  had  already  gone 
rom  the  outflde  of  the  jar*. 

*  Much  difpute  has  arlfcu  among  clec- 
ricians  Tefpeciting  the  degree  of  charge 
/hich  rqay  be  given  t»  an  infulated  jar  ; 
ut  no  one,  that  I  know  of,  has  taken 
otice  of  a  deception  which  will  happen, 
r  care  be  not  taken  that  the  fame  fide, 
y  which  the  jar  is  attempted  to  be  charg- 
d,  be  ft:  ft  touched  in  trying  whether  it  be 
harged  or  not ;  whereas  it  is  clear,  from 
/hat  has  been  faid,  that,  if  the  con- 
rary  furface  be  firft  touched, >  a  fm'all 
harge  will,  from  that  very  circumftance, 
e  produced. 


44  When  the  quantity  already 
fpoken  of  has  been  taken  from  the 
outflde  of  the  jar  (the  equilibrium 
being  nearly  restored)  another  quan¬ 
tity  like  the  firff  may  again  be  added 
to  the  inner  furface  :  after  which  a 
fimilar  quantity  may  again  be  taken 
from  the  outflde  :  thus,  by  the  fuc- 
ceflion  of  a  fufficient  number  of  the 
quantities  allowed  by  the  before- 
mentioned  law,  the  jar  may,  at 
length  be  completely  charged, 

-14  There  are  other  ways  of  charg¬ 
ing  coated  glafs ;  but  if  it  be  allow¬ 
ed,  that  the  charge,  in  the  forego¬ 
ing  inftance,  is  produced  in  the  man¬ 
ner  I  have  fuppofed,  it  will  not,  I 
think,  be  difputed,  that  all  other 
charges  are  produced  by  a  flmiiar  al¬ 
ternation  of  fmall  quantities.  This* 
bov/ever,  will  appear  more  clear 
from  the  obfervations  I  fhall  now 
make  on  the  manner  in  which  the 
difeharge  is  produced. 

44  When  the  aflonifhing  velocity 
with  which  the  charge  of  a  jar  or 
battery  moves  through  a  confider- 
able  fpace  is  considered,  it  may  at 
firff  appear  impofflble,  that  the  dif¬ 
eharge  fhould  be  made  by  the  alter¬ 
nate  giving  and  receiving  fuch  fmall 
quantities  as  thofe  by  which  the 
charge  was  produced  ;  yet  a  more 
ample  confideration  of  the  matter 
will,  I  think,  fhew  that  it  cannot 
pofflbly  be  brought  about  any  other 
way.. 

44  I  prefume  it  will  be  granted, 
that  the  charge  of  ajar  (in  difeharg* 
ing)  either  leaves  it  all  at  once,  or 
goes  out  by  the  fame  fmall  quanti¬ 
ties  by  which  it  went  in.  1  o  fup- 
pofe  any  intermediate  manner  wou  ld 
neither  lefien  the  difficulty,  nor 
would  it  be  confonant  to  any  of  the 
known  laws  of  electricity. 

44  If  then  the  whole  charge  leave 
the  jar  all  at  once,  there  muff  be  a. 
point  of  time  at  which  the  jar  will 
H  3  be 
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be  without  any  eledtric  fluid  either 
on  one  fide  or  the  other :  nay  more, 
fuppofe  a  large  jar  or  battery  to  be 
riifcharged  by  means  of  a  few  inches 
of  thin  wire,  there  will  then  be  a 
point  of  time  at  which  the  whole 
quantity  of  eleftric  fluid,  which 
c  onftituted  the  charge,  mu  ft  be  con¬ 
tained  in  a  piece  of  wire,  weighing 
only  a  few  grains. 

44  Now,  if  ft  be  confidered,  that 
time  (like  matter)  is  infinitely  divi¬ 
sible,  may  we  not  rather  fuppofe, 
that  the  difeharge  of  ajar  is  nothing 
more  than  an  inconceivably  rapid 
fucceflion  of  fuch  fmall  quantities  as 


VEGETABLES. 

may  be  fent  off,  without  caufing 

fuch  a  deft  ruff  ion  of  the  equilibrium 

■*: 

as  the  laws  of  el'eciricity  feem  not  to 
admit  ? 

44  That  this  fuppofition  is  not 
quite  free  from  objections  I  readily 
admit  ;  but  before  they  are  per-* 
mitted  to  overthrow  it,  let  it  be 
well  confidered,  whether  thev  are 
(upon  the  whole)  as  ftrong  as  thofe  I 
have  ftated  againft  the  opposite  opi¬ 
nion,  which  I  think  may  be 'pro¬ 
nounced  to  militate  not  only  againft 
what  has  been  here  mentioned  as  a 
fundamental  law  of  eleffricity,  but 
alfo  againft* every  known  faff.5* 


Oq  the  Irritability  of  VEGE  T  A  B  L  E  S,  By  James  Edwarp  Smith, 


M.  D.  F.  R.  S, 


[From  the  fame  Work.] 


(i  TJ  A  V I N  G  often  heard  that 
Xj  the  flam  in  a  of  the  barber¬ 
ry,  berberis  communis,  were  en7 
dued  with  a  confiderable  degree  of 
.jnqtability,  I  made  the  experiment 
in  Chelfea  Garden,  May  25,  1786, 
pn  a  bufh  then  in  full  flower.  It  was 
about  one  o’clock  P./M.  the  day 
bright  anckvarm,  with  little  wind, 

44  The  ftamina  of  fuch  of  the 
flowers  as  were  open  bent  backwards 
to  each  petal,  and  fheltered  thein- 
felves  under  their  concave  tips.  No 
fhaking  of  the  branch  appeared  to 
have  any  effefl  upon  them.  With 
a  very  fmall  bit  of  flick  I  gently  touch¬ 
ed  the  infide  of  one  of  the  filaments, 
xvhich  inftantly  fpnmg  from  the  pe¬ 
tal  with  oonfiderable  force,  ftriking 
its  anthera  againft  the  ftigma.  I  re¬ 
peated  the  experiment  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  times ;  in  each  flower  touch¬ 
ing  one  filament  after  another,  till 
We  f-jps  e>f  sll  fix  were  brought 


together  in  the  centre  over  the 
ftigma. 

u  I  took  home  with  me  three 
branches  laden  with  flowers,  and 
placed  them  in  a  jar  of  water,  and 
in  the  evening  tried  the  experiment 
on  fome  of  thefe  flowers,  then  Hand¬ 
ing  in  my  room,  with  the  fame  fuc* 
cefs. 


44  In  order  to  dtfcover  in  what 
particular  part  of  the  filaments  this 
irritability  refided,  I  cut  off  one  of 
the  petals  with  a  very  fhie  pair  of 
fciffars,  fo  carefully  as  not  to  touch 
the  ftarnen  which  flood  next  it;  then, 
with  an  extremely  flender  piece  of 
quill,  I  touched  the  outfida  of  the 
filament  which  had  been  next  the  pe¬ 
tal,  ftroaking  it  from  top  to  bottom  ; 
but  it  remained  perfectly  immove¬ 
able.  With  the  fame  inftrument  I 
then  touched  the  back  of  the  anthe¬ 
ra,  then  its  tops,  its  edges,  and  at 
laft  its  infide ;  ftill  without  any  ef» 

feCt, 
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feet.  But  the  quill  being  carried 
from  the  anthera  down  the  infide  of 
the  filament,  is  no  fooner  touched 
that  part  than  the  ftamen  fprung 
forwards  with  great  vigour  to  the 
the  ftigma.  This  was  often  repeat¬ 
ed  with  a  blunt  needle,  a  fine  brif- 
tle,  a  feather,  and  feveral  other 
things,  which  could  not  pollibly  in¬ 
jure  the  ftruCture  of  the  part,  and 
always  with  the  fame  effeCt. 

44  To  feme  of  the  antherae  I  ap¬ 
plied  a  pair  of  feiflars,  fo  as  to  bend 
their  refpeCtive  filaments  with  fuffi- 
cient  force  to  make  them  touch  the 
fligma  ;  but  this  did  not  produce  the 
proper  contraction  of  the  filament. 
The  incurvation  remained  only  fo 
long  as  the  inftrument  was  applied  ; 
on  its  being  removed,  the  ftamen  re¬ 
turned  to  the  petal  by  its  natural  e~ 
lafticity.  But  on  the  ficiffars  being 
applied  to  the  irritable  part,  the  an¬ 
thera  immediately  flew  to  the  flip;- 
ma,  ana  remained  there.  A  very 
fudden  and  fmart  ftiock  given  to 
any  part  or  a  ftamen  would,  howev¬ 
er,  fometimes  have  the  fame  effeCt 
as  touching  the  irritable  part. 

44  Hence  it  was  evident  that  the 
motion  above  deferibed  was  owing 
to  an  high  degree  of  irritability  in 
the  fide  of  each  filament  next  the 
germen,  by  which,  when  touched, 
it  contracts,  that  fide  becomes  flior- 
ter  than  the  other,  and  confequent- 
ly  the  filament  is  bent  towards  the 
germen.  I  could  not  difeover  any 
thing  particular  in  the  ftruCture  of 
that  or  any  other  part  of  the  fila¬ 
ment. 

44  This  irritability  is  perceptible 
in  ftaminaof  all  ages,  and  not  mere¬ 
ly  in  thofe  which  are  juft  about  dif- 
charging  their  pollen.  In  fome 
flowers  which  were  only  fo  far  ex¬ 
panded  that  they  would  barely  ad¬ 
mit  a  briftle,  and  whofe  antherae 
were  not  near  burfting,  the  fila¬ 
ments  appeared  almoftas  irritable  as 
in  flowers  fully  opened ;  and  in  feve¬ 


ral  old  flowers,  fbme  of  whofe  pe¬ 
tals  with  the  ftamina  adhering  to 
them  were  falling  off,  the  remaining 
filaments,  and  even  thofe  which 
were  already  fallen  to  the  ground, 
proved  full  as  irritable  as  any  I 
had  examined. 

44  From  fome  flowers  I  carefully 
removed  the  germen,  without  touch¬ 
ing  the  filaments,  and  then  applied 
a  briftle  to  one  of  them,  which  im¬ 
mediately  contracted,  and  the  ftig- 
ma  being  out  of  its  way,  it  was  bent 
quite  over  to  the  oppoftte  fide  of 
the  flower. 

44  Obferving  the  ftamina  in  fome 
flowers  which  haft  been  irritated  re¬ 
turning  to  their  original  fttuations 
in  the  hollows  of  the  petals,  I  found 
the  fame  thing  happened  to  all  of 
them  fooner  or  later.  I  then  touch¬ 
ed  fome  filaments  which  had  perfect¬ 
ly  refumed  their  former  ftations, 
and  found  them  contract  with  as 
much  facility  as  before.  This  was 
repeated  three  or  four  times  on  the 
fame  filament.  I  attempted  to  fti- 
mulate  in  the  mid  ft  of  their  progrefs 
fome  which  were  returning,  but 
not  al  ways  with  fuccefs ;  a  few  of 
them  only  were  (lightly  affected  by 
the  touch. 

44  Thepurpofe  which  this  curious 
contrivance  of  nature  anfwers  in  the 
private  ceconomy  of  the  plant,  feems 
not  hard  to  be  difeovered.  When 
the  ftamina  ftand  in  their  original 
polition,  their  antherae  are  effectu¬ 
ally  flickered  from  rain  by  the  con¬ 
cavity  of  the  petals.  Thus  proba¬ 
bly  they  remain  till  fome  infeCt  com¬ 
ing  to’ extraCt  honey  from  the  bafe 
of  the  flower,  thru fts  itfelf  between 
their  filaments,  and  almoft  Unavoid¬ 
ably  touches  them  in  the  moft  irrit¬ 
able  part :  thus  the  impregnation 
of  the  germen  is  performed ;  and  as 
it  is  chiefly  in  fine  funny  weather 
that  infeCts  are  on  the  wing,  the 
pollen  is  alfo  in  fuch  weather  mod 
fit  for  the  purpofe  of  impregna- 
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tion.  It  would  be  worth  while  to 
place  a  branch  of  the  barberry  flow¬ 
er  in  fuch  affiliation,  as  that  no  in¬ 
fect,  or  other  irritating  caufe,  could 
have  accefs  to  it ;  to  watch  whether 
in  that  cafe  the  antherae  would  ever 
approach  the  ftigma,  and  whether 
the  feeds  would  be  prolific, 

u  I  have  been  the  more  particular 
in  thefe  obfer  vat  ions  upon  the  bar¬ 
berry,  becaufe  although  feyeral  au¬ 
thors  mention  the  irritability  of  its 
ftamina,  none,  that  I  can  find,  have 
related  in  what  part  of  the  ftamina 
this  property  refides,  or  the  purpofe 
It  ferves  ;  at  lead:  they  have  not  pur¬ 
ified  their  inquiries  with  any  great 
degree  of  accuracy,  but  feem  moftly 
to  have  copied  one  another.  Gme- 
lin,  who  has  written  a  diflertation 
•exprefslyon  the  irritability  of  vege¬ 
tables,  has  fcarcely  any  thing  new  on 
the  fubjeft ;  the  chief  part  of  his 
work  is  a  catalogue  of  plants  which 
Jie  found  not  to  be  irritable. 

“  The  barberry  is  not  the  onlv 

.  •*  J 

plant  which  exhibits  this  phenome¬ 
non.  The  ftamina  of  catftus  tuna,  a 
kind  of  Indian  fig,  are  like  wife  ve¬ 
ry  irritable.  Thefe  ftamina  are  long 
and  (lender,  handing  in  great  num¬ 
bers  round  the  infide  of  the  flower. 
If  a  quill  or  feather  be  drawn 
through  them,  they  begin  in  the 
fpace  of  two  or  tlwee  feconds  to  lie 
down  gently  on  one  fide,  and  in  a 
fhort  time  they  are  all  recumbent  at 
the  bottom  of  the  flower.  The  mo¬ 
tions  in  diqnaea  mufcipula,  mimo- 
fa  fenfitiva  and  pudica,  are  too  well 
Jsuown  to  be  mentioned  here.  A  fi- 
milar  phenomenon  has  been  obferv- 
ed,  where  indeed  an  obvious  botan¬ 
ical  analogy  would  lead  one  to  ex¬ 
pert  it,  in  the  drofera.  See  Dr. 
^Vithering’s  botanical  arrangement 
of  Britlfh  plants.  All  thefe  move¬ 
ments  are,  I  think,  certainly  tp  be 
attributed  to  irritability.  We  muft 
J)e  careful  not  to  confound  them  with 
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other  movements,  which,  -however 
wonderful  at  fir  ft  fight,  are  to  be  ex¬ 
plained  merely  on  mechanical  prin¬ 
ciples.  The  ftamina  of  the  parieta- 
ria,  for  in, ftanc.e,  are  held  in  fuch  a 
conftrained  curved  pofition  by  the 
leaves  of  the  calyx,  that  as  foon  as 
the  latter  become  fully  expanded,  or 
are  by  any  means  removed,  the  fta- 
mina,  being  very  elaflic,  fly  up,  and 
throw  their  pollen  about  with  great 
force.  I  have  lately  obferved  a  fi- 
milar  circumftance  in  the  flowers  of 
medicago  falcata.  In  this  plantthe, 
organs  of  generation  are  held  in  a 
flraight  pofition  by  the  carina  of  the 
flower,  notwithftanding  the  flrong 
tendency  of  the  infant  germen  to  aft 
fume  its  proper  falcated  form.  At 
length,  when  the  germen  becomes 
ftronger,  and  the  carina  more  open, 
it  obtains  its  liberty  by  a  -  hidden 
fpring,  inconfequence  of  which  the 
pollen  is  plentifully  fcattered  about 
the  ftigma.  The  germen  may  at 
pleafure  be  fet  .at  liberty  by  nipping 
the  flower  fo  as  gently  to  open  the* 
carina,  and  the  fame  effetft  will  be 
produced, 

•  As  the  foregoing  experiments 
fliew  vegetables  to  poffefs  irritability 
in  common  with  animals,  fo  there 
are  plants  which  feem  to  be  endued 
with  a  kind  of  fpontaneous  motion. 
Linnaeus  having  obferved  that  the 
rue  moves  one  of  its  ftamina  every 
day  to  the  piftillum,  I  examined  the 
ruta  chalepenfis,  which  differs  very 
little  from  the  common  rue,  and 
found  many  of  the  ftamina  in  the 
pofition  which  he  deferibes,  holding 
their  antherae  over  the  ftigma :  while 
thofe  which  had  not  yet  come  to  the 
ftigma  were  lying  back  upon  the 
petals,  as  well  as  thofe  which,  hav¬ 
ing  already  performed  their  office^, 
had  returned  to  their  original  fitua¬ 
tion.  T rying  with  a  quill  to  ftimr- 
late  the  ftamina,  I  found  them  all 
quite  devoid  of  irritability.  They 


On  the  Irritability  of  VEGETABLES.  [121] 


are  ftout,  ftrong,  conic  al bodies,  and 
cannot,  without  breaking,  be  forced 
but  of  the  portion  in  which  they 
happen  to  be.  The  fame  phsenome- 
non  has  been  obferved  in  feveral  o- 
ther  flowers ;  but  it  is  no  where 
fnore  finking  or  more  eaiily  exa¬ 
mined  than  in  the  rue. 

u  I  could  with  to  find  an  inffance 
of  this  fpontaneous  motion  combin¬ 
ed  with  irritability  in  one  and  the 
fame  plant ;  but,  I  confefs,  I  do 
not  know  one.  From  analogy  I 
fliould  think  it  not  impoflible  that 
the  dionaea  mufcipula,  and  perhaps 
the  droferae,  may  have  the  fame  mo- 
tion  in  their  ffamina  as  the  ruta, 
parnaflia,  and  faxifraga,  while  their 
leaves  poflefs  irritability.  But  if 
this  be  the  cafe,  the  feats  of  thefe 
two  properties,  being  fo  different 
and  remote  from  each  other,  fliould 
feem  to  have  as  little  connection  as  if 
in  two  different  plants.  There  ffill 
remaips  then  this  difference  between 
animals  and  vegetables,  that  al¬ 
though  fome  of  the  latter  poflefs  ir¬ 
ritability,  and  others  fpontaneous 
motion,  even  in  a  fuperior  degree  to 
many  of  the  former,  yet  thole  pro¬ 
perties  have  hitherto  in  animals  on¬ 
ly  been  found  combined  in  one  and 
the  fame  part.  Even  fertul arias  are 
not  an  exception  to  this  obfervation. 
The  greater  part  of  their  fubffance, 
indeed,  refembles  that  of  plants  in 
being  indefinitely  extended,  and  in 
wanting  irritability  and  fpontaneous 
motion.  But  their  animated  flow¬ 
ers  or  polypes,  in  which  the  eflence 
of  their  being  refides,  are  endued 
with  both  thefe  properties  in  an  high 
degree. 

u  I  know  it  is  the  opinion  of 
fome  philofophers  that  a  certain  de¬ 
gree  of  irritability  muff  pervade  e- 
very  part  of  vegetables,  as  the  pro- 
pulfion  of  their  fluids  cannot  well  be 
conceived  to  be  accompliflied  by  any 
other  means.  In  a  converfation  on 


this  fubect  with  the  celebrated  jYL 
Bonnet  of  Geneva,  he  informed  me, 
that  he  is  ftrongly  of  this  opinion ; 
and  that  he  fhould  not  defpair,  by 
throwing  acid  or  other  ffimulating 
injeffions  into  the  veffels  of  fome 
plants,  of  feeing  with  a  microfcope 
at  once  the  propulflon  of  the  Tap* 
and  the  contractions  bv  which  it  is 

a 

performed.  He  urged  me,  with  that 
amiable  enthufiafm  for  which  he  is., 
remarkable,  to  purfue  the  inquiry. 
Whether  I  do  fo  or  not,  I  think  the 
idea  too  interefting  to  be  kept  to  my- 
felf,  and  fliould  be  glad  to  fee  it  real¬ 
ized  by  any  one  who  has  time  ami 
abilities  for  fuch  mveftigations,  who 
has  accuracy  and  eoolnefs  in  making 
his  experiments,  as  ivell  as  fidelity 
and  impartiality  in  recording  them. 

“  I  cannot  conclude  this  paper 
without  taking  notice  of  another 
very  curious  property  which  veget-*' 
ables  feem  to  poflefs  in  common  with 
animals,  although  certainly  in  a  ve¬ 
ry  inferior  degree:  I  mean,  that 
property,  to  ufe  the  words  of  Mr. 
Hunter,  who  has  ftudied  this  prin¬ 
ciple  to  a  vaft  extent  in  the  animal 
ceconomy,  by  which  their  conffitu- 
tion  is  capable  only  of  a  certain  de¬ 
gree  of  aCtion  confiftently  with 
health  ;  when  that  degree  is  exceed¬ 
ed,  difeafe  or  death  is  the  confe-> 
quence.  It  is  only  by  the  help  of 
this  principle  that  lean  explain  why 
many  plants  refill  a  great  degree  of 
cold  for  feveral  winters  before  flow¬ 
ering  ;  but,  after  that  critical  event, 
they  perifh  at  the  firft  approach  of 
cold,  and  can  by  no  art  be  preferved 
fo  as  to  furvive  the  winter.  But  a 
more  curious  inffance  is  that  men¬ 
tioned  by  Linnaeus,  without  an  ex¬ 
planation,  m  his  Differtation  on  the 
Sexes  of  Plants,  of  the  long  duration 
of  the  piftilla  in  the  female  hemp, 
while  unexpofed  to  the  male  pollen ; 
whereas  thofe  to  which  the  pollen  had 
accefs  immediately  faded  and  wi¬ 
thered 
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thered  away.  In  this  cafe,  I  cannot 
help  thinking,  that  in  thofe  piftilla 
on  which  the  pollen  had  adted,  and 
which  confequently  had  performed 
the  function  for  which  they  were  de- 
figned,  the  vital  principle  was  much 
fooner  exhauffed  than  in  thofe  which 
had  known  no  fuch  hi  mu  1  us.  It  is, 
perhaps,  for  the  fame  reafon  that 
double  flowers,  in  which,  the  or¬ 
gans  of  generation  being  obliterated, 
no  impregnation  can  take  place, 
much  longer  in  perfection  than 


tingle  ones  of  the  fame  fpecies,  as  is 
notorioufly  the  cafe  with  poppies, 
anemonies,  See.  In  tingle  poppies 
the  corolla  fails  off  in  a  few  hours  ; 
but  in  double  ones  it  lafts  feveral 
days  •  and  this  may  poffibly,  com¬ 
bined  with  other  obfervations,  lead 
to  a  difeovery  of  the  real  ufe  of  the 
corolla  of  plants,  and  the  tliare  it 
has  in  the  impregnation,  about 
which  there  has  yet  been  no  proba¬ 
ble  conjecture. 


The  Natural  HISTORY  of  the  CUCKOO.  By  Mr,  Edward 

In  a  Letter  to  John  Hunter,  Efq.  F.  R.  S. 


[From  the  fame  Work.} 


TJAVING,  at  your  requeff, 

H  employed  fome  of  my  lei- 
fure  hours  in  attending  to  the  natu¬ 
ral  hifiory  of  the  cuckoo,  I  beg 
leave  to  lay  before  you  the  refult  of 
ray  obfervations,  with  a  hope  that 
they  may  tend  to  illuftrate  a  fubjeCt 
hitherto  not  fufficiently  invefligated; 
and  fhould  what  is  here  offered 
prove,  in  your  opinion,  deferving 
the  attention  of  the  Royal  Society, 
you  will  do  me  the  honour  of  pre¬ 
senting  it  to  that  learned  body; 

44  The  find  appearance  of  cuckoos 
in  Gloucefferfhire  (the  part  of  Eng¬ 
land  wfuere  thefe  obfervations  were 
made)  is  about  the  17th  of  April. 
The  fpng  of  the  male,  which  is 
-well  known,  foon  proclaims  its  ar¬ 
rival.  The  fong  of  the  female  (if 
•the  peculiar  notes  of  which  it  is 
yompofed  may  be  fo  called)' is  wide¬ 
ly  different,  and  has  been  fo  little  at¬ 
tended  to,  that  I  believe  few  are  ac¬ 
quainted  with  it.  I  know  not  how 


to  convey  to  you  a  proper  idea  of  it 
by  a  companion  with  the  notes  of 
any  other  bird  ;  but  the  cry  of  the 
dab-chick  bears  the  n eared:  refern- 
blance  to  it. 

44  Unlike  the  generality  of  birds, 
cuckoos  do  not  pair.  When  a  fe¬ 
male  appears  on  the  wing,  fne  is 
often  attended  by  two  or  three 
males,  who  feem  to  be  earneftly 
contending  for  her  favours.  From 
the  time  of  her  appearance,  till  af¬ 
ter  the  middle  of  rummer,  the  neffs 
of  the  birds  feledfed  to  receive  her 
egg,  are  to  be  found  in  great  abun¬ 
dance  ;  but,  like  the  other  migrat¬ 
ing  birds,  fire  does  not  begin  to  lay 
till  fome  weeks  after  her  arrival.  I 
never  could  procure  an  egg  till  after 
the  middle  of  May,  though  pro¬ 
bably  an  early-coming  cuckoo  may 
produce  one  fooner. 

44  The  cuckoo  makes  choice  of 
the  neffs  of  a  great  variety  of  fmall 
birds.  I  k&ve  known  its  eggs  in¬ 
truded 
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trufted  to  the  care  of  the  hedge-fpar¬ 
row,  the  water-wagtail,  the  titlark, 
the  yellow-hammer,  the  green  lin¬ 
net,  and  the  whinchat.  Among 
thefe  it  generally  felefts  the  three 
former ;  but  fhows  a  much  greater 
partiality  to  the  hedge-fparrow  than 
to  any  of  the  reft :  therefore,  for 
the  purpofe  of  avoiding  confufton, 
this  bird  only,  in  the  following  ac¬ 
count,  will  be  conftdered  as  the 
fofter-parent  of  the  cuckoo,  except 
in  inftances  which  are  particularly 
{p  milled.  , 

u  The  hedge-fparrow  commonly 
takes  up  four  or  five  days  in  laying 
her  eggs.  During  this  time  (gene¬ 
rally  after  file  had  laid  one  or  two) 
the  cuckoo  contrives  to  depofit  her 
egg  among  the  reft,  leaving  the  fu¬ 
ture  care  of  it  entirely  to  the  hedge- 
iparrow.  This  intrufion  often  oc- 
caftons  fome  difcompofure  ;  for  the 
old  hedge-fparrow,  at  intervals, 
whiift  file  is  fitting,  not  unfrequent- 
Iv  throws  out  fome  of  her  own  eggs, 
and  fometimes  injures  then  in  fiich 
a  way,  that  they  become  addle  :  fp 
that  it  more  frequently  happens, 
that  only  two  or  three  hedge-fpar- 
row’s  eggs  are  hatched  with  the 
ruckoo’s  than  otherwife :  but  whe¬ 
ther  this  be  the  cafe  or  not,  file  fits 
the  fame  length  of  time  as  if  no 
foreign  egg  had  been  introduced, 
the  cuckoo’s  egg  requiring  no  long¬ 
er  incubation  than  her  own.  How¬ 
ever,  I  have  never  feen  an  inftance 
where  the  hedge-fparrow  has  either 
thrown  put  or  injured  the  egg  of  the 
cuckoo. 

u  When  the  hedge-fparrow  has 
fat  her  ufual  time,  and  difengaged 
the  young  cuckoo  and  fome  of  her 
own  offspring  from  the  fhell,  her 
own  young  ones,  and  any  of  her 
eggs  that  remained  unhatched,  are 
foon  turned  out,  the  young  cuckoo 
femaining  pofleflor  of  the  neft,  apd 
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and  foie  object  of  her  future  care. 
The  young  birds  are  not  previoufty 
killed,  nor  are  the  eygs  demolifhed: 
but  all  arc  left  to  perifh  together, 
either  entangled  about  the  bi-ifh 
which  contains  the  neft,  or  lying  ©13 
the  ground  under  it. 

“  The  early  fate  of  the  young 
hedge-fparrows  is  a  circumftance 
that  has  been  noticed  by  others, 
but  attributed  to  wrong  caufes.  A 
variety  of  conjebfures  have  been 
formed  upon  it.  Some  have  fup- 
pofed  the  parent  cuckoo  the  author 
of  their  deftruction  ;  while  others, 
as  erroneoufly,  have  pronounced 
them  frnothered  by  the  difpropor- 
tionate  fize  of  their  fellow-neftling. 
Now  the  cuckoo’s  egg  being  not 
much  larger  than  the  hedge-fpar- 
row’s  (as  I  fhall  more  fully  point 
out  hereafter)  it  neceflarily  follows, 
that  at  firft  there  can  be  no  great  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  fize  of  the  birds  juft 
burft  from  the  {hell.  Of  the  fallacy 
of  the  former  addition  alfo  I  was  fome 
years  ago  convinced,  by  having 
found  that  many  cuckoo’s  eggs  were 
hatched  in  the  nefts  of  other  birds 
after  the  old  cuckoo  had  clifappear- 
ed  ;  and  by  feeing  the  fame  fate 
then  attend  the  neftling  fparrows  as 
during  the  appearance  of  the  old 
cuckoo  in  this  country.  Eut,  be¬ 
fore  I  proceed  to  the  feels  relating 
to  the  death  of  the  young  fpsrrows^ 
it  will  be  proper  to  lay  before  you 
fome  examples  of  the  incubation  of 
the  egg,  and  the  rearing  of  the 
young  cuckoo  ;  ftnoe  even  the  well 
known  fa<ft,  that  this  buflnefs  is  in-, 
tr lifted  to  the  care  of  other  birds,  has 
been  controverted  by  an  author  who 
has  lately  written  on  the  fubjecl  j 
and  fince,  as  it  is  a  fact  fo  much  out 
of  the  ordinary  courfe  of  nature,  it 
may  ftill  probably  be  diibelieved  by 
others. 
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This  Natural  Hiftory  of  the  CUCKOO. 


EXAMPLE  I. 

“  The  titlark  is  frequently  fe- 
le&ed  by  the  cuckoo  to  take  charge 
of  its  young  one ;  but  as  it  is  a  bird 
lefs  familiar  than  many  that  I  have 
mentioned,  its  neft  is  not  fo  often 
difcovered.  I  have,  neverthelefs, 
had  feveral  cuckoo’s  eggs  brought 
to  me  that  were  found  in  titlarks’ 
nefts ;  and  had  one  opportunity  of 
feeing  the  young  cuckoo  in  the  neft 
of  this  bird.  I  faw  the  old  birds 
feed  it  repeatedly ;  and,  to  fatisfy 
myfelf  that  they  were  really  tit¬ 
larks,  fhot  them  both,  and  found 
them  to  be  lo. 

EXAMPLE  II. 

<£  A  cuckoo  laid  her  egg  in  a  water*- 
wagtail’s  neft,  in  the  thatch  of  an 
old  cottage.  The  wagtail  fat  her 
■ufual  time,  and  then  hatched  all  the 
eggs  but  one  ;  which,  with  all  the 
young  ones,  except  the  cuckoo,  was 
turned  out  of  the  neft.  The  young 
birds,  conftfting  of  five,  were  found 
«pon  a  rafter  that  projected  from 
tinder  the  thatch,  and  with  them 
was  the  egg,  not  in  the  leaft  in¬ 
jured.  On  examining  the  egg,  I 
found  the  young  wagtail  it  contain¬ 
ed  quite  perfect,  and  juft  in  fuch  a 
ftate  as  birds  are  when  ready  to  be 
difengaged  from  the  fhell.  The 
cuckoo  was  reared  by  the  wagtail 
tili  it  was  nearly  capable  of  flying, 
when  it  was  killed  by  an  accident. 

example  hi, 

“  A  hedge-fparrow  built  her  neft 
in  a  hawthora-bufh,  in  a  timber- 
yard  :  after  file  had  laid  two  eggs, 
a  cuckoo  dropped  in  a  third.  The 
fparrow  continued  laying,  as  if  no¬ 
thing  had  happened,  till  the  laid  five, 
her  ufual  number,  and  then  fat. 

“  June  20,  1786.  On  infpecft- 
ing  the  neft,  I  found,  that  the  bird 
had  hatched  this  morning,  and  that 


every  thing  but  the  young  cuckoo 
was  thrown  out.  Under  the  neft 
I  found  one  cf  the  young  hedge- 
fparrows  dead,  and  one  egg  by  the 
fide  of  the  neft  entangled  with  the 
coarfe  woody  materials  that  formed 
its  outfide  covering.  On  examin¬ 
ing  the  egg,  I  found  one  end  of  the 
fhell  a  little  cracked,  and  could  fee 
that  the  fparrow  it  contained  was 
yet  alive.  It  was  then  reftored  to 
the  neft,  but  in  a  few  minutes  was 
thrown  out.  The  egg  being  again 
fufpended  by  the  outfide  of  the  neft, 
was  laved  a  fecond  time  from  break¬ 
ing.  To  fee  what  would  happen, 
if  the  cuckoo  was  removed,  I  took 
out  the  cuckoo,  and  placed  the  egg 
containing  the  hedge-fparrow  in  the 
neft  in  its  Head.  The  old  birds, 
during  this  time,  flew  about  the 
fpot,  fhewing  figns  of  great  anxie¬ 
ty  ;  but  when  I  withdrew,  they 
quickly  came  to  the  neft  again.  On 
looking  into  it  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
afterwards,  I  found  the  young  011c 
completely  hatched,  warm,  and  live¬ 
ly.  The  hedge-fparrows  were  fuf- 
fered  to  remain  undifturbed  with 
their  new  charge  for  three  hours, 
(duringf’&hich  time  they  paid  every 
attention  to  it)  -when  the  cuckoo 
was  again  put  into  the  neft.  The 
old  fparrows  had  been  fo  much  dif- 
turbed  by  thefe  intrufions,  that  for 
fame  time  they  fhewed  an  unwil- 
lingnefs  to  come  to  it  :  however,  at 
length  they  came,  and  on  examin¬ 
ing  the  neft  again  in  a  few  minutes, 
I  found  the  young  fparrow  was  tum¬ 
bled  out.  It  was  a  fecond  time  re¬ 
ftored,  but  again  experienced  thcf 
fame  fate. 

“  From  thefe  experiments,  and 
fuppofing,  from  the  feeble  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  young  cuckoo  juft  dif- 
engaged  from  the  fhell,  that  it  was 
utterly  incapable  of  difplacing  ei¬ 
ther  the  egg  or  the  young  fparrows, 
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I  was  induced  to  believe,  that  the 
old  fparrows  were  the  only  agents 
in  this  feeniing  unnatural  bufmefs  ; 
but  I  afterwards  clearly  perceived 
the  caufe  of  this  ftrange  phaenome- 
non,  by  difcovering  the  young  cuc¬ 
koo  in  the  aft  of  displacing  its 
fellow-neftlings,  as  the  following 
relation  will  fully  evince. 

u  June  s 8,  1787,  I  examined 
the  neff  of  a  hedge-fparrow,  which 
then  contained  a  cuckooes  and  three 
hedge-fparrow?s  eggs.  On  infpeft- 
ing  it  the  day  following,  I  found 
the  bird  had  "hatched,  but  that  the 
.neft  now  contained  only  a  young 
cuckoo  and  one  young  hedge-fpar¬ 
row.  The  neft  was  placed  fo  near 
the  extremity  of  a  hedge,  that  I 
could  d  iili  nelly  fee  what  was  going 
forward  in  it :  and,  to  my  aftonifh- 
ment,  faw  the  young  cuckoo,  though 
fo  newly  hatched,  in  the  aft  of 
turning  out  the  young  hedge-fpar¬ 
row. 

«  The  mode  of  accomplifhing 
this  was  very  curious.  The  little 
animal,  with  the  affiftance  of  its 
rump  and  wings,  contrived  to  get 
the  bird  upon  its  back,  and  making 
a  lodgement  for  the  burden  by  ele¬ 
vating  its  elbows,  clambered  back¬ 
ward  with  it  up  to  the  fide  of  the 
neft  till  it  reached  the  top,  where 
refting  for  a  moment,  it  threw  off 
its  load  with  a  jerk,  and  quite 
difengaged  it  from  the  neft.  It  re¬ 
mained  in  this  ftluation  a  fhort 
time,  feeling  about  with  the  extre¬ 
mities  of  its  wings,  as  if  to  be  con¬ 
vinced  whether  the  bufmefs  was  pro¬ 
perly  executed,  and  then  dropped 
into  the  neft  again.  With  thefe 
(the  extremities  of  its  wings)  I  have 
often  feen  it  examine,  as  it  were, 
an  egg  and  neftling  before  it  began 
its  operations  ;  and  the  nice  fenfibi- 
lity  which  thefe  parts  appeared  to 
poffefs,  feemed  fufficientiy  to  com- 


penfate  the  want  of  fight,  which  as 
yet  it  was  deftitute  of.  I  afterwards 
put  in  an  egg,  and  this,  by  a  ftrni- 
lar  procefs,  was  conveyed  to  the 
edge  of  the  neft,  and  thrown  out. 
Thefe  experiments  I  have  fince  re¬ 
peated  feveral  times  in  different 
nefts,  and  have  always  found  the 
young  cuckoo  difpofed  to  aft  in  the 
fame  manner.  In  climbing  up  the 
neft  it  fometimes  drops  its  burden, 
and  thus  is  foiled  in  its  endeavours  ; 
but,  after  a  little  refpite,  the  work 
is  refumed,  and  goes  on  almoft  in- 
ceilantly  till  it  is  effefted.  It  is 
wonderful  to  fee  the  extraordinary 
exertions  of  the  young  cuckoo, 
when  it  is  two  or  three  days  old,  if 
a  bird  be  put  into  the  neft  with  it 
that  is  too  weighty  for  it  to  lift  out. 
In  this  ftate  it  feems  ever  reftlefs 
and  uneafy.  But  this  difpofitioii 
for  turning  out  its  companions  be¬ 
gins  to  decline  from  the  time  it  is 
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two  or  three  till  it  is  about  twelve 
days  old,  when,  as  far  as  I  have 
hitherto  feen,  it  ceafes.  Indeed, 
the  difpoiition  for  throwing  out 
the  egg,  appears  to  ceafe  a  few 
days  fooner  ;  for  I  have  frequently 
feen  the  young  cuckoo,  after  it  had 
been  hatched  nine  or  ten  days,  re¬ 
move  a  neftling  that  had  been  placed 
in  the  neft  with  it,  when  it  buffered 
an  egg,  put  there  at  the  fame  time, 
to  remain  unmolefted.  The  Angu¬ 
larity  of  its  fliape,  is  well  adapted 
to  thefe  purpofes ;  for,  different 
from  other  newly-hatched  birds,  its 
back  from  the  fcapulse  downwards 
is  very  broad,  with  a  confiderable 
depreflion  in  the  middle.  This  de- 
preflion  feems  formed  by  nature  for 
the  deftgn  of  giving  a  more  fecure 
lodgement  to  the  egg  of  the  hedge- 
fparrow,  or  its  young  one,  when 
the  young  cuckoo  is  employed  in 
removing  either  of  them  from  the 
neft.  When  it  is  about  twelve  days 

old, 
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old,  this  cavity  is  quite  filled  up,  and  bling,  in  fome  meafture,  the  eggs  cf 

then  the  back  affumes  the  fliape  of  the  yellow-hammer. 

neft  liny  birds  in  general.  u  The  circumftance  of  the  vouncr 
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“  Having  found  that  the  old 
Jiedge-fparrow  commonly  throws  out 
fome  of  her  own  eggs  after  her  neft: 
has  received  the  cuckoo’s,  and  not 
knowing  how  the  might  treat  her 
young  ones,  if  the  young  cuqkoo 
was  deprived  of  the  power  of  difpof- 
.fe fling  them  of  the  nefl,  I  made  the 
following  experiment. 

July  9.  A  young  cuckoo,  that 
had  been  hatched  by  a  hedge-fpar- 
row,  about  four  hours,  was  confined 
in  the  neft  in Ttich  a  manner,  that 
it  could  not  poffibiy  turn  out  the 
young  hedge  Yparrows  which  were 
hatched  at  the  fame  time,  though  it 
was  ahnoft  inceffantly  making  at- 
tempts  to  effedf  it.  The  confe- 
qnence  was,  the  old  birds  fed  the 
Whole  alike,  and  appeared  in  every 
fefpedl  to  pay  the  fame;  attention  to 
their  own  young  as  to  the  young 
cuckoo,  until  the  <  3th,  when  the 
iieft  was  unfortunately  plundered. 

u  The  fmallnefs  of  the  c.uckoo’s 
egg,  in  proportion  to  the  fee  of 
the  bird,  is  a  ei  rerun  fiance  that  hi¬ 
therto,  I  believe,  has  efcaped  the 
notice  of  the  ormthologift.  So  great 
is  the  difpro  port  ion/  that  it  is  in 
general  fmaller  than  that  of  the 
houfe-fparrow  5  whereas  the  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  fee  of  the  bird  is  nearly 
as  five  to  one.  I  have  ufed  the  term 
in  general,  becaufe  eggs  produced 
at  different  times  bv  the  fame  bird, 
vary  very  much  in  fee.  1  have 
found  a  cuckoo’s  egg  fo  light  that  it 
weighed  only  forty-three  grains,  and 
one  fo  heavy  that  it  weighed  fiftv-fi  ve 
grains.  The  colour  of  the  cuckoo’s 
egg  is  extremely  variable.  Some, 
both  in  ground  and  penciling,  very 
much  referable  the  houfe-fparrowY; 
fome  are  indiftindtly  covered  with 
bran-coloured  fpots  ;  and  others  are 
marked  “with  lines  of  black,  reiem- 


cuckoo’s  being  defined  by  nature 
to  throw  out  the  young  hedge-fpar- 
rows,  feems  to  account  for  the  pa¬ 
rent-cuckoo’s  dropping  her  egg  in 
the  nefts  of*  birds  fo  final!. •  as 
thofe  I  have  particularifed.  If  fine 
were  to  do  this  in  the  neft  of  a  bird 
whjch  produced  a  large  egg,  and 
confequently  a.  large  neftling,  the 
young  cuckoo  would  probably  find 
an  infiirmoimtable  difficulty  in  foie- 
ly  pofieffipg  the  neft,  as  its  exer¬ 
tions  would  be  unequal  to  the  labour 
of  turning  out  the  young  birds.  Be- 
fides,  though  many  of  the  larger 
birds  might  have  fed  the  neftling 
cuckoo  very  properly,  had  it  been 
committed  to  their  charge,  yet  they 
could  not  have  buffered  their  own 
young  to  have  been  fa  evinced,  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  cuckoo, 
in  fuch  great  number  as  the  fmaller 
ones,  which,  are  fo  much  more 
abundant ;  for,  though  it  would  he 
a  vain  attempt  to  calculate  the 
numbers  of  neftlings  deftroyed  by 
means  of  the  cuckoo,  yet  the  flight- 
eft  obfervation  would  be  fufficient 
to  convince  us  that  they  mull  be 
very  large. 

66  Here  it  may  be  remarked,  that 
though  nature  permits  the  young 
cuckoo  to  make  this  great  walle, 
yet  the  animals  thus  deftroyed  are 
not  thrown  away  or  rendered  life-* 
lefs.  At  the  feafon  when  this  hap¬ 
pens,  great  numbers  of  tender  qua¬ 
drupeds  and  reptiles  are  feeking 
provifion ;  and  if  they  find  the  cal¬ 
low  neftlings  which  have  fallen  vic¬ 
tims  to  the  young  cuckoo,  they  are 
furnifhed  with  food  well  adapted  td 
their  peculiar  date. 

u  It  appears  a  little  extraordina¬ 
ry,  that  two  cuckoo’s  eggs  fhouid 
ever  be  depofited  in  the  fame  neft, 
as  the  young  one  produced  from 
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oiie  of  them  mull  inevitably  perifti  ; 
vet  I  have  known  two  inftances  ot 
this  kind,  one  of  which  I  (hall  re^ 
late. 

44  June  17,  1787.  Two  cuckooos 
and  a  hedge-fparrow  were  hatched 
in  the  fame  neft  this  morning  ;  one 
hedge-fparrow ’s  egg  remained  un¬ 
latched.  In  a  few  hours  after,  a 
conteft  began  between  the  cuckoos 
for  the  poffeffion  of  the  neft,  which 
continued  undetermined  till  the  next 
afternoon ;  when  one  of  them,  which 
was  fomewhat  fuperior  in  fize,  turn¬ 
ed  out  the  other,  together  with  the 
young  hedge-fparrow  and  the  un¬ 
hatched  egg.  This  conte ft  was  very 
remarkable.  The  combatants  al¬ 
ternately  appeared  to  have  the  ad¬ 
vantage,  as  each  earned  the  other 
feveral  times  nearly  to  the  top  of 
the  neft,  and  then  funk  down  again, 
opprefled  by  the  weight  of  its  bur¬ 
den  :  till  at  length,  after  various 
efforts,  the  ftrongeft  prevailed,  and 
was  afterwards  brought  up  by  the 
hedge-fparrows. 

44  I  come  now,  ftr,  to  coniider 
the  principal  matter  that  has  agi¬ 
tated  the  mind  of  the  naturalift  re- 
fpeff  mg  the  cuckoo ;  44  why,  like 
44  other  birds,  it  fftould  not  build 
44  a  neft,  incubate  its  eggs,  and  rear 
44  its  own  young  ?” 

44  There  is  certainly  no  reafon  to 
be  aftftned  from  the  formation  of 
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this  bird,  why,  in  common  with 
others,  it  ftiould  not  perform  all 
thefe  feveral  offices  ;  for  it  is  in  eve¬ 
ry  refpeff  perfectly  formed  for  col¬ 
lecting  materials  and  building  a 
neft.  Neither  its  external  ftiape 
nor  internal  ftruffurc  prevent  it 
fi  om  incubation ;  nor  is  it  by  any 
means  incapacitated  from  bringing 
food  to  its  young.  It  'would  be 
needlefs  to  enumerate  the  various 
opinions  of  authors  on  this  fubjeff 
from  Ariftotle  to  the  prefent  time. 
Thofe  of  the  ancients  appear  to  be 
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either  viftonary,  or  erroneous  ;  and 
the  attempts  of  the  moderns  towards 
its  inveftigation,  have  been  confined 
within  very  narrow  limits  ;  for  they 
have  gone  but  very  little  farther  in 
their  refearch.es  than  to  examine 
the  conftitution  and  ftruffure  of  the 
bird,  and  having  found  it  pofteffed 
of  a  capacious  ftomach  with  a  thin 
external  covering,  concluded,  that 
the  prefture  upon  this  part,  in  a 
fitting  pofture,  prevented  incuba¬ 
tion.  They  have  not  confidered^ 
that  many  of  the  birds  which  incu¬ 
bate,  have  ftomachs  analogous  to 
thofe  of  the  cuckoo’s  :  the  ftomach 
of  the  owl,  for  example,  is  proppr- 
tionably  capacious,  and  is  almoft  as 
thinly  covered  with  external  inte¬ 
guments.  Nor  have  they  confi- 
dered,  that  the  ftomachs  of  neft- 
lings  are  always  much  diftended 
with  food ;  and  that  this  very  part, 
during  the  whole  time  of  their  con¬ 
finement  to  the  neft,  fupports,  in  a 
great  degr-ee,  the  weight  of  the 
whole  body  ;  whereas,  in  a  fitting 
bird,  it  is  not  nearly  fo  much  preff- 
ed  upon  ;  for  the  bread  in  that  cafe 
fills  up  chiefly  the  cavity  of  the  neft, 
for  which  purpofe,  from  its  natural 
convexity,  it  is  admirably  well  fit-' 
ted, 

44  Thefe  obfervations,  I  prefume? 
may  be  fufficient  to  fhew,  that  the 
cuckoo  is  not  rendered  incapable  of 
fitting  through  a  peculiarity  either 
in  the  fituation  or  formation  of  the 
ftomach  ;  yet,  as  a  proof  ftill  more 
deciiive,  I  fhall  lay  before  you  the 
following  faff. 

44  In  the  fummer  of  the  year 
1786,  I  faw,  in  the  neft  of  a  hedge-, 
fparrow,  a  cuckoo,  which,  from  its 
fize  and  plumage,  appeared  to  be 
nearly  a  fortnight  old.  On  lifting: 
it  up  in  the  neft,  I  obferved  two- 
hedge-fparrow ’s  eggs  under  it.  At 
firft  I  fuppofed  them  part  of  the 
number  which  had  been-  fat  upon' 
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by  the  hedge-fparrow  with  the  cuc¬ 
koo’s  egg,  and  that  they  had  be¬ 
come  addle,  as  birds  frequently  buf¬ 
fer  fuch  eggs  to  remain  in  their 
nefts  with  their  young ;  but  on 
breaking  one  of  them,  i  found  it 
to  contain  a  living  foetus  ;  fo  that 
of  courfe  thefe  eggs  muft  have  been 
laid  ieveral  days  after  the  cuckoo 
was  hatched,  as  the  latter  now  com¬ 
pletely  filled  up  the  neft,  and  was 
by  this  peculiar  incident,  perform¬ 
ing  the  part  of  a  fitting  bird. 

44  Having  under  my  infpe&ion, 
in  another  hedge-fparrow ’s  neft,  a 
young  cuckoo,  about  the  fame  fize 
as  the  former,  I  procured  two  wag¬ 
tail’s  eggs  which  had  been  fat  upon 
a.  few  days,  and  had  them  immedi¬ 
ately  conveyed  to  the  fpot,  and 
placed  under  the  cuckoo.  On  the 
ninth  day  after  the  eggs  had  been 
in  this  {filiation,  the  perfon  appoint¬ 
ed  to  fuperintend  the  neff  (as  it  was 
fome  diftance  from  the  place  of  my 
mefidence)  came  to  inform  me,  that 
the  wagtails  were  hatched.  On 
going  to  the  place  and  examining 
the  neff,  I  found  nothing  in  it  but 
the  cuckoo  and  the  fhells  of  the 
wagtail’s  eggs.  The  faff,  therefore, 
of  the  birds  being  hatched  I  do  not 
give  you  as  coming  immediately 
under  my  own  eye  ,  but  the  tefti- 
mony  of  the  perfon  appointed  to 
watch  the  neft:,  was  corroborated  by 
that  of  another  witnefs. 

44  To  what  caufe  then  may  we 
attribute  the  fingularities  of  the  cuc¬ 
koo  ?  May  they  not  be  owing  to 
the  following  circumftances  ?  The 
fnort  refidence  the  bird  is  allowed 
to  make  in  the  country  where  it  is 
deftined  to  propagate  its  fpecies, 
and  the  call  that  nature  has  upon 
it  during  that  fhort  refidence,  to 
produce  a  numerous  progeny.  The 
cuckoo’s  firft:  appearance  here  is  a- 
bout  the  middle  of  April,  common¬ 


ly  on  the  1 7th.  Its  egg  is  not  ready 
for  incubation  till  fome  weeks'  after 
its  arrival,  feldom  before  the'  mid¬ 
dle  of  May.  A  fortnight  is  taken 
up  by  the  fitting  bird  in  hatching 
the  egg.  The  young  bird  gene¬ 
rally  continues  three  weeks  in  the 
✓ 

neft  before  it  flies,  and  the  folder- 
parents  feed  it  more  that  five  weeks 
after  this  period ;  fo  that,  if  a  cuc¬ 
koo  fhould  be  ready  with  an  egg 
much  fooner  than  the  time  pointed 
put,  not  a  Angle  neftling,  even  of 
one  of  the  earl  left,  would  be  fit  to 
provide  for  itfelf  before  its  parent 
would  be  inftinctively  directed  to 
feek  a  new  refidence,  and  be  thus 
compelled  to  abandon  its  young  one  ; 
for  old  cuckoos  take  their  final  leave 
of  this  country  the  firft  week  in 
July. 

4 4  Had  nature  allowed  the  cuckoo 
to  have  ftaid  here  as  long  as  fome 
other  migrating  birds,  which  pro¬ 
duce  a  Angle  fet  of  young  ones  (as 
the  fwift  or  nightingale,  for  exam¬ 
ple),  and  had  allowed  her  to  have 
reared  as  la  rye  a  number  as  anv 

o 

bird  is  capable  of  bringing  up  at 
one  time,  thefe  might  not  have 
been  futficient  to  have  anfwered  her 
purpofe  ;  but  by  fending  the  cuc¬ 
koo  from  one  neft  to  another,  file  is 
reduced  to  the  fame  ftate  as  the  bird 
whole  neft  we  daily  rob  of  an  egg, 
in  which  cafe  the  ftimulus  for  incu¬ 
bation  is  fufpended.  Of  this  we 
have  a  familiar  example  in  the 
common  dorr^ftic  fowl.  That  the 
cuckoo  adtuaw  lays  a  great  number 
of  eggs,  diffection  feems  to  prove 
very  decifively.  Upon  a  comparifcn 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  making  be¬ 
tween  the  ovarium,  or  racemus  vi- 
teilorum,  of  a  female  cuckoo,  kill¬ 
ed  juft  as  ftie  begun  to  lav,  and  of  a 
pullet  killed  in  the  fame  ftate,  no 
efiential  difference  appeared.  The 
uterus  of  each  contained  an  egg' 

per- 
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perfectly  formed,  and  ready  for  ex- 
clufion ;  and  the  ovarium  exhibited 
a  large  duller  of  eggs,  gradually 
advanced  from  a  very  diminutive 
fize,  to  the  greatefl  the  yolk  ac¬ 
quires  before  it  is  received  into  the 
ovidudt.  The  appearance  of  one 
killed  on  the  third  of  J  uly  was  very 
different.  In  this  I  could  diflindlly 
trace  a  great  number  of  the  mem- 
branes  which  had  difcharged  yolks 
into  the  ovidudl ;  and  one  of  them 
appeared  as  if  it  had  parted  with  a 
yolk  the  preceding  dav.  The  ova- 
ium  itill  exhibited  a  duffer  of  enl¬ 
arged  eggs  ;  but  the  moft  forward 
jf  them  was  fcarcely  larger  than  a 
nuftard-feed. 

64  I  would  not  be  underlrood,  fir, 
o  advance  that  every  eg?  which 
wells  in  the  ovarium,  at  the  ap¬ 
proach  or  commencement  of  tiie 
propagating  feafon,  is  brought  to 
perfection ;  but  it  appears  clearly, 
r:hat  a  bird,  in  obedience  to  the 
diClates  of  hei  own  will,  or  to  fome 
nidden  caufe  in  the  animal  oecono- 
my,  can  either  retard  or  bring  for¬ 
ward  her  eggs.  Befides  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  common  fowl  above  ai- 
uded  to,  many  others  occur.  If 
mu  deflroy  the  nefl  of  a  blackbird, 
n  robin,  or  alrnofl  any  fmall  bird, 
n  the  fpring,  when  (lie  had  laid  her 
lfual  number  of  eggs,  it  is  well 
mown  to  every  one,  who  has  paid 
my  attention  to  enquiries  of  this 
and,  in  how  fhort  a  fpace  of  time 
he  will  produce  a  frefn  fet.  Now, 
lad  the  bird  been  buffered  to  have 
woceeded  without  interruption  in 
ler  natural  courfe,  the  eggs  would 
lave  been  hatched,  and  the  young 
>nes  brought  to  a  Hate  capable  of 
providing  for  themfelves,  before 
he  would  have  been  induced  to 
nake  another  nefl,  and  excited  to 
iroduce  another  fet  of  eggs  from 
he  ovarium.  If  the  bird  bad  been 
leftroyed  at  the  time  fhe  was  fitting 
178^. 
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on  her  firfl  laying  of  eggs,  differ  ~ 
tion  would  have  fhewn  the  ovarium 
containing  a  great  number  in  an 
enlarged  flate,  and  advancing  in 
the  ufuaJ  progreffive  order.  Hence  it 
plainly  appears,  that  birds  can  keep 
back  or  bring  forward  (under  certain 
limitations)  their  eggs,  at  any  time 
during  the  feafon  appointed  for  them 
to  lay ;  but  the  cuckoo,  not  being 
fubjedt  to  the  common  interrupt 
tions,  goes  on  laying  from  the  time 
file  begins,  till  the  eve  of  her  de¬ 
parture  from  this  country :  for  al¬ 
though  old  cuckoos  in  general,  take 
their  leave  the  firfl  week  in  July, 
(and  I  never  could  fee  one  after  the 
5th  day  of  that  month),  yet  I  have 
known  an  inflance  of  an  egg’s  be¬ 
ing  hatched  in  the  nefl  of  a  hedge- 
fparrow  fo  late  as  the  i  {5th.  And 
a  farther  proof  of  their  continuing': 
to  lay  till  the  time  of  their  leaving 
us,  may,  I  think,  be  fairly  deduced, 
from  the  appearances  on  diffedtion  of 
of  the  female  cuckoo  above  men¬ 
tioned,  killed  on  the  3d  of  July. 

“  Among  the  many  peculiarities 
of  the  young  cuckoo,  there  is  one 
that  fnews  itfelf  very  early.  Long 
before  it  leaves  the  nefl,  it  frequent¬ 
ly,  when  irritated,  affumes  tiie  man¬ 
ner  of  a  bird  of  prey,  looks  fero¬ 
cious,  throws  itfelf  back,  and  pecks 
at  any  thing  prefented  to  it  with 
great  vehemence,  often  at  the  fame 
time  making  a  chuckling  noife  like  a 
young  hawk.  Sometimes,  when 
diflurbed  in  a  fmaller  degree,  it 
makes  a  kind  of  hiding  noife,  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  heaving  motion 
of  the  whole  body.  The  growth  of 
the  young  cuckoo  is  uncommonly  ra¬ 
pid. 

u  The  chirp  is  plaintive,  like  that 
of  the  hedge -fparrow ;  but  the  found 
is  not  acquired  from  the  fofter- 
parent,  as  it  is  the  fame  whether 
it  be  reared  by  the  hedge-fparrow, 
or  any  other  bird* 
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<4  It  never  acquires  the  adult 
note  during  its  flay  in  this  coun¬ 
try. 

44  The  ftomachs  of  young  cuc¬ 
koos  contain  a  great  variety  of  food. 
On  diffedting  one  that  was  brought 
up  by  Wagtails,  and  fed  by  them  at 
the  time  it  was  {hot  (though  it  was 
nearly  of  the  fize  and  fullnefs  of 
plumage  of  the parent-bird),  I  found 
in  its  ftomach  the  following  fub- 
ff  ances : 

44  Flies  and  beetles  of  various 
kinds. 

“  Small  fnatls,  with  their  {hells 
ulbroken. 

44  Grafhoppers. 

44  Caterpillars. 

44  Part  of  a  horfe-bean. 

44  A  vegetable  fub  fiance,  refem- 
bling  bits  of  tough  grafs,  rolled  into 
ft  balL 

44  The  feeds  of  a  vegetable  that 
jefembled  thofe  of  the  goofe-grafs. 

44  In  the  ftomach  of  one  fed  by 
hedge-fparrows,  the  contents  were 
almoff  entirely  vegetable  ;  fnch  as 
wheat,  fmall  vetches,  &c.  But  this 
Was  the  only  inftance  of  the  kind  I 
had  ever  feen,  as  thefe  birds,  in 
general,  feed  the  young  cuckoo  with 
ftarcelyany  thing  but  animal  food. 
However,  it  ferved  to  clear  up  a 
point  which  before  had  fomewhat 
puzzled  me  y  for  having  found  the 
cuckoo’s  egg  in  the  nefl  of  a  green 
linnet,  which  begins  very  early  to 
feed  it's  young  with  vegetable  .food, 
I  was  apprehenfive,  till  I  faw  this 
faff,  that  this  bird  Would  have  been 
an  unfit  f offer -parent  for  the  young 
t uckoo. 

44  The  titlark,  I  obferve,  .feeds 
k  principally  with  graffooppers. 

§i  But  the  moft  fmgular  lubfiance, 
fc*  often  met  with  in  the  ftomachs 
of  young  cuckoos,  is  a  baft  of  hair, 
eurioufly  wound  up**  1  have  found 
it  of  various  fixes,  from  that  of  a 
pea  fa  that  of  a  {mail  nutmeg.  It 
feems  to  be  composed  chieffy  of 


horfe-hairs,  and  from  die  re  fern-* 
blance  it  bears  to  the  inf  de  cover¬ 
ing  of  the  neff,  I  conceive  the  bird 
fw allows  it  while  a  neff  imp- .  In 

o 

the  ffomachs  of  old  cuckoos  I  have 
oiten  fsen  mafles  of  hair ;  but 
thefe  had  evidently  once  formed  a 
part  of  the  hairy  caterpillar,  which 
the  cuckoo  often  takes  for  its  food. 

44  There  fee  ms  to  be  no  precife 
time  fixed  for  the  departure  of 
young  cuckoos.  I  believe  they  go 
off  in  fucCeffion,  probably  as  foon 
as  they  are  capable  of  taking  care 
of  themfeives ;  for  although  they 
Hay  here  till  they  become  nearly 
equal,  in  fize  and  growth  of  plu¬ 
mage,  to  the  old  cuckoo,  yet  in  this 
very  ftate  the  foftering  care  of  the 
hedge-fparrow  is  not  withdrawn  from 
them.  I  have  frequently  feen  th@ 
young  cuckoo  of  fuch  a  fize,  that 
the  hedge-fparrow  has  perched  on 
Its  back,  or  half-expanded  wing,  in 
order  to  gain  fufficient  elevation  to 
put  the  food  into  ks  mouth.  At  ; 
this  advanced  ftage,  I  believe  that 
young  cuckoos  procure  fome  food  i 
for  themfeives ;  like  the  young  rook,  . 
for  inltanc.e,  which  in  part  feeds  it- 
feif,  and  is  partly  fed  by  the  old 
ones  till  the  approach  of  the  pair¬ 
ing  feafon.  If  they  did  not  go  off 1 
in  fysccefhon,  it  is  probable  we  fftouki 
fee  them  in  large  numbers  by  the 
middle  of  Auguft ;  for,  as  they  are  , 
to  be  found  in  great  plenty,  when 
in  a  neftling  ftate,  they  muff  now 
appear  very  numerous,  fince  all  of 
them  muff  have  quitted  the  neff 
before  this  time.  But  this  is  not 
the  Cafe ;  for  they  are  not  more 
numerous  at  any  feafon  than  the 
parent  birds  are  in  the  months  of 
May  and  June. 

44  The  fame  infoindlive  impulfe 
which  directs  the  cuckoo  to  depoftt 
her  eggs  in  the  nefts  of  other  birds, 
directs  her  young  one  to  throw  out 
the  eggs  and  young  of  the  owner 
of  the  neff.  The  kheme  of  nature 

would' 
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would  be  incomplete  without  it ;  for  pleafure,  complied  with  your  re- 
it  would  be  extremely  difficult,  if  quell ;  and  here  lay  before  you  fuch 
not  impolfible,  for  the  little  birds,  obfervations  as  I  have  hitherto  been 
deftined  to  find  fuccour  for  the  capable  of  making  on  the  natural 
cuckoo,  to  find  it  alfo  for  Iheir  hillory  of  the  cuckoo ;  and  lliould 
own  young  ones,  after  a  certain  they  throw  fome  light  on  a  fubiedt 
period  ;  nor  would  there  be  room  that  has  long  lain  in  ©bfcuritv,  I 
for  the  whole  to  inhabit  the  neft.  ihali  not  think  my  time  has  been  ill 
u  Thus,  fir,  I  have,  with  much  employed.” 


Application  ofFRXGORIFIC  MIXTURES  to  ufeful  Purpofes* 

[Extracted  from  the  Account  of  Experiments  on  the  Production  of 
Artificial  Cold,  by  Mr.  Richard  Walker,  Apothecary  to  the 
Ratciiffe  Infirmary  at  Oxford.] 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


n  T?  ^  ®  M  the  obvious  applica¬ 
nt*  tion  of  artificial  frigorific 
mixtures  to  ufeful  purpofes,  in  hot 
climates  efpecially,  where  the  in¬ 
habitants  fcarceiy  know  by  the  fenfe 
of  feeling  winter  from  fummer,  it 
may  not  be  amifs  to  hint  at  the 
cafieft  and  molt  ceconomical  method 
of  ufing  them.  For  molt  inten¬ 
tions,  perhaps,  the  following  cheap 
©nes  may  be  fufficient :  of  Itrong 
vitriolic  acid,  diluted  with  an  equal 
weight  of  water,  and  cooled  to  the 
temperature  of  the  air,  any  quan¬ 
tity  ;  add  to  this  an  equal  weight  of 
vitriolated  natron  in  powder :  this 
is  the  proportion  when  the  tempe¬ 
rature  fet  out  with  is  +  50°,  and 
and  will  fink  the  thermometer 
to  50  ;  if  higher,  the  quantity  of 
the  fait  muft  be  proportionably 
increafed.  The  obvious  and  belt 
method  of  finding  the  neceffiary 
quantity  of  any  fait,  to  produce  the 
greateft  effect,  by  folutiori  in  any  li¬ 
quid,  at  any  given  temperature,  is 
by  adding  it  gradually  until  the  ther¬ 
mometer  ceafes  to  fink,  ftirring  the 
mixture  all  the  while* 


“  If  a  more  intenfe  cold  be  required, 
double  aqua  fortis,  as  it  is  called,  may 
be  ufed ;  vitriolated  natron,  in  pow¬ 
der,  added  to  this,  produces  very 
nearly  as  much  cold  as  when  added  to 
the  diluted  nitrous  acid  :  it  requires 
a  rather  larger  quantity  of  the  fait 
at  the  temperature  of  - f-  50°,  about 
three  parts  of  the  fait  to  two  parts 
of  the  acid  :  It  wall  fink  the  ther¬ 
mometer  from  this  temperature 
nearly  to  0,  and  the  confequen^e  of 
more  fait  being  required  is,  its  re¬ 
taining  the  cold  rather  lotiger.  This 
mixture  has  one  great  recommenda¬ 
tion,  a  faving  of  time  and  trouble. 
A  little  water  in  a  phial,  immerfed 
in  a  fmall  tea-cup  of  this  mixture, 
will  be  foon  frozen  in  fummer ; 
and  if  the  fait  be  added,  in  cryftals 
impounded,  to  double  aqua  fortis, 
even  at  a  warm  temperature,  the 
cold  produced  wRl  be  fufficient  to 
freeze  water  or  creams :  but  if  di¬ 
luted  with  one-fifth  its  weight  of 
wTater,  and  cooled,  it  is  about  equal 
to  the  diluted  nitrous  acid  above 
mentioned,  and  requires  the  faiwe 
proportion  of  the  fait.  «A  mixture 
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of  vitriolated  natron  'and  diluted 
nitrous  acid  funk  the  thermometer 
from  -f  70°  (temperature  of  air  and 
ingredients)  to'  -j-  io°. 

44  The  cold  in  any  of  thefe  mix¬ 
tures  n\ay  be  kept  up  a  long  time, 
by  occafional  additions  of  the  ingre¬ 
dients  in  the  proportions  mentioned. 
A  chemift  would  make  the  fame  ma¬ 
terials  ferve  his  purpofe  repeatedly*. 

44  Equal  parts  of  muriated  am¬ 
monia  and  nitrated  kali  in  powder, 
make  a  cheap  and  convenient  com* 
pofition  for  producing  cold  by  fo- 
lution  in  water :  it  will,  by  the 
following  management,  freeze  wa¬ 
ter  or  creams  at  Midfummer. 

44  June  12,  1787,  a  very  hot  day, 
I  poured  four  ounces,  wine  rneafure, 
of  pump-water,  at  the  temperature 
of  50  '  (it  is  well  known  that  water 
dt  fjprings  retains  nearly  the  fame 
temperature  winter  and  fummer,  viz. 
about  50°,  to  which  temperature  the 
water  may  be  reduced  during  the 
warmed  weather,  by  pumping  off 
fome  find)  upon  three  ounces,  avoir¬ 
dupois  weight  of  the  above  powder 
(previoulTy  cooled  by  immerfmgthe 
Weflel  containing  it  in  other  water  at 
50°),  and  after  flirring  the  mixture, 
its  temperature  was  1 40 ;  fome  water 
contained  in  a  final!  phial,  immerfed 
in  this  mixture,  was  eonfequently 
foon  frozen.  This  foluti^n  was  af¬ 
terwards  evaporated  to  drynefs,  in 
an  earthen  veffel,  reduced  to  pow¬ 
der,  and  added  to  the  fame  quanti¬ 
ty  of  water,  under  the  fame  cir- 
cumftancts  as  before,  when  it  again 
funk  the  thermometer  to  140.  Since 
that  time  I  have  repeatedly  ufed  a 
compofition  of  this  kind  "for  the 
purpofe  of  producing  cold,  without 
obferving  any  diminution  in  its  ef¬ 
fect  after  many  evaporations.  The 
cold  may  be  (Economically  kept  up 
and  regulated  any  length  of  time,  by 
occafipnaijy  pouring  off  the  clear  fa- 
turated  liquor,  and  adding frefli  wa¬ 
ter,  obferving  to  fupply  \t  conflant- 


ly  with  as  much  of  the  powder  m 
it  will  diffolve. 

44  The  degree  of  cold  at  which 
water  begins  to  freeze,  has  been 
observed  to  vary  much  :  but  that 
it  might  be  cooled  twenty  -  two 
degrees  below  its  freezing  point* 
was  perfectly  unknown  to  me  until 
lately.  I  filled  the  bulb  of  two 
thermometers,  one  with  the  purefl 
rain-waterl  could  procure,  the  other 
with  pump-water ;  the  water  was 
then  made  to  boil  in  each,  until  one- 
third  only  remained :  thefe  were 
kept  in  a  frigorific  mixture,  at  the 
temperature  of  -f*  i6c,  for  a  much 
longer  time  than  I  thought  ne~ 
ceffary  to  cool  the  water  to  the 
fame  temperature  ;  and  by  repeated 
trials  I  found  it  was  neceffary  to 
lower  the  temperature  of  the"  mix¬ 
ture  to  near  -f-  50,  to  make  the 
water  in  either  of  them  freeze. 
Thefe  were  likewife  fufpended  out 
of  doors,  elo/fe  to  a  thermometer, 
during  the  late  froft,  and  the  water 
never  obferved  frozen.  On  March 
the  zzd,  at  fix  in  the  morning,  the 
water  in  each  remained  unfrozen, 
though  the  tubes  were  gently 
fhaken,  the  thermometer  Handing  at 
that  time  at  230.  There  appeared  to 
be  little  difference  with  refpedl  to 
the  degree  of  cold  neceffary  to  freeze 
the  water,  whether  the  tube  of  the 
thermometers  were  open  or  clofed 
in  vacuo  (which  was  very  nearly 
effected  by  buffering  the  water  to 
boil  up  to  the  orifice  of  the  tube, 
and  then  fuddenly  fealing  it),  or  not* 
but  unboiled  water  in  the  fame  fitu- 
ation  froze  in  a  higher  tempera¬ 
ture. 

4  4  It  is  commonly  fuppofed,  I 
believe,  that  gentle  agitation  of  any 
kind  will  difpofe  wrater  (cooled  be¬ 
low  its  freezing  point)  to  become 
ice  ;  but  I  have  repeatedly  cooled 
rain-water  and  pump-water,  boiled 
a  long  time,  and  unboiled,  in  open 
veffels,  to  30°,  or  lower;  and  have 

con- 


The  TAR  TATI  Method  of  making  KOUMISS,  [133'j 


tfenftantly  fucceeded,  after  trying 
other  kinds  of  agitation  in  vain,  by 
ilirring,  or  rather  fc raping  gently, 
the  bottom  and  Tides  of  the  veffiel  con¬ 
taining  the  water  to  be  frozen,  when 
after  fome  fhort  time  Frnall  filaments 
bf  ice  appeared,  and  by  continuing 


this  motion  about  every  part  of  the 
veflel  beneath  the  furfaee  of  the  wa¬ 
ter,  about  two-thirds  of  the  water 
commonly  froze.  A  fender,  oomt- 
ed  glafs  rod  I  ufed  for  this  pur- 
psfe.” 


The  TARTAR  Method  of  making  KOUMISS;  with  its  Ufe  in 

*  Medicine, 

[Extracted  from  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh.] 


4t  TT-* *  H  E  following  method  of 

jj[  making  koumifs,  is  that 
which  I  adopted  In  my  own  practice 
with  fuccefs.  It  is  common  among 
the  Bafchkir  Tartars,  who  inhabit 
that  part  of  the  G  overnment  of  Oren- 

A  O 

bourg  which  lies  between  the  rivers 
Kama  and  V olga.  It  was  commu¬ 
nicated  to  me  by  a  Ruffian  nobleman, 
in  whole  cafe  I  was  confulted,  and 
who  was  the  nrfr  who  made  ufe  of 
ft  by  mv  advice,  He  went  into  that 
country  on  purpofe  to  drink  it ;  and, 
as  he  ref  ded  for  fome  time  there,  he 
could  not  be  miftaken  with  refpeiSt 
to  the  procefs, 

“  Take  of  freffi  mares  milk,  of 
one  day,  any  quantity  ;  add  to  it  a 
fixth  part  of  water,  and  pour  the 
mixture  into  a  wooden  veffiel ;  ufe 
then,  as  a  ferment,  an  eighth  part  of 
the  foureft  cows  milk  that  can  be 
got  ;  but,  at  any  future  preparation, 
a  frnall  portion  of  old  koumifs  will 
better  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  foil  ring ; 
cover  the  veffiel  with  a  thick  cloth, 
and  fet  it  in  a  place  of  moderate 
warmth  ;  leave  it  at  reft  twenty-four 
hours,  at  the  end  of  which  time, 
the  milk  will  have  become  four,  and 
a  thick  fubftance  will  be  gathered  on 
the  top ;  then,  with  a  ffiick,  made 
at  the  lower  end  in  the  manner  of 


a  chiirn-fhaff,  beat  it,  till  the  thick 
fubftance  above  mentioned  be  blend¬ 
ed  intimately  with  the  fubjacent 
fluid ;  in  this  f  tuation,  leave  it  again 
at  reft  for  twenty-four  hours  more ; 
after  which,  pour  it  into  a  higher 
and  narrower  veffiel,  refembling  a 
churn,  where  the  agitation  muff  he 
repeated,  as  before,  till  the  liquor 
appear  to  be  perfectly  homogeneous; 
and,  in  this  ftate,  it  is  called  kou¬ 
mifs  ;  of  which  the  take  ought  to  be 
a  pleafant  mixture  of  fweet  and  four. 
Agitation  muff  be  employed  every 
time  before  it  be  ufed. 

“  To  this  detail  of  the  procefs, 
he  fubjoined,  that,  in  order  to  obtain 
milk  in  fufficient  quantity,  the  Tar¬ 
tars  have  jx  cuffiom  of  feparating  the 
foal  from  the  mare  during  the  day, 
and  allowing  it  to  fuck  during  the 
night.  And,  when  the  milk  is  to 
be  taken  from  the  mare,  which  is 
generally  about  five  times  a-day, 
they  always  produce  the  foal,  on 
the  fuppofition,  that  fhe  yields  her 
milk  more  copioufly  when  it  is  pre® 
fent. 

“To  the  above  method  of  mak¬ 
ing  koumifs,  which  I  have  tranf- 
lated  as  literally  as  poffibie  from  the 
original  Ruffian  manufeript  now  in 
my  poffiqffion,  I  will  add  forne  par- 
/  3  ticularS| 
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ticulats,  taken  from  other  commu¬ 
nications  with  which  I  was  favour¬ 
ed  by  Tartars  themfelves.  For 
though  I  think  no  addition  neceffa- 
r.y  to  render  it  either  more  Ample  or 
more  intelligible,  yet  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  with-hold  nothing  which 
may,  in  any  wife,  throw  light  on  fo 
edential  a  part  of  my  fubjedb 

“  According  to  the  account  of  a 
T artar,  who  lived  to  the  fouth-eaft 
of  Orenbourg,  the  proportion  of 
milk  and  fouring  ought  to  be  the 
fame  as  above  ;  only,  to  prevent 
changing  the  veffel,  the  milk  may 
be  put  at  once  into  a  pretty  high  and 
narrow  veffel ;  and,  in  order  to  ac¬ 
celerate  the  fermentation,  fome 
warm  milk  may  be  added  to  it,  and, 
if  neceffary,  more  fouring. 

u  From  a  Tartar  whom  I  met 
with  at  the  fair  of  Macarieff  upon 
the  Volga,  apd  from  whom  I  pur- 
chafed  one  of  the  leathern  bags 
which  are  ufed  by  the  Kalmucks  for 
the  preparations  andcarriage  of  their 
koumtfs,  I  learned,  that  the  pro- 
cefs  may  be  much  Shortened  by  heat¬ 
ing  the  milk  before  the  fouring  be 
added  to  it,  and  as  foon  as  the  parts 
begin  to  ieparate,  and  a  thick  fub- 
Rance  to  rife  to  the  top,  by  agitating 
it  every  hour,  or  oftner.  In  this 
Way,  he  made  fome  in  my  prefence 
in  thefpace  of  twelve  hours.  I  learn¬ 
ed  alfo,  that  it  was  common,  among 
fome  Tartars,  to  prepare  it  in  one 
day  during  fummer,  and  that  with 
only  two  or  three  agitations ;  but 
that  in  winter,  when,  from  a  defi¬ 
ciency  of  mares  milk,  they  are  ob¬ 
liged  to  add  a  great  proportion  of 
that  of  cows,  more  agitation  and 
more  time  are  neceffary.  And  though 
it  is  commonly  ufed  within  a  few 
days  after  the  preparation,  yet, 
when  well  fecured  in  clofe  veffels, 
and  kept  in  a  clofe  place,  that  it  may 
De  prefer ved  for  three  months,  or 


even  more,  without  any  injury  to 
its  qualities.  v 

44  He  faid  farther,  that  the  add 
fermentation  might  be  produced  by 
four  milk,  as  above,  bvafourpafte 
of  rye-flour,  by  the  rennet  of  a 
lamb’s  ftomach,  or,  what  is  more 
common,  by  a  portion  of  old  kou- 
mifs ;  and  that,  in  fome  places,  they 
faved  much  time,  by  adding  the  new 
milk  to  a  quantity  of  that  already 
fermented,  on  being  mixed  with 
which,  it  very  foon  undergoes  the 
vinous  change.  It  was  according  to 
the  firft  procefs,  however,  that  all 
the  koumifs  which  I  have  employed 
in  medicine  was  prepared. 

44  From  all  thefe  accounts,  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  three  things  are  eflentiai 
to  the  vinous  fermentation  of  milk, 
Thefe  are  heat,  fouring,  and  agita¬ 
tion.  Heat  is  neceffary  to  every  fpe- 
cies  of  fermentation,  and  fouring  is 
perhaps  not  lefs  fo,  though  not  in 
fo  fenfible  a  degree  as  in  the  prefent 
cafe :  but  the  chief  art  of  ferment¬ 
ing  milk  confifts  in  agitation.  This 
laft  circumffance  has  wholly  efcaped 
the  attention  of  chemifts,  not  with-, 
ftandi ng  it  appears  to  be  confonant 
with  the  operations  of  nature  in 
other  fpecies  of  fermentation.  In 
fermenting  vegetable  juices  and  in¬ 
flations,  nature  has  no  need  of  the 
alliftance  of  art  ;  the  intefline  mo¬ 
tion  which  accompanies  the  fermen¬ 
tation  is  fufficient  to  produce  the  de¬ 
gree  of  agitation  which  feems  necef¬ 
fary  to  keep  the  parts  of  the  fluid  in 
mutual  contadl,  or  to  fit  them  for 
mutual  aeffion.  Milk,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  is  no  foOner  foured  than  a  re¬ 
paration  of  its  parts  takes  place ;  the 
cream  rifes  to  the  top,  while  the 
cheefe  either  falls  to  the  bottom,  or 
is  fufpencled  in  -the  whey.  When 
thefe  parts  are  brought,  however, 
into  clofe  contact  with  one  another, 
by  agitation,  and  this  repeated  at 

pro- 
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proper  intervals,  a  vinous  liquor  is 
produced  ;  of  the  medical  virtues  of 
which  I  fliall  now  treat. 

u  From  the  time  I  had  heard  of 
koumifs,  I  had  conceived  an  opi¬ 
nion  of  its  importance  in  the  cure  of 
certain  difeafes.  I  judged,  that  a 
preparation  of  milk,  which  could 
not  be  curdled  by  the  juices  of  the 
domarh,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  it 
pobefied  all  its  nutritive  qualities, 
with  the  fuperadd-kion  of  a  ferment¬ 
ed  fpirit,  might  be  of  ehential  fer- 
vice  in  all  thofe  diforders  where  the 
body  is  defective  either  in  nourifh- 
ment  or  ftrength. 

The  cafe  of  the  above  mention¬ 
ed  nobleman,  who  communicated  to 
me  the  firlt  procefs,  gave  me  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  trying  how  far  my  con¬ 
jectures  were  well  founded.  He  was 
fii  that  (fate  which  feemed  to  me 
drongly  to  indicate  the  ufe  of  fuch  a 
medicine  as  kdumifs.  I  according¬ 
ly  advifed  him  to  it. 

u  At  twenty-fix  years  of  age,  he 
laboured  under  a  complication  of 
chronic  complaints.  A  confirmed 
lues  venerea,  injudiciouby  treated, 
with  three  fuceebive  falivations  by 
mercury,  added  to  bad  management 
of  himfelf  under  thefe,  had  given 
rife  to  his  difeafe.  His  body  was 
much  emaciated  ;  his  face  was  of  a 
livid  yellow  colour  ;  his  eyes  were 
funk,  and  round  his  eye-lids  was  a 
dark  fhade  ;  he  felt  a  fevere  pain  in 
his  bread:,  and  that  was  accompani¬ 
ed  with  a  confiderable  cough  and 
mucous  expectoration  ;  his  apperite 
and  digeftion  were  greatly  impaired ; 
he  had  frequent  tremblings  and  faints 
ings;  he  began  to  feel  the  fymp- 
toms  of  heCtic  fever.  In  a  word, 
his  whole  appearance  was  confump- 
tive,  and  he  was  fo  weak  that  he  re¬ 
quired  abidance  to  get  into  the  car¬ 
riage  in  which  he  was  to  be  pojivey- 
sb  intp  Tavtary. 


“  After  drinking  koumifs  fix 
weeks  only,  he  returned  perfectly 
free  from  all  the  above  fymptoms, 
and  was  become  fo  plump  and  frebi- 
coloured,  that,  at  fird  fight,  it  was 
with  difficulty  his  friends  could  re*1 
cognife  him.  As  he  did  not  come  im¬ 
mediately  to  Mifehne  Novogorod, 
where  I  then  was,  he  wrote  me  a. let¬ 
ter,  the  fubdance  of  which,  as  far  as 
it  is  related  to  this  fubjeCt,  I  dial! 
give  here. 

“  After  telling  me  the  hidden  and 
remarkable  change  the  koumifs  had 
produced,  during  the  fird  few  days  £ 
that  he  ceafed  to  be  difturbed  in  his 
deep  ;  that  his  nervous  and  dyfpep- 
tic  fymptoms  left  him,  that  he  felt 
as  if  his  veffels  had  been  didended 
with  a  frefh  cooling  liquor ;  that  he 
became  cheerful ;  that  it  ferved  him 
both  for  food  and  drink ;  tha$ 
thpugh  he  ufed  it  to  the  quantity  of 
a  gallon  and  a  half,  and  fometimes 
even  more,  in  the  twenty-foil? 
hours,  yet  he  always  drank  it  with 
pleafure,  and  without  intoxication  $ 
that  his  body,  during  its  ufe,  was  re* 
gularly  open ;  but  that  his  urine 
was  fo  much  increafed,  that  he  was 
ufually  excited  to  make  water  every 
hour  :  he  proceeded  to  exprefs  him* 
felf  in  the  following  drong  terms, 
which  ferves  to  diew  how  much  he 
had  profited  by  it, 

“  I  am  difpofed  to  confiderkou* 
u  mifs,  (fays  he)  with  all  deference 
“  to  you,  as  an  univerfal  medicine, 
“  which  will  cure  every  difeafe,  if 
u  you  do  not  chufe  to  except  fever ; 
“  for  I  am  perfuaded,  that  the  mod 
“  Ikilful  phyfician,  with  all  the 
“  drugs  of  the  fhop,  could  not  have 
u  redored  me  to  the  health  I  no\y 
“  enjoy.” 

The  next  cafe  in  which  it  wag 
employed,  though  not  fo  defperatt 
as  the  former,  gave  diffident  proofs 
of  its  nutritive  and  ftrepgthening 
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qualities.  A  lady,  who  had  been 
witnefs  to  its  uncommon  efficacy  in 
the  nobleman’s  cafe  above  mention¬ 
ed,  was  encouraged  to  try  it  in  her 
own.  It  was  not  convenient  for  her 
to  go  herfelf  to  T artary,  and  there¬ 
fore  fne  had  it  fent  to  her,  well  fe~ 
cured  in  cafks,  during  the  autumn. 

44  She  had  been  long  fubjebt  to  a 
train  of  nervous  disorders.  By 
thefe,  the  was  much  extenuated, 
and  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  extreme 
weaknefs  and  irritability.  She  ufed 
it  for  about  a  month,  at  the  end  of 
which  time,  the  functions  of  her 
nervous  fyftem  were  reffiored,  and, 
•with  health  and  vigour,  file  acquir¬ 
ed  a  piumpnefs  and  frefh  complexi¬ 
on. 

44  The  following  year,  I  refolved 
to  try  it  at  Nifchne-Novogorod  un¬ 
der  my  own  eye.  As  mares  milk 
could  not  be  obtained  in  fuffieient 
quantity  in  town,  it  was  made  at 
the  feat  of  a  nobleman  not  far  di- 
ffiant,  from  which  it  was  occaffional- 
Jv  tranfported.  The  feafon  was  far 
advanced,  however,  before  a  cafe 
was  prefented,  in  which  its  efficacy 
might  be  tried.  At  laft,  about  the 
middle  of  Auguft  1782,  I  was  con- 
fulted  by  the  General  Governor’s 
nephew.  He  had  all  the  fvmptoms 
;  f  incipient  phthifis  ;  pain  of  breaft, 
dry  cough,  occafional  hsemoptyfis, 
and  great  emaciation  >  he  was  not, 
however,  become  hedtic.  His  two 
elder  brothei  s  had  died  of  true  pul¬ 
monary  confumptions.  He  had  tak¬ 
en  much  medicine,  in  a  different 
part  of  the  country,  and  had  ob¬ 
served  a  very  ftribt  antiphlogiftic  re¬ 
gimen  ;  but  though  milk  had  con- 
ftituted  the  greateft  part  of  his  diet, 
yet  there  were  no  figns  of  recovery. 
He  drank  koumifs-  for  about  two 
months  only,  and  that  in  rather  an 
unfavourable  feafon ;  but  the  con- 
fequence  was,  that  all  the  above 
fymptoms  difappeared,  and  his  fiefn 


and  ffirength  returned ;  nor  was 
there  any  reafon  to  apprehend  a  re- 
lapfe,  at  the  time  1  left  that  coun¬ 
try. 

J 

44  About  the  fame  time  I  advifed 
its  life  to  another  voting  nobleman, 
who  had  laboured  under  an  abfeefs 
in  the  left  fide,  about  the  region  of 
the  twelfth  rib.  As  he  had  then  re-^ 
fided  in  a  remote  part  of  the  country, 
no  attention  had  been  paid  to  it ;  on 
the  contrary,  by  improper  applica¬ 
tions,  the  (ides  of  the  ulcer  were  be¬ 
come  hard.  He  had  loft  his  fiefn  and 
ffirength;  he  had  occafional  faintings; 
and  there  were  all  the  appearances 
of  incipient  bedfic.  By  the  ufe  of 
koumifs  for  about  fix  weeks,  pro¬ 
per  chirurgical  dreffings  being  at 
the  fame  time  applied,  his  health 
was  perfectly  re-eftablifhed. 

44  There  were  fome  other  cafes  in 
which  I  employed  it  with  equal 
fuccefs  ;  but  of  which,  as  being  lefs 
important,  I  omit  the  detail. 

44  All  thofe  who  drank  it  agreed 
in  faying,  that,  during  its  ufe,  they 
had  little  appetite  for  food  ;  that 
they  drank  it  in  very  large  quanti¬ 
ties  not  only  without  difguft,  but 
with  pleafure ;  that  it  rendered  their 
veins  turgid,  without  producing  lan¬ 
guor  ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  they 
foon  acquired  from  it  an  uncommon 
degree  of  fprightlinefs  and  vivacity ; 
that  even  in  cafes  of  fome  excefs,  it 
was  not  followed  by  indigeffiion, 
head-ach,  or  amy  of  the  fymptoms 
which  ufuglly  attend  the  abufe  of 
other  fermented  liquors.  To  this 
may  be  added,  that  the  Bafchkir 
Tartars,  who,  towards  the  end  of 
winter,  are  much  emaciated,  no 
fooner  return  in  fummer  to  the  ufe 
of  koumifs,  than  they  become 
ffirong  and  fat. 

44  From  all  thefe  circumftances, 
I  think  myfelf  entitled  to  infer,  that 
this  wine  of  mares  milk  may  be  ap* 
pHied  to  many  of  the  purpofes  of 

med> 


The  T  ART  A 11  Method  of  making  K O U  MISS, 


medicine.  From  the  roiJd  acid 
‘which  it  contains,  mav  it  not  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  cooling  antifeptic  ?  'from 
its  vinous  fpirit,  may  it  not  become 
an  iifeful  itimulant,  cordial,  and 
tonic  ?  and,  from  its  oilv  and  muci- 
laginous  parts,  may  it  not  prove  a 
valuable  article  of  nourifhment  ? 
If  chronic  difeafes,  as  is  generally 
allowed,  depend  on  a  dehilitv  of  the 
folids ;  and  if  they  are  difficult  of 
cure, became  the  organs,  which  ought 
toiupply  the  body  with  nourifhment 
and  lirength,  do  not  only  themfelves 
partake  of  the  general  weakness, 
but  are  too  often,  by  the  indigeft- 
ible  nature  of  the  food  with  which 
they  are  overcharged,  ftill  more  de¬ 
bilitated;  may  not  a  fubftance  of 
eafy  digeffion,  which  at  once 
Strengthens  the  ftomach  and  nou- 
rillies  the  body,  become  a  powerful 

remedy  in  all  fuch  cafes  ? 

* 

u  And  if  acute  difeafes,  efpedal- 
lv  of  the  febrile  kind,  are  frequently 
attended  with  fymptoms  ofweakiieis 
and  putridity,  may  it  not  be  found, 
from  its  antifeptic  and  tonic  powers, 
to  be  an  ufeful  corredtor  of  the  one, 
and  reftorative  from  the  other  ? 

“  May  not  the  fudden  change  it 
produced,  in  the  firft  cafe,  in  the 
ftate  of  the  patient’s  feelings,  and 
efpecially  of  his  deep,  point  it  out 
as  of  life  in  all  cafes  of  exceffive  ir¬ 
ritability  ? 

May  not  the  effect  it  had  in 
reftoring  his  ftomach  to  its  fu  ndlions, 
recommend  it  in  dyfpepfia  ?  And 
may  not  the  vigour  and  plumpnefs 
which  enfued  from  its  ufe,  indicate 
it  in  cafes  even  of  coniirmed  atro- 
phy  ? 

“  Flave  we  not  reafon  to  believe, 
that  it  may  be  ufed  to  advantage  in 
the  cure  of  nervous  diforders  in  ge¬ 
neral,  from  the  manner  in  which  it 
operated  in  the  fee ond  cafe  ?  and  in 
the  incipient,  perhaps  even  in  the 
advanced  ftages  of  phthifts,  from 


the  rapid  and  effectual  change  it  oc*<- 
calioned  in  the  pulmonary  fymp¬ 
toms  of  the  third  P 

And  may  not  its  efficacy  in  th« 
fourth  cafe,  encourage  us  to  employ 
it  in  all  cafes  of  fuppuration  or  ul¬ 
cer,  in  which  the  body  is  threaten¬ 
ed  with  hedtic  fever  ? 

“  Whether  all  thefe  queftiens  can 
be  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  muft 
be  determined  by  future  experience  ; 
and,  if  they  ffiould,  perhaps  the 
fca  rcity  of  mares  milk  in  this  coun-- 
try  would  greatly  circumfcribe  its 
utility. 

“  Hence  enquiries  will  naturally  be 
made,  whether  other  fpecies  of  milk 
admit  of  a  ftmilar  vinous  fermenta¬ 
tion,  and  what  proportion  of  fpirit 
they  contain.  As  thefe  have  never 
been  the  objedt,  however,  of  my 
attention,  I  will  here  give  the  fub*s 
ft  ante  of  what  I  have  been  able  to 
learn  from  others  refpedting  that 
which  is  the  moft  common,  the 
milk  of  cows. 

a  Dr.  Pallas,  in  the  work  above 
quoted,  fays,  that  cows  milk  is  alfo 
fufceptible  of  the  vinous  fermenta¬ 
tion,  and  that  the  T artars  prepare  a 
wine  from  it  in  winter,  when  mares 
milk  fails  them  ;  that  the  wine  pre¬ 
pared  from  coves  milk,  they  call 
airen ;  but  that  they  always  prefer 
koumifs  when  it  can  be  got,  as  it  is* 
more  agreeable,  and  contains  a 
greater  quantity  of  fpirit  ;  that 
Koumifs  on  diftiliation  yields  of  a 
weak  fpirit  one  third,  but  that  ai¬ 
ren  yields  only  two  ninth  parts  ot 
its  whole  quantity ;  which  fpirit  they 
call  Arika. 

“  This  account  is  confirmed  by-' 
Oferetfkowfky,  a  Ruffian,  who  ac¬ 
companied  Lepechin,  and  other  aca¬ 
demicians,  in  their  travels  through 
Siberia  and  Tartary.  He  publiih- 
ed  lately  a  differtation  on  the  ardent 
fpirit  to  be  obtained  from  cows 
mi  Ik. 


“  From 
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I' 3«! 

44  From  his  experiments,  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  cow’s  milk  may  be  fer¬ 
mented  with,  or  even  without,  lour¬ 
ing,  provided  fufficient  time  and 
agitation  be  employed  ;  that  no  fpi- 
rit  could  be  produced  from  any  one 
of  its  conftituent  parts  taken  fepa- 
rately,  nor  from  any  two  of  them, 
unleis  in  as  much  as  they  were  mix¬ 
ed  with  feme  part  of  the  third  ; 
that  the  milk,  with  all  its  parts  in 
their  natural  proportion,  was  the 
mod  productive  of  it ;  that  the  clofer 
it  was  kept,  or,  which  is  the  fame 
thing,  the  more  difficultly  the  fixed 
air  is  allowed  to  efcape  during  the 
fermentation,  (care  being  taken, 
however,  that  we  do  not  endanger 
the  burfting  of  the  veffiel),  the  more 
fpirit  is  obtained.  He  al.fo  informs 
us,  that  it  had  a  fourer  fmell  before 
than  after  agitation  ;  that  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  fpirit  was  increafed,  by  al¬ 
lowing  the  fermented  liquor  to  re- 


pofe  for  fome  time  before  diftilla* 
tion  ;  that  from  fix  pints  of  milk, 
fermented  in  a  clofe  veffiel,  and  thus 
fet  to  repofe,  he  obtained  three 
ounces  of  ardent  fpirit,  of  which 
one  was  confumed  in  burning  ;  but 
that  from  the  fame  quantity  of  the 
fame  milk,  fermented  in  an  open 
veffiel,  he  could  fcarcely  obtain  one 
ounce. 

44  Thefe  particulars  of  the  fer- 

X 

mentation  of  mares  and  cows 
milk,  are  an  intereffiing  addition  to 
the  faCts  concerning  fermentation 
in  general  ;  a  fubjeCt  fo  very  ob- 
feure  and  imperfectly  undet  flood, 
that  1  fhall  not  hazard  any  remarks 
on  it.  My  principal  intention 
was,  to  point  out  to  phyficians 
what  appears  to  me  a  powerful 
means  which  may  be  employed  by 
them  on  many  occafions  in  the  cure 
of  difeafes.’1 


Curious  Account  of  a  BEE  EATER. 
[From  White’s  History  of  Selborne.1 


T  Y  7E  had  in  this  village  more 
VV  than  twenty  years  ago,  an 
phot-boy,  whom  I  well  remember, 
who,  from  a  child,  fhewed  a  ftrong 
propenfity  to  bees  ;  they  were  his 
food,  his  amufement,  his  foie  ob¬ 
ject.  .  And  as  .  people  of  this  cafi: 
have  feldom  more  than  one  point 
in  view,  fo  this  lad  exerted  all  his 
few  faculties  on  this  one  purfuit.  In 
the  winter  he  dofed  away  his  time, 
within  his  father’s  houfe,  by  the 
fire  fide,  in  a  kind  of  torpid  ffiate, 
feldom  departing  from  the  chimney- 
corner.;  but  in  the  fummer  he  was 


all  alert,  and  in  quell  of  his  game 
in  the  fields,  and  on  funnv  banks. 
Honey  -  bees,  humble  -  bees,  and 
wafps,  were  his  prey  wherever  he 
found  them  :  he  had  no  apprehen- 
fions  from  their  Rings,  but  would 
feize  them  nudh  manibus ,  and  at 
once  difarm  them  of  their  weapons, 
and  fuck  their  bodies  for  the  fake 
of  their  honey-bags.  Sometimes 
he  would  fill  his  bofom  between  his 
fliirt  and  his  fkin  with  a  number  of 
thefe  captives ;  and  fometimes  would 
confine  them  in  bottles.  He  was  a 
very  merops  apiafter,  or  bee-bird  5 

apd 
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grid  very  injurious  to  men  that  kept 
bees ;  for  he  would  hide  into  their 
bee-gardens,  and,  fitting  down  be¬ 
fore  their  ftools,  would  rap  with 
his  finger  on  the  hives,  and  fo  take 
the  bees  as  they  came  out.  He  has 
been  known  to  overturn  hives  for 
the  fake  of  honey,  of  which  he 
was  paftionatelv  fond.  Where  me- 
theglin  wras  making,  he  would  lim 
ger  round  the  tubs  and  veftels,  beg¬ 
ging  a  draught  of  what  he  called 
bee-wine.  As  he  ran  about,  hp 
ufed  to  make  a  humming  noife  with 
his  lips,  refembling  the  buzzing  of 
bees.  This  lad  was  lean  and  fal¬ 
low,  and  of  a  cadaverous  complexi¬ 
on  ;  and,  except  in  hist  favourite 


purfuit,  in  which  he  was  wonderful¬ 
ly  adroit,  difcovered  no  manner  of 
underfianding.  Had  his  capacity 
been  better,  and  diredied  to  the  fame 
objedt,  he  had  perhaps  abated  much 
of  our  wonder  at  the  feats  of  a 
more  modern  exhibiter  of  bees ; 
and  we  may  juftly  fay  of  him  now. 


“  Had  thy  prefiding  ftar  propitious  Ihone, 
*«  Should’fl  Wildman  he  - - ” 

When  a  tali  youth,  he  was 
removed  from  hence  to  a  diffant 
village,  where  he  died,  as  I  under- 
ft  and,  before  he  arrived  at  man¬ 
hood.* J 


Singular  Incident  of  a  LEVERET  nurtured  by  a  CAT. 


[From  the  fame  Work.] 

- - . . - -  — -  admorunt  ubera  tigres.*' 


n  f  Y7E  have  remarked  in  a  for- 
VV  nier  letter  how  much  in¬ 
congruous  animals,  in  a  lonely  ftate, 
jnay  be  attached  to  each  other  from 
a  fpirit  of  fociality  ;  in  this  it  may 
not  be  amifs  to  recount  a  different 
motive  which  has  been  known  to 
create  as  ftrange  a  fondnefs. 

“  My  friend  had  a  little  helplefs 
leveret  brought  to  him,  which  the 
fervants  fed  with  milk  in  a  fpoon, 
and  about  the  fame  time  his  cat 
kittened,  and  the  young  were  dif- 
patched  and  buried.  The  hare  was 
foon  loft,  and  fuppofed  to  be  gone 
the  way  of  moft  fondlings,  to  be 
killed  by  fome  dog  or  cat.  How¬ 
ever,  in  about  a  fortnight,  as  the 
mafter  was  fitting  in  his  garden  in 
the  dufk  pf  the  evening,  he  ob- 


ferved  his  cat,  with  tail  ere£t,  trot¬ 
ting  towards  him,  and  calling  with 
little  ftiort  inward  notes  of  compla¬ 
cency,  fuch  as  they  ufe  towards  their 
kittens,  and  fomething  gamboling 
after,  which  proved  to  be  the  leveret 
that  the  cat  had  fupported  with  her 
milk,  and  continued  to  fupporf 
with  great  affe&ion. 

“  Thus  was  a  graminivorous  ani¬ 
mal  nurtured  by  a  carnivorous  and 
predaceous  one  ! 

u  Why  fo  cruel  and  fanguinary 
a  beaft  as  a  cat,  of  the  ferocious  ge¬ 
nus  of  feles,  the  murium  leo,  as 
Linnaeus  calls  it,  fhould  be  affected 
with  any  tendernefs  towards  an  ani¬ 
mal  which  is  its  natural  prey,  is  not 
fo  eafy  to  determine. 

“  Thij*  ftrange  affedlion  probably 

was 
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ivas  occafloned  by  that  defiderium 
thofe  tender  maternal  feelings,  which 
the  lofs  of  her  kittens  had  awaken¬ 
ed  in  her  bread ;  and  by  the  com¬ 
placency  and  eafe  Hie  derived  to 
derfelf  from  the  procuring  her  teats 
to  be  drawn,  which  were  too  much 
diftended  with  milk,  till,  from  ha¬ 
bit,  Are  became  as  much  delighted 
with  this  foundling  as  if  it  had  been 
fjer  real  offspring. 

H  This  incident  is  no  bad  folu- 


tion  of  that  ffrange  circum  dance, 
which  grave  hidorians  as  well  as 
the  poets  aflert,  of  expofed  children 
being  fometimes  nurtured  by  female 
wild  beads  that  probably  had  loft 
their  young.  For  it  is  not  one  whit 
more  marvellous  that  Romulus  and 
Remus,  in  their  infant  Rate,  fhouid 
be  nurfed  by  a  fire  wolf,  than  that 
a  poor  little  fucking  leveret  fhouid 


be  foflered  and  chefiflied  by  a  bloody 
grimalkin. 

* 

a  viridi  feetam  Mavortis  in  antra 


£t  Procubuiffe  lupam :  geminos  huic  ubera  circling 
*  Ludere  pendente^  pueros,  et  iamb  ere  matrem 
**  Impavidos ;  illam  tereti  cervice  reflexam 
M  M’aderg  alterrtos;  ©t  corpora  fingers? 
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ANTI  QU  I  T  I  E  S 


-Comparifon  of  the  Maritime  Commerce  of  CASTILE  and  ARAGON, 
with  that  of  ENGLAND  in  the  Thirteenth  Century. 

{Tram  thp  Supplement  to  the  Second  Volume  of  Dillon’s  Hiftory  of' 

the  Reign  of  Peter  the  Cruel.] 


«  ONSIDERING  the  preced- 
\  j  ing  work  as  not  merely  con¬ 
fined  to  trace  the  cataftrophe  or  the 
Unfortunate  Peter,  king  of  c- affile 
and  Leon  ;  but  moreover  intended 
to  exemplify  the  manners  of  tne 
ai>e ;  I  have  already,  as  a  further 
illuftration  of  the  times,  annexed  a 
tranfient  view  of  the  arts  and  ma¬ 
nufactures,  as  well  as  the  Lite  of 
commerce  in  the  Mediterranean, 
with  refpeCf  to  the  two  rival  powers 
of  Caftile  and  Aragon.  I  o  this 
Ifatement  it  feems  a  natural  pro- 
greffion  to  offer  a  few  words  con¬ 
cerning  the  fettlement  and  mer¬ 
cantile  tranfacfions  of  the,  Spaniards 
in  England ,  with  which  I  lliall  clofe 
my  obfervations  on  that  period  of  hii- 
torv.  I  am  indebted  lor  thefe  de¬ 
tails  to  that  enlightened  academi¬ 
cian  Don  Antonio  de  Campmani, 
whofe  Memoirs  on  the  Commerce 
of  Barcelona,  I  have  already  had 
occafion  to  mention  with  great  fa- 
tisfa£tion.  Without  following  lite¬ 
rally  what  he  has  faid  on  this  head, 

,  the  reader  will  conlider  the  ftibject 
matter  of  this  intormation  as  a- 
rifing  from  that  learned  and  well- 
informed  writer,  whom  I  have  not 


followed  literally,  nor  merely  as  a- 
tranflator  ;  while  I  readily  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  extent  of  the  obligation, 
of  which  I  claim  no  other  merit 
than  transferring  its  fubftance  into 
cur  language. 

u  The  mercantile  fpirit,  he  af¬ 
fects,  which  animated  the  different 
Hates  of  the  Mediterranean  to  make 
long  voyges,  and  frequent  the  ports 
of  England  and  Flanders,  was  con- 
fpicuous  in  the  thirteenth  century, 
and  no  where  with  more  affivity 
than  among  the  Spaniards.  With 
refpedt  to  England,  mod  of  the 
trade  was  carried  on  there  by  foreign¬ 
ers  ;  fuch  as  the  Lombards,  the 
Hans  Towns,  and  the  Catalonians, 
who  enriched  themfelves  by  the  ac¬ 
tivity  of  their  commerce,  being  the 
carriers  of  their  products  and  fuper- 
fluities,  and  taking  home  returns  in 
their  own  vefTels. 

u  The  firft  treaty  of  commerce 
of  the  Englifh,  according  to  their 
own  hiftorians,  was  about  the  year 
1217,  with  Haquin,  king  of  Nor¬ 
way  j  but  the  Englifh  did  not  ven¬ 
ture  to  trade  there  with  their  own 
(hips  till  the  beginning  of  the  four¬ 
teenth  century.  Nor  was  their  Sag 

known 
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known  in  the  Mediterranean  til!  the 
end  of  the  enfuing  century ;  though 
according  to  Anderfon,  in  his  Hif- 
tory  of  Commerce,  they  had  lately 
become  acquainted,  and  were  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  ports  of  Caflile  and 
Portugal.  However  it  is  evident, 
that  the  firfh  fettled  trade  of  Eng¬ 
land  in  the  Levant  is  not  of  a  higher 
date  than  the  beginning  of  the  fif¬ 
teenth  century.  In  the  year  1  5  1  j, 
and  the  following,  and  in  1^-4,  a 
fleet  of  merchant  fhips,  from  Lon¬ 
don,  Southampton,  and  Briflol, 
failed  for  Sicily,  Candia,  Cyprus, 
Solo,  Tripoli,  and  Baruth,  and  o- 
pened  a  trade  for  their  cloth,  cot¬ 
ton  fluffs,  and  other  wares  ;  bring¬ 
ing  back  in  return  Greek  wines, 
camblets,  filks,  oil,  cotton,  and  car¬ 
pets.  But  the  direct  trade  to  C011- 
ilantinople,  and  other  ports  of  Tur¬ 
key,  was  not  known  to  them  be¬ 
fore  the  year  1 509,  nor  to  the  Dutch 
till  10 12,  at  which  period  the  States 
General  of  the  United  Provinces 
made  their  firfl  treaty  of  commerce 
wi tli  the  Grand  Sign! or. 

u  How  different  is  the  prefent 
fituation  of  England  !  Prior  to  the 
reign  of  Edward  III.  all  their  raw 
Wool  (fuch  fmall  quantities  Cxcepted 
as  were  worked  up  for  abfolute  ufe 
at  home),  was  fold  to  the  Flemings 
and  Lombards,  who  were  the  car¬ 
riers,  and  difperfed  it  over  Europe. 
Notwithfbnding  the  pains  taken  by 
Edward  III.  to  increafe  his  manu¬ 
factures  at  home,  by  inviting  weav¬ 
ers  from  Flanders  to  fettle  in  his 
dominions,  11111  a  long  time  palled 
before  the  Englifh  fent  their  own 
manufactures*  to  foreign  markets  ; 
fo  that  the  exportation  of  wool  re¬ 
mained.  a  confiderable  branch  of 
their  commerce  :  and,  according  to 
the  reprefentations  of  Hume,  the 
manufactures  of  England  in  1327, 
were  in  a  very  backward  and  unim¬ 
proved  ftate,  and  in  no  degree  com¬ 


parable  with  the  ingenuity  and  in- 
duftry  of  the  Flemings. 

“  The  bad  policy  of  England  at 
that  time,  will  evince  the  flow  pro- 
grefs  of  their  manufactures.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  courfe  of  the  four¬ 
teenth  century,  they  had  no  other 
exports  than  raw  wool,  leather,  but¬ 
ter,  tin,  and  lead,*  and  a  few  other 
raw  materials  ;  wool  being  the  chief 
export,  of  which,  one  year  with 
another,  there  were  fent  abroad  a* 
bout  thirty  thonfand  facks,  which, 
at  five  pounds  fterling  each,  amount* 
ed  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
fand  of  that  currency  ;  which  would 
be,  according  to  the  prefent  value 
of  money,  four  hundred  and  fifty 
thonfand  pounds.  Belicle  thefe  con- 
fiderations,  many  others  militated 
againfl  the  increafe  of  their  com¬ 
merce.  Edward,  it  is  true,  had 
encouraged  foreign  woiknien,  and 
prohibited  the  wear  of  other  arti- 
cles  but  fuch  as  were  made  in  his 
dominions ;  yet  the  parliament  pro¬ 
hibited  the  exportation  of  their  own 
manufactures ;  which,  befide  being 
a  check  upon  their  foreign  trade, 
implied  a  grofs  contradiction,  fmee 
they  Pill  permitted  the  exportation 
of  wool.  Another  aCl  was  made  in 
1377,  equally  repugnant  to  na¬ 
tional  indullry  ;  that  was,  the  pro¬ 
hibiting  the  exportation  of  iron. 

u  Till  that  time  their  mea  hires 
feemed  fatal  to  commerce,  and  in* 
aufpicious  to  every  branch  of  its 
progrefs.  In  1264,  Henry,  eldefl 
fon  of  the  earl  of  LeiCefler,  who 
had  ufurped  the  crown,  made  a  mo¬ 
nopoly  of  all  the  wools  of  England, 
the  only  valuable  article  that  fup- 
ported  any  trade  againfl  her  rivals* 
On  the  other  hand,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  cinque  ports  abandoned  them* 
felves  during  thofe  troubles  to  the 
moil  flagrant  aCts  of  piracy  :  they 
plundered  and  burnt  the  fhips  of  all 
nations  that  came  within  their. reach, 

and 
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and  murdered  their  crews ;  fo  that 
their  coafts  were  deferred,  and  no 
traders  would  venture  to  enter  their 
ports.  This  made  the  price  of  fo¬ 
reign  articles  rife  to  an  immoderate 
height ;  and  the  Englifh  being  ig¬ 
norant  of  the  art  of  dying,  were 
obliged  to  wear  their  cloth  in  its 
firft  rude  ftate  ;  at  Jo  low  a  pitch 
was  induftry  and  ingenuity  at  that 
time  amongft  them, 

“  To  thefe  impediments  may  be 
added,  the  tyranny  of  the  feudal 
laws,  the  inteftine  di  vilions  "in  the 
kingdom,  the  irruption  of  the 
Danes,  and  other  northern  pirates  ; 
all  which  tended  to  cover  the  bland 
with  a  veil  of  barharifm  and  igno¬ 
rance.  The  continuation  of  their 
broils  after  the  Norman  conqueft, 
their  wars  in  France  in  fupport  of 
their  poffefilons,  and  claims  on  the 
remainder,  were  invincible  obilad.es 
to  a  regular  fyftem  of  commerce, 
no  lefs  than  the  divifions  of  the 
feoufes  of  York  and  Laneafter, 
which  deluged  the  kingdom  in  blood 
till  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century ; 
fo  that  the  Englifh  nation  were  the 
la  ft  to  acquire  a  proper  fyftem  of 
national  commerce,  and  avail  them- 
felves  of  the  advantages  arifing 
from  induftry  and  their  infuiar  litu- 
ation. 

44  The  navigation  from  the  Me¬ 
diterranean  to  England,  which  Iirft 
began  about  the  end  of  the  thir¬ 
teenth  century,  mult  have  been  ex¬ 
tremely  hazardous,  as  well  from  the 
length,  of  the  voyage,  as  from  the 
entrance  of  the  Channel  at  the  time 
when  navigation  was  fo  imperfect ; 
exclufive  of  the  depravity  of  the 
Englifh,  who  wanted  to  trade  jo 
foreign  ports,  but  would  not  fufip* 
foreigners  to- ,  come  peacably  to 
theirs.  The  annals  of  the  four¬ 
teenth  century,  abound  with  re¬ 
cords  and  letters  of  the  kings  of 
England  to  the  fovereigns  of_Caf- 


tile,  France,  Portugal,  Aragon,  and 
Majorca,  and  to  the  republics  of  Ve¬ 
nice  and  Genoa,  giving  fatisfaefory 
anfwers  to  the  complaints  of  tkofe 
powers  for  the  repeated  infults  offered 
by  Englifh  fhips  to  the  veffels  of  tkofe 
ftates  that  frequented  their  ports,  or 
went  to.thofe  of  Flanders.  Amongft 
many  others  which  we  could  offer, 
we  lhall  only  produce  the  following. 

u  In  1  333,  Edward  III.  wrote  to 
Alonfo  IV.  king  of  Aragon,  who 
had  given  letters  of  reprifais  to  his 
fubjects,  to  indemnify  them  for  the 
damages  they  had  fulfered  in  the 
Channel  by  Englifh  veffels,  which 
had  plundered  them  of  their  ef¬ 
fects,  that  he  could  not  be  an- 
fwerable  for  the  unwarrantable  aCts 
of  independent  pirates. 

“  In  (  336  the  Genoefe  petition* 
ed  for  the  reftitution  of  a  valuable 
cogg,  loaded  with  rich  merchan¬ 
dize  from  the  Eaft,  of  .the  value  of 
fourteen  thoufand  four  hundred 
marks  fterling,  which  had  been 
plundered  in  the  Channel  by*,  the 
commander  of  an  Englifh  fquadron, 
contrary  to  the  fafe-conduft  granted 
to  the  republic. 

u  Asa  further  proof  of  the  con^ 
fequence  of  the  trade  carried  on 
by  the  Catalans  in  the  Mediterra* 
nean,  their  records  prove,  that  even 
in  133 1 ,  the  port  of  Barcelona  could 
fit  out  veffels  of  three  decks,  with 
500  men  on  board,  and  various 
caftles  on  their  decks.  The  origi-- 
nal  contract  for  flick  a  veffel,  is  ftifl 
extant  in  their  archives,  in  which 
the  articles  of  agreement  are  ftated 
between  the  magiftrates  of  BarcelOr* 
na  on  the  one  part,  and  three  meip 
chants  on  the  other ;  in  which  the 
latter  let  out  to  hire  a  large  cogg,. 
fitted  out  as  a  privateer,  to  cruife 
againft  the  Genoefe,  and  to  carry 
five  hundred  men.  Among  other 
ftores,  flie  had  three  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  iixty-fix  new  arrows. 
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forty  large  fpears,  three  hundred 
and  fifty-feven  middle-fized  fpears, 
fixteen  pikes  for  boarding  the  ene¬ 
my,  three  hundred  crofs-bows,  fixty- 
eight  paveys,  forty-nine  new  hel¬ 
mets  and  fifty -fe ven  old  ones,  forty- 
two  cuiraffes,  forty-three  gorgets, 
feventeen  chefts  of  bows  and  ar¬ 
rows,  fourteen  anchors,  fix  pair  of 
colours,  fifty-three  oars,  with  an 
infinite  number  of  warlike  ftores, 
to  the  amount  of  feven  thoufand 
live  hundred  and  twenty  articles. 

u  In  1352  the  fame  king  Edward 
was  obliged  to  give  fatisfadtion  to 
the  fenate  of  Pifa,  for  one  of  their 
fhips  taken  by  a  pirate  on  the  coaft 
of  Sandwich.  Rymer  furnifhes  in 
tverv  page  a  variety  of  inftajices  of 
fimilar  conduc'd  on  the  part  of  a  na¬ 
tion,  which,  though  at  that  time 
ferocious  arid  inhofpitable,  has  iince, 
not  only  humanized  itfelf  in  a 
fuperior  degree,  but  given  laws  to 
the  arts,  and  to  political  refinement, 
as  well  as  to  patriotifm,  and  intro¬ 
duced  wifdorn  and  philofophy  into 
their  fenate, 

“  The  Spaniards  were  not  behind 
hand  in  availing  themfelves  of  the 
ignorance  and  rudenefs  of  the  Eng- 
lifh.  They  had  even  formed  efta- 
hlifliments  in  England  fo  early  as 
the  clofe  of  the  thirteenth  century  ; 
for  when  the  famous  affembly  of 
arbitrators  was  convened  in  Lon¬ 
don  in  1  303,  as  mentioned  in  Coke’s 
Inftitutes,  (Inftitute  iv.  p.  142.) 
to  decide  on  the  differences  between 
Ping  Edward  and  Philip  the  Fair  of 
Trance,  refpe&ing  the  dominion  of 
the  Channel,  We  find,  among  the 
different  arbitrators  then  fettled  in 
England,  who  were  added  to  the 
Jbifhops,  lords,-  and  others  appoint¬ 
ed  for  the  purpose,  the  Spanifh 
merchants  were  equally  nominated. 
'Before  this  period  we  find,  under 
^Edward  II.  that  the  Spaniards  are 
particularly  taken  notice  of  in  the 
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charter  granted  by  that  prince* 
mentioned  by  Rymer,  tom.  ii,  part 
iii.  p.  !  3.  for  foreigners  of  differ¬ 
ent  nations  to  trade  in  his  domi¬ 
nions  :  though  this  licence  was  only 
allowed  to  them  as  wholefale  traders, 
and  not  to  open  {hops,  fpices  and 
grocery  excepted,  which  they  might 
deal  in  by  retail.  It  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  that  the  Spaniards  thus  fettled 
in  England,  had  confuls  for  the 
protection  of  their  trade,  but  that 
all  differences  anting  in  the  fairs 
and  markets,  were  fettled  by  a  jury 
compofed  of  a  certain  number  of 
foreigners  and  natives,  who  judged 
of  the  fame  according  to  the  laws 
and  cuftoms  of  the  land,  the  parti¬ 
cular  documents  of  which  are  fpeci- 
fied  in  the  Fcebera. 

u  From  hence  we  mav  draw  a 

j 

fair  conclufion  of  the  fhare  of  the 
fpice  trade,  which  the  Spaniards 
carried  on  in  England  at  that  time, 
in  competition  with  the  Venetians 
and  Genoefe,  which  will  fhew  the 
activity  of  their  merchants,' and  how 
well  adapted  the  mercantile  fpirit 
was  to  their  character,  induftrions 
habits,  and  purfuits. 

u  It  is  allowed  that  the  Floren¬ 
tines  were  the  firft  bankers  and  ne- 
gociators  who  got  pofielfion  of  all 
money  tranfactions  :  but  returns  in 
thofe  days  were  generally  made  by 
barter,  and  foreigners  carried  off 
the  raw  materials  of  the  country, 
which  the  inexperience  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  prevented  them  from  working 
up  into  manufactures  in  their  own 
country. 

6‘  Wool  being  the  principal' fla- 
ple  of  the  kingdom  from  the  thir¬ 
teenth  century,  the  Englifh  were 
f6  little  verfed  in  the  principles  of 
commerce,  that  the  fairs'  for  the 
fale  of  this  article  were  held  out  of 
their  own  country,  and  kept  in  the 
city  of  Antwerp  in  Brabant,  which 
was  the  general  warehoufe  and  de- 

pofit 
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jnofit  where  the  Englifh  factors 
tranfaCted  their  bufinefs.  It  was 
afterwards  removed  to  St.  Omer’s, 
from  whence  they  ufed  to  refort  to 
fhe  famous  fairs  at  Lille  in  Flan¬ 
ders ;  and  finally*  in  134?,  under 
Edward  III.  who  was  not  much 
wifer  than  his  predeceflor,  the  ge¬ 
neral  ftaple  was  removed  to  Calais, 
where  the  Englifh  difpofed  of  their 
wool,  hides,  tin,  leather,  and  fuch 
few  manufactured  goods  as  they 
were  able  to  execute ;  the  makers 
not  even  underftanding  the  policy 
of  fixing  the  ftaple  at  home,  and 
drawing  every  advantage  from  the 
influx  of  foreigners,  and  competi¬ 
tion  among  themfelves,  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  advantage  and  benefit  of  the 
kingdom. 

44  In  the  fifteenth  century  the 
merchants  of  Aragon  purfued  their 
trade  with  England  with  no  lefs 
vigour  than  heretofore.  In  the  firft 
place,  Henry  V .  ordered  letters  pa¬ 
tent  to  be  made  out  in  1418,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  fubjects  of  the  crown 
of  Aragon  who  fhould  come  into 
his  pprts  with  their  veflels  and  mer¬ 
chandize,  allowing  them  fafe -con¬ 
duit,  and  every  kind  of  protection 
and  comfort*-  Their  commerce 
with  England  muff  have  been  con- 
fulerable,  and  their  purchafes  of 
wool  very  great,  as  they  were  at 
that  time  experienced  manufac¬ 
turers,  and  dexterous  in  making  fu- 
perfine  cloth ;  more  particularly 
.the  citizens  of  Barcelona ;  of  whom 
a  record  is  ftill  extant  of  1446, 
wherein  the  magiflrates  of  that  city 
fent  inftrudtions  to  their  agent  in 
London  to  purchafe  four  hundred 
quintals  of  the  fineft  wool,  in  which 
the  prices  and  qualities  are  particu¬ 
larly  adverted  to,  with  directions  to 
buy  the  fame  ten  per  cent,  cheaper 
than  the  former  year  ;  and  that,  to 
‘prevent  deception,  the  wool  was  to 
remain  on  account  of  the  feller, 
1.788* 


from  the  time  of  fhipping  till  it 
was  unloaded  in  Barcelona. 

44  In  confirmation  of  the  above 
fad,  the  municipal  archives  of  Bar¬ 
celona,  are  poflefled  of  a  record,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  return  of  a  galleafs  from 
London  to  Barcelona,  laden  with  two 
hundred  and  fifty  lacks  of  wool,  which 
were  difiributed  to  different  manu¬ 
facturers,  to  be  made  up  into  cloth, 
and  fent  back  to  England  for  fale. 

44  Among  the  fubfidies  granted 
by  parliament  to  Henry  VI.  in  145’, 
there  was  a  tax  of  flxteen  {hillings 
on  every  foreigner  fettled  in  Eng- 
land,  and  fix  {hillings  upon  travel¬ 
lers,  who  went  into  different  parts 
of  the  country.'  The  Catalonians 
ftill  purfued  their  mercantile  fyffem 
there  ;  but  they  probably  dwindled 
towards  the  ciofe  of  that  century, 
when  the  Englifh  began  to  attempt , 
a  navigation  in  the  Mediterranean 
with  their  own  veflels.  By  a  treaty 
agreed  on  between  Henry  VII.  and 
the  republic  of  Florence  in  1490,  it 
was  ftipnlated,  that  none  but  Eng¬ 
lifh  fubjeCts.  fhould  henceforward 
import  wools  in  their  own  bottoms 
into  the  territories  of  the  republic  ; 
and  that  the  ftaple  fhould  be  held 
in  the  port  of  Pifa  f  in  confeqyence 
of  which,  it  was  fettled  that  no  fo¬ 
reigner  fhould  export  wool  from 
England,  except  the  Venetians  ;  to 
whom  this  favour  was  granted,  as 
may  be  feen  in  Rymer,  to  ferve 
them  in  part  return  of  their  an¬ 
nual  fleets ;  and  therefore  they  were 
allowed  to  carry  away  fix  hundred 
facks  only  as  a  fupply  for  their  own 
manufactures. 

44  From  that  period  the  Englifh 
fhipping  began  to  extend  itfelf,  and 
their  merchants  explored  feas  and 
harbours  where  hitherto  their  flag 
had  not  been  known ;  yet  in  Henry 
VIII. ’s  time,  their  direCt  commerce 
northward  did  not  extend  itfelf  fur¬ 
ther  than  the  coafts  of  blander* 
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and  its  appurtenances.  The  mer¬ 
chants  of  thofe  hates  bought  the 
goods  of  the  Englifh,  and  difperfed 
them  over  Germany,  which  held 
the  Flemings  in  a  kind  of  depen¬ 
dency  on  the  Englifh.  When  it  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  broken  in  152c,  the 
Flemings  were  forbidden  from  pur- 
chafing  the  manufactures  of  Eng¬ 
land.  The  confequence  was  fatal  to 
England  :  manufactures  declined  ; 
indigence  and  mutiny  followed  in 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  the 
foreign  workmen  were  more  expert 
than  the  Englifh  :  animofity  rofe  to 
a  ftill  higher  pitch  againft  all  Grang¬ 
ers  who  had  obtained  a  fet dement 
amongft  them.  Their  numbers 
were  10  great,  according  to  Hume, 
that  when  Henry  VIII.  ordered 
them  to  quit  the  kingdom,  fearful 
of  their  attachment  to  queen  Ca¬ 
therine,  they  confifted  of  fifteen 
thoufand  people. 

ii  In  proof  of  the  backwardnefs 
of  the  Englifh  trade,  compared 
with  that  of  the  Spaniards  at  the 
period  now  under  confideration,  it 
ii  apparent  from  records,  that,  while- 
the  Caffilians  and  Aragonefe  had  va¬ 
rious  treaties  of  commerce  with  fo¬ 
reign  potentates,  the  Englifh  had  no 
treaty  for  that  purpofe  with  any  Eu¬ 
ropean  power  or  Gate,  prior  to  that 
GrG  mentioned  under  queen  Mary 
with  the  czar  of  Mufcovy,  to  open  a 
communication  with  Archangel.  In 
Elizabeth’s  days,  manufaClu  res  were 
in  general  of  fuch  inferior  taGe  and 
workmanfhip,  that  foreign  goods 
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were  in  a  manner  conGantly  prefer¬ 
red.  In  1:67,  the  fame  hiGoriarr 
(Hume)  informs  us,  that  in  London 
alone,  the  number  of  foreign  work¬ 
men  amounted  to  four  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  people,  of  dif¬ 
ferent  nations,  of  which  three  thou- 
land  eight  hundred  and  thirty  eight 
were  Flemings,  and  only  fifty  eight 
Scotchmen.  The  religious  perfecu- 
tions,  which  happened  foon  after  in 
France  and  Flandeps,  drove  num- 
berlefs  artiGs  into  England,  which 
furnifhed  them  an  afylum  ;  the  arts 
began  to  flourifh,  manufactures  were 
eGabli filed,  and,  increafed  to  an 
amazing  degree. 

“  Such  was  the  Gate  of  commerce 
in  England,  apparently  inferior  in 
pol  icy  and  extent,  for  a  century  pre¬ 
vious  and  fucceflive  to  that  of  Caf- 
tile  and  Aragon,  at  the  period  of  Pe¬ 
ter  the  Cruel.  The  difcovery  of 
America  changed  the  face  of  affairs. 
The  enter prifing  genius  of  Crom¬ 
well  gave  further  animation  to 
the  Britifli  dag  ;  the  a Ct  of  naviga- 
tion  covered  the  feas  with  her  Grip¬ 
ping,  and  in  half  a  century  fhe  per¬ 
formed  wonders.  The  fpirit  of  li¬ 
berty  and  commerce  eGablifhed  at 
the  Revolution,  raffed  the  Britifh 
empire  to  a  Gate  of  glory  unparal¬ 
leled  in  hiGory  ;  her  fenators  were 
admired  for  their  dignity,  modera¬ 
tion,  and  wifdom ;  her  fountains 
of  juGice  were  celebrated  for  their 
purity  ;  and  her  affluent  citizens  m 
a  manner  engroffed  the  trade  ©f  the 
world*” 
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By  the  Earl  of  Charlemont. 

j3  •  -»  .•  ?/  *- 

[From  the  Transactions  of  the  RoYal  Irish  Academy.} 


HE  following  lines  are  taken 
from  an  old  Italian  poem,  en¬ 
titled  Dittamondi,  and  written  by 
Fazio  Delii  Uberti*  a  nobleman  of 
Florence,  who,  though  certainly  not, 
as  fome  fappofe,  contemporary  with 
Dante,  tkmrilhed  not  long  after  the 
death  of  that  poet  ;  but,  as  the  va¬ 
lue  of  the  information  contained  in 
thefe  lines  principally  depends  upon 
the  antiquity  of  the  work,  it  may 
not  be  hi  perflu oils,  as  far  as  I  am 
able,  to  afcertain  its  date. 

46  In  the  nineteenth  chapter  of 
the  fourth  book,  the  author  con¬ 
cludes  a  genealogical  account  of 
the  kings  of  France  with  thefe 
lines  : 

Phi'ippo  di  Valifo  S'gnor  poi 
Et  Giovan  £1  Figiiol,  del  qual  conchiudo 
Che  con  gran’gtierra  tiene  el  Regno  ancon 

u  From  hence  it  appears  certain, 
that,  as  John  the  fon  of  Philip 
of  V alois  is  mentioned  as  the  mo¬ 
narch  then  reigning,  the  poem 
muff  have  been  compofed  before  the 
year  1 364,  in  which  year  that  prince 
died  ;  and  fince  we  are  farther  in¬ 
formed  that  he  hill  holds  the  king¬ 
dom  with  a  mighty  war,  we  may 
thence  fairly  conclude  that  the  pub¬ 
lication  was  previous  to  the  treaty  of 
Bretignv  in  the  year  136c. 

u  This  whlmfical  poem,  which  in 
point  of  language  is  of  fuch  authori¬ 
ty  as  to  be  cited  by  the  authors  of 
the  Dictionary  della  Crufca,  and  is 
written  in  terza  rima,  a  fpecies  of 
verification  which  Dante  had  then 
made  fafhionabie,  contains  an  hif- 
torical  and  geographical  account  of 
all  the  nations  in  the  world,  The 


author,  having  travelled  through 
England  and  Scotland,  paffes  int& 
Ireland,  a  defcription  of  which 
country,  and  of  its  inhabitants,  lie 
begins  as  follows  ; 

Cap.  xxvi.  lib.  iv. 

Similimente  pafTamo  eh  Trlanda, 

La  qua!  fra  noi  e  d&gna  de  Fama 

Per  le  nobile  Saie  che  ci  manda. 

ii  Thefe  lines  appear  td  me  to 
contain  a  full  proof  of  a  molt  ex¬ 
traordinary  fadt.  That  Ireland 
fhould  have  been  already  famous  for 
her  woollen  manufactures  fo  early 
as  in  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth 
century,  and  fhouid  at  that  period 
have  imported  them  into  Italy, 
where  the  vent  of  thefe  commodi¬ 
ties  was  even  then  fo  fully  effablilhed 
and  the  fuperiority  of  their  fabric  fo 
univerfally  acknowledged,  as  to  ren¬ 
der  the  country  from  whence  they 
came  degna  de  Fama,  and  entitle 
them  to  the  epithet  nobile,  is  a  fadt 
which,  vdthont  a  proof  fo  incontro¬ 
vertible  as  the  tefiimony  of  our  au¬ 
thor,  would  never  have  been  credit¬ 
ed  ;  efpecially  when  we  refledt  that 
England  was  not  then  in  poileflion 
of  any  fuch  commerce,  ince  we 
knoYg  to  a  certainty,  that  Edward 
III. during  whofe  reign,  many  years 
before  his  death,  the  poem  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  written,  was  the  firft  of 
our  kings  who  effectually  encourag¬ 
ed  the  Englifh  to  apply  themfelves 
to  the  woollen  manufacture.  For, 
though  there  is  no  doubt  that  wool 
was  wrought  in  England  fo  early  as 
in  the  time  of  Richard  I.  and  even 
earlier,  yet  is  it  more  than  probable 
that  fuch  manufacture  was  princi- 
K  2  pally? 
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pally,  if  not  wholly,  for  home  con- 
fumption,  as  raw  wool  was  at  that 
time,  and  long  after,  the  principal 
article  of  Englifh  export,  and  all 
our  hiflorians  agree  in  fixing  the  date 
of  the  woollen  manufacture  in  Eng¬ 
land,  as  an  objeCt  of  importance,  to 
the  year  13  31,  fifth' of  Edward  III. 
in  which  year  that  wife  monarch 
brought  over  from  Flanders  John 
Kemp,  and  feveral  other  Ffemiih 
woollen  weavers.  Yet  is  it  clear, 
from  the  above  lines,  that  at  this  ve¬ 
ry  period,  Ireland  was  already  in 
pofTefiien  of  this  branch  of  com¬ 
merce,.  and  famous  for  her  woollens, 
which  file  exported  to  diftant  re  - 
-gions,  and  fent  even  into  Italy,  at 
that  time  the  mod  polifiied  of  all 
'European  countries,  and  the  moil 
eminent  for  trade  and  manufac¬ 
tures. 

44  Saia  is,  in  the  dictionary  della 
Crufca,  explained  to  be  Spezie  di 
Fanno  lano  fottile  e  leggier!.  A  de- 
fcription  which  anfwers  to  our  ferge. 
And  the  epithet  nobiie  ftrongly  ex- 
prefies  the  excellence  of  the  commo¬ 
dity,  and  the  high  repute  in  which 
•it  was  held.  It  is  remarkable  that 
Irifh  wool  is  ftill  found  to  be  better 
adapted  to  the  confinicHcn  of  ferg- 
es,  and  the  other  articles  of  what  is 
.called  new  drapery,  than  to  broad 
cloth. 

44  The  following  quotation  from 
a  very  ancient  Florentine  account 
book,  in  the  Diblionary  della  Cruf¬ 
ca,  article  Saia,  is  a  further  proof 
of  the  above-mentioned  extraordi¬ 
nary  fabb.  44  Per  11  n  Pezza  di  Saia 
**  d’lrlanda  per  veftir  della  Moglie 

d’ Andrea.”  From  hence  alfo  it 
appears',  that  Irifh  ferge  was  among 
the  Italians  an  article  of  female  drefs, 
a  cireumilance  which  might  induce 
us  to  fuppofe  that  the  fabric  was 
then  of  a  finer  and  more  delicate 
texture  than  whaP is  now  made  un¬ 
der  that  denomination* 


44  The  remarkable  information 
conveyed  in  the  lines  above  cited 
having  induced  me  to  examine  into 
the  ftate  of  the  fabl,  I  find  that  in 
times,  very  early  indeed,  Ireland 
was  noted  for  her  woollens,  which 
were  freely  imported  into  England. 

44  In  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  who 
reigned  from  12. 16  to  1271,  a  duel 
was  awarded  and  fought  between 
Walter  Blowberme,  an  approver, 
and  Hamon  1'e  Stare,  the  former 
having  accufed  the  latter  in  having 
been  partner  with  him  in  Healing 
clothes  and  other  (roods  at  W  inchef-. 

O  ’  ^ 

ter,  whereof  Hamon  had  for  his 
fhare  two  coats-,  to  wit,  one  of  Irifii 
cloth,  and  the  other  a  party  coat 
cloth  of  Abendon  and  Bnrrel-  of 
London.  Vide  Madox’s  Hiftory  of 
the  Exchequer,  voh  i.  page  330. 

44  That  in  the  time  of  Edward 
III.  Irifii  frizes  were  freely  import - 
into  England,  and  even  encouraged 
there,  we  learn  from  the  eighth  and 
lafl  flatute  of  his  reten,  whereby  it  is 
enacted  that  no  fubfidv  nor  aulnase* 
dutyfhall  be  paid  on  cloths  called  frize 
ware,  which  be  made  in  Ireland,  or 
in  England  of  Irifh  wool ;  hecaufe 
thofe  cloths  did  not  obtain  the  length 
nor  breadth  ordained  by  the  ftatute; 
Anderfon’s  Commerce,  vol  i.  page 
204. 

44  In  a  licence  granted  to  the 
Pope’s  agent,  A.  D.  1482,  An.  3 
Ric.  II.  for  exporting  into  Italy  cer¬ 
tain  commodities  cuftom-free,  we 
find  the  following  articles  of  Irifh 
woollen,  viz.  five  mantles  of  Irifh 
cloth,  one  lined  with  green,  one 
riiflet  garment  lined  with  Irifii  cloth* 
Rym.  Feed  era,  vol.  vii.  page  5  36. 

44  By  an  a  fit  of  parliament,  fourth 
of  Edward  IV.  it  is  enabled  that  no 
cloth  of  any  other  region  but  Wales 
and  Ireland  fhali  be  imported  into 
England,  excepting  cloth  taken  at 
fea.  Anderfon,  vol,  i,  page  280. 
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t4  From  all  thefe  feveral  fa&s, 
and  particularly  from  the  paflage  of 
our  author,  we  may  fairly  conclude 
that  Ireland  was  poflefled  of  an  ex¬ 
tend  ve  trade  in  woollens  at  a  very 
early  period,  and  long  before  that 
commodity  was  an  article  of  Englifh 
export.  Manufactures  are  flow  in 
being  brought  to  that  degree  of  per¬ 
fection  which  may  render  them  an 
objeCt  coveted  by  diftant  countries, 
efpecially  where  the  people  of  thofe 
countries  have  arrived  at  a  high  de¬ 
gree  of  polifli :  and  if  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  fourteenth  century  the 
Urges  of  Ireland  were  eagerly  fought 
after,  and  worn  with  a  preference  by 
the  polifhed  Italians,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  fabric  had  been  ef- 
tabliflied  for  a  very  long  time  before 
that  period.  Nay,  we  may  perhaps 
be  allowed  to  hazard  a  conjecture, 
which,  however  whimfleal  it  may 
appear,  is  by  no  means  impofiible, 
fcnat  the  wife  Edward  might  have 
laboured  to  eftabhfla  the  woollen  ma¬ 
nufacture  among  his  Englifh  fubjeCts, 
in  imitation  of  the  Irifli,  and  in 
competition  with  the  trade  exten- 
fively  carried  on  by  a  people,  who, 
however  erroneoufly,  we  are  taught 
to  believe  were  at  that  period  little 
removed  from  a  ftate  of  abfolute 
barbarity.  For  the  native  Irifh,  up¬ 
on  whom  the  afperfion  principally 
falls,  mult  have  had  a  fliare  in  this 
traffic,  the  Englifh  fettlers  being  too 
few,  and  too  much  occupied  by  per- 
perpetual  broils,  to  be  alone  equal 
to  an  extenfive  manufacture.  Our 
author  indeed  himfelf  in  a  great 
jneafure  contradicts  this  calumny, 
and  the  character  which  he  gives  of 
the  Irifh  in  his  time  tends  greatly  to 


diminifh  that  idea  of  barbarity  which 
is  ufu ally  objected  to  them. 

Queita  Gente,  benche  moftra  ielvagia, 

E  per  gli  Monti  !a  Contrada  accicrba, 
Nondimeno  l’e  doicie  ad  cui  I’afaggia. 

44  Fazio,  or  Bonifazio,  delli 
Uberti,  grandfon  to  the  celebrated 
Farinata,  is  fuppofed  to  have  vi- 
fited  in  perfon  moft  of  the  countries 
he  defcribes.  His  family,  one 
of  the  moft  illuftrious  of  Flo¬ 
rence,  and  head  of  the  Ghibel- 
lines,  having  been  driven  into  ba- 
nifhment  by  the  oppoflte  faCtion, 
he  is  faid  to  have  taken  advantage 
of  this  opportunity  to  indulge  his 
tafte  for  travelling,  and  the  Ditta- 
mondi  is  in  effect  no  other  than  an 
account  of  his  extenfiye  travels,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  fketch  of  the  hiftory  of 
the  countries  through  which  he  pafl* 
ed.  Neither  is  there  any  reafon  to 
doubt,  that  the  author  was  actually 
in  Ireland :  his  perfonal  acquaintance 
with  that  ifland  appears  not  only  from 
the  accurate  manner  of  his  defcrip- 
tion,  but  more  efpecially  from  his 
exprefsly  telling  us  that  he  had  himr 
felf  feen  there  certain  lakes,  the  pe¬ 
culiar  qualities  of  wfoich  he  minute¬ 
ly  details- — Qui  vjd3  io  di  piu  natura 
Laghi.  This  laft  eircumftance  X 
mention,  as  it  ferves  to  fliew  that 
Ireland  was  then  of  fufficient  note 
to  induce  a  learned  and  illuflrious 
Italian,  notwithftanding  the  dangers 
of  the  navigation,  which  he  feeling¬ 
ly  defcribes,  to  vifit  its  remote 
fhores. 

44  The  book  from  which  thefe 
quotations  are  taken  is  extremely 
fcarce,  being  the  firfl: printed  edition 
of  the  Dittamondi,  printed  at  Vi¬ 
cenza  in  the  year  1474. 
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The  History  of  ARCHERY  in  IRELAND. 

[From  Walker’s  Historical  Essay  on  the  Drefs  of  the  Ancient  and 

Modern  Irifh,  &c.] 


*4  YjErhaps  archery  can  boail  as 
jb  high  an  antiquity  in  Ireland, 
as  in  aimoft  any  other  nation  of  the 
earth.  This  will  not  he  denied,  if  our 
obligations  to  the  Eaft  fhould  be  ad-? 
mitted ;  for  we  find  mention  of 
bows  and  arrows  in  holy  writ.  Our 
old  chroniclers  number  archery  with 
the  exercifes  of  the  militia  com¬ 
manded  bv  the  immortal  Fin  Mac 
Cumhal.  And  in  other  periods  of 
Irifli  hiftory,  equally  dark,  we  can 
fometimes  difcern  paffing  arrows 
piercing  the  gloom.  Indeed,  Spenfer 
leems  to  inlituate  the  early  ufe  of 
bows  and  arrows  in  Ireland.  44  Alfo 
44  their  fhort  bows  and  little  quivers, 
44  with  fhort  bearded  arrows,  are 
44  very  Scythian.”  This  fhort  bow 
was  certainly  not  borrowed  from 
the  Englifh,  among!!  whom  the 
crofs  and  long  bow  only  were  in 
pfe.  Yet  we  have  good  reafon  to 
think,  that  archery  was  totally  dif- 
ufed  in  Ireland  at  the  time  of  the 
Englifh  invafion;  for  Cambrenfis 
reprefents  the  Irilh  as  being  fo  much 
annoyed  by  the  arrows  of  the  Eng- 
lifh,  that  we  are  led  to  infer  they 
were  a  kind  of  offenfive  weapons 
with  which  the  Irifh  were  then  to¬ 
tally  unacquainted.  Another  writer 
of  the  fame  period  defcribes  the 
Irifh  avoiding  the  Englifh  forces, 
“  for  fear  of  their  archers.”  Be- 
fides,  the  feats  of  archery  perform¬ 
ed  by  Robin  Hood  and  his  follow¬ 
ers  (who  fled  to  Ireland  in  the  reign 
of  Richard  I.)  would  not  have  been 
matter  of  fo  much  aftonifhment  to 
£he  good  people  of  Dublin,  as  we 
are  told  it  was,  had  they  been  (kill¬ 


ed  in,  or  even  acquainted  with  the 
practice. 

44  But  the  Englifh  had  not  been 
long  fettled  in  Ireland  when  they  im- 
pofed  the  practice  of  archery  on  all 
the  inhabitant's  of  the  Pale  between 
flxtv  and  fixteen  years  of  age,  by 
an  a£t  originating  in  their  fears. 
This  act  was  ordained  in  a  parlia¬ 
ment  holden  at  Trim,  in  £th  Ed¬ 
ward  IV.  and  runs  thus,  —  44  Item, 
44  at  the  requeft  of  the  commons^ 

44  that  confideration  had  to  the 

45  great  number  of  Irifhmen,  that 
44  exceed  greatly  the  Englifh  peo- 
44  pie,  that  in  force  and  augmenta? 
44  tion  of  the  king’s  lieges,  it  R 
44  ordeyned  by  authority  of  the  faid 
44  parliament,  that  every  Englifh- 
44  man  and  Irifhman,  that  dwell 
44  with  Englifhmen  and  fpeak  Eng- 
44  lifh,  that  betwixt  fixty  and  fix- 
44  teen  in  age,  fhall  have  an  Eng* 
44  lifh  bow  of  his  own  length,  and 
44  one  fiflmeie  at  the  leaf!  betwixt 
44  the  necks,  with  twelve  fliafts  of 
44  the  length  of  three  quarters  of 
44  the  ftandard,  the  bowes  of  ewe, 
44  wych-haflel,  afhe,  awburne,  or 
44  any  other  reafonable  tree  accord- 
44  ing  their  power,  and  the  fliafts  in 
44  the  fame  maner,  within  two 
44  moneths  next  after  the  publication 
44  of  this  eftatute,  on  pain  of  two 
44  pence  a  man  from  moneth  to  other 
44  till  he  fhall  have  and  continue 
44  the  bow  and  fliafts,  and  in  lue 
44  of  the  bow  and  fliafts  broken 
44  and  loll  to  have  new,  under  pain 
44  of  two  pence  every  month  till  it 
44  be  dene.  And  yet  not  prohibiting 
44  gentiemeri  on  hqrfeback  to  ride 

44  ac- 
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44  according  their  bed:  difpofition  to 
44  ride  with  fpear,  fo  that  they  have 
44  bowes  with  their  men  for  the  time 
44  of  neceffitie.”  And  in  the  fame 
parliament  there  was  ordained  an¬ 
other  44  aft  for  having  a  conftable 
44  in  every  town,  and  a  pair  of  butts 
44  for  fhooting,  and  that  every  man 
44  between  fixty  and  fixteen  fhall 
44  fhoot  every  holyday  at  the  fame 
44  butts.”  The  pain  for  offending 
againft  this  aft,  was  44  one  half- 
44  penny  for  every  day  and  the 
time  of  obfervance,  44  betwixt  the 
firft  day  of  March  and  the  lafr 
44  day  of  July.” 

44  In  order  the  better  to  carry 
thofe  afts  into  execution,  by  fur- 
ni  filing  thofe  whom  they  bound 
with  a  conftant  fupply  of  bows, 
another  aft  was  palled  in  the  eighth 
year  of  the  fame  reign,  to  oblige 
44  every  merchant  and  palfenger, 
44  that  bring  merchandifes  into  this 
44  land  of  Ireland  out  of  England 
44  to  the  fum  of  an  hundred  pound, 
44  that  he  fhall  buy  and  bring  with 
44  him  into  the  faid  land  in  bows  to 
44  the  value  of  an  hundred fhillings, 
44  and  fo  following  after  the  rate 
44  under  or  over  to  the  fum  of 
44  twenty  poihids,” 

44  But  fucceeding  kings,  either 
ftickening  the  rigour  of  this  aft,  or 
difpenfing  with  the  obfervance  of  it, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Pale  began 
to  lack  both  bows  and  arrows.  Of 
tins  remiflhefs,  it  is  probable  fome 
of  the  Irifh  who  had  fcorned  the 
Englifh  yoke,  took  advantage  ;  and 
others,  according  to  an  old  Englifh 
writer,  44  thereupon  tooke  hart  of 
44  grace,  and  praftifed  our  manners 
44  in  fhooting  and  the  ufe  of  our 
44  weapons ;  and  by  little  and  little 
44  they  became  fo  well  expert  and  fkil? 
44  ful  therein,  that  whereas  at  the  firft 
44  they  were  eafie  to  be  overcomed, 


44  were  now  ftrong  and  hardie,  and 
44  not  onlie  able  to  refill,  but  alio 
44  readie  to  put  us'  in  danger  and 
44  hazard.”  To  remedy  thefe grow¬ 
ing  evils,  an  aft  was  ordained  in  the 
10th  Henry  VII.  44  That  the  fub- 
44  jefts  of  this  realme  fhall  have 
44  bowes  and  other  armour,  like 
44  as  they  have  had  in  times  paft- 
44  ed.” 

44  In  the  next  reign  baron  Fin- 
glafs  recommends,  in  his  Breviate, 
44  that  fhooting  be  ufed  in  every 
44  parifh  within  the  Englifh  pale 
44  every  holyday,  fo  that  the  wea- 
44  ther  be  fair,  upon  pain  of  three 
44  {hillings  and  four  pence.” 

44  After  this  period  we  meet  fre¬ 
quent  mention  of  archers  attending 
the  magiftrates  of  the  principal 
towns  on  martial  and  ether  expedi¬ 
tions  ;  and  a  grant  of  poundage  to 
the  lord  deputy  to  provide  him  with 
a  guard  of  bowmen.  But  according 
as  the  ufe  of  fire-arms  advanced, 
archery  loft  ground,  till  at  length  it 
funk  into  oblivion. 

44  The  citizens  of  Dublin  had 
their  butts  for  many  years  on  a 
plain  in  the  village  of  Hogges, 
called  Hoggin’s-butt  (now  Coliege- 
green),  near  a  range  of  fmall  houfes 
denominated  Tib  and  Tom.  When 
the  city  fpread  over  this  green,  the 
butts  were  removed  to  that  part  of 
the  north-ftrand,  formerly  called 
Cuningham’s  rope-walk,  where  my 
father  remembers  to  have  feen  them, 
in  the  year  1734.  About  this  time 
the  praftice  of  archery  totally  ceafed 
in  Dublin,  where  it  had  been  flip- 
ported  in  its  decline,  by  a  fociety 
of  gentlemen  and  eminent  citizens, 
who  called  themfelves  The  Archers’ 
Club.  The  laft  member  of  this 
club  was  Mr.  Henry  Delamain,  who 
lived  and  retained  his  faculties  to 
the  year  1781.” 
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Curious  INJUNCTIONS  from  Wykeham  Bifhop  of  Winchester, 
to  his  Commiffioners  for  correcting  the  Abuses  in  the  Religious 
Houses  throughout  his  Diocefe. 


om  White’s  Antiquities  cf  Seleorne.] 


N  the  year  1 1? 3,  Wykeham, 
44  |  bifhop  of  Winchefter,  held  a 
44  vifitation  of  his  whole  diocefe  ; 
44  not  only  of  the  fecnlar  clergy 
44  through  the  feveral  deanries,  but 
44  alfo  of  the  monalteries,  and  reli- 
44  gious  houfes  of  all  forts,  which 
44  he  vifited  in  perfon.  The  next 
44  year  he  fent  his  commiffioners 
44  with  power  to  corredt  and  reform 
44  the  feveral  irregularities  and  a- 
44  bufes  which  he  had  difcovered  in 
44  the  courfe  of  his  vifitation. 

4 4  Some  years  afterward,  the  bi- 
fhop  having  vffited  three  feveral 
times  all  the  religious  houfes 
4{  throughout  his  diocefe,  and  be¬ 
ing  well  informed  of  the  Hate 
and  condition  of  each,  and  of 
the  particular  abufes  which  re¬ 
quired  correction  and  reforma- 
tion,  behdes  the  orders  which  he 
44  had  already  given,  and  the  re¬ 
medies  which  he  had  occafionally 
applied  by  his  commiffioners,  now 
44  iflued  his  injundlions  to  each  of 
44  them.  They  were  accommodated 
44  to  their  feveral  exigencies,  and  in- 
44  tended  to  correct  the  abufes  in- 
44  troduced,  and  to  recall  them  all 
44  to  drift  obfervation  of  the  rules  of 
44  their  refpeftive  orders.  Many 
44  of  thefe  injundtions  are  Hill  ex- 
44  tant,  and  are  evident  monuments 
oi  the  care  and  attention  with 
44  which  he  difcharged  this  part  of 
44  his  epifcopal  duty.” 

44  Some  of  thete  injundtions  I 
fliall  here  produce  ;  and  they  are 
fu  h  as  wiH  not  fail,  I  think,  to 
gi/e  Htisfadtion  to  the  antiquary, 
£>oth  as  never  Having  been  publiflied 
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before,  and  as  they  are  a  curious 
pidture  of  monaffiic  irregularities  at 
that  time. 

“  The  documents  that  I  allude 
to  are  contained  in  the  Notabilis 
Vifitatio  de  Seleburne,  held  at  the 
priory  of  that  place,  by  Wykeham 
in  perfon,  in  the  year  1387. 

44  This  evidence,  in  the  original, 
is  written  on  two  Heins  of  parch¬ 
ment  ;  the  one  large,  and  the  other 
fmaller,  and  conhHs  of  a  preamble, 
thirty-fix  items,  and  a  concluHqn, 
which  altogether  evince  the  patient 
inveffii  nation  of  the  vifitor,  for  which 
he  had  always  been  fo  remarkable 
in  all  matters  of  moment,  and  how 
much  he  had  at  heart  the  regularity 
of  thofe  inflitutions,  of  whofe  effi¬ 
cacy  in.  their  prayers  for  the  dead 
he  was  fo  firmly  perfuaded.  As  the 
bifnop  was  fo  much  in  earneH,  we 
may  be  affiured  that  he  had  nothing 
in  view  but  to  corredl  and  reform 
what  he  found  amifs  ;  and  was  un¬ 
der  no  bias  to  blacken,  or  mifrepret 
fent,  as  the  commiffioners  of  Tho¬ 
mas  lord  Cromwell  feem  in  part  to 
have  done  at  the  time  of  the  Re¬ 
formation.  We  may,  therefore, 
with  reafon  fuppofe,  that  the  bi- 
Hiop  gives  us  an  exadt  delineation 
of  the  morals  and  manners  of  the 
canons  of  Selborne  at  that  jundhrre ; 
and  that  what  he  found  they  had 
omitted  he  enjoins  them  ,*  and  for 
what  they  have  done  amifs,  and 
contrary  to  their  rules  and  Hatutes, 
he  reproves  them  ;  and  threatens 
them  with  punifliments  fuitable  to 
their  irregularities. 

44  T  his  vifitation  is  of  confiderable 


INJUNCTIONS  of 

length,  and  cannot  be  introduced 
into  the  body  of  this  work  ;  we 
Ill  all  therefore  refer  the  reader  to 
the  appendix,  where  he  will  find 
every  particular,  while  we  fhall 
take  fome  notice,  and  make  fome 
remarks,  on  the  moil:  lingular  items 
as  they  occur, 

44  In  the  preamble  the  vifitor 
lays,  44  Confidering  the  charge  iy? 
44  ing  upon  us,  that  your  blood 
4 4  may  not  be  required  at  our  hands, 
44  we  came  down  to  v Hit  your  priory 
44  as  our  cilice  required :  and  every 
44  time  we  repeated  our  vifitation, 
44  we  found  fomething  Hill  not  only 
.44  contrary  to  regular  rules,  but 
44  alio  repugnant  to  religion  and 
44  good  reputation.” 

44  In  the  firf  article  after  the 
preamble,  44  he  commands  them  on 
£4  their  obedience,  and  on  pain  of 
44  the  greater  excommunication,  to 
44  fee  that  the  canonical  hours  by 
44  night  and  by  day  be  fung  in  their 
44  choir,  and  the  maffies  of  the  blelfed 
44  Manr,  and  other  accufiomed 
^  maffies,  be  celebrated  at  the  pro- 
44  per  hours,  with  devotion,  and  at 
44  moderate  paufes  ;  and  that  it  be 
44  not  allowed  to  any  to  ablent 
44  themfelves  from  the  hours  and 
44  m  a  lies,  or  to  withdraw  before 
44  they  are  finilhed.” 

44  Item  2d.  He  enjoins  them  to 
pbferve  that  filence  to  which  they 
are  fo  friclly  bound  by  the  rule  of 
Saint  Augufine  at  fated  times,  and 
wholly  to  abfaiu  from  frivolous 
converfation. 

44  Item  5th.  44  Not  to  permit 
44  fuch  frequent  palling  of  fecular 
44  people  of  both  fexes  through  their 
*4  convent,  as  if  a  thoroughfare, 
44  from  whence  many  diforders  may 
*4  and  have  arifen.” 

44  Item  $th.  44  To  take  care  that 
44  the  doors  of  their  church  and 
44  priory  be  fo  attended  to,  that  no 
f  fufpedted)  ey  disorderly  females, 


Bifhop  WYKEHAM.  [153] 

44  f/fpecla?  al'a  ct  inhonejur,  pals 
44  through  their  choir  and  cioifer 
44  in  the  dark;”  and  to  fee  that 
the  doers  of  their  church  between 
the  nave  and  the  choir,  and  the 
gates  of  their  cioifer  opening  into 
the  fields,  be  confianfly  kept  fhufc 
until  their  Erf  choir-fervice  is  over 
in  the  morning,  at  dinner  time,  and 
when  they  meet  at  their  evening- 
collation. 

44  Item  6th,  mentions,  that  feve- 
ral  of  the  canons  are  found  to  be 
very  ignorant  and  illiterate,  and  en? 
joins  the  prior  to  fee  that  they  be  bet¬ 
ter  inf  ruffed  by  a  proper  mafter, 

44  Item  gth.  The  canons  are  ac- 
cufed  of  refilling  to  accept  of  their 
ftatutable  clothing  year  by  year,  and 
of  demanding  a  certain  fpecified 
Him  of  money,  as  if  it  were  their 
annual  rent  and  due.  This  the  bi¬ 
fhop  forbids,  and  orders  that  the 
canons  fliall  be  clothed  out  of  the 
revenue  of  the  priory,  and  the  old 
garments  be  iaid  by  in  a  chamber 
and  given  to  the  poor,  according  to 
the  rule  of  Saint  Augufine. 

44  In  item  9th  is  a  complaint  that 
fome  of  the  canons  are  given  to 
wander  out  of  the  precinfts  of  the 
convent  without  leave  ;  and  that 
others  ride  to  their  manors  and 
farms,  under  pretence  of  infpedting 
the  concerns  of  the  fociety,  when 
they  pleafe,  and  fay  as  long  as  they 
pleafe.  But  they  are  enjoined  ne¬ 
ver  to  fir  either  about  their  own 
private  concerns  or  the  bulinefs  of 
the  convent,  without  leave  from  the 
prior  :  and  no  canon  is  to  go  alone, 
but  to  have  a  grave  brother  to  ac¬ 
company  him. 

44  The  injunction  in  item  10th, 
at  this  difance  of  time,  appears  ra¬ 
ther  ludicrous  j  but  the  vifitor  feems 
to  be  very  ferious  on  the  occalion, 
and  lays,  that  it  has  been  evidently 
proved  to  him,  that  fome  of  the 
canons,  living  difiolutely  after  the 

fldh. 
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tlefh,  and  not  after  the  fpirit,  deep 
naked  in  their  beds  without  their 
breeches  and  fhirts,  44  abfque  femo- 
u  raiibus  et  camifiis.”  He  enjoins 
that  thele  culprits  fhall  be  punifhed 
by  fevere  faffing,  efpecially  if  they 
dial}  be  found  to  be  faulty  a  third 
time  ;  and  threatens  the  prior  and 
fub-prior  with  fufpenfion,  if  they 
do  not  correct  this  enormity. 

44  In  item  i  ith,  the  good  bifhop  is 
very  wrath  with  fome  of  the  canons, 
whom  he  finds  to  be  profefied  hunters 
and  fportfmen,  keeping  hounds,  and 
publicly  attending  hunting-matches, 
Thefe  purfuits,  he  fays,  occafion 
much  difiipation,  danger  to  the  foul 
and  body,  and  frequent  expence  ; 
he,  therefore,  wifhing  to  extirpate 
this  vice  wholly  from  the  convent, 
radicibus  extirpare ,  does  abfolutely 
enjoin  the  canons  never  intentional¬ 
ly  to  be  prefent  at  any  public  noify 
tumultuous  huntings ;  or  to  keep 
anv  hounds,  by  themfelves  or  by 
others,  openly  or  by  ftealth,  within 
the  convent,  or  without*'. 

44  In  item  12th,  he  forbids  the 
canons  in  office  to  make  their  bu fi¬ 
ne  fs  a  plea  for  not  attending  the 
fervice  of  the  choir  :  fince  bv  thefe 

y  J 

means  either  divine  worfliip  is  neg¬ 
lected,  or  their  brother  canons  are 
over-burdened. 

44  By  item  14th,  we  arc  inform¬ 
ed,  that  the  original  number  of  ca¬ 
nons  at  the  priory  of  Selborne  was 
fourteen  ;  but  that  at  this  vifitation 


*  Coiiflderiny  the  ffrong  propenfirv  14 
human  nature  towards  the  pleafures  <  1  tire 
chace,  it  is  not  to  he  wondeied  that  the 
canons  of  Seborne  fhonid  languid)  after 
hunting’,  when,  from  their  fituat'On  lb 
Jiear  the  preti  ,dis  ol  Wolmer-fhreft,  the 
king’s  hounds  muff  have  been  often  in 
hearing,  and  f.-rnetimes  in  fight  from  their 
windows.  If  the  biihnp  was  lb  offended 
sat  thefe  fporting  c  arums,  what  wou'd  he 
ffiav-  laid  to  our  modern  fox-huntirm  di¬ 
vines  ? 


they  were  found  to  be  let  down  to 

j 

eleven.  The  vifitor,  therefore, 
flrongly  and  earneffiv  enjoins  them 
that,  with  J1  due  fpeed  and  dili¬ 
gence,  they  fli 011  Id  proceed  to  the 
election  of  proper  perfons  to  fill  up 
the  vacancies,  under  the  pain  of 
the  greater  excommunication. 

u  In  item  1  -  th,  the  prior  and 
canons  are  aceufed  of  fuffering, 
through  neglect,  notorious  dilapi¬ 
dations  to  take  place  among  their 
manerial  houles  and  tenements,  and 
in  the  walls  and  inclofures  of  the 
convent  itfelf,  to  the  fhame  and 
fcandal  of  the  iiiffitution  ;  they  are 
therefore  enjoined,  under  pain  of 
fufpenfion,  to  repair  all  defects  with¬ 
in  the  fpace  of  fix  months. 

a  Item  1 8th,  charges  them  with 
grievoully  burthening  the  faid  pri¬ 
ory  by  means  of  fales,  and  grants 
of  liveries  and  corrodies, 

u  The  bifiiop,  in  item  i  cth,  ac- 
cufes  the  canons  of  neglect  and 
omiffion  with  refpect  to  their  per¬ 
petual  chant  ry-fer  vices. 

44  Item  2cth.  The  vifitor  here 
conjures  the  prior  and  canons  not 
to  withhold  their  original  alms, 
44  eleemofynas nor  thofe  that 
they  were  enjoined  to  diftribute  for 
the  good  of  the  fouls  of  founders 
and  benefactors :  he  alfo  ftrictly  or¬ 
ders  that  the  fragments  and  broken 
victuals,  both  from  the  hall  of  their 
prior  and  their  common  refectory 
fhouki  be  carefully  collected  toge¬ 
ther  by  their  eleemofynarius,  and 
given  to  the  poor  without  any  di¬ 
minution  ;  the  officer  to  be  fufpend- 
ed  for  neglect  or  omiffion. 

44  Item  23.  He  bids  them  dis¬ 
tribute  their  pittances,  44  pitancias,” 
regularly  only  on  obits,  anniverfa- 
ries,  feftivals,  See. 

44  Item  23th.  All  and  every  one 
of  the  canons  are  hereby  inhibited 
from  Handing  godfather  to  any  boy 
„  .  for 
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for  the  future,  44  ne  compatres  ali- 
44  cujus  pueri  de  cetero  fieri  prefu- 
44  matis,”  unlefs  by  exprefs  iicenfe 
from  the  bifhop  obtained  ;  becaufe 
from  fuch  relationfhip,  favour  and 
aifeClion,  nepotifm  and  undue  in¬ 
fluence,  arife,  to  the  injury  and  de¬ 
triment  of  religious  inftitutions* **. 

44  Item  26th.  The  vifitor  herein 
feverely  reprimands  the  canons  for 
appearing  publicly  in  what  would 
be  called  in  the  univerfities  an  unba¬ 
nkable  manner,  and  for  wearing  of 
boots,  44  caligae  de  Burneto,  et  fotu- 
-u  larium  in  ocrearum  loco,  ad 
44  modurn  fotularium.” 

44  It  is  remarkable  that  the  bi¬ 
fhop  exprefies  more  warmth  againft 
this  than  any  other  irregularity  ; 
and  flriCIly  enjoins  them,  under  pain 
of  ecclefiaftical  cenfures,  and  even 
imprifonment  if  neceffary  (a  threat 
not  made  ufe  of  before),  for  the 
future  to  wear  boots,  44  ocreis  feu 
44  botis,”  according  to  the  regular 
ufage  of  their  ancient  order, 

44  Item  20th.  He  here  again, 
but  with  lefs  earneffnefs,  forbids 
them  foppifh  ornaments,  and  the 
affeHation  of  appearing  like  beaux 
with  garments  edged  with  coftly 
furs,  with  fringed  gloves,  and  filken 
irdles  trimmed  with  gold  and  filver. 
t  is  remarkable  that  no  punifli- 
ment  is  annexed  to  this  injunction. 

44  Item  31ft.  He  here  fingly  and 


*  “  The  relationfhip  between  fponfors 
“  and  their  god-children,  who  were  called 
Spiritual  fons  and  daughters ,  was  formerly 
h  efteemed  much  morefacred  than  atpre 
44  fent.  Thepre'euts  at  cliriftenings  were 
<e  fometimes  very  confiderable  :  the  con- 
il  nexion  lafted  through  life,  and  was 
ti  clofed  with  a  legacy.  This  lafl  mark 
“  of  attention  feems  to  have  been  thought 

**  almofl  indifpenfable  :  for,  in  a  will, 
il  from,  whence  no  extra&s  have  been 
fl  given,  the  teftator  left  every  one  of  his 
“  god-children  a  bufhd  of  barley. ” 

Sir  'John  Cull urn's  H]l.  of  Jhaiujlcd, 


feve rally  forbids  each  canon  not  ad¬ 
mitted  to  a  cure  of  fouls  to  adminif- 
ter  extreme  unClion,  or  the  facra- 
ment,  to  clergy  or  laity  ;  or  to 
perform  the  fervice  of  matrimony* 
till  he  has  taken  out  the  licence  of 
the  parifh  prieft. 

44  Item  3  2d.  The  bifliop  fays  in 
this  item,  that  he  had  obierved  and 
found,  in  his  feveral  vifitations,  that 
the  facramental  plate  and  cloths  of 
the  altar,  furplices,  &c.  were  fome¬ 
times  left  in  fuch  an  uncleanly  and 
difgufting  condition,  as  to  make  the 
beholders  fhudder  with  horror; — 
44  quod  aliquibus  font  horrori  he 
therefore  enjoins  them  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  to  fee  that  the  plate,  cloths,  and 
veftments,  be  kept  bright,  clean,  and 
in  decent  order  :  and  what  muff 
furprize  the  reader,  adds,  that  he 
expends  for  the  future  that  the  fa- 
crifl  fnould  provide  for  the  facra- 
ment  good  wine,  pure  and  unadul¬ 
terated  ;  and  not,  as  had  often  been 
the  praClice,  that  which  was  four, 
and  tending  to  decay ;  he  fays  far¬ 
ther,  that  it  feems  quite  prepofter- 
ous  to  omit  in  facred  matters  that 
attention  to  decent  cleanlinefs,  the 
negleCt  of  which  would  difgrace  a 
common  convivial  meeting. 

44  Item  33d  fays  that,  though  the 
relics  of  faints,  the  plate,  holy  veft- 
ments,  and  books  of  religious  houfes, 
are  forbidden  by  canonical  inffitutes 
to  be  pledged  or  lent  out  upon 
pawn  ;  yet,  as  the  vifitor  finds  this 
to  be  the  cafe  in  his  feveral  vifita¬ 
tions,  he  therefore  ffriClly  enjoins 
the  prior  forthwith  to  recall  thofe 
pledges,  and  to  reflore  them  to  the 
convent ;  and  orders,  that  all  the 
papers  and  title  deeds  thereto  be¬ 
longing  fliould  be  fafely  depofited, 
and  kept  under  three  locks '  and 
keys. 

44  In  the  courfe  of  the  Vifitatio 
Notabilis  the  confhtutions  of  Legate 
Ottobonus  are  frequently  referred  to. 

Otto- 
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Ottobonus  was  afterwards  pope^A- 
drian  V.  and  died  in  1276.  His 
Conftitutions  are  in  LyndewoocPs 
Provinciale,  and  were  drawn  up  in 
the  5  2d  of  Henry  III. 

w  In  the  Vifitatio  Notabilis  the 
ufual  punifhment  is  faffing  on  bread 


and  beer ;  and  in  cafes  of  repeated 
delinquency,  on  bread  and  water.  On 
thefe  occafions  quarta  fena,  et  fexta 
feria,  are  mentioned  often,  and  are 
to  be  underffood  of  the  days  of  the 
week  numerically  on  which  fych  pu¬ 
nifhment  is  to  be  jnflidled. 


««  —  .  . — -  r.e  turpe  toral,  ne  ford 'da  mappa 

“  Cor.rug.et  nares  ;  m  non  et  cantharus,  et  lanx 
Oftentat  tibi  te - - - - v 


HISTORY  and  ANTI  QjJ  I T  Y  of  faying  G  R  A  C  E* 
[From  the  Firft  Volume  of  Winter  Evenings,  &c.] 


%<■  rpHE  ancient  Greeks  efteem- 
ed  the  table  Hieron  C-hre- 
ma,  or  a  facred  thing  ;  and  Cleode- 
mus,  in  Plutarch,  calls  it  the  altar 
of  Frtendfliip  and  Kofpitality, 

44  The  firft  offerings  they  made 
to  the  gods,  and  called  them 

or  firft  fruits  ;  and  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  feaft,  they  poured  out 
or  AewCad,  libations  of  wine. 

44  They  were  unwilling  to  par¬ 
take  of  the  meal  till  a  part  of  the 
provifion  had  been  offered  to  the 
gods,  in  order  to  fancHfy  the  whole. 
Even  Achilles,  whofe  impetuous 
fpirit  was  not  prone  to  the  weak- 
nefs  of  fuperftition,  would  not  eat 
when  the  ambaffadors  of  Agamemnon 
ftifturbed  him  vat  midnight,  till  he 
ordered  his  friend  to  make  the  ob¬ 
lation. 

QsoTcri  Sucrca  ccvcoyp 
YldTPoaXov  on  Ira.r^oi',  0  In  tvi/gl  |3aAA£ 
$VY)\uq* 

u  Ulvffes  alfo,  as  Dr.  Potter  ob- 
ferves  from  Athenseus,  when  in  the 
$en  of  Polyphemus,  did  not  neg- 
}ed  this  duty  of  pious  gratitude. 


ULnOa'os.  szvj  xcciovlsg  £&yaoi[/,p  vj;l  kc&( 

5  \ 

avroi 

Tvgutv  alvvfjosvoi  (pdytuzv* 

**  Dr.  Potter  adds,  that  44  in  the 
44  entertainments  of  Plato  and  Xeno- 
44  phon  we  find  oblations  made  ;  and 
44  to  forbear  the  mention  of  more 
44  examples,  the  neglect  of  this  dm 
44  ty  was  accounted  a  very  great  im- 
44  piety,  which  none  but  Epicurus 
44  and  thofe  who  wqrfhipped  no 
44  gods  at  all,  would  be  guilty  of,” 

apud  Eplcurum  a  <T7roK^,  ovd 

t olg  •9'ECJ?. 

44  I  do  not  fee  any  reafon  why 
thofe  who,  like  Epicurus,  refufe  to 
honour  God  according  to  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  natural  gratitude,  and  the 
univerfal  pradtice  of  the  polifhed 
people  of  the  world,  fhould  not  be 
numbered  among  the  difciples  of 
Epicurus,  and  be  fuppofed,  without 
any  violation  of  charity,  to  fay  in 
their  hearts  there  is  no  God. 

44  I  could  produce  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  examples  from  the  claflirs  to 
prove  that  the  dinner  was  leldcjij 
Enjoyed  without  fqrqe  mode  of  com 
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fecration,  even  among  thofe  heath¬ 
ens  to  whom  we  are  inclined  to 
confider  ourfelves  as  greatly  fuperior. 
And  fhall  thofe  who  call  themfelves 
Chriftians  negledlthis  inftance  of  pi¬ 
ety  ?  Efpecially  as  Jefus  Chrift  has 
given  many  examples  ol  it  in  the 
Gofpel,  and  the  people  to  whom  it 
pleafed  God  peculiarly  to  reveal  him- 
felf,  praflifed  it  from  the  earlieft  an¬ 
tiquity.  I  mentioned  the  practice 
of  the  polite  heathens  in  the  firft 
place,  becaufe  I  imagined  this  ex¬ 
am  ole  would  have  the  moft  weight 
with  thofe  who  chiefly  value  them¬ 
felves  on  polite nefs,  of  which  they 
form-times  confider  the  negledt  of 
the  graces  at  table,  as  an  honour¬ 
able  teftimony.  But  I  will  now  add 
forne  examples  from  the  practice  of 
the  Jews,  which  in  this  particular, 
have  as  much  politenefs  in  them  as 
thofe  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans, 
and  ought  to  have  much  greater  au¬ 
thority  in  a  Chriftian  country. 

“  The  matter  of  the  family 
among  the  Jews,  as  foon  as  the, 
guefts  or  the  family  were  feated, 
premifed  a  general  admonition  of 
prayers,  and  a  confecration  of  the 
dinner  preceded.  The  whole  com¬ 
pany  then  fung  a  hymn,  which  is 
extant  in  a  book,  entitled  the  order 
of  the  bleflings  and  pfalms,  and  the 
matter  then  faid  the  following  grace: 
4<  Blefled  be  the  Lord  qur  Grod,  the 
(i  King  of  the  univerfe,  who  feed- 
44  eth  the  world  by  his  goodnefs, 
44  and  by  his  grace  and  mercy  giv- 
eth  nourifhment  to  all  flefh  ; 
u  by  whole  bounty  it  cometh  to 
pafs  that  food  never  yet  hath  fail- 
44  ed,  neither  will  fail  his  creatures. 
u  It  is  he  alone  who  giveth  exif- 
u  tence  to  all  things,  and  prefer veth 
«  them,  and  doth  good  to  all,  and 
4‘  giveth  food  to  every  being  that  he 
«4  hath  created.  Bleffed  be  thou, 
44  O  Lord,  who  feedeft  all  things.” 
4 4  He  then  confecrated  the  wine 


and  bread  in  a  form  flmilar  to  the 
preceding.  This  longer  procefs  was, 
however,  only  obferved  at  formal 
dinners,  and  on  folemn  occafions, 
a  fhorter  being  ufed  on  common 
days :  and  it  is  recorded  that  the 
mailer  of  the  houfe  faid  grace  be¬ 
fore  meat,  and  one  of  the  guefts  re¬ 
turned  thanks.  Perhaps  it  would  be 
too  great  a  refinement  to  fuppofe 
that  thebuftnefs  of  returning  thanks 
for  a  dinner  fupplied  at  his  expence, 
was  declined  by  the  mafter  from  mo¬ 
tives  of  delicacy.  Sometimes,  how¬ 
ever,  the  mafter  returned  thanks, 
and  the  company  made  a  refponfe. 
The  mafter  faid,  Let  us  return 
thanks  to  God,  becaufe  we  have 
eaten  of  the  creatures  which  belong¬ 
ed  to  him  *  and  the  guefts  respond¬ 
ed  immediately,  Let  God' be  praif- 
ed,  of  whofe  bleflings  we  have  eat¬ 
en,  and  by  whole  bounty  we  live. 

44  The  primitive  Chriftians,  imi¬ 
tating  the  example  of  the'  J ews,  and 
more  pat  tieularly  of  our  Saviour, 
were  ftricl  in  the  performance  of 
thofe  pious  duties  which  confecrated 
the  table,  and  in  returning;  thanks 
to  God  for  the  daily-  fuppiy  of  ne- 
ceflary  fu ft  nance.  Chryfoftom  fre¬ 
quently  mentions  the  benedi&ion  of 
the  table  made  ufeof  by  the  monks 
in  Aagypt.  In  the  Horologium  of 
the  Greek  church,  the  whole  form 
of  the  benediction  is  thus  defcribqd: 

44  Before  the  dinner  is  placed  tip- 
on  the  table,  the  hundredth  and  for¬ 
ty-fifth  pfalm  is  read  aloud,  ai  d  it 
no  fooner  is  f  rved  up,  than  the  pi  ieft 
repeats,  O  Chrift,  our  God,  blefs 
our  meat  and  drink ;  for  thou  art 
holy  now  and  for  ever  more.  Amen. 
And  after  having  tailed  it,  they  all 
rife  up  and  lay,  Blefled  art  thou,  O 
God,  who  pit  ieft  us  and  feedeft  us 
from  our  youth ;  thou  who  giveft 
food  to  all  flefh,  fill  our  hearts  with 
joy  and  giadnefs,  that,  always  being 
fatisfied,  we  may  abound  in  every 

good 
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good  work,  in  Chrifl  Jefus  our 
Lord,  with  whom,  to  thee,  be  glo¬ 
ry,  and  honour,  powder,  and  wor- 
fhip,  together  with  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
Amen.  After  dinner,  the  follow¬ 
ing  is  the  form  of  thankfgiving  : 
Glory  to  thee  thou  holy  one,  Glory 
to  thee,  O  King  ;  fmce  thou  haft 
given  us  food  to  our  comfort  and 
joy,  fill  us  alfo  with  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
that  we  may  be  found  acceptable  in 
thy  fight,  and  not  afhamed  when 
thou  fhalt  render  to  every  one  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  works.  Then  the 
hundredth  and  twentv-fecond  pfalm 
is  read ;  after  which— As  thou  waft 
prefent  in  the  m.idft  of  thy  difciples 
while  at  fupper,  O  thou  Saviour,  giv¬ 
ing  them  peace,  fo  come  alfo  to  us 
and  fave  ns.  Then  follows  a  part  of 
the  twenty-fecond  pfalm,  u  The  poor 
S£  fhall  eat  and  be  filled,  they  fhall 
4£  praife  the  Lord  who  feek  him,” 
to  the  end.  Kyrie  Eleifon,  Lord 
have  mercy  upon  us.  The  whole 
concludes  with  this  little  prayer  : 
Blefled  be  God,  who  hath  pitied  and 
fed  us  with  his  rich  gifts  ;  may  we 
enjoy  his  grace  and  loving  kindnefs 
now  and  for  evermore  *  Amen. 


of  pompeia. 

**  I  imagine  that  the  whole  of 
this  long  grace  was  only  ufed  on  ex- 
traordinary  occafions  ;  but  there  is 
no  doubt  but  a  part  of  it  conftitutecl 
the  daily  formulary  of  confecration 
and  gratitude. 

u  Far  be  it  from  me  to  recom¬ 
mend  a  prolixity  approaching  to  that 
of  the  Greek  church,  or  to  that  of 
the  college  graces,  as  eftabliftied.  by 
our  pious  anceftors,  who,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  complaints  of  the  hungry 
fcholars,  ufed  to  infill  on  long 
graces,  and  at  the  fame  time  give 
but  fliort  commons.  I  think  long 
prayers  on  fuch  occafions  particular¬ 
ly  unfeafonable.  But  I  have  pro¬ 
duced  thefe  examples  to  fhew  that 
the  table  has  been  confidered  by  all 
people,  from  the  earlieft  ages,  as  a 
facred  thing,  and  that  they  have 
ever  thought  it  expedient  to  fandli- 
fy  a  meal  by  a  previous  confecration 
of  the  food,  and  a  lubfequent  a£l  of 
thankfgiving  for  the  refreihment  re¬ 
ceived.  I  infer,  from  the  antiquity 
and  univerfalitv  of  the  practice,  its 
propriety.  It  could  not  have  been 
fo  ancient  and  univerfal,  unlefs  it 
had  been  alfo  right  andreafonable.” 


The  Sentimentalist’s  DESCRIPTION  of  POMPEIA, 
[From  President  Dupaty’s  Travels  through  Italy.] 


T  AM  filled  With  aftonifhment 
J  in  walking  from  houfe  to 
houfe  from  temple  to  temple,  from 
fireet  to  ftreet,  in  a  city  built  two 
thoufand  years  ago,  inhabited  by 
the  PvOmans,  dug  out  by  a  king 
of  N  aples,  and  in  perfedl  preferva- 
tion  :  I  fpeak  of  Pompeia. 

“  The  inhabitants  of  this  city 


were  afleep,  when  fuddenly  an  im¬ 
petuous  wind  arofe,  and  detaching 
a  portion  of  the  cinders  which  cover¬ 
ed  the  fiirhmit  of  Vefuvius,  hur¬ 
ried  them  in  whirlwinds  through  the 
air  over  Pompeia,  and  within  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  entirely  over¬ 
whelmed  it,  together  with  Hercula¬ 
neum,  Sorento,  a  multitude  of  towns 

and 
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and  villages,  thoufands  of  men  and 
women,  and  the  elder  Pliny. 

44  What  a  dreadful  awakening 
for  the  inhabitants!  Plow  mu  ft  they 
have  curled  Yefuvius,  itsafhes,  and 
its  lava  !  imprudent  men !  why  did 
vou  build  Pompeia  at  the  foot  of 
Vefuvius,  on  its  lava,  and  on  its 
allies  ? 

44  Infadt,  mankind  referable  ants, 
which,  after  an  accident  has  de- 
ftroyed  one  of  their  hillocks,  fet 
about  repairing  it  the  next  mo¬ 
ment, 

44  Pompeia  was  covered  with  aid¬ 
es.  The  defendants  of  thofe  very 
men  who  perifhed  under  thofe  alli¬ 
es,  planted  vineyards,  mulberry, 
fig,  and  poplar  trees  on  them  ;  the 
roofs  of  this  city  were  become  fields 
and  orchards.  One  day,  while  fome 
peafants  were  digging,  the  fpade  pe- 
nerated  a  little  deeper  than  ufual ; 
fomething  was  found  to  refill :  it 
was  a  city  :  it  was  Pompeia. 

44  The  king  of  Naples  ordered 
the  fearch  to  be  continued ;  but 
whether  from  bad  management,  or 
the  indifference  of  the  employers, 
or  whether  it  be  that  the  air  does  in 
fad!  attack  and  deftroy  thefe  ruins  as 
foon  as  they  are  touched,  in  thirty 
years,  they  have  only  been  able  to 
clear  one-third  of  the  eitv. 

j 

44  On  coming  at  Pompeia,  the 
firft  object  that  prefents  itfelf  is  the 
quarter  of  the  foldiers. 

44  Figure  to  yourfelf  an  oblong 
fquare  of  buildings,  containing  a 
multitude  of  feparate  apartments^ 
with  a  front  fupported  by  a  portico, 
which  is  continued  round  the  build 
ing. 

44  Thefe  columns,  which  are  but 
flight,  are  fluted  and  painted  red  ; 
they  produce  a  pretty  effedl. 

I  entered  feveral  of  the  rooms, 
and  found  in  one  of  them  a  mill, 
with  which  the  foldiers  ground 
their  corn  for  bread ;  in  another,  an 

8 


oil-mill,  in  which  they'  cni Hied  the 
olives.  The  firft  refembles  our  cof¬ 
fee-mills  ;  the  fecond  is  formed  of 
two  mill-ftones,  which  were  moved 
by  the  hand,  in  a  vaft  mortar, 
round  an  iron  center. 

44  In  another  of  thefe  rooms  I 
faw  chains  ft  ill  faftened  to  the  leg  of 
a  criminal ;  in  a  fecond,  heaps  of 
human  bones;  and  in  a  third,  a 
golden  necklace. 

44  On  leaving  the  foldiers  quar¬ 
ter,  my  guide  led  me  into  the 
city. 

44  How  do  you  call  this  ftreet ! 

44  This  pavement  will  foon  want 
mending. 

44  Thefe  ruts,  worn  by  the  wag¬ 
gons,  in  rolling  over  thefe  huge 
maftes  of  lava,  will  overturn  the 
carriages. 

44  1  like  thefe  footways  before  the 
houfes,  on  each  fide  of  the  ftreet. 

What  is  become  of  all  the  inha¬ 
bitants  ?  we  fee  nobody  in  the  fhops  l 
'  not  a  creature  in  the  ftreets  !  all  the 
houfes  are  open  ! 

44  Let  us  begin  by  v lifting  the 
houfes  on  the  right. 

6;  This  is  not  a  private  houfe; 
that  prodigious  number  of  chirur- 
gical  inftruments-  prove  this  edifice 
mu  ft  have  had  fome  relation  to  the 
art  in  which  they  are  u fed,  This 
was  fu.ee ly  a  fchool  for  lurgery. 

44  Thefe  houfes  are  very  fmall, 
they  are  exceedingly  ill  contrived, 
all  the  apartments  are  detached  ; 
but  then,  what  neatnefs  !  what  ele¬ 
gance  !  in  each  of  them  is  an  inner 
politico,  a  mofaic  pavement,  a  fquare 
colonnade,  and  in  the  middle  a  ciftern 
to  colled!  the  water  falling  from  the 
roof ;  in  each  of  them  are  hot-baths, 
and  ftoves,  and  every  where  paint¬ 
ings  in  frelco,  in  the  heft  tafte,  and 
on  the  moll  pleafing  grounds.  Has 
Raphael  been  here  to  copy  his  ara- 
befques  ? 

44  Let  us  pafs  over  to  the  other 
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fide  of  the  ftreet.  Thefe  houfes  are 
three  (tones  high  ;  their  foundation 
is  on  the  lava,  which  has  formed 
here  a  fort  of  hill,  on  the  declivity 
of  which  they  are  built.  From 
above,  in  the  third  ftory,  the  win¬ 
dows  look  into  the  ftreet ;  and  from 
the  fir  ft  ftory,  into  a  garden.  Let 
us  go  down  that  ftsir-cafe.  This  co- 
fbanade  around  the  garden  is  agree¬ 
able  ;  you  may  walk  there  flicker¬ 
ed  from  the  fun  and  rain. 

44  But  what  do  I  perceive  in  that 
chamber.  Thev  are  ten  deaths 
he  els.  The  unfortunate  wretches 
faved  themfelves  here  where  they 
could  not  be  faved.  This  is  the 
■head  of  a  little  child  :  its  father  and 
mother  then  are  there  1 

•  44  Let  us  go  up  flairs  again  ;  the 
heart  feels  not  at  eafe  here. 

44  Suppofe  we  take  a  ftep  into 
this  temple  for  a  moment,  fince  it  is 
left  open.  What  deity  do  I  per¬ 
ceive  in  the  bottom  of  that  niche  ? 
it  is  the  god  of  Silence,  who  makes 
a  fign  with  his  finger,  to  command 
ft  fence,  and  points  to  the  goddefs  Ills 
in  the  further  recefs  of  the  Sacra- 
rium. 

•  44  In  the  front  of  the  porch  there 
are  three  altars.  Here  the  vic¬ 
tims  were  flaughtered,  and  the 
blood  flowing  along  this  gutter  into 
the  middle  of  that  bafon,  fell  from 
thence  upon  the  head  of  the  priefts. 

•  This  little  chamber,  near  the  altar, 
was  undoubtedly  the  facrifty.  The 
priefts  purified  themfelves  in  this 
bathing  place.  Let  us  now  mount 
tip  to  the  fanchiary it  is  very  nar¬ 
row.  How  many  columns  are 
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there  ?  Six.  They  are  very  final  1. 
This  pediment  is  elegant.  But  why 
thefe  two  gates,  at  each  corner  of 
the  altar  ?  I  conceive  the  ufe  of 
them  !  It  was  by  them  that  the  im¬ 
porters  glided,  between  the  altar  and 
the  wall,  to  make  the  divinity 


(peak. — You  have  then  been  ever 
impofed  on,  credulous  people# 
Come  and  fee  how  they  fupped  laft 
night  at  your  expence.  The  fir  vice 
is  not  yet  removed  •  they  have  been 
eating  frefli  eggs  •  they  have  been 
drinking  excellent  wine. 

44  Here  are  home  inferiptions ; 
Popidi  ambleati,  Cornelia  celfa. 
This  is  a  monument  erected  to  the 
memory  of  thofe  who  have  been  be¬ 
nefactors  to  Ifiis,  that  is  to  fay,  to 
her  priefts ;  thefe  priefts  called 
them  pious,  a  fmgular  fynonyme  for 
dupes. 

44  Oncoming  out  of  the  temple  of 

Ifis,  I  pafs  before  a . as  I 

omit  the  word,  you  may  guefs  my 
meaning. 

44  ft  he  temple  of  Priapus  is  very 
near  that  of  Ills. 

44  The  ancients  on  this  fubjedt  en¬ 
tertained  very  different  opinions 
from  us,  and  their  manners  confe- 
quently  were  alfo  different. 

44  I  cannot  be  far  from  the  coun¬ 
try -houfe  of  Auftdius ;  for  there 
are  the  gates  of  the  city.  Here  is 
the  tomb  of  the  family  of  Diomedes. 
Let  us  reft  a  moment  under  thefe 
porticos  where  the  philofophers  ufed 
to  fit. 

44  I  am  not  mifhken.  Thecoun- 
try-houfe  of  Aufidius  is  charming ; 
the  paintings  in  frefco  are  delicious. 
What  an  excellent  effedf  have  thofe 
blue  grounds !  with  what  propriety, 
and  confequently  with  what  tafte, 
are  the  figures  diftributed  in  the  pan- 
nels  !  Flora  herfelf  has  woven  that 
garland.  But  who  has  painted  this 
Venus  ?  this  Adonis  ?  this  youthful 
Narciflus,  in  that  bath  ?  and  here 
again,  this  charming  Mercury  ?  it 
is  fu rely  not  a  week  fince  they  were 
painted. 

44  I  like  this  portico  round  the 
garden ;  and  this  fquare  covered 
cellar  round  the  portico.  Do  thefe 
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Amphorae  contain  the  true  Falerni 
an  ?  how  many  confulates  has  this 
wine  been  'kept  ? 

“  But  it  is  late.  It  was  about 
this  time  the  play  began,  let  us  go 
to  the  covered  theatre ;  it  is  Ihuf. 


Let  us  go  to  the  uncovered  theatre ; 
that  too  is  fhut. 

u  I  know  not  how  far  I  have  fuo 
ceeded  in  this  attempt  to  give  vou 
an  idea  of  Pompeia* 


\  j 
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Obfervatians  on  the  Culture  of  S  I L  K  in  ENGLAND.  By  Petes 
Nouaille,  Efq.  in  a  Letter  Mr.  Moore. 

[From  the  Sixth  Volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Society  for  the 
Encouragement  of  Arts,,  Manufactures,  and  Commerce.] 


u  npHE  idea  of  condemning, 
f  under  my  hand,  the  very 
laudable  endeavours  of  an  ingeni¬ 
ous  lady,  made  me  rather  with  to 
fatisfy  your  defire  of  knowing  my 
opinion  of  the  merits  of  her  pro- 
pofal,  by  a  ihort  converfatioh  with 
you  on  the  fubjedt ;  which  I  had 
reafon  to  conclude  would  not  have 
taken  up  more  than  five  minutes  of 
your  valuable  time  :  but  when  I 
called  in  the  Adelphi  this  morning, 
with  that  intention,  unfortunately 
you  were  not  at  home  ;  I  am  now 
therefore  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of 
thus  giving  you  a  part  of  my 
thoughts  on  the  fubjedt  of  ip-inning 
and  reeling  of  filk  in  general,  in 
the  m oft  concife  manner  I  am  able, 
by  explaining  to  you  fo  much  of 
the  procefs,  now  univerfally  in  life 
in  the  principal  countries  of  its 
produce,  as  will  enable  you  fully 
to  determine  and  decide  for  your- 
feif,  in  moft  of  the  general  cafes, 
in  which  through  your  medium,  the 
focietv  may  be  applied  to  for  their 
benevolent  exertions,  in  fo  laudable 
a  purfuit,  by  observing  to  you,  that 
all  the  ladies,  who,  to  their  great 
merit  be  it  fpoken,  have  hitherto 
exerted  their  ingenuity  and  their 


patience,  in  endeavouring  to  intro¬ 
duce  the  growth  of  filk  into  this 
country,  have  fome  how  or  other, 
been  one  and  all  very  injudicioufly 
advifed  to  fet  out  with  making  a 
coarfe  ordinary  kind  of  filk,  of  but 
little  value,  compared  to  what  the 
filk  worm  is  capable  of  under  judi¬ 
cious  management,  at  a  very  little 
more  expence  :  what  I  mean  to  al¬ 
lude  to  in  particular  is,  that  all  the 
fpecimens  I  have  occafionally  feei> 
with  you,  or  have  read  an  account 
of  in  the  Tranfadlions  of  the  Society, 
have  been  compofed  of  eighteen  to 
twenty  cocoons,  the  value  of  which, 
fuppofing  it  comparatively  and  in* 
trinfically  efiimated,  would  not  be 
equal  to  twenty  {hillings  per  pound 
of  fixteen  ounces :  whilfi:  a  pound 
of  filk  compofed  of  the  very  fame 
materials,  confiding  of  only  fix  or 
eight  cocoons,  would  at  the  leaft  va¬ 
lue,  be  worth  nearer  thirty  fitillings 
per  pound :  and  if  of  four  or  five 
cocoons  only,  it  might  then  vie 
with  the  more  fuperlative  produce  of 
Italy  ;  and  be  in  all  refpedts,  if  ex¬ 
ecuted  with  equal  attention,  of  equal 
value  to  that  for  which  no  lefs  than 
forty  fitillings  is  now  demanded. 
From  whence,  probably,  you  may 

be 
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be  led  to  conclude,  that  the  coll  of 
labour  or  workmandiip,  might  in 
feme  degree,  counterbalance  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  their  refpedlive  value. 
How  far  that  really  is  or  is  not  the 
cafe,  you  will  bi  better  enabled  to 
form  your  own  judgment  by  my 
Hating  to  you  the  fadt,  which  is, 
that  a  woman  at  Novi,  experienced 
in  the  bufmefs  of  fpinning,  with 
the  abidance  of  a  girl  to  turn  her 
reel,  and  attend  the  fire  under  the 
cauldron,  can  with  eafe,  reel  off  one 
pound  of  filk,  confiding  of  four  or 
five  cocoons  of  the  moft  perfect  qua¬ 
lity,  in  the  courfe  of  a  day  ;  in  or¬ 
der  to  do  which,  with  all  the  atten¬ 
tion.  that  is  required,  fhe  is  never 
permitted  to  have  more  than  two 
fkains  going  upon  her  reel  at  one  time, 
which  being  completed  by  noon,  are 
fet  by  to  dry  in  the  fhade  upon  the  reel. 
Other  two,  upon  a  frefh  reel,  are 
completed  by  her  in  the  afternoon, 
and  fet  by  to  dry  as  the  former,  and 
are  taken  off  the  reels  the  firfl  thing 
m  the  morning  of  the  fucceeding 
day;  when  each  woman’s  day’s  work, 
confiding  of  four  fkains.  is  made  up 
in  a  bundle,  with  her  name  affixed 
to  it  upon  a  ticket,  the  better  to 
afcertain  and  detedf  any  fraud  or 
inattention  die  may  have  been  guilty 
of  in  its  execution. 

44  But  when  a  more  ordinary 
quality  is  the  objedt,  in  which  a 
greater  number  of  cocoons  are  to 
be  united ;  die  is  then  permitted  to 
have  four,  fix,  or  more  lkains  go¬ 
ing  at  one  time,  and  that  upon 
reels  of  much  larger  dimenfions : 
the  confequence  of  which  is,  that 
her  attention  to  each,  individually, 
cannot  be  equal  to  the  accuracy  re¬ 
quired,  when  fhe  is  limited  to  two 
fkains  only :  fhe  now  produces  a 
coarfe,  foul,  ordinary,  uneven  filk ; 
&  day’s  work  of  which,  will  be  e- 
qual  to  fix,  eight,  or  more  pounds. 
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44  Now  to  form  a  judgment  of 
the  elfedfs  of  the  different  fort  of 
labour,  as  it  affedts  the  two  differ¬ 
ent  methods  of  operation  ;  fay,  a 
woman  employed  in  fpinning,  with  a 
girl  to  attend  upon  her,  earn  together 
much  about  one  dulling  per  day, 
which  in  the  firfl  indance,  is  the 
whole  cod  of  labour,  to  produce 
one  pound  of  perfedt  filk  ;  while  in 
the  other,  eight  pounds  of  filk  are 
obtained  for  the  fame  expence  ;  up¬ 
on  which,  evidently,  the  per  pound¬ 
age,  amounts  to  no  more  than  three 
halfpence,  a  difference  of  ten  pence 
halfpenny  per  pound  cod:  of  labour, 
in  favour  of  the  ordinary  dlk  ; 
while  the  intrinfic  value  in  favour  of 
the  former,  falls  little  fhorl,  fpeak- 
ing  much  within  compafs,  of  fifteea 
drillings  per  pound. 

44  Thus  far,  if  I  have  fucceeded 
fo  as  to  be  generally  underbood,  I 
hope  my  endeavours  may  have  a 
tendency  to  be  occahonally  of  ufe 
to  the  fociety,  or  at  lead:  to  you,  in 
whatever  future  applications  may 
be  made  to  them,  through  your 
medium,  on  the  fubjedt.  And  now, 
to  give  you  my  candid  opinion  of 
the  experiment,  made  and  propofed 
by  a  lady  on  the  fpinning  wheel, 
which  willhardiy  admit  of  a  ferious 
difcuilion.  You  undoubtedly  do,  of 
may  eafily  know,  the  dimenfions  of 
the  Italian  reej,  of  which  the  fo¬ 
ciety  have  a  model  in  their  collec¬ 
tion,  on  the  fame  fcale  as  thpfe  ufed 
abroad. 

44  Fird,  confider  with  yourfelf  that 
reel,  which  is  not  lefs  than  fix  feet 
eight  inches  circumference,  let  in, 
motion,  with  a  velocity  at  lead  equal 
to  the  fwifteft  going  fly  of  a  com¬ 
mon  roading  jack.  Then  compare 
the  dimenfions  of  a  bobbin,  and  the 
greated  velocity  with  which  it  pof- 
dbly  can  make  its  revolutions,  at  the 
ljpinning  vheel,  and  you  will  not 
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be  long  in  pronouncing,  upon  good 
authority,  that  the  reel  may  fairly 
be  computed  to  take  up  more  than 
five  hundred  yards,  in  the  time  it 
would  require  to  execute  one  yard 
by  means  of  the  fpinning  wheel, 
which  will- at  once  determine  the 
inejligibility  of  the  latter,  even 
were  it  capable,  as  it  is  not,  of  con¬ 
tributing  ever  fo  much  to  the  per¬ 


fecting  the  ftaple  of  the  iilk,  by 
confolidatin?'  its  filaments,  which, 
from  the  manner  in  which  the  ope¬ 
ration  is  ufually  conducted,  requires 
no  fuch  aid  or  affiftance  ,  confe- 
qdentiv,  the  fpinning  wheel,  being 
incapable  of  meliorating  the  quality 
of  the  filk,  the  tedioufnefs  of  the 
operation  is  alone  fufficient  to  point 
out  its  inefficacy  ft’ 


\  ■ 
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[From  the  Firft  Volume  of  Winter  Evenings,  or  Lucubrations  on- 

Life  and  Letters.] 


“  '“T"'  H  E  vanity  of  man  may 
J.  juftly  be  termed  a  Pro- 
tens.  In  the  endeavours  to  obtain 
diftinCtion,  not  only  happinefs,  but 
mifery  is  frequently  affected. 

“  I  believe  it  confidered  by  many 
as  honourable  to  poffefs  a  degree  of 
that  fenfibility  which  is  too  delicate 
to  bear  the  common  afperities 
of  human  life  ;  and  there  is  a 
ft.yle  of  complaint  which  is  thought 
pretty,  and  a  fort  of  woe  which  has 
been  indulged  as  luxury.  If  I  might 
borrow  a  term  from  criticifm  for 
the  ufe  of  ethics,  I  would  denomi¬ 
nate  the  querulous  affectation  of  mi¬ 
fery,  the  elegiac  ftyle  of  life.  The 
plaintive  tone  of  elegiac  language, 
and  the  foft  tinge  of  melancholy, 
'without  any  real  caufe,  are  very 
fimilar  to  the  converfation  and  fen- 
tipients  of  thofe  numerous  com- 
plainers  who  have  adopted  the  ele¬ 
giac  ftyle  of  life,  becaufe  they  con¬ 
fidered  it  as  pretty. 

u  I  reverence  the  forrows  of  the 
truly  unhappy.  Their  tears  are  fa- 
cred.  BuX  thofe  who  affeCt  a  fenfi¬ 
bility  which  they  do  not  poffefs,  and 


Sift  a  woe  which  they  never  felt,  are 
tm  be  confidered  as  ridiculous  and 
reprchenfible,  becaufe  they  make  a 
mock  of  human  mifery,  and  fpprt 
with  that  eompaffion  which  ought 
never  to  be  abufed,  and  which,  was 
defigned  for  the  comfort  of  unaffect¬ 
ed  affliction. 

<€  I  reipect  the  character  of  Mr* 
Gray  as  that  of  a  man  of  remark¬ 
able  virtue,  learning,  and  genius, 
united.  But  he  was  melancholy  with- 
out  reafon  ;  and,  I  apprehend,  he 

was  not  entirely  free  from  the  with  to 

•/ 

be  confidered  as  a  man  endowed  with 
feelings  unknown  to  the  reft  of  men^ 
Every  man  of  genius  certainly  has 
acute  feelings  ;  but  thofe  feelings 
will  lead  him  to  high  eniovments* 
and  will  make  life  mere  pleafurable 
than  painful,  if  he  will  but  fubmk 
to  the  guidance  of  his  reafon,  and 
alfo  keep  himfelf  free  from  the  af¬ 
fectation  of  fmguiar  mifery.  Pride, 
and  an  infatiable  defire  of  praifie, 
will  indeed  often,  caufe,  in  the  vo¬ 
taries  of  fame,  pangs  unknown  to 
others,  and  which  eanuot  be  reafon- 
ably  indulged. 
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£{  Palma  negata  macrnm,  donata  reducit 
opimum 

•*  Sic  Icve,  fie  par  rum  eft,  animum  quod 
laudis  avarum 

Submit,  aut  reficit. - Hor. 

a  Many  poets,  profeffedjy  elegiac, 
have  pretended  to  uncommon  wretch- 
ednefs  ;  but  they  deceived  no  fend* 
ble  reader,  fince  it  was  evident  that 
their  mifery  was  no  lefs  fictitious 
than  their  mythology. 

44  The  affeCtation  of  woe  is  chief¬ 
ly  among  the  fofter  fex,  in  whom  it 
is  fometimes  fuppofed  to  have  been 
amiable.  Pity,  it  has  been  faid,  is 
nearly  related  to  love.  But  the  pity 
muff  be  fincere.  AffeCted  woe  will 
only  excite  affeCted  pity,  which  is 
nearly  related  to  a  paffion  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  love.  Beauty  in  tears, 
while  thofe  tears  are  believed  to  be 
natural,  mull  powerfully  call  for 
the  protection  of  every  man  not  des¬ 
titute  of  generality  ;  but  if  the  call 
is  found  to  have  been  frequently 
made  without  fufficient  reafon, 
though  it  may  caufe  the  attention 
of  falfe  and  felfiffl  gallantry,  it  will 
not  raife  the  efteem  of  the  efti en¬ 
able.  She,  who  wifh.es  for  fuch 
efteem,  will  be  prudent  in  di  veiling 
herfelf  of  every  kind  of  affeCtation. 

44  I  am  forry  to  fee  a  tafte  prevail 
for  novels  which  exhibit  unnatural 
pictures  of  mifery,  and  diffufe  a  kind 
of  tafte  for  the  woeful.  The  novel 
entitled  Werter,  is  of  a  bad  tendency, 
and  cannot  have  failed  to  have  given 
the  falfely  delicate,  the  over-refined, 
and  the  idolizers  of  themfelves,  ad¬ 
ditional  encouragement  in  the  affec¬ 
tation  of  mifery. 

44  Elegies,  elegiac  fennels,  night 
thoughts,  and  contemplations  on 
gloomy  fubjeCts,  have  a  tendency 
to  diffufe  a  fhade  over  the  imagi¬ 
nation  which  fliall  caufe  in  many 
a  mifery  no  lefs  real  than  aCtual 
fuffering ;  and  they  countenance 
more  in  feeking  the  gratification  of 
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a  pervede  vanity,  by  pretending  to 
lingular  wretchednefs.  There  is 
certainly  a  great  portion  of  evil  in 
the  world,  real  and  unavoidable, 
and  it  feems  a  peculiar  degree  of 
folly  to  increafe  it  by  affeCtation. 
AffeCtation  will  increafe  it  *  for  we 
become  in  time  the  characters  which 
we  have  habitually  affumed.  It  is 
particularly  wrong  in  this  country, 
where  the  inhabitants  are  naturally 
inclined  to  a  dejeCtion  of  Spirits,  to 
indulge  the  imagination  in  giving  a 
fombrous  and  difmal  Colour  to  every 
thing  around  it.  It  is  greatly  in 
our  power  to  make  the  horizon  of 
our  mind  dark  and  cloudy,  or  ferene 
as  the  blue  aether,  and  beautiful  as 
the  variegated  tints  of  a  weftern  iky 
in  a  fine  fummer  evening. 

44  It  is  a  queflion  in  philofophy, 

44  Ail  quicquid  recipitur,  recipiatur 
44  ad  modum  recipients,”  Whether 
whatever  is  received  (or  perceived, 
as  it  fuits  the  prefent  fubjeCt  better) 
be  percei  ved  according  to  the  perci¬ 
pient  ?s  mode,  or  powers,  or  degree 
of  perception ;  and  I  think  it  may 
be  often  anfwered,  when  applied  to 
morals,  in  the  affirmative.  There 
is  abfolute  good  in  life,  and  abfolute 
evil but  they  both  may  be  in  a* 
great  degree  transformed  by  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  viewed 
and  poffeffed,  A  four  difpofition, 
operating  like  a  chemical  acid,  will 
turn  the  iweeteft  cup  into  an  unpa¬ 
latable  beverage  ;  as  a  contented, 
placid,  meek,  and  gentle  mind,  in- 
fufing  fweetnefs  into  the  bittereff 
draught,  will  caufe  the  moft  naufe- 
ous  medicine  to  be  fwallowed  with 
alacrity. 

44  To  enjoy,  and  to  be  chearful, 
are  duties.  44  To  enjoy,55  fays 
Mr.  Pope,  44  is  to  obey.55  And 
though  it  is  natural,  and  often 
unavoidable,  to  complain  in  afflic¬ 
tion,  yet  to  murmur,  repine,  and 
take  a  pleafure  in  complaining, 
L  5  while 
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while  we  have  many  reafons  to  re- 

J 

joice,  is  irrational  and  ungrateful. 

“  The  fe<#  of  whiners,  or  grum¬ 
blers  (for  it  deferves  to  be  #igma- 
tizcd  by  no  veiy  honourable  name), 
are  very  proper  fubjedis  for  ridicule. 
It  is  fruitless  to  argue  deeply  or  very 
fe  ioufly  with  folly  and  vanity. 
You  will  either  not  be  imderftood 
by  them,  or  not  regarded  ;  but  a 
■laugh  again#  them,  is  like  an  in- 
ilrument  which  touches  to  the  quit  k, 
amputates  the  excrescence,  or  pulls 
it  by  the  roots. 

“  Real  mifery  will,  I  hope,  al¬ 
ways  meet  with  fympsthy.  Nature 


has  taken  care  that  it  fliould  affect 
our  feelings,  in  order  to  extort  re¬ 
lief,  if  poffible.  But  the  affedfation, 
whether  in  books,  in  life,  or  in  con- 
verfation,  muff  find  a  different  treat¬ 
ment,  that  it  may  be  difcoimtp* 
nanccd. 

u  Great  caution  fhould,  however, 
be  always  ufed  not  to  miftake  real 
for  affected  mifery.  It  is  better  that 
many  pretenders  to  woe  fhould  be 
treated  with  fuperfluous  lympatb.y 
and  unneceffary  attention,  than  that 
one  real  fufferer  fliould  be  difre- 
garded.” 


The  HILL  of  LI? E.  A  Vision. 
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u  A  Gentle  afcent  led  to  a  lofty  e- 

J  \  mi r.p nee,  and  on  the  fummit 
was  a  level  plain,  of  nq  great  ex¬ 
tent.  The  boundaries  of  it  could 
not  indeed,  eafily  be  afeertained  ; 
for  as  the  afcent  on  one  fide  was  eafy 
and  gradual,  fo  the  Hope  on  the 
other  continued  almoft  impercept¬ 
ible,  till  it  terminated  at  once  in  an 
abrupt  declivity. 

“  At  the  fir#  entrance  of  the 
hill,  I  obferved  great  numbers  of 
inf  ints  crawling  on  beds  of  prim- 
rofes,  or  deeping  on  pillows  formed 
by  the  mote.  They  frequently 
fmiled,  and  their  fweet  counte¬ 
nances  feemed  to  exprefs  a  compla¬ 
cency  and  joy  in  the  confcioufnefs 
of  their  new  exiftence.  Many  in¬ 
deed  wept  and  wAled,  but  their 
ferrovv,  though  pungent,  was  fhert, 
apd  the  fight  of  a  pretty  leaf  or 


ffpwer  would  caufe  a  fmile  in  the 
mid#  of  their  tears ;  fo  that  nothing 
was  more  common  than  to  fee  two 
drops  trickling  down  cheeks  which 
were  dimpled  with  fmiles.  I  was 
fo  delighted  with  the  feenes  of  in¬ 
nocence,  that  I  fplt  an  impulfe  to. 
go  and  play  with  the  little  tribe, 
when,  juft  as  I  was  advancing,  I  felt 
a  wand  ftrike  my  fhoulder,  and 
turning  my  eyes  on  one  fide,  I  be¬ 
held  a  venerable  figure,  with  a  white 
beard,  and  in  a  grey  mantle,  ele¬ 
gantly  thrown  round  him. 

“  My  fon,”  fa  id  he,  “  I  fee  vour 
u  curiofity  is  railed,  and  I  wilLgra- 
“  bfy  it ;  but  you  mu#  not  move 
44  from  this  place,  which  is  the  mo# 
u  advantageous  fpot  for  the  contem- 
“  plation  of  the  feene  before  you. 

“  Yon  hill  is  the  Hill  of  Life,  a 
64  pageant  which  I  have  raifed  by 

“  the 
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u  the  magic  influence  of  this  wand, 
44  to  amufe  you  with  an  inflruetive 
44  picture. 

44  The  beauteous  innocents  whom 

“  you  fee  at  the  foot  of  the  hill, 

44  prelent  you  with  the  idea  of  an- 

44  gels  and  cherubs,  and  of  fuch  in- 

44  deed  is  tffie  kingdom  of  heaven, 

44  Simplicity  and  innocence  are  their 

44  amiable  qualities,  and  the  more 

44  of  them  they  retain  in  their  afcent, 

44  the  happier  and  lovelier  fliall  they 

44  be  during  the  whole  of  their  jour- 

44  nev. 

* 

44  But  raife  your  eyes  a  little 
44  fpaee.  Y on  fee  a  lively  train  intent 
44  to  learn,  under  the  fage  inftrubt- 
44  tors  who  accompany  them,  the 
44  eafler  and  fa  left  way  of  afcendiug 
44  and  defending  the  hill  which  lies 
44  before  them.  They  often  run 
44  from  the  fide  of  their  guides,  and 
44  lofe  themfeives  among  the  ihrubs 
44  that  bioflom  around  them.  Some 
44  give  no  ear  to  inftrudtion,  and 
44  confequently  are  continually  de* 
44  viating  among  thorns,  thi  flies, 
44  nettles,  and  brambles.  Their  er* 
44  rors  are  at  prefent  retrievable, 
44  and  few  fall  in  the  pitfalls  with 
44  which  the  hill  abounds.  Joy  il- 
44  luminates  their  countenances. 
44  Theirs  are  the  ruddy  cheek,  the 
44  fparkling  eye,  lively  fpirits,  and 
44  unwearied  activity.  They  retain 
44  a  great  fhare  of  the  innocence 
44  with  which  they  fet  out,  and 
44  therefore  they  are  chearfuh  En- 
44  viable  age,  if  reafon  were  ma- 
44  ture  !  But  folly,  wantonnefs,  fro- 
44  wardnefs  of  temper,  and  igno- 
44  ranee,  greatly  interrupt  and  Ipoil 
44  their  enjoyments.  Fruits  of  deli- 
44  cious  tafte  grow  around  them,  and 
44  flowrets  of  the  fweeteft  feent  and 
44  mold  beautiful  colour  fpring  be- 
44  neath  their  feet.  But  they  foon 
44  grow  tired  of  this  lower  part  of 
44  the  hill,  and  ambitioufly  afpire  at 
higher  eminences. 
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4*  Behold  them  a  few  pices  high- 
“  er.  Fhey  advance  with  eager- 
44  nefs  and  many  of  them  forfake  the 
44  guides  which  have  conducted 
44  them  thus  far  in  their  afcent. 
44  They  haiden  in  their  courfe,  nor 
44  do  they  adhere  to  the  diredt  road, 
44  but  deviate  without  fcruple. 
44  Some  indeed  return,  but  the 
44  greater  part  climb  the  hill  by 
44  paths  of  their  own  choice,  full 
44  of  difficulty  and  danger.  The 
44  pitfalls  which  are  placed  in  every 
44  part  of  the  hill  are  in.  this  part 
44  very  numerous,  and  not  eafily  to 
44  be  avoided  by  thofe  who  forfake 
44  the  high  road.  There  are  indeed 
44 ,  no  parts  of  the  hill  in  which  a 
44  guide  is  more  neceflary  than  here ; 
44  nor  any  in  which  the  travellers  are 
44  lefs  inclined  to  feek  his  alii  fiance. 

44  You  fee  the  beauty  of  the 
44  bjoffpms.  You  hear  the  mufic 
44  of  the  birds.  All  nature  feems  to 
44  conlpire  in  affording  delight  ; 
44  but  too  many  of  the  travellers 
44  prefer ve  not  that  innocence  and 
44  fimplicity  which  are  neceflary  to 
44  give  a  tafte  for  the  pleafures  which 
44  are  allowed.  Inflead  of  plucking 
44  the  flowers  which  are  known  to 
44  be  fafe  and  falutary,  they  defire 
44  none  but  fuch  as  are  poifonous. 
4<  The  afpiring  nature  of  the  tra* 
44  vellers  leads  them  to  continue  the 
44  afcent,  and  by  this  time  you  fee 
44  they  have  reached  the  level  fuim 
44  mit,  where  you  obferve  a  prodi- 
4*  gious  crowd,  ail  bufy  in  puiiuit 
44  of  their  feveral  objebls.  Their 
44  faces  are  clouded  with  care,  and 
44  in  the  ardour  of  purfuit  they 
44  negleff  thofe  pleafures  which  lie 
44  before  them.  Moff.of  them  have 
44  now  loll  a  great  fliare  of  their 
44  original  innocence  and  fimplicity, 
44  and  many  of  them  have  loff  it 
44  entirely. 

44  And  now  they  begin  to  de-> 
44  feend.  Their  chearfulnefs  and 
L  4  alacrity 


[*68] 


Tke  HILL  of  LIFE.  A  Vision. 


44  alacrity  are  greatly  abated.  Ma- 
44  ny  limp,  and  fome  already  crawl. 
44  The  numbers  diminifh  almoft 
44  every  hep ;  for  the  pitfalls  are 
44  multiplied  on  this  fide  of  the  hill, 
44  and  many  of  the  travellers  have 
44  neither  ftrength  nor  fagacity  to 
44  avoid  them. '  Many  delightful 
44  fcenes  remain.  Fruit  in  great 
44  abundance  grows  around  them. 
44  But  the  greater  part,  you  may 
44  remark,  are  carelefs  of  the  obvious 
44  and  natural  pleafures  which  they 
44  might  reach  and  enjoy,  and  are 
44  eagerly  digging  in  the  earth  for 
44  yellow  duff,  on  which  they  have 
44  placed  an  imaginary  value.  Be- 
44  hold  one  who  has  juft  procured 
44  a  load  of  it,  under  which  he  is 
44  ready  to  link.  He  totters  along 
44  in  hafte  to  find  a  hiding-place  for 
44  it ;  but  before  he  has  found  it, 
44  himfelf  is  hidden  from  our  eyes, 
44  for  lo !  while  I  fpeak,  he  is  drop- 
44  ping  into  a  pitfall.  Moft  of  his 
44  companions  will  follow  him  ;  but 
44  you  fee  no  one  is  alarmed  by  the 
44  example.  The  defcent  is  become 
44  very  fteep  and  abrupt,  and  few 
44  there  are  who  will  reach  the 
44  bottom  of  the  hill.  Of  thofe  few, 
44  not  one  advances  without  ftum- 
44  bling  on  the  edge  of  the  pitfalls, 
44  from  which  he  can  fcarcely  reco- 
u,  ver  his  feeble  foot.  Ah  !  while 
44  I  fpeak,  they  are  all  gone.” 

44  And  is  this  a  picture  of  life  ? 
faid  I  :  alas  !  how  little  do  they 

7  '  <r 

feem  to  enjoy  it  !  Surely,  fome 
error  rauft  infatuate  them  all.  Q 
fay,  that  I  may  avoid  it,  and  be 
happy. 

44  My  fon,”  faid  my  benevolent 
guide,  44  do  not  haftiiy  form  an 
A  opinion  derogatory  from  the  va- 
44  lue  of  life.  It  is  a  glorious  op- 

portunity  afforded  by  the  Creator 
44  for  the  acquifitiou  of  happinefs. 
46  Caft  yoyr  eyes  on  yonder  plain, 


44  which  lies  at  the  bottom  of  the 
44  hill,  and  behold  the  horizon.” 

44  I  looked,  and  behold  a  cloud 
tinged  with  purple  and  gold,  parted 
in  the  centre,  and  difplayed  a  fcene 

at  which  mv  eyes  were  dazzled.  I 

»  •> 

clofed  them  awhile,  to  recover  the 
the  power  of  vifion,  and  when  I 
opened  them,  I  faw  a  figure  in 
which  majefty  and  benevolence  were 
awfully  united.  He  fat  on  a  throne 
with  every  appearance  of  triumph, 
and  at  his  feet  lay  a  crofs.  And  I 
heard  a  voice  faying,  44  Come  again, 
44  ye  children  of  men.”  And  lo  ! 
the  plain  opened  in  more  places, 
than  I  could  number,  and  myriads 
of  myriads  ftarted  into  exiftence, 
with  bodies  beautiful  and  glorious. 
And  the  voice  proceeded,  44  In  my 
44  Father’s  houfe  are  many  manfi? 
44  ons.  Ye  have  all  fallen  fhort  of 
44  the  perfection  for  which  ye  were 
44  created  ;  but  fome  have  been  iefs 
44  unprofitable  fervants  than  others, 
44  and  to  them  are  allotted  the 
44  more  exalted  places  of  bills ;  but 
44  there  remain  manfions  appro- 
44  priated  to  ail  the  fo.ns  of  men.  I 
44  have  redeemed  the  very  worft  of 
44  them  from  the  tyranny  of  death® 
44  Rife,  therefore,  to  yourrefpedtivp 
44  manfions.  Enter  into  the  jpy  of 
f4  the  Lord,”  He  faid,  when  the 
found  of  inftruments  fweeter  than 
the  unpurged  ear  ever  heard,  rang 
throughout  heaven’s  concave.  And 
the  glorified  bodies  beneath  rofe 
like  the  fun  in  the  eaft,  and  took 
their  places  in  the  feveral  planets 
which  form  what  is  called  our  folar 
fyftem,  I  was  tranfported  with  the 
fight,  and  was  going  to  fall  on  my 
knees,  and  fupplicate  to  be  admit* 
ted  among  the  afpii  ing  fpirits,  when, 
to  my  mortification,  I  thought  I 
was  fuddenly  placed  on  the  fide  of 
the  hill,  where  I  bad  to  climb  a 
fteep  afcent.  I  wept  bitterly,  when 
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my  guide  remonftrated  with  me  on 
the  unreafonablenefs  of  my  tears, 
iince  none  were  to  be  admitted  to 
glory  who  had  not  travelled  the 
journey  which  I  had  feen  fo  many 


DISQUSI.TION 

[From  the  Ol 

ti  '"p  HAT  fame  is  the  nniverfal 
1  pallion  is  by  nothing  more 
confpicuoutly  difcovered  than  by  e- 
pitaphs.  The  generality  of  man¬ 
kind  are  not  content  to  link  inglo- 
rioully  into  the  grave,  but  wifh  to 
be  paid  that  tribute  of  panegyrick 
after  their  deaths,  which  in  many 
cafes  may  not  be  due  to  the  virtues 
of  their  lives.  If  the  vanity  of  the 
departed  has  not  been  provident  of 
monumental  honours,  the  partiality 
.of  friends  is  eager  to  fupply  them. 
Death  may  be  laid  with  aimofi  equal 
propriety  to  confer  as  well  as  to  le¬ 
vel  all  difhndions,  .  In  confequence 
of  that  event,  a  kind  of  chemical 
operation  takes  place  ;  for  thofe 
.characters  which  were  mixed  with 
the  grofs  particles  of  vice,  by  being 
thrown  into  the  alembic  of  flattery, 
are  fublimated  i  r*to  the  e Hence  of 
virtue.  He  who  during  the  per¬ 
formance  of  his  part  upon  the  ftage 
pf  the  world  was  weakly  applaud¬ 
ed,  after  the  dole  of  the  drama,  is 
pourtrayed  as  the  favourite  of  u  every 
“  virtue  under  heaven . 5  ’  To  fave 
the  opulent  from  oblivion,  the  fculp- 
tor  unites  his  labours  with  the  fcho- 
lar  or  the  poet,  whilft  the  ruftick 
is  indebted  for  his  mite  of  pofthum- 
ous  renown  to  the  carpenter,  the 
painter,  or  the  mafon.  i  he  ftruc- 
tures  of  fame  are  in  both  cafes  built 
with  materials  whofe  duration  is 


others  travel.  «  Keep  innocence, 
laid  he,  dojuftice,  walk  humbly.” 
He  faid  no  more,  but,  preparing 
to  depart,  touched  me  with  his  rod, 
and  I  awoke® 


on  EPITAPHS® 
la  Podrida.] 

fhort.  It  may  check  the  Tallies 
of  pride  to  relied:  on  the  mortality 
of  man ;  but  for  its  complete  hu¬ 
miliation  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
epitaphs  and  monuments  decay. 
Had  not  Cicero  been  affifled  by  his 
memory,  he  could  never  have  decy- 
phered  the  mutilated  verfes  on  the 
tomb  of  Archimedes.  The  anti¬ 
quarian  fearches  in  vain  for  the  ori¬ 
ginal  irtferiptions  on  Chaucer  and 
Sidney. 

“  The  obfervations  of  the  liluf- 
trious  Johnfon  on  epitaphs  are  mark¬ 
ed  with  acutenefs  as  well  as  extent 
of  judgment.  In  his  Criticifms, 
however,  on  thofe  of  Pope,  he  has 
fhewn  a  petulance  of  temper  and 
faffidioufnefs  of  tafre,  at  the  fame 
time  that  he  acknowledged  the  bar- 
rennefs  of  Pope’s  topicks,  and  the 
difficulty  of  diftributing  to  numbers 
that  praife  which  is  particular  and 
charaderifHc.  He  who  is  a  critic 
fh.rm.ld  confidcr  that,  according  to 
the  natural  progrefs  of  human  opi¬ 
nions,  he  may  become  the  fubjed 
of  criticifm.  .  If  Johnfon  had  ever 
conjedured  that  he  mud  one  day  be 
tried  by  his  own  lav/s,  more  lenity 
would  probably  have  been  fhewn  to 
Pope.  The  dodor  remarks,  u  that 
u  an  epitaph  ought  not  to' be  longer 
u  than  common  beholders  have  lei- 
u  hire  and  patience  to  perufe.”  Of 
the  few  he  has  left  behind  him,  that 

on 
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oti  Hanmer  is  Furely  objectionable 
lor  its'  prolixity.  He  reprobates 
with  juft  fe  verity  any  alluiions  to 
claflical  cuftoms,  and  the  lituation 
of  Roman  tombs.  The  lines  of 
Pafleratins  on  Henry  of  France  are 
quoted*  to  fliow  the  impropriety  of 
addre fling  the  reader  as  a  traveller. 
Yet  the  doftor  forgot  his.  ftriCtures 
and  his  quotation  when  he  conclud¬ 
ed  his  character  of  Thrale  with 
44  Abi,  Viator  A 

44  The  preceding  remarks  are  in¬ 
tended  as  an  introduction  to  a  plan 
which  1  take  this  opportunity  of 
laying  before  the  public.  It  is  my 
defign  to  publifh  a  collection  of  the 
moft  remarkable  epitaphs,  with  cri¬ 
tical  obfervations.  Particular  at¬ 
tention  will  be  paid  to  their  arrange  ¬ 
ment,  of  which  it  fhall  be  the  objeCt 
of  the  remaining  part  of  this  paper 
to  exhibit  an  exaCt  fpecimen.  With¬ 
out  fpinning  too  many  threads  of 
olaftiftcation,  a  few  ftr iking  and,  ge¬ 
neral  diftinCtions  only  fhall  be  a- 
dopted.  The  Learned— the  Sub-, 
l*me — the  Char actf.risti c— the 
Com  p  l  i me  n  t  a  r  y  The  firft  clafs 

R  intended  to  allure  the  fcholars  of 
our  famous  univerftties  to  fubferibe 
liberally  to  the  work.  To  let  the 
reader  into  a  fecret,  it  was  original¬ 
ly  my  defign  to  have  publillied  this 
part  in  a  folio  by  itfclf,  with  a  pom¬ 
pons  Dedication.  Happening  to  fee 
a  goofe  finged  with  a  leaf  of  the 
Pietas  Gxo.nienfis,  I  was  frightened 
from  the  profecution  of  my  plan  by 
fo  unlucky  an  omen.  My  intended, 
work  will  notwithftanding  comprize 
learning  enough  to  fktisfy  the  appe¬ 
tite  of  a  reafonable  linguift.  There 
will  be  no  room  for  complaint  if  I 
begin  with  Perk  an  and  end  with 
Latin.  The  firft  epitaph  fnall  be 
that  on  Hadgi  Shanghfware,  in  St. 
Botoiph’s,  Bifhopfgate  ;  and  the 
laft  fhall  be  the  laconic  Fui  Cains, 
Cambridge. 


44  Under  this  head  many  ingeni¬ 
ous  and  novel  opinions  wilt  be  ad¬ 
vanced  relative  to  the  language  as 
well  as  the  fentiments  of  thefe  com- 
pofitions.  It  will  be  proved  to  a 
demonftration,  that  the  learned  lan¬ 
guages  are  abfurdly  ufed  except  for 
learned  men.  Some  one  has  weU 
obferved,  that,  if  the  dead  could 
hear  their  own  fepukhral  praife, 
they  would  be  put  to  the  tlufh. 
Some,  without  doubt,  would  witn 
amiable  diffidence  adopt,  the  elegant 
fentiments  of  Frontinus,  44  Imp  rw 
44  fa  monumenti  fupervacua  eft  ; 

44  mempria  noftri  durabit,  li  vita 
44  meruimus.’’  44  Superfluous  is  the 
44  expence  of  the  tomb,  fmee  our  me, 
mory  will  flqurifh,  if  our  conduct 
44  has  merited  that  honour.’' — But 
multitudes  mult  be  infenfibje  to  tne 
emotions  of  fhame,  unkfs  they  were 
endued  with  the  gift  of  tongues. 
The  moral  defign  of  an  epitaph  is 
to  infpire  an  emulation  of  the  vir¬ 
tues  of  the  deceafed.  I  his  cannot 
be  efFeCted,  unlefs  the  language 
which  records  thofe  virtues  be  in¬ 
telligible  to  perfons  who  are  in  a 
fitiic.tion  to  emulate  them.  Fhe 
talents  and  munificence  of  Bufby 
and  South  are  tranfmitfed  to  fcho¬ 
lars  by  a  vehicle  which  is  familiar 
to  them  ;  but  how  can  the  ladies 
improve  by  the  example  of  the 
beautiful  Mrs.  Arundel,  who  is 
celebrated  in  a  Latin  infeription  in 
St.  Mary’s,  Oxford  ?  or  how  is  the 
courage  of  our  failors  likely  to  be 
increased  by  the  Ciceronian  periods 
on  Rooke  at  Canterbury. 

44  The  Sublime.— This  fpecies 
is  confined  to  thpfe  who  occupy  the 
moft  diftinguifhed  niches  in  the  t.m- 
jleof  Fame.  Simplicity  and  bre¬ 
vity  are  its  charaCferiftRks.  Such 
names  as  Bacon,  Lpeke,  and  New¬ 
ton,  want  not  the  dowers  of  elo¬ 
quence,  or  the  parade  of  periods, 
to  decorate  their  monuments.  The 

tomb 
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tomb  of  lir  Chriftopher  Wren  has 
a  local  propriety  from  his  being  bu¬ 
ried  in  St.  Paul’s,  which  gave  birth 
to  an  infcription  worthy  that  illudri- 
ous  reborer  of  Attic  architecture. 

44  Subtus  c.onditur  hujus  ecclehse 
44  Sc  urbis  conditor,  qui  vixit  annos 
44  ultra  nonaginta,  non  fibi  fed  bc- 
44  no  publico,-  LeCtor,  fi  momimen- 
44  turn  requiris,  drcumfpice,” 

44  T  h  e  C  H  A  r  a  c  T  E  r  i  s  t  i  c , — A  clafs 
which  far  excels  all  the  reft,  as  it  con¬ 
tains  examples  of  fpjendid  talents  and 
eminent  virtues,  marked  the  peculiar 
and  appropriate  praife.  Not  only 
thofe  epitaphs  wherein  their  due 
meafure  of  applaufe  is  dibribnted 
with  nice  difc’rimination  to  Philofo- 
phers,  Poets,  Warriors,  and  Statef- 
men,  will  be  introduced  under  this 
head,  but  fuch  likewife  as  have  pre- 
ferved  the  memory  of  the  lowly  and 
the  ignoble.  Thefe  compofltions  are 
as  difficult  to  be  met  with  as  accurate 
miniatures.  Dr.  ]  ohnfon  would 
have  faid  that  Pope’s  verfes  on  Mrs. 
Corbet  was  a  very  proper  exempli¬ 
fication  of  this  fpecies.  '  Perhaps  the 
following  by  Hawkefworth,  in 
Bromley  church -yard,  is  by  no  means 
infer  ior  to  it : 

44  Near  this  place  lies  the  body  of 
44  Elizabeth  Monk,  aged  ioi,  the 
fi  wife  of  John  Monk,  Blackfmith, 
44  by  whom  die  had  no  children. 
44  But  virtue  would  not  fuf- 

fer  her  to  be  chilalefs.  An  in- 

tiT  .  yf 

44  fant,  to  whom  and  to  whole  fa- 
44  ther  and  uncles  fhe  had  been 
44  nurle,  became  dependent  upon 
44  brangers  for  the  neceffanes  of  life  ; 
44  to  him  die  afforded  the  protection 
44  of  a  mother.  This  parental  cha- 
44  rity  was  returned  with  filial  affec- 
44  tion,  and  die  wasfupportedin  the 
44  feeblenefs  of  age  by  him  whom  die 
44  had  cherifhed  in  the  helpleffnefs 
44  of  infancy.  LeMt  be  remember- 
44  ed,  that  there  is  no  dation  in 
44  which  induftry  will  not  obtain 

r  l  •  ‘  r*'~ 


ii  power  to  be  liberal,  nor  any  cha- 
44  raCfer  on  which  liberality  will  not 
44  confer  honour.  She  had  long 
44  been  prepared  by  a  fimple  and  iin- 
44  affeCted  piety  for  her  end.  To 
44  prefer ve  the  memor  y  of  this  per- 
44  fon,  but  yet  more  to  perpetuate 
44  the  ieffon  of  her  life,  this  done 
44  was  erefted  by  voluntary  contri- 
44  butionT 

44  The  Compliment  a  r  y.  — This 
article  comprifes  infcriptions  in  which 
the  dead  are  more  indebted  for  their 
praife  to  invention  than  to  merit* 
The  writers  of  epitaphs  ought  to  be 
liiftorir  ns,  and  not  poets. 

44  Their  panegyrick  often  fa¬ 
tigues  with  prolixity,  and  difguds 
with  fuifomenefs.  Take  away  the 
the  date  s  from  complimentary  epi¬ 
taphs,  and  they  have  all  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  dedications.  They  exhibit 
the  demi-gods  of  the  golden  age,  or 
the  immaculate  heroes  of  romance. 
Like  Addifows  Cato,  they  feera  t® 
have  been  out  of  the  reach  of  hu¬ 
man  padionsor  infirmities— of  a  na¬ 
ture  too  much  exalted  to  excite  pity, 
and  famed  for  excellencies  too  tran- 
fcendent  for  imitation.  Sometimes.* 
however,  it  happens,  that  common 
topicks  of  encomium  are  touched 
with  fo  maderiy  a  hand,  that  they 
charm  with  an  irrefiftibie  grace,  and 
have  all  the  force  of  novelty.  For 
a  panegyrib.  to  declare,  that  a  lady 
is  deferving  of  the  highed  praife, 
that' die  is  as  beautiful  as  an  angel, 
and  that  die  is  remarkable  for  uni¬ 
form  piety,  feems  as  if  he  could  not 
drike  out  of  the  beaten  track.  Bui 
fureiy  it  is  out  of  the  power  of  a  vul¬ 
gar  bard  to  pourtray  fuch  ideas  in 
the  following  manner. 

On  Lady  Catharine  Paston, 

Padon  Church,  Norfolk,  1628. 

On  man  be  filent  and  not  praifcs  find. 

For  her  who  lived  the  praife  -of  woman¬ 
kind  ? 

‘  '  Whofe 
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Whofe  outward  frame  was  lent  the 
world  to  guefs, 

What  fhapes  our  fouls  fhall  wear  in  hap- 
pinds, 

Whofe  Virtue  did  all  ill  fo  overfwaye. 

That  her  whole  life  was  a  communion- 
day  e. 

As  my  publication  will  be  ex¬ 
tended  only  to  thofe  Epitaphs  which 
are  reallv  informed  on  tomb-ilones, 
the.  ludicrous  and  the  gay  will  of 
courfe  be  omitted.  Let  him  whofe 
inclination  may  lead  him  to  perufe 
fuch,  be  referred  to  Magazines  and 
.  Jell-books.  He  will  there  find  that 
epigram,  pun,  fatire,  and  bur- 
lefque,  have  attempted  to  throw  a 
gleam  of  levity  upon  a  fubjeCt  which 
is  too  aweful  to  be  made  ridiculous. 
Wit  and  humour  never  more  miftake 
their  obje&,than  when  they  aim  their 
Ihafts  at  man  in  a  ftate  of  diffolution. 
Buthowever  wanton  and  injudicious 
'thdr  failles  have  been,  they  have 
never  prophaned  the  fan&ity  of 
Chriflian  temples  by  affixing  their 
pmdu  Chons  to  them.  Such  an  in¬ 
decorum  militates  too  flronglv  againft 
piety  and  feniibility,  to  be  tolerated 
with  patience.  To  fport  with  the 


characters  of  the  departed  is  a  fuffi- 
cient'trinmph  for  gaiety,  without  be¬ 
ing  permitted  to  ere  Cl  a  trophy  over 
their  graves. 

“  The  perufal  of  epitaphs  is  not 
to  be  confidered  as  a  frivolous  and 
light  amufement.  If  fuch  only  be 
the  objeCts  of  attention  as  have  been 
noticed  with  our  applaufe,  it  is  urn 
queftionably  an  introduction  to  pleaf- 
ing  knowledge,  and  an  incentive  to 
moral  improvement.  What  biogra¬ 
phy  is  to  hiftory,  an  epitaph  is  to 
biography.  It  is  a  (ketch  which 
marks  the  great  outlines  of  charac¬ 
ter,  and  excites  curiofity  to  view  the 
portraits  as  painted  on  the  pages  of 
hiflory,  Itjslikewife  an  epitome  of 
a  fermon,  which  teaches  the  mod 
ufeful  truths  in  the  molt  comprehen- 
five  form.  Monumental  infcriptions 
remind  us,  that  time  is  on  the  wing, 
that  every  rank  and  age  mult  fall  a 
a  prey  to  his  depredations,  that  the 
moments  of  life  are  too  precious  to 
be  fquandered  away  on  trifles,  that 
religion  is  the  only  fupport  againil 
the  horrors  of  death,  and  the  only 
guide  to  the  joys  of  eternity.  ? 
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44  T  Labour  under  a  fpecies  of 
j[  difl refs,  which  I  fear  will  at 
length  drive  me  ‘utterly  from  that 
fociety,  in  which  I  am  moil  ambiti¬ 
ous  to  appear  ;  but  I  will  give  you 
a  lb ort  (ketch  of  mv  origin  and  ore- 
Frit  iituatioh,  by  which  you  will  be 
enabled  to  judge  of  rny  difficulties. 

“  My  father  was  a  farmer  of  no 
great  property,  and  with  no  other 
learning,  than  what  he  had  acquired 
at  a  charity-fchool  ;  but  my  mother 

being:  dead,  and  I  an  only  child,  he 
^  A  -  ' 

determined  to  give  me  that  advan¬ 


tage  which  he  fancied  would  have 

o  •  • 

made  him  happy,  viz.  a  learned  edu¬ 
cation.  -  I  was  fent  to  a  country 
grammar-fchool,  and  from  thence 
to  the  uni  verity,  with  a  view  of 
qualifying  for  holy  orders.  Here, 
having  but  final!  allowance  from  my 
father,  and  being  naturally  of  a  ti¬ 
mid  and  bafhful  difpoiition,  1  had 
no  opportunity  of  rubbing  off  that 
native  aukwardnefs,  which  is  the 
fatal  caufe  of  all  my  unhappinefs, 
and  which  T  now  begin  to  fear  can 
never  be  amended;  Y  ou  muff  know, 

that 
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tint  in  my  perfon  I  am  tall  and  thin, 
with  a  fair  complexion,  and  light 
flaxen  hair  ;  but  of  fitch  extreme 
fufceptrbiiity  of  fhame,  that  on  the 
fmalleft  fubjedl  of  confufion,  my 
blood  all  mill  s  into  my  cheeks,  and 
I  appear  a  perfect  full-blown  rote. 
The  confcioitfnefs  of  this  unhappy 
failing,  made  me  avoid  fociety,  and 
I  became  enamoured  of  a  college 
life  ;  particularly  when  I  reflected, 
that  Re  uncouth  manners  of  my  fa¬ 
ther’s  Family,  were  little  calculated 
to  improve  my  outward  condudt ;  I 
therefore,  had  refolved  on  living  at 
the  univerfitv  and  taking  pupils,, 
when  two  unexpected  events  great¬ 
ly  altered  the  poffure  of  my  affairs, 
viz.  mv  father’s  death,  and  the  ar- 
rival  of  an  uncle  from  the  Indies.  * 
44  This  uncle  I  had  very  rarely 
heard  my  father  mention,  and  it  was 
generally  believed  that  he  was  long 
iince  dead,  when  he  arrived  in  Eng¬ 
land  only  a  week  too  late  to  clofe  his 
brother’s  eyes.  1  am  affirmed  to 
confefs,  what  I  believe  has  been  of¬ 
ten  experienced  by  thofe,  whole 
education  has  been  better  than  their 
parents,  that  my  poor  father’s  igno¬ 
rance,  and  vulgar  language,  had  of¬ 
ten  made  me  bluffi  to  think  I  was 
his  fon  •  and  at  his  death  I  was  not 
inconfolable  for  the  lofs  of  that, 
which  I  was  was  not  unfrequently 
afhamed  to  own.  My  uncle  was  but 
little  affected,  for  he  had  been  fepa- 
rated  from  his  brother  more  than 
thirty  years,  and  in  that  time  he 
had  acquired  a  fortune  which  he  ufed 
to  brag,  would  make  a  nabob  happy ; 
in  fhort,  he  had  brought  over  with 
him  the  enormous  fum  of  thirty 
thoufand  pounds,  and  upon  this  lie 
built  his  hopes  of  never-ending  hap- 
pinefs.  While  he  was  planning 
fchemes  of  greatnefs  and  delight, 
whether  the  change  of  climate  might 
affefit  him,  or  what  other  caufe  I 
know  not,  but  he  was  fnatched  from 
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all  his  dreams  of  joy  by  a  fhort  III- 
"hefs,  of  which  he  died,  leaving  me 
heir  to  all  his  property.  And  now, 
fir,  behold  me  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five,  well  flocked  with  Latin,  Greek, 
and  Mathematics,  poffeffed  of' an 
ample  fortune,  but  fo  auk  ward  and 
unverfed  in  every  gentleman -I ike  ac- 
complifhment,  that  I  ain  pointed  at 
by  all  who  fee  me,  as  the  wealthy 
learned  clown. 

44  I  have  lately  purchafed  an  ef- 
tate  in  the  country,  which  abounds 
in  (what  is  called)  a  fafhionable 
neighbourhood  ;  and  when  you  re¬ 
flect  on  my  parentage  and  uncouth 
manner,  you  will  hardly  think  how 
much  my  company  is  courted  by  the 
furrounding  families,  (efpeeiaily  by 
thofe  who  have  marriageable  daugh¬ 
ters)  :  from  thefe  gentlemen  I  have 
received  familiar  calls,  and  the  moll 
prefling  invitations,  and  though  I 
wifhed  to  accept  their  offered 
friendfhip,  I  have  repeatedly  excufed 
rnyfelf  under  the  pretence  of  not  be¬ 
ing  quite  fettled ;  for  the  truth  is, 
that  when  I  have  rode  or  walked, 
with  full  intent  to  return  their  feve- 
rai  vifits  my  heart  has  failed  me  as  I 
approached  their  gates  and  I  have 
frequently  returned  homeward,  re- 
folving  to  try  again  to-morrow. 

44  However,  I  at  length  deter¬ 
mined  to  conquer  my  timidity,  and 
three  days  ago,  accepted  of  an  invi¬ 
tation  to  dine  this  day  with  one, 
whole  open  eafy  manner,  left  me  no 
room  to  doubt  a  cordial  welcome. 
Sir  Thomas  Friendly,  who  lives 
about  two  miles  diffant,  is  a  baron- 
net,  with  about  two  thoufand 
pounds  a  year  eftate,  joining  to  that 
1  purchafed  ;  he  has  two  fons,  and 
five  daughters,  all  grown  up,  and 
living  with  their  mother  and  a  maid¬ 
en  filler  of  fir  Thomas’s,  at  Friend¬ 
ly-Hall,  dependent  on  their  father. 
Confcidus  of  my  unpolifhed  gait,  I 
have  for  fome  time  paid,  taken  pri¬ 
vate 
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vate  lefibns  of  a  profeffor,  who 
teaches  44  grown  gentlemen  to 
dance  and  though  I  at  hr  ft  found 
wonderous  difficulty:  in  the  art  he 
taught,  my  knowledge  of  the  ma¬ 
thematics  was  of  prodigious  life,  in 
teaching  me  the  equilibrium  of  my" 
Body,  and  the  due  adjuftmentof  the 
centre  of  gravity  to  the  h  ve  portions. 
Having  now  acquired  the  art  of 
walking  without  tottering,  and 
learned  to  make  a  bow,  1  boldly 
ventured  to  obey  the  baronet’s  in¬ 
vitation  to  a  family  dinner,  not 
doubting  but  my  new  acquirements 
would  enable  me  to  fee  the  ladies 
with  tolerable  intrepidity :  but 
alas  !  how  vain  are  all  the  hopes  of 
theory,  when  unfupptXrted  by  ha¬ 
bitual  practice.  As  I  approached 
the  houfe,  a  dinner-bell  alarmed  my 
fears,,  left  I  had  (polled  the  dinner 
by  want  of  punctuality;  imprefud 
with  this  idea,  I  bluftied  the  deepeft 
crimion,  as  mv  name  was  repeatedly 
announced  by  the  feveral  livery  fer- 
vants  whoufliered  me  into  the  libra¬ 
ry,  hardly  knowing  what  .or  whom  I 
law  ;  at  my  fir  ft  entrance,  I  fum- 
moned  all  iny  fortitude,  and  made 
my  new-learned  bow  to  lady  Friend¬ 
ly.  But  unfortunately  in  bringing 
back  my  left  foot  to  the  third  pofi- 
tion,  I  trod  upon  the  gouty  toe  of 
poor  fir  Thomas,  who  had  followed 
clofe  at  my  heels,  to  be  the  nomen- 
clator  of  the  family.  The  confufton 
this  occaftoned  in  me,  is  hardly  to  be 
Qonceived,fince  none  but  bafhful  men 
can.  judge  of  my  diftrefsand  of  that 
deferiptiqn,  the  number  I  believe  is 
very  final].  The  baronet’s  polite - 
nefs  by  degrees  diffipated  my  con¬ 
cern  ;  and  I  was  afton idled  to  fee 
how  far  good  breeding  could  enable 
him  to  fupprefs  his  feelings,  and  to 
appear  with  perfect  eafe,  after  fo 
painful  an  accident. 

44  The  cheerfulnefs  of  her  lady- 
fivip,  and  the  familiar  chat  of  the 
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young  ladies,  infenftbly  led  me  to 
throw  off  my  referve  and  fheepifh- 
nefs,  till  at  length  I  ventured  to  join 
in  converfation,  and  even  to  ftart 
frefh  fubjedts.  The  library  being 
richly  furniftied  with  hooks  in  ele¬ 
gant  bindings,  I  conceived  fir  Tho¬ 
mas  to  be  a  man  of  literature,  and 
ventured  to  give  my  opinion  con¬ 
cerning  the  feveral  editions  of  the 
Greek  daffies,  in  which  the  baro¬ 
net’s  opinion  exactly  coincided  with 
my  own.  To  this  iubjedl  I  wasled, 
by  obferving  an  edition  of  Xeno¬ 
phon  in  fixteen  volumes,  which  (as 
I  had  never  before  heard  of  fuch  a 
thing)  greatly  excited  my  curiofity, 
and  I  rofe  up  to  examine  what  it 
could  be :  fir  Thomas  faw  what  I 
was  about,  and  (as  I  fuppoTe)  will¬ 
ing  to  fave  me  trouble,  rofe  to  take 
down  the  book,  which  made  me 
more  eager  to  p  -event  him,  and  haft 
tily  laying  my  hand  on  the  firft  vo¬ 
lume,  I  pulled  it  forcibly  ;  but  lo  ! 
inftead  of  books,  a  board,  which 
by  leather  and  gilding  had  been 
made  to  look  like  fixteen  volumes, 
came  tumbling  down  and  unluckily 
pit  lied  upon  a  Wedgwood  ink-ftand! 
on  the  table  under  it.  In  vain  did 
fir  Thomas  affure  me,  there  was  no 
harm  ;  I  faw  the  ink  dreaming  from 
an  inlaid  table  on  the  T urkey  carpet, 
and  (farce  knowing  what  I  did,  at¬ 
tempted  to  flop  its  progrefs  witn  my 
cambrick  handkerchief.  In  the 
height  of  this  confufton,  we  were  in¬ 
formed  that  dinner  was  ferved  up, 
and  I  with  joy  perceived  that  the 
bell,  which  at  firft  fo  alarmed  my 
fears,  was  only  the  half-hour  dinner- 
bell. 

44  In  walking  through  the  hall, 
and  fuite  of  apartments  to  the  din¬ 
ing  room,  I  had  time  to  collect  my 
fcattered  fenfes,  and  was  defired  to 
take  my  feat  betwixt  lady  Friendly 
and  her  eldeft  daughter  at  the  table. 
Since  the  fail  of  the  wooden  Xeno¬ 
phon, 
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phon,  my  face  had  been  continually 
burning  like  a  firebrand,  and  I  was 
juft  beginning  to  recover  myfelf,  and 
to  feel  comfortably  cool,  when  an 
imlooked  for  accident,  rekindled  all 
my  heat  and  blufhes.  Having  fet 
my  plate  of  foup  too  near  the  edge 
the  table,  in  bowing  to  Mifs  Dinah, 
who  politely  complimented  the  pat¬ 
tern  of  my  waiftcoat,  I  tumbled 
the  whole  fcalding  contents  into  my 
lap.  Infpiteof  an  immediate  fup- 
plv  of  napkins  to  wipe  the  furface 
of  my  cloaths,  my  black  breeches 
were  not  ftout  enough  to  have  me 
from  the  painful  effects  of  this  Hid¬ 
den  fomentation,  and  for  force  mi¬ 
nutes,  my  legs  and  thighs  feemed 
Hewing  in  a  boiling  cauldron  ;  but 
recollecting  how  fir  Thomas  had 
difguifed  his  torture,  when  I  trod 
upon  his  toe,  I  firmly  bore  my  pain 
in  filenc.e,  and  fat  with  my  lower  ex¬ 
tremities  parboiled,  amidft  the  fti- 
fied  giggling  of  the  ladies  and  the 
fervants. 

44  I  will  not  relate  the  feveral 
blunders  which  I  made  during  the 
firft  courfe,  or  the  diftrefs  occafioned 
by  my  being  defired  to  carye  a  fowl, 
or  help  to  various  difties  that  ftood 
near  me,  fpilling  a  fauce-boat,  and 
knocking  down  a  falt-feller  ;  rather 
Jet  me  jhaften  to  the  fecond  courfe, 
64  where  ffefti  difafters  overwhelmed 
44  me  quite.” 

44  I  had  a  piece  of  rich  fweet 
pudding  on  my  fork,  when  Mifs 
JLouifa  Friendly  begged  to  trouble 
me  for  a  pigeon,  that  ftood  near  me : 
in  rny  hafte,  fcarce  knowing  what  I 
did,  I  whipped  the  pudding  into  my 
mouth,  hot  as  a  bui  ning  coal ;  it 
was  impoftible  to  conceal  my  agony, 
sny  eyes  were  ftarting  from  their 
lockets.  At  laft,  in  fpite  of  fhame 
and  refolution,  i  was  obliged  to 
drop  the  caufe  of  torment  on  my 
plate.  Sir  Thomas  and  the  ladies 
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all  compalfion  a  ted  my  misfortune, 
and  each  advifed  a  different  appli¬ 
cation;  fine  re :om mended  oil,  rnj 
other  water,  but  all  agreed  that  wine 
was  beff  for  drawing  out  the  fire ; 
and  a  glafs  of  flierry  was  brought 
me  from  the  fideboard,  which  I 
fnatched  up  with  eagernds  :  but, 
oh!  how  fhall  I  tell  the  fequel? 
whether  the  butler  by  accident  mis¬ 
took,  or  purpofely  defigned  to 
drive  me  mad,  he  gave  me  the 
flrongeft  brandy,  with  which  I  filled 
my  mouth,  already  fayed  and  bill  • 
tered  ;  totally  unified  to  every  kind 
of  ardent  fpirits,  with  my  tongue, 
throat,  and  palate,  as  raw  as  beef, 
what  could  1  do  ?  I  could  not  fwai- 
low,  and  clapping  my  hands  upon, 
my  mouth,  the  curfed  liquor  Iquirted 
through  my  nofe  and  fingers  like  a 
fountain,  over  ail  the  difhes  ;  and 
I  was  cru filed  by  burfls  of  laughter 
from  all  quarters.  In  vain  did  fir 
Thomas  reprimand  the  fervants, 
and  lady  Friendly  chide  her  daugh¬ 
ters  :  for  the  meafure  of  my  fhame 
and  their  diverlion  was  not  yet  com¬ 
plete.  To  relieve  me  from  the  into¬ 
lerable  Hate  of  perfpiration,  which 
this  accident  had  caufed,  without 
co nfi dering  what  I  did,  I  wiped  my 
face  with  that  ill-fated  handkerchief* 
'which  was  Hill  wet  from  the  conie- 
quences  of  the  fall  of  Xenophon, 
and  covered  all  my  features  with 
breaks  of  ink  in  every  direction* 
The  baronet  himfelf  could  not  flip- 
port  this  {hock,  but  joined  his  lady 
in  the  general  laugh ;  while  £ 
fprung  from  the  table  in  defpair, 
ruffled  out  of  the  houfe,  and  ran 
home  in  an  agony  of  confufion  and 
difgrace,  which  the  moft  poignant 
fenfe  of  guilt  could  not  have  excit¬ 
ed* 

u  Thus. .  without  having  deviat¬ 
ed  from  the  path  of  moral  redtf? 
tude,  I  a rn  fuffering  torments  like  a 

;  goblin 
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u  goblin  damn’d.”  The  lower 
Saif  of  me  has  been  almoft  boiled,, 
my  tongue  and  mouth  grill’d,  and 
I  bear  the  mark  of  Cain  upon  my 
forehead ;  yet  thefe  are  but  trifling 
eonfiderations,  to  the  everlafting 
fiiame  which  I  mull  feel,  whenever 
this  adventure  fliall  be  mentioned ; 
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perhaps  by  your  afliftance,  when  my 
neighbours  know  how  much  I  ferel: 
on  the  occafion,  they  will  fpare  a 
bafhful  man,  and  (as  I  am  juft  in¬ 
formed  my  poultice  is  ready)  I  tr'uft 
you  will  excufe  the  hafte  in  which  I 
fubfcribe  myfelf,  yours,  &c.” 
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ODE  for  the  NEW  YEAR. 

1 

By  the  Rev,  T.  Warton,  B.  D.  Poet-Laureat. 

RUDE  was  the  pile,  and  mafly -proof. 

That  firfl  up-reared  its  haughty  roof 
On  Windfor’s  brow  fublime,  in  warlike  Rate? 

The  Norman  tyrant’s  jealous  hand 
The  giant-fabric  proudly  planned  : 

With  recent  victory  elate. 

44  On  this  majeflic  Reep,”  he  cried, 

44  A  regal  fortrefs,  threatening  wide, 

44  Shall  fpread  my  terrours  to  the  diftant  hills ; 

44  Its  formidable  fliade  fhall  throw 
44  Far  o’er  the  broad  expanfe  below, 

44  Where  winds  yon  mighty  flood,  and  amply  fills 
44  With  flowery  verdure,  or  with  golden  g'rain, 

44  The  faireff  fields  that  deck  my  new  domain  ! 

44  And  London’s  towers,  that  reach  the  watchman’s  eye, 
44  Shall  fee  with  confcious  awe  my  bulwarks  climb  the  Ikyfl* 

Unchang’d,  through  many  a  hardy  race, 

Stood  the  rough  dome  in  fullen  grace  ; 

Still  on  its  angry  front  defiance  frown’d  : 

Though  monarchs  kept  their  Rate  within, 

Still  murmur’d  with  the  martial  din 
The  gloomy  gate- way’s  arch  profound  ; 

And  armed  forms,  in  airy  rows, 

Bent  o’er  the  battlements  their  bows, 

And  biood-Rain’d  banners  crown’d  its  hoRile  head  ; 

Aud  oft  its  hoary  ramparts  wore 
The  rugged  fears  of  conflidt  fore  : 

What  time  pavillion’d  on  the  neighbouring  mead  ; 

Th’  indignant  barons  rang’d  in  bright  array 
Their  feudal  bands  to  curb  defpotic  fway ; 

And  leagu’d  a  Britain’s  birthright  to  reftore, 

From  John’s  reludtant  grafp  the  roll  of  freedom  bore. 
1788.  M  When 
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When  lo,  the  king  that  wreath’d  his  fhield 
With  lilies  pluck’d  on  Crefly’s  field, 

Heav’d  from  its  bafe  the  mouldering  Norman  frame!  — 
New  glory  cloth’d  th’  exulting  fteep, 

The  portals  tower’d  with  ampler  fweep  ; 

'And  Valour’s  foften’d  genius  came, 

Here  held  his  pomp,  and  trail’d  the  pall 
Of  triumph  through  the  trophied  hall ; 

;■  And  war  was  clad  awhile  in  gorgeous  weeds ; 

Amid  the  martial  pageantries, 

While  Beauty’s  glance  adjudged  the  prize, 

And  beam’d  fweet  influence  on  heroic  deeds. 

Nor  long,  ere  Henry’s  holy  zeal,  to  breathe 
A  milder  charm  upon  the  fcenes  beneath, 

Rear’d  in  the  watery  glade  his  clafiic  fhrine, 

And  call’d  his  flripling-quire,  to  woo  the  willing  Nine* 

To  this  imperial  feat  to  lend 
Its  pride  fupreme,  and  nobly  blend 
Britifli  magnificence  with  Attic  art; 

Proud  Caftle,  to  thy  banner’d  bowers, 

To!  pi  Cture  bids  her  glowing  powers 
Their  bold  hifloric  groupes  impart : 

She  bids  th’  illuminated  pane, 

Along  thy  lofty-vaulted  fane, 

Shed  the  dim  blaze  of  radiance  richly  clear.— 

Still  may  fuch  arts  of  peace  engage 
Their  patron’s  care !  But  fhould  the  rage 
Of  war  to  battle  roufe  the  new-born  year. 

Britain  arife,  and  wake  the  flumb’ring  fire, 

Vindictive  dart  thy  quick-rekindling  ire ! 

Or,  arm’d  to  flxike,  in  mercy  fpare  the  foe ; 

And  lift  thy  thundering  hand,  and  then  withhold  the  blow ! 


The  ROSE  to  Dr.  PRIESTLEY. 

By  Mrs,  Moody. 

AH!  once  to  pureft  unpoluted  fame 

I,  faireft  flower,  with  ardent  hope  afpir’d  ; 
Once  every  Mufe  rever’d  my  honour’d  name, 
And  every  eye  my  blufhing  charms  defir ’d. 

My  blooming  race  th’  immortal  bard  has  fung. 
That  firft  in  groves  of  Paradife  we  grew  ; 

That  there  we,  lovelier  bloflom’d,  fairer  fprung, 
Our  verdant  items  no  thorny  briars  knew. 


.. 
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My  fame  the  animated  canvas  fpeaks  ; 

Defcriptive  beauty  borrows  charms  from  me  ; 
Behold  my  hues  difplay’d  in  Hebe’s  cheeks ! 

The  radiant  morn  with  rofy  fingers  fee  ! 

Unblemi fil’d  long  my  moded  beauties  glow’d, 
Unbiemifh’d  fweets  thofe  beauties  fhed  around, 
And  wafted  odours  by  the  breeze  bellow’d, 

Were  balmy  treafures  in  my  bofom  found. 

The  nymphs  and  fwains,  delighting  to  inhale 
So  pure  a  breath,  oft  woo’d  the  vernal  air ; 
Prefumptuous  Science  now  defames  that  gale 
Whole  rich  effluvia  Gods  might  deign  to  fhare^ 

Deteded  ihge  I  Whofe  penetrating  eye 

Survey’s  myderious  Nature’s  fecret  powers, 

Dare  thy  experiments  my  fame  decry, 

And  rank  my  fcent  with  that  of  viled  flowers  ? 

With  night-fhade,  hellebore,  and  aconite  ? 

Whofe  noxious  juice  contains  the  livid  death, 
Who  lurk  in  deferts  far  from  mortal  fight, 

Nor  blend  with  Flora’s  fweets  their  tainted  breaths 

Ah  !  ihould  perfuafion  crown  thy  learned  lore. 

And  fame  applaud  thy  fcientific  tafle ; 

An  exile  I  from  this  luxuriant  fhore, 

On  barren  mountains  may  my  odours  wade* 

No  more  of  dimmer  *s  chofen  bowers  the  pride. 

My  leaves  expanding  to  the  orient  fun  ; 

No  more  on  beauty’s  fnowy  bread  refide  ; 

Beauty  fhall  learn  my  baleful  charms  to  ilium 

Nor  e’er  tranfplant  me  to  th’  embellifh’d  room. 

In  China’s  fplendid  vafes  to  appear  3 
Nor  round  her  couch  admit  my  dread  perfume, 

Nor  dare  to  dumber  if  the  Rofe  be  near. 

No  more  fhall  luxury,  to  give  me  birth, 

Raife  the  warm  pile  excluding  winter’s  cold  5 
Ndr,  mid  the  dreary  fcenes  of  frozen  earth, 

Court  my  reludtant  graces  to  unfold* 

Yet  know— -what e’er  thy  celebrated  art, 

Whate’er  thy  Volumes  may  prefume  to  fheVe, 

The  Rofe  (hall  grateful  pleafure  dill  impart. 

And  dill  a  welcome  fragrance  fhall  bellow* 
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Remote  from  fcience,  in  th’  unletter’d  plain, 
Where  no  philofopher  our  fame  afiails. 

There,  unreproach’d,  fhall  bloom  the  vernal  train, 
There,  unimpeach’d,  fhall  flow  our  fpicy  gales. 


ODE  to  F  A  N  C  Y. 

From  Mulligan’s  Poems. 

DELUSIVE  Fancy!  whither,  fay, 

Haft  thou  thine  artlefs  vot’ry  led, 
What  romantic  pleafures  fpread, 

To  force  a  feeling  heart  aftray? 

Deaf  to  wifdom’s  facred  lore, 

Leagu’d  with  thee,  we  leave  the  fliore, 

Among  poetic  ifles  we  fweep, 

Then  plough  the  rude  Atlantic  deep  ; 

Beneath  the  equinox  we  glow, 

Or  freeze  ’midft  frigid  Zembla’s  fnow ; 

Thou  canft  waft  the  willing  foul 
Quick  from  Indus  to  the  Pole; 

Well  we  mark  thy  mazy  round, 

Now  we  tread  enchanted  ground. 

High  hold’ll:  thou  up  thy  glow-worm  torch  to  folly, 
Orgiv’ft  a  pleaftng  gloom  to  melancholy. 

Heard’ft  thou  not  the  voice  of  anguifh 
Echo  from  yon  brazen  tow’r  ? 

There,  what  captive  damfeis  languifli 
In  a  ruthlefs  tyrant’s  power ; 

And  noble  dames,  whole  radiant  eyes 
Might  challenge  love  Tick  Petrarch’s  fighs ; 

And  haplefs  knights,  in  dreary  cells 
Confin’d  by  necromantic  fpells  ; 

Till  within  helm  and  hauberk  bright. 

Virtue’s  champion  braves  the  fight. 

Mark  each  bold,  each  manly  deed  — — 

Monfter,  thou  unmourn’d  (halt  bleed ! 

Solemn  founds  aflail  the  ear  ; 

Now  lighter  airs  float  on  the  gale. 

Such  as  bards  were  wont  to  hear 
Near  each  haunted  hill  and  dale. 

Fairy  gambols  now  are  feen 
On  the  dew-befpangled  green, 

•  Quaintly  there  with  fports  and  pleafures. 

Tripping  to  fantalftic  meafures  ; 

While  the  regent  of  the  night 
Pours  full  orb’d  her  borrow’d  light : 

Rob’d  in  gay  clouds,  behold  thy  courtly  train 
Majeftic  move,  and  brighten  all  the  plam, 
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Big  with  feats  in  days  of  yore,  , 

Thou  unfold’d:  thy  fabled  ftore ; 

Whilft  upon  thine  ample  ft  age 
Chiefs  and  demigods  engage. 

Soft  as  Philomela’s  drain,  * 

Hark  !  thy  love-born  nymphs  complain  ; 

Blear  yon  ftreamlet’s  fedgy  fide. 

Shepherd  fwains  incrcafe  the  tide  ; 

Or  by  falls  of  waters  meeting, 

Sweet  eft  madrigals  repeating. 

Now  fee  Gothic  domes  arife, 

Puiftant  knights  in  armour  fhine ! 

Glitt’ring  turrets  meet  the  Ikies, 

Surry  hoafts  his  Geraldine. - - 

Hark !  the  fiiver  trumpets  found. 

Each  beftrides  his  foaming  fteed ; 

Shouts  of  victory  aftound  ! 

Beauty  now  is  valour’s  meed. 

Thou  giv’ft  the  charge,  and  Arthur  cries  to  arms, 

Or  great  Godfredo  half  the  world  alarms. 

Borne  on  thy  gilded  plumes,  the  Mufes  ling 
Of  youthful  graces,  join’d  with  fmilmg  love ; 

For  thee  the  fwains  their  blooming  chaplets  bring, 

With  fatal  lures  thou  deck’d:  each  fliady  grove. 

Let  thy  fprightly  troop  advance  ; 

Now  they,  join  in  feftive  dance, 

Beating  brifk  the  daifey’d  ground 
To  the  flute’s  and  hautboy’s  found, 

Lo  !  they  wander  thro’  the  glade, 

Bleft  each  with  his  bright-ey’d  maid, 

Or  in  aramanthine  bow’rs 

II eft  on  beds  of  new-blown  flow’rs. 

Laughing  Love  with  rofy  wings, 

And  Friendfhip  glowing  by  his  fide, 

Ply  the  oars  and  filken  firings, 

As  down  life’s  ftream  we  gently  glide: 

Still  before  the  ravifli’d  fight 
Skim  ftrange  prpfpedls  of  delight ; 

But  foon  we  find  thine  airy  form  deceive  ; 

And  wretched  they  who  in  thy  wiles  believe. 

What  then  avails  the  Poet’s  lay  ? 

Say,  can  it  happinefs  beftow  ? 

Or  can  imaginary  woe 
A  moment’s  poignant  grief  betray  ? 

When  o’er  thy  panfy’d  paths  I’ve  ftray’d, 

Or  figh’d  beneath  the  woodbine  fhade, 

Whole  branches  wantonly  entwine 
The  blufhing  rofe  and  eglantine  5 
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When  all  around,  and  all  above, 

Seem’d  like  my  fair  to  whifper  love  : 

Thy  flatt’ring  pencil  drew  each  grace, 

Her  temper  heav’nly  as  her  face  ; 

Pure  as  the  fountain’s  limpid  ftream 
Gentle  as  Cynthia’s  filver  beam. 

When  rous’d  by  Friendlhip’s  gen’rous  name, 

I  at  thy  magic  call  appear’d, 

My  foul,  unfpotted,  felt  the  flame, 

And  ev’ry  wifh  with  friendfliip  fliar’d. 

No  more  thy  tranfports,  or  thy  charms,  I’ll  prove, 
Fickle  alike  in  Friendfliip,  and  in  Love  J 

In  days  of  funfhine,  days  of  eafe, 

’Tis  then  thou’rt  dreft  in  all  thy  pride, 

’Tis  then  thy  gaudy  phantoms  pleafe. 

And  ev’ry  fear  and  care  deride  : 

But  when  tempefts  rend  the  breaft, 

And  the  mind  with  madnefs  boils, 

Or  defp’rate  love  the  reafon  foils, 

Thou  leav’fl:  us  lonely  and  opprefh 
From  forrow’s  thorny  couch  thy  pleafures  fly, 

As  the  gay  vifion  fliuns  approaching  day  ; 

Nor  love  nor  friendfliip *s  lenient  hand  apply, 

At  laft  too  fure  thy  vot’ries  to  betray. 

No  more,  no  more,  thou  fafcinating  pow’r  l 
Peluflve  meteor  of  an  idle  hour  !” 


The  Naturalist’s  SUMMER’S  EVENING  WALK, 
[From  White’s  Natural  History  ©f  Seleorne.] 


- - equidem  credo,  quia  fit  divinitus  illis 

Jngenium.  Virg.  Georg. 

WHEN  day  declining  flieds  a  milder  gleam, 

What  time  the  May-fly  haunts  the  pool  or  ftream ; 
When  the  Hill  owl  fldms  round  the  grafly  mead, 

What  time  the  timorous  hare  limps  forth  to  feed  ; 

Then  be  the  time  to  fteal  adown  the  vale, 

And  liften  to  the  vagrant  cuckoo’s  tale  ; 

To  hear  the  clamorous  curlew  call  his  mate. 

Or  the  foft  quail  his  tender  pain  relate ; 

To  fee  the  fwailow  fweep  the  dark’ning  plain 
Belated,  to  fupport  her  infant-train  ; 

To  mark  the  fwift  in  rapid  giddy  ring 
Pafli  round  the  fteeple,  unfubdu’d  of  wings 
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Amulive  birds !—  fay  where  your  hid  retreat 
When  the  froft  rages  and  the  tempefts  beat ; 

Whence  your  return,  by  fuch  nice  inftindt  led,, 

When  fpring,  foft  feafon,  lifts  her  bloomy  head  ? 

Such  baffled  fearches  mock  man’s  prying  pride. 

The  G  O  D  of  Nature  is  your  fecret  guide, 

1 

While  deep’ning  fflades  obfcure  the  face  of  day 
To  yonder  bench  leaf-fheJter’d  let  us  (fray, 

'Till  blended  objects  fail  the  fwimming  light. 

And  all  the  fading  landfcape  links  in  night ; 

To  hear  the  drowfy  dor  come  brufhing  by 
With  buzzing  wing,  or  the  fhriil  cricket  cry  ; 

To  fee  the  feeding  bat  glance  through  the  wood  j 
To  catch  the  diffant  falling  of  the  flood; 

While  o’er  the  cliff  th’  awaken’d  churn-owl  hung 
Through  the  ftill  gloom  protradls  his  chattering  fong  ; 

While  high  in  air,  and  pois’d  upon  his  wings, 

Unfeen,  the  foft  enamour’d  woodlark  lings  : 

Thefe  Nature’s  works,  the  curious  mind  employ, 

Infpire  a  foothing  melancholy  joy  : 

As  fancy  warms,  a  pleaflng  kind  of  pain 

Steals  o’er  the  cheek  and  thrills  the  creeping  vein  ! 

Each  rural  fight,  each  found,  each  frnell,  combine  ; 

The  tinkling  ffieep-bell,  or  the  breath  of  kine  ; 

The  new-mown  hay  that  fcents  the  fwelling  breeze. 

Or  cottage-chimney  finoking  through  the  trees® 

The  chilling  night-dews  fall ;  -  away  retire  ; 

For  fee,  the  glow-worm  lights  her  amorous  Are  ! 

Thus,  ere  night’s  veil  had  half-obfcur’d  the  Iky, 

Th’  impatient  damfel  hung  her  lamp  on  high : 

True  to  the  lignal,  by  love’s  meteor  led, 

JLeander  haften’d  to  his  Hero’s  bed. 

ODE  on  his  MAJESTY’S  BIRTH-DAY. 

By  the  Rev,  T.  War  ton.  B.  D.  Poet  Laureat. 

WHAT  native  genius  taught  the  Britons  bold 
To  guard  their  fea-girt  cliffs  of  old  ? 

5T was  Liberty  :  Die  taught  difdain 
Of  death,  of  Rome’s  imperial  chain. 

She  bade  the  Druid  harp  to  battle  found, 

In  tones  prophetic,  through  the  gloom  profound 
Of  forefts  hoar,  with  holy  foliage  hung; 

From  grove  to  grove  the  pealing  prelude  rung ; 
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Belinus  call’d  his  painted  tribes  around, 

And,  rough  with  many  a  veteran  fear, 

Swept  the  pale  legions  with  the  feythed  car, 

While  baffled  Csefar  fled,  to  gain 
An  eafler  triumph  on  Pharfalia’s  plain ; 

And  left  the  ftubborn  ifle  to  hand  elate 
Amidft  a  conquer’d  world,  in  lone  majeftic  (late  I 
•'  .  .  \ 

A  kindred  fpirit  foon  to  Britain’s  fhore 
The  fons  of  Saxon  Eiva  bore  ; 

Fraught  with  th’  unconquerable  foul, 

■  Who  died  to  drain  the  warrior-bowl, 

In  that  bright  hall,  where  Odin’s  Gothic  throne 
With  the  broad  blaze  of  brandifli’d  falchions  fnone  $ 

Where  the  long  roofs  rebounded  to  the  din 
Of  fpedtre  chiefs,  who  feafted  far  within  ; 

Yet  not  intent  on  dreadful  deeds  alone, 

They  felt  the  fires  of  focial  zeal, 

The  peaceful  wifdom  of  the  public  weal  ; 

Though  nurs’d  in  arms  and  hardy  ffrife, 

They  knew  to  frame  the  plans  of  temper’d  life  ; 

The  king’s,  the  people’s,  balanc’d  claims  to  found 
On  one  eternal  bafe,  indiflolubly  bound. 

Sudden,  to  fhake  the  Saxon’s  mild  domain, 

Rufh’d  in  rude  fwarms  the  robber  Dane, 

From  frozen  waftes,  and  caverns  wild, 

To  genial  England’s  feenes  beguil’d  ; 

And  in  his  clamorous  van  exulting  came 
The  demons  foul  of  famine  and  of  flame  : 

Witnefs  the  fheep-clad  fummits,  roughly  crown’d 
With  many  a  frowning  fofs,  and  airy  mound, 

Which  yet  his  defultory  march  proclaim! — . 

Nor  ceas’d  the  tide  of  gore  to  flow, 

Till  Alfred’s  laws  allur’d  th’  inteltine  foe ; 

And  Harold  calm’d  his  headlong  rage  , 

To  brave  atchievement,  and  to  counfel  fage  ; 

For  oft  in  favage  breafls  the  buried  feeds 
Of  brooding  virtue  live,  and  freedom’s  faireft  deeds ! 

But  fee,  triumphant  o’er  the  fouthern  wave, 

The  Norman  (weeps !— 1 Tho’  fir  ft  he  gave 
New  grace  to  Britain’s  naked  plain, 

With  arts  and  manners  in  his  train  ; 

And  many  a  fane  he  rear’d,  that  ftill  fublime 
In  mafly  pomp  has  mock’d  the  ftealth  of  time  ; 

And  caftle  fair,  that,  ftript  of  half  its  towers, 

From  fome  broad  fteep  in  (hatter ’d  glory  lours ; 

Yet  brought  he  (Every  from  a  fofter  clime 
Each  eye,  the  curfeu’s  note  fevere 
(That  now  but  foothes  the  mufing  poet’s  ear) 
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At  the  new  tyrant’s  ftern  command, 

Warn’d  to  unwelcome  reft  a  wakeful  land  ; 

While  proud  oppreftion  o’er  the  ravifh’d  field 

High  rais’d  his  armed  hand,  and  fhook  the  feudal  ftiield. 

Stoop’d  then  that  freedom  to  defpotic  fway, 

For  which,  in  many  a  fierce  affray, 

The  Britons  bold,  the  Saxons  bled, 

His  Danifh  javelins  Lefwin  led 
O’er  Haftings’  plain,  to  ftay  the  Norman  yoke  ? 

She  felt,  but  to  refill,  the  fudden  ftroke : 

The  tyrant -baron  grafp’d  the  patriot’s  fteel, 

And  taught  the  tyrant-king  its  force  to  feel ; 

And  quick  revenge  the  regal  bondage  broke. 

And  ftill  unchang’d  and  uncontrolled. 

Its  refcued  rights  lhall  the  dread  empire  hold : 

For  io,  revering  Britain’s  caufe, 

A  king  new  luftre  lends  to  native  laws ! 

The  facred  Sovereign  of  this  feftal  day 
On  Albion’s  old  renown  refte&s  a  kindred  ray  ! 


E  U  L  O  G  I  U  M  on  WILLIAM  XXL 
[From  Mr.  Hayley’s  Occasional  Stanzas. 

i  * 

Written  at  the  Requeff  of  the  Revolution  Society.] 

IT*  O  R  Britain,  and  for  human  kind, 

*  To  raife  the  proffrate  form  of  law. 

Attentive  Virtue  held  her  feat,  enftirin’d 
In  thy  unconquerable  foul,  Naffau  1 
Heroes,  by  viblory  more  careft, 

The  fiery  bolts  of  war  have  hurl’d, 

And  conquerors  have  liv’d  of  earth  the  peft  ; 

But  Glory’s  felf,  from  all  her  flags  unfurl’d, 

Counts  not  a  name  like  thine  a  blefling  to  the  world. 

Deprefs’d,  difhonour’d,  wrong’d,  enthrall’d, 

Withering  in  iliame’s  foul-blighting  fliade. 

To  thee  our  deeply-fuffering  country  call’d, 

As  innocence  to  heaven,  fecure  of  aid  ; 

For  well  fhe  knew  thy  fpirit’s  force, 

Which,  firm  as  a  defenfive  tower, 

Checking  outrageous  devaftation’s  courfe, 

StoodJ  in  thy  nation’s  dark  defpairing  hour, 

The  champion  of  diftrefs,  the  fcourge  of  lawlefs  power. 
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Purefl  of  princely  names !  unfway’d 
By  bafe  ambition’s  fordid  fprings, 

In  thee  the  refcued  world  was  richly  paid 
For  the  oppreflive  crimes  of  prouder  kings  : 

The  Gallic  defpot,  in  his  dreams 
Of  v/ide  tinlimited  controul, 

Tho’  flattery,  rich  in  fancy’s  magic  beams, 

Blazon’d  him  high  on  Glory’s  gorgeous  roll. 

Sunk  into  dim  eclipfe  beneath  thy  brighter  foul* 

As  in  the  feas,  where  fultry  air 
The  wildly-torturous  wave  impels. 

Hideous,  and  hoflile  to  the  feaman’s  prayer. 

The  watery  column  of  perdition  fivelis  : 

Yet  haply  a  corrective  power 

The  vex’d  and  maddening  waters  feel ; 

Tho’  in  their  fpiral  force  fate  feems  to  lower. 

The  mafs,  portentous  to  the  veffel’s  weal, 

DilTolves  at  the  approach  of  fcience-pointed  fteeh 

So,  rais’d  by  bigotry’s  hot  breath. 

And  pregnant  with  unnumber’d  woes. 

With  every  form  of  danger  and  of  death, 

Hdre  the  ftrange  bulk  of  tyranny  arofe  ; 

And  fo,  when  freedom’s  darken’d  ifle. 

The  baleful  prodigy  deplored, 

So,  brave  Naffau  !  this  fudden  upflart  pile, 

This  public  mifery’s  tempeftuous  hoard, 

Difpers’d  before  the  point  of  thy  preferving  fword. 

Science,  religion,  every  power 

Friendly  to  earth  and  true  to  heaven, 

Exulted  in  the  bleft  and  bloodlefs  hour, 

When  freedom’s  fceptre  to  thy  fway  was  given  ; 

The  probity  that  rul’d  thy  heart, 

And  taught  the  fearful  to  rejoice 
Scorning  to  awe  with  force  or  lure  with  art, 

Left  refcu’d  liberty’s  reviving  voice 
To  fix  in  free  debate  the  fovereign  of  her  choice, 

Confcious  of  all  a  monarch’s  care, 

And  firm  his  duties  to  fulfil, 

Thy  generous  fpirit,  with  a  guardian’s  air. 

Receiv’d  the  gift  of  her  unbiafs’d  will  ; 

By  freedom  crown’d,  for  her  thy  life. 

That  never  fear’d  the  florms  of  fate, 

Was  freely  flak’d  in  peril’s  diftant  ftrife, 

When,  arm’d  with  Gallic 'war’s  prefumptuous  weight, 

The  recreant  James  reclaim’d  his  abdicated  hate. 
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ST  AN  XAS  read  on  the  Day  of  the  Publication  of  Mr.  Gxbso&V 
Continuation  of  his  History  ;  which  was  alfo  his  Birth-day.  By 
Mr.  Hayley. 


GENII  of  England  and  of  Rome  ! 
In  mutual  triumph  here  aftiime 
The  honours  each  may  claim  ! 

This  fecial  fcene  with  fmiles  furvey ! 
And  confecrate  the  feftive  day 
To  friendfhip  and  to  fame! 


Enough,  by  defolation’s  tide, 

With  anguifh,  and  malignant  pride, 

Has  Rome  bewail’d  her  fate  ; 

And  mourn’d  that  time  in  havock’s  hour. 
Defac’d  each  monument  of  power 
To  fpeak  her  truly  great. 


O’er  maim’d  Polybius,  juft  and  fage, 

O’er  Livy’s  mutilated  page, 

How  deep  was  her  regret ! 

Touch’d  by  this  queen,  in  ruin  grand, 

See !  Glory,  by  an  Englifh  hand, 

Now  pays  a  mighty  debt. 

Lo  !  facred  to  the  Roman  name, 

And  rais’d,  like  Rome’s  immortal  fame. 

By  genius  and  by  toil, 

The  fplendid  work  is  crown’d  to-day. 

On  which  oblivion  ne’er  fhallprey, 

Nor  envy  make  her  fpoil  I 

England,  exult !  and  view  not  now 
With  jealous  glance  each  nation’s  brow. 

Where  Hiftory’s  palm  has  fpread ! 

In  every  path  of  liberal  art, 

Thy  fons  to  prime  diftinblion  Hart, 

And  no  fuperior  dread. 

Science  for  thee  a  Newton  rais’d  $ 

For  thy  renown  a  Shakfpeare  blaz’d, 

Lord  of  the  drama’s  Iphere  ! 

In  different  fields  to  equal  praife  > 

See  Hiflory  now  thy  Gibbon  raife 
To  fhine  without  a  peer  ! 

Eager  to  honour  living  worth, 

And  blefs  to-day  the  double  birth, 

That  proudefi  joy  may  claim  ; 

Let  artlefs  truth  this  homage  pay, 

And  confecrate  the  feftive  day 
To  friendfhip  and  to  fame, 


ELEGY 
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ELEGY,  written  on  the  Plain  of  Fontenot* 

[From  the  Poetry  of  Anna  Matilda.] 

CHILL  blows  the  blafi,  and  twilight’s  dewy  hand 
Draws  in  the  weft  her  dniky  veil  away  ; 

A  deeper  Piadow  Peals  along  the  land, 

And  Nature  mufes  at  the  death  of  day  ! 

Near  this  bleak  wafie  no  friendly  manlion  rears 
Its  walls,  where  mirth,  and  fociai  joys  refound, 

But  each  fad  object  melts  the  foul  to  tears, 

While  horror  treads  the  fcatter’d  bones  around. 

As  thus,  alone  and  comfortlefs  I  roam, 

Wet  with  the  drizling  Piow’r,  I  ligh  fincere  ; 

1  caft  a  fond  look  tow’rds  my  native  home, 

And  think  what  valiant  Britons  perifh’d  here. 

Yes,  the  time  was,  nor  very  far  the  date, 

When  carnage  here  her  crimfon  toil  began  ; 

When  nations’  Pandards  wav’d  in  threat’ning  Pate, 

And  man  the  murd’rer  met  the  rnurd’rer  man. 

For  war  is  murder,  tho’  the  voice  of  kings 
Has  Pyl’d  it  juPice,  Pyl’d  it  glory  too  S 
Yet  from  worP  motives,  fierce  ambition  fprings, 

And  there,  fix’d  prejudice  is  all  we  view ! 

But  fure,  5tis  heaven’s  immutable  decree, 

For  thoufands  ev’ry  age  in  fight  to  fall ; 

Some  nat’ral  caufe  prevails,  we  cannot  fee, 

And  that  is  pate,  which  we  Ambition  call. 

O  let  th’  afpiring  warrior  think  with  grief, 

That  as  produc’d  by  chymic  art  refin’d  ;  - - - 

So  glitt’ring  conqueP,  from  the  laurel-leaf 
Extradts  a  gen’ral  poifon  for  mankind. 

Here  let  him  wander  at  the  midnight  hour, 

Thefe  morbid  rains,  thefe  gelid  gales  to  meet  ; 

And  mourn,  like  me,  the  ravages  of  pow’r  ! 

And  feel,  like  me,  that  vidt’ry  is  defeat ! 

Nor  deem,  ye  vain  !  that  e’er  I  mean  to  fwell 
My  feeble  verfe  with  many  a  founding  name  ; 

Of  fuch,  the  mercenary  bard  may  tell, 

And  call  fuch  dreary  defolation,  fame. 
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The  genuine  Mufe  removes  the  thin  difguife 

That  cheats  the  world,  whene’er  fhe  deigns  to  fing 
And  full  as  meritorious  to  her  eyes 

Seems  the  poor  foldier,  as  the  mighty  king  ! 

Alike  I  Ihun  in  labour’d  ftrain  to  fhow, 

How  Britain  more  than  triumph’d,  tho’  hie  fled, 
Where  Louis  flood,  where  ftalk’d  the  column  how  ; 
I  turn  from  thefe,  and  dwell  upon  the  dead* 

Yet  much  my  beating  breaft  refpecls  the  brave ; 

Too  well  I  love  them  not  to  mourn  their  fate, 

Why  hiould  they  feek  for  greatnefs  in  the  grave  ? 
Their  hearts  are  noble  —  and  in  life  they  ’re  great. 

Nor  think  ’tisbut  in  war  the  brave  excel, — - — . 

To  Valour  ev’iy  virtue  is  allied  ! 

Here  faithful  friendfhip  ’mid  the  battle  fell, 

And  love,  true  love,  in  bitter  anguifh  died, 

Alas  !  the  folemn  daughter  I  retrace. 

That  checks  life’s  current  cirling  thro’  my  veins, 
Bath’d  in  moift  forrow,  many  a  beauteous  face, 

And  gave  a  grief,  perhaps,  that  ftili  remains. 

I  can  no  more— an  agony  too  keen, 

Abforbs  rny  fenfes,  and  my  mind  fubdues, 

Hard  were  that  heart  which  here  could  beat  ferentf, 

Or  the  juft  tribute  of  a  pang  refufe. 

But  io  !  thro’  yonder  op’ning  clouds  afar 
Shoots  the  bright  planet’s  fanguinary  ray, 

That  bears  thy  name,  fictitious  lord  of  war ! 

And  with  red  luftre  guides  my  lonely  way. 

Then  Fontenoy,  farewel  !  Yet  much  I  fear, 
(Wherever  chance  my  courfe  compels)  to  find 
Dilcord  and  blood— the  thrilling  founds  i  hear, 

**  The  noife  of  battle  hurtles  in  the  wind.” 

From  barb’rous  Turkey  to  Britannia’s  ihore, 
Oppofing  int’refts  into  rage  increafe ; 

Deftrudtion  rears,  her  feeptre,  tumults  roar, 

Ah  !  where  fhali  haplefs  man  repofe  in  peace  . 
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STANZAS  to  D  E  LLA  C  R  U  S  A,  occafioned  by  the  above  Elegy* 

[From  the  fame  Work,] 

HUSH’D  be  each  ruder  note  !  —  fo ft  filence  fpread. 

With  ermine  hand,  thy  cobweb  robe  around  ; 

Attention  !  pillow  my  reclining  head, 

Whilft  eagerly  I  catch  the  golden  found. 

Ha!  what  a  tone  was  that,  which  floating  near. 

Seem’d  harmony’s  full  foul— -whofe  is  the  lyre  ? 

Which  feizing  thus  on  my  enraptur’d  ear. 

Chills  with  its  force,  yet  melts  me  with  its  fire. 

Ah  dull  of  heart !  thy  minftrel’s  touch  not  know. 

What  bard  but  Della  Crufa  boafts  fuch  fkill  ? 

From  him  alone,  thofe  melting  notes  can  flow— 

He  only  knows  adroitly  thus  to  trill. 

Well  have  I  left  the  groves,  which  fishing  wave 
Amidft  November’s  blafts  their  naked  arms, 

Whilft  their  red  leaves  fall  flutt’ring  to  their  grave. 

And  give  again  to  duff  May’s  vernal  charms. 

Well  have  I  left  the  air-embofom’d  hills. 

Where  fprightly  health  in  verdant  bufkin  plays  ; 

Forfaken  fallow  meads,  and  circling  mills, 

And  thyme-drefs’d  heaths,  where  the  foft  flock  yet  ftrays* 

Obfcuring  fmoak,  and  air  impure  I  greet. 

With  the  coarfe  din  that  trade  and  folly  form. 

For  here  the  Mufe’s  fon  again  I  meet - - 

I  catch  his  notes  amidft  the  vulgar  ftorrn. 

His  notes  now  bear  me,  penfive,  to  the  plain, 

Cloth’d  by  a  verdure  drawn  from  Britain’s  heart ; 

Whofe  heroes  bled  fuperior  to  their  pain, 

Sunk,  crown’d  with  glory,  and  contemn’d  the  fmart. 

Soft,  as  he  leads  me  round  th’  enfanguin’d  fields, 

The  laurel’d  {hades  forfake  their  grafiy  tomb. 

The  burfting  fod  its  palid  inmate  yields, 

And  o’er  th’  immortal  wafte  their  fpirits  roam. 

Obedient  to  the  Mufe  the  a<fts  revive 

Which  time  long  paft  had  veil’d  from  mortal  ken. 

Embattled  fquadrons  rufh,  as  when  alive, 

And  ftudowy  falchions  gleam  o’er  ihadowy  men. 

Ah, 
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Ah,  who  art  thou,  who  thus  with  frantic  air 
Fly’ft  fearlefs  to  fupport  that  bleeding  youth ; 

Binds  his  deep  gafhes  with  thy  glowing  hair. 

And  dieft  befide  him,  to  atteft  thy  truth  ? 

44  His  lifter  I ;  an  orphan’d  pair,  we  griev’d 
44  For  parents  long  at  reft  within  the  grave, 

sc  By  a  falfe  guardian  of  our  wealth  bereav’d— — 

44  The  little  all  parental  care  con’d  fave, 

44  Chill  look’d  the  world,  and  chilly  grew  our  hearty 
44  Oh  !  where  fhall  Poverty  expeCt  a  fmile  ? 

44  Grofs  lawlefs  love,  afftimed  its  ready  arts, 

44  And  all  befet  was  I,  with  fraud  and  guile, 

44  My  Henry  fought  the  war,  and  drop’d  the  tears 
44  Of  love  fraternal  as  he  bade  farewel ; 

44  But  fear  foon  made  me  rife  above  my  fears - - 

44  I  follow’d— and  fate  toll’s  our  mutual  kneLL’ 9 

Chafte  maiden  reft  ;  and  brighter  fpring  the  green 
That  decorates  the  turf  thy  bloom  will  feed  \ 

And  oh,  in  fofteft  mercy  ’twas  I  ween, 

To  worth  like  thine,  a  brother’s  grave’s  decreed 

The  dreadful  ftiriek  of  death  now  darts  around, 

The  hollow  winds  repeat  each  tortur’d  ftgh, 

Deep  bitter  groans,  frill  deeper  groans  refound, 

Whilft  fathers,  brothers,  lovers,  hufbands  die  ! 

Turn  from  this  fpot,  bleft  bard  !  thy  mental  eye  f 
To  hamlets,  cities,  empires,  bend  its  beam ! 

3Twill  there  fuch  multiplying  deaths  decry,  1 

That  all  before  thee ’ll  but  an  abftraCf  feerm* 

Why  wafte  thy  tears  o’er  this  contracted  plain  ? 

The  Iky  which  canopies  the  fobs  of  breath. 

Sees  the  whole  earth  one  fcene  of  mortal  pain. 

The  vaft,  the  univerfal  bed  of  death ! 

Where  do  not  hufbands,  fathers,  dying  moan  ? 

Where  do  not  mothers,  fitters,  orphans  weep  ? 

Where  is  not  heard  the  laft  expiring  groan, 

Or  the  deep  throttle  of  the  deathful  deep  i 

If,  as  philofophy  doth  often  mufe, 

44  A  ftate  of  war,  is  natural  ftate  to  man,” 

Battle’s  the  ficknefs  bravery  would  chufe — — 

Nobleft  difeafe  in  nature’s  various  plan! 
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Let  vulgar  fouls  Poop  to  the  fever';s  rage, 

Or  flow,  beneath  pale  atrophy  depart, 

With  gout  and  fcrophula  weak  variance  wage, 

Or  fink,  with  forrow  cankering  at  the  heart ; 

Thefe,  be  to  common  minds,  th’  unwifh’d  decree! 

The  firm  fele£t  an  illnefs  more  fublime  ; 

By  languid  pains,  fcorn  their  high  fouls  to  free, 

But  feek  the  fword’s  fwift  edge,  and  fpurn  at  time® 

.  FATAL  EFFECTS  of  MONASTIC  SECLUSION. 
[From  Birch’s  Abbey  of  Ambresbury.] 

OH!  were  thefe  walls  permitted  to  rehearfe, 

Or  might  our  retrofpedlive  vifion  pierce 
Time’s  facred  volume,  through  each  crouded  page 
Dark  with  the  annals  of  thine  iron  age, 

What  monuments  of  blind,  miitaken  zeal, 

The  faithful  record  would  at  once  reveal ! 

Myriads  of  youth  by  thy  deftrudlive  fpell 
Sent  living  fun’rals  to  the  cloifler’d  cell ; 

Condemn’d  the  wretched  penance  to  abide 
Of  foul  hypocrify  and  monkifh  pride. 

Each  warm  affedtion  and  paternal  care 
Left  unrequited  for  the  pomp  of  pray’r  ; 

Each  focial  duty,  each  endearing  tye, 

The  foul’s  beft  bond,  its  native  fympathy, 

And  thofe  few  virtues  which  our  natures  own, 

Alike  forgotten,  or  alike  unknown. 

There  the  pale  veftal  to  thy  flirine  betray’d, 

Her  fpirits  wafted,  and  her  bloom  decay’d, 

All  melancholy  mourns  the  ling’ring  day, 

Forbid  to  feel  and  tutor’d  how  to  pray ; 

Taught  to  confefs  thro’  the  unblufhing  grate 
Thole  fins  (if  fins)  the  darkfome  walls  create, 

While  foft  confeffion  and  reludlant  pray’r 
Follow  the  bead  lefs  frequent  than  the  tear  : 

And  from  the  lonely  midnight  couch  arife 
The  lovely  captive’s  ineffedhial  fighs. 

With  filent  anguifh  is  her  bofom  torn 
And  native  tranfports  ftruggling  to  be  born  ;  — — • 

The  figh  of  meek  compaffion,  faithful  gueft  i 
Supreme  and  facred  in  the  female  breaft ; 

The  foft  vibrations  of  the  tender  vow. 

And  all  the  namelefs  extacies  that  flow 
From  kindred  harmony,  domeftic  peace, 

Maternal  rapture,  and  connubial  blifs. 

Add  too  the  mild  fenfations  which  await 
The  daily  comforts  of  the  crouded  gate. 
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Whofe  bounty  never  fails  the  poor  to  blefs 
Like  Heaven’s  own  manna,  in  the  wildernels; 

Where  ftreafns  no  borrow,  where  the  Tons  of  need 
Are  cloth’d  if  naked,  and  if  hungry  fed  :  - — — 

Thofe  blamelefs  tranfports  of  the  virtuous  mind 
From  Heav’n  defcended,  and  by  Fleav’n  delign’d 
To  foothe  our  fad  variety  of  woe. 

And  harmonize  the  hate  of  man  below* 

Such  might  have  render’d  many  a  veflal  dear. 

The  fun  and  folace  of  her  focial  fphere. 

But  thefe  expir’d  at  fome  foul  daemon’s  hour, 
Crufh’d  by  the  iron  hand  of  papal  pow’r. 

Hard  flate  S  the  loul  of  fympathy  deny’d 
To  fhare  the  pleafure,  or  the  pain  divide  ; 
jovlefs  herfelf :  to  others’ joys  unknown, 

.She  drops  no  tear  for  borrow  but  her  own j 
Till  pining  in  the  fohtar.y  gloom, 

She  links  unpity’d  to  an  early  tomb* 

* 

Thus  droops  the  beauteous  plant  of  tender  birth. 
When  rudely  fever’d  from  its  parent  earth : 

Tho’  all  alluring  to  the  ipoiler’s  view 
The  grace  and  fragrance  of  the  vale  it  grew. 

In  fome  dank  cave  its  dying  fweets  exhale, 

Where  cheers  no  fun,  where  breathes  no  vernal  gale 
The  infant  buds  juft  burbling  into  day, 

.’Strive  to  expand,  and  ere  they  bloom  decay. 

The  MORNING  DREAM, 

By  the  Author  of  the  Task. 

« 

*  *Tp  WAS  in  the  fweet  feafon  of  fpring, 
i  Alleep  at  the  dawn  of  the  day, 

I  dreamt  what  I  cannot  but  ling, 

So  pleafant  it  fee  rued  as  I  lay,. 

1  dreamt-that,  on  ocean  afloat. 

Far  weft  from  fair  Albion  I  lail’d. 

While  the  billows  high  lifted  the  boat, 

And  the  freflv -blowing  breeze  never  fail’d-. 

* 

In  the  fteerage  a  woman  I  faw, 

(Such,  at  leaft,  was  the  form  that  hie  bore,) 
Whofe  beauty  imprefs’d  me  with  awe, 

Ne’er  taught  me  by  woman  before* 
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She  fat,  and  a  Afield  by  her  fide 
Shed  light,  like  a  fun,  on  the  waves; 

And,  fmiling  divinely,  file  cried, 

I  go  to  make  freemen  of  flaves ! 

Then  railing  her  voice  to  a  firain, 

The  fweeteftthat  ear  ever  heard. 

She  fung  of  the  flave-broken  chain, 

Wherever  her  glory  appear’d. 

Some  clouds,  which  had  over  us  hung, 

Fled,  chas’d  by  her  melody  clear  ; 

And  methought,  while  fhe  liberty  fung,, 

’Twas  liberty  only  to  hear. 

Thusfwiftly  dividing  the  flood, 

To  a  fiave-cultur?d  illand  we  came, 

Where  a  daemon  her  enemy  flood, 

Opprefiion  his  terrible  name. 

In  his  hand,  as  a  fign  of  his  fway. 

A  fcourge  hung  with  lathes  he  bore  ; 

And  flood  looking  out  for  his  prey 
From  Africa’s  forrowful  fiiore. 

But  foon  as  approaching  the  land 

This  Goddefs-like  woman  he  viewed. 

The  fcourge  he  let  fall  from  his  hand, 

With  blood  of  his  fubjedts  embrued. 

I  faw  him  both  ficken  and  die, 

And,  the  moment  the  monfter  expir’d. 

Heard  ftiouts,  that  afcended  the  Iky, 

From  thoulands  with  raptures  infpir’d* 

Awaking,  how  could  I  but  mufe 
On  what  luch  a  dream  might  betide  £ 

But  foon  my  ear  caught  the  glad  news, 

Which  ferv’dmy  weak  thoughts  for  a  guide  $ 

That  Britannia,  renown  M  o’er  the  waves, 
From  the  hatred  fhe  ever  has  fiiewn 

To  the  black  fcepter’d  Ruler  of  Slaves, 

Refolves  to  have  none  of  her  own* 
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REFLECTIONS  on  Viewing  the  Prospect  from  Lewesdojt 
Hili..  From  a  Poem  fo  called.  By  W„  Crowe,  LL.  B.  Public 
Orator  to  the  .Univerfity  of  Oxford. 

THOU  namelefs  rivulet,  who  from  the  fide 
Of  Lewefdon  foftly  welling  forth,  doll  trip 
Adown  the  valley,  wandering  fportively. 

Alas,  how  foon  thy  little  eourfe  will  end ! 

How  foon  thy  infant  ftream  lhali  lofe  itfelf 
In  the  fait  mafs  of  waters,  ere  it  grow 
To  name  of  greatnefs!  yet  it  flows  along 
Untainted  with  the  commerce  of  the  world,, 

Nor  palling  by  the  noify  haunts  of  men ; 

But  through  lequefler’d  meads,  a  little  fpace, 

Winds  fecretly,  and  in  its  wanton  path 
May  cheer  fome  drooping  flower,  or  minifter 
Of  its  cool  water  to  the  thirdly  lamb : 

Then  falls  into  the  ravenous  fea,  as  pure 
As  when  it  ifTued  from  its  native  hill. 

So  to  thine  early  grave  didft  thou  rim  on, 

Spotlefs  Francefca,  fo,  after  fhort  eourfe, 

Thine  innocent  and  playful  infancy 

Was  fw  all  owed  up  in  death,  and  thy  pure  fpirit 

In  that  illimitable  gulph  which  bounds 

Our  mortal  continent.  But  not  there  loft. 

Not  there  extinguifh’d,  as  fome  falfely  teach. 

Who  can  talk  much  and  learnedly  of  life, 

Who  know  our  frame  and  fafhion,  who  can  tell 
The  fubflance  and  the  properties  of  man, 

As  they  had  feen  him  made ;  aye  and  flood  by. 

Spies  on  Heaven’s  work.  They  alfo  can  difeourfe 
Wifely,  to  prove  that  what  mull  be  muff  be, 

And  fhew  how  thoughts  are  jogg’d  out  of  the  brain 
By  a  mechanical  impulfe ;  pufhing  on 
The  minds  of  us,  poor  unaccountables, 

T o  fatal  refolution.  Know  they  not. 

That  in  this  mortal  life,  whate’er  it  be, 

We  take  the  path  that  leads  to  good  or  evil, 

And  therein  find  our  biifs  or  mifery  ? 

And  this  includes  all  reafonable  ends 
Of  knowledge  or  of  being  ;  farther  to  go 
Is  toil  unprofitable,  and  th’  effedl 
Moil  perilous  wandering.  Yet  of  this  be  fure  ; 

Where  freedom  is  not,  there  no  virtue  is  : 

If  there  be  none,  this  world  is  all  a  cheat, 

And  the  divine  liability  of  Heaven 
(That  allured  feat  for  good  men  after  death) 
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Is  but  a  tranfient  cloud ;  difplay ’d  fo  fair 
To  cheridi  virtuous  hope,  but  at  our  need 
Eludes  the  fenfe,  and  fools  our  honed  faith, 
Vanifhing  irj.  a  lie.  If  this  be  fo, 

Were  it  not  better  to  be  born  a  bead, 

Only  to  feel  what  is,  and  thus  to  3fcape 
The  aguifh  fear  that  drakes  the  affiidted  bread 
With  fore  anxiety  of  what  fhall  be  ; 

And  all  for  nought  ?  fince  our  mod  wicked  acd 
Is  not  our  fin,  and  our  religious  awe 
Delufion ;  if  that  drong  necefiity 
Chains  up  our  will.  But  that  the  mind  is  free. 

The  mind  herfelf,  bed  judge  of  her  own  date, 

Is  feelingly  convinced  ;  nor  to  be  moved 
By  fubtle  words,  that  may  perplex  the  head, 

But  ne3er  perfuade  the  heart.  Vain  argument. 

That  with  falfe  weapons  of  philofophy 

Fights  againd  hope,  and  fenfe,  and  nature’s  drength  l 
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DOMESTIC  LITERATURE 


Of  the  Year  ij38» 


IT  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  that 
we  introduce  our  Hiftory  of  the 
Domeftic  Literature  of  the  year 
1788.  by  announcing  a  new  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  “  Works  of  Nathaniel 
Lard ner,  D,  D.  containing  Credi¬ 
bility  of  the  Gofpel  Hiflory;  Jew- 
ifh  and  Heathen  Teftimonies  ;  Hif- 
tory  of  Heretics  ;  and  his  Sermons 
and  Tracis  ;  with  general  Chrono¬ 
logical  Tables,  and  copious  Indexes, 
in  eleven  Volumes  to  the  firft  of 
which  is  prefixed,  the  Life  of  the 
Author,  by  Dr.  Kippis.  The  folid 
learning,  juft  and  candid  criticifm, 
intimate  knowledge  of  antiquity,  and 
prevalent  love  of  truth,  which  cha- 
raCterife  the  writing's  of  Dr.  Lardner, 
have,  with  the  liberal  and  well-in¬ 
formed  of  all  parties,  eftablifhed  his 
claim  to  be  the  firft  of  modern  di¬ 
vines,  and  “  one  of  the  ableft  advo- 
cates  for  the  authenticity  and  truth 
of  the  Chriftian  revelation,  that  ever 
exifted.”  The  friends  to  facred 
literature,  therefore,  will  be  highly 
gratified,  by  the  republication  of 
the  labours  of  f'o  eminent  and  diftin- 
guiftied  a  character  :  efpecially  as 
many  of  the  pieces  which  form  the 
prefent  volumes,  were  not  to  be 
purchafed  on  any  terms,  and  fome 
of  the  moft  valuable  were  fold  at  a 
price  fo  enormous,  as  to  be  enquired 
after  only  by  the  curious  and  weal¬ 


thy.  The  Life  of  Dr.  Lardner, 
which  Di\  Kippis  has  drawn  up  with 
great  attention  and  care,  and  in  a 
manner  that  is  eafy  and  agreeable, 
will  be  an  acceptable  addition  to 
thofe  who  venerate  the  memory  of 
that  great  and  excellent  man.  The 
delineation  which  it  exhibits  of  his 
character,  which  was  uniformly  a- 
tillable,  virtuous,  and  pious ;  and 
the  hiftory  which  it  gives  of  his  un¬ 
common  application  and  induftry, 
to  a  very  advanced  period  of  life, 
would  add  weight,  if  any  weight 
were  wanting,  to  the  credit  which 
his  works  have  acquired,  and  to 
that  diftinguiftied  applaufe  to  which 
he  will  always  be  entitled  from  the 
Chriftian  world. 

During  the  prefent  year  there 
has  likewlfe  been  publifhed,  a  new 
and  complete  edition  of  the  “  W orks 
of  Bifhop  Warburton,”  in  feven 
volumes  quarto.  This  edition  con¬ 
tains  not  only  thofe  labours  of  the 
learned  prelate  which  have  already 
palled  the  ordeal  of  criticiftfy  but 
fuch  others  of  his  ingenious  difcuf- 
fions  as  were  intended  by  him  for 
the  prefs,  though  left  in  an  imper¬ 
fect  and  unfiniftied  ftate.  With  a 
liberality  that  is  highly  commend¬ 
able,  the  editor  has  collected  thefe 
new  pieces  in  UA  Supplemental  Vo¬ 
lume.”  in  octavo,  which  is  publifhed 
N  3  fepa- 
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feparately,  for  the  benefit  of  thofe 
*rho  were  in  poffeilian  of  our  au- 
hor’s  former  works.  Thefe  Re- 
iquiae  W arburtonianse  conRR  of  an 
EfFay  on  Truth,  in  the  introduc¬ 
tion  to  the  volume ;  and  of  the 
ninth  book  of  the  u  Divine  Lega¬ 
tion  of  Mofes,”  which  contains  a  ge¬ 
neral  view  of  God’s  moral  difpenfa- 
tion  to  man  from  Adam  to  Chrift, 
with  our  author’s  SvRem  of  the  Na- 
ture  and  Genius  of  the  Gofpel.  To 
thefe  is  added  an  Appendix,  con¬ 
fiding  of  three  fermons,  directions 
for  the  Rudy  of  Theology,  and  Re¬ 
marks  on  Neal’s  HiRory  of  the  Pu¬ 
ritans.  Notwithfianding  that  we 
differ  in  many  refpeds  from  the 
fyflem  which  Dr.  W arburton  adopt¬ 
ed,  and  conflder  many  of  his  hypo- 
thefes  to  be  fanciful,  and  his  re¬ 
marks  erroneous  and  ill-founded, 
we  cannot  with-hold  from  him  that 
tribute  of  praife  which  is  due  to  his 
great  learning  and  ingenuity.  And 
though  we  meet,  in  this  volume, 
with  occafional  marks  of  that  imbe¬ 
cility  to  which  old  age  and  difeafe 
level  the  ilrongeft  minds,  we  more 
frequently  recognife  the  fame  fpirit 
and  energy  which  didingutflied  our 
author’s  former  publications.  And 
we  may  venture  to  pronounce,  that 
the  fame  which  he  acquired  by  his 
grand  and  favourite  work,  will  dif¬ 
fer  no  diminution  from  the  conti¬ 
nuation  of  it  which  is  now  offered 
to  the  public. 

Among  the  biblical  critics  who 
during  the  prefent  year  have  con¬ 
tributed  their  efforts  towards  the 
elucidation  of  the  facred  writings, 
the  world  is  particularly  indebted  to 
Dr.  blewcome,  bifhop  of  Waterford, 
for  his  44  Attempt  towards  an  im¬ 
proved  Verfion,  a  metrical  Arrange¬ 
ment,  and  an  Explanation  of  the 
Prophet  Ezekiel/’  The  method 
which  the  learned  prelate  obferves 
in  his  prefent  ufeful  work,  is  fimilar 
with  that  which  he  adopted  in  his 
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improved  Verfion  of  the  Twelve 
Minor  Prophets ;  on  which  we  have, 
in  a  former  volume,  bellowed  our 
warm  commendation.  And  the  notes 
by  which  he  juRifies  his  alterations 
of  our  common  verfion,  bear  equal 
teffimony  to  his  learning,  diligence, 
and  impartiality.  Wherever  thefe 
alterations  are  introduced,  it  will 
be  obvious  to  the  attentive  reader, 
that  they  have  originated  in  a  de¬ 
fire  of  rendering  the  language  of 
the  prophet  more  perfpicuous  and 
intelligible :  and  that  they  are  real 
improvements.  In  a  learned  pre¬ 
face  to  this  work,  Dr.  Newcome 
Rates  the  chief  hiRorical  events 
that  relate  to  the  period  of  Eze¬ 
kiel’s  prophecy ;  illuRrates  the 
character  of  his  Ryle  and  man¬ 
ner;  and  fuccefsfullv  defends  the 
copioufnefs,  perfpicuity,  and  ele¬ 
gance  of  the  Hebrew  dialed!.  Thefe 
learned  difquifitions  will  prove  high¬ 
ly  gratifying  to  the  claffical  and  po¬ 
lite  fcholar.  But  they  will  be  found 
peculiarly  intereRing  to  the  theolo¬ 
gical  Rudent,  on  account  of  the 
forcible  maimer  in  which  they  re¬ 
commend  the  cultivation  of  the  He¬ 
brew  language ;  not  only  for  the 
beauties  of  its  compofition,  but  be- 
caufe  44  of  the  importance  of  the 
treafures  which  it  unfolds;”  and 
becaufe,  44  fuch  a  vein  of  hebraifms 
runs  through  the  writings  of  the 
New  TeRament,  that  even  thefe 
divine  oracles  cannot  be  accurately. 
underRood,  nor  the  anomalies  of 
their  Ryle  explained,  without  fome 
knowledge  of  Hebrew  literature.” 

Dr.  Hodgfon,  principal  of  Hert- 
ford-college,  Oxford,  who  juRly  ac¬ 
quired  a  high  degree  of  reputation, 
by  his  VerRon  of  Solomon’s  Song, 
has  again  drawn  the  attention  of  the 
literary  world,  by  a  tranflation  from 
the  Hebrew  of  u  the  Proverbs  of  So¬ 
lomon.”  To  this  talk  he  was  encou¬ 
raged,  partly,  by  the  favourable  re¬ 
ception  which  his  former  labours 

met 
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Met  with  *  but  principally,  by  the 
juft  obfervatiofts  on  human  life,  the 
valuable  inftruEHons,  and  the  per- 
fuaftve  exhortations  to  virtue  and 
religion  with  which  thefe  Proverbs 
abound.  The  fame  marks  of  found 
fenfe,  good  tafte,  and  juft  criticifm 
are  difcernible  in  the  prefent,  as  in 
our  author’s  former  publication. 
And  the  notes  by  which  he  fupports 
the  alterations  which  he  introduces, 
and  his  occafional  deviation  from 
the  letter  of  the  original,  afford 
fufficient  evidence  of  his  attentive 
ftudy,  and  powers  of  juft  difcrimi- 
nation. 

Mr.  Wefton’s  u  Attempt  tb  tranf 
late  and  explain  the  different  Paf- 
fages  in  the  Song  of  Deborah,  with 
the  Affiffance  of  Kennicot’s  Colla¬ 
tion,  Rofli’s  Vernon,  and  Critical 
Conjecture,”  although  we  cannot 
pronounce  it  fuccefsful,  fufficiently 
eftablifties  the  author’s  charadlerfor 
learning  and  ingenuity.  And  he 
is  entitled  to  our  praife  for  his  boid- 
nefs  in  meeting  difficulties  which 
have  appalled  the  moft  zealous  and 
arduous  critics.  Still,  however,  the 
veil  is  not  removed.  A.nd  we  think 
that  the  frequency  with  which  Mr. 
Wefton  deviates  into  the  wilds  of 
conjectural  criticifm,  inftead  of  di¬ 
recting  him  to  the  juft  and  natural 
interpretation,  has  a  tendency  to  in- 
creafe  the  obfcurity  in  which  the 
beauties  of  this  poem  are  enveloped. 

The  ftrft  volume  of  “  A  Short 
and  plain  Expofttion  bf  the  Old 
Teftament,  with  devotional  and 
practical  Reflections,  for  the  CJfe  of 
Families,  by  the  Rev.  Job  Orton, 
publifhed  from  the  Author’s  MSS. 
by  Robert  Gentleman,”  is  part  of 
a  work  to  be  completed  in  five  or 
fix  volumes,  in  which  the  worthy 
and  refpeCtable  author  devoted  his- 
labours  to  the  information  and  im¬ 
provement  of  plain  and  ferious 
Chriftiaas*  With  refpsdl  to  the 
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form  of  his  work,  he  has  kept  in 
view  the  excellent  Dr.  Doddridge’s 
Family  Expofitor.  The  materials 
were  collected  by  the  author  during 
a  period  of  more  than  twenty  years* 
when  they  were  arranged  in  an  in¬ 
terleaved  Bible,  and  formed  the 
ground-work  of  a  public  expofttion 
of  the  fcriptures,  which  he  deli¬ 
vered  to  his  congregation  at  Shrewf- 
bury.  As  this  work  was  not  de- 
figned  for  the  learned  and  critical 
reader,  but  for  the  ufe  of  families 
and  private  Chriftians,  it  would  be 
unjuft  to  try  its  merits,  by  compar¬ 
ing  it  with  our  more  profound  and 
valuable  commentaries.  It  is  not, 
however,  deftitute  of  learned  notes 
dnd  obfervations,  extracted  from  our 
beft  modern  expofttors ;  fome  of 
which  were  collected  by  the  author* 
and  others  fince  added  by  the  editor. 
But  it  is  principally  adapted  to  the 
pious  defign  of  the  author ;  and 
may  be  recommended  to  the  ferious 
and  well  difpofed,  as  an  edifying 
and  inftniCfive  companion. 

Cole’s  “  Key  to  the  Pfalms, 
tending  to  promote,  expeditioufly, 
the  better  underftanding  of  them 
among  the  Ignorant  in  general,  and 
for  the  Information  of  the  lower 
Claftes  of  People,”  will  alfo  be 
found  an  ufeful  aftiftant  to  the  un¬ 
learned  j  in  explaining  many  words, 
allulions,  and  fentences,  in  thofe 
divine  poems,  which  are  attended 
with  fome  degree  of  difficulty  and 
obfcurity. 

The  <c  Morfels  of  Criticifm,  tend¬ 
ing  to  illuftrate  fome  few  Paffages 
in  £he  holy  Scripture  upon  Philofo-* 
phical  Principles,  and  an  enlarged 
View  of  Things,”  by  Edward  King, 
efq.  have  afforded  us  much  enter¬ 
tainment,  as  well  as  information. 
They  abound  in  proofs  of  the  au¬ 
thor’s  extenftve  knowledge  and  eru¬ 
dition  ;  while  at  the  fame  time  they* 
are  diftinguilhed  by  a  variety  of 
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obfervations  and  opinions  uncom¬ 
monly  lingular  and  eccentric.  Mr. 
King’s  object  is  to  apply  the  mo¬ 
dern  improvements  in  philofophy, 
and  even  the  more  abftrufe  doc¬ 
trines  of  chemiflry,  in  elucidating 
the  language,  and  in  explaining  the 
allufions  and  the  prophetical  parts 
of  Scripture.  Such  a  plan  affords 
a  wide?  field'  for  the  exercife  of  inge¬ 
nuity,  and  for  the  application  of 
fanciful  conjecture.  Thofe,  how¬ 
ever,  who  recollect  that  the  infpired 
writers  always  adapted  their  lan¬ 
guage  to  the  popular  ideas,  and  the 
general  prejudices  of  mankind,  will 
not,  without  home  degree  of  befit  a- 
tion,  become  converts  to  our  au¬ 
thor’s  fyftem.  Among  other  con- 
cluflons  which  he  draws,  the  follow¬ 
ing  will  intereff  the  curiofity  of  our 
readers :  that  the  fun  is  “  one  of 
the  manfions  of  heaven,  and  becaufe 
of  i:s  near  connection  with  our 
earth,  more  immediately  our  hea¬ 
ven;”  that  a  communication  with 
heaven,  through  the  medium  of  an¬ 
gels,  at  fome  future  period  is  pro¬ 
bable;  that  the  day  of  judgment 
will  be  a  long  period  of  deliberate 
arrangement,  that  may  laff  a  thou- 
fand  years  ;  that  there  will  be  a  fe- 
cond  perfonal  reign  of  Chrift  upon 
earth  ;  that  this  globe  is  continually 
approaching  towards  the  fun,  and 
will  at  length  approach  fo  near  as 
to  be  ignited  and  become  a  comet  ; 
and  that  the  place  of  punifhment 
for  wicked  men  is  in  the  centre  of 
the  earth,  which  is  the  bottomlefs 
pit.  The  author’s  reafonings  in 
fupport  of  thefe  curious  opinions, 
if  not  always  convincing  and  fatis- 
faCfory,  are  ingenious  and  amufing ; 
and  though  we  may  not  admit  their 
force,  we  can  fincerely  applaud  the 
excellence  of  his  intentions,  and  the 
diligence,  with  which  he  hath  em¬ 
ployed  himfelf  in  contributing  to 
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the  improvement  of  facred  iitera* 
ture. 

The  author  of  a  treatife,  entitled 
u  Reafons  for  reviling  by  Authority 
our  prefent  Verfion  of  the  Bible, 
briefly  hated  and  impartially  confi- 
dered,”  with  much  candour  and 
good  fenfe  enquires  into  the  true' 
ftate  of  the  Hebrew  text ;  and  illuf-, 
tates  the  caufes  of  its  imperfeClions. 
He  afterwards  brings  feveral  in- 
fiances  from  Lowth  and  Kennicott 
to  fliew,  how  a  flight  alteration  wilt 
reftore  paffages  evidently  corrupted,, 
to  their  genuine  fenfe  and  mean¬ 
ing  ;  difcuffes  and  refutes  the  objec¬ 
tions  commonly  adduced  againft  a 
new  translation  ;  and  concludes,,  by 
giving  his  opinion,  that  in  accom- 
plifhing  fo  definable  an  objedt,  as 
far  as  is  poflible,  the  majefiic  fim- 
plicity  of  the  old  tranflation  fhould 
be  carefully  preferved.  We  heartily 
concur  with  this  writer  in  his 
jjuh  and  fenfible  obfervations ;  and 
particularly  recommend  his  con¬ 
cluding  remark  to  thofe  worthy 
men  ainongft  us,  who,  though  of 
different  religious  opinions,  are 
zealoufly  uniting  their  labours  in. 
reftoring  the  purity,  and  in  explain¬ 
ing  the  original  meaning  of  the 
facred  text. 

The  author  of  u  A  Drflertation 
on  the  Meflage  from  St.  John  the 
Baptifl  to  our  Saviour,”  piopofes  a 
different  folution  from  that  com¬ 
monly  received  to  the  queflion — 
Why;  was  fuch  a  meffage  fent  by 
John  the  Baptifl  ?  Inftead  of  ad¬ 
mitting  that  the  doubt  and  incredu¬ 
lity  of  John’s  didHples  were  the 
caufes  of  it,  he  refolves  it  into  the 
anxiety  of  John  himfelf,  while  buf¬ 
fering  the  hardfhips  of  imprifon- 
ment ;  and  into  his  wifli  that  the 
miraculous  power  of  Jefus  might 
be  exerted  in  releafing  him  from  his 
confinement.  This  opinion,  which 
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is  not  entirely  new,  our  author  fup- 
ports  in  a  rational  and  manly  manner, 
with  much  learning  and  ingenuity  ; 
and  adds  many  pertinent  reflections 
on  the  life  and  miniftry  of  the  Bap- 
tiff. 

The  u  Lectures  on  the  figurative 
Language  of  the  Holy  Scripture, 
and  the  Interpretation  of  It  from 
the  Scripture  itfelf,  by  William 
Jones,  M.  A.  F.  R,  ST  are  the  pro¬ 
ductions  of  a  gentleman,  who,  to 
a  confiderable  fhare  of  knowledge 
and  good  fenfe,  has  united  a  fond- 
nefs  for  lingular  and  fanciful  opi¬ 
nions.  The  figurative  language  of 
the  New  Teff ament  he  deduces  from 
fenfible  objects  ;  the  inffkutions  of 
the  law  of  Moles.  •  the  perfons  of 
the  prophets;  the  hiffory  of  the 
church  of  II  rat  I ;  and  from  the  ac¬ 
tions  of  infpired  men.  In  this  or¬ 
der,  and  under  thefe  heads,  he  exa¬ 
mines  the  different  metaphors  in 
fcripture.  His  explanations  of  theie 
are  frequently  judicious  and  valu¬ 
able,  and  convey  much  informa¬ 
tion  and  instruction :  but,  fome- 
times,  being  derived  from  fuppofi- 
tion  and  hypothefis,  they  will  be 
found  to  be  eccentric  and  viiionary. 
We  think,  particularly,  that  he  has 
little  foundation  for  his  furmife, 
that  the  fcripture  contains  hidden 
doctrines  or  myfieries  in  connection 
with  thofe  more  clear  and  obvious, 
which  are  Separately  intended  by 
the  apoftolical  terms,  {pint  and  let¬ 
ter  of  the  Gofpel ;  which  fuppofed 
hidden  doctrines  it  is  a  great  part  of 
his  defign  to  elucidate.  And  we 
conlider  his  apprehenfions  of  the  dan¬ 
ger  from  innovations,  and  of  the 
total  deftrut  ion  of  church  and  Hate, 
which  is  to  follow  from  the  preva¬ 
lence  of  unitariamfin,  to  be  ima¬ 
ginary  and  groundlefs.  S  o  theie 
lectures  are  added,  four  fupplemen- 
tary  ones  on  St.  haul’s  epiftle  to  the 
Hebrews ;  the  laid  of  which  on  the 


moral  of  the  Chriftian  doctrines,  as 
related  in  this  epiftle,  is  particularly 
excellent. 

Among  the  moil  valuable  publh 
cations  which  have  appeared  in  de¬ 
fence  of  natural  and  revealed  reli¬ 
gion,  our  firft  attention  is  due  to 
Mr.  Neckar’s  treatife,  “  On  the 
Importance  of  religious  Opinions,’” 
tranilated  from  the  French.  The 
labours  of  fo  difimguifhed  a  charac- 
ter  in  the  fervice  of  religion,  have 
greatly  interefted  the  curiofity  of 
the  public,  and  do  the  higliell  cre¬ 
dit  to  his  head  and  heart.  This 
work  is  divided  into  eighteen  chap¬ 
ters.  In  the  firft  four  chapters,  the 
author  treats  on  the  connection  of 
religious  ideas  with  public  order; 
draws  a  parallel  between  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  religious  ideas  and  that  of 
laws  and  opinions ;  and  difeuflis  the 
objections  drawn  from  our  natural 
difpofition  to  goodnefs,  and  from 
the  good  conduct  of  fome  irreligious 
men.  In  the  5th  and  6th  he  confi* 
ders  the  Influence  of  religious  ideas, 
and  of  virtue,  on  happinefs.  The 
7  th,  8th,  and  9th  chapters,  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  pointing  out  the  Import¬ 
ance  of  religious  opinions  to  fove- 
reigns ;  and  in  refuting  the  objec¬ 
tions  which  fceptieai-  writers  have, 
attempted  to  draw,  again!!  the  ex¬ 
cellence  of  religion,  from  the  evils 
which  theological  eontroverfiss  and 
a  fanatical  barbarous  zeal  have  oc- 
cafioned.  In  the  four  following 
chapters  the  author  proves,  that  the 
idea  of  a  Supreme  Being  is  fuilici- 
ent  of  itfelf  to  ferve  as  a  founda¬ 
tion  for  all  moral  duties ;  and  efta- 
blifhes.  the  evidence  of  the  exigence 
of  God,  The  1 5 th  and  1 6th  chap-- 
ters  infill  on  the  refpeCt  which  true 
phiiofophy  owes  to  religious,  opini¬ 
ons,  and  on  the  evil  of  intolerance  ; 
the  17th  contains  the  authorV  re¬ 
flections  on  the  importance  of  Chris¬ 
tian  morality  ;  and  the  concluding 
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chapter  refers  to  the  whole  fubjefii, 
the  importance  of  religious  opini¬ 
ons  to  private  happinefs.  In  this 
admirable  treatife  we  have  a  ftrik- 
ing  inftance  of  the  i;  n  prove  men  t 
which  Chrifcianity  gives  to  philofo- 
phy,  in  a  mind  that  is  at  once  great, 
well  informed,  unprejudiced,  and 
virtuous.  And  while  we  view  fuch 
a  biilinguifhed  flatefman  and  emi- 
nent  literary  character  feeking  his 
bed:  cohfolations  in  the  fentiments 
which  religion  difilates  to  us,  we 
feel,  with  additional  force,  the  va¬ 
lue  of  thofe  grand  truths,  which 
fupport  the  dignity  and  happinefs 
of  human  nature.  With  refpedl  to 
the  execution  of  this  work,  we  may 
obferve,  that  it  difcovers  great  fa- 
gacity  and  itrength  of  reafoning, 
an  accurate  knowledge  of  mankind, 
and  that  the  author  poke  lies  a  de¬ 
vout  feeling  heart.  It  may,  per¬ 
haps,  be  objedted,  that  he  feems, 
fometim&s,  to  be  involved  in  the 
obfeurity  of muetaphyfi.es  ;  and  that 
llis  ftyle  is  not  fufEchrstly  precife  and 
perfpicupus.  But  thde  imperfec¬ 
tions  are  of  trifling  consideration, 
when  weighed  ag&iuft  the  general 
merits  of  his  performance. 

“  The  Hifiory  of  the  Effcdls  of 
Religion  on  Mankind  ;  in  Coun¬ 
tries  ancient  and  modern,  barbar¬ 
ous  and  civilized,  by  the  rev.  Ed¬ 
ward  Ryan,  B.  DM  is  intended  to 
fhew  the  nesefiity,  and  to  efbblifh 
the  truth  of  divine  Revelation. 
This  work,  which  originated  in  a 
prize  differtation,  delivered  to  the 
univerfity  of  Dublin,  in  the  year 
17 ?s,  is  divided  into  four  lections, 
in  which  the  author  confiders  the 
influence  of  religion  on  the  Pagans, 
the  Jews,  the  Chriftians,  and  the 
Mahometans.  In  t  e  profecutipn 
of  his  plan,  Mr.  Ryan  has  arranged 
his  materials  with  judgment,  and 
fecured  the  praife  of  his  readers  for 
fyis  diligence  and  learning.  His 
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ffyle  is  plain  and  perfipicuous,  and,; 
therefore,  well  adapted  to  the  de~ 
fign  of  fuch  a  work.  And,  if  we 
do  not  meet  with  much  novelty  in 
his  faffs  or  obfervations,  his  per¬ 
formance  is  well  calculated  for  the  in¬ 
formation  and  improvement  of  thofe 
who  have  it  not  in  their  power  to 
confult  the  various  authors  neceffary 
to  elucidate  fuch  a  comprehenfive 
fubject.  We  think,  however,  that 
fome  of  the  authorities  to  which  he 
refers,  are  not  of  fufficient  credit  to 
be  adduced  in  a  work  u  which  com¬ 
prizes  within  a  narrow  compafs,  the 
fruits  of  many  years  ffudy  and  re* 
fearch.”  The  good  fenfe  of  our 
author  will,  doubtlefs,  lead  him 
to  attend  to  this  remark  in  that 
continuation  of  his  fubjefit  which 
the  public  have  been  led  to  ex¬ 
pert. 

t  Dr.  Browne’s  excellent  u  Efiay 
on  the  Folly  of  Scepticifm,  the  Ab- 
furdity  of  dogmatizing  on  religious 
Subjeffs,  and  the  proper  Medium  to 
be  obferved  between  thefe  two  Ex¬ 
tremes,”  of  which  work  we  exprefl- 
ed  our  approbation  in  our  account  of 
the  Literature  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces  for  the  year  1787,  has,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Englifh  reader, 
been  publifhed  in  this  country,  of 
which  the  author  is  a  native.  We 
take  the  opportunity  of  mentioning 
it  in  this  place,  that  the  attention  of 
our  countrymen  may  be  turned  to¬ 
wards  a  performance  which  hasjuff- 
ly  been  applauded  on  the  continent, 
as  learned,  ingenious,  and  inff mo¬ 
tive,  and  admirably  adapted  to  be¬ 
friend  the  interefis  of  rational  reli¬ 
gion  and  found  morals. 

t_) 

Mr.  Glbert,  one  of  the  miniflers 
of  the  French  chapel  at  St.  James’s, 
has  alfo  engaged  in  the  defence  of  re¬ 
ligion  and  divine  revelation  :  in  his 
“  Obfervations  on  the  Writings  of 
M.  Voltaire  &c.”  in  two  volumes, 
written  in  French.  Thefe  Obferva-, 
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fions  are  delivered  in  the  form  of 
notes  on  a  variety  of  offenfive  paf- 
fages  colledled  from  the  writings  of 
that  celebrated  fceptic  ;  and  they  are 
deferring  of  our  praife,  on  account 
ot  the  laudable  intention  of  the  wor¬ 
thy  author,  and  the  ability  which  he 
difcovers  in  expofmg  ignorance,  and 
detecting  fophiftry,  The  method 
which  Mr.  Gibert  has  adopted  ap¬ 
pears  well  calculated  to  anfwer  the 
defign  which  he  had  in  view ;  and 
we  recommend  his  work  to  thofe  who 
are  converfant  with  the  writings  of 
the  French  phiiofopher,  as  a  proper 
antidote  to  the  poifon  of  infidelity, 
which  lie  has  wantonly  diffufed 
throughout  his  voluminous  produc¬ 
tions. 

The  intention  of  “  An  Addrefs 
to  the  Delfts ;  or,  an  Enquiry  into 
the  Character  of  the  Author  of  the 
Book  of  Revelation  &c.”  is  to  vin¬ 
dicate  that  part  of  the  New  Tefta- 
k  merit  writings  from  the  charge  of 
enthufiafm  or  impofture  :  and  to 
prove  it’s  divine  origin,  from  the 
coincidence  of  various  events  which 
have  actually  taken  place,  with  the 
.  prophecies  which  it  contains.  Al¬ 
though  the  labours  of  Mede,  and 
Lowman,  might  feem  to  fupercede 
the  neceffity  of  this  publication,  the 
intelligent  and  judicious  author  is  en¬ 
titled  to  a  favourable  reception,  for 
his  zealous  and  able  fer vices  in  the 
caufe  of  revelation.  He  appears  to 
be  well  acquainted  with  his  fubjefit; 
and  has  drawn  up  his  arguments  and 
obfervations,  with  much  force  and 
perfpicuity. 

The  “Letters  addreffed  to  a  young 
Gentleman  who  had  early  imbibed 
the  Principles  of  Infidelity/’  appear 
to  be  the  produdtions  of  a  fincere 
and  warm  friend  to  divine  revela¬ 
tion.  On  this  account,  as  well  as 
for  his  plain  good  fenfe,  the  author 
is  deferving  of  attention.  We  think, 
however,  that  he  might  have  dire £t* 
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ed  his  yoimv  friend  to  feveral  valu- 

o 

able  publications,  in  which  his  own 
arguments  would  have  appeared  with 
greater  force,  and  come  recommend¬ 
ed  by  more  finking  charms  of  lan¬ 
guage  ^ 

To  the  friends  of  free  enquiry, 
the  publication,  during  the  prefent 
year,  of  the  IVth,  Vth,  and  Vlth. 
volumes  of  “  The  Theological  Re- 
pofitory,  confiftingof  original  Ella  vs. 
Hints,  Queries,  <&c.  calculated  to 
promote  religious  Knowledge,”  will 
be  an  agreeable  circumftance.  This 
work,  it  is  well  known,  was  intend¬ 
ed  by  the  editor  as  a  theatre  for  reli¬ 
gious  controverfy :  and  has  proved 
the  means  of  laying  before  the  pub¬ 
lic  many  original  and  valuable  com¬ 
munications.  The  fubjedls  of  in- 
veftigation  in  the  prefent  volumes 
are,  the  evidences  of  revelation,  the 
rites  and  pofiiive  inftitutions  of  the 
Old  and  New  Tefhments  ;  the  Ari- 
an  and  Athanafian  controverfies ; 
biblical  criticifm  ;  together  with  a 
variety  of  milcellaneous  articles, 
which  our  limits  will  not  permit  us 
to  fpecify.  Among  the  papers  of  a 
more  interfiling  and  important  kind, 
we  may  recommend  thofe  intend¬ 
ed  to  eftablifh  the  divine  authority  of 
Mofes  and  of  Jefus  Thrift,  and  to 
afcertain  in  what  fenfe  they  were  in- 
fpired,  and  how  far  the  prophets  and 
apoftles  partook  of  fupematura!  aft 
fiftance  /  thofe  which  afiert  the  de¬ 
pendence  of  Chriftianity  on  the  jew- 
ifh  revelation  ;  and  the  efiays  on  the 
authenticity  of  the  hiftory  of  the 
miraculous  conception,  and  in  vin¬ 
dication  of  the  obfervance  of  the 
Lord’s  day.  In  many  of  thefe  pa¬ 
pers  the  fpirit  of  fpeculatidn  is  cam 
ried  to  a  confiderable  extent  ;  and 
opinions  which  for  many  ages  have 
been  implicitly  received,  aredifcuIL 
ed  with  unufual  boldnefs  and  free¬ 
dom.  And  although  we  are  not  al¬ 
ways  convinced  by  the  reafonings  of 
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their  fenfible  authors,  we  admire 
the  ingenuity  and  learning  which 
they  difcover  ;  and  we  reft  fatisfied 
m  the  perfuajion,  that  the  ifilie  of 
fuch  controveriies  muft  prove  favour¬ 
able  to  the  interefts  of  truth  and  vir¬ 
tue. 

In  u  A  Comment  on  the  Apoftle’s 
Creed,  for  the  Ufe  of  unlearned 
Chriftians,  by  the  Rev.  Edward 
Holmes  M.  Aft5  the  author  ex¬ 
plains  the  dodtrines  contained  in 
that  Summary  of  faith,  on  the 
principles  of  Uriitarianifm.  In  his 
verfton  of  the  Creed  he  changes  the 
words  ghoji  into  fpirit ,  qu  ck  into 
livins,  and  rofe  into  was  rajed. 
He  omits  that  part  which  defences 
our  Saviour  as  defending  into  hell, 
as  well  as  the  articles  Holy  Cathode 
Church,  and  Communion  of  Saints ; 
both  on  account  of  the  obfeurity  of 
their  meaning,  and  becaufe  they 
were  not  introduced  into  it  till  to¬ 
wards  the  conclufton  of  the  fifth  cen¬ 
tury.  The  language  of  this  com¬ 
mentary  is  plain,  but  impreftive. 
And  whether  the  general  Sentiments 
which  the  author  inculcates  be  well 
founded,  or  otherwife,  we  approve 
of  the  candour  and  liberality  with 
which  he  endeavours  to  convince  his 
readers,  u  that  neither  his  opinion 
of  this  Creed,  nor  the  Creed  itfelf, 
nor  any  other  human  confeftion,  is 
of  any  importance  or  obligation,  if 
it  be  not  confident  with  the  form  of 
found  words  delivered  by  Chrift  and 
jfiis  apoftles. 

The  “  Considerations  on  Ancient 
and  Modern  Creeds,  &c.  by  the  late 
Henry  Taylor,  M.  A.  Author  of 
Ren  Mordecai’s  Apology  for  em¬ 
bracing  Chriftianity,”  collected  to¬ 
gether  in  a  pofthumous  publication, 
by  his  Son  Henry  Taylor  LL.  B. 
come  recommended  to  the  theologi¬ 
cal  world  by  the  fame  learning,  and 
ingenuity,  and  critical  acumen, 
which  eftabliftied  the  author’s  reput¬ 
ation  whih  living.  The  Sentiments 
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whi  h  Mr.  Taylor  adopted  are  fuffi- 
ciently  known  from  his  former 
writings,  which  have  been  univer-* 
fally  read.  In  thefe  confiderations 
he  Supports  at  large  the  Same  opini¬ 
ons  ;  and,  with  much  ability  and 
fh  rc  wdneSs,  endeavours  to  involve  his 
antagonists,  on.  the  Trinitarian  and 
Socinian  Sides  of  the  queftion,  in  em- 
baraftmerit,  or  abfurditv.  We  do 
not  think,  however,  that  on  either 
fide  they  will  be  difpofed  to  yield 
him  the  palm  of  victory.  To  thefe 
considerations  is  added,  by  another 
hand,  a  Short  treatife  on  the  imma¬ 
teriality  and  immortality  of  the 
foul,  which  the  author  endeavours 
to  Support  on  the  ground  of  the 
mind’s confcioufnefs  of  it’s  existence, 
which,  he  maintains,  u  necelTarily 
includes  the  confcioufnefs  of  unity, 
individuality,  permanent  identity, 
and  a  power  of  beginning  motion  ; 
properties  of  which  matter  is  deftr- 
trite.” 

Mr.  Lind  fey,  in  his  “  Vindiciae 
Prieftleianse :  an  Addrefstothe  Stu¬ 
dents  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  &cft* 
has  entered  into  a  zealous  and  copi¬ 
ous  defence  of  Dr.  Prieftlev’s  theo- 
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logical  and  metaphyfical  writings, 
againft  the  objections  and  attacks  of 
his  antagonifts ;  and,  particularly, 
againft  thofe  of  DoCtor  Horne, 
Dean  of  Canterbury,  In  this  work, 
the  worthy  author  exhibits  Satisfac¬ 
tory  proofs  of  his  thorough  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  fubjedts  which  are  fo 
warmly  agitated  by  our  modern  po¬ 
lemics,  and  Supports  the  Unitarian 
fide  of  the  queftion  with  much  learn¬ 
ing,  and  at  the  fame  time  with  great 
plain  neft  and  perfpicuity.  But  what, 
redounds  moft  to  his  honour  is,  that 
while  he  never  remits  his  fervour  in 
maintaining  the  Sentiments  which  he 
has  adopted,  every  part  of  his  per¬ 
formance  difeovers  a  truly  candid 
and  Chriftian  fpirit.  In  the  courfif 
of  this  work  we  meet  with  Several  in¬ 
cidental  relations,  refpeCting  our 

own 
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own  eccleftaftical  hiftorv,  and  the 
character  and  opinions  of  fon.e  who 
have  defervedly  been  ranked  among 
44  the  wifeftand  bellmen  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  ’ 5  which  are  carious  and  inter ~ 
•efting.  And  what  will  be  particu¬ 
larly  acceptable  to  the  theological 
reader,  we  are  prefented  with  a 
44  precious  relique,”  as  our  author 
jufHy  terms  it,  of  Caftellio’s,  which 
is  inferted  from  the  fecond  volume 
of  Wetftein’s  New  Teftament,  and 
which  is  accompanied  with  an  Eng- 
lifh  verfion.  in  this  little  treatife 
the  excellent  author  lays  down  ad¬ 
mirable  rules  by  which  to  judge  of 
the  different  nature  and  importance 
of  the  fubjedts  treated  of  in  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  ;  defends,  in  a  noble  and  con¬ 
vincing  manner,  the  reafonablenefs 
of  free  enquiry ;  and  affords  us  a 
pleating  inftaiice  of  the  afford  thing 
progrefs  made  in  juft  liberal  thinking, 
by  a  contemporary  or  Calvin  and 
Eeza. 

Dr.  Prieftley’s  44  Defences  of  IJnita- 
rianifm,  for  the  year  27  87,  contain¬ 
ing  Letters  to  the  rev.  Dr.  Geddes, 
to  the  rev.  Dr.  Price,  Part  II.  and 
to  the  Candidates  for  Orders  in  the 
two  Uni  verities  Part  IL  relating  to 
Mr.  Howes’s  Appendix  to  his  fourth 
Volume  of  Obfervations  on  Books, 
a  Letter  by  an  Undergraduate  of 
Oxford,  Dr.  Croft’s  Bampton’s 
Ledtures,  and  feveral  other  Publica¬ 
tions,”  confift  of  feveral  judicious 
and  acute  remarks  on  the  different 
authors  quoted  in  the  title  page,  and 
a  mafterly  vindication  of  his  own 
integrity,  again!!  the  illiberal  and 
nnjuft  infinuations  of  Mr.  Howes. 
In  thefe  defences  Dr.  Prieftley  dif- 
covers  his  uffial  powers  of  argument¬ 
ation,  together  with  a  temper  and 
fpirit  towards  his  opponents  which  is 
fiighly  to  be  commended. 

44  An  Expoftulatory  Addrefs  to 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Prieftley,  containing 
Apology  for  thofe  who  cordcien- 
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tionfly  fubicribe  to  the  Articles  of 
the  Church  of  England,  &c.”  by 
the  rev.  John  Hawkins,  is  de Living 
of  refpedtful  attention,  on  account 
of  tne  good  fenfe,  liberality,  and 
candour  with  which  it  is  written. 
1  he  author’s  delign  is  to  Ihew,  that 
the  doctrines  cf  the  Trinity  and  the 
Divinity  of  Chrift  imply  no  contra¬ 
diction  or  abfurdity.  The  explan¬ 
ation  of  the  i  rinity  which  he  adopts 
is  the  following  :  that  there  exifts  in 
the  one  Supreme  Intelligent  Being, 
fome  kind  of  diftindtion.  By  this 
diftindlion  he  does  not  underhand 
diftindl  intelligences,  but  fome  di- 
verfities  in  the  divine  nature, 
“  which  have  each  their  peculiar 
relations,  attributes,  and  proper¬ 
ties.”  And  he  contends  that  nei¬ 
ther  the  Son  nor  the  Spirit  could 
have  any  claim  to  our  worlhip,  but 
what  arifes  from  abfolute  onenefs 
with  the  Father,  from  whom  with 
refpedt  to  Deity  they  are  not  in  any 
refpedt  diftindt.  By  banifliing  all 
feholaftic  terms  from  his  fyftcm,  our 
worthy  author  certainly  narrows  the 
ground  of  controverfy  ;  and  ftiould 
he  prove  in  the  leaft  degree  affiftant 
in  terminating  a  conteft  which  has 
fubiifted  for  may  centuries,  and  in  an 
infinitude  of  forms,  it  would  no 
doubt  yield  him  genuine  fatisfadlion. 

44  A  Letter  to  the  rev.  Jofeph 
Prieftley,  See.  by  a  Lover  of  the 
whole  Truth  as  it  is  in  jefus,”  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  the  produdtion  of  an  ho¬ 
ne  ft  and  well  meaning  perfon,  not 
much  habituated  to  the  labours  of 
deduction,  or  the  language  of  calm 
expoftulation. 

44  An  Addrefs  to  the  Members  of 
the  Church  of  England,  and  to 
Proteftant  Trinitarians  in  general, 
exhorting  them  to  turn  from  the 
Worlhip  of  Three  Perfons,  to  the 
Worlhip  of  the  One  true  God,”  is  the 
produdtion  of  Mr.  Frend,  of  Jefus 
College,  Cambridge,  who  fome  time 

Face 


J>o6]  DOMESTIC  LITERATURE, 


lince  refigned  a  living  of  which  he 
was  in  poffeflion,  becaufe  he  could 
not  confcientioufly  join  in  the  wor¬ 
fhip  of  the  eflablifhed  church.  This 
little  treatife  indicates  the  honelf 
fervour  of  his  mind  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  perfuade  others  to  abandon  a 
mode  of  worfhip  which  he  confiders 
to  be  unfcriptural.  It  is  written  in 
a  plain,  perfuafive  manner  ;  and  is 
well  adapted  to  make  an  impreflion 
on  plain  and  unprejudiced  minds. 

The  Worfhip  of  Jefus  Chrifl,  as 
the  true  God  of  Heaven  and  Earth, 
vindicated,  byJ.Hodfon,  M.  D.”  is 
offered  to  the  public  as  an  antidote 
to  the  mifchiefs  apprehended  from 
Mr.  Frend’s  Add  re  is.  We  cannot 
pronounce  Dr.  tlodfbn  to  be  the  mod 
powerful  and  judicious  advocate  in 
favour  of  the  opinion  which  he 
zealoufly  efpoufes.  He  is,  however, 
well  verfed  in  the  language  of  fcrip- 
ture  ;  and  he  appears,  like  his  an- 
tagonifl,  to  be  aChiated  folely  by 
worthy  and  pious  motives. 

The  author  of  u  A.  Letter  ad- 
dreffed  to  the  Miniflers  of  the  Or¬ 
thodox  or  Calviniflic  Baptifls,  &c.” 
animadverts,  with  much  warmth  and 
zeal,  on  the  introduction  of  unfcrip- 
tural  Doxologies  into  the  conduCl 
of  public  worfhip.  This  practice 
he  reprefents  to  be  particularly  in- 
confiflent  with  the  diftinguifhing 
principle  of  the  Baptiffs,  to  admit 
of  no  opinions  or  rites  which  are 
not  countenanced  by  apoffolic  pre¬ 
cept  or  example.  We  think,  how¬ 
ever,  that  he  might  juffly  have  com¬ 
prehended  a  very  confiderable  part 
of  the  diffenters  from  the  effablifhed 
church  under  his  pointed  and  de¬ 
fended  cenfure ;  who,  while  they 
boaft  of  their  freedom  from  thofe 
fhackles  which  human  authority  im- 
pofes,  conclude  their  devotions  in  a 
manner  of  which  fcripture  furnifhes 
them  no  precedent,  and  in  which 


many  confcientious  Chriflians  can¬ 
not  concur. 

The  treatife  entitled  “  Four 
Marks  of  Antichriff ;  or,  a  Supple¬ 
ment  to  the  Warburtonian  LeCture,” 
is  the  production  of  a  lively  and 
fenfible  writer,  who,  without  giv¬ 
ing  his  name,  dares  the  champions 
of  ecclefiaffical  effablifhments,  and 
of  other  Chriffian  focieties  of  dif¬ 
ferent  denominations,  to  defend  their 
refpeCtive  conflitutions  from  the 
difgrace  which  he  imputes  to  them 
of  bearing  the  marks  of  the  bead. 
The  marks  which  he  fpeciftes  are, 
an  exercife  of  religious  powers  over 
the  mind  by  the  governor,  and  fub- 
miffion  to  this  power  in  the  fub- 
jeCt ;  enjoining  other  terms  of  com¬ 
munion  than  thofe  required  and  ap¬ 
pointed  by  our  Lord  himfelf  and 
his  apodies  ;  an  inordinate  fpirit  of 
ambition,  or  love  of  pre-eminence 
and  power ;  and  any  circumftance 
in  a  conditution  which  counteracts 
the  purpofe  of  recalling  men  to 
virtue  and  holinefs,  and  confpires 
in  promoting  and  confirming  the 
general  depravity  of  manners.  On 
each  of  thefe  marks  our  author  ex¬ 
patiates  in  a  flirewd  and  able  man¬ 
ner  ;  but,  perhaps,  with  too  great 
bitternefs  and  feverity  of  language. 
In  applying  them  to  our  national 
eftablifhment,  which  feems  to  have 
been  one  of  his  principal  intentions, 
he  challenges  its  dignitaries,  and  Dr. 
Horfley  by  name,  to  refute  the 
charges  which  he  ferioufiy  and  fo~ 
lemnly  brings ;  avowing  his  readi- 
nefs  to  come  forwards,  openly,  and 
in  his  own  character,  in  fupport  of 
them. 

Mr.  Booth’s  u  Effay  on  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Chrid,”  is  employed  in 
dievdng,  that  the  kingdom  of  Chrifl, 
or  the  Gofpel  church,  differs  from 
a  kingdom  of  this  world,  in  its  ori¬ 
gin,  its  fubjeCts,  its  laws,  its  exteif- 
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nal  fplendour,  its  immunities,  its 
riches  and  honours,  its  limits  and 
duration,  as  well  as  its  title.  Un¬ 
der  thefe  heads  we  meet  with  many 
juft  and  excellent  remarks,  which 
deferve  the  attention  of  the  advo¬ 
cates  for  eftablifhments  and  fubfcrip- 
tions.  We  meet,  likewife,  with 
jnany  valuable  leffpns,  particularly 
adapted  to  thofe  who  diffent  from 
our  eftabl iflied  church.  On  the 
whole,  the  author’s  fentiments  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  didfated  by  a 
well-informed  mind,  animated  by  a 
chearful  and  manly  piety. 

Mr.  Frend’s  u  Thoughts  onSub- 
fcriptions  to  religious  Tells,  parti¬ 
cularly  that  required  by  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Cambridge,  of  Candidates 
for  the  Degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,” 
contain  feveral  unanfwerable  argu¬ 
ments  againfr  the  continuance  of 
impolitions  which  can  anfwer  no 
other  purpofe  than  to  obftrudt  the 
progrefs  of  free  enquiry  and  ufeful 
knowledge.  This  pamphlet  appears 
to  have  been  occaftoned  by  the  re¬ 
jection  of  a  grace  for  the  removal 
of  fubfcription  at  the  time  of  tak¬ 
ing  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts, 
which  had  been  prefented  to  the 
caput  by  the  rev.  Dr.  Edwards. 
It  is  addrefTed  to  the  rev.  H.  W. 
Coulthurft,  fellow  of  Sidney-college, 
and  member  of  that  caput,  who 
was  particularly  active  in  prevent¬ 
ing  that  deferable  reformation,  and 
in  continuing  an  evil  which  is  la¬ 
mented  by  many  of  the  wifell  and 
belt  men  in  the  univerlity.  We 
admire  the  honed  warmth  with 
which  the  worthy  author  expofes 
the  illiberality  of  a  conduct  fo  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  interefts  of  found 
learning  and  genuine  religion.  And 
we  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far 
dillant,  when  the  fpirit  of  an  en¬ 
lightened  age  fhall  be  communicated 
to  the  governors  of  our  public  fe- 
jxiinaries ;  and  when  they  fhall  no 
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longer  deferve  the  opprobrium  un¬ 
der  which  they  were  included  by  a 
noble  correfpondent  of  Mr,  Locke’s : 
“  for  you  know  that  lort  of  men 
are  taught  rather  to  obey  than  un- 
derftand  ;  and  to  ufe  the  learning 
they  have,  to  juftify,  not  to  exa¬ 
mine,  what  their  fuperiors  com¬ 
mand,” 

The  “  True  and  faithful  Account 
of  the  Ifland  of  Veritas,  together 
with  the  Form  of  their  Liturgy,  &c.” 
is  a  religious  romance,  intended  to 
recommend  alterations  in  the  civil 
and  religious  eft  blilhment  of  this 
country.  The  author’s  chief  atten¬ 
tion,  however,  is  paid  to  religion  ; 
and  his  Liturgy  is  copied  from  that 
of  the  church  of  .England,  but  ac¬ 
commodated  to  the  principles  of 
Unitarians.  Independently  of  the 
author’s  opinions,  we  do  not  think 
that  the  alterations  which  he  has 
introduced,  have  been  effected  by  a 
judicious  hand.  Into  his  religious 
creed  he  has  admitted  unneceffary 
additions  ;  and  omitted  fome  of  the 
IT: oft  beautiful,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  unexceptionable  parts  in  the 
different  fervices  of  the  church. 
This  Liturgy  is  fucceeded  by  feve¬ 
ral  fermons,  intended  to  convey  a 
full  relation  of  the  religious  opini¬ 
ons  of  the  Veritarians,  which  do 
not  recommend  themfelves  by  any 
ftriking  difplay  of  abilities,  or  by 
the  beauties  of  competition. 

While  employed  in  reading 
“  Four  Tradls,  &c.  by  Robert 
j^olmes,  B.  D.”  we  met  with  fre¬ 
quent  opportunities  for  admiring 
the  learning  and  ingenuity  of  the 
author  ;  particularly,  in  the  notes 
which  he  has  added  to  explain  and 
confirm  his  text.  The  fubjedls  of 
thefe  tradls  are,  u  the  principle  ot 
religion  as  a  teft  of  divine  authori¬ 
ty  ;  the  principle  of  redemption, 
whether  if  premia  I,  it  is  agreeable ; 
or  if  judicial,  contrary,  to  divine 

redti- 
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•pedlitude  ;  the  angelical  meffage  to 
the  Virgin  Mary  ;  the  refurrec- 
tion  of  the  body,  as  inferred  from 
that  of  Chrift,  and  exemplified 
by  fcriptnral  cafes.”  On  thefe 
fiibjecrs  the  author  has  expatiated 
with  neatnefs  and  precifion,  and 
in  a  manner  that  does  credit  to 
Ills  abilities  as  a  theological  writer. 
We  ought,  however,  to  ©bferve, 
that  from  the  Oxthodox  believer, 
thefe  tracts  will  meet  with  the  moil, 
favourable  reception,  as  the  princi¬ 
ples  which  they  are  chiefly  intended 
to  eftablifh,  will  be  found  congenial' 
to  his  own.  The  volume  concludes 
with  a  fenfible  and  plead  ng  dif- 
•courfe  on  humility,  in  which  the 
the  author  powerfully  recommends 
this  admirable  and  Lifeful  virtue. 

The  two  volumes  of  44  EfTays  on 
important  Subjects,  by  Daniel  Tur¬ 
ner,  M.  A.”  contain  a  luminary  of 
our  author’s  fentiments  on  feveral 
Inter efting  truths  of  natural  and  re¬ 
vealed  religion  ;  and  are  offered  to 
the  public,  44  not  as  formal  difeuf- 
fions  of  their  refpedffve  fufcjedh, 
bift  as  general  hints  thrown  out  in 
a  curfory  way,  in  order  to  awaken 
the  attention  of  the  fincere  lovers 
of  truth,  and  lead  them  to  a  more 
liberal  and  diligent  enquiry  after 
it.”  The  effays  which  have  moft 
<©f  novelty  and  peculiarity  to  recom- 
rnend  them,  are  thofe  which  treat 
the  origin  of  the  notions  of  a 
God,  and  of  religion.  Thefe  he 
maintains  to  be  entirely  derived 
f  soto  traditionary  revelation.  There 
is,  likewife,  fomething  immediately 
his  own,  in  his  idea  of  miracles  .; 
which  he  does  not  confider  to  be 
violations  of  the  laws  of  nature, 
but  interpoiitions  of  the  Deity,  in 
which  he  adts  in  a  manner  fuperior 
to  the  operations  of  fecond  caufes, 
without  contradidting  or  oppofmg 
them.  In  difcuffxng  thefe  fubjedts, 
the  worthy  author,  whom  we  re- 
«pgnife  to  be  a  veteran  in  the  fer- 


vice  of  religion,  difplays  much  in¬ 
genuity  and  liberality  of  fentiment, 
and  a  laudable  zeal  in  his  attempt 
to  difeover  44  at  leaf!:  fame  of  thofe 
original  truths,  which  have  been 

aimoft  loft  among  the  rubbifh  of 
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popular  prejudices.”  In  his  theo¬ 
logical  opinions,  Mr.  Turner  chufes 
the  middle  read  between  what  he 
deems  to  be  the  dark  fubtilties  of 
Calvmifm,  and  the  more  hazardous 
fpeculaiions  of  modern  Unitarians. 

44  An  Efiay  on  the  Transfigura¬ 
tion  of  Chrift,”  by  an  anonymous 
writer,  is  'intended  to  prove,  that 
the  glory  of  our  Saviour  on  the 
mountain,  44  was  a  vifible  and  figura¬ 
tive  reprefentation  of  a  future  refur- 
rediion,  and  of  Chrift’s  coming  in. 
glory  to  judge  the  world,  and  to 
reward  with  everlafting  felicity  all 
his  faithful  fervants.”  A  fubjedt  of 
fo  fpeculative  a  nature,  and  which 
cannot  admit  of  pofitive  proof,  may 
afford  agreeable  employment  to  art 
ingenious  mind,  and  give  ample 
fcope  for  a  lively  imagination.  The 
preient  author  poffeffes  abilities  and 
fancy.  And  if  we  are  not  convinced 
of  the  truth  and  importance  of  hrs 
hypot hefts,  it  is.  not  owing  to  the 
weaknefs  of  his  reafoning,  but  to 
the  cloud's  and  darknefs  in  which  it 
muff  neceflarily  be  involved. 

44  IfraePs  Salvation,  or  an  Ac¬ 
count  from  the  Prophecies  of  Scrip¬ 
ture,  of  the  grand  Events  which 
await  the  Jews,  to  the  End  of  Time, 
by  Thomas  Reader,”  is  a  publica¬ 
tion  from  which  we  cannot  lav.  that 

v  * 

we  have  received  much  light  or  con- 
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vidiion.  And  we  conclude,  that 
mod:  of  our  readers  will  join  with 
us  in  pronouncing  him  to  be  a  fan¬ 
ciful,  rather  than  a  judicious  in¬ 
terpreter  of  feripture,  when  they 
find  him  informing  the  world,  with 
unqueftionable  ferioufnefs  and  gra¬ 
vity,  that  the  converfion  of  the 
Jews  will  commence  in  the  year 
1 8 1 6  ft  that  they  will  be  Called  to 

their 
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their  own  land  in  r  8b6  ;  that  in 
the  fame  year  an  earthquake  will 
deftroy  7000  inhabitants  of  Rome  ; 
that  Gog,  or  popery,  {hall  be  de¬ 
ft  roved  in  5941  ;  and  that,  after  a 
glorious  millenium,  about  the  year 
3  1  2  c,  the  world  will  be  at  an  end. 

The  44  Efiay  on  the  Advantages 
of  the  Knowledge  revealed  to  Man¬ 
kind,  concerning  the  Holy  Spirit, 
by  the  Rev.  Jofeph  Whiteley, 
M.  A.”  is  a  fenfible  and  elegant 
little  treatife,  which  has  been  de- 
fervedly  rewarded,  like  fome  of  the 
author’s  former  pieces,  by  the  Nor- 
rid  in  prize,  in  the  univerflty  of 
Cambridge.  Mr.  Whiteley  fun- 
pofes  tile  influences  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  be  neeeflary  for  faith  and 
repentance,  for  the  acquirement  and 
improvement  of  virtuous  difpofl- 
tions  and  habits,  for  confdlation, 
peace,  and  joy.  Thefe  influences 
he  confiders  to  be  of  a  perfu alive 
nature,  and  perfectly  confident  with 
a  freedom  of  determination  in  the 
moral  powers.  We  recommend  this 
efiay,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
ingenuity  which  the  author  difco- 
vers,  but,  alfo,  for  its  practical  and 
nfeful  tendency. 

The  late  Mr.  Ludlam,  rector  of 
Gockfieid  in  Suffolk,  and  formerly 
fellow  of  St.  John’s,  Cambridge, 
well  known  as  a  philofopher  and  a 
mathematician,  a  little  before  his 
death,  puhliflied  41  Two  E flays  on 
Juftification,  and  the  Influences  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.”  The  intention 
of  thefe  eflays  is  to  point  out  the 
injurious  ufe  made  by  fome  writers 
of  the  metaphorical  language  of 
fcripture,  and  to  expofe  their  pre¬ 
tentions  to  the  teaching  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit,  or  a  kind  of  divine  inspiration. 

It  is  but  juflice  to  his  merits  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  he  reafons  like  a  man  of 
genuine  piety  and  found  fenfe  ;  and 
pleads  for  the  ufe  of  our  under¬ 
standing  in  religious  enquiries,  with 
J  78b. 
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the  zeal  and  candour  of  an  enlight¬ 
ened  and  liberal  Chriflian. 

The  author  of  44  A  true  EAimate 
of  the  Light  of  Infpiration,  and 
the  Light  of  Human  Learning* 
both  before  and  fince  the  ApoRolic 
Age/’  vvarnflv  attacks  the  principle 
advanced  in  Dr.  Horfley’s  fermon, 
which  we  noticed  in  our  la  if  year’s 
RegiAer.  The  prefent  writer  is  a 
zealous  advocate  for  extraordinary 
infpiration,  in  particular  circum- 
Aances,  and  an  ordinary  infpiration 
common  to  all  true  believers.  And 
he  intimates,  that  it  is  abfurb  to  flip- 
pofe,  that  the  light  •  of  human  learn- 
ing  or  philofophy  is  neeeflary  for 
the  right  under Rand  in  p-  or  clear  com- 
munication  of  ChriRian  dodhdne. 
We  think,  that  the  author  of  this 
pamphlet  has  totally  miftaken  the 
great  objedt  of  Dr.  Horfley  ;  that 
he  is  himfelf  chargeable  with  illibe- 
rality,  and  a  want  of  decorum  ;  and 
that  the  principle  which  he  would 
eRabiifh,  were  it  admitted,  would 
prove  a  fruitful  fource  of  enthuilafoi 
and  fanaticifm. 

From  the  fame  pen  has  the  pub¬ 
lic  b  en  prefented  with  44  Thoughts 
on  the  diAindt  Provinces  of  Revela¬ 
tion  and  Philofophy/’  the  objedt  of 
which  is  not  to  fhew  that  philofo¬ 
phy  is  ufelefs,  but  that  it  has  little 
connedtion  with  a  religion  founded 
on  divine  revelation.  Although  we 
have  no  doubt  of  the  fincerity  and 
good  intentions  of  the  author,  and 
can  readily  fubfcrifce  to  many  of  his 
pofitions,  we  cannot  perfuade  our- 
felves  of  the  importance  or  utility 
of  his  work ;  and  are  alrnofl  ready 
to  fufpedt  him  of  a  fondnefs  for 
combating  with  phantoms. 

It  is  with  real  pleafure  that  we 
are  able  to  annource  an  Englifh 
tranflation  of  M.  Ferdinand  Olivier 
Petit pierre’s  44  Thoughts  on  Divine 
Goodnefs,  relative  to  moral  Agents, 
particularly  difplayed  in  future  Re- 
Q  wards 
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wards  and  Punifhments,”  of  which 
we  gave  an  account,  under  a  differ¬ 
ent  title,  in  our  Hiftory  of  Foreign 
Literature  for  the  year  1787.  This 
very  interefting  work  in  tranfiated 
with  fufheient  fidelity ;  and  we  hear¬ 
tily  recommend  it  to  all  who  are 
not  already  in  polfeffion  of  the  ex¬ 
cellent  original. 

“  The  Univerfal  Reftoration, 
exhibited  in  a  Series  of  Dialogues 
between  a  Mi  niff  er  and  his  Friend, 
&c.  by  Elhanan  Wincheffer,”  is 
written  in  defence  of  the  dodh'ine  of 
the  final  falvation  of  all  men :  a 
doctrine  which  hath  many  advo¬ 
cates  among  wife  and  good  men  ; 
which  is  founded  on  the  pureff  phi¬ 
lanthropy,  and  on  the  moft  pleafing 
views  of  the  Divine  government. 
Our  author  difeuffes  his  fubjedt  in 
a  manner  which  is  well  adapted  to 
make  impreffion  on  the  generality  of 
readers ;  and  very  properly  refers  its 
ultimate  decifion  to  the  -different  re¬ 
velations  of  the  Divine  will ;  and, 
particularly,  to  that  in  the  GofpeL 
Mr.  Kirusford’s  “  Appeal  to  the 
Scriptures  in  general,  on  the  Uni¬ 
verfal  ity  of  the  Divine  Love  to 
Man,  and  the  univerfal  Extent  of 
our  Saviour’s  Death,”  contains  a 
warm  and  powerful  attack  on  the 
Calviniffic  dodfrines  of  particular 
redemption,  eiedtion,  and  repro¬ 
bation.  The  author  appears  to  be 
well  acquainted  with  the  feriptures, 
and  with  his  fubjedt ;  and  his  per¬ 
formance  is,  on  the  whole,  fenfible 
.and  ufeful.  It  would,  however, 
have  appeared  with  much  greater 
advantage,  if  it  had  not  been  re¬ 
markable  for  incorredtnefs  of  me- 
'  thod  and  ftyle,  and  an  occafional 
coarfenefs  of  language  which  his 
opponents  will  be  glad  to  conffrue 
into  illiberal! ty. 

The  fame  fubjedt  has  employed 
the  pen  of  Mr.  James1  Skinner,  in 
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his  u  Free  Thoughts  on  the  Extent 
of  the  Death  of  Chrift,  the  Doc¬ 
trine  of  Reprobation,  & c.”  whofe 
mind,  though  in  many  refpedts  at¬ 
tached  to  the  popular,  and  what  are 
commonly  deemed  the  orthodox  doc¬ 
trines,  revolts  at  opinions  which  re- 
prefent  the  divine  Being,  rather  as  an 
object  of  horror  than  of  confidence 
and  love. 

The  “  Summary  View  of  the 
Grounds  of  Chriftian  Baptifm,  with 
a  more  particular  Reference  to  the 
Baptifm  of  Infants,  by  John  Pal¬ 
mer,1”  contains  a  rational  explana¬ 
tion  of  the  nature  and  intention  of 
that  Chriftian  rite  ;  and  a  clear  and 
confiftent  view  of  the  arguments  in 
favour  of  baptizing  children.  The 
latter  lofe  no  part  of  their  weight 
in  our  author’s  hands.  But  what 
pleafes  us  more  particularly,  in 
reading  this  treatife  is,  that  while  a 
flrenuous  advocate  for  the  inftitu- 
tion,  as  applied  to  infants,  he  op- 
pofes  the  fuperftitious  notions  of 
thofe  who  infift  on  its  faving  effica¬ 
cy,  or  afcribe  to  it  a  falfe  import¬ 
ance.  The  light  in  which  pe  confi- 
ders  it,  “  is  that  of  a  rite  of  dedica¬ 
tion,  on  the  part  of  the  parents,  or 
thofe  who  take  charge  of  the  child, 
initiatory  of  the  infant-fubjedt,  as 
a  difeiple  of  Jefus,  and  declaratory 
of  their  intention  to  train  it  up  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  diredtions  of  their 
Lord  and  Matter.* *  To  this  fum- 
marv  view,  the  fenfible  and  liberal 
author  has  added  a  form  of  fervice 
made  ufe  of  on  fuck  occafions ;  which 
is  drawn  up  with  neatnefs  ah  cl  pro¬ 
priety,  and  adapted  to  the  rational 
view  which  he  has  given  of  the  in- 
ftitution. 

The  u  Thoughts  On  the  Import¬ 
ance  of  the  Manners  of  the  Great 
to  general  Society,”  are  addrefled 
neither  to  the  eminently  pious,  nor 
the  hagitioufly  wicked,  but  to  thofe 

who* 
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who  are,  in  general,  termed  goo 
tort  of  people.  The  intention  of 
them  is,  to  point  out  fuch  frailties 
and  imperfections  in  that  defcription 
of  men,  as  arife  from  thoughtleff- 
nefs  and  inattention,  rather  than 
from  a  want  of  good  principles  ; 
but  which  produce  a  moff  unhappy 
effedt  on  the  middlings  and  lower 

O 

clalTes  of  lh*  community.  And 
what  is  mad  -more  particularly  the 
fubjedf  of  animadverfion  is,  the 
indecorum  of  their  condudt  with 
refpedb  to  the  obfervance  of  Sun¬ 
day.  The  ftvle  of  this  little  vo¬ 
lume  is  pointed  and  fevere ;  the 
fientiments  are  ferrous,  and,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  juft  ;  and  we  heartily  recom¬ 
mend  it  on  account  of  its  ufeful  de- 
fign  and  tendency. 

4<  A  Letter  to  the  Author  of 
Thoughts  on  the  Manners  of  the 
Great/3  is  the  production  of  an 
acute  and  fenftble  writer,  who,  at 
the  fame  time  that  he  agrees  with 
his  opponent  in  his  leading  princi¬ 
ple,  that  reformation,  to  be  general, 
muft  originate  with  the  fuperior  or¬ 
ders  of  fociety,  entertains  quite  a 
different  opinion  with  refpedt  to  the 
condudt  which  the  great  ftiould  pur- 
fue  in  accompliftiing  that  important 
objedt.  He,  particularly,  difagrees 
with  the  former  writer, refpedting  the 
gbfervance  of  Sunday.  The  man-  • 
ner  in  which  our  laws  command 
that  day  to  be  obferved,  conduce, 
in  his  opinion,  u  to  leffen  the  gene¬ 
ral  reverence  for  religion,  to  impede 
its  progreft,  and  even  to  lead  the 
vulgar  to  fufpedt  its  lacred  authori¬ 
ty/3  Net  that  the  author  objedfs 
to  the  propriety  of  betting  a  day  a- 
part  for  the  public  worlhip  of  the 
Deity.  He  recommends  a  proper 
attendance  on  that  becoming  and 
edifying  duty  ;  but  would  have  the 
latter  part  of  the  day  devoted  to 
innocent  feftivity.  We  think  that 
this  writer’s  preliminary  affertion. 
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relpedfing  the  obfervance  of  Sun¬ 
day,  is  bold  and  paradoxical ;  and 
that  the  plan  which  he  recommends, 
inftead  of  having  the  effedt  which 
he  fpeaks  of  on  the  lower  orders  of 
people,  would  contribute  to  the  ra¬ 
pid  progrefs  of  licentioufnefs  and  im¬ 
piety.  It  is  but  juftice,  however, 
to  obferve,  that  inftead  of  being  an 
intentional  advocate  for  depravity 
of  manners,  the  author  entertains 
a  firm  conviction  of  the  importance 
of  religion  and  good  morals ;  and 
defends  his  opinions  with  much 
learning  and  ability.  He  has  alfo 
gratified  his  readers  with  an  ingeni¬ 
ous  and  curious  hiftory  offabbatical 
inftitutions. 

The  Sermons  of  the  year  1788 
have  been  unufually  numerous ; 
and  fome  of  them  are  entitled  to 
fuftain  a  high  rank  among  pulpit 
compofitions.  In  endeavouring  to 
lay  before  our  readers  a  concife  and 
general  view  of  their  character,  be¬ 
fore  we/pay  our  refpect  to  living 
merit,  we  fhall  take  a  view  of  iuch 
pofthumous  publications  as  are  re¬ 
commended  to  us,  either  bv  the  re- 
fpedtable  names  of  their  authors,  or 
their  own  intrinfic  excellence. 

At  the  head  of  this  lift,  we  may, 
with  the  utmoft  propriety,  place 
the  three  volumes  of  u  Sermons  on 
various  Subjects,  by  the  late  Rev. 
ThomasLeland,  D .D/3  The  celebri¬ 
ty  which  Dr.  Leland  acquired  in  the 
literary  world,  by  his  tranflation  of 
Demofthenes,  and  his  various  hifto- 
rical  produftions,  will,  doubtlefs, 
lead  the  public  to  form  high  expec-. 
tations  from  the  volumes  before  us. 
And  we  may  venture  to  pronounce, 
that,  making  due  allowance  for  fuch 
trifling  imperfections  and  inaccura¬ 
cies,  as  muft  attend  pofthumous 
works,  which,  probably,  were  ne¬ 
ver  intended  for  the  public  eye,  they 
will  not  be  difappointed.  Several 
of  the  difeourfes  of  which  thdfbvo- 
O  3  lumes 
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1  umes  conlift,  are  on  the  evidences 
of  revealed  religion.  Some  of  them, 
delivered  on  particular  occalions, 
have  been  formerly  publilhed  :  the 
reft  are  on  ufeful  and  practical  fob- 
jt'dls.  We  know  not  how  we  can 
better  charafterife  them,  than  by 
adopting  the  language  of  the  editor, 
who  has  prefixed  a  brief  account  of 
the  life  and  writings  of  the  author. 
“  The  peculiar  charadfer  which  per¬ 
vades  and  colours  his  difcourfes, 
feems  to  be  that  of  ftrong  earneif- 
nefs,  an  intenfe  effort  to  perfoade 
and  to  imprefs  conviction,  foi  table 
to  a  teacher  of  doftrines,  and  en¬ 
forcer  of  precepts,  the  ufeful  im¬ 
portance  of  which  is  equal  to  their 
truth  and  fitnefs.  Sound  fenfe,  clear 
and  folid  reasoning,  juft;  reprefelit  •- 
lions  of  human  life,  and  juft  ob- 
fervations  on  it,  Chriftian  argument 
and  enforcement,  and  pathetic  ad- 
drefs,  in  a  nervoufnefs  of  expreffion, 
and  a  fonoroufnefs  and  dignity  of 
compofition,  which  rather  feem  the 
refolt  of  habit,  than  of  caution  and 
curious  feleCIion ;  thefe  are  what 
the  reader  may  expedf,  and  thefe 
never  difgraced  by  vulgarity  or  lit- 
tlenefs.” 

The  two  volumes  of  “  Sermons 
on  practical  Subjects,  by  the  late  rev. 
Heiry  Stebbing,  D.  D.  Preacher  to 
the  Hon.  Society  of  Gray’s  Inn, 
&c.”  though  not  publiftied  till  after 
the  death  of  the  author,  were  pre¬ 
pared  by  him  fortheprefs,  to  which 
they  were  fent  in  his  life-time. 
Thefe  Sermons  are  diftinguifticd  by 
numerous  proofs  of  the  author’s 
learning  and  piety '  and  inculcate 
important  and  neceffary  truths  in  a 
plain  and  forcible  manner.  We 
cannot,  however,  recommend  them 
as  models  of  firyle  and  compofition. 
W e '  ibmetimes  obferve  in  them, 
glaring  improprieties  of  expreffion, 
and  a  quaintnefs  of  fentiment  and 
-phrafi.  ology  which  are  unfoitable  to 
’the  correct  tafte  of  the  prefent  times. 
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But,  notwithstanding  thefe  defects, 
they  pallets  real  merit  ;  and  deferve 
to  be  recommended  for  their  ufeful 
tendency. 

Of  a  ftmilar  character  are  the 
u  Diffourfes  on  various  Subjects  ; 
to  which  are  added,  Confidentions 
on  Pluralities,  by  Samuel  Dilney, 
LL.  B.  late  Vicar  of  Haiitead, 
Effix.”  They  breathe  a.fpirit  of 
lincere  and  ardent  piety ;  and  convey 
ufeful  exhortations  in  plain  and  ani¬ 
mated  language.  But  the  reader 
will  meet  in  them  with  many  auk- 
ward  and  improper  expreffions, 
which  iliould  be  avoided  in  good 
writing.  The  author’s  Considera¬ 
tions  on  Pluralities,  were  dictated 
by  learning,  good  fenfe,  and  piety  ; 
and,  together  with  Ills  irrefragable 
arguments  againfl  non-retidence,  are 
worthy  of  the  ferious  attention  of 
the  clerical  order. 

The  “  Sermons  preached  in  the 
Britifh  Ambaffador’s  Chapel  at  Pa¬ 
ris,  by  the  rev.  Paul  Henry  Maty, 
M.  A.  F.  R.  S.  &c.”  will  be  found  to 
do  no  diicredit  to  the  talents  and  cha¬ 
racter  by  which  the  worthy  author 
was  diftinguifhed  in  the  literary 
world.  They  afford  a  happy  chip! ay 
of  learning,  genius,  and  piety;  and 
are  well  adapted  to  improve  the 
hearts  of  thofe  who  with  to  read  for 
the  fake  of  inftrudtion.  But  they  do 
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not  appear  under  all  the  advantages 
which  the  author’s  fiiiifhing  hand 
would  have  given  them.  In  their 
prefent  Rate  they  are  publilhed  for 
the  benefit  of  his  widow,  and  ion ; 
and  we  rejoice  to  find,  that  filch  a 
numerous  and  refpeCtable  body7  of 
fobferibers  has  concurred  with  the 
generous  willies  of  the  editors.  It 
ought  not  to  be  concealed  that  the 
14th,  1  qth,  and  foth  fermons  are  lite¬ 
ral  tranferipts  from  archbifhop  Seek¬ 
er,  incautioufly  admitted  among 
com  pofit  ions  which  are  ftrongly 
marked  with  the  peculiar  character 
of  the  author.  Of 
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Of  the  “  Sermons,  on  different 
Subjects,  left  for  Publication  by 
J  ohn  Taylor,  JL/L.  D,  late  .Preben¬ 
dary  of  Weftminfter,  &c.  we  can¬ 
not  but  entertain  a  very  high  and  ex¬ 
alted  opinion.  It  has  been  pretty 
generally  fuppofed,  that  they  are 
indebted  for  their  origin  to  the  judi¬ 
cious  and  mafterly  pen  of  the  late 
Dr.  johnfon.  Whether  that  fufpi- 
aon  be  well  founded,  or  other  wile, 
they  pofftfs  that  ftrength,  perfpicu- 
it'y,  and  energy,  that  piety,  and  that 
ardent  love  of  virtue,  which  might 
be  expected  from  the  author  of  the 
Rambler.  Audit  is  not  invidious  to 
obierve,  that  thev  are  occafionally 
marked  by  that  gloom inefs  of  reli¬ 
gious  fentiment,  from  which  the  bell 
writings  of  that  extraordinary  cha- 
rafter  are  not  entirely  exempt. 
Thefe  blemifhes,  however,  are  in¬ 
finitely  overbalanced  bv  the  folid 
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ferde,  judicious' obiervations  on  hu¬ 
man  life,  and  faint  ary  leflons,  which 
occur  in  every  difcourle.  To  the 
younger  clergy  they  may  be  pro- 
pofed  as  an  admirable  model. 

Dr.  Watfori,  Bfthop  of  Landaff, 
in  his  volume  of  u  Sermons  on  pub¬ 
lic  Occafions,  and  Tracts  on  reli¬ 
gious  SubjeCts, 5  5  has  collected  toge¬ 
ther  his  fcattered  pieces,  which  have 
at  different  times  appeared  before 
the  public,  and  fome  additional  fer- 
mons  and  treatifes.  Of  the  pieces 
which  are  republifhed,  fever  a  1  have 
been  the  objects  of  our  attention  in 
former  volumes  of  this  work,  and 1 
have  received  our  fill  left  approbation 
and  praif;3.  The  parts  of  this  col¬ 
lection  which  are  new  are,  two  cha¬ 
rity  Sermons  ;  an  Appendix  to  the 
Difconrfe  of  the  Clergy  of  the  Arch¬ 
deaconry  of  Ely  ;  another  to  the  Let¬ 
ter  to  the  late  Archbiftiop  of  Can¬ 
terbury,  and  two  or  three  notes. 
Thefe  different  pieces  difplay  the 
fame  marks  of  genius  and  learning 
with  the  other  admirable  produc¬ 


tions  of  our  prelate,  and  are  equal¬ 
ly  worthy  of  his  elegant  and  inftruc- 
tive  pen.  As  feveral  of  the  fermons 
are  on  political  fubjeCts,  it  is  not  to 
be  fuppofed  that  they  can  be  equally 
acceptable  to  all  parties.  In  our  ef- 
timation,  the  lentiments  which  they 
convey  are  perfectly  juft  and  confti- 
tutional,  and  “  wholly  confonant  to 
that  fyftem  of  civil  government, 
which  it  would  be  the  intereft  of 
freemen  every  where  to  fubmit  to  ; 
and  entirely  repugnant  to  that, 
which  it  is  the  unhappinefs  of  Haves 
in  many  countries  to  endured’ 

Dr.  Croft’s  “  Eight  Sermons, 
preached  before  the  Univerfity  of 
Oxford,  in  the  year  1786,  at  the 
LeCture  founded  by  the  late  John 
Bampton  M.  A,”  are  principally 
employed  in  vindicating  our  efta- 
bliflied  Church  againft  the  objections’ 
of  Diffenters.  In  attempting  this 
arduous  talk,  Dr.  Croft  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  the  moft  formidable 
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champion  by  whom  our  ft  Claries 
have  been  dared  into  the  held.  To 
have  gained  honour  from  the  dif- 
cufiion  of  fiich  a  fubjeCt,  required 
extenftve  knowledge,  a  correct  judg¬ 
ment,  and  a  candid  liberal  fpirit. 
We  do  not  perceive  many  traces  of 
thefe  endowments  in  the  volume  be¬ 
fore  us.  On  the  contrary,  we  meet 
with  repeated  inftanres  of  confident 
albert  ion,  feeble  and  inconfifteiit  rea- 
foning,  and  of  a  delire  to  inculcate 
that  blind  deference  to  authority 
which  is  radically  deftruCtive  of  free 
enquiry,  and  the  genuine  principles 
of  toleration.  Of  our  author’s  in¬ 
tegrity  we  entertain  a  much  higher 
opinion  than  of  his  abilities ;  and 
we  imagine  that  thefe  would  have 
appeared  to  greater  advantage,  had 
he  chofen  a  more  fortunate  fubjeCt. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  in  his  u  Difcourfes 
on  Scripture  Myfteries,”  preached  at 
the  Bampton  LeChire,  in  the  year 
1787,  has  hxed  upon  the  doCtrine  of 
•  O  3  ,  tiie 
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the  Trinity,  as  the  principal  objedt 
of  his  difcudion.  Notwithstanding 
that  he  felicitates  himfelf  on  44  hav¬ 
ing  chofen  more  advantageous 
ground  than  many  of  his  fellow-fol- 
diers  in  this  warfare,”  we  cannot  pay 
him  the  compliment  of  faying  that 
he  retires  from  the  combat  with 
greater  honours  than  thofe  who  have 
preceded  him.  And  the  new  argu¬ 
ments  which  he  produces  we  conceive 
to  be  far  lefs  conclufive  than  any 
which  have  hitherto  been  made  tile 
of  in  this  controverfy.  The  dyle 
and  language  of  our  author  are  fre¬ 
quently  incontinent  with  the  rules  of 
propriety  and  elegance  :  and  the  il¬ 
liberal  cenfures  which  he  paffes  on 
fuch  refpedtable  and  excellent  men  as 
Mr.  Locke,  Dr.  Clarke,  Dr.  Sykes, 
and  Dr.  [  ohn  T aylor,  are  deferring 
of  the  fevered  reprehension. 

The  44  Sermons  on  various  inter- 
effing  fubiedts,  preached  in  the  Pa- 
rifh  Church  of  Lewifham,  in  Kent, 
by  the  Rev.  Jofhua  Morton,  of 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,”  are 
Serious  and  ufefui  compositions.  The 
ftyle  is  Sometimes  too  difrufive ; 
and  the  language  is  occafionaliy  de- 
bafed  by  improper  and  colloquial 
expreflions ;  but,  in  general  it  is  Am¬ 
ple  and  perfpicuous,  and  often  ele¬ 
gant.  As  the  principal  objedt  of  the 
author  was  to  affedt  the  heart,  he  has 
not  attempted  to  introduce  44  fcrip- 
ture  criticiSm,  abffract  reafoning, 
or  points  of  fpeculative  theology  :” 
and  he  truffs,  44  that  no  Sentiment 
has  found  admiffion  among  them, 
but  which  the  church  of  England, 
wherein  he  ferves  as  a  minider,  has 
Sanctioned,  and  will  juffify.” 

Of  the  44  Twenty-eight  Miscella¬ 
neous  Sermons,  by  a  Clergyman  of 
the  Church  of  England,”  we  have 
been  led  to  form  a  very  favourable 
opinion.  Though  not  entitled  to 
the  drd  rank  among  the  choice  col- 
ledtkms  of  our  Englifh  divines,  they 
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are  to  be  recommended  for  their  in¬ 
genuity,  precision,  and  elegance  ; 
and  may  be  read  with  pleafure  and 
advantage,  in  the  clofet,  and  in  the 
family. 

The  volume  of  44  Practical  Ser¬ 
mons,  by  W,  M.  Trinder,  LL.  B, 
and  M.  D.”,  appears  to  owe  its  pub¬ 
lication  to  a  dncere  intention  in  the 
author  to  contribute  his  bed  endea¬ 
vours  in  inculcating  theChridian  and 
moral  virtues.  It  is  to  be  lamented, 
however,  that  he  diould  be  So  far  un  ¬ 
mindful  of  the  Spirit  of  our  holy 
faith  as  to  wifh,  that  any  of  his  fel¬ 
low  Chridians,  who  differ  from  him 
in  opinion,  fhouid  be  abridged  of 
their  natural  and  inherent  rights. 
We  advert  to  his  call  on  the  legida- 
ture  to  oblige  all  fchooimaders  to 
conform  to  the  liturgy  of  the  church 
of  England.  The  author  forgot 
that  our  prefent  datute  book  is  ini¬ 
mical  to  fuch  an  oppreflion,  as  well 
at  the  Gofpel,  of  which  he  would 
be  thought  a  confident  minider. 

Charlefworth’s  44  Practical  Ser¬ 
mons,  feledted  and  abridged  from 
various  Authors,”  are  compiled 
from  the  difcourfes  of  many  of  our 
late  Divines,  and  adapted  to  the  ca¬ 
pacity  and  tade  of  general  readers. 
He  Seems  to  have  had  in  view  the 
plan  of  Dr.  Enfield ;  only  that  he 
has  taken  a  bolder  liberty  in  making 
fuch  alterations  as  feemed  to  him  to 
be  improvements.  Without  giving 
our  approbation  to  fuch  a  pradtice, 
we  may  venture  to  recommend  thefe 
Sermons,  as  fendble,  plain,  and  de¬ 
vout  compodtions.  The  2d,  t;th, 
and  1 1  th,  are  the  productions  of  Mr. 
Charlefworth. 

Of  Mr.  Percival  Stockdale’s 
44  Eight  Sermons,”  we  entertain  a 
fimilar  opinion  with  what  we  ex- 
prefTed  on  the  publication  of  a  for¬ 
mer  volume  by  the  fame  author. 
They  are  of  a  pradtical  and  ufeful 
tendency ;  and  from  many  paffagea 

son- 
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convince  ns  that  the  author  is  not  def- 
titute  of  ingenuity.  But  his  mean¬ 
ing  is  frequently  obfcured  by  a  pom¬ 
pous  verbofity  :  and  the  graver  and 
more  ferious  parts  of  his  addreffes 
iofe  a  confiderable  fliare  of  their  ef¬ 
fect,  from  being  intermixed  with  a 
profusion  of  poetical  fcraps  and  de- 
fcriptions.  By  carefully  avoiding 
fuch  faults,  Mr.  Stockdale  might 
render  his  Difcourfes  generally  ac¬ 
ceptable  and  edifying. 

The  “Specimens  of  Sermons  and 
Prayers  of  a  late  divine,  for  the  life 
of  the  young,”  publifhed  by  Edward 
Hall,  were  evidently  left  by  the 
author  in  an  imperfect  and  unfinifh- 
ed  Hate.  They  retain  many  of  the 
mcorrectnefies  into  which  a  young 
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and  lively  imagination  is  apt  to  be 
betrayed,  and  which  a  careful  revi¬ 
sion  would  eafily  have  detected.  But 
notwithftanding  this,  they  are  not 
deftitute  of  ingenuity  and  beauty. 
And  thofe  who  can  diveft  themfelves 
of  the  ftrict  feverity  of  criticifm, 
may  read  them  with  pleafure  and  im¬ 
provement. 

The  fingle  Sermons  of  the  year 
have  been  exceedingly  numerous ; 
and  many  of  them,  if  it  were  con¬ 
fident  with  the  limits  which  eve  are 
obliged  to  preferibe  to  ourlelves, 
would  be  entitled  to  diftimft  and  par¬ 
ticular  notice.  In  the  number  of 
thofe  which  we  cannot  entirely  over¬ 
look  are,  the  bifhop  of  Gloucefter’s 
“  Sermon  preached  before  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in 
the  Abbey  Church  of  Weftminfter 
January  30.  1788;”  and  Dr.  Rees’s 
Difcourfe,  delivered  April  3  .  1788, 
at  the  Old  Jury,  illuftrating  and  re¬ 
commending  “  the  advantages  of 
knowledge”  to  the  fupporters  of  the 
the  new'  academical  infiitution  a- 
among  Proteftant  Diffenters. 

The  bifhop  of  Gloucefter’s  Sermon 
is  judicious  and  fertfible ;  and  the  re¬ 
view  which  he  takes  ot  the  caufes 


and  confequences  which  preceded 
and  followed'  the  event  of  that  day, 
is,  upon  the  whole,  candid  and  juft* 
But  many  obje6f  ions  will  be  made  to 
what  he  has  advanced  under  the 
heads  of  inff  ruff  ion  which  he  de¬ 
duces  from  his  fubjeff  :  particularly, 
to  what  he  has  laid  on  the  ufe  and 
equity  of  a  teft  law,  by  way  of  fe- 
curity  to  the  eftablifhed  church  ;  and 
the  jealoufy  which  he  would  excite 
againff  thole  who  are  for  correcting 
abufes  in  our  religious  polity.  Dr. 
Rees’s  Sermon  contains  a  forcible  and 
happy  elucidation  of  the  advantage 
of  knowledge  in  general,  and  of  re¬ 
ligious  knowledge  in  particular,  to 
perfons  defigned  for  civil  profelfions 
or  employments,  at  three  diftinguifh- 
ing  periods  of  life  :  in  the  interval 
between  receiving  the  inftruffions  of 
a  fchool,  and  manhood  ;  whbn  they 
are  fettled  in  the  world  ;  and  when 
they  retire  from  its  bufy  and  affive 
fcenes.  Towards  the  conclufion  of 
the  Sermon,  fome  ftriefures  are  in¬ 
troduced  on  the  conduct  of  our  imi- 
verlities  in  requiring  a  religious  fub- 
feription  from  thofe  who  refort  thi¬ 
ther  for  education,  which  are  wor¬ 
thy  the  ferious  attention  of  their 
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governors. 

We  fhould,  likewife,  deem  our- 
felves  guilty  of  a  blameable  onilf- 
fton,  if  we  were  to  make  no  mention 
of  fome  of  the  principal  difcourfes 
which  were  delivered  on  the  cen¬ 
tennial  commemoration  of  the  Revo¬ 
lution.  Among  thefe,  Dr.  Kippis’s 
“  Sermon,  preached  at  the  Old 
Jewry,  before  the  Society  for  com¬ 
memorating  the  glorious  Revolu¬ 
tion,”  contains  a  beautiful  and  juft 
eulogium  on  the  excellences  of  the 
Britilh  Conlfitution,  which  were 
confirmed  and  increafed  by  that  im¬ 
portant  event;  and  illuftrates  the 
fubjebf.  inaplcafmg  and  interefting 
manner,  by  a  brief  hiftorical  view 
«f  it’s  introduction  by  the  Saxons, 
O  4  of 
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of  the  various  infringements  made 
on  it  by  the  T udors  and  Stuarts,  till 
■it  was  fully  and  accurately  defined 
at  the  .aceellion  of  ;  William  III. 

Dr.  Enfield’s  44  Sermon  preached 
at  Norwich,”  treats  on  the  fame  fubr 
je£t,  in  elegant  and  animated  lan¬ 
guage,  together  with  the  confer 
eprences  which  the  fpii  jt  of  ILerty 
is  likely  to  produce  in  civil  fociety  ; 
and  concludes  with  a  judicious  ad- 
drefs  to  his  countrymen  on  the  pro¬ 
per  exercife  of  their  glorious  privi- 
.leges. 

Dr.  Hunter  s  44  Sermon,  preach¬ 
ed  before  the  Scottsfii  Prefbytery 
jn  London,  at  the  Scots  Church, 
London  Wall,”  is  a  fenfible  and 
pleating  addrefs  to  his  hearers,  on  the 
benefits  which  God  has  bellowed  up¬ 
on  us  in  general ;  and,  particularly, 
jn  the  emancipation  from  fpiritual 
tyranny,  of  which  King  Wild  am 
was  the  inflrument.  To  this  dil- 
courfe  are  added  hillorical. notes  con¬ 
taining  the  fiubfiance  of  Magna  Char- 
ta,  reflections  on  the  illegal  and  ty¬ 
rannical  conduct  of  the  ill-fated 
houle  of  Stuart,  and  an  ahfiradt  of 
the  act  i  W  ill.  and  Mary,  declar¬ 
ing  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
fiubject. 

Mr.  Wood’s  u  Two  Sermons, 
preached  at  Mill-hill  Chapel,  in 
Leeds,”  contain  a  judicious  History 
of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  civil  li¬ 
berty,  and  reflections  on  the  purity 
of  religion  and  the  rights  of  con¬ 
fidence,  which  breathe  a  manly  and 
liberal  fpirit,  and  will  be  found  con¬ 
genial  to  the  fentiments.  of  eveiy  en¬ 
lightened  and  geiRrons  Briton. 

Mr.  Pegged  44  Sermon,  preached 
at  Whittington,  Derby  (hire,”  is  a 
plain,  fei  Ions,  well-meai: t,  and  ufe- 
fui  diloourfie.  On  the  bldimgs  be- 
■ftowed  op  us  by  the  Revolution  lie 
expatiates  with  the  warmth  of  an 
jbonefi  patriot ;  and  in  his  call  on  the 
different  orders  of  the  community 
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to  perpetuate  thefe  blefiings,  by  a 
feafonabie  reformation  of  abufes,  he 
appears  in  his  proper  charadfer,  as 
a  venerable  and  faithful  minifler  of 
theGofpel.  W e  cannot  help  exprefB 
ing  our  with  that,  on  this  occafion, 
he  had  confined  himfelf  to  finch  laud¬ 
able  and  unexceptionable  topics,  and 
been  more  fip  ring  of  his  confutes  on 
thofe  who  are  for  extending  reform¬ 
ation.  to  the  church  as  well  as  to  the 
Rate. 

Dr.  Milne’s  44  Sermon,  preached 
at  St.  Margarets,  Weftmi niter,  be¬ 
fore  a  Society  of  Noblemen  and  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  Friends  to  the  Conffitu- 
tion,”  on  the  5th,  of  November, 
contains  many  pertinent  obferva- 
tions  on  the  doctrine  of  a  divine  fu- 
perintendence  of  Rates,  and  nations. 
Thefe  are  confirmed  by  an  hifioric 

a' 

view  of  the  occurences  in  the  jew- 
ifh  Rate,  and  thofe  attending  the  pro- 
p  gation  of  the  Gofpei  ;  of  the  an¬ 
nals  of  every  nation  and  people,  and 
particularly  t-.ofe  of  our  own  coun¬ 
try.  When  adverting  to  the  glori¬ 
ous  Revolution,  his  reflections  on 
that  event,  are,  in  general,-  pious, 
liberal,  and  jnR.  And  we  Rio u Id 
have  beftowed  on  r  entire  approbation 
on  his  fenfible  and  elegant  difeourfe, 
if  he  had  not  occafionaliy,  and  need- 
lefslv,  introduced  exprellions  -which 
befperk  him  unfavourable  to  the 
right  of  free  religious  enquiry.  W  ith 
thefe  fihort  and  imperfect  notices  of 
difeourfes,  on  the  contents  and  excel¬ 
lences  of  which  we.  could  have  en¬ 
larged  with  muchpleafure,  we  clofe 
our  Catalogue  of.  the  Theological 

Publications  of  the  •year. 

« > 

In  Metaphyfics,  Dr.  Reid’s  44  Ef- 
fays  on  the  active  Powers. of  Man,” 
form  the  mofl  valuable  and  import ■? 
ant  publication  of  the  year.  This 
work  is  the  fequel  of  our  author’s 
treadle  on  the  44-  intellectual  Powers 
pf  Man,”  of  which  we  gave  an  am 

count 
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count  in  our  Reeifter  for  the  year 

o  ^ 

n.8'5,  and  affords  equal  proofs  of 
his  extend ve  knowledge,  deep  pene¬ 
tration,  and  eminent  candour.  The 
fir'll  Eflay  treats  of  the  active  powers 
in  general,  and  is  principally  em¬ 
ployed  in  eftabliftiing  the  exigence 
of  an  idea  of  power,  in  oppolition 
to  Mr.  Hume.  In  the  fecond  Eflay, 
on  the  will,  Dr.  Reid  confiders  the 
the  influence  of  incitements  and  mo¬ 
tives  upon  the  will,  and  what  thole 
operations  of  the  mind  are,  which 
may  be  called  voluntary.  The  third 
Eflav  is  on  the  principles  of  action, 
which  are  divided  into  three  defies, 
mechanical,  animal,  and  rational. 
The  fourth  Eflay,  on  the  liberty  of 
moral  agents,  difeufies  that  curious 
PubjeCt  at  confiderable  length.  The 
fifth  and  concluding  Eflay,  is  devoted 
to  the  important  fubjeCt  of  morals ; 
and  is  chiefly  defigned  to  controvert 
the  fceptical  dodhines  of  Mr.  Hume, 
and  to  eftablifh  the  existence  of  a 
moral  faculty,  as  a  firft  principle  of 
our  confutation.  Thefe  Eftays,  from 
the  importance  of  the  fubjeCts  on 
which  they  treat,  the  acknowledged 
abilities  of  their  learned  and  very 
refpediable  author,  and  from  the 
the  length  of  time  which  he  has 
devoted  to  fuch  ftudies,  have  greatly 
interefted  the  attention  of  the  me- 
taphyfical  world.  We  will  not  take 
upon  ourfelves  to  determine  how 
far  he-  has  fucceeded  in  eftabliftiing 
his  philofophy.  Perhaps,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  repeated  labours  of  fen- 
iible  and  ingenious  men,  in  invefti- 
gating  the  fubject,  an  abfolute  de- 
ciflon  would,  even  yet,  be  rafti  and 
premature.  On  our  worthy  author, 
however,  v/e  would  bellow  that 
praife  which  is  due  to  unwearied 
indultry,  a  Heady  love  of  truth,  and 
^n  uniform  exercife  of  a  truly  mild 
and  philosophical  temper.  This 
work  is  alfo  to  be  commended  for 
its  ftyle  and  language,  which,  in 
8 


general,  are  correCt,  perlpkuous, 
and  elegant. 

The  44  Aphorifms  on  Man,  tranf- 
lated  from  the  original  German  MS. 
of  John  Cafpar  Lavater,”  are  the  ef- 
fnfions  of  a  vigorous,  difcerning,  and 
humane  mind,  that  has  been  accufi* 
tomed  to  trace  the  paffions  through 
their  different  forms,  and  to  diftin- 
guilh  their  various  combinations. 
They  are  jnflly  defined  by  the  editor, 
when  he  calls  them  44  VerdiCts  of 
Wifdcai  on  the  Reports  of  Experi¬ 
ence.”  We  cannot  five  their  ere- 

o  o 

nei;al  character  more  coricifely  than 
in  the  lanruape  of  the  advertife- 

o  o 

ment :  44  If  fome  are  truifms,  let 
it  be  canfldered,  that  Solomon  and 
Hippocrates  wrote  truifms :  if  fome 
are  not  new,  they  are  recommended 
by  an  air  of  novelty ;  if  whim 
fhould  appear  to  have  dictated  o- 
thers,  it  was  the  whim  of  humani¬ 
ty  ;  and  what  may  be  deemed  rath, 
will  be  found  to  flow  from  the  fer¬ 
vour  of  indignant  honefty,  or  the 
exultations  of  benevolence.  Acute 
and  perfpicuous,  they  are  not  in¬ 
fected  by  the  cant  of  feCts,  or  cir- 
cumfcribed  by  local  notions,  but 
general  as  the  paffions  and  feelings 
of  the  race.”  From  fuch  a  work, 
the  production  of  a  character  fo 
very  lingular  and  original,  the  at¬ 
tentive  reader  will  receive  much  en¬ 
tertainment  as  well  as  inftruCtion. 

The  lovers  of  curious  {peculation 
will  likewife  meet  with  a  rich  treat  in 
44  An  Eflay  on  the  Caufes  of  the 
Variety  of  Complexion  and  Figure 
in  the  Human  Species ;  to  which  are 
added  Strictures  on  Lord  Karnes’s 
Difcburfe  on  the  original  Diverfitv 
of  Mankind,  by  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Stanhope  Smith,  D.  D.  &c.”  The 
objeCt  of  the  author  is  to  Ihew,  that 
the  varieties  of  the  human  fpecies 
may  fat isf aCtor ily  be  accounted  lor, 
by  attending  to  nature  and  her  ope¬ 
rations,  and  the  effeCts  produced  in 

them 
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them  by  diverfity  of  climate,  by 
favage  and  focial  life,  by  diet,  ex- 
eroife,  and  manners  of  living.  It 
is  not  poffible  for  us  to  abridge  his 
'arguments.  We,  therefore,  only 
obferve,  that  Dr.  Smith  has  illuf- 
trated  his  theory  with  great  labour 
and  ingenuity ;  and  by  an  appes  1 
to  many  curious  and  unquestionable 
-facts.  How  far  he  has  anfwered 
the  numerous  and  ihrewd  oojedions 
which  have  been  brought  againfi  it, 
muft  be  left  to  the  determination  of 
his  readers. 

Among  the  publications  which 
are  to  be  referred  to  the  head  of 
Government  and  Law,  we  Shall,  in 
the  firft  place,  introduce  to  our 
readers  “  Hifforicai  Sketches  of  Ci¬ 
vil  Liberty,  from  the  reign  of  Hen¬ 
ry  VIII.  to  the  Accdlion  of  the 
HouSfe  of  Stuart ;  with  an  Account 
of  the  Antiquity,  Ufe,  and  Duty  of 
juries;  in  which  are  interfperfed, 
feveral  interesting  Particulars,  iiluf- 
traii ve  of  the  Liberties  of  the  Sub- 
feet.”  The  objed  of  this  work  is, 
to  colled  together  within  a  narrow 
compafs,  a  number  of  Striking  tads, 
■drawn  from  the  hiftory  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  which  may  help  to  preierve  in 
our  minds  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  import¬ 
ance  of  our  liberties.  Thefe  are 
taken*  in  particular,  from  the  reigns 
of  the  Tudors  ;  fome  of  whom  de¬ 
serve  juftly  to  be  ranked  among  the 
swift  defpotic  tyrants  which  this 
country  has  ever  feen.  With  his 
fehedioiis  on  thefe  fads  our  author 
blends  many  difeuffions  on  fubjeds 
connected  with  civil  liberty  ;  Inch 
as  the  ftate  of  election  in  the  Scot- 
if  ill  boroughs ;  the  exorbitant  power 
of  the  court  of  feilion  in  Scotland  ; 
the  illegality  and  danger  of  military 
governors ;  the  violation  of  the 
rights  of  juries,  and  other  topics 
tyhich  befpeak  his  ardent  attach- 
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ment  to  the  principles  of  the  con- 
Ititution,  and  his  zeal  for  the  re¬ 
formation  of  abufes.  The  good 
intention  of  the  work  before  us  is 
unquestionable  ;  the  Sentiments  are 
bold,  liberal,  and  congenial  to  the 
feelings  of  an  Englifhman ;  and  the 
language,  in  general,  is  neat  and 
corred.  But  from  the  want  of  or¬ 
der  and  perfpicuity  in  his  method 
and  ftyle,  the  author  does  not  feem 
to  have  been  habituated  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  compohtion,  or  to  have  flu* 
died  the  graces  of  hiilorical  writ¬ 
ing. 

The  44  Hiilorical  Sketch  of  Pre¬ 
rogative  and  Influence,”  is  a  fpi- 
rited  and  ingenious  performance,  in 
which  are  delineated  the  variations 
of  prerogative,  from  the  earlieft 
ages  of  the  Englifh  hiftory,  down 
to  the  Revolution  ;  and  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  influence,  from  that  sera 
to  the  prefent  time.  The  author’s 
Sketch  of  Prerogative  is  brief;  but 
it  is  accurate  and  maflerlv.  His 
principal  objed  is,  to  enquire  into 
the  hiftory  of  influence,  which, 
when  the  prerogative  was  reduced, 
at  the  Revolution,  within  clear  and 
determined  limits,  was  introduced 
to  fupply  the  place  of  thofe  pow¬ 
ers  which  were  taken  from  the 
crown.  This  influence  the  author 
divides  into  conflitutional  and  ille¬ 
gal  ;  the  former  ariiing  from  the 
patronage  of  the  crown,  the  col- 
ledion  and  application  of  the  reve¬ 
nues,  and  the  power  of  bellowing 
penfions  ;  the  latter  confiffing  in 
44  the  undue  influence  of  this  pow¬ 
er,  in  any  way  contradiding  the 
Spirit  and  genius  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion,  which  teach,  that  the  great 
end  for  which  all  power  is  lodged 
in  the  crown,  is  only  that  it  Should 
be  employed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
community.”  In  tracing  the  pro- 
grefs  of  influence  during  the  reign 
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of  William  III.  and  the  fubfequefct 
reigns,  our  author  difcovers  an  ex- 
tenfive  and  accurate  acquaintance 
with  his  fubjedt ;  and  has  inter- 
fperfed  his  hiftorical  view  with  a 
variety  of  juft  political  remarks  and 
obfervations,  with  which  we  have 
been  much  pleafed. 

During  the  preient  year  has  been 
publifhed  the  third  volume  of  “  A 
Defence  of  the  Conftitutions  of  Go¬ 
vernment  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  by  John  Adams,  LL.  D.” 
In  our  account  of  the  Domeftic  Li¬ 
terature  of  the  iaft  year,  we  gave 
the  character  of  the  preceding  vo¬ 
lumes  of  this  excellent  and  intereft- 
ing  work.  The  prefent  volume 
commences  with  a  continuation  of 
the  author’s  account  of  the  Italian 
republics  of  the  middle  age  ;  or  of 
the  period  of  time  between  the  fall 
of  the  eaftern  and  weftern  empires. 
To  this  iucceeds,  what  conftitutes 
the  moft  important  and  valuable 
part  of  the  volume,  an  enquiry  in¬ 
to  the  right  conftitution  of  a  com¬ 
monwealth.  This  portion  of  the 
work  before  us  is  devoted  to  an  at¬ 
tentive  and  particular  examination 
of  a  treatife  printed  in  the  year 
1 6  c;  6,  by  Mar-chainont  Nedham, 
which  was  an  able  defence  of  the 
commonwealth  of  England  ;  and  it 
difplays,  by  acute  and  mafterly  argu  ¬ 
ments,  and  an  unanfwerable  appeal 
to  well  known  and  deciftve  experi¬ 
ments,  the  fuperior  advantages  of  a 
mixed  form  of  government,  fimilar 
with  that  of  the  adhial  conftitution 
of  Great  Britain,  over  the  different 
republican  forms,  and,  particularly, 
the  democraticah  In  his  laft  fec- 
tion,  Mr.  Adams  examines  and  re¬ 
futes  fome  of  the  pofttions  of  M. 
Montefquieu,  which  had  received 
an  almoft  general  fandtion,  from  the 
abilities  and  character  of  that  dift- 
tinguiflied  writer.  The  publica¬ 
tion  of  this  third  volume  wiM  a¬ 


bundantly  juftify  ns  in  the  very  fa¬ 
vourable  opinion  which  we  have  ab 
ready  exprefled,  of  the  found  fenfe, 
extenfive  knowledge,  and  juft  dif- 
cernment  of  our  author.  W  e  think 
that  he  has  admirably  depidted  that 
form  of  government  which  is  moft 
favourable  to  the  happinefs  of  the 
people,  and  to  the  general  interefts 
of  the  community ;  and  that  his 
labours  may  prove  effentially  ufeful 
in  corredting  the  errors  of  vague  and 
fpec ulative  politicians.  Thofe  who 
entertain  a  juft  reverence  for  the 
excellences  of  our  happy  conftitu¬ 
tion,  will  read  them  with  pleafure 
and  improvement. 

a 

*•  The  Aggrandifement  and  na¬ 
tional  Perfection  of  Great  Britain, 
an  humble  Propofal,  See.  by  George 
Edwards,  Efq.  M.  I).”  in  two  Vo-» 
lumes,  quarto,  is  a  work  which  com^ 
prehends  too  great  a  variety  of  fub- 
jects  to  be  diftindtly  f  perilled  by  us. 
The  author  appears  to  be  pofleffed 
of  a  patriotic  and  benevolent  mind  ; 
and  to  have  publifhed  his  thoughts 
on  a  diverfity  of  topics,  from  a  pure 
and  laudable  defire  of  promoting 
the  general  good  of  mankind,  and 
the  particular  interefts  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  of  which  he  is  a  member. 
And,  not withfta riding  that  he  can¬ 
not  be  commended  for  perfpicuity 
or  preemon,  and  that  he  can  make 
no  pretentions  to  elegance  or  accu¬ 
racy,  his  volumes  abound  in  many 
important  and  ufeful  observations* 
which  do  honour  to  his  good  inten¬ 
tion  and  public-fpirited  principles, 

and  bv  which  the  attentive  reader 

•> 

may  be  confiderably  benefited. 

M.  Herrenfchwand ’s  “  Diftertation 
on  the  Divifion  of  Land  in  Agri¬ 
culture,”  is  a  continuation  of  that 
feries  of  treat  ifes  on  the  differ  eat 
branches  of  modern  political  ceco-. 
nomy,  which  he  has  been  engaged, 
for  tome  time  paft,  in  publifhing. 
The  intention  of  the  prefent  trea- 
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fife  is,  to  determine  whether  large 
or  final  l  divifions  of  land  tend  molt 
to  augment  the  prosperity  of  a  na¬ 
tion,  under  a  ii  Syftem  of  relative 
Agriculture,  founded  on  a  Syftem 
of  Mannfablure.”  This  queftion 
he  decides  in  favour  of  large  divi¬ 
fions  of  land,  as.  he  takes  it  for 
granted,  that  fuch  divifions  will  pro¬ 
cure  fiiftenance  for  the  greatefl  num¬ 
ber  of  manuiabt iirers  poilible,  after 
maintaining  thofe  who  are  employ¬ 
ed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  foil.  It 
may,  however,  fairly  be  contefted, 
that  he  has  taken  for  granted,  as 
the  foundation  of  his  fubfequent 
reafoning,  a  eircumftance  which  is 
directly  contradicted  by  experience. 
We  have,  on  former  occafions,  ex- 
prefted  our  admiration  of  the  ta¬ 
lents  and  ingenuity  of  M.  Her- 
repfchwand  ;  while  we  have  freely 
blamed  him  for  deducing  feme  of 
the  molt  important  concluftons  in 
Support  of  his  theory,  from  very  dis¬ 
putable  portions.  To  the  fame 
praife  he  is  entitled,  and  the  fame 
blame  he  has,  in  a  confiderable. de¬ 
gree,  incurred,  from  the  work  be¬ 
fore  us.  It  would  give  us  great 
pleafure  to  find  an  author  fo  re- 
fpehtable  on  other  accounts,  more 
attentive  to  the  correction  of  fuch  a 
glaring  and  radical  imperfection.  It 
would  give  greater  confidence  to 
our  expectations,  from  his  grand 
work  on  political  (Economy,  to  which 
the  pieces  which  he  has  already  pub¬ 
lished  are  only  fo  many  preliminary 
dihertations. 

The  author  of  a  treatife  entitled 
**  New  and  Old  Principles  of  Trade 
compared ;  or  a  Treatife  on  the 
Principles  of  Commerce?  between 
Nations,  &cP’  is  an  advocate  for  the¬ 
med  perfect  and  unreftnkfted  free¬ 
dom.  in  trade.  His  arguments  on. 
this  lubjebt  are  fennble  and  ingeni¬ 
ous  ;  and  appear  to  have  been,  dic¬ 
tated  by  an  enlarged  and  liberal 
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nftnd.  How  far,  however,  they  are 
compatible  with  the  true  fpirit  of 
individual  inter-eft,  and  national  po¬ 
licy,  we  will  not  determine.  To 
this  work  is  added  an  Appendix, 
containing  many- judicious  obferva- 
tions  on  the  principal  genera i  means 
of  aiding  commerce,  the  balance  of 
trade,  the  pre-eminence  of  agricul¬ 
tural  induftry,  a  companion  of  pro¬ 
hibitions,  bounties,  and  drawbacks, 
the  commerce  of  grain,  navigation 
laws,  and  laws  concerning  the  in- 

7  o 

tereft  of  money. 

We  rejoice  to  find,  from  u  the 
Subftance  of  the  Speech  of  Henry 
Beaufoy,  efq;  to  the  Britifh  Society 
for  extending  the  Fifheries,  at  their 
General  Court,  held  March  25th, 

1 7 88, 55  that  the  important  objects 
to  which  the  direbfors  of  that  pa¬ 
triotic  inftitution  have  bent  their 
attention,  bear  fuch  a  promifing  aR 
peel  of  fuccefs  and  utility.  This 
fpeech  is  divided,  into  three  parts. 
The  firft  gives  a  general  account  of 
the  conduct  of  the  directors  from 
their  earlieft  appointment  in  the 
month  of  Auguft,  1786,  to  that  of 
June,  1787,  when  the  committee 
of  infpedtion  took  its  departure  for 
Scotland.  The  fecond  part  lays 
before  the  fbc.iety  fuch  obfervations 
on  the  general  ftate  of  the  country 
in  the  north-weft  of  Great  Britain, 
and  on  the  peculiar  circumftances  of 
its  coafts,  as  his  late  tour  fu ggefted 
to  him.  The  third  part  contains  a 
ftatement  of  the  principal  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  dire  Hors,  from  the  re- 
turn  of  the  committee  of  infpeeftion 
to  the  prefent  time.  The  fubjehts  to 
which.  Air.  Beaufoy  adverts  in  this 
elegant  and  animated  oration,  ai»e 
of  that  magnitude  arid  real  conle- 
quence  to  this  country,  that  they 
deferve  the  attention  of  all  who  are 
friendly  to  its  profperity.  We 
could  wifh,  therefore,  that  it  were 
univerfaliy  circulated ;  as  it  appears 

well 
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well  calculated  to  imprefs  the  public 
with  a  iuR  idea  of  the  intentions 
arid  views  of  the  Kritilh  Society, 
and  to  excite  a  lpii.it  of  genuine 
and  difmterefted  patriot lfm, 

Mr.  Hewlett,  vicar  of  Dunmow,. 
ERex,  with  whofe  merits  as  a  writer 
on  fubjects  of  political  oxonorn vr, 
the  public  is  not  unacquainted,  has 
publiihed,  during  the  prefent  year, 
a  treatife,  entitled  u  The  Infuffici- 
enev  of  the  Caufes  to  which  the  In- 
ereafe  of  our  Poor,  and  of  the  Poor 
Rates,  have  been  commonly  aferibed ; 
the  true  Ones  Rated  ;  with  an  En¬ 
quiry  into  the  Mortality  of  the 
Country  Eloufes  of  InduRry,  and  a 
flight  general  View  of  Mr.  Aeiand’s 
Plan  for  rendering  the  Poor  inde¬ 
pendent.”  The  principal  intention 
of  this  work  is,  to  prove  that  the 
increafe  of  the  poop,  and  the  ex¬ 
pellees  of  maintaining  them,  are 
not  to  be  aferibed  to  any  defect  in 
our  laws,  or  their  execution  ;  to 
the  number  of  aie-houfes  ;  the  pro¬ 
fligacy  and  wickednefs  of  the  poor ; 
nor  to  the  engrolling  of  farms  ;  but 
that  they  are  owing  to  the  fingle 
circumRance  of  the  price  of  labour 
not  being  advanced,  in  proportion 
to  the  price  of  provifions.  Al¬ 
though  we  admire  the  ingenuity  and 
extenRve  information  which  Mr. 
Howlett  difeovers,  and  join  with 
him  in  thinking  that  the  fubjeCt  is 
highly  intereRing  to  every  indivi¬ 
dual,  as  the  poor  laws  have  been 
the  fubjeef  of  general  complaint 
from  time  immemorial,  we  do  not 
think  that  the  hypothefis  which  he 
advances  is  founded  on  defenlibie 
principles  ;  or  that  he  has  examined 
the  fubjeH  with  his  ufual  accuracy, 
and  that  clofenefs  of  attention  which 
it  required.  His  obfervat ions,  how¬ 
ever,  refpedting  ale-houfes,  the  en- 
groRlng  of  farms,  and  the  unhealthi- 
mfs  of  Routes  of  induRry,  are  ju- 
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dic.ious  and  fatislaffory  ;  and  his 
Rridlures  on  the  defective  plans 
which  have  been  propofed  by  differ¬ 
ent  writers,  are  deferving  of  public 
attention. 

t  The  “  Defence  of  the  Statute  palled 
ip  the  43d  Year  of  Elizabeth,  con¬ 
cerning  the  Employment  and  Relief 
of  the  Poor  ;  with  Propofais  for  en¬ 
forcing  it,”  is  the  production  of  a 
feniible  writer,  who  prefers  a  fair  trial 
of  that  ftatute,  as  well  as  of  the  other 
fubfequent  Ratutes  relating  to  the 
employment,  and  relief  of  the  poor, 
with  Rich  coercive  means  as  are  ne- 
cefTarv  to  enforce  their  execution,  to 
any  of  the  new  fchemes  which  have 
been  ftiggefted.  And  if,  after  the 
experience  of  a  reafonable  term, 
the  eviis  now  fo  loudly  complained 
of  fhould  not  be  entirely  remedied, 
then,  and  not  till  then,  he  would 
have  recourfe  to  a  new  fyftem  of 
laws. 

The  u  Obfervations  preliminary 
to  a  propofed  Amendment  of  the 
Poor  Laws,  by  William  Young, 
efq.  F.  R.  8.  and  M.  P,”  are,  like- 
wife,  employed  in  deprecating  a 
change  of  fyRem,  and  in  recom¬ 
mending  a  revilion,  amendment, 
and  Rrengthening  of  that  which  al¬ 
ready  exiRs.  If  the  author  would 
in  any  cafe  “  go  fo  me  what  farther, 
it  would  be  to  bend  and  adapt  it  to 
the  viciffiiudes  of  manners,  of  in- 
tercourfe,  of  arts,  of  trade,  and  of 
policy,  which  in  the  courfe  of  ages 
have  imperceptibly  gained  footing 
in  this  country,  as  they  ever  will 
in  a  great  nation,  progreffive  to  the 
fummit  of  fplendor  and  of  refine¬ 
ment.”  In  the  courle  of  his  Ob:! 
fervations,  Mr.  Young  introduces 
many  weighty  arguments  againlt 
the  impolicy,  a?  well  as  inhumanity, 
of  removing  the  induRrious  poor, 
from  the  apprehenRon  of  their  be¬ 
coming  chargeable  ;  and  agaiuR  the 
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mifchievous  and  cruel  expedient  of 
farming  the  poor.  To  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  aflbciations  for  railing 
private  funds,  he  gives  his  entire 
approbation  ;  but  would  have  thefe 
funds  fubjebl  to  legal  regulation,  to 
fecure  the  application  of  their  hocks 
to  the  purpofes  intended  by  their 
inftitution. 

The  principal  objebl  of  the  4£  Ob- 
fervations  on  various  Plans  offered 
to  the  Public  for  the  Relief  of  the 
Poor,  by  the  rev.  jofeph  Towniend, 
Rector  of  Pewfey,  in  Wiltfhire,”  is 
to  overturn  the  arguments  which 
have  been  adduced  in  fupport  of 
the  general  eftablifhment  of  work- 
houfes.  The  fyftem  to  which  he  is 
molt  favourable,  is  that  which  re¬ 
commends  fchools  of  induftry,  pa¬ 
rochial  work-fhops,  and  magazines 
of  raw  materials,  together  with  en¬ 
couragement,  under  proper  regula¬ 
tions,  to  friendly  focieties  among 
the  labouring  poor ;  and,  above  all, 
ftribt  limitations  on  the  funds  for 
their  relief.  To  the  extenfive  ob- 
iervation,  and  difpaffionate  philan¬ 
thropy  of  the  worthy  author,  this 
pamphlet  bears  ample  teftimony. 

Mr.  Haweis,  rebtor  of  Aldwin- 
kle,  in  his  44  Hints  refpebling  the 
Poor,  fubmitted  to  the  Confident  - 
tion  of  the  Humane  and  Intelli¬ 
gent,”  is  a  zealous  advocate  for  the 
plan  which  had  formerly  been  lug- 
gefled  by  different  writers,  of  ob¬ 
liging  the  inhabitants  of  every  pa¬ 
rifh,  to  contribute  towards  a  fund 
for  affording  relief  to  the  lower 
clafs  of  the  community,  under  the 
infirmities  of  age,  and  in  ficknefs 
and  poverty.  The  principal  fea¬ 
ture  of  his.  fcheme  is  this :  that 
every  man  or  woman  who  labours 
for  hire,  and  earns  three  {hillings  or 
more  a  week,  fhould  be  compelled 
to  contribute  out  of  their  earnings- 
weekly,  one  thirty-fixth  part,  or 
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perhaps,  a  twenty-fourth.  Such  a 
contribution  would  fcarcely  be  felt ; 
and  he  contends,  that  while  it  would 
add  to  the  comfort  and  relief  of  the 
poor,  it  would  effectually  reduce 
the  parifh  rates,  of  which  we  at 
prefent  fo  heavily  complain. 

In  the  44  Curfory  Remarks  on 
Mr.  Gilbert’s  laft  Bill,  &e.  by  Pf? 
Bate  Dudley,  Clerk,  one  of  His 
Majefty’s  J  indices  of  the  peace  for 
the  County  of  Eftex,”  the  author 
offers  many  formidable  objections  to 
the  principle  of  that  bill ;  and  con¬ 
tends,  that  by  departing 44  too  widely 
as  well  as  too  wildly  from  the  fimpli- 
city  of  our  eftablifhed  fyftem  of  poor 
laws,  it  multiplies  rather  than  di- 
minifhes  the  difficulty  of  redrefs.” 
In  order  properly  to  enforce  our  pre¬ 
fent  fyftem,  he  recommends  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  an  intermediate  officer, 
under  the  name  of  Comptroller, 
with  a  falary,  between  the  juftice  of 
peace  and  the  parifh  officers,  to  keep 
the  latter  to  their  duty.  This  pro 
pofition  is  the  refult  of  good  fenfe, 
united  with  that  experience  which 
Mr.  Dudley  has  acquired  in  his  of¬ 
ficial  capacity ;  and  we  fhould  be 
glad  to  fee  its  merits  fubjebted  to  a 
fair  trial. 

The  author  of  44  Confiderations 
on  PaFochial  Evils,  in  a  Letter  ad- 
dreffed  to  Thomas  Gilbert  efq.”  is 
equally  hoftile,  with  the  laft  men¬ 
tioned  writer,  to  the  making  of  new 
laws  for  the  regulation  of  the  poor, 
and  the  prevention  of  thofe  evils 
which  are  the  principal  caufes  of  po¬ 
verty  ;  or  the  alteration  of  the  old 
ones.  A  more  perfebt  manner  of 
executingthe  laws  in  exiftence  would, 
in  his  opinion,  remedy  the  evils 
which  have  been  fuffered  to  grow  to 
an  alarming  magnitude.  This  let¬ 
ter  appears  to  be  written  by  a  perfon 
of  good  fenfe,  and  confiderable 
knowledge  and  obfervation,  who  is 
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animated  with  a  warm  zeal  for  the 
public  good. 

The  44  Argumentative  Appeal 
addrefled  to  the  right  rev.  the  Bi- 
ihops,  and  the  body  of  the  parochial 
clergy,  &c.  by  N.  Turner  M.  A.” 
propoles  a  remedy  to  the  prefent  in¬ 
equality  in  railing  money  for  the  im¬ 
provement  of  fuch  lands  as  are  allot¬ 
ted  to  the  church,  in  commutation 
for  the  tythes  of  newly  inclofed  di- 
itriCts.  The  method  which  he  would 
recommend  is,  to  empower  the  in¬ 
cumbents  to  burthen  their  own  eftates 
with  certain  debts,  to  be  paid  by  in- 
ftalments.  The  efficacy  of  fuch  a 
a  remedy,  where  due  care  fhauldbe 
taken  refpeCting  the  proper  expendi¬ 
ture  of  the  money  fo  railed,  mil  ft  be 
luffieiently  obvious.  We  recom¬ 
mend  this  an  Deal  to  the  framers  of 

j  i 

■future  bills  of  enclofure. 

The  44  Letter  to  the  right  hon. 
"W.  Pitt,  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer,  on  the  Reform  of  the  in 
ternal  government  of  the  Royal 
Boroughs  of  Scotland,  by  Robert 
•Graham,  efq.  Prefident  of  the  De¬ 
legates  from  the  Biirgeftes,  &c.” 
has  been  pubiifned  by  appointment 
of  the  London  committee  for  con¬ 
ducting  an  application  to  parliament, 
in  order  to  obtain  that  important  na¬ 
tional  objeCt.  The  government  of 
the  royal  boroughs  in  Scotland  has 
been,  for  many  ages,  a  fyftem  of  u- 
furpation  and  tyranny.  The  bur* 
gelfes  have  been  deprived  of  their 
ancient  liberty  and  privilege  of 
chuftng  their  own  mag  ill  rates  and 
common-counfelloFS,for  the  manage 
ment  of  their  property  and  revenues, 
and  to  dire dt  their  police.  This 
right  has  been  ufurped  by  the^  ma- 
giftrates  themfelves,  who  Gave 
thought  fit  to  chide  their  fueceflors  ; 
and  who,  by  perpetuating  the  exer- 
cife  of  felf-eleCtion,  have  rendered 
themfelves  totally  independent  of 
the  burgeftes,  whofe  affairs  they  are 
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intended  to  conduCE  In  conleqnence 
of  this,  the  police  of  the  boroughs 
has  been  negleCted  ;  their  revenues 
have  been  mifapplied,  or  profufely 
fquandered  ;  enormous  debts  have 
been  con tr acted  ;  and  the  ipirits  of 
the  people,  deprefted  and  broken  by 
the  lofs  of  freedom,  have  been  ren¬ 
dered  incapable  of  active  and  vigo¬ 
rous  exertions.  The  object  of  this 
letter  is  to  recommend  and  enforce 
the  application  of  the  injured  bur- 
gelfes  to  parliament,  for  a  reforma¬ 
tion  of  thefe  grievances,  and  the  r e- 
ftoration  of  their  violated  rights* 
Our  re  fp  eft  able  author  delivers  his 
fentiments  on  the  fubjeCt,  with  a 
manly  and  becoming  freedom  ;  and 
Ihews,  by  unanfwerable  arguments, 
the  juft  ice,  the  policy,  ami  die  ur¬ 
gent  neceffitv  of  correcting  the  ex- 
iff: ing  abu fes*  W&  heartily  with: fkc- 
cefs  to  the  realonable  and  temperate 
application  ©f  our  northern  conn- 
try  me  a. 

The  au  thor  of  u  the  Guardian  ©f 
Public  Credit  •  containing  impor¬ 
tant  Obfervations  on  the  Nature  ©f 
our  Public  Debts,  &?c.’>  after  hav¬ 
ing,  in  vain,  laid  his  communications 
before  adminiftration,  appeals  to  the 
public  at  large,  on  their  importance 
and,  particularly,  on  the  expediency 
of  his  plan  for  the  difeharge  of  the 
national  debt.  This  plan,  as  far  as 
we  are  able  to  underhand  it,  ti¬ 
me  >\mts  to  a  coniblidation  of  the 
funds,  and  the  reduction  of  the  rate 
of  intereff  to  four  per  cent.  Were 
fuch  a  plan  to  be  adopted,  the  au¬ 
thor  is  convinced  than  an  annual  Pav¬ 
ing  would  arife,  which,  in  forty- 
three  years,  would  amount  to  be- 
tween  two  and  three  millions  more 
than  the  national  debt.  B  elide  this 
propofal  for  the  relief  of  a  a  fullering 
yet  loyal  people,”  the  author  offer*, 
feveral  obfervations  on  lotteries,  tax¬ 
es,  our  gold  coin,  fait,  and  the 
mode  of  conducting  the  funds, 

which 
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which  will  afford  entertainment  to 
the  Speculators  on  objects  of  govern¬ 
ment  and  finance. 

We  have  been  equally  pleafed  with 
the  jull:  observations,  and  the  liberal 
humane  Sentiments  which  we  have 
met  with  in  the  “New,  candid,  and 
practical  Thoughts  on  the  Law  of 
Imprisonment  for  Debt,  with  a  View 
to  the  Regulation  of  it ;  for  the  Pre¬ 
vention  and  Punifhment  of  Frauds  ; 
for  the  Maintenance  of  Credit,  &c. 
by  a  Country  Attorney.”  The  au¬ 
thor  of  this  performance  after  fhew- 
ing  that  the  law  as  it  now  (lands  is 
no  defence  of  credit,  gives  no  Secu¬ 
rity  to  private  property,  and  is  cruel 
and  oppreftive,  propofes  the  heads 
of  a  new  act  of  parliament  for  re¬ 
gulating  the  laws  of  imprifonment 
for  debt.  The  plan  which  he  pro¬ 
pofes  is,  that  after  a  limited  time 
the  prifoner  may  deliver  in  a  Sche¬ 
dule  of  his  effects  to  the  plaintiff,  and 
after  a  ftated  number  of  days  appear 
'  in  court,  with  a  duplicate  of  his 
Schedule,'  to  undergo  an  examina¬ 
tion  ;  that  if  the  court  be  Satisfied 
with  the  account  which  he  delivers 
in,  and  convinced  that  he  was  not 
guilty  of  any  fraud,  the  effedts  to  be 
equally  divided  among  his  creditors, 
and  the  debtor  discharged  :  and  that 
even  on  the  difeovery  of  intended 
fraud,  the  imprifonment  not  to  be 
perpetual,  but  fora  limited  time,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  court.  It  is  out 
of  our  power  to  fay  whether  our  au¬ 
thor’s  plan  will  reach  all  the  difficul¬ 
ties  whichattend  the  important- que¬ 
ll  ion  to  which  it  relates.  We  have 
not,  however,  met  with  any  propo¬ 
rtion  upon  the  Subject  which  appears 
fo  reafonable  and  practicable,  and  fo 
well  calculated  for  the  better  and 
jnore  Speedy  fatisfadfion  of  creditors, 
and  the  relief  of  unfortunate  per¬ 
form  confined  for  debt. 

“  The  “  Thoughts  on  Imprifon¬ 
ment  for  Debt,  by  F.  A.S.  Murray 
efq.”  after  expatiating  on  the  inju- 
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ries  which  that  practice  produces  to 
the  date,  to  the  creditor,  and  to  the 
debtor,  explains  the  method  which 
the  author  thinks  beft  adapted  for 
the  prevention  of  fraud  and  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  credit*  Lie  would  have 
no  man  liable  to  imprifonment  for 
debt,  but  “  that  every  debtor,  ofwhat- 
loever  degree,  if  he  Shall  owe  to  a 
certain  amount,  fha!l  be  compel¬ 
lable  to  Satisfy  his  creditors  in  a  man¬ 
ner  more  Summary  than  that  direct¬ 
ed  by  the  common  law,  before  the 
introduction  of  commerce ;  and  that 
if  he  111  all  neglect,  within  a  prescrib¬ 
ed  time,  to  anfwer  their  juft  de¬ 
mands,  he  fhall  be  liable  to  a  corn- 
million  of  infolvency.”  Without 
being  influenced  bv  the  confedera¬ 
tions  of  humanity,  we  entertain  a 
perfect  convict  ion,  that  the  abolition 
of  imprifonment  for  debt,  would 
not  be  pi  od  active  of  real  injury  to 
the  fair  traders.  On  the  contrary, 
it  would  ultimately  prove  of  eften- 
tial  Service  to  that  body  of  men,  by 
putting  a  flop  to  excefli  ve  credit,  and 
thereby  ruining  that  practice  of  Spe¬ 
culation  which  has  of  late  been  So  de¬ 
trimental  to  the  genuine  interefts  of 
commerce. 

The  “  Speculations  upon  Law  and 
Lawyers,  applicable  to  the  manifeft 
Hardships,  Uncertainty,  and  abu- 
ftve  Practice  of  the  Common  Law,” 
are  the  productions,  of  a  perfon  well 
acquainted  with  the  practice,  and 
the  practitioners  of  the  law.  Many 
of  his  remarks  on  the  66  glaring  a- 
bufes,  prepofterous  proceedings, 
oppreftive  meafures,  Scandalous 
Actions,  enormous  exactions,  and 
increafing  evils  to  the  Subject  and 
to  the  ftate  ariftng  from  infamous 
practice,”  are  but,  too  juft  and  well 
founded,  and  merit  the  attention  of 
the  public,  and  of  thofe  who  fill  the 
higher  offices  of  the  profeflion.  But 
we  are  doubtful  whether  the  method 
of  ftmplifying  the  law,  to  which  he 
appears  to  be  partial,  would  not,  by 

giving 
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giving  too  great  dilcretionary  power 
to  the  judges,  prove  the  means  of 
introducing  greater  mifchiefs  than 
thole  which  we  already  experience. 
Our  author  is  not  {paring  of  his  in¬ 
vent  vesagainft  attorneys.  But  he  is 
too  indifcriminate  in  the  application 
of  his  keen  and  pointed  fatire  :  and 
it  fhould  feem  that  his  refent merit 
againff  them  has  been  conliderably 
exafperated  by  hisperfonal  bufferings. 

Since  the  laid  mention  which  we 
made  of  books  of  Law  Reports,  fe- 
veral  publications  have  appeared, 
either  during  the  prefent  year,  or 
which  had  before  efcaped  our  oh- 
fervation.  As  the  works  to  which 
we  refer  are  chiefly  intended  for  the 
life  of  profeffional  men,  we  fliall 
content  outfelves  with  barely  an¬ 
nouncing  them.  Thefe  are,  “Cal¬ 
decott’s  Reports  of  Caufes  relative 
to  the  Duty  and  Office  or  a  Juffice 
of  Peace,  in  two  Volumes,  Quarto  ;  ” 
“  Brown’s  Reports  of  Caufes  ar¬ 
gued  and  determined  in  the  high 
Court  of  Chancery,  beginning  with 
Trinity  Term,  1778,  and  conti¬ 
nued  to  1788  “  Durnford’s  and 

End’s  Reports  of  Caufes  argued 
'  and  determined  in  the  Court  of 
King’s  Bench,  from  Michaelmas 
Term,  26  Geo.  III.  to  Michaelmas 
s  Term,  28  Geo.  III.  both  inclufive, 
in  two  Volumes  Folio  a  new  edi- 
l  tion  of  “  Williams’s  Reports  of 
Caufes  argued  and  determined  in 
the  high  Court  of  Chancery,  and 
fome  fpecial  Caufes  adjudged  in  the 
Court  of  King’s  Bench,  with  addi- 
I  tional  References  to  the  Proceed- 
j;  ings  in  the  Court,  and  to  later 
p  Caufes,  by  Samuel  Compton  Coxe, 

L of  Lincoln’s  Inn,  efq.” 

To  thefe  valuable  works  we  may 
add  the  following  lift  of  publica- 
tions,  chiefly  relative  to  the  mecha¬ 
nical  part  of  the  law,  which  are,  in 
general,  fpoken  of  in  terms  of  ap¬ 
probation,  and  recommended  as 
1788. 
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highly  ufe ful  to  the  law  Undent. 

An  improved  edition  of  “  Mitford’s 

1  reatife  on  the  Pleadings  in  Suits 

in  the  Court  of  Chancery 

“Boyd’s  Office,  Powers,  and'ju- 

rifdiction  of  his  Majefty’s  Juftices 

ol  Peace,  and  Commiffioners  of 

Supply,  in  two  Volumes  Quarto,” 

which  relate  to  the  law  of  Scotland  ; 

Tomlins’s  new  edition  of  the  “  Re- 

pertorium  Juridicum,”  with  an  in-. 

fertion  of  all  the  cafes  fubfequent 

to  the  old  impreffion  of  that  ufeful 

and  reputable  work  ;  “  Highmore’s 

fuccindt  Review  of  the  Hiffory  of 

Mortmain;”  “  Powell’s  T reatife 

on  the  Law  of  Mortgages;”  “An 

Effiav  on  the  Learning  reipedfing 

the  Creation  and  Execution  of 

Powers,  and,  alfo,  refpefling  the 

Nature  and  Effect  of  Leafino- 

£> 

Powers  together  with  “  An  Ef- 
fay  upon  the  Learning  of  Devifes,” 
by  the  laft  mentioned  gentleman  ; 
“  Williams’s  compendious  Digeft  of 
the  Statute  Law,  from  Magna 
Chartato  27  Geo.  III.”  and  “  John- 
fon’s  Complete  Abridgement  of  the 
Law  refpedtirig  Gaming  and  Ufury, 
with  adjudged  Cafes.” 

Under  the  head  of  Pure  Mathe¬ 
matics,  we  fnall,  in  the  firft  place, 
introduce  to  our  readers  “  Mole’s 
Elements  of  Algebra,”  which  are 
defigned  to  be  merely  as  an  intro- 
dudeiori  to  that  Icience,  and  to  ren¬ 
der  it  attainable  without  the  affiff- 
ance  of  a  teacher.  Mr.  Mole  does 
not  proceed  to  the  geometrical  con- 
ftrudion  of  equations,  and  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  Algebra  to  Geometry. 
He  is,  however,  very  full  and  expli¬ 
cit  in  offering  whatever  is  neeeffary 
to  be  known  for  folving,  infinite 
terms,  quadratic,  cubic  and  biqua¬ 
dratic  equations.  On  the  whole, 
the  common  rules  of  the  fcience  are 
laid  down  in  a  clear  and  perfpicuous 
manner ;  the  principles  on  which 

p  they 

**■  4 


[226]  DOMESTIC 

they  are  founded  are  plainly  demon - 
ftrated;  and  many  of  the  operations, 
in  fueh  problems  as  have  been  pub- 
iflied  before,  may  be  traced  by  the 
earner  with  lingular  eafe.  With 
thefe  merits,  the  work  before  us  ap¬ 
pears  well  adapted  tothedefign  which 
the  author  had  in  view. 

Williams’s  “  Method  to  difcover 
the  Difference  of  the  Earth’s  Diame¬ 
ter  :  proving  its  true  Ratio  to  be  not 
lefs  variable  than  as  45  to  46  &c.” 
contains  an  unfortunate  attempt  to 
eftablifli  a  different  demonftration 
from  the  Newtonian,  refpebting  the 
ratio  of  the  diameter  of  the  earth,  but 
without  (hewing  any  error  in  that  de¬ 
monftration,  or  in  the  principles  on 
which  it  is  founded.  The  difciples 
of  our  great  luminary  will  enter¬ 
tain  no  very  ferious  apprehenfions 
for  the  credit  of  their  mafter’s  doc¬ 
trine  from  Mr.  W  llliams’s  attack  on 
it  ;  efbeciallv  when  they  find,  that 
the  ratio  which  he  himfelf  adopts, 
is  not  fupported  by  any  geometrical 
demonftration. 

Mr.  Hellings’s  “  Mathematical 
Eftavs  oii  feveral  Subjects,”  are  in¬ 
tended  to  facilitate  the  acquaintance 
of  ftudents  with  fome  of  the  more 
abftrufe  parts  of  mathematics.  The 
fubjedts  of  them  are,  the  computation 
of  logarithms ;  the  reduction  of  equa¬ 
tions  that  have  two  equal  roots  ;  the 
eorredtion  of  fluents  found  by  de- 
fcending  feries ;  the  transformation  of 
Certain  feries  to  others  of  fwifter  con- 
vergency  ;  and  the  force  of  ofcillat- 
ing  bodies  on  their  centres  of  fufpen- 
fion.  The  learned  world  have  re* 
peatedly  been  made  acquainted  with 
the  proficiency  of  Mr.  Hellings  in 
the  department  of  fcience  under 
which  thefe  eftays  are  comprehended, 
and  will  give  us  their  landtion  when 
we  recommend  tire  contents  of  this 
volume  to  thofe  who  are  capable  of 

•eftimating  their  merits. 

*  < 
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Dr.  Hutton’s  “  Treatife  on  Men¬ 
furation,  both  in  Theory  and  Prac- 
tice,”  is  a  new  edition  of  a  work, 
publiflied  by  the  learned  profeflfor 
fome  time  before  the  commencement 
of  our  annual  labours,  which  is  enti¬ 
tled  to  our  notice  on  account  of  the  nu¬ 
merous  alterations  and  improvements 
which  have  been  introduced  into  it. 
The  whole  work  conflfts  of  five  parts. 
The  fir  ft  contains  the  menfuration 
of  right  lines,  and  right-angled  tri¬ 
angles  ;  the  fecond  treats  of  fuper- 
ficial  menfuration,  or  the  menfu ra¬ 
tion  of  plane  figures  ;  the  third  con¬ 
tains  the  meafuring  of  folids  ;  fh£ 
fourth  feveral  fubjedts  relating  to 
menfuration  in  general ;  and  the  fifth 
the  application  of  the  general  rules 
to  the  moft  ufeful  fubjefls  of  mea¬ 
furing  that  happen  in  ordinary  life. 
From  the  original  publication  of  this 
work  our  author  had  defervedly  ac¬ 
quired  high  reputation,  by  the  ju¬ 
dicious  and  pleafing  manner  in  which 
he  had  reduced  the  theory  of  men¬ 
furation  to  practical  rules,  and  illu- 
ftrated  thefe  bv  curious  and  ufeful 
examples.  7Te  moft  material  im¬ 
provements  in  the  present  edition f  re 
devoted  to  an  explanation  of  the  ufe 
of  the  inftruments,  and  the  method 
of  furveying,  together  with  an  en¬ 
tire  new  treatife  on  the  theory  and.' 
practice  of  that  art ;  to  calk  gang¬ 
ing  ;  the  meafuring  the  work  of  ar¬ 
tificers;  and  timber  meafuring.  On 
the  whole  the  abilities  and  accuracy.' 
which  the  author  difplays  in  every1 
part  of  this  treatife,  oblige  us  to  pro* 
nounce  it  better  calculated,  for  in¬ 
formation  and  utility,  than  any 
other  which  we  have  yet  feert. 

The  a  Principles  of  Military- 
Movements,  chiefly  applied  to  In¬ 
fantry,  &c.  by  Colonel  David  Dun- 
das,”  form  an  ufeful  and  feientifk 
treatife  on  military  tallies.  W<  I 
have  repeatedly  remarked  the  defi  i 
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ciency  of  fuch  productions  in  En- 
glifh  literature.  And  although  Co¬ 
lonel  Dundas’s  performance  does  not 
perfectly  anfwer  our  wi flies,  or  ful¬ 
fil  the  expectations  to  which  its  title 
and  preface  gave  rife  ;  yet  there  are 
few  if  any  books  written  on  this  fub* 
jedt,  in  the  Englifh  language,  which 
are  equally  inftruCtive  and  entertain¬ 
ing.  His  arrangement  is,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  wrell  imagined,  and  his  language 
nervous.  In  order  to  Improve  the 
military  fyilem  of  this  country,  he 
takes  the  Prufhans  for  his  model, 
and  illuftrates  his  explanation  of 
their  manoeuvres  and  operations  by 
twenty  fi  copper-plates.  But  we 
cannot  avoid  remarking-  that,  like 
rnoft  Englifli  writers  upon  this  fub- 
jecf,  he  too  frequently  involves  his 
InflrucHons  in  the  needlefs  obfeurity 
of  technical  phrafeology.  Had  he, 
in  this  refpedt,  followed  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  beff  French  and  Ger¬ 
man  writers,  whole  language  is  per- 
fpicuous  and  precife,  he  would  have 
added  greatly  to  the  value  of  his  in¬ 
genious  and  elaborate  work. 

Captains  C.  and  R.  Craufurd 
have,  during  the  prefent  year,  pub- 
li (lied  a  fecond  volume  of  their  tranf* 
lation  of  Captain  Tielke’s  “  Ac¬ 
count  of  fome  of  the  moff  remark¬ 
able  Events  of  the  War  between  the 
Pruffians,  Auftrians,  and  Ruffians, 
from  1756  to  1763  ;  and  a  Treatife 
on  feveral  branches  of  the  Military 
Art,  &c.”  Of  the  general  defign  of 
this  elegant  andufeful  work  we  have 
already  expreffed  our  opinion  in  our 
account  of  the  Domeflic  Literature 
of  the  year  17^7.  In  the  volume  be¬ 
fore  us,  the  author  gives  a  circum- 
ffantial  account  of  the  battle  of  Zorn- 
dorff,  and  a  critical  examination  of 
the  difpofition  of  the  Ruffian  and 
Pruffiam  armies.  He  aifb  prefonts 
his  readers  with  a  minute  detail  of 
the  flege  of  Colberg  ;  and  a  plan  for 
taking  that  fortrefis  by  a  coup  de 
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main.  To  thefe  intereflmg  details 
are  added  defcriptions  of  various 
marches,  fkirmifhes,  attacks  of  polls, 
and  other  movements  of  detachments 
from  both  armies,  with  numerous 
valuable  notes  by  the  translators, 
which  muff  render  this  continuation 
of  captain  Tielke’s  work  highly 
ufcful  as  well  as  entertaining  to  the 
military  fiudent.  We  are  extreme* 
ly  forty  to  find,  by  the  advertisement 
at  the  conciufion  of  this  volume,  that 
ourtranflators  have  not  met  with  that 
fupport  which  was  due  to  the  defign 
and  execution  of  their  expenfive  un¬ 
dertaking.  We  hope,  however,  that 
from  an  increafe  of  fubfcribers,  they 
will  be  encouraged  to  proceed  with, 
and  to  complete  the  work  according 
to  their  original  intention. 

[In  our  iifuai  career  of  fcieitce, 
we  have  firft  attended  to  Natural 
Philofophy  ;  and  the  apology,  which 
we  made  in  our  lafl  volume,  we 
muff  again  repeat.  We  there  ad¬ 
mitted  the  Society  of  Philadelphia, 
among  our  denizens ;  and  what  we 
granted  to  the  Southern,  ,we  cannot 
refufe  to  the  ealiern  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica.  Rtfides  the  Philofophical  So¬ 
ciety  of  Rollon,  another,  more  near¬ 
ly  allied  to  us,  claims  alfo  our  at¬ 
tention  :  we  allude  to  the  New  So¬ 
ciety  for  the  Improvement  of  Na¬ 
tural  Knowledge,  eflablifhed  at  E- 
dinburgh ;  and,  as  we  admit  into 
this  volume  two  new  claimants  on 
ous  attention,  we  may  be  allowed 
to  defer  the  the  pretentions  of  an¬ 
other,  the  Irifh  Academy,  whole 
volume,  though  perhaps  within  the 
limits  of  the  year,  to  which  our  re- 
fearches  are  confined,  we  muff  beg 
leave  to  omit  for  the  prefent.  Our 
article  muff,  even  in  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  be  unufuaily  extended  ;  but 
we  fliail  not  regret  our  labour, 
if  we  find  the  improvement  of  fei- 
ence  to  correipond  with  the  in- 
p  x  creafed 
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creafed  number  of  colic  To  ns ;  we 
truft  that  we  fliall  not  be  difap- 
pointed. 

We  began  our  laft  fketch  with  Mr. 
Herfchell;  and  mu  it  beg  further  in¬ 
dulgence  for  our  pfediiedtion,  and  a- 
gain  mention,  in  the  fir  ft  place,  his 
more  general  account  of  the  Georgi¬ 
an  planet  and  its  fateliites,  in  which 
he  has  given  a  very  comprehenfive 
view  of  the  elements  of  this  hitherto 
tindefcribed  world.  Yet  we  were 
not  left  wholly  without  ailiftance ; 
for  in  the  Edinburgh  Tranfadtions, 
Mr.  Robinfon  determined  the  mo¬ 
tions  and  orbit  of  this  new  planet, 
directly  from  obfervation.  Tin  fe 
two  articles  do  not  afford  different 
information,  but  the  one  is  in  fome 
degree  a  fupplement  to  the  other  ; 
for  the  laft  refers  chiefly  to  the  pla¬ 
net,  the  firft  to  the  fateliites.  Aft 
tronomers  feem  to  have  exhaufted 
their  efforts  in  thefe  enquiries  ;  for, 
except  fome  aftronomical  obferva- 
tions  in  the  Bofton  Tranfadtions, 
profeffor  Williams’s  obfervations  on 
the  latitude  of  Havard-college,  the 
variations  of  the  magnetic  needle, 
and  Mr. Willard’s  “  Method  of  find¬ 
ing  the  Altitude  and  Longitude  of 
the  nonagefimal  Degrees  of  the  Ec¬ 
liptic,”  in  the  fame  work,  remarks 
often  of  a  local  kind,  and  prepara¬ 
tory  to  obfervations,  we  find  no¬ 
thing  which  deferves  particular  no¬ 
tice.  Mr.  Pc  nrofe’s  letters  are  in¬ 
deed  aftronomical  as  well  as  philo- 
phical ;  but  this  author  foars  a  lit¬ 
tle  too  much  into  the  regions  of  ima¬ 
gination,  and  leaves  truth  and  rea- 
fon  at  too  great  a  diftance.  Perhaps 
-  alfo  Mr.  Elliott’s  A  Improvement  of 
the  Method  of  correcting  the  ©b- 
ferved  Diftance  of  the  Moon,  from 
the  Sun,  or  a  fixed  Star,”  as  it  pro- 
mifes  to  be  pradticaily  ufeful,  de- 
ierves  to  be  relcued  from  indifcri- 
minate  negledt.  Mr.  Wiring’s 
«  Effay  on  centripetal  Forces,”  in 


the  London  Tranfadtions,  is  rather 
of  a  mathematical  than  a  philofophft 
cal  nature. 

If  we  ftep  from  the  ftars  to  our 
own  atmofphere,  we  fhall  find  ma¬ 
ny  new  obfervations,  and  fome 
difcoveries.  M.  de  Luc’s  u  Idees 
fur  la  Meteorologie,”  as  publifhed 
in  England,  deferve  our  notice, 
ft  nee  his  refearclies  are  more  extern 
five  and  more  fuccefsful  than  we 
can  find  in  any  other  work.  His 
hygrometer  has  met  with  opposi¬ 
tion  from  fome  rival  inventors  ;  and 
though  we  may  allow  his  inftru- 
ment  much  merit,  the  prefent  ftate 
of  experience  on  the  ftibiecx  will  not 
permit  us  to  give  him  the  prefer¬ 
ence  above  M.  Sauffore,  in  this  re- 
fpedt.  His  other  meteorological  re¬ 
marks,  connected  with  this  fubjedt, 
are  very  ingenious  ;  and  his  gene- 
i*al  fyftem  of  the  univerfal  men- 
ftruum,  which  he  thinks  to  be  fire, 
is,  we  find,  well  received,  as  a 
plaufible  conjecture,  which  every 
-clay’s  experience  Teems  to  render 
more  probable  ;  but  it  is  by  no 
means  generally  admitted.  In  the 
different  volumes  of  Tranfadtions  we 
find  various  regifters  of  meteorolo¬ 
gical  obfervations,  which  will,  we 
hope,  give  fome  ftabiiity  to  this 
f hence  ;  but,  befides  thefe  dry  de¬ 
tails,  we  find  in  the  London  Tranff 
adtions,  fome  very  judicious  obferva¬ 
tions  on  the  heat  of  wells  and 
Tprings  in  Jamaica,  with  a  few  mif- 
cellaneous  obfervations  on  the  heat 
of  thofe  in  London,  and  a  very 
well  conftrudted  table  of  the  mean 
heat  of  every  month  from  the  year 

&  4 

1763  to  1772  inclufive,  by  Dr.  He- 
berden.  The  “  Theory  of  Rain,” 
alfo  by  Dr.  Hutton,  in  the  Edin¬ 
burgh  Tranfadtions,  is  very  ingeni¬ 
ous,  though  it  fcarcely  carries  con¬ 
viction  with  it. 

In  our  atmofphere  we  frequently 
experience  cold  unexpedtedly,  which 

we 
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we  cannot  explain.  Dr.  Darwin, 
in  the  London  TranfaCtions,  has 
endeavoured  to  explain  this  pneno- 
menon,  from  the  mechanical  effects 
of  the  expanfion  of  the  air,  nearly 
in  the  fame  way  as  Dr.  Webfier  ex¬ 
plained  the  fame  appearance  fome 
time  fince,  at  Edinburgh.  When 
the  cold  is  great  near  the  earth,  Mr. 
Six,  by  means  of  his  thermometer, 
which  (hews  the  greateft  and  the 
leaf!  height  at  which  the  mercury 
lias  Hood  in  the  abience  of  the  ob- 
ferver,  lliews  that  it  is  warmer  in 
the  higher  regions  of  the  atmo- 
fphere,  and  has  given  fome  very 
curious  remarks  on  local  heat.  Mr. 
Wiifon,  in  the  Edinburgh  Tranf¬ 
aCtions,  has  pointed  out  a  remark - 
able  decree  of  cold,  which  accom- 
panies  the  feparation  of  a  hoar  troll 
from  a  clear  air,  and  added  greatly 
to  our  knowledge  of  the  different 
methods  by  which  heat  is  abforbed. 
The  intenfe  cold  at  Fort  Albany  in 
Hudforfts-bay,  has  again  exercifed 
the  abilities  of  Mr.  M6  Nab,  under 
the  very  judicious  directions  of  Mr. 
Cavendifti ;  and  its  effects  on  the 
vitriolic  and  nitrous  acids,  are  now 
afeertamed  with  more  diftindtnefs 
and  accuracy  than  in  any  former 
period.  Thefe  experiments  are  con¬ 
tained  in  the  volume  of  London 
TranfaCtions.  Mr.  Walker  of  Ox¬ 
ford,  has  produced  a  very  great  de¬ 
gree  of  artificial  cold,  by  judici- 
oufly  combining  the  different  means 
of  producing  it ;  and  taught  us  m 
the  fame  volume,  at  a  very  eafy 
rate,  both  of  trouble  and  expence, 
to  produce  a  very  considerable  de¬ 
gree  of  cold,  in  the  warmeft  wea¬ 
ther.  The  London  TranfaCtions 
contain  alfo  fome  very  judicious  ex¬ 
periments  on  the  .  cooling  of  water 
below  its  freezing  point  ;  and  on 
the  effects  of  various  fubftances  in 
lowering  the  point  of  congelation 
in  water,  by  Dr,  Blagdyu,  Fie  ex¬ 


amines  with  great  accuracy  the  cir¬ 
ca  affiances  which  favour,  and  which, 
impede  the  formation  of  ice ;  and 
traces  its  firfl  movement  towards 
congellation  in  its  fine  fpicular  flioot- 
ings,  with  much  patience  and  inge- 
guity.  The  temperature,  and,  of 
courfe,  the  denfity  of  the  air,  has 
been  examined  in  its  effects,  as  in¬ 
fluencing  the  accuracy  of  barome¬ 
trical  meafurements,  in  the  Edin¬ 
burgh  collection,  by  Mr.  John  Play¬ 
fair,  who  has  greatly  contributed  to 
the  correctnefs  of  this  mode  of 
meafuring  heights,  by  his  judicious 
remarks. 

Before  we  leave  the  region  of  the 
air,  we  may  notice  the  brilliancy  of 
the  northern  lights,  which  have 
been  obferved  within  a  few  years  in 
America  ;  and  Mr.  Ganet  s  accu¬ 
rate  hiftory  of  this  appearance,  from 
1781  to  1783,  in  the  “  Boftou 
Tranfactions.”  The  prefident  Mr. 
Bowdoin,  in  the  fame  volume,  of¬ 
fers  fome  obfervations  on  Dr.  Frank¬ 
lin  *s  hypothecs  of  light,  and  ad¬ 
duces  fevcral  important  argu¬ 
ments  to  fhow,  that  light  and  the 
electrical  fluid  are  very  different 
fubftances.  To  prevent  the  wafte 
of  light,  and,  of  courfe,  the  decay 
of  the  fun,  he  thinks  the  whole  fyl- 
tem  of  fun  and  ftars  may  be  fur- 
rounded  by  a  vaft  orb,  which  again 
reflects  it  back  to  its  foil rce.  The 
uncommon  darknefs.  which  occurred 
in  New  England,  in  May  1780,  was 
an  objeCt  of  alarm,  till  fome  foot, 
falling  from  the  air,  ftiowed  that  it 
was  probably  owing  to  burning  the 
woods,  in  the  back  fettiements.  Of 
the  more  important  meteorological 
appearances,  the  moft  formidable  are 
earthquakes  and  volcanoes.  In 
New  England  earthquakes  are  not 
very  uncommon;  and  profeffor 
Williams,  in  the  Bolton  collection, 
has  given  fome  account  of  them  : 
they  proceed,  in  his  opinion,  from 
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the  north-weft  to  the  fouth-eafl,  and 
feem  to  arife  in  the  vaft  country 
which  lies  in  that  direction,  and 
perhaps  are  connected  with  the 
Ekes.  The  defcription  of  Well: 
River  mountain,  which  is  pofiibly  an 
old  volcano,  is  alfo,  in  many  reA 
pedis,  curious.  Mr.  Fleming's  ac¬ 
count  of  a  remarkable  agitation  of 
LochTay,  on  the  1 2th  of  Septem- 
b  r  1784,  occurs  in  the  Edinburgh 
Tranfadtions,  and  feems  to  be  a  phe¬ 
nomenon  of  a  fimilar  kind. 

It  is  not,  however,  always,  that  the 
change  of  the  equilibrium  of  the 
eledtrical  fluid  produces  thefe  vio¬ 
lent  agitations.  It  is  fometimes  ma¬ 
nageable,  and  fometimes  its  quantity 
is  to  trifling,  that  we  cannot  difeo- 
V--"  any  electricity,  without  parti¬ 
cular  contrivances,  Mr.  Sennet’s 

Doubler”  we  have  formerly  no¬ 
ticed  ;  and  Mr.  Cavallo’s  “  Method 
of  manife  fling  the  Prefence,  and 
a  P  ertaining  the  Quality  o':  frnall 
Quantities  of  natural  and  artificial 
Eledtricity,”  as  well  as  his  new-in¬ 
vented  44  Inflrument  for  colledling 
a  diffufed,  or  little  condenfed  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Ekdfiricity,”  which  occur  in 
the  London  Tranfadtions,  are  e- 
qually  curious  and  ingenious.  Mr. 
Nkholfon’snew  inftrument,  which, 
by  the  different  turns'  of  a  winch, 
produces  either  flate  of  eledtricity, 
demands  no  mconfiderable  com¬ 
mendation.  Dr,  Gray’s  Observa¬ 
tions  on  the  Manner  in  which  Glafs 
is  charged  with  the  Electrical  Fluid, 
an.i  dffeharged,”  are,  in  a  great 
degree,  new  and  interefling.  Each 
of  thef .  accounts  occur  in  the  Lon¬ 
don  Tranfadtiops. 

Among  the  rqore  mifcellaneous 
works  of  natural  philofcphy,  we 
may  mention  Mr,  Young’s  £*  Effay 
on  t  e  Mfchanifm  of  Nature,”  a 
w-  k  hi<  ]'  is  ingenious  and  philo- 
Ideal,  hut  we  far  in  a  great 
’Ye  KypotlietjcaL  A  very  in¬ 
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genious  and  elaborate  paper  on  the 
u  Motion  of  the  Sap  in  Trees,”  by 
Dr.  John  Walker,  occurs  in  the  E- 
dinburgh  collection,  where  the  fub- 
jedt  is  purfued  in  a  feries  of  very 
accurate  and  well-condudted  expe¬ 
riments.  Mr.  Adams’s  “  Effay  on 
the  Microfcope,”  a  work  which 
makes  a  part  of  a  great  and  ufefui 
defign,  of  teaching  the  application 
and  ufe  of  different  philofophicai 
inflruments,  may  be  perufed  with 
great  entertainment  and  advantage. 
A  new  invented  inftrument,  flyled 
the  “  Georganon,  and  an  improved 
Analemma,”  are  deferibed  by  Mr, 
Donne.  The  former  confilfs  of 
maps  with  a  little  fimple  contrivance 
to  render  them  more  ufefui,  and  in 
fome  refpedls  to  fuperfede  the  ufe 
of  globes,  Mr.  Fairman,  a  teacher 
of  mathematics,  has  publifhed  a 
“  Treatife  on  the  Ufe  of  the  Globes 
and  on  Geography,”  which  may  be 
ufefui  to  the  ftudent.  And  Mr. 
Winne  has  compiled  a  little  “Trea¬ 
tife  on  Geography,”  which  has  been 
tranflated  into  French  and  Italian 
by  his  daughter.  We  muff  not  dif- 
mifs  this  fhort  account,  which  re^ 
lates  to  the  inflruments  of  philofo- 
phy,  without  mentioning  the  pump- 
engine,  or  fire-engine  adapted  to  a 
common  pump,  by  Mr.  Dearborn, 
and  Mr.  Prince’s  improvement  on 
Smeaton’s  air-pump,  which  occur 
in  the  Edinburgh  colledtion. 

In  the  earth,  or  more  ifridtly 
fpeaking,  on  the  furface,  we  have 
made  fome  new  and  important 
difeoveries,  Mr.  Keate  has  arranged 
the  journals  of  captain  Wilfon,  and 
given  a  very  entertaining  account 
of  the  Pelew  Iflands,  feen  and  de» 
non  mated  from  its  trees,  by  the 
Spaniards,  but  little  known,  till 
the  Antejope  packet  was  wrecked 
on  it.  Their  fituation,  on  the 
eaffern  extremity  of  the  known 
world,  prevented  their  being  difeo- 

vered 
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vered  former  ;  and  they  may  be, 
perhaps  with  accuracy  placed  where, 
in  the  bell  maps,  the  Caroline 
Wands  lie ;  while  the  iflands  diftin- 
gu idled  by  the  lad:  term  or  name, 
are  probably  fcattered  from  north 
to  fouth,  nearer  to  the  continent. 
The  artlefs  flmplicity,  and  the  na¬ 
tural  refinement  of  thefe  untutored 
iflands,  form  a  very  interefting  pic¬ 
ture.  We  have  received  alfo  fome 
apparently  more  correct  accounts  of 
the  little  ifland  of  Joanna  in  1  2^ 
fouth  latitude  ;  and  thefe  contri¬ 
bute  to  efface  the  flattering  and  de- 
lufive  colours  which  the  abbe  Ray- 
nal  had  laid  on  his  defcription.  Mat¬ 
thews’s  “Voyage  to  Sierra  Leone,” 
a  work  calculated  to  ferve  the  views 
of  a  party,  in  the  difcuflion  of  the  in¬ 
humanity  or  the  impolicy  of  the  Have 
trade,  adds,  however,  a  little  to  our 
knowledge  of  this  coaft.  Major  Ren- 
nell’s  “  Memoir  of  his  improved  Map 
of  Indoftan,”  gives  a  very  particular 
account  of  this  famous  country,  the 
fcene  of  ravages  and  conqueft,  from 
the  firft  moment,  when  its  import¬ 
ance  was  underftood  ;  and  the  u Me¬ 
moirs  of  the  Countries  between  the 
Black  Sea  and  the  Cafpian,”  which 
accompanies  a  very  excellent  map, 
by  profefior  Guldenftaedt,  has  added 
to  our  knowledge  of  this  claflical 
ground,  the  objedl  of  the  flrft 
naval  expedition,  which  hiffory  has 
recorded.  u  A  fliort  Delcription  of 
Pyrmont,”  extracted  from  a  larger 
work,  by  Dr.  Marcard,  of  Gotten- 
gen,  and  tranflated  into  Englifh,  is 
not  of  great  importance  in  this  de¬ 
partment  :  yet  it  muff  be  mentioned, 
as,  from  its  title,  it  will  be  expedled 
to  occur  in  this  part  of  our  domef- 
tic  fketch.  ^ 

As  we  go  from  the  furface  to  the 
more  internal  parts  of  the  earth, 
we  muff  notice  Mr.  Hutton’s  very 
elaborate  theory  of  this  planet,  in 
the  Edinburgh  Tranfactions.  He 


confiders  the  water  to  have  fur- 
nifhed  the  fhell  fifli,  which  have 
formed,  by  their  exuviae,  extenfive 
beds  of  lime-ftone,  while  the  fire 
adts  as  a  renovating  power,  giving 
a  new  form  to  the  old  materials. 
His  fyftem  is  a  very  elegant  one  ; 
but  the  author,  we  fear,  fornetirnes 
fails  in  eftablifhing  his  foundation. 
The  remarks  on  different  fofiils, 
adduced,  occasionally,  in  fupport  of 
his  opinion,  are  very  curious  and 
entertaining;.  The  curious  fofiils 
and  ftrata  difeovered  in  America, 
are  obfeurely  hinted  at,  rather  than 
deferibed  in  the  Edinburgh  Tranf- 
adlions :  we  look  on  thefe  imperfect 
accounts  as  preludes  to  more  parti¬ 
cular  and  ufeful  difeoveri,  s.  Amafs 
of  native  iron  in  .South  America,  is 
a  Angular  appearance.  It  is  men¬ 
tioned  and  deferibed  in  the  London 
Tranfadfions  of  this  year.  If  it  be, 
as  fuppoled,  volcanic,  its  extent  and 
its  bulk  will  render  it  a  ftill  more 
ftupendous  objedt.  The  various 
earths  or  foffiis  are  colledled  and 
deferibed  in  Mr.  Magellan’s  u  New 
Edition  of  Cronftedt,”  an  excellent 
work,  which  for  a  time  eftablifhed, 
alrnoft  excluflvely,  the  chemical  fyf¬ 
tem.  In  its  new  form,  it  contains 
ail  abridged,  but  fatisfadfory  ac¬ 
count  of  the  whole  fcience  of  mi¬ 
neralogy  in  its  prefent  improved 
Rate. 

We  have  infen  Ably  Hepped  into 
the  confines  of  Natural  Hiffory,  and 
have  proceeded  fo  far  in  it,  that  we 
have  little  to  add.  Dr.  Kentifh’s 
“  Method  of  ft u dying  Natural  Hif- 
tory,”  muff  be  mentioned  as  a  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  period  ;  but  it  can¬ 
not  be  advantageoufly  diftinguifhed 
in  the  group,  jenner’s  “  Natural 
Hiffory  of  the  Cuckoo,”  in  the 
London  Tranfadtions,  contains  a 
very  particular  defcription  of  the 
manners  and  mode  of  life  of  this 
P  4  pecn~ 
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peculiar  bird.  Mr.  Smith,  who 
poffefles  the  Linnsean  cclledtion,  has 
given,  in  the  fame  volume,  a  very 
interefting  and  entertaining  paffage 
on  the  irritability  of  vegetables. 
The  44  Arbuflrum  Amerieanum,” 
is  a  Ihort  account  of  the  plants  of 
Carolina,  which  *ue  moil  generally 
known,  with  fome  remarks  on  their 
life  ;  and  Dr.  Lettfom’s  repeated 
editions  of  the  44  Account  of  the 
Culture  of  the  Mangel  Wurtzell,5’ 
have  extended  the  fame  of  this  new 
vegetable  ;  and  we  fear  they  have 
multiplied  difappointments.  In  the 
Rollon  Collection  we  perceive  fome 
obfervations  on  the  culture  of  Smyr¬ 
na  wheat,  and  on  grafting,  which 
appear  to  be  judicious ;  and  the 
fourth  volume  of  the  44  Tranfac- 
tions  of  the  Rath  Society,”  contains 
many  very  ufeful  interefting  details, 
on  thefe  fubjebls,  and  almoft  every 
other  branch  of  hulbandry,  Air. 
Marlhall’s  account  of  the  44  Rural 
Oeconomy  of  York  (hire,”  is  a  work 
alfo  of  great  utility  in  the  fame 
line  ;  and  the  late  Mr.  Dixon’s  vo¬ 
lumes- on.  the  44  Hufbandry  of  the 
Ancients,”  deferve  our  praife,  as 
they  unite  juft  philofophical  criti¬ 
cism  with  an  accurate  knowledge 
of  modern  hulbandry.  Mr.  Win¬ 
ter’s  44  New  and  compendious  Syf- 
tem,”  we  cannot  highly  praife  ;  but 
fome  detached  parts  of  his  work 
poffefs  much  merit. 

We  have,  however,  been  long 
lince  told,  that  44  the  proper  ftudy 
of  mankind  is  man.”  To  turn, 
therefore,  from  the  Natural  Hiftory 
of  the  productions  of  the  earth,  to 
that  of  its  find  and  chief  inhabitant, 
muft  be  a  pleating  talk,  though  the 
truth  fhould  ultimately  lead  to  the 
lick  bed,  and  the  various  means  of 
relieving  human  miferies. 

To  the  former  deferiptions  of  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  human  body, 

<-  / 


we  have  not  much  to  add.  Dr, 
Monro’s  44  Defcription  of  the  Buffae 
mucofae,”  thofe  facs  filled  with 
fluid  or  vapour,  which  unite  a  fa¬ 
cility  of  motion  with  elafticity, 
and,  on  this  account,  are  advan- 
tageoufiy  placed  near  the  joints,  is 
a  curious  work  ;  for  they  were  lit- 
tie  known,  or  at  leaft  by  no  means 
deferibed  in  their  fulleft  extent. 
The  human  mufcles,  claffed  as  they 
appear  in  a  diftection,  is  a  ufeful 
publication  for  Undents,  and  is  ex¬ 
ecuted  with  accuracy,  by  Air.  Craw¬ 
ford.  Dr.  Baillie,  the  fucceffor  of 
Dr.  Hunter,  has  deferibed,  in  the 
44  Philofophical  Tranfaftions,”  a  re¬ 
markable  cafe,  where  the  humour 
of  Aloliere’s,  44  Phyfician  by  Com- 
pullion,”  ( mecl'cin  nialgre  lu /)  is 
comoletelv  verified.  The  vifeera 

1  ^  J  _ 

were  entirely  tranfpofed  ;  and,  what 
is  ufuallv  on  the  left,  was  found  on 
the  right  fide,  a  ftate  which  appeared 
confiftent  with  perfedl  health.  The 
plates  of  Dr.  Denman,  defigned  to 
illuflrate  the  44  Generation  and  Par¬ 
turition  of  Animals,”  deferve  at¬ 
tention,  as  the  prornife  of  future 
utility  ;  for  his  great  comprehenfive 
plan  is  yet.  only  in  its  firft  ftage. 
The  fame  may  be  faia  of  the  pro- 
pofal  of  a  late  pupil  of  Dr.  Hun¬ 
ter,  who  pu rpofes  to  publifti  a  fyf- 
tera  of  midwifery,  with  the  anatomy 
of  the  gravid  uterus.  Thefe  works 
relate  to  the  body  in  a  peculiar, 
but  not  an  unnatural  ftate.  Dr.  Den¬ 
man  has  publifhed,  alfo,  two  plates 
of  a  ruptured  and  inverted  uterus. 
That  the  ruptured  uterus  is  not  al¬ 
ways  fatal,  particularly-  when  the 
rupture  happens  in  the  membrane¬ 
ous  part,  near  the  orifice,  is  evin¬ 
ced  by  a  very  extraordinary  cafe, 
publifhed  formerly  by  Mr.  Goldfon, 
and  bv  a  collection  of  ftmilar,  though 
lefts  curious  ones,  added  to  his  new 
edition  of  that  work;  where  we  alfo 
find,  that  the  fiihjodt  of  his  fh'h 
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observation  has  Since  had  two  living 
children.  Mr.  Clark’s  44  Account  of 
the  Epidemic  which  lately  prevail¬ 
ed  among  puerperal  Women,”  fhows 
the  minute  accuracy  of  his  atten¬ 
tion,  and  the  judgment  of  his  prac¬ 
tice.  Some  circumfhnces  relating 
to  the  puerperal  ftate,  occur  in  Mr. 
Underwood’s  44  Surgical  Tratfts,” 
which  have  been  this  year  ccllefled 
and  re-publiftud.  Their  merit  we 
have  already  had  occafion  to  point  out, 
particularly  re fpedling  the  treatment 
of  ulcers  in  the  legs ;  and  we  mu  ft 
•now  add,  that  the  iubjedl  has  received 
fome  illuftration,  by  Mr.  Homes’s 
44  Differtation  on  the  Properties  of 
Pus,”  which  obtained  the  prize  of¬ 
fered  bv  a  fociefy  in  London.  Mr. 
Wilner’s  44  Observations  on  fler- 
niae,”  and  Mr.  Keate’s  44  Cafes  of 
Hydrocele,”  are  entitled  to  no  little 
commendation,  for  accuracy,  di- 
ftindtion,  and  improvement  of  prac¬ 
tice.  It  was  not  fo  eafy  to  point 
out  the  method  of  relieving  two 
caies  defcribed  in  the  Boflon  Tranf- 
aflions,  where  preternatural  hu¬ 
mours  were  found  in  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen,  one  of  which  con¬ 
tained  hair,  and  may  have  been  the 
rudiments  of  a  foetus.  Another  re¬ 
viewer  of  Mr.  Foot’s  44  Obferva- 
tions  on  the  new  Opinions  of  Mr, 
John  Hunter,”  has  this  year  ap¬ 
peared  ;  and  of  courfe  has  fupported 
that  able  anatomifl  ;  but  he  has 
been  attacked  on  the  other  hand  by 
Dr.  Swediaur,  in  a  new  and  greatly 
improved  edition  of  his  44  Obferva- 
tions  on  Venereal  Complaints.” 
Two  volumes  of  Mr.  Howard’s' 
44  Observations  on  the  Venereal  Dif- 
eafe,”  containing  many  juft  and 
valuable  remarks,  haveaifo  appeared 
in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  with  a 
new  44  Method  of  treating  Cancers 
of  the  Breaft  by  Ablution,  with  the 
Help  of  a  peculiar  Inftrument,”  by 


Mr.  G.  Bell,  His  namefake,  we  add 
with  pleafure,  has  completed  his 
44  Syftem  of  Surgery,”  and  has 
now  finifhed  a  work  both  general 
and  comprehenfive,  containing  the 
beft  accounts  of  the  pradfice  of  this 
art,  in  its  moft  improved  ftate.  Mr. 
Pearfon  has  publiihed  his  ftrft  part 
ot  the  44  Principles  of  Surgery,”  in 
which  he  has  mixed  too  many  medi¬ 
cal  doctrines ;  and  Dr.  Hamilton  has 
been  contented  with  more  humbly 
defcribmg,  in  two  volumes  odlavo, 
44  The  Duties  of  a  Regimental  Sur¬ 
geon  coniidered.” 

As  we  have  considered  the  pro- 
grefs  made  in  our  knowledge  of  the 
ftruTure  of  the  human  body,  and 
the  difeafes  depending  on  the  inju¬ 
ries  which  it  may  experience,  we 
muft  turn  to  its  functions,  and  to 
the  effects  which  their  disordered 
ftate  may  produce.  The  genera¬ 
tion  of  animal  heat  in  Dr.  Peart’s 
works,-  is  the  refult  of  the  union  of 
pure  air  with  phlogifton,  which  are 
united  during  the  adtion  of  the  muf- 
cles.  Dr.  Crawford’s  new  edition 
explains  this  fubjecft  more  coimft- 
ently,  by  fuppoiing  the  latent  heat 
of  the  fluids  difengaged  in  particu¬ 
lar  operations  ,*  and  this  fyftem  is 
now  very  ably  fupported  by  a  va¬ 
riety  of  new  and  very  accurate  ex- 
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periments;  It  is  fo  plain  and  Ample, 
that  if  not  true,  we  could  wifh  it  to 
be  fo.  The  effetfts  of  refpiration, 
as  connefted  with  life,  are  explain¬ 
ed  with  much  accuracy  and  inge¬ 
nuity  by  Dr.  Godwyn,  who  re¬ 
ceived  the  firft  prize  offered  on  this 
SubjeH  by  the  Humane  Society. 
The  fame  conclufion  may  be  drawn 
from  an  article  in  the  Bofton  Tranf- 
addions,  where  ftagnant  air  was  alone 
found  to  be  capable  of  producing 
dyfenteries  and  low  fevers,  indepen¬ 
dent  of  contagion.  Paffions  of  the 
mind  have  fpmetimes  a  Similar  ef¬ 
fect  ; 
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fe<ft  ;  but  this  power,  as  well  as 
their  more  general  influence,  is  de- 
fcribed  with  great  elegance  by  Dr. 
Falconer,  in  his  Differtation  on  this 
fubjedt.  Dr.  Alderfon  coniiders 
contagion  more  generally,  as  a  mi- 
afrna  diffoivcd  in  the  air,  and,  in 
confequence  of  fome  fuperior  che¬ 
mical  affinity,  again  precipitated. 
The  exigence  of  a  miafma  is  cer¬ 
tain,  but  its  operation  is  limited 
probably  to  putrid  fevers,  particu¬ 
larly  remittents  ;  and  the  chemical 
procefs,  though  a  probable  hypothe¬ 
cs,  feems  to  be  an  uncertain  one. 
Another  author  endeavours,  as  he 
tells  us,  in  his  title,  to  place  the 
caufes  of  fevers  in  a  new  point  of 
view,  and  brings  us  back  to  the  old 
Linnman  fyftern  of  animalcules. 
The  ftudy  of  fevers,  has  been, 
however,  in  fome  degree  elucidated 
by  Dr.  Rioliay’s  44  Critical  Introduc¬ 
tion”  to  it ;  but  his  opinion,  that 
fever  is  generally  a  fymptom  of  fome 
concealed  irritation,  is  very  doubt¬ 
ful. 

Of  the  cure  of  fevers  we  have 
/rot;  iing  very  fatisfaflory  to  obferve ; 
yet,  as  fevers  are  common,  and  of¬ 
ten  fatal,  in  warm  climates,  Dr. 
Mofeley’s  very  excellent  44  Treatife 
on  tropical  Difeafes,”  will  undoubt¬ 
edly  add  to  our  knowledge  of  the 
more  violent  fevers  in  our  own  cli¬ 
mates,  as  well  as  tend  to  diminifh 
the  mortality  incident  to  camps, 
and  a  military  life.  In  this  view 
Dr.  Hunter’s  44  Obfervations  of  the 
Difeafes  of  the  Army  in  Jamaica,” 
will  prove  a  valuable  addition  to 
our  frock  of  knowledge.  In  another 
equally  warm  and  dangerous  cli¬ 
mate,  India,  Dr.  Girdieftone  has 
added  to  our  refources  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  acute  and  chronical  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  liver,  by  teaching 
ys,  with  more  accuracy  than  ufual,the 
management  of  mercury  in  the  cure 
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of  that  diforder.  Dr.  Ryan’s  44  En« 
quiry  into  the  Nature  and  Cure  of 
the  Confumption  of  the  Lungs,” 
does  not  offer  a  remedy  of  equal 
efficacy  ;  but,  Jn  a  difeafe  fo  intract¬ 
able,  and  fo  often  fatal,  it  is  of  im¬ 
portance  to  eftablifh  judicious  rules 
of  management,  that  we  may  at 
leaft  alleviate  what  we  cannot  cure. 
In  this  refpedt,  Dr.  Ryan  deferves 
much  praife  ;  and,  fo  far  as  diet 
may  be  ufeful,  his  work  offers  fome 
very  valuable  remarks.  When  we 
fpeak  of  confumptions  and  diet,  we 
muff  drop  a  tear  of  unavailing  for- 
row,  on  the  tomb  of  the  very  dili¬ 
gent  and  learned  Dr.  Stark.  Hk> 
firft  introduction  to  the  world  was 
in  Dr.  Reid’s  44  Effay  on  Confump¬ 
tions, **  as  the  author  of  the  belt 
remarks  on  the  itrudture  of  tuber¬ 
cles,  profecuted  by  diffedtion.  Some 
little  difpute  on  this  fubjedt  brought 
his  labours  forward,  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  his  friend  Dr.  Carmichael 
Smith.  The  molt  original  parts  of 
his  work  related  to  diet  and  diatetic 
experiments  on  himfelf,  by  which 
he  haftened  a  premature  death,  ren¬ 
dering  his  conftitution  unable  to 
contend  with  the  deftrnHive  ravages 
of  a  putrid  fever,  or  perhaps  excit¬ 
ing  it  by  the  debility,  which  his  fevere 
regimen  produced.  The  lift  of 
treatifes  on  confumptions  muft  be 
clofed  by  one  of  no  great  import¬ 
ance,  which  we  have  received  from 
Mr.  Charles :  it  is  a  practical  44  Ef¬ 
fay  on  the  Treatment  of  the  Dif- 
eafe.” 

Dr.  Rowley’s  44  Treatife  on  the 
malignant  ulcerated  fore  Throat,” 
only  inculcates  the  neceflity  of  the 
well-known  remedy,  the  bark  ;  and 
Mr.  Foot,  in  his  44  Effay  on  the 
Bite  of  a  mad  Dog,”  is  even  more 
eager  to  attack  Mr.  Hunter  than 
to  eftablifli  the  only  ufeful  method, 
v?z,  entirely  extirpating  the  part 

bitten, 
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bitten,  though  this  is  the  chief  ob¬ 
ject  of  his  publication.  Mr.  Neale’s 
44  Practical  Differtation  on  Nervous 
Complaints,”  is  a  work  of  little 
utility,  as  it  neither  points  out  a 
new  remedy,  nor  extends  our  know- 
ledge  of  thofe  already  known.  A- 
xnong  the  more  general  fyllems  of 
medicine,  it  mav  excite  a  fable  to 
find  Dr.  Black’s  44  Comparative 
View  of  the  Mortality  of  the  Hu¬ 
man  Spe  ies,”  enumerated.  Yet 
in  this  clafs  only  can  it  be  arranged  ; 
for,  while  the  compiling  and  digeft- 
ing  the  different  yearly  bills  of 
mortality,  would  not  furnifh  the 
annual  oration  before  the  Medical 
Society,  which  was  the  object  of  his 
hafty  work,  Dr.  Black  feems  to 
have  filled  it  up  from  the  mod  rea¬ 
dy  fou rces,  the  general  practice  of 
medicine.  In  neither  view  is  it  a 
publication  of  importance.  An¬ 
other  work  of  a  fimilar  kind  mult 
be  mentioned,  viz.  the  u  Transla¬ 
tion  of  Dr.  Brown’s  Elements  of 
Medicine,”  which  have  been  pub- 
iifhed,  re-publifhed,  commented  on, 
op po fed,  and  fupported,  without 
exciting  public  curiofity,  or  pre- 
ferving  the  author  from  a  prema¬ 
ture  death,  which  feems  to  have 
been  accelerated  by  neglebt  and  dif- 
appointment.  Among  it°  enemies 
and  its  friends,  in  this  period,  we 
may  enumerate  the  anonymous  au¬ 
thor  of  44  Obfervations  on  the  Medi¬ 
cal  Pradbk*  of  Dr.  Brown  and  Dr. 
Moffman,  in  his  44  Obfervations  on 
the  Brunonian  Praftice  of  Phyftc.” 

At  the  head  of  the  mifcellaneous 
lift  of  works,  connected  with  prac¬ 
tice,  we  miift  place  Dr,  Moffat’s  very 
able  and  accurate  tranflation  of  the 
“  Prognoftics  and  the  Prorrhetres 
of  Hippocrates.”  We  muft  add  to 
it  Dr.  Duncan’s  annual  volume,  the 
twelfth,  of  the  44  Medical  Com- 
fneatarics,  and  the  Elements 
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Medical  Jurifpriidence,”  a  fcience 
yet  in  its  infancy  ;  fin.ee  many  fo- 
renfic  medical  qutftioris  ftill  require 
a  cool,  difpallionate,  and  exa<5t  in- 
veftigation.  Our  author’s  work 
does  pot  greatly  add  to  the  flock  ; 
and  it  is  chiefly  a  tranflation  from 
a  foreign  one. 

Dr.  Anderfon,  in  his  44  Medical 
Remarks  on  Evacuation,”  of  which 
we  have  feen  two  editions,  treats  of 
evacuation  as  a  queftion  both  of 
pathology  and  therapeutics.  The 
author,  who  appears  to  he  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  practice,  feems  to 
have  indulged  himfelf  too  freely  in 
occafionai  hypothefes ;  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  it  muft  be  acknowledged, 
that  many  juft  and  ufeful  remarks 
are  flattered  in  his  little  volume. 
Dr.  Kentiih’s  44  Eflay  on  Sea 
Bathing,”  is  not  fuperior  to  that 
on  the  method  of  flu  dying  Natural 
Hiftory  :  it  contains  much  of  what 
is  generally  known,  many  pofitive 
affections,  and,  we  fear,  ibme  effen- 
tial  errors. 

When  we  treat,  however,  of  re¬ 
medies,  we  mult  not  forget  the  va¬ 
luable  publication  of  our  college, 
the  44  New  Pharmacopoeia,”  which 
is  juftlv  reckoned  one  of  the  moft 
elegant  and  accurate  wo/ks  of  the 
kind  which  has  appeared  in  Eu¬ 
rope.  A  little  too  great  attachment 
to  fome  forms,  and  a  little  too  ti¬ 
mid  irrefolution,  about  fome  reme¬ 
dies,  are  confpicuqus.  Dr.  Healde 
has  tranflated  it,  and  added  a  few 
very  trifling  notes,  where  they  were 
not  wanted,  and  left  the  reader  in 
obflurity,  where  information  was 
neceflary.  It  has,  however,  called 
forth  the  feverity  of  fome  eager  cri¬ 
tics,  who,  in  u  Obfervations  and 
Remarks,”  have  been  folicitous  to 
magnify  errors,  or. to  mark  as  faults, 
what  candour  can  only  ftyle  a  differ¬ 
ence  of  opinion,  in  points,  where 
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the  truth  may  be  on  either  fide. 
Dr.  Monro,  the  firft:  promoter  of 
the  revifal  of  the  Pharmacopeia, 
has  publilhed  u  A  Treat ife  on  the 
Medical  and  Pharmaceutical  Che¬ 
miftry,  and  the  Materia  Medica.” 
If  it  was  defigned  to  i  11  u  ft  rate  the 
Pharmacopoeia,  the  author  has  fail¬ 
ed  in  his  attempt  ;  if,  to  add  to  our 
knowledge  on  the  fubjed,  he  is, 
we  think,  equally  unfuccefsfuL  He 
has  ft  nee  publilhed  additions  to  his 
work;  but  perhaps,  to  write  it  a- 
new,  would  be  the  heft  method  of 
improving  it.. 

Though  we  could  not  notice  all 
the  fads,  which  occurred  in  the  hif- 
torical  part  of  the  Edinburgh  Tranf- 
adions,  yet  it  is  of  importance  to 
mention  one  ©bfervation,  which  na¬ 
turally  falls  into  this  place,  viz.  the 
Immediate  combination  of  antimo¬ 
ny  with  the  muriatic  acid,  by  dif- 
tilKng  the  acid  from  manganefe, 
while  the  metal  is  put  into  the  re¬ 
ceiver.  In  this  way,  the  beft  pre¬ 
paration  for  combining  the  antimo¬ 
ny  with  cream  of  tartar,  to  form 
the  tartar  emetic,  is  eaftly  and  con¬ 
veniently  procured.  A  method  of 
making  a  weak  fpirituoiis  liquor, 
from  milk,  is  alfo  recorded  by  Dr. 
Grieve  in  the  fame  colledion.  It 
is  the  koumifs  of  the  Tartars,  pro¬ 
duced  from  mare’s  milk,  by  the 
finvple  procefs  of  combining  again 
the  oily  parts,  which  are  firft  fepa- 
rated  by  churning.  The  continu¬ 
ance  bf  the  operation  is  fu indent 

j. 

for  the  re- union.  Dr.  Rigby,  in 
his  ingenious  44  Gbfervations  on  Su¬ 
gar,’3  points  out  the  origin  of  the 
fweetnefs,  viz.  the  combination  of 
phlogifton  with  the  acid  :  fugar  of 
lead,  which  is  a.  fubftance  of  this 
kind,  may,  like  fugar,  be  made  to 
yield  ardent  fpirit. 

Chemiftry  is  alfo  employed  in 
the  .fervice  of  medicine,  by  an  ana- 


lefts  of  the  different  mineral  waters. 
Dr.  Johnfon  has  given  a  44  Short 
Account  of  the  Walton  Water,  near 
Tewkfburv,”  which  is  not  greatly 
different  from  that  at  Cheltenham. 
Dr.  A  ill  has  publilhed  fome  judici¬ 
ous  and  accurate  44  Experiments  and 
Obfervations  on  the  Mineral  Waters 
of  Spa  and  Aix  la  Chapelle.”  In 
the  Bofton  Tranfadions,  is  an  44  A- 
najyfts  of  the  Mineral  Waters”  of 
that  town,  bv  a  furgeon  in  a  French 
fquadron  ;  and  if  we  mention  in 
this  place,  Dr.  Wi Ton’s  44  Conjectu¬ 
ral  Idea  of  the  Nature  and  Quali¬ 
ties  of  the  Bath  "Waters,”  it  is  more 
on  account  of  the  title,  than  the 
contents  or  merits  of  the  work,  for 
the  author  difclaims  all  analyfis. 
The  Bofton  water  contains  fea-falt 
muriated,  a  fclenite,  and  perhaps 
Epfom  fait  ;  fo  that  it  is  in  fdd  on¬ 
ly  a  fweeter  fea-water.  We  ought, 
perhaps,  to  add,  that  Dr.  A.  Fother- 
gill  has  publilhed  a  new  and  en¬ 
larged  edition  of  his  44  Inquiry  into 
the  Nature  and  Quality  of  the  Chel¬ 
tenham  Water.” 

If  we  conftder  Chemiftry  more 
generally,  we  fhould  firft  mention 
Dr.  Berkenhout’s  44  Firft  Lines  of 
the  Theory  and  Pradice  of  Philofo- 
phieal  Chemiftry,”  where  his  lively 
manner,  and  agreeable  mode  of  in- 
ftrudion,  render  the  drieft  details 
pleaftng.  It  cannot  be  unknown 
to  the  flighted  chemicaf  enquirer, 
that  fome  philofophers,  in  France, 
have  denied  the  exiftence  of  the 
principle,  which  Stahl  chofe  to  ftyle 
phlogifton.  With  this  they  have 
conneded  a  difeovery,  to  which 
Mr.  Cavendifh  has  alfo  fome  claim, 
that  water,  inftead  of  being  an  ele¬ 
ment,  is  really  compounded  of  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  of  air.  To  eftablifb 
this  fyftem  more  generally,  they 
have  invented  a  new  language  in 
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tffiemiftry,  and  rendered  the  whole 
fabric  fo  plaufible  and  impofing, 
that  philofophers,  caught'  with  the 
fpeeious  appearance,  were  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  failing  into  error,  till  Dr. 
Fr  ieftley  fhowed,  in  part,  the  infta- 
bility  of  the  fyftem.  This  will  ex¬ 
plain  the  tendency  of  the  other 
chemical  works,  which  we  fliall  foon 
defcribe.  The  fir  ft  is  by  M.  Four- 
erov,  and  is,  in  reality,  a  new 
edition  of  his  44  Elementary  Lec¬ 
tures,”  with  the  title  of  44  Elements 
©f  Natural Hiftory  and Chemiflrv 
but  the  work  is  greatly  enlarged, 
and  the  whole  is  written  in  the  true 
fpirit  of  an  implicit  follower  of 
La  voider,  Mr.  Kirwan  has  on- 

1 

pofed  this  doctrine  with  great  zeal, 
and  fuccefs,  in  his  44  Effay  on  Phlo- 
giilon  and  on  the  other  hand, 
Dr.  St.  John,  in  his  tranllation  of 
the  44  New  Chemical  Nomencla¬ 
ture,”  has  endeavoured  to  eltabiiih 
and  confirm  it.  Dr.  Priefrley  ad- 
mi  nifle  red  the  antidote,  in  the  laid 
volume  of  44  PhiloCophical  Tranf- 
ahrions,”  in  two  papers,  entitled 
44  Experiments  and  Obfcr  vat  ions, 
relating  to  the  Principle  of  Acidity, 
the  Composition  of  Water  and 
Pit  log  it  ton  ;  ”  where  he  has  fhown 
that,  in  the  pretended  compoiition 
of  water,  little  of  that  fluid  ap¬ 
pears,  except  what  was  before  united 
with  the  different  airs,  and  that  ni¬ 
trous  acid  is  really  produced,  Mr, 
Cavendifh,  in  the  fame  colledtion, 
has  communicated  fome  44  Remarks 
on  the  Converfion  of  a  Mixture  of 
dephlogifticated  and  phlogifticated 
Air  into  nitrous  Acid,  by  the  Elec¬ 
trical  Spark,”  a  curious  phenome¬ 
non  ;  but  it  requires  a  long  conti¬ 
nued  fuccemon  of  electrical  Thocks, 
to  produce  the  union.  Dr,  Aul- 
tin  too,  has  inferted  fome  44  Experi¬ 
ments  on  the  Formation  of  Volatile 
Alkali,”  and  on  the  44  Affinities  of 
phlogifticated  and  light  inflammable 


Air  a  difeovery  in  which  he  has 
been  anticipated  by  Berthollet.] 

In  our  enumeration  of  the  Hifto- 
rical  productions  of  the  year,  the 
flrft  place  is  unqneftionably  due  to 
the  fourth,  fifth,  and  flxth  volumes 
of  Mr.  Gibbon’s  44  Hiftory  of  the 
Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Em¬ 
pire.”  Thefe  volumes  complete 
the  original  plan  of  the  author,  and 
carry  on  his  hiftory  from  the  fall  of 
the  Roman  empire  in  the  Weft,  to 
the  taking  of  Conftantinople  by 
Mahomet  the  Second.  Through- 

o 

out  the  whole  of  this  intereftmg 
work,  Mr,  Gibbon  has  given  fu:h 
proofs  of  aftonifhing  induftry,  acute 
penetration,  and  fertility  of  genius, 
as  have  feldom  been  equalled.  la¬ 
the  account  which  we  formerly  gave 
of  the  preceding  volumes,  we  were 
not  fparing  of  that  applaufe  to 
which  we  thought  him  juftly  enti¬ 
tled,  for  his  happy  facility  in  ieizing 
thofe  ftriking  circimiftances  which 
give  weight  and  rntereft  to  hiftory, 
his  unrivalled  excellence  in  the  de¬ 
lineation  of  the  characters,  together 
with  the  harmony  of  his  periods, 
and  the  brilliancy  and  nervoufnefs 
of  his  ftyle.  Rut  while  on  thefe 
accounts  we  pronounced  him  to  be 
one  of  the  moil  fin i died  htftorians 
which  this  or  any  country  hath  pro¬ 
duced,  we  were  not  infenfible  to  bis 
blemifhes  and  defeeb.  The  fame 
excellences,  and  the  fame  faults,  are 
difcoverable  in  the  prefent,  as  in 
the  form  r  volumes.  And  we  could 
wifli,  that  truth  did  not  oblige  m 
to  add,  that  the  latter  occupy  more 
than  their  proportionate  {hare  of 
room.  In  this  remark  we  do  not 
advert  to  the  arrangement  of  his 
materials,  in  which  it  was,  perhaps, 
irnpofflble  that  the  lucidus  ordo 
fhould  be  fo  confpiciicus  as  when 
treating  of  former  periods ;  nor  to 
■  his  ftvle,  which  is  fometknes  ren¬ 
dered 
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dered  obfcure  and  afFeCted,  by  a  too 
clofe  imitation  of  the  concifenefs  of 
Tacitus,  and  the  frequent  introduc¬ 
tion  of  foreign  idioms.  The  faults 
to  which  we  chiefly  confine  our  ob- 
fervation  are,  the  prejudices  and 
farcafms  againft  Chriftianity  which 
he  has  fo  frequently  and  unnecef- 
farily  introduced,  and  the  immoral 
tendency  of  many  parts  of  his  fafci- 
nating  and  feduCtive  work.  Againft 
Chriftianity  Mr.  Gibbon  difcovers 
all  the  bitternefs,  and  defcends  to 
praCtife  the  artifices  of  a  malignant 
and  infidious  adverfary.  We  are 
forry  alfo  to  obferve,  that  the  pages 
of  this  hiftory  are  occafionally  dis¬ 
graced  by  impure  allufions,  and  in¬ 
decent  anecdotes.  We  earneftly  wifli 
that  thefe  illiberal  and  difgraceful 
paflages  may  be  omitted  in  the  fu¬ 
ture  editions  of  this  work,  that  it 
may  neither  prove  a  dangerous  pre- 
fent  to  the  unthinking,  nor  dif- 
guftful  to  the  rational  and  ferious 
reader. 

The  fecond  volume  of  u  Me¬ 
moirs  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
from  the  Battle  of  La  Hogue  till 
the  Capture  of  the  French  and  Spa- 
nifli  Fleets  at  Vigo,  by  Sir  John 
Dal rympte,  Bart.”  is  a  publication 
from  which  we  have  received  much 
entertainment  and  information.  The 
preceding  volume  of  thefe  memoirs 
attracted  the  public  attention  in  a 
very  high  degree.  The  period  of 
hiftory  which  the  author  feleCted  for 
inveftipation,  was  one  of  the  moft 
important  and  interefting  in  the 
Britifh  annals ;  and  the  characters 
whofe  merits  he  undertook  to  ap¬ 
preciate,  were  the  moft  confpicuous 
and  diftinguifhed  of  that  time.  It 
is  well  known,  that  the  refult  of 
fir  John’s  enquiries  proved  very  un¬ 
favourable  to  the  reputation  and  in¬ 
tegrity  of  feveral  pnbiic  characters, 
which,  till  then,  had  been  held  in 
high  veneration*  And,  uotwith- 


ftanding  that  much  illiberal  abufc 
was  poured  on  him,  and  the  inte¬ 
grity  of  his  motives  queftioned,  by 
thofe  who  could  not  have  accefs  to 
the  fame  authorities,  it  is  now  alfo 
well  known,  from  collateral  evi¬ 
dence,  that  the  information  which 
he  gave  us  was,  in  general,  founded 
on  authentic  documents  ,*  and  that 
the  hideous  picture  of  political  de¬ 
pravity  which  he  has  prefen  ted  to 
the  public,  was  taken  from  the  life. 
The  volume  before  us  commences 
with  the  year  1692,  and  compre¬ 
hends  a  period  of  ten  years.  Among 
the  variety  of  interefting  ohfe na¬ 
tions  and  anecdotes  which  ferve  to 
elucidate  the  hiftory  of  the  times, 
we  find  our  author  ufing  the  fame 
freedom,  as  before,  iiiexpofing  the 
venality  and  corruption  which  fo 
generally  prevailed,  aud  fupporting 
the  ftrong  charges  which  he  brings, 
by  proper  authorities.  That  part 
of  the  volume  which  contains  a 
hiftory  of  the  eftablifhment,  and 
final  overthrow  of  the  fettlement 
of  Darien,  is  peculiarly  important. 
And  the  Appendix  contains  leveral 
fpeculations  for  the  aggrandifernent 
of  this  count jy,  by  particular  exer¬ 
tions  of  force  in  time  of  war,  and 
the  extenfion  of  commerce,  which 
may  be  read  with  pleafure  and  im¬ 
provement.  With  refpeCt  to  the 
political  reflections  which  our  au¬ 
thor  intermixes  with  his  narrative, 
they  are,  in  general,  juft  and  philo- 
fophical  ;  and  the  ftyle  in  which 
they  are  conveyed  is  lively,  concife, 
and  energetic.  We  perceive,  indeed, 
occaftonal  marks  of  negligence,  and, 
perhaps,  of  atfeCtation.  But  thefe 
blemifties,  though  they  detract  from 
the  excellence  of  the  compofition, 
do  not  prevent  us  from  confidering 
the  Memoirs  before  us,  as  a  valu¬ 
able  addition  to  this  clafs  of  literary 
productions. 

The  firft  volume  of  “  A  View 

of 
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of  Ancient  Hiflory,  including  the 
Progrefs  of  Literature  and  the 
fine  Arts,  by  William  Rutherford, 
B.  D.”  is  the  moll  inftrudlive  and 
pkafing  of  all  the  abridgments  of 
ancient  hiflory  that  we  have  feen. 
This  volume  treats  of  the  affairs  of 
Egypt,  Aflyria,  Peril  a,  Phoenicia, 
Judea,  and  thofe  of  Greece,  to  the 
clofe  of  the  firlT  Perfian  war.  The 
object  of  the  author  is,  not  to  con¬ 
fine  himfelf  to  a  mere  detail  of 
tranfactions,  but  “  to  fuggefl  fuch 
views  of  human  affairs,  as  ferve 
not  only  to  enlighten  the  mind,  but 
to  form  the  heart  to  virtue,  and  to 
infpire  principles  of  true  religion 
and,  u  by  combining  the  progrefs 
of  human  difeoveries,  of  the  fine 
arts,  and  of  literature,  with  the  fe- 
ries  of  hiftoricai  incidents,  to  fug- 
geft  materials  of  reflection  and  ob¬ 
jects  of  refearch,  that  will  not  only 
prove  iifeful  to  the  young,  when 
entering  into  life,  but  interefting 
to  the  world  at  large,”  This  plan, 
as  far  as  the  prefent  volume  extends, 
Dr.  Rutherford  has  executed  with 
much  good  fenfe  and  judgment. 
His  fityle  is  perfpicuous  and  ani¬ 
mated  ;  and  his  language,  with  a 
very  few  exceptions,  elegant  and 
corredt.  From  fuch  a  fpecimen  of 
his  abilities,  learning,  and  tafte,  we 
are  led  to  wait,  with  pieafing  ex¬ 
pectation,  for  the  appearance  ©f  the 
siext  volume. 

u  The  Hiflory  of  the  Reign  of 
Peter  the  Cruel,  King  of  Caftile 
and  Leon,  bv  John  Talbot  Dillon, 
Efq.  B.  S.  ll.  E.”  was  compofed, 
partly,  with  the  view  of  overturn¬ 
ing  the  commonly  received  opinion 
refpedting  the  character  and  reign 
of  that  monarch ;  and,  partly,  in 
order  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of 
materials  for  an  account  of  the  an¬ 
cient  conftitution  of  Csilile.  With 
refpeCt  to  the  firft  objeCt,  wre  cannot 
think  that  our  hiftoriau  has  accom* 
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plifhed  it.  Notwithstanding  that  a 
confiderabk  allowance  will  be  made 
for  the  barbarous  manners  of  the 
times,  there  remain  too  many  proofs 
of  hishaving  excited  an  univerfal  odi¬ 
um  and  horror  by  his  cruelties,  even 
in  that  ferocious  age.  The  addi¬ 
tional  materials  which  Mr.  Dillon 
has  brought  forward,  refpe&ing  the 
conftitution  of  Caftile,  he  has  ex- 
traded  from  the  Chronicle  of  Don 
Pedro  Lope  de  Ayala,  chancellor  of 
Caftile,  the  contemporary  of  Peterf 
and  an  eye-witnels  of  the  principal 
fads  which  he  relates.  Thefe  will 
be  found  to  throw  confiderable  light 
on  the  political  ftate  of  that  period 
which  our  author  has  undertaken 
to  inveftigate  ;  and  will  be  the  more 
acceptable  to  the  Englifh  reader,  on 
account  of  their  intimate  connexion 
with  the  political  and  commercial 
hiflory  of  his  own  country.  Upon 
the  whole,  though  we  cannot  fay 
that  our  author  has  «  ftrewed  his 
path  with  ftowers,  and  enlivened 
his  recital  with  the  captivating  har¬ 
mony  of  language,”  yet  he  feems* 
to  have  fpared  no  pains  in  tracing 
faffs  to  the  fountain-head,  and  to 
have  given  them  with  candour  and 
impartiality. 

Of  the  abbe  Groffier’s  General 
Defcription  of  China,”  we  gave  a 
brief  account  in  our  hiflory  of  the 
Foreign  Literature  of  the  year  1786. 
It  is  with  confiderabk  pieafufe  that 
we  have  been  enabled  to  renew  our 
acquaintance  with  this  inftrudtive 
and  entertaining  author  in  an  Eng¬ 
lifh  drefs.  For  while  he  very  pro¬ 
perly  explodes  the  exaggerated  en¬ 
comiums  of  former  writers  on  thr 
inftitutioHS  and  government  of  the 
Chinefe,  he  fupplies  us  with  an  au¬ 
thentic  and  interefting  account  of 
that  extraordinary  people,  who 
poftefs  fome  of  the  arts  in  per¬ 
fection,  unknown  to  the  moft  culti¬ 
vated  Europeans ;  and  who,  though 

fur- 
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furrounded  by  barbarians,  are,  com¬ 
paratively,  an  enlightened  and  ele¬ 
gant  people.  With  refpeCt  to  the 
natural  hiftory  of  that  extenhve 
empire,  the  information  on  which 
our  author  was  obliged  to  depend, 
was  not,  in  all  refpeCts,  fo  perfeCt 
and  well  digefted  as  he  might  will). 
His  fidelity,  therefore,  will  not  be 
fufpeCted,  if  we  occafionally  meet 
with  obfervations  for  which  we.  can¬ 
not  eafily  account  on  principles  of 
analogy.  To  the  translator  much 
praife  is  due,  for  having  added  fo 
curious  and  entertaining  a  work  to 
the  flock  of  Englifh  literature ;  as 
well  as  for  the  fidelity  and  elegance 
with  which  he  has  executed  his  un¬ 
dertaking.  The  two  volumes  of 
which  it  confifts,  are  accompanied 
by  a  correCt  map  of  China,  and  a 
variety  of  plates  illuftrating  the 
manners  and  ceremonies  of  the  Chi- 
nefe. 

“  The  prefent  State  of  the  Em¬ 
pire  of  Morocco,  tranilated  from  the 
French  of  M.  Chenier,  in  two  Vo¬ 
lumes,”  contain  only  a  part,  but 
that  the  moft  interefting,  of  the 
Ivecherches  Hiftoriques  furies  Mau- 
res,  by  that  well-informed  and  ju¬ 
dicious  author.  hi.  Chenier  was 
appointed  French  conful  in  1767, 
and  refided  in  Morocco  many  years. 

*■  j  * 

In  this  fituation.  he  pollcfled  the 
beft  opportunities  for  acquiring  in¬ 
formation  ;  and  thefe  he  improved 
with  indefatigable  induflry.  The 
account  which  he  gives  of  the  fitua¬ 
tion  and  extent  of  the  country,  its 
inhabitants,  natural  productions,  ci¬ 
ties,  and  harbours,  is  the  moft  accu¬ 
rate  and  comprehenfive  of  any  that 
we  have  Fee  11 ;  arid  his  remarks. are 
worthy  of  attention  in  a  political 
and  .commercial  view,  as  well  as 
gratifying  to  the  inqyiutive  and  cu¬ 
rious  enquirer.  The  hifforian  will 
alfo  -be  interefled  bv  the  abridged 
account  pf  the  Jfloorilh  government, 
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from  the  decline  of  the  empire  of* 
the  Caliphs,  to  the  prefent  period  ; 
which  contains  a  concife  and  regu¬ 
lar  detail  of  the  moft  important 
tranfaCtions  in  that  country.  On 
the  whole,  this,  work  prefects  us- 
with  a  melancholy  picture  of  the 
efFeCts  of  depot  if  m  on  a  country 
pofieiling  every  natural  advantage 
for  improvement  in  arts. and  fcience 
and  increafes  our  veneration  for 
our  own  conftitution,  which  tbcures 
our  lives  and  pofleffions  under  the 
protection  of  juft  and  equal  laws. 
It  would  be  injuft  ice  to  the  tranf- 
lator  of  this  work  not  to  obferve, 
that  he  has  given  the  fenfe  of  the 
original  with  clearnefs  and  perfpi- 
cuity  ;  and  introduced  fome  judici¬ 
ous  alterations  in  the  divifions  of 
the  chapters,  which  will  be  found 
advantageous  and  agreeable  to  the 
reader. 

I11  perilling  “  An  Introduction 
to  the  Hiftory  of  the  Dutch  Repub¬ 
lic,  for  the  laft  ten  Years,  reckon¬ 
ing  from  the  year  1777,”  our  curb 
ofity  has  been  gratified  by  the  au¬ 
thor's  ingenious  difquifition  and  re¬ 
marks  on  the  conftitution  of  the 
country,  and  the  accurate  informa¬ 
tion  which  he  difplays  refpeCting 
the  different  characters  to  whole 
peculiar  fituation  the  attention  of 
Europe  was  directed  during  the  late 
difienfions.  Notwithftandirip-  that 

O 

the  author  is  totally  dilfatisfied  with 
the  mode  in  which  the  government 
of  the  United  Provinces  is  at  pre¬ 
fent  conducted,  he  evidently  leans 
towards  that  party  who  conceive  the 
office  of  a  ftadt holder,  with  defined 
and  explicit  powefs,  to  be  neeeffary 
to  the  exiftence  of  political  liberty. 
To  the  great  leaders  of  the  arifto- 
cratical  party,,  and  to  their  views 
during  the  late  difturbances,  he  is  a 
determined  foe.  "  <•  > 

The  “.Summary  and  Philofophi- 
cal  View  of  the  Genius,  Character., 

Man- 
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Manners,  Government,  and  Politics 
of  the  Dutch,”  was  written,  chiefly, 
to  efface  any  unfavourable  imprefi- 
fions  which  a  fuperficial  view  of  the 
late  conduct  of  that  people  may 
have  made  on  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain.  Such  a  defign,  eon- 
fidering  the  intimate  union  which 
is  now  eftabliihed  between  the  two 
countries,  is  liberal  and  -com¬ 
mendable  ;  and  we  with  that  it  may 
have  its  effect  in  exterminating  pre¬ 
judices  which  muff  be  injurious  to 
the  interefts  of  both.  But  we  think 
that  he  has  been  rather  too  lavifh 
of  his  encomiums  on  the  virtues  of 
the  Hollanders  :  and  that,  by  the 
extravagance  of  his  panegyric  on 
their  charabter,  and  the  conffitution 
of  their  government,  he  is  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  defeating  the  benevolent 
purpofe  with  which  he  fet  out. 

The  u  Letters  written  in  Hol¬ 
land,  in  the  Months  of  September 
and  Odfober,  1787,  by  Thomas 
Bowdler,  efq;  F.  R.  S.  and  S.  A.” 
contain  a  view  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces  at  the  time  when  the  duke  of 
Brunfwick,  at  the  head  of  the 
Pruffian  army,  was  proceeding  in 
the  refloration  of  the  Stadtholder, 
drawn  by  the  author  on  the  fpot. 
Though  from  feveral  obfervations 
which  occur  in  thefe  Letters,  Mr. 
Bowdler  appears  to  be  a  fenfible 
and  intelligent  man,  yet  he  has  be¬ 
llowed  but  little  labour  on  their 
compofition;  and  the  information 
which  they  contain,  is  little  more 
than  might  be  learned  from  the  fo¬ 
reign  Gazettes.  They  poiTris,  ne- 
verthelefs,  the  merit  of  giving  us 
a  faithful  account  of  the  tranfacf  ions 
of  that  turbulent  period  ;  and  may 
fafely  be  relied  on  by  the  hifforian. 

“  The  Hiftory  of  the  Rife,  Pro- 
grefs,  and  Eftablifhment  of  the  In¬ 
dependence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  ;  including  an  Account  of 
the  late  War,  &c.  by  William  Gor¬ 
don,  D.  D.”  in  four  volumes,  is 
17  88. 
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chiefly  to  be  diftinguifhed,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  -  the  peculiar  advantages 
which  the  author  poflefied  for  ob¬ 
taining  authentic  and  accurate  in¬ 
formation.  Befide  his  relidence  in 
different  parts  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  late  conteft,  and  his  per- 
fonal  acquaintance  with  the  moil 
confpicuous  charafters  in  the  dra¬ 
ma,  he  was  favoured  by  the  Ame¬ 
rican  congrefs,  and  by  the  New- 
England  ftates,  with  the  infpe6tion. 
of  their  records,  and  by  generals 
Wafliington,  Gates,  Green,  Lin¬ 
coln,  and  Otho  Williams,  with  a 
liberal  perufal  of  their  private  ma- 
nufcripts.  Thefe  circumftancesllamp 
a  confiderable  value  on  the  work 
before  us.  But  as  a  compofition* 
it  field o in  rifes  beyond  mediocrity. 
It  poffefi'es  no  claims  to  our  com¬ 
mendation  either  from  perfpicuty  of 
arrangement,  animation  of  ftyle,  or 
elegance  of  language.  The  author* 
neverthelefis,  in  addition  to  his  pe~ 
cular  advantages,  feems  to  have 
been  uniformly  influenced  by  a  ri¬ 
gid  regard  to  truth  ;  and  to  have 
fubftantiated  whatever  in  his  hif¬ 
tory  differed  from  the  accounts  of 
other  writers,  by  a  variety  of  cre¬ 
dible  documents.  For  thefe  reafions 
we  have  overlooked  his  incongrui¬ 
ties.  and  found  ourfielves  much 
pleafed  and  interefted  in  the  perufal 
of  thefe  volumes. 

The  “  Memoirs  of  the  late  War  in 
Afia,  &c.  by  an  Officer  of  Colonel 
Baillie’s  Detachment,”  in  two  vo¬ 
lumes,  are  employed, .  partly,  ir* 
particularizing  the  merits  and  hard- 
fhips  of  our  countrymen,  and  others 
in  our  fervice  ;  and,  partly,  if  not 
principally,  in  celebrating  the  merits 
of  the  Indian  adminiflration  of  Mr* 
Haflings.  To  thofe  who  are  ao* 
quainted  with  oriental  affairs,  and 
with  the  principal  Afiatic  and  Eu* 
ropean  characters  conne6ted  with  o* 
rientai  politics,  thefe  volumes  will  be 
chiefly  acceptable. 

The 
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The  “  Remarks  on  the  moil  im¬ 
portant  military  Operations’ -of  the 
Englifh  Forces  on  the  Weftern  Side 

o 

of  I ndia,  in  the  years  1783,  1784, 
are  publifhed  with  the  laudable  de¬ 
li  0-11  of  vindicating;  the  officers  and 

o  '  o 

foldiers  in  the  army  under  general 
Matthews,  from  the  charges  of  cru¬ 
elty  and  rapacioufnefs*  which  had 
been  brought  againft  them  in  the  nar¬ 
ratives  of  captain  Oakes  and  lieu¬ 
tenant  Sheen.  In.  this  defign  he  has 
fucceeded  to  our  perfeCt  fatisfaclion. 
When  we  firft  read  the  accounts  of 
thofe  officers,  we  could  not  reprefs- 
our  indignation  at  the  practices  which-, 
they  imputed  to  their  fellow -foldiers, 
and  found  oiirfelves  unable  to  deviffi 
expreflions  which  we  thought  would 
convey  an  adequate  idea  of  their 
guilt.  For,  refpeCting  tranfaCtions  of 
fuch  a  nature,  and  of  fuch  fuppofed 
notoriety,  we  thought  it  impoffible 
for  them  to  be  deceived,  or  that  they 
could  unite  in  deceiving  others.  We 
are  happy,  however,  to  find  that  we 
were  deceived.  And  we  unite  with 
the  voice  of  the  public,  in  transfer¬ 
ring  the  obloquy  which  was  attempt¬ 
ed  to  be  fixed  on  a  fet  of  brave, 
though  unfortunate  fellows*  t®  their 
Injurious  calumniators. 

The  “  Short  Account  of  the  Na¬ 
val  Actions  of  the  laft  War,  in  or¬ 
der  to  prove  that  the  French  Nation 
never  gave  fuch  fflender  Proofs  of 
maritime  Greatnefs,  as  during  that 
Period  &c.”  is  a  treatife  which  we 
have  perufed  with  pleafure,  and  with 
pride  *  and  which  we  recommend: as 
highly  deferving  the  attention  of  the 
public.  Theobjefifof  the  author  is 
to  vindicate  the  honour  of  the  nation 
from  the  injurious  fufpieion  which 
was  attempted  to  be  propagated  dur¬ 
ing  the  lap  war,  that  the  French 
not  only  -rivalled,  but  ffurpaffed  us, 
in  maneuvering  and  failing,  as  well 
as  jn*1  fighting  a  fleet.  This  idea 
which,  were  it  not  refuted,  mu  ft 
4  ,-prpye  deffru  Clive  to  the  ardour  and 


activity  of  our  feamen,  our  author 
completely  invalidates,  by  an  appeal5 
to  uncontroverted  faffs,  and  a  fhort, 
but  correct  and  judicous  view  of  our 
late  naval  tranfaCtions  in  different 
parts  of  the  globe.  T o  every  per- 
fbn  who  is  acquainted  with  the  aito- 
ni f!hnp;  effects  which  the  confidence 
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of  fuperioritv  has  produced  on  Bri- 
tifli  failors,  and  to  every  perfon  who 
loves  his  country’s  fame  and  honour, 
this  interefting  and  wellwritten  pam¬ 
phlet  will  afford  a  high  gratification*. 

The  next  productions  of  which  we- 
ffirall  take  notice  are  Geographical* 
Of  thefe, 

Mr.  Ellis’s  “  Memoir  of  a  Map 
of  the  Country  comprehended  be¬ 
tween  the  Black  Sea  and  the  Cafpian, 
with  an  Account  of  the  Caucafiair 
Nations,  and  Vocabularies  of  their 
Languages,”  is  a  very  valuable 
addition  to  our  lifts  of  geogra¬ 
phical  productions.  For  the  accu¬ 
racy  with  which  lie  has  laid  down- 

* 

the  feveral  places  in  his  map,  he  has. 
chiefly  depended  on  the  information 
of  fuch  Ruffian  gentlemen  as  were 
employed  by  the  reigning  emprefsfim 
furveying  thofe  countries.  And  we 
find  no  reafon  to  queftion  their  abi¬ 
lities,.  or  their  fidelity.  The  ac- 
quarntance  to  which  he  introduces- 
his  readers  with-  the  various  nations* 
who  inhabit  thofe  diftriCts,  will  be 
equally  acceptable  to  the  niftoriaru 
and  the  etymologift. 

The  “  Short  Account  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales’s  Ifiand,  or  Palo* 
Peenang,  in.  the  Eaft  Indies,  by 
Elifha  T rapaud,  Efq.  Captain  i  11  the 
Engineer  Corps  on  the  Madras  Efta  ■- 
bliftiment,”  contains-  a  defeription  of 
the  fituation,  extent,  and  produce 
of  that  new  fettlement,  illuftrated 
by  an  ufeful  chart,  including,  the 
plan  of  the  ifiand.  From  every  in¬ 
formation  which  we  have  received- 
refpeCting  this  late  acquifition  to  the 
territories  of  our  Eaft  India  Compaq 
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ny,  it  promifes  to  be  a  very  impor¬ 
tant  objed  in  a  commercial  end  po¬ 
litical  view.  Thofe  who  are  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  inconveniences 
which  refulted  from  the  want  of  a 
harbour  on  the  coaft  of  Coroman¬ 
del,  and  with  the  heavy  expences 
which  our  Eaft  Indiamen,  that 
had  loft  their  paffage  to  China,  were 
obliged  to  incur,  by  wintering  at 
Malacca  or  Batavia,  will  be  glad  to 
be  informed,  that  thefe  are  likely  to 
be  entirely  prevented  by  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  the  Prince  of  Wales’s  illand. 
B elide  the  variety  of  refrefhments 
and  articles  of  commerce  which  it  is 
capable  of  affording,  it  offers  a  fafe 
ilielter  for  our  blips  during  the  tem- 
pefhious  weather  at  the  fluffing  of 
the  monfoons ;  and,  what  is  of  great¬ 
er  Confequence,  in  time  of  war,  it 
is  a  commodious  fpot  for  the  flatten¬ 
ing  and  refitment  of  our  fleets. 

Among  the  Biographical  produc¬ 
tions  of  the  year,  the  “  Account  of 
the  Life,  Writings,  and  Inventions 
of  John  Napier,  of  Merchiflon,  by 
David  Stewart,  Earl  of  Buchan,  and 
Walter  Minto,  LL.  D,”  is  a  pub¬ 
lication  for  which  the  feientifle  world 
is  much  indebted  to  the  noble  lord, 
and  his  learned  alTociate.  We  are 
happy  to  find  a  nobleman,  fo  eminent 
for  his  zealous  encouragement  of 
learning,  taking  the  lead  in  a  branch 
of  literature,  in  which  our  country¬ 
men  have  been  greatly  deficient,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  emulation  to  which 
they  have  been  provoked  by  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  men  of  letters  on  the  con¬ 
tinent.  The  materials  for  the  life 
of  Napier,  exclufive  of  thofe  drawn 
from  his  own  writings,  and  the  writ- 
mgs  of  his  contemporaries,  are  ex¬ 
ceedingly  fcanty.  This  circumftance 
is  to  be  attributed  to  the  reclufe  life 
which  he  led,  and  the  great  difficulty 
of  maintaining  any  literary  corref- 
_  pondence  at  the  period  when  he 
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fRurifhed.*  As  far,  however,  as  his 
refources  enabled  him,  lord  Bu¬ 
chan  has  executed  his  intention  in  a 
manner  that  does  great  honour  to 
his  induftry,  and  his  attachment  to 
the  cultivation  of  literature.  To 
Dr.  Minto  hislordfliip  acknowledges 
himfelf  to  be  much  indebted,  efpe- 
dally  in  the  mathematical  depart¬ 
ment. 

“  The  Life  of  Captain  James 
Cook,  by  Andrew  Kippis,  D.  D.  F, 
R.  S.  and  S.  A,”  is  an  elaborate  and 
iiiterefting  piece  of  biography ;  from 
the  perufal  of  which  We  have  re¬ 
ceived  much  information  and  enter¬ 
tainment.  When  our  author  un¬ 
dertook  to  write  the  life  of  fo  cele¬ 
brated  a  charader,  he  was  fully  a- 
ware  of  the  danger  u  of  being  car¬ 
ried  to  an  undue  length,  and  of  en¬ 
larging,  more  than  was  needful,  on 
fads  which  may  be  thought  already 
fuffieiently  known;”  or  of  giving 
u  fuch  a  jejune  account,  and  fuch  a 
flight  enumeration,  of  important  e- 
vents,  as  mult  difappoint  the  wiflies 
and  expectations  of  the  reader.” 
Difficult  as  the  talk  was  of  avoiding 
thefe  two  extremes,  from  the  pecu¬ 
liar  nature  of  his  work,  Dr.. Kippis 
has  happily  accomplilhed  it.  The 
private  incidents  concerning  our 
great  navigator,  he  has  collected 
with  great  diligence  and  care,  and 
from  the  molt  authentic  fources. 
And  of  his  public  tranfadioiis, 
“  which  are  the  things  that  mark  the 
man,  that  difplay  his  mind  and  his 
charader,”  he  has  delivered  fuch  an 
agreeable  and  judicious  abridgement, 
tnat  it  will  be  read  with  pleafure  by 
thofe  who  are  well  acquainted  with 
the  voyages  of  captain  Cook,  in 
their  original  Rate,  while  it  contains 
almoft  every  thing  that  is  interefting 
to  general,  readers.  To  the  matter 
of  which  the  public  was  before  in 
pofleffioii,  Dr.  Kippis  has  added  much 
original  and  ufeful  intormation  ;  a 
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variety  of  important  remarks,  which 
are  evidences  of  an  enlightened  and 
epmpfehenfive  mind  ;  and  a-  welh 
drawn  character  of  his  hero,  which 
thole  who  knew  the  man'’  will  pro¬ 
nounce  to  be  accurate  and  faithful* 
With  refpeCt  to  compofttion,  this 
work  is  diftingu iflied  by  that  perfpi- 
euity,  eafe,  and  fimplidty  which 
Have  eftablifhed  the  reputation  of 
our  author  in  this  line  erf  writing. 
It  would' be  a  reflection  on  our  tafte 
irf  we  were  not  to  acMr  that  we  have 
been  highly  entertained  with  an  ori¬ 
ginal  Ocle  bv  Mifs.. Williams,  infected 

<iD  -  j  '  # 

at  the  cdiiciuiion  of  the  volume,  itr 
which  that  enchanting 'poetefs  dike  el¬ 
vers  her  ufuahimaginatiom/telegance-,. 
£.nd  beauty  of  lentiment. 

Dr.  Towers  T  Memoirs  of  the 

Life  and  Reign  of-  Frederick  the 
Third,  King  erf  Pruftia,”  in  two 
volumes,  contain  a  judicious  and 
faithful  relation  of  the  principal  cir- 
cumftanees  in  the  life  of  that  extra¬ 
ordinary  character.  In  the  account 
of  his  private  life,  and,  particularly, 
of  the  laid  twenty  years,  in  which- 
he  devoted  a  conliderahle  part  of  his  • 
time  to  the  encouragement  of  liter¬ 
ature  and  fcience,  end  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  his  dominions,  Dr.  Towers^ 
appears  to  have  drawn  his  informa¬ 
tion  from  the  mold  authentic  foiirces, 

.  and  not  to  have  omitted  the  mention 

■  /  . 

'  ©f  ..any  circumftances  that  are  worthy 
of  being  related-  In  eldirhating  his'- 

*  O  .“.o'  •  Cn  ^ 

military  abilities,,  from  which  his 
reign  derives  its  peculiar  luftro,  our 
author  does  not  withhold  that  due 
ihare  of  praife  to  which  his  fuperior 
and  fpfendid  talents  entitled  him. 
The  powers  of  invention,  refource,, 
aedivitv,  and  refplution,  which  he 
d-ifplayed  in  an  aidonifning  variety  of 
the  moft  interefting  fituations,  have 
abundantly  dtabliftied  his  fame  as 
cue  of  the  moft  diftingu  ffeed  attd 
extraordinary  princes  of  whom  the 
records  of  hiftory  have  preferved  to 
Us  any  memorial.”  But  while  ourbi- 
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ographer  is  fenftble  of  the  excellences 
of  the  monarch  whofe  life  he  writes, 
he  points  out  and  cenfures  his  faults 
with  a  freedom  and  feveritv  to  which 
he  was  compelled  by  the  faered  ob¬ 
ligations  of  truth.  We  are  of  the 
fame  opinion  which  he  avows,  that 
ambition  and  an  unjuftifiable  love  oft 
fame  were  the  ruling  principles  of 
his  actions;  and  that  in- the  gratifi¬ 
cation  of  thefe,  he  was  frequently 
dead  to  all  impreffions  of  moral  prin¬ 
ciple,  and ‘the1  feeling?  of  humanity- 
And  we  think  it  much  to  the  credits 
of-  Dr. .  Towers- that,  inftead  of  be¬ 
ing.  borne  away  by  the’  current  of 
popular  prejudice,  ordaz&led  by  the’ 
brilliancy  of  his  exploits-,,  he  has  im- 
partially  tried  the  merits  ofFrederick, 
by  the  immutable  ffendard  of  recti¬ 
tude.  On  the  whole,  thefe  Memoirs 
are-  deferring  of  praife,  not  only  for 
the  impartiality  with  which  they  are 
written,  and  the  rational  and  juft 
fent-iments  conveyed  in  the  reflections 
of  the  author,  but,  like  wife,  for 
perfpTCuity  of  arrangement,  and  cor- 
r  seine  is  of  ftyle.  The  accounts  which 
are  added,  in  the  notes,  of  feveral 
perfons-who  were  eminent  in  litera¬ 
ture  or  in  arms,  have  the  effeCt  of  a- 
gree-able  and  entertaining  epifodesv 
The  u  Anecddt’erv  and  character- 
fftics  of  Frederick  the  G  re-aft  late 
King  of  Pruftia,  &c.”  bv  F.  A.  W. 
in* two  volumes,  are  felbCted  from  a-.' 
German  collection  confifting  of  eight- 
volumes,  and  will  afford  much  enter¬ 
tainment  to  the  admirers  of  that  mo¬ 
narch.  Some  of  the  moft  ftriking 
of  thefe  anecdotes  are  related  in  the 
preceding  work  of  Dr.- Tourers. 

La  T robe’s  CharaCteriftic  A- 
riecdotes  Sec.  with  explanatory  Notes' 
and  Obfervations,”  relate  to  fome  of 
the  moft  important-  circumftances  in 
the  life  of  the  fame  prince,,  and  are 
chiefly  collected  from  the  fame  copi¬ 
ous  work  as  the  Ihft  mentioned  arti¬ 
cle.  We  mu  ft,  however,  do  our  au¬ 
thor  ths  jjuftice  to  obferve,  that  he 
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ftias'  (hewn  greater  judgment  in  his 
.choice  of  anecdotes  ;  and  that  his  fu- 
perior  acquaintance  with  the  Englifh 
.‘language  has  enabled  him  to  prefer  ve 
the  lpirit  of  the  German  repartees 
with  greater  force. 

The  “  Original  Anecdotes  of  Pe¬ 
ter  the  Great, coiLcfed  from  the  Con- 
veriation  of  Lverai  Perfons  of  Dif- 
ti  action  at  Peteriburgh,”  is  a  tranf- 
lation  of  an  entertaining  work  which 
will  befoimd  ferviceabie  in  il  luff  rat¬ 
ing  the  private  life  ?.nd  manners  of 
that  truly  great  perlbnage.  But 
thefe  Anecdotes  are  thrown  together 
without  the  leaft  regard  to  order  or 
arrangement.  Had  ..they  been  clafied 
under  proper  heads,  according  to 
their  fubjeCls,  the  reader  would  have 
been  better  enabled  to  apply  them  to 
tlie  profefTed  object  of  the  author. 

The  “life  of  Baron  Trenck  &c. 
■tranflated  from  the  German.  by- 
Thomas  Holcroft,  in  three  volumes, 5  5 
contains  an  account  of  fuch  lingular 
and  wonderful  incidents,  that,  if 
.they  were  .not  confirmed  by  authen¬ 
tic  and  undoubted.teffi  monies,  would 
be  deemed  romantic  and  incredible. 
As  it  is  impolfib.le  for  us  to  give 
an  outline  of  this  interefting  per¬ 
formance,  we  mu  ft  refer  our  read¬ 
ers  to  the  work  itfelf,  alluring  them, 
that  they  wifi  be  abundantly  gra¬ 
tified  by  ffie  perufal  of  it.  For,  ex- 
clufive  of  that  part  of  the  narrative 
.which ps  confined  to  the  author,  it 
contains  a  variety  of  {hiking  and  cha- 
rafteriftic  traits., of  fome  of  the  moft 
extraordinary  and  eminent  perfons  in 
the  courts  of  Pruffia,  Ruifia,  and 
Auftria,  as  well  as  of  the  inhabitants 
of  thofe  countries.  We  only  add, 
that  the  relation  which  it  gives  of  the 
unparalleled  fufferjngs  to  which  the 
baron  was  fentenced  by  the  arbitrary 
and  inhuman  mandates  of  Frede¬ 
rick  III.  late  king  of  Pruffia,  re- 
fieeft  indelible  difgrace  on  the  memo¬ 
ry  of  that  prince* 


The  “  Recoil edfion  of  fome  Par¬ 
ticulars  in  the  Life  of  the  late  William 
Shenftope,  Rfq,J  ’  is  chiefly  devotedt© 
a  vindication  of  the  abilities  and  fame 
of  that  poet,  from  the  fevere  Trim- 
tu res  of  the  late  Dr.  Johpfon.  The 
author  we  underftand  to  have  been 
the  rev,  Mr,  Graves,  who  carried  on 
an  .occasional  correfponden.ee  with 
Mr.  Shenftoue,  for  the  fpace  of  thir¬ 
ty  years,  and  who  was  i ntimatelv  ac¬ 
quainted  with  his  character  and  man¬ 
ners.  Thefe  he  has  delineated  with 
fidelity,  animated  by  the  ardour  of 
friendfhip  :  and  the  picture  has  in¬ 
creased  our  efteem  for  the  memory 
of  that  amiable  .gentleman.  But  we 
think,  that  he  is  for  affigmng  to  his 
friend  too  high  a  rank  in  the  poeti¬ 
cal  world  ;  and  that  he  difeovers  an 
undue  and  injudicious  partiality  to 
his  abilities,  when  he  places  him  on 
a  level  with  Mr.  Grav. 

Thicknefie’s  u  Sketch-of  the  Life 
and  Paintings  of  Thomas  Gainfbo- 
•rough,  Efq.”  contains  fame  curious 
and  entertaining  anecdotes  of  that 
celebrated  artift,  delivered  in  our 
author’s  peculiar  and  well  known 
ftyie  of  writing.  If  any  perfon 
fa  on  Id  hereafter  undertake  to  p  re- 
fen  t  the  public  with  a  perfetf  and  fi¬ 
ll  i  filed  picture  of  Mr.  Gainfborough, 
he  may  borrow  fome  of  his  ftriking 
features  from  the  iketch  before  us. 

Under  the  head  of  Antiquities,  we 
meet  with  many  curious  particulars 
in  Mr.  Walker’s  “  Hftorrcal  EfTay 
on  the  Drefs  of  the  Ancient  and  Mo¬ 
dern  Irifh,  Ac.”  This  work  con- 
fifts  of  three  divifions.  In  the  firft 
the  ingenious  author  treats. of  the 
drefs  of  the  Irifti ;  the  ficcond  is  com¬ 
posed  of  a  memoir  on  their  armour 
and  weapons  .j,  and  the  t;  ird  is  an 
appendix  containing  an  account  of 
the  cuftoms,  manners,  and  drefs  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  R offer,  in  the 
.county  of  Donegal,  togetner  with  a 
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defcription  of  various  implements  of 
war,  and  other  relics  of  antiquity, 
which  have  been  found  in  different 
parts  of  Ireland.  In  illuftrating  his 
different  fubjedts,  Mr.  Walker  ap¬ 
peals  to  the  beft  written  authorities, 
and  to  a  collection  of  the  few  re¬ 
mains  which  fculpture  or  drawings 
have  afforded  ;  and  he  has  enriched 
his  work  with  a  number  of  tinted 
plates,  which  add confiderably  to  it’s 
value.  The  antiquary  will  not  with¬ 
hold  his  warm  praife,  from  thefe  la¬ 
bours  of  our  author,  when  he  con- 
fiders  the  patient  induftry  with  which 
he  has  “  viftted  the  couch  of  the  aged, 
and  liftened  to  the  tale  of  other  times; 
trimmed  the  midnight  lamp  over  ma¬ 
ny  a  dry  annalift,  and  pored  with  un¬ 
remitting  attention  on  many  a  muf 
ty  manufcript  ;  explored  the  mould¬ 
ering  walls  and  long  founding  ifles 
of  cloiftered  fanes,  for  figures  illu- 
ftrative  of  his  fubjedl  ;  nay,  even  urn 
barred  the  gates  of  death,  and  en¬ 
tered  fhe  tombs  in  quell  of  evidence.  ” 
And  we  may  fafely  affirm,  without 
approving  of  Mr.  Walker’s  tonclu- 
(ions  in  favour  of  the  high  antiquity 
of  his  countrymen,  that  readers  of 
every  defcription  will  derive  informa¬ 
tion  and  pleafure  from  the  contents 
of  this  volume. 

Of  the  a  Bibliotheca  Topogra- 
phica  Britannica,”  two  numbers 
have  been  pubi idled  during  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  year.  The  firfl  of  thefe  con¬ 
tains  the  hiftory  and  antiquities  of 
St.  Rule’s  chapel,  in  the  monaftery 
of  St.  Andrew,  in  Scotland  ;  with 
remarks  by  Mr.  Profeftbr  Brown. 
To  which  are  added,  the  riding  of 
the  parliament  of  Scotland  in  1606, 
and  1681,  and  the  ceremonials  ob¬ 
served  in  1 68  £  ;  the  ftatutes  and  fees 
pf  the  order  of  the  Thiftle  &c. ;  the 
fufpenfton  of  Lyon  king  of  arms, 
Snd  a  particular’  defcription  of  the 
regalia  of  Scotland.  •  As  the  inge¬ 
nious  editor  of  this  work  has  begun 
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to  extend  his  views  to  Scotland,  we 
hope  he  will  continue  to  gratify  the 
public  with  fcarce  and  valuable  pieces 
relating  to  the  antiquities  of  that 
kingdom.  The  fecoiid  number  con- 
lifts  of  fragments  of  Englifh  and 
Info  hiftory  in  the  ninth  and  tenth 
centuries,  tranOated  from  the  origi¬ 
nal  Icelandic,  and'  illuftrated  with 
notes,  by  Dr.  Thorkelin,  regius 
profeftbr  of  antiquities  in  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Copenhagen.  From  the 
flares'  which  yet  remain  unexplored, 
in  the  libraries'  of  the  king  of  Den¬ 
mark,  we  hope  to  receive  many  va-? 
lu able  communications,  through  the 
medium  of  our  indefatigable  editor, 
which  will  throw  confiderable  light 
on  fome  of -the  dsrkeft  periods  of  the 
hiftory  of  thefe  i (lands. 

Mr,  Nichols’s  ui  Account  of  the 
Progreffes  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  a- 
mong  which  are  interfperfed  other 
Solemnities,  public  Expenditures, 
and  remarkable  Events,  during  the 
Reign  of  that  ijlufhious  Prmqefs,  in 
two  volumes,”  is  a  work  abounding 
in  hiftorical  information,  and  in  nu¬ 
merous  curious  traits  of  the  manners 
of  the  times.  The  work  begins  with 
the  marriage  and  coronation  of  A  nne 
Boleyn,  the  queen’s  mother ;  her 
fufferings  in  the  Tower,  and  her  paf- 
fage  through  London  to  her  corona¬ 
tion,  To  thefe  fucceed  her  pro- 
greftes  ;  her  maundy  ;  the  expenc.es, 
of  her  tajfte  ;  fir  Thomas  Sac.kville’s 
entertainment  in  France,  1570;  ce¬ 
remonial  of  inveflin^  the  kin^s  of 
Denmark  and  France  with  the  Gar  7 
ter;  the  palatine  of  Siradia’s  vifit ; 
entertainment  of  the  Dutch,  Danifli, 
Poliih,  and  Barbary  ambaftadors ; 
fir  Philip  Sydney’s  funeral  ;  the 
queen’s  new  year  gifts,  plate,  jewels, 
and  wardrobe;  a  defcription  of  her 
palaces ;  her  (aft  ficknefs,  death, 
funeral,  See .  &c.  This  entertaining 
colledliqn  is  illuftrated  by  a  variety 
of  copious  nptes,  ejegant  en¬ 
gravings 
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^ravings,  which  bear  honourable  tef- 
atimony  to  the  induftry  and  fpirit  of 
.the  editor. 

The  antiquities  of  the  diocefe  of 
Rochefter  have  been  conflderably  il- 

j 

duirrated  by  the  publication  of  “  Cuf- 
dumale  Roffenfe,  from  the  original 
Manufcript  in  the  Archives  of  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rochefter,  'to 
which  are  added  Memorials  of  the 
Cathedral  Church, and  borne  Account 
of  the  Remains  of  Churches,  Chan¬ 
tries,  &c.  with  divers  curious  Pieces  of 
Antiquity,  hitherto  unnoticed  in  the 
bald  Diocefe  ;  illuftrated  with  ftftv- 


feven  Copper  Plates,  from  accurate 
Drawings  ;  by  John  Thorpe  of  Bex- 
iey  in  Kent,  efq.  M.  A.  F,  R.  ST 
This  work  is  intended  as  a  Hi pp le¬ 
nient  to  the  Regiftrum  Roffenfe, 
publiflied  by  our  author  and  his  fa¬ 
ther  ;  and  contains  an  account  of  the 
numerous  druidical  monuments,  and 
ecchfiaftical  antiquities,  which  were 
unknown  to  former  Kentifa  hiflori- 
;ans.  The  well  known  zeal  of  Mr. 


Thorpe  for  extending  our  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  this  part  of  our  national 
hifborv,  his  unwearied  labour  of  re- 
fearch,  and  accuracy  of  defeription, 
have  defervedly  given  him  a  high 
rank  among  the  writers  of  Britifh 
antiquities.  And  the  work  which 
we  are  now  announcing  is  a  valu¬ 
able  addition  to  .his  former  Audio  us 
.enquiries. 

The  appearance  of  the  fecond 
volume  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon’s  “Hif- 
tory  and  Antiquities  of  the  County 
Palatine  of  Durham,”  has  not  dif- 
■appointed  thole  expectations  to  which 
the  former  volume  gave  rife.  The 
prefect  volume  begins  with  the  hif¬ 
tory  of  the  city  of  Durham  ;  in 
which  we  are  prefented  with  a  de¬ 
tail  of  a  variety  of  circumftances  and 
events  that  will  be  particularly  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  the  antiquary.  To  this 
fucteeds  a  hiftory  and  defeription  ot 
the  cathedral  ;  and  a  Till  of  the  'pri¬ 
ors,  deans,  and  prebendaries5  with 


fliort  biographical  accounts  of 'each, 
which  will  be  found  entertaining 
and  interefling.  The  remaining 
part  of  the  volume  is  dedicated  to  a 
description  of  feveral  of  the  towns 
and  villages  in  the  county,  with  their 
hiflorics,  which,  though  circumflaxi- 
tial  and  minute,  are  well  calculated 
to  command  the  attention  of  the 
reader.  In  the  progrefs  of  this  work 
Mr.  Hutchinfon  has  found  that  his 
materials  have  fo  greatly  increafed, 
that  it  will  be  nec diary  to  add  a  third 
volume,  before  he  can  complete  his 
plan  for  the  hiftory  of  the  palatinate* 
But  as  the  work  is  publiflied  by  fub- 
feription ;  and  as  fuch  an  eytenfioa 
of  it  is  a  deviation  from  his  original 
proposals,  with  a  fingularly  generous 
fpirit  he  begs  his  fubferibers  ‘ 4  to  do 
him  the  honour  of  accepting  the. 
third  volume,  gratis.” 

Mr.  White’s  “  Natural  Hiftory 
and  Antiquities  of  Selborne,”  as  its 
title  Rates,  is  employed  in  deferib- 
ing  the  natural  productions  and 
occurrences  as  well  as  the  anti¬ 
quities  of  that  parifh.  Thefe,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  idea  of  the  author,  in 
which  we  entirely  agree  with  him, 
ought  equally  to  engage  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  writer  of  parochial  hiftory. 

x  * 

In  the  former  part  of  the  work  Mr. 
White  fhews  himfelf  to  be  an  inqui- 
fitive  and  intelligent  naturalift  ;  and 
we  owe  him  our  thanks  for  the  great 
pleafure  and  information  which  we 
have  derived  from  his  curious  and 
ufeful  obfervations.  With  refpeCt 
to  the  antiquities  of  Selborne  ;  as 
thefe  are  confined  to  the  limits  of  a 
ftngle  parifh,.  it  will  not  be  expedited 
that  they  ftiould  be  generally  inter- 
efting.  Our  author,  however,  has 
omitted  no  opportunity  of  introduc¬ 
ing  fuch  remarks  and  difquifitions  as 
tend  to  enlarge  “  the  boundaries  of 
hiftorical  and  topographical  know¬ 
ledge,  or  to  throw  light  upon  anci¬ 
ent  cuftoms  and  manners.”  Such 
collections  as  that  before  us  aredeferv- 
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mg  of  the  warmeft  encouragement, 
as  they  fupply  the  beft  materials  for 
complete  county  hiftories. 

Mr.  Kelham’s  u  Domefday  Book 
illuftrated  &c.”  will  be  found  of 
confiderable  ufe  in  facilitating  an  ac¬ 
quaintance  -with  that  curious  and  va¬ 
luable  monument  of  Englifh  anti¬ 
quity.  This  work  is  divided  into 
four  parts.  The  firft  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  Domefday  Book.  The  fe- 
cond  a  lift  of  all  the  tenants  in  ca- 
pite  or  ferjeanty,  as  they  ftand  in 
that  record,  and  alfo  an  account  who 
many  of  thefe  tenants  Were.  The 
third  part  coniifts  of  a  tranflation  of 
difficult  pafftges,  and  an  explanation 
of  terms  and  abbreviations.  The 
fourth  contains  an  alphabetical  table 
of  the  tenants  in  capite  in  thefeve- 
ral  counties  contained  in  that  fur- 
vey.  When  it  is  confide  red,  th  at 
in  the  fplendid  edition  of  Domefday 
Book  which  has  been  produced  at  the 
public  expence,  the  reader  will  find 
no  preface,  notes,  or  commentary ; 
and  that,  on  thefe  accounts,  the  pe- 
rufalmuftbe  ftill  very  difficult  to  thofe 
who  are  not  well  acquainted  with  the 
manner  of  writing,  and  the  barbar¬ 
ous  expreflions  ufed  in  it;  the  learn¬ 
ed  world  will  be  fenflble  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  Mr.  Kelham’s  work, 
efpeeially  as  his  former  publica¬ 
tions  flew  him  to  be  well  qualified 
•for  fuch  a  undertaking. 

Mr.  Wyndham’s  u  Wiltfiire,  ex¬ 
tracted  from  Domefday  Book,  to 
which  is  added  a  tranflation  of  the 
original  Latin  into  English,”  has 
been  ■bublifled  with  the  laudable: 
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view  of  encouraging  and  ’promoting' 
a  general  hiftoi  y  of  .that  county.  In 
the  preface,  a  '  plan  is  fugged: ed  for 
carrying  that  deftgu  into  execution; 
‘which  appears  to  be  a  judicious  one,- 
and  fully  adequate  to  the  objedt  in¬ 
view.  -It  is  with  pleafure  that  we- 
•are  £Wen  to  underftand  that  this, 
plan  has  been  adopted.  The  man- 
■h 'aef'  in  which  the  work  before  us  is 
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executed,  gives  us  a  favourable  idea 
of  our  author’s  abilities,  and  of  his 
being  pofleffecl  of  the  proper  qualifi¬ 
cations  for  engaging  in  topographi¬ 
cal  hiftory. 

Mr.  Hutton’s  Battle  of  Bof- 
worth  Field,”  contains  a  variety  of 
circumftances  relating  to  that  impor¬ 
tant  and  decifive  event,  which  have 
been  unknown  to  our  other  hiftorians 
and  antiquaries.  His  information  he 
has  drawn,  not  only  from  the  heft 
remaining  chronicles  of  the  times, 
but  from  repeated  viftts  to  the  feene 
of  addon,  which  he  has  examined 
with  uncommon  ardour  and  atten¬ 
tion,  and  minute  enquiries  into  the 
traditions  of  its  vicinity.  This  work, 
though  not  a  firft  rate  production, 
and  frequently  difgraced  by  expref- 
fions  inconfiftent  with  the  dignity  of 
hiftorical  writing,  is,  neverthelefs, 
interefting  and  amuijng ;  and  may 
contribute  to  the  illu  fixation  of  this 
dark  period  of  Englifh  hfftorv. 

The  u  Picturefqtie  Antiquities  of 
Scotland,  by  Adam  de  Cardonnel, 
in  two  volumes,”  confiftof  a  varie¬ 
ty  of  elegant  engravings  of  religi¬ 
ous  houf  s  and  ancient  caftles,  ilhi- 
lfrated  by  fhort  and  judicious  deferip- 
tions,  fomewhat  in  the  manner  of 
Mr.  G-rofe’s  Antiquities.  Thefe  la¬ 
bours  of  our  author  will  not  only  be 
acceptable  to  the  antiquary,  as  they 
tend  to  preferve  from  oblivion  the 
ancient  remains  of  Caledonian  fplen- 
dor,  but  alfo  to  the  traveller,  to 
whom  they  will. prove  a  pleafing  and 
ufeful  companion. 

Among  the  books  of  T ravels  which 
have* be'en  publifhed. during  the  pre- 
Tent-  year,  we  have  received  confi- 
de'rable  pleafure  from  Mr.  Savarv’s 
- Letters  on  Greece;  being  a.Se- 
-  quel  to  Letters  on  Egypt ;  and  con¬ 
taining;  travels  through  Rhodes, 
C and other Jflands  of  the  Archi¬ 
pelago,  &c.”  We  have,qbferved  on  a 
former  occafion,  hovy  well  qualified 
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Mr.  Savary  was -to  become  an  in- 
Rrudtive  and  entertaining  traveller, 
from  his  knowledge  of  antiquity, 
elegant  talte,  and  happy  talent  at  de¬ 
lineation.  The  feenes  on  which  hrs 
pencil  is  employed  in  the  volume  be¬ 
fore  us,  arethofe  where  the  arts  and 
fch  nces.  were  once  cultivated,  with 
the  greatefl  fuccefs,  but  which  now, 
through  the  fatal  influence  of  defpo- 
tifm,  and  a  barbarous  policy,  are  co¬ 
vered  by  the  moft  lamentable  igno¬ 
rance.  In  contrafting  the  prefent 
ftate  of  thefe  wretched  countries, 
with  their  p leafing  picture  as  deferib- 
ed  by  Strabo,  and  other  ancient  hif- 
torians,  the  author  freely  indulges  to 
a  noble  and  generous  refentment  a- 
gainft  the  crimes  of  a  government 
which  is  the  enemy  of  the  human 
race  ;  in  which  force  is  their  law, 
and  the  fabre  their  juft  ice.”  The 
pbfervations  which  he  has  made  on 
the  geography  of  thefe  iflands,  the 
fituation  of  feveral  ancient  cities,  the 
hiftory  of  the  Colofius  at  Rhodes, 
and  the  labyrinth  near  the  ruins  of 
Cxortyna,  difeovers  a  vail  fund  of 
erudition.  The  information  which 
he  gives  refpefting  their  population, 
government,  commerce,  foil,  and 
climate,  is  the  refult  of  attentive  ob- 
iervation  and  enquiry,  and  is  drawn 
up  in  an  intereffing  manner.  And 
the  piffurefque  views  which  he  has 
taken  during  the  courfe  of  his  tra¬ 
vels,  are,  in  the  higheff  degree,  beau¬ 
tiful  and  enchanting.  If  we  were  to 
admit  of  any  objection  agamft  our 
author’s  manner  of  defeription,  it 
would  be,  that  his  colours  are  rather 
too  bright  and  glaring.  On  the 
whole,  the  pleafure  which  we  have 
received  from  thefe  Letters  of  our  in; 
teiligent  and  lively  traveller,  make 
us  regret  his  premature  death,  which 
prevented  his  finifhing  another  vo¬ 
lume,  giving  an  account  of  his  ob- 
iervations  on  the  other  iflands  of  the 
Archipelago 
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Mr.  .Lufignan’s  “  Series  of  Let-r 
ters  addreffecl  to  Sir  William  Foe* 
dyce  &c,”  in  two  volumes,  contain 
an  account  of  a  voyage  and  journey 
from  England  to  Smyrna,  from 
thence  to  Conffantinople,  and  from 
that  place  over  land  to  England, 
with  a  defeription  of  the  countries, 
cities,  towns,  and  villages  through 
which  the  author  pafled ;  which, 
though  not  adorned  with  any  embel- 
lifhments  of  art,  and  forming  ra¬ 
ther  a  dry  and  iminterefling  narra¬ 
tive,  may  be  ufefnl  to  travellers. 
With  refpeef  to  that  part  in  which  he 
accufes  Mr.  Volney  of  deiigned  mif- 
reprefentation,  efpecially  in  his  ac¬ 
count  of  Ali  Bey,  and  of  deferibing 
countries  which  he  never  faw,  the 
public  will  expeff  more  fatisfadfory 
evidence  than  what  is  contained  irt 
the  aflertion  of  Mr.  Lufignan.  In 
the  appendix  to  thefe  volumes,  con¬ 
taining  a  particular  defeription  of 
the  Holy  Land,  we  are  rather  difpof- 
ed  to  fufpedt  the  accuracy  and  fidelity 
of  our  author’s  account,  when  we 
find  him  retailing  fome  of  the  abfurd 
and  iinphilofophical  tales  of  ancient 
writers,  which  have  been  repeatedly 
and  abundantly  confuted  by  the  moll 
judicious  and  refpeffable  of  modem 
travellers.  He  has,  doubtlefs,  relied 
too  implicitly  on  the  narratives  of 
former  writers,  without  correcting 
them  by  his  own  obfervations :  he 
could  not  deliberately  fit  down  for 
the  purpofe  of  deception. 

The  Abbe  Dupaty’s  64  Travels 
through  Italy,  in  a  Series  of  Letters, 
written  in  the  Year  178$,  tranflated 
from  the  French,”  is  an  inftructive 
and  amnfing  performance,  in  which 
the  author  has  exhibited  many  fink¬ 
ing  proofs  of  extenfive  knowledge, 
refined  taffe,  and  exquifite  fenfibiii- 
ty.  He  is,  however,  a  difciple  of 
the  Shandean  fchool;  and  will  be 
principally  acceptable  to  thofe  who 
can  forget  the  exceqtricities  of  his 

work). 
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work,  while  -they  contemplate  it’s 
beauties.  We  have  followed  our 
author  with  peculiar  pie  a  fu  re  while 
defcribing  the  fcenes  of  nature,  and 
the  precious  fragments  of  antiquity  ; 
-and  we  have  feldom  found  ourfelves 
•difpofed  to  except  to  his  political 
opinions,  and  his  numerous  mifeel- 
laneous  remarks  on  the  ancient  and 
modern  inhabitants  of  the  country. 
The  picture  which  he  draws  of  the 
modern  Italians  is  not  a  very  flatter¬ 
ing  one  :  but  it  appears  to  be  juft ; 
and  prefents  to  the  reader  a  curious 
contrail  between  the  conquerors  of 
the  world,  and  their  degenerate  pof- 
sterity.  The  tranllator  of  this  vo¬ 
lume  has  not  only  given  us  the  fenfe 
of  the  original  with  fidelity,  but  has 
preferved  its-  peculiar  manner  and 
fpirit. 

.  M.  Povoleri’s  tranffation  of  the 
lame  work,  under  the  title  of  u  Sen¬ 
timental  Letters  on  Italy  &c.”  is 
more  dilfulive  and  ornamental  than 
the  former,  but  not  fo  faithful  and 
correct.  It  is,  befide,  rendered  lefs 
valuable  by  the  omiffion  of  the  prefi- 
dent’s  tranflations  from  Tibullus, 
Propertius,  and  Pliny. 

Mr.  Cofiigan’s  u  Sketches  of  So¬ 
ciety  and  Manners  in  Portugal,  &c.” 
in  two  volumes,  are  the  productions 
of  a  man  of  fenfe  and  obfervation, 
who  appears  to  have  been  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  country  which  he 
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ciefcribes,  and  with  the  genius  and 
character  of  the  Portuguefe.  In 
reading  thefe  Sketv  hes  we  met  with 
fu.ch  an  intermixture  of  romantic  Va¬ 
ries,  and  love -adventures,  that  we 
began  to  fufpedlthat  we  were  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  regions  of  fiction  and 
improbability.  But  without  vouch¬ 
ing  for  the  credibility  of  thefe  epi- 
fodes,  we  have-  no  difficulty  in  ere- 
diting  the  general  representations  of 
our  traveller.  And  we  recommend 
thefe  volumes,  as  containing  a  con¬ 
siderable  portion  of  curious  and  ufe- 
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ful  information  refpedlmg  the  politi¬ 
cal  ftate  of  Portugal  ;  the  mifehiev- 
ous  effects  of  eclefiaflical  tyranny  5 
the  ignorance  and  fuperflition  of  the 
clergy :  the  domefiic  manners  and 
culloms  of  the  Portuguefe  ;  and  the 
national  take,  as  difeovered  in  their 
public  entertainments,  and  theatri¬ 
cal  compositions.  The  picture  which 
is  drawn  is,  in  truth,  gloomy  and 
difgufting  ;  but  we  are  afraid  that  it 
approaches  too  near  to  nature. 

The  perilled  of  u  A  Tour  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  Scotland,  in  5785,  bv  an 
Englilh  Gentleman,’ has  afforded 
us  much  entertainment,  from  the 
authors  agreeable  and  happy  talent 
at  defeription,  and  the  numerous  per¬ 
tinent  obfervations  which  he  makes, 
during  the  progrefis  of  his  journey, 
.on.,  arts,  manufactures,  commerce, 
and  political  ceconomy.  •  Notwith- 
(ianding  that  Pennant,  johnfon, 
Bofwdtl,  and  other  literary  travellers 
have  made  us  as  familiarly  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  northern,  as  with  tire 
fouthern  part  of  this  bland,  ve 
found  in  the  author  of  this  Tour,  an 
inflructive  and  entertaining  com¬ 
panion.  This  work  is  embellifhed 
by  a  number  of  engravings  of  the 
moll  Hr  iking  objects  which  occured 
to  the  author’s  notice. 

With  refpect  to  the  political  pro- 
ductioiisof  the  year  17H8,  although 
many  of  them  are  written  by  per- 
fons  of  confiderabie  abilities,  and  re¬ 
late  to  fubjects  which,  for  the  time, 
were  intereliing  to  the  public,  they 
will  not  be  thought  entitled  to  par¬ 
ticular  notice  in  a  hiftory  of  litera¬ 
ture.  We  final!,  therefore,  accord¬ 
ing  to  our  ufual ,  method,  content 
ourfelves  with  mentioning  the  heads 
to  which  they  are  to  be  referred,  and 
the  titles' of  fuch  as  have  been  difi- 
tingulfhed,  either  for  the  importance 
of  their  matter,  or  the  excellence  of 
their  compofition. 


Among 
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Among  other  hi  hi  efts  of  difcuh 
lion,  the  grand  political  ft  niggle 
which  took  place  in  consequence  of 
the  king’s  unhappy  malady,  gave 
rife  to  a  variety  of  pamphlets,  by 
the  advocates  for  the  prince  of  Wales’s 
right  to  the  regency,  and  the  hip- 
porters  of  the  meafures  of  admini- 

I 

ftration.  Among  the  ableft  publica¬ 
tions  in  favour  of  the  prince’s  ri  ght 
to  be  foie  and  uncontrolled  regent, 
we  may  rank  44  The  Law  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  in  the  prefen t  lunation  of 
Great  Britain,  conftdered  “Argu¬ 
ments  concerning  the  Conftitutional 
Right  of  Parliament  to  appoint  a 
Regency  44  The  Prpfpeft  before 
us,  being  a  Series  of  Papers  upon  the 


44  A  Letter  from  a  Country  Gentle* 
man  to  a  Member  of  Parliament,  on 
the  prefent  State  of  Public  Affairs;’* 
and  44  Seven  Letters  to  the  People 
of  Great  Britain,  by  a  Whig.”  Thefe 
publications  are  all  mafterly,  in  their 
kind  ;  and  difcover  their  authors  to 
be  pofteffcd  of  extenfive  knowledge, 
and  acute  argumentative  powers. 
Every  friend  of  his  country,  never* 
thelefs,  will  rejoice  in  the  event  which 
doled  this  political  warfare;  and 
which  has  given  an  opportunity  to 
writers,  who  are  evidently  capable 
of  contributing  to  the  advancement 
of  ufeful  knowledge,  to  retire  to 
the  peaceful  walks  of  fcience  and  li- 
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great  Queftion  which  now  agitates 
the  Public  Mind  44  Reflections  on 
the  Cafe  of  a  Regency,  by  a  Gentle¬ 
man  of  Lincolns  Inn;”  44  The  prefent 
National  Embarraffment  conftdered 
&c.”  44  A  Letter  to  the  moft  Info- 
lent  Man  alive  and  44  An  Anfwer 


The  fubjeft  of  the  Have  trade, 
which  has  engaged  the  ferious  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  legiflature,  has,  like  wife, 
called  forth  a  number  of  combatants 
into  the  field.  Thofe  who  are  ad¬ 
vocates  either  for  the  immediate  or 
vradual  abolition  of  that  traffick,  will 

O  ' 


to  the  Conftderalions  on  the  Efta- 
blifhment  of  the  Regency  ;  ”  a  pam¬ 
phlet,  which  was  publifhed  in  defence 
of  the  fteps  taken  by  adrniniftration. 
The  lift  which  we  have  given  would 
be  greatly  enlarged  were  we  to  add 
the  titles  of  all  the  publications  which 
appeared  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  quef¬ 
tion.  Thofe,  however,  which  we  have 
felefted,  deferye  to  be  diftin  gift  fried 
from  the  vaft  mafs,  as  fpecimens  of 
great  fhrewdnefsand  ingenuity  irr  the 
difcufiion  of  queftions  that  were  no¬ 
vel  to  the  political  world,  and  involv¬ 
ed  in  them  numerous  difficult  and 
knotty  points. 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion 
appeared  44  Three  Letters  on  the 
Queftion  of  the  Regency,  by  Ca¬ 
pe!  Loftt ;”  “  A  Vindication  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Lords  and  Com¬ 
mons  upon  the  Regency  -&c.  by  M. 
Dawes  Efq.  44  A  folemn  Appeal 
to  the  Citizens  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  on  the  prefent.  Emergency; 


find  their  moft  weighty. arguments 
reprefented  with  their  full  force,  in 
44  An  Effay  on  the  Impolicy  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  by  the  Rev.  T.  Clark- 
fon,  M.  A.”  the  44  Letters  on  Sla¬ 
very,  by  William  Dickfon,  former¬ 
ly  private  Secretary  to  the  late  Horn 
Ed.  Hay,  Governor  of  Barbadoes;” 
44  Am  I  not  a  Alan  and  a  Brother  ? 
with  all  Humility  addrefted  to  theBri- 
tifh  Legiflature  ;”  44  A  Differtation 
on  the  Manners,  Governments, 
and  Spirit  of  Africa,  & c.  by  S.  Hoi- 
Jiflglworth  44  Remarks  on  the 
Slave  Trade,  and  the  Slavery  of  the 
Negroes,  by-Africanus  ;”and  “The 
Objeftions  to  the  Abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  with  anfwers,  by  the 
Rev.  James  Ramfay,  A.  Mb’ 
Thofe  who  have  contended  in 
defence  of  the  ft  we  trade,  have  like- 
wife  been  fupported  by  the  argu¬ 
ments  of  many  fenfible  and  able 
writers.  Among  the  produftions  in 
this  clafs  which  are  entitled  to  pre~ 
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eminence,  we  mu  ft  place  the  “  Con¬ 
siderations  on  the  Emancipation  of 
Negroes,  and  on  the  Abolition  of 
die  Slave  Trade,  by  a  Weft  India 
Planter  j”  the  “Thoughts  on  the 
{Slavery  of  Negroes,  as  it  affedts  the 
Britifn  Colonies  in  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies  the  “  Obfervations  on  the 
African  Slave  Trade,  and  on  the 
Situation  of  Negroes  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  &c.  by  a  Jamaica  Planter;” 
the  “  Remarks  on  the  Situation  of 
Negroes  in  Jamaica,  &c.  by  W. 
Beckford,  jun.”  and  the  “  Obferva¬ 
tions  on  the  Treatment  of  the 
Negroes  in  Jamaica,  by  Hedfor 
M ‘Neill.” 

Under  the  head  of  Indian  Poli¬ 
tics,  various  fubjedts  occur,  to  which 
the  public  attention  has  been  called 
during  the  prefent  year. 

In  defence  of  Mr.  Kaftings’s  con¬ 
duit,  there  has  appeared  a  very  len- 
ftble  and  well-written  pamphlet, 
entitled  “  A  Review  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  Charges  againfi  Warren  Haft- 
sings,  Efcp  &c.”  in  which  the  author 
endeavours  to  p  ove,  that  the  whole 
conduct  of  the  governor-general 
was  founded  on  principles  agree¬ 
able  to  the  political  fentiments  of 
the  natives  of  India,  and  perfectly 
conftftent  with  the  fttuation  of  the 
company’s  affairs.  With  the 
fame  deftgn  have  been  publifhed, 
“  A  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  at 
Bengal  to  his  Friend  in  London,” 
and  “  The  Speech  of  John  Anftru- 
ther,  Eiq.  M.  P.  at  a  very  numerous 
Court  of  Proprietors  of  India  Stock, 
October  24,  1762.”  --  Nearly  con¬ 

nected  with  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Haft- 
jpgs,  is  that  of  ftr  Elijah  Impey, 
Sate  chief  juftice  in  India,  again!! 
whom  charges  of  a  moft  ferious  na¬ 
ture  have  been  preferred  in  the 
houfe  of  commons.  Thofe  who 
with  for  information  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  nature  of  the  cafe. 


the  proceedings  of  the  accufers,  and 
the  defence  of  fir  Elijah,  may  be 
abundantly  gratified  by  the  perufal 
of  “The  Speech  of  Sir  Elijah  Im¬ 
pey,  late  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Sup¬ 
reme  Court  of  judicature  in  Ben¬ 
gal,  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  February  4,  1788;” 

“  The  Anfwer  of  Philip  Francis* 
Eiq.  to  the  Charges  exhibited  a- 
gamft  him,  General  Clavering,  and 
Colonel  Monfon,  by  Sir  Elijah  im¬ 
pey,  Knight,  when  at  the  Bar  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  his  De¬ 
fence  of  the  Nunducomar  Charge ;  ” 
and  “  A  Refutation  of  the  Anfwer 
of  Philip  Francis,  Efq.  to  the  Charge, 
&c.  by  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  Knight.” 

To  thofe  who  hr  ve  made  Indian 
politics  their  ftudy,  the  publication 
of  the  following  pamphlets  will  alio 
be  highly  acceptable  :  “A  compa¬ 
rative  Statement  of  the  two  Bills 
for  the  better  Government  of  the 
Britifn  Poffeftions  in  India,  brought 
into  Parliament  by  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr. 
Pitt,  with  explanatory  Obfervations, 
by  R.  B. Sheridan,  Efq;”  and  Ob¬ 
fervations  on  Mr.  Sheridan’s  Pam¬ 
phlet,  &c.”  in  a  letter  from  major 
Scott  to.  ftr  R iehard  Hill,  bart.  The 
former  of  theie  publications  is  di~ 
ftinguiftied  by  that  acutenefs  and 
ingenuity  which  might  be  expedted 
from  the  brilliant  talents  of  the 
author ;  and  the  latter,  by  that  in¬ 
formation  with  refpedl  to  the  poli¬ 
tics  of  India,  and  the  affairs  of  the 
Eaft  India  Cpippany,  for  obtaining 
which  the  major  has  enjoyed  pecu¬ 
liar  advantages. 

In  addition  to  the  publications 
already  mentioned,  we  would  juft 
obferve,  that  the  temporary  difpute 
which  took  place  between  a.dmini- 
ftrstion  and  rite  directors  of  the  Eaft 
India  company,  on  the  fubjeft  oi 
fending  four  new  regiments  to  In¬ 
dia,  gave  rife  to  fome  fpirited  pam¬ 
phlets  in  fupport  of  the  company’s 

ori 
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privileges.  But  as  this  difpute  is 
happily  accommodated,  it  might  be 
deemed  invidious  were  we  to  pre¬ 
serve  any  particular  remembrance 
of  therm 

On  the  fubjedt  of  the  wool  bilk 
which,  during  the  prefent  year,  has 
received  the  fanftion  of  the  legifk- 
ture,  a  number  of  fenhble  and  well 
written-  pamphlets  have  been  pub- 
li-ihed.  Mr.  Anftie,  the  chairman 
of  the  wool  meeting,  in  44  A  Letter 
addrefled  to  Edward  Phelips,  Efq. 
Member  for  the  County  of  Soraer- 
fet,  &c.”  has  offered  a  variety  of 

'  j 

piaufibie  reafons  in  defence  of  the 
principles  of  that  bill.  In  this  de- 
fign,  he  has  been  feconded  by  the 
ingenious-  author  of  5,4  While  we 
live  let  us  live,”  who*  has  treated 
the  fubject  in  a  cool  and  difpaffion- 
ate  manner,  and  given  to  the  ar¬ 
guments  that  have  been  urged  on 
the  popular  fide  of  the  queftion, 
ail  the  force  of  which  they  are  ca¬ 
pable,  In  oppofition  to  thefe  pub¬ 
lications,  the  treatife  entitled, 

Live  and  let  live,”  contains  a  vail 
fund  of  information  and  reafoning 
on  the  oonteft  between  the  wool- 
mhnufadurers  and  Wool-growers, 
the  fpirit  of  legislation,  and  the 
meafures  which  an  enlarged  and 
ruff  policy  would  dictate,  which  the 
reader  will  find-  highly  interefting. 
4i  The  Queftion  of  Wool  truly 
dated,  &e,”  in  fupport  of  the  fame 
reafoning,  offers  a  variety  of  valu¬ 
able  faffs  and  pertinent  remarks  on 
the  tendency  of  the  bill,  which  are 
delivered  vrith  diftinfbiefs  and  per- 
fpicuity,  and  fhew  the  author  to  be 
well  acquainted  with  the  fubjeft  on 
which  he  writes.  Mr.  Day’s  44  Let¬ 
ter  to  Arthur  Young,  Efq.”  con¬ 
tains  abb  many  judicious  and  point¬ 
ed  obferVations  on  the  mifchievous 
principles  of  the  wool  bill,  which 
are  deferving  of  the  ferious  confi- 
deration  of  the  legislature*  < 


The  44  Coiledtion  of  fcarce  ancf 
intereffing  Tradts  written  by  Per- 
fons  of  Eminence,  on  the  mod  im¬ 
portant  political  and  commercial 
Subjedb,  during  the  Years  1763, 
1764;  176$,  *766>  76",  i-6/Y 

3769,  and;  1770,”  in  four  volumes,, 
is  a  publication  for  which,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  important  political  and 
hi  lion  cal  events  to-  which  they  re¬ 
late,  in  a  very  intereffing  period^ 
the  thanks  of  the  public  are  due  to 
the  editor. 

There  have  been  many  other  po¬ 
litical  publications-  during  the  year, 
which  do  not  tall  under  any  of  the: 
heads  we  have  fpeciffed.  Of  thele 
fome  of  the  moff  important  are  the 
44  Thoughts  on  the  Difqualificatiow 
of  the  el'deftfons  of  the  Peers  of  Scot¬ 
land  to  elect,  or  to  be  eledted  frorn 
that  Country  to  Parliament,  by 
Alexander  Lord  Saitoun the 
44  Confide  rations  on  the  relative  Si¬ 
tuation  of  France  and  the  American 
States;”  44  A  Review  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment  and  Grievances  of  the 
Province  of  Quebec,  fince  the  Con- 
queft  of  it  by  the  Britifh  Arms 
44  Confiderations  on  the  War  with 
the  Turks,  by  M.  Volney 7”  44  Ob-- 
fervations  on  the  Taxes  on  Win¬ 
dows,  Shops,  &rc.  by  J.  de  Lolme  ;** 
the  44  Statement  of  the  Services  of 
the  Naval  Officers  overlooked  in 
the  fate  Promotion ;  ”  44  Two  Pair 
of  Portraits,  prefented  to  the  Weft- 
minfter  Eledfors,  by  J.  Florae 
Tooke and  the  44  Animadver- 
fions  on  the  political  Part  of  the 
Preface  to  the  Works  of  Beliende- 
nus.” 

In  that  department  of.  our  work 
which  we  affign  to  Claffical  and 
Polite  Literature,  the  firft  publica¬ 
tion  which  claims  our  attention  is, 
Mr.  Potter’s  tranflation  of  44  The 
Tragedies  of  Sophocles.”  The  de¬ 
ferred  reputation  wffiich  this  gentle- 

*  man* 
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inan  acquired  by  his  tranflation  of 
iEfchylus  and  Euripides,  railed  the 
expectation  of  the  public  to  a  confi- 
derabie  height,  wffien  his  intention 
was  announced  of  prefenting  his 
countrymen  with  the  works  of  the 
remaining  Grecian  dianqatift,  in  an 
Englilh  drefs.  And,  in  general, 
we  may  venture  to  pronounce,  that 
they  will  not  be  difappointed  in  this 
expectation.  The  tranflation  be¬ 
fore  us  is  faithful,  and  liberal.  To 
<tach  of  the  tragedies  is  prefixed  a 
difquifition  on  the  Itruchure  and  ma¬ 
nagement  of  its  fable,  which  difco- 
vers  conliderable  taile,  and  critical 
acumen :  and  the  author  lias  added 
fome  few  notes  to  illuftrate  the 
fenfe  of  the  original,  or  to  juftify 
his  own  verfion.  We  wifli,  however, 
that  thefe  had  been  more  frequently 
introduced.  A  fimilar  obfcrvation 
we  were  obliged  to  make  when  we 
took  notice  of  his  tranflation  of  Eu¬ 
ripides  *  and  we  are  convinced,  that 
an  attention  to  it  would  have  been 
gratifying  to  the  learned  world, 

and  have  added  confiderablv  to  the 

* 

value  of  his  labours.  On  the  whole, 
when  we  confider  the  degree  of  ge¬ 
nius  and  of  judgment  requilite  in  a 
tranflator  who  would  exprefs  “.the 
propriety,  the  fweetnefs,  the  harmo¬ 
ny,  the  force,  and  the  dignity  of 
Sophocles,”  we  think  that  Mr.  Pot¬ 
ter  has  executed  his  difficult  talk  in 
a  maimer  that  is  highly  deferring  of 
commendation.4  And  that,  notwith- 
itanding  fome  defective  lines  and 
exceptionable  palfages  might  be 
pointed  out  in  his  work,  it  polfefles 
unrivalled  and  very  fuperior  merits. 

“  The  Orations  of  Marcus  Tul¬ 
lius  Cicero,  again!!  Cains  Cornelius 
Verres,  tranflated  from  the  original, 
by  James  White,  Efq.”  will  be  an 
acceptable  prefent  to  the  learned 
reader.  In  the  preface  to  this  work, 
Mr.  White  defc-ribes  the  fubjef!  of 
the  original,  explains  his  defign  in 
the  tranflation,  and  offers  a  variety 
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of  obfervations  which  are  equally 
judicious  and  uncommon.  During 
the"  progrefs  of  his  arduous  under¬ 
taking,  he  has  fhewn  himfelf  to  be 
well  qualified  for  it,  by  the  fidelity 
with  which  he  has  rendered  his  au¬ 
thor,  and  his  fuccefs  in  preferving 
his  fpirit  and  animation.  We  do 
not  intend  by  this  general  approba¬ 
tion,  to  draw  a  ceil  over  the  ble- 
miflies  of  our  translator.  We  have 
obferved,  that  he  fometimes  de¬ 
grades  his  original  by  the  rife  of 
colloquial  and  vulgar  expreffions  ; 
and  that  he  betrays  fome  marks  of 
carelellhefs,  which  have  led  him  into 
occasional  mi  flakes  refpecling  its 
genuine  fenfe.  Yet  he  is  not  fre¬ 
quently  chargeable  with  thefe  faults; 
and  they  are  abundantly  over-bal- 
lanced  by  the  merits  of  his  per¬ 
formance. 

“  The  Illufh'atibns,  Explana¬ 
tions,  and  Emendations  of  the  4th 
Book  of  Virgil’s  Georgies,  by  Gil¬ 
bert  Wakefield,  A.  B.  &c.”  proceed 
from  the  pen  of  a  gentleman  of  ex- 
tenfive  acquaintance  with  claffical 
literature,  and  who  poifefies  confi- 
derable  ingenuity  and  critical  fkilb 
We  have  had  frequent  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  expreffing  our  opinion  of  his 
learning;  while,  at  the  fame  tinner 
we  have  freely  blamed  that  arro¬ 
gance  of  fpirit  which  is  difcoverable 
in  the  boldnefs.  and  peremptorinefs 
of  his  deci lions.  The  whole  work 
before  us  is  a  proof  both  of  the 
author’s  erudition  and  tafie.  But 
we  think  that  he  fometimes  indulges 
to  an  unnecefiary  fondnefs  for  al¬ 
terations  ;  and  that  fome  of  his  con¬ 
jectural  emendations  are  fanciful 
rather-  than  judicious.  Notwith- 
Handing  thele  obfervations,  the 
grammatical  knowledge  which  he 
difplays,  and  the  elegance  of  his 
Latinity,  render  this  volume  in- 
ftrtidliye  and  pleafing  to  the  claffical’ 
fcholar. 

Mr*  Septchenes’s  u  llluflration  of 

the 
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the  Religion  of  the  ancient  Greeks, 
by  an  Explanation  of  their  Mytho- 
logy,”  is  a  work  of  which  we  havQ* 
refer  ved  our  notice  to  this  place,  on 
account  of  its  peculiar  conneciioa 

A 

with  clallical  literature.  The  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  author  is,  to  fliew,  that 
the  religion  of  the  ancient  Greeks 
is  not  only  rational  but  juft  With 
this  view  he  endeavours  to  prove, 
that  though  the  mythology  of  the 
Greeks  feemed  to  multiply  deities,, 
thefe  various  gods  only  implied  the 
peculiar  exertions  of  the  Deity  in 
the  different  operations  of  nature, 
as  they  were  beneficial  to  man. 
Their  facrcd  my  fieri es,  he  contends, 
were  appointed  to  preferve  the 
knowledge  of  the  Supreme  Being 
and  to  explain  the  perfonification 
of  his  different  attributes  :  and  that 
they  were  defigned  to  inculcate  the 
do- Brine  of  a  Providence,  of  the 
immortality  of  the  foul,  future  re- 
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wards  and  pimifhments,  the  efia- 
blifnment  of  civil  fociety,  and  the 
inventions  of  art.  Ke  is  alio  of  the 
fa-me  opinion  with  Dr.  Warburton, 
that  the  fourth  book  of.  the  XEneid 
is  defigned  to  reprefent  thefe  myf- 
teries,  and  the  ceremonies  which 
ufed  .to  attend  their  celebration. 
The  latter  part  of  his  work  contains 
reflections.  on  the  influence  of  reli¬ 
gion  among  the  Greeks,  and  its 
connection  nvith  legiflaticn,  political 
order,  morals,  and.  the  national' 
character.  Although  we  are  will- 
ing  to  allow'  our  author  all  the 
praife  which  is  due  to  experience-, 
learning,  and  great  ingenuity,  yet 
we  think  that  we  di fewer  in  him 
the  fame  attachment  to  fyftem,  for 
which  he  freely  blames  many  mo¬ 
dern  authors and  a  fondnefs  for 
deviating  into  the  wilds  of  ground* 
lefs  fancy  and  conjecture. 

“  The  Parian  Chronicle,  or  the 
Chronicle  of  the  Arundehan  Mar- 

21 


T  E  R  A  T  U  R  E.  [255] 

• 

bies,  &c.”  is  a  publication  which 
abounds  in  proofs  of,  the  author’s 
ingenuity,  acutenefs,  and  learning, 
Elis' object  is,  to  call  in  quefiion  the 
authenticity  of  that  fuppofed  relic 
of  antiquity.  After  laying  before 
his  readers  the  Chronicle  fifelf,  in 
Greek  and  Latin,  taken  from  Dr. 
Chandler’s  edition,  to  which  he  has 
added  an  Engliih  tranflation,  he 
divides  his  work  into  feventeen 
chapters.  The  firft  of  thefe  gives 
a  fiiort  hlftory  of  the  marbles,  and 
the  different  editions  of  the  inferip- 
tions  ;  and  the  fixteen  following 
ones  are  employed  in  explaining  the 
author’s  doubts,  which  he  fupports 
with  infinite  labour  and  the  moll 
plan  Able  rea  foiling.  Although  we  ’ 
do  not  imagine  that  the  authenticity 
of  this  ancient  Chronicle  will  fuffer 
by  our  author’s  elaborate  diflerta- 
tions,  yet  we  fhould  be  glad  to  fee 
his  arguments  refuted  by  a  writer 
pofiefied  of  equal  learning  and  can¬ 
dour  with  himfelh  The  incidental 
matters  which  he  drfeufles,  are  G 
far  con ne Bed  with  general  erudi¬ 
tion  and  true  tafie,  that  fuch  a 
contefi  would  prove  ufeful  as  well 
as  entertaining'.to  the  literary  world. 

Dr.  Priefiley’s  “  Lectures  on  Hi f~ 
tory  and  general  Policy  j  to  which 
is  prefixed  an  Effay  on  a  Courfe  of  ', 
liberal  Education  for  civil  and  ac¬ 
tive  Life,”  were  drawn  up  by  the 
author  fom-e  years  ago,  when  he 
was  tutor  in  the  academy  at  War¬ 
rington  ;  and  are  now  publi filed  at 
the  requeft  of  many  of  his  former 
pupils.  Thefe  leftures  are  divided 
into  five  parts.  The  firfi  part  is 
employed  in  exhibiting  the  general 
ufes  of  hifiory,  as  it  ferves  to  a-mufe 
the  imagination,  to  intereft  the  paD 
fions,  to  improve  the  underfiand- 
ing,  and  to  firengthen  the  fenti- 
ments  of  virtue.  The  fee  end  part,  . 
treats  of  the  fourees  of  hifiory,  as 
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oral  traditions,  hiftorical  poems, 
medals,  written  hiftory,  &c.  and  of 
their  refpeftive  importance.  The 
third  part  is  on  the  ftudics  prepara¬ 
tory  to  hiftory,  fuch  as  chronology, 
geography,  and  the  proper  methods 
of  eftimating  the  riches  and  power 
of  ancient  and  remote  nations.  In 
the  fourth  part,  are  contained  di¬ 
rections  for  facilitating  the  ftudy  of 
'hiftory ;  in  which  are  recommended 
fever  al  mechanical  modes  for  a  flitt¬ 
ing  the  memory,  and  the  molt  ad¬ 
vantageous  modes  of  reading  the 
various  hiflorians.  The  fifth  and 
laft  part,  which  is  the  moft  valu¬ 
able  and  important  of  the  whole, 
includes  an  account  of  the  molt  in¬ 
teresting  objects  of  attention  to  a 
reader  of  hiftory ;  fuch  as  govern¬ 
ment,  law,  agriculture,  manufac¬ 
tures,  commerce,  finances,  manners, 
and  religion.  Thefe  lectures  con¬ 
tain  a  judicious  fele&ion  from  the 
belt  writers  extant  at  the  time 
when  they  were  compofed.  Befide 
this,  they  prefent  us  with  a  great 
variety  of  ufeful  information  and 
original  remarks,  from  which  even 
the  proficient  in  this  line  of  ftudy, 
may  increafe  his  ftock  of  knowledge, 
3s  well  as  his  fources  of  amufe- 
ment.  To  the  young  ft u dent  they 
will  be  found  ufeful,  not  only  in 
shifting  him  in  the  ftudy  of  hiftory, 
but  in  direct  in  £  his  attention  to 
numerous  important  objects  more 
remotely  connected  with  that  fci- 
ence,  and  in  leading  him  to  habits 
of  reflection  and  enquiry. 

Mr.  Davy’s  “  Letters,  addreffed 
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to  a  young  Gentleman,  upon  Sub¬ 
jects  of  Literature,  &g.”  in  two 
volumes-,  chiefly  treat  of  the  Greek 
language,  and  of  mufic ;  though 
many  of  them  are  on  mifcellaneous 
fubjecfs.  The  Letters  on  the  Greek 
language  contain  many  ingenious 
remarks  on  the  verbs,  the  accentual 
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marks,  and.  on  emphafis.  To  Diet 
obfervations  on  mufic,  many  of 
which  are  richly  deferving  of  atten¬ 
tion,  he  has  added  a  tranflation  of 
Euclid’s  canon,  his  treatife  on  the 
harmonic,  and  an  explanation  of 
the  Greek  mulical  notes,  according 
to  the  doctrine  of  Ptolemy,  The 
mifcellaneous  letters  are  employed 
on  numerous  interefting  and  plead¬ 
ing  fnbjeris  ;  and  have  afforded  us 
much  entertainment  in  the  perufal 
of  them.  We  recommend  thefe 
volumes  to  the  notice  of  our  read¬ 
ers,  as  we  can  allure  them,  that 
they  will  contribute  in  no  “  flight 
degree,  to  increafe  their  fatisfao 
tions.” 

Mr.  Cumberland  has,  during  the 
prefent  year,  publifhed  a  fourth  vo  ¬ 
lume  of  u  The  Obferver.”  The 
character  of  the  different  papers  in 
this  volume,  for  ftyle,  entertain¬ 
ment,  and  moral  tendency,  ap¬ 
proaches  fo  nearly  to  that  of  the 
former  ones,  on  which  we  have  be- 
ftowed  our  warm  approbation,  that 
it  is  unneceffary  for  us  to  give  any 
particular  account  of  them.  We 
only  obferve,  that  from  Mr.  Cum¬ 
berland’s  continuation  of  the  litera¬ 
ry  hiftory  of  Greece,  and  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  authors  of  the  middle 
comedy,  which  he  has  collected  with 
no  fmail  labour,  and  tranflated  with 
neatnefs  and  accuracy,  the  reader 
will  experience  additional  regret  at 
the  lofs  of  thofe  ancient  drarnatifts. 

“  The  Olla  Podrida,”  is  a  col¬ 
lection  of  mifcellaneous  papers, 
which  were  publifhed  periodically, 
at  Oxford,  during  the  years  1787 
and  1788.  Of  thefe  papers,  a  few 
are  on  literary  and  critical  fubjefts, 
and  are  favourable  fpecimens  of 
the  talents  and  learning  of  their  au¬ 
thors.  But  the  greater  part  is  em¬ 
ployed  in  defcriblng  the  manners, 
characters,  and  incidents  of  the  times. 

And 
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And  not  with  Handing  that  the  fub- 
jed'ts  have  been  aimed  exhaufied  by 
the  number  of  our  periodical  effay- 
writers,  it:  would  be  injuftice  not  to 
obferve,  that  the  Olla  Podrida  is 
not  deftitute  of  the  charms  of  no¬ 
velty.  The  merits  of  the  various 
contributions  to  this  collection,  mull 
be  different,  from  the  different  abi¬ 
lities  of  their  authors.  They  are 
all  of  them,  however,  written  in 
an  eafy  and  agreeable  ffyle ;  they 
abound  in  marks  of  good  fenfe  and 
pleafantry,  and  will  be  particularly 
acceptable  to  the  more  elegant  clalfes 
of  readers. 

The  “  Winter  Evenings,  or  Lu¬ 
cubrations  on  Life  and  Letters,”  in 
three  volumes,  form  a  publication 
of  fo  mifcellaneous  and  unequal  a 
complexion,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to 
deferibe  it  by  any  particular  cha¬ 
racter.  The  author  appears  to  be 
a  man  of  confiderable  reading,  and 
of  fome  judgment  and  taffe  ;  and 
We  have  been  agreeably  amufed  by 
feveral  of  his  eflays.  But  we  have 
been  equally  fatigued  and  difgufted 
by  others,  on  fubjeCfs  relative  to 
fcholaffic  difputation  and  verbal  cri- 
ticifm,  and  by  the  perpetual  recur¬ 
rence  of  trite  and  hackneyed  ideas, 
on  the  moll  trite  and  common  fub* 
jeCts.  We  have  alfo  remarked  in 
him  a  fondnefs  for  deviating  from 
the  common  and  eftabliflied  forms 
of  language  ;  and  a  cenforial  tone, 
which  many  will  pronounce  to  be 
dogmatical  and  illiberal.  But  while 
we  notice  thefe  glaring  and  cenfur- 
able  blemifhes,  we  would  not  over¬ 
look  the  excellences  of  thefe  vo¬ 
lumes.  They  contain  many  ufeful 
fentiments  and  obfervations  on  im¬ 
portant  fubjeCts ;  and  many  of 
them  will  be  read  with  pleafure  and 
with  profit,  when  the  works  of 
more  lively  and  original  authors  are 
not  at  hand. 

17884 
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<‘i  Variety,  a  Collection  of  Effay  s* 
written  in  the  Year  1787,”  con' 
tains  a  number  of  papers  on  moral* 
critical,  and  entertaining  fubjeCts* 
which  we  have  read  with  a  confi¬ 
derable  degree  of  pleafure.  We 
except,  however,  from  this  obfe  rva- 
tion,  thofe  numbers  which  cenfure 
the  inffitution  of  Sunday  fchools, 
and  which,  plead  for  a  greater  lati¬ 
tude  than  our  laws  allow,  in  the 
obfervance  of  Sunday.  We  cannot 
conceive  that  thefe  papers  are  the 
refult  of  a  found,  judgment,  of  of 
good  policy.  The  Critical  Eflays 
in  Defence  of  Richardfon’s  Glafiffa* 
and  containing  Remarks  on  Field¬ 
ing’s  Tom  Jones,  are  particularly 
excellent.  But  to  the  majority  of 
readers,  this  volume  will  be  chiefly 
recommended  by  its  lively  and  in* 
terefting  ftories,  which  are  admir¬ 
ably  told.  We  recommend  this 
work,  as  a  fprightly  and  entertain¬ 
ing  companion  in  the  cheerlefs  hours 
of  folitude. 

Mr.  Richardfori,  profefbr  of  hu¬ 
manity  in  the  univerfity  of  Glafgow* 
who  has  at  different  times  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  an  illuffration. 
of  fome  of  Shakfpeare’s  remark¬ 
able  characters,  has  prefented  the 
public,  during  the  prefent  year* 
with  u  Eflays  on  Shakfpeare’s  dra¬ 
matic  Character  of  Sir  John  Fal- 
ftaff,  and  on  his  Imitation  of  Fe¬ 
male  Characters  ;  to  which  are  add¬ 
ed,  fome  general  Obfervations  on 
the  Study  of  Shakefpeare.”  In 
this  little  traCt  our  author  follows 
the  fame  plan  as  in  his  former  ef- 
fays,  on  which  we  have  bellowed 
our  warm  approbation.  With  the 
fame  fpirit  of  inveffigation,  and 
with  equal  elegance  and  fmplicicy, 
he  illuftrates  the  peculiar  qualities 
of  the  fat  knight,  which  render  a 
character  difgraced  by  the  meaneft 
buffoonery,  the  grofielt  fehfuality, 
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and  the  moll  contemptible  cow¬ 
ardice,  not  only  tolerable,  but  en¬ 
gaging  ;  and  which  convert  his 
vices  into  a  fource  of  merriment. 
In  his  remarks  on  Shakfpeare’s  fe¬ 
male  characters,  he  has  ably  and 
fiiccefsfully  undertaken  the  defence 
of  our  bard  againft  thofe  who  ob¬ 
ject  that  they  are  not  delineated 
with  fuificient  difcrimination.  By 
every  lover  of  our  great  dramatic 
poet,  thefe  e flays  will  be  perilled 
with  no  fmall  fliare  of  pleafure. 

The  44  Conflderations  upon  Wit 
and  Morals,  tranflated  from  the 
French,”  compofe  an  excellent 
work,  abounding  in  juft  fentiments, 
and  interefting  obfervations.  The 
author  feems  to  have  kept  his  eye 
on  Rochefoucault,  and  La  Bruyere, 
as  his  models.  And  if  he  is  not 
always  equal  to  the  former  writer  in 
the  pointednefs  and  concifenefs  of 
his  maxims,  or  to  the  latter  in  his 
perfonal  defcriptions,  he  is,  on  the 
whole,  a  fuccefsful  imitator.  His 
reflections  are  judicious  and  ftriking, 
and  his  various  delineations  of  the 
human  character,  in  different  lftates 
of  fociety,  are  drawn  by  a  mafterly 
hand. 

Mr.  Walker,  whofe  4i  Treatifes 
on  Grammar  and  Elocution”  have 
repeatedly  obtained  our  approba¬ 
tion,  with  a  defign  of  inftru  filing 
young  perfons  in  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  fpeaking  in  public  with  an 
eafy  and  graceful  action,  has  pub- 
lifhed  his  44  Academic  Speaker,  &c. 
to  which  are  prefixed,  Elements  of 
Gefture.”  This  ingenious  work 
contains  much  curious  obfervation, 
deduced  from  the  principles  of  per- 
fpective,  and  illuftrated  by  a  va¬ 
riety  of  plates,  which  feem  excel¬ 
lently  adapted  to  produce  the  ef¬ 
fect  which  the  author  has  in  view. 
And  as  he  prefers  the  delivery  of 
©rations  to  that  of  plays,  as  fchool 
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exercifes,  he  has  judicioufly  added 
a  felection  of  parliamentary  debates, 
orations,  odes,  fcenes,  and  fpeeches, 
from  the  beft  writers,  which  are 
well  fuited  to  his  mode  of  teaching 
elocution. 

Mr.  Coote’s  44  Elements  of  the 
Grammar  of  the  Englifh  Language, 
&c.”  were  publifhed  by  him  with 
the  profeffed  defign  of  44  fupplying 
the  defecfts,  and  rectifying  the  er¬ 
rors  of  his  predeceffors  in  the  field 
of  grammar,  by  adapting  his  rules 
to  the  capacities  even  of  the  junior 
claffes  of  fcholars,  and  leading  them, 
by  a  methodical  gradation,  to  an 
adequate  knowledge  of  Englifh 
grammar.”  This  defign,  we  think, 
he  has  happily  aceompiifhed.  His 
work  contains  numerous  proofs  of 
learning  and  good  fenfe.  His  ob¬ 
fervations  on  Syntax,  are  particu¬ 
larly  valuable  ;  and  correct  many 
of  the  improprieties  into  which  feme 
of  our  beft  writers  have  fallen.  The 
ftyle  of  this  volume  is  perfpicuous 
and  familiar  r  and  we  may  fafely 
recommend  it  as  poffeffing  all  the 
effential  advantages  of  an  Englifh. 
grammar. 

Among  the  Poetical  productions 
of  the  year,  Mr.  Mafon’s  44  Secular 
Ode  in  Commemoration  of  the  glo¬ 
rious  Revolution  1688,”  is,  in  the 
firft  place,  entitled  to  our  refpefilfui 
notice,  on  account  of  the  rank  which 
the  author  fuftains  among;  our  ly- 
ric  poets,  and  the  noble  theme 
which  he  has  chofen  for  the  exercife 
of  his  abilities.  Animated  by  the 
44  foul  expanding”  caufe  of  liberty, 
Mr.  Mafon,  though  44  in  his  life’s 
autumnal  eve,”  pours  forth  his 
44  lyric  rapture,”  in  the  fame  ftyle 
of  genuine  poetry  for  which  his 
former  publications  have  been  de- 
fervedly  applauded.  And  notwith- 
ftanding  that  in  energy  and  fpirit, 
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this  Ode  may  not  equal  his  beft  pro- 

dubtions  44  at  the  vernal  morn  of 

youth/’  we  think  it  entitled  to  a 

considerable  degree  of  praife.  We 

only  lament,  that  on  a  Subject  fo 

congenial  to  Mr,  Mafon’s  principles 

and  feelings,  his  Mufe  Should  be  lo 

very  concife. 

✓ 

Mr.  Hayley’s  44  Occasional  Stan¬ 
zas,  written  at  the  Requeft  of  the 
Revolution  Society,  and  recited  on 
their  Anniverfary,  &c.”  compofe  a 
more  extended  and  elaborate  work 
than  Mr.  Mafon’s.  In  thefe  flan- 
zas  Mr,  Hayley  has  produced  a 
manly  and  beautiful  performance, 
which,  while  it  does  honour  to  his 
poetical  talents,  befpeaks  his  ardent 
attachment  to  the  genuine  principles 
of  our  constitution.  The  epiSlle 
from  queen  Mary  to  king  William, 
is  in  our  author’s  happieft  manner, 
and  uncommonly  tender  and  pathe¬ 
tic,  On  the  whole,  Mr.  Hayley’s 
fame  will  fuffer  no  diminution  from 
the  publication  before  us. 

44  Lewefden-Hill,  a  Poem,”  by 
the  rev.  Mr.  Crowe,  public  orator 
of  the  university  of  Oxford,  is  en¬ 
titled  to  a  high  rank  among  the 
publications  in  defcriptive  poetry. 
The  author  deScribes  himfelf  as 
walking  to  the  top  of  Lewefden- 
hill,  in  a  May  morning.  After  his 
arrival  at  the  fummit,  he  proceeds 
to  defcrtbe  the  objebts  which  lie  be¬ 
fore  him,  Rich  as  the  woods,  the 
valley,  the  Stream,  the  fea,  a  Ro¬ 
man  camp,  and  a  ruined  tower. 

On  each  of  thefe  themes  he  expa¬ 
tiates  in  an  eafy  and  elegant  flow 
of  numbers,  and  in  a  cadence  of 
Style  that  is  pleaSingly  diversified. 

In  the  reflections  to  which  he  is  led 
on  viewing  the  different  objects  in 
his  landfcape,  he  fometimes  breaks 
forth  in  language  that  is  highly  ani¬ 
mated  and  philofophical ;  and  occa- 
lonally  excites  pur  feasibility,  by 
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paffages  which  are  truly  interesting 
and  pathetic.  To  this  poem  the 
ingenious  author  has  added  Several 
notes  and  illustrations,  from  which 
bis  readers  may  derive  information 
and  entertainment. 

Mr.  Birch’s  44  Abbey  of  Ambref- 
bury,  Part  I.”  contains  a  recital  of 
feveral  affebting  incid  nts,  drawn 
from  forne  manufcripts  relative  to 
the  abbey,  which  we  have  read 
with  peculiar  fatisfabtion.  His  ver- 
fiflcation,  in  general,  is  harmonious 
and  beautiful  ;  and  his  ffories  are 
told  in  elegant  and  pathetic  lan¬ 
guage.  The  Specimen  which  this 
poem  affords  us  of  our  author’s  ta¬ 
lents,  leads  us  to  expebt  the  fecond 
part  with  considerable  pleafure. 

Mr.  Jerningham’s  44  Enthufiafin, 

in  two  Parts,”  was  defigned  by  the 

author  to  difplay  the  good  and  bad 

effebts  of  the  fubjebt  of  his  poem* 

With  this  view  he  fuppofes  an  af- 

fembly  to  be  convened,  of  aerial 

beings,  who  reSide  beyond  44  the 

Solar  walk  and  milky- wav,”  and 

*  *  ' 

who  Superintend  the  affairs  of  mam 
kind,  before  whom  enthuSiafm,  per¬ 
sonified,  is  alternately  accufed  and 
defended  by  different  feraphs.  The 
refult  is  her  acquittal  by  the  hea¬ 
venly  tribunal.  The  entertainment 
which  we  have  frequently  received 
from  the  poetical  pieces  of  Mr.  Jer- 
nirigham,  difpofed  us  to  take  up 
this  poem,  with  flrong  prepoflef- 
Sions  in  its  favour.  And  we  met 
with  many  paffages  pofilfled  of  all 
that  elegance  and  pathos  by  which 
his  former  writings  have  been  di¬ 
stinguished.  But  we  do  not  think 
that,  on  the  whole,  it  will  increafe 
his  reputation  as  a  poet.  We  have 
obferved  in  it-feVera!  lines  which  are 
profaic  ,*  and  many  expreflions  and 
compound  epithets,  which  are  ei¬ 
ther  unintelligible,  or  exceedingly 
obScure.  And  it  is  frequently  de- 
R  z  fcdtive 
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fe&ive  in  that  Spirit  and  energy 
which  fuch  a  fubjeCt  peculiarly  re- 
quired. 

Mifs  Williams’s  “  Poem  on  the 
.Bill  lately  paffed  for  regulating  the 
Slave  Trade,”  we  have  perilled 
with  peculiar  pleafure.  From  tne 
generous  influence  of  “  foft  humani¬ 
ty,”  and  a  horror  excited  by  the 
accounts  relpeCting  the  Have  trade 
which  have  been  laid  before  the 
public,  our  poetefs  willies  to  encou¬ 
rage  that  ardent  enthufiafm  for  its 
abolition,  which  has  fpread  fo  ra¬ 
pidly  over  this  liberal  and  enlight¬ 
ened  country.  And  it  is  impoffible 
to  view  the  picture  which  Ihe  draws 
with  unfeeling  hearts;  or,  when 
we  have  viewed  it,  to  admit  of  any 
apology  in  favour  of  a  practice 
which  u  deforms  creation.”  The 
Ryle  of  this  poem  is  eafy  and  har¬ 
monious  ;  and  its  language  truly 
elegant  and  poetical. 

Mifs  Hannah  Moore  has, .  like- 
wife,  called  forth  her  powers  in  the 
fame  laudable  caufe,  in  her  poem, 
called  “  Slavery.”  The  fentiments 
which  flie  expreflfes  are  humane  and 
]uff ;  her  delcriptions  pathetic,  and 
affecting  ;  and  her  indignation  a- 
gainff  thofe  who  degrade  the  fable 
race  in  the  fcale  of  being,  is  deli¬ 
vered  in  language  that,  is  poetical 
and  Spirited. 

Mrs.  Yearfley’s  “  Poem  on  the 
Inhumanity  of  the  Slave  Trade,” 
is  alfo  entitled  to  our  commendation, 
for  the  ardour  with  which  Ihe 
pleads  on  behalf  of  the  opprefled  A« 
fricans,  the  pathos  by  which  file  in- 
teceRs  our  fenfibility,  and  the  bold 
imagery  by  which  her  poetry  is  or¬ 
namented. 

Mr.  Mulligan’s  “  Poems,  chiefly 
on  Slavery  and  Opprefflon,”  are 
diAinguifhed  by  the  marks  of  a  fer¬ 
tile  and  lively  imagination ;  and  by 
:<  variety  of  juft  and  liberal  fenti¬ 


ments,  expreffed,  for  the  moA  part, 
in  eafy  and  harmonious  numbers. 
The  firR  pieces  in  this  collection, 
are  four  eclogues,  in  which  the  mi- 
fery  and  horrors  of  flavery,  and  the 
evils  of  opprefflon  in  general,  are 
powerfully  and  feelingly  reprefent- 
ed.  After  thefe  eclogues,  we  are 
prefented  with  a  number  of  descrip¬ 
tive  pieces  and  lyric  compofitions, 
which  are  not  unfavourable  Speci¬ 
mens  of  the  author’s  talents.  Thefe 
he  has  illuflrated  with  notes,  col¬ 
lected  from  different  writers,  from 
which  the  reader  may  promife  him- 
felf  confiderable  entertainment. 

Mr.  Pratt's  u  Humanity,  or  the 
Rights  of  Nature,  a  Poem,  in  two 
Books,”  is  only  to  be  confidered  as 
a  general  outline  of  a  work  now 
preparing  for  the  prefs,  entitled 
“  Society,  or  a  ProfpeCt  of  Man¬ 
kind  under  all  the  Influences  of  Cuf- 
toms,  Colour,  and  Climate.”  In 
this  poem,  as  in  our  author’s  for¬ 
mer  publications,  we  meet  with : 
many  pleafing  and  harmonious 
lines,  with  liberal  and  expanded! 
fentiments,  and,  Sometimes,  withi 
much  energy  and  pathos.  But  Mr. 
Pratt  Rill  continues  to  be  a  very  in¬ 
attentive  and  unequal  writer.  His. 
ideas  are  often  exceedingly  obfcure;; 
his  metaphors  confufed  and  incon¬ 
gruous;  and  in  his  language,  he; 
frequently  commits  unpardonable 
offences  againR  grammar  and  good, 
fenfe.  We  cannot  but  exprefs  our, 
wifh,  that  a  writer  who  is  not  defli- 
tute  of  genius,  and  who  pofltffes 
powers  to  pleafe,  would  take  Some 
pains  in  correcting  Such  radical  de¬ 
feats.  Without  fuch  care,  he  can 
never  rife  to  confiderable  effimation 
in  the  poetical  world. 

Dr.  Downman’s  u  Infancy,  or 
the  Management  of  Children,  a  di¬ 
dactic  Poem,  in  fix  Books,”  is  a 
Second  edition  ol  a  work  originally  ; 
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puhlifhed  leveral  years  fince,  and 
which  is  now  reviled,  corrected, 
and  greatly  enlarged.  Armftrong 
has  evidently  been  Dr.  Downman’s 
model ;  and  if  he  has  not  equalled 
him,  it  mil  ft  in  fome  meafure  be 
aferibed  to  the  great  difficulties  at¬ 
tending  his  fubjecL  He  has,  how¬ 
ever,  prefented  us  with  many  ftrik- 
ing  evidences  of  his  judgment  and 
elegant  tafte.  And  his  epifodes, 
which  celebrate  the  abilities  of  cer¬ 
tain  of  his  medical  friends,  are  par¬ 
ticularly  beautiful. 

Mifs  Scott’s  44  Mefliah,  a  Poem, 
in  two  Parts,”  was  occaftoned  by 
reading  Mr.  Havley’s  animated  ex- 
horlation  to  Mr.  Mafon,  to  write 
a  national  epic  poein,  which  infen- 
fibly  led  our  poetefs  44  to  eontraft 
the  character  of  that  hero  on  whom 
the  Chrift-ian’s  eye  ftiould  be  inva- 

*  -  •• '7  •  •  S 

riably  fixed,  with  the  heroes  of  the 
world.  This  poem  polleftcs  confi¬ 
de  rabie  merit.  The  verfication  is 
ealy,  <and  often  elegant.  And  the 
fair  writer  has  been  particularly  hap¬ 
py  in  rendering  into  pleating  poetry 
thofe  pahages  of  feriptufe  which 
were  appofite  to  her  fubjeCt.  We 
do  not  entirely  exempt  her  perform¬ 
ance  from  the  defeCt  arifing  from 
the  occafional  admiffion  of  feeble 
and  profaic  lines  ;  but  this  is  abun¬ 
dantly  counterbalanced  by  its  nu¬ 
merous  beauties. 

Mr.  Beloe’s  44  Poems  and  Tranf- 
lations,”  confift  of  the  rape  of  He¬ 
len,  from  the  Greek  of  Coluthus, 
of  which  we  gave  an  account  in  a 
former  volume ;  and  of  elegies, 
fongs,  fbnnets,  and  tranflations, 
from  Greek  and  Latin  authors. 
Mr.  Beloe  is  not  deficient  in  genius, 
or  claflical  tafte.  And  although  he 
may  not  be  able  to  found  any  high 
claims  to  excellence  on  the  merit  of 


the  pieces  in  this  volume,  they  con- 
l  vince  us,  neverthelels,  that  by  a 
]  ijedukms  cultivation  of  his  powers, 


he  may  acquire  conftderable  reputa¬ 
tion  as  a  poet. 

44  The  Poetry  of  the  World,” 
and  of  44  Anna  Matilda,”  confift 
of  a  variety  of  plaintive,  phiiofo- 
phical,  and  humorous  poems, 
which  have  afforded  us  much  plea- 
fure  and  entertainment.  Many  of 
them  are  diftinguifhed  by  lofty  ima¬ 
gery,  and  poetical  enthufiafm ;  and 
others  by  a  beautiful  eafe  and  fim- 
piicity.  If  we  were  to  feleCl  from 
this  mifcellaneous  collection  the 
pieces  with  which  we  have  been 
moft  pleafed,  they  would  be  thofe 
to  which  are  annexed  the  fignatures, 
Delia  Crufca,  Anna  Matilda,  Arley, 
and  the  Bard. 

To  the  long  lift  of  Peter  Pindar’s 
productions,  that  humorous  and  ver- 
fatile  genius  has  added,  during  the 
prefent  year,  44  Brother  Peter  to 
Brother  Tom,  an  expoftulatory 
Epiftle;”  Peter’s  Penfionj”  Pe¬ 
ter’s  Prophecy,  or  the  Prefident  and 
Poet,  &c.”  and  44  Sir  Jofeph  Ranks 
and  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  a 
Tale.”  Thefe  fatirical  pieces  have 
occasioned  us  many  a  hearty  laugh  ; 
though  we  ftiould  be  glad  to  fee 
his  pen  employed  on  fubjeCts  lefs 
temporary  and  perfonal,  and  which 
would  give  his  works  a  fairer  chance 
of  being  tranfmitted  to  pofterity. 

Among  the  other  fatirical  pieces 
which  have  appeared,  we  have  not 
overlooked  44  Liberality,  or  the 
decayed  Macaroni,  a  fentimental 
Piece,”  which  would  not  difgrace 
the  pen  of  the  celebrated  Bath  mule  ; 
44  jekyl,  a  political  Eclogue,”  and 
the  other  compofitions  in  the  44  Ex¬ 
tracts  from  the  Album,  at  Streaf- 
ham,  or  minifterial  Amufements 
44  Political  Mifcellanies,  by  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  the  Roftiad  and  the  Proba¬ 
tionary  Odes  •  ”  and  44  Letters  from 
Simpkin  the  Second  to  his  dear 
Brother  in  Wales,  containing  an 
humble  Defcription  of  the  Tiial  of 

W  arren 


[262]  DOMESTIC 

Warren  Hadings,  Efq.”  But  as 
the  lad  mentioned  pieces,  though 
didinguifhed  by  wit,  humour,  and 
ciadical  tafte,  are  devoted  to  party 
purpofes,  it  would  be  highly  im¬ 
proper  in  us  to  take  any  farther  no¬ 
tice  of  them. 

In  addition  to  the  publications 
already  mentioned,  our  limits  will 
only  permit  us  to  infert  the  titles  ot 
the  following  pieces,  which  we  have 
delected  from  a  long  and  multifari¬ 
ous  catalogue.  44  Vacunalia,  con- 
filling  of  Edays  in  Verfe,  on  vari¬ 
ous  Subjects,  with  feme  Tranda- 
tions,  by  the  Rev.  Edward  Davies;” 
44  A  Hymn  to  the  Power  01  Har¬ 
mony,  by  John  Callandar,  Efq. 

44  The  Adventures  of  Telemachus, 
the  Son  of  Ulydfes,  mandated  into 
blank  Verfe,  by  John  Canton;” 
44  Renwick’s  Solicitudes  of  Ab- 
fence  ;  44  Four  Odes  by  n  Gentle¬ 
man;”  44  An  Elegy  written  on  the 
Author’s  reyifiting  the  Place  of  his 
former  Reddence;’  44  The  Choice;” 
t4  The  Fall  of  the  Rohiilas,  an  hif- 
torical  Poem;”  44  An  Addrefs  to 
Loch  Lomond;”  44  The  Country 
Book  Club  44  Poems  on  Slavery, 
by  the  Mides  Falconars;”  44  D. 
O’Bryen  s  Lines  written  at  Twick¬ 
enham  and  44  The  modern  Stage 
exemplified,  in  an  Epidle  to  a.young 
Adfor.” 

With  regard  to  the  Dramatic  pro¬ 
ductions  of  the  year,  the  Tragedies, 
which  have  appeared  on  the  dage 
are,  44  The  Fate  of  Sparta,  by  Mrs. 
Cowley  ;”  44  The  Regent,  by  Bertie 
Greatheed,  Efq.”  and  44  Vimonda, 
by  A.  Macdonald.”  The  follow¬ 
ing  Tragedies  have  been  printed, 
but  not  adled  :  44  Cardinal  Xi- 

menes,  by  Percival  Stockdale  ;” 
<4  The  patriot  King,  or  Alfred  and 
Elvina,  by  Mr.  Bicknell and 
44  Clarida,  or  fatal  Seduction,  by  R. 
Porrett.”  The  Comedies  were, 
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44  Ways  and  Means,  by  G.  Colman, 
jun.”  44  The  Ton,  or  Follies  of 
Fadiion,  by  Lady  Wallace 44  The 
Traveller,  read  at  the  Englidi  Read¬ 
ings,  by  Lieutenant  Harrifon 
44  ^Tit  fir  Tat,”  and  44  The  Child 
of  Nature,  a  dramatic  Piece,  from 
the  French  of  the  Marchionefs  of 
Sillery,  bv  Mrs.  Inchbald.”  In 
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the  Mudcal  line  have  been  publidied, 
44  Love  in  the  Eaff,  a  comic  Opera, 
by  Mr.  Cobb  ;”  44  A  Match  for  a 
Widow,  a  comic  Opera,  by  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  Mutual  deception;”  and 
44  The  Cottager,  a  comic  Opera, 
by  Mifs  Rofs.”  The  Interludes 
and  Mudcal  Farces  were,  44  The 
Stone  Eater,  by  O.  Stuart 44  The 
Priioner  at  large,  by  Mr.  O’Keefe ;” 
44  Look  before  you  Leap,  from  the 
the  French  of  Florian  p’  44  A  Key 
to  the  Lock,  from  the  French  of 
Cervantes;”  44  A  Quarter  of  an 
Hour  before  Dinner 44  The  Doc¬ 
tor  and  Apothecary  and  44  The 
Conftant  Maid,  or  Poll  of  Piymu 
ton.” 

Among  the  few  articles  which  we 
have  referved  for  the  head  of  Mid- 
cel  lan  eous  productions,  we  fhall  af- 
dgn  the  drd  place  to  the  Crewian 
Oration  in  Latin,  delivered  in  the 
theatre,  Oxford,  1788,  by  the  rev. 
William  Crowe,  public  orator  of 
the  univerfity.  According  to  drift 
propriety,  this  oration  dionld  have 
been  employed  in  commemorating 
the  founders  and  benefaftors  of  that 
feminary.  But  the  circumftance  of 
the  year  1788  being,  as  it  has  fince 
been  termed,  the  44  Centenary  of  the 
Revolution,  ’  would,  Mr.  Crowe 
thought,  judify  him  in  making  that 
memorable  event,  together  with  the 
bidiops  and  others  who  redded  the 
encroachments  of  James,  the  dubjefts 
of  his  annual  fpeech.  We  are  en¬ 
tirely  of  his  opinion  :  and  we  can 
chearfully  fubferibe  to  the  manly, 

con- 
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coftftitutional  fentiments  which  he 
freely  avows.  They  are  honour* 
able  to  the  author,  and  to  the  imi- 
verfity  in  which  he  fuftains  a  public 
charadter.  And  they  could  not  give 
offence,  excepting,  perchance,  he 
might  have  among  his  hearers  any 
advocates  for  the  exploded  doctrines 
or  the  Divine  right  of  kings,  and  paf- 
live  obedience.  Mr.  Crow’s  Latin 
is,  on  the  whole,  clallical  and  ele¬ 
gant. 

Dr.  Towers’s  44  Oration  delivered 
at  the  London  Tavern,  on  the  4th 
of  November,  1  88,  on  Occafion 
of  the  Commemoration  of  the  Re¬ 
volution,  and  the  Completion  of  a 
Century  from  that  great  Event,” 
is  a  fenfii.de  and  animated  addrefs, 
well  adapted  to  the  delign  of  that 
meeting,  and  to  imprefs  the  minds 
of  his  readers  with  a  fenfe  of  the 
importance  and  value  of  public 
freedom.  We  perfectly  concur  in 
the  juft  indignation  which  his  lan¬ 
guage  expreffts  againft  the  tyranni¬ 
cal  and  unconftftutionai  conduct  of 
j  ames ;  and  in  the  warm  encomium 
which  he  paffes  on  thofe  worthy  pa¬ 
triots,  whole  principles,  or  whofe 
perfonal  interference,  contributed  in 
producing  the  Revolution. 

The  44  Letters  to  and  from  Sa¬ 
muel  Johnfon,  LL.  D.  &c.  pub- 
lifhed  from  the  original  MSS.  in 
the  Poffeftion  of  Heifer  Lynch  Pi- 
ozzi,”  conftft  of  a  correfpondence 
that  paffed  between  Dr.  Johnfon 
and  Mrs.  Thrale,  during  a  period 
of  about  nineteen  years,  in  which 
we  have  met  with  but  few  literary 
or  critical  remarks,  and  with  very 
little  that  can  be  faid  to  be  intereft- 
ing.  Thefe  Letters,  however,  give 
us  a  more  juft  picture  of  Johnfon ’s 
real  character,  in  general  life,  than 
any  which  his  different  biographers 
have  prefented  to  the  public.  And 
they  afford  us  many  pleating  proofs 
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of  his  unaffedted  and  ardent  piety, 
and  numerous  excellent  moral  qua¬ 
lities.  The  letters  of  Mrs.  Thrale, 
are  lively  and  elegant  ;  and  were 
very  properly  inferted  to  illuflrate 
various  points  of  Dr.  Johnfon ’s  cor¬ 
refpondence. 

To  the  Undents  in  fatirical  paint¬ 
ing,  Mr.  Grofe’s  44  Rules  for  draw¬ 
ing  Caricatures,  with  an  Effay  on 
comic  Painting,”  will  be  an  enter¬ 
taining  and  ufeful  prefent.  The 
principles  of  this  art  are  defined  by 
our  author  with  admirable  perfpi- 
cuity,  and  elucidated  by  a  number 
of  engraved  Iketches,  which  may 
be  conlidered  44  in  the  light  of  ma¬ 
thematical  diagrams.”  But  befide 
the  rules  for  drawing  caricatures, 
Mr.  Grofe  has  enlivened  his  work 
by  a  number  of  fenfible,  witty,  and 
humorous  remarks,  which  will  af- 
ford*much  gratification  not  only  to 
artifts,  but  to  general  readers. 

Mr.  Parfons’s  44  Effays  on  Edu- 
cation,”  are  the  productions  of  an 
enlightened  and  liberal  mind,  deli¬ 
vered  in  eafy  and  elegant  language. 
The  principal  objedts  to  which  his 
attention  is  directed  are,  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  government  on  fociety, 
compared  with  that  of  education  ; 
public  fchoois ;  the  progreflive  ad¬ 
vancement  of  knowledge  and  lite¬ 
rature  ;  the  inveftigation  of  genius ; 
and  a  propofai  for  eftablifhing  a  fe- 
minary  for  indigent  genius.  On 
thele  different  fubjedts  our  author 
dilcovers  confiderable  ingenuity,  and 
an  extenfive  knowledge  of  the  world. 
And  although  we  cannot  admit  of 
all  his  pofitions,  and  entertain  our 
doubts  with  relpedl  to  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  feme  of  his  principles,  we 
think  that  his  obfervations  are  high¬ 
ly  deferving  of  public  attention. 

Mrs.  Bonhote’s  44  Parental  Mo¬ 
nitor,”  in  two  volumes,  confifts  of 
a  number  of  general  obfervations, 
R  4  which 
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which  contain  many  excellent  rules 
of  conduct ;  of  poetry,  of  different 
kinds  ;  and  of  a  feie&ion  of  fables 
and  adventures.  In  thefe  little  vo¬ 
lumes,  inftruriion  and  amufement 
are  happily  blended  together,  and 
conveyed  in  neat  and  perfpicuous 
language.  And  we  think  Mrs.  Bon- 
jhote  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  pa¬ 
rents  and  guardians  of  youth,  for 
this  pleafing  and  ufeful  directory, 
which  was  originally  written  for 
the  inftrudtion  of  her  own  children. 

44  The  Children's  Mifcellany,” 
In  three  volumes,  is,  likewife,  de- 
ferving  of  our  recommendation,  on 
account  of  its  entertaining  and  in- 
ftrudtive  tendency.  It  is  compofed 
of  a  feledfion  of  the  mod;  intereft- 
ing  and  improving  hiffories,  from 
different  authors ;  and  of  a  variety 
of  obfervations  replete  with  found 
fenfe  and  friendly  advice,  bj'which 
the  riling  generation  may  be  consi¬ 
derably  benefited. 

Dr.  Seally’s  44  Lady’s  Encyclope¬ 
dia,”  in  three  volumes,  is  a  work 
which  the  author  has  compiled  with 
much  induffry,  though  we  cannot 
bellow  dn  it  the  praife  of  accuracy 
and  elegance.  The  firft  volume 
gives  an  account  of  the  lives  and 
writings  of  poets,  orators,  legisla¬ 
tors,  and  philofqphers.  The  Se¬ 
cond  comprifes  an  Englifh  gram¬ 
mar  ;  a  treatife  on  rhetoric  and  ora¬ 
tory  ;  an  abflradl  of  the  art  of  po¬ 
etry  ;  the  Heathen  mythology,  with 
an  epitome  of  Ovid’s  Metamor- 
phofes ;  and  a  brief  account  of 
fbme  of  the  moll  celebrated  heroes 
and  founders  of  empires.  The 
third  volume  is  appropriated  to 
Geography,  with  a  Short  introduc¬ 
tion  to  the  Copernican  fyllem. 
JFj*pm  this  account  of  their  contents, 


our  readers  will  perceive,  that 
thefe  volumes  will  furnilh  the  ju¬ 
venile  Undent  with  much  inftrudtive 
and  entertaining  matter.  But  we 
think,  that  our  author’s  plan  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  considerable  improvement ; 
and  that  a  careful  review  of  his 
Hyle  and  phrafeology,  would  fug- 
gell  to  him  feveral  paffages,  which 
are  offensive  to  liberality  and  good 
tafte. 

We  ffiall  now  clofe  our  hillory 
of  the  Domeflic  Literature  of  the 
year  1788,  by  mentioning  the  ti¬ 
tles  of  fome  of  the  Novels  and  Ro¬ 
mances  which,  as  ufual,  have  been 
fufficiently  numerous. 

In  the  lift  of  fuch  as  have  been 
received  with  Superior  approbation, 
we  may  place  44  Arundel,  by  the 
Author  of  the  Obferver ;”  “Em¬ 
meline  ;  or,  the  Orphan  of  the  Cat¬ 
tle,  by  Charlotte  Smith 44  The 
Exile,  by  Clara  Reeve  ;”  44  He- 
loife,  or  the  Siege  of  Rhodes 
44  Henry  and  Ifabella 44  The  Half¬ 
pay  Officer;”  44  Meliffa  and  Mar¬ 
cia;”  44  The  Inquifttor,  orinviftble 
Rambler,  by  Mrs.  Rawfon  and 
44  The  amicable  Quixote,  or  Enthu* 
ftafm  of  Friendship. ’*  In  addition 
to  thefe,  we  have  feen  the  following 
names  announced :  f 4  Fatal  Follies ; n 
44  The  Vidlim  of  Deception 
44  Features  from  Life  ;JJ  44  fulia  de 
Grammont  ;”  44  The  Fliftory  of 
Lady  Caroline  Rivers,  by  Mils 
Todd;”  44  Memoirs  of  the  Mifs 
Holm  Shy’s,  by  Sarah  E.  Spencer;” 
44  The  Pupil  of  Adverfity  ;”  44  Of- 
wald’s  Caftle  44  Emilia  de  St. 
Aubin  ;”  44  The  twin  Sifters 

44  Eliza  Acland  ;”  and  44  The  Ad¬ 
ventures  of  Chriftopher  Curious.” 
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/HEN  we  turn  our  attend 
f  tion  to  Foreign  Literature, 
the  firffc  country,  in  point  of  order, 
whofe  progrefs  in  fcience  attracts 
our  notice,  is  Ruffia.  Our  com- 
munications  from  thence,  however, 
are  exceedingly  imperfeCt.  But  we 
entertain  hopes  that,  on  a  future  oc- 
oafion,  we  fhall  be  able  to  enter 
more  particularly  into  the  literary 
hiftory  of  a  people,  who  are  ambi 
tious  of  rivalling  their  neighbours 
in  arts  as  well  as  arms.  The  ma¬ 
terials  which  we  at  prefent  poftefs, 
enable  us  to  lay  before  our  readers, 
a  more  particular  account  of  the 
firft  volume  of  u  Flora  Roffica,5’ 
publifhed  at  Peterfbugh,  by  M. 
Pallas,  under  the  aufpices  of  Ca¬ 
tharine  II. :  a  work  which  we  barely 
announced  in  a  former  Regifter. 
The  abilities  of  this  indefatigable 
naturalift  are  fo  generally  known, 
that  his  name  is  fufficient  to  attract 


the  attention  of  the  learned  world, 
to  any  publication  of  which  he  is 
the  author.  The  plants  which  this 
volume  deferibes,  are  thofe  of  the 
great  eft  part  of  the  northern  hemi- 
fphere  ;  of  Ruffia  in  Europe ;  of 
Greater  and  Lefter  Tartary  ;  of 
Caucafus  j  and  of  the  vaft  extent 
of  Siberia,  with  the  iflands  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  K. am t Chat k a • 


In  defcrlbing  thefe  plants,  the  an- 
thor  follows  no  particular  fyftem ; 
he  gives  the  genus  of  each  with  its 
indigenous  fpecies,  beginning  with 
thofe  genera  which  contain  trees 
and  ftirubs.  And  of  thofe  which 
are  not  common  to  other  countries,, 
and  which  are  rare,  he  has  given 
accurate  and  beautiful  engravings* 
Such  of  his  obfervations  as  are  moil 
curious,  relate  to  the  ceconomical 
ufes  of  the  native  plants.  From 
the  variety  of  climate,  fituation, 
and  foil,  in  the  Ruff  an  empire,  our 
readers  will  eaftly  form  to  them- 
felves  an  idea  of  the  magnitude  and 
importance  of  filch  an  undertaking. 
From  the  abilities  and  induftry  of 
M.  Pallas,  they  may  promife  them- 
felves  the  hig;heft  gratification.  And 
from  the  liberality  and  fpirit  with 
which  the  Emprefs  patronifes  all  li¬ 
terary  and  feientife  labours,  they 
will  readily  credit  the  aftertion  of 
the  author,  that,  confidering  either 
the  richnefs  of  the  collection,  or 
the  fplendour  of  the  work,  it  will 
be  without  a  rival. — At  Riga  has 


appeared  a  “  Hiftory  of  the  Slavery 
and  Character  of  the  Peafants  in 
Livonia  and  Eftonia.”  We  are 
forry  to  remark,  that  the  author 
of  this  anonymous  publication  at¬ 
tributes,  with  fome  appearance  of 

reafon. 
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reafon,  the  flavery  of  the  peafants  in 
thefe  fertile  and  valuable  aiftridts,  to 
the  introduction  of  Chriftianity  into 
their  country.  Rut  it  is  Chriftanity 
in  a  form,  and  with  claims,  which 
are  abhorrent  to  the  true  genius  |of 
that  religion.  And  we  have  no 
doubt,  that  with  the  extenfion  of 
general  knowledge,  and  of  that  li¬ 
beral  fpirit  which  is  the  charadter- 
iftic  of  the  prefent  times,  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  thefe  countries  will,  gra¬ 
dually,  participate  in  the  bleflings 
of  civil  and  religious  freedom.  The 
emancipation  of  the  flaves  on  the 
eftates  of  feveral  o[  the  Ruffian  no¬ 
bility,  and  the  amendment  in  their 
fituation,  which  was  extended  to 
Livonia  and  Eftonia,  in  T762,  will 
warrant  us  in  indulging  fuch  an  ex¬ 
pectation.  —  At  Peterfburgh  has 
been  publifhed  44  A  complete  French 
and  Ruffian  Dictionary,  by  a  So¬ 
ciety  of  Gentlemen,  in  two  Vo¬ 
lumes,”  under  the  aufpices  of  the- 
Emprefs  of  Ruffia.  In  this  work 
the  French  words  are  taken  from 
the  laid  edition  of  the  French  dic¬ 
tionary  publifhed  by  the  Academy 
of  Sciences  at  Paris  ;  and  the  equi¬ 
valent  Ruffian  words,  with  fyno- 
nyms,  are  given  on  authority,  and 
according  to  common  ufage.  This 
plan  includes  in  it  a  variety  of  tech¬ 
nical  terms  in  the  arts  and  fciences, 
as  well  as  in  trade  and  commerce. 
Its  importance  and  utility,  there¬ 
fore,  muft  be  fufficiently  obvious  : 
and  it  is  but  juftice  to  obferve,  that 
it  is  conducted  in  a  manner  that 
reflects  honour  on  thofe  engaged 
in  it.  It  is  with  pleafure  we  learn, 
that  the  fame  gentlemen  intend 
to  continue  their  labours,  and  to 
publifh  a  Ruffian  and  French  Dic¬ 
tionary,  in  two  volumes  ;  a  Ger¬ 
man  and  Ruffian  Dictionary,  in 
three  volumes  ;  and  a  Ruffian 
and  German  Dictionary,  alfo,  in 
three  volumes.  -  There  haslikewife 


been  publifhed,  at  the  expence  of 
prince  Potemkin,  to  whom  it  is  de¬ 
dicated,  a  44  Tranilation  of  Virgil’s 
Georgies  into  Greek  Hexameters, 
illuftrated  with  a  continued  Com¬ 
mentary”  by  M.  Eugene  de  Bul- 
garis,  at  fir  ft  reCtor  of  the  monaftery 
of  mount  Athos,  and  afterwards 
principal  profeffor  of  the  fciences,  in 
the  great  patriarchal  fchool  of  Con- 
flantinople.  Such  a,  work  as  this 
before  us,  is  worthy  of  its  illuftri- 
olis  and  liberal  patron,  who  is  a 
zealous  cultivator  of  Greek  litera¬ 
ture,'  and  who  is  defirous  of  re~ 
peopling  the  cities  which  his  fove- 
reign  has  acquired  in  the  Crimea, 
from  thofe  claffie  countries  whence 
thfey  were  colonifed  in  the  times  of 
the  Grecian  republics,- — We  ought 
not  to  clofe  this  imperfect  fketch  of 
Ruffian  literature,  without  announc  ¬ 
ing,  that  the  Emprefs,  with  a  truly 
liberal  fpirit,  has  caufed  an  edition 
of  the  44  Koran”  to  be  printed,  for 
the  life  of  her  Mahometan  fubjeCts  ; 
in  the  copying  of  which,  the  great- 
eft  care  has  been  taken,  and  the  ut- 
moit  attention  paid  to  the  beauty  of 
the  charaCler. 

In  giving  our  hiftory  of  the  lite- 
rature  of  Sweden,  in  our  laft  vo¬ 
lume,  we  intimated  our  hope,  that 
we  fhould  have  it  in  our  power, 
this  year,  to  lay  before  our  readers 
a  more  particular  account  of  M.  de 
Mouradgea  D’Ohffon’s  44  Tableau 
generale  de  l’Empire  Othoman,” 
the  propofals  for  the  publication  of 
which  work  we  had  then  lien.  And 
it  is  with  pleafure  that  we  can  now 
declare,  that  the  fanguine  expecta¬ 
tions  which  we  had  formed,  have 
been  abundantly  gratified  by  the 
publication  of  the  fir  ft  volume  of 
that  fplendid  work.  This  volume 
contains  the  firft  fedtion,  and  the 
firft  three  books  of  the  fecond  fec- 
tion  of  the  religious  code:  the  fe¬ 
cond  volume  is  intended  to  complete 


FOREIGN  LI 

this  part  of  the  work.  The  code 
is  divided  into  three  portions,  the 
dogmatical,  the  ritual,  and  the  mo¬ 
ral.  It  is  the  work  of  the  ancient 
Mahometan  doctors,  and  is  founded 
firffc  on  the  Koran ;  fecondly,  on 
the  oral  laws  of  Mahomet ;  thirdly, 
on  the  decifions  of  his  difciples, 
and,  particularly,  of  the  firft  four 
caliphs  ;  and,  fourthly,  on  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  the  imans.  This  code 
forms  their  criminal  and  civil  laws  ; 
and  is,  indeed,  almoft  the  whole  of 
their  jurifprudence.  The  firff  fec- 
tion  contains  the  dogmatical  code, 
which  includes  an  account  of  the 
cofmogony  of  the  Mahometans ; 
their  traditions  refpedling  the  ear- 
lieft  ages  ;  their  reipedt  for  the  pa¬ 
triarchs  and  prophets,  and  their 
particular  veneration  for  the  perfon 
of  Jefus  Chrift.  The  three  books 
of  the  fecond  fedtion  explain  the 
ritual  part  of  their  religious  code, 
refpedting  purification,  prayer,  and 
the  eleemofynary  tythe.  This  vo¬ 
lume  concludes  with  a  defcription 
of  the  temples,  and  the  buildings 
round  the  mofques ;  the  public  libra¬ 
ries  connected  with  them  ;  fchools, 
hofpitals,  colleges,  and  the  various 
foundations  which  form  parts  of 
religious  inftitutions.  In  fuch  an 
enquiring  age  as  the  prefent,  an 
thentic  information  refpedling  a  na¬ 
tion  whofe  political  connexion  with 
the  Chriftian  powers  is  becoming 
daily  more  interefting,  muff  be  par¬ 
ticularly  defirable.  And  of  fuch 
information,  M.  D’Ohfion’s  work 
is  the  mod  valuable  and  curious 
depofitary  to  which  we  can  have 
recourfe.  We  ought  alfo  to  men¬ 
tion,  that,  independently  of  the 
fidelity  with  which  it  is  executed, 
it  is  entitled  to  diftinguifiied  praife 
for  its  typographical  excellences, 
and  the  numerous  beautiful  plates  by 
which  it  is  ornamented ;  fome  of 
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which  have  been  copied  from  a  cu¬ 
rious  colledfion  of  paintings  in  the 
pofteflion  of  the  Ottoman  court, 
and  others  taken  from  drawings  011 
the  fpot,  by  Grecian  and  European 
artifts.  The  information  and  enter¬ 
tainment  which  we  have  derived 
from  this  volume,  lead  us  impati¬ 
ently  to  expedf  the  completion  of 
our  author’s  undertaking.  — -  At 
Stockholm,  and  at  Gripfwald,  pro- 
feflor  Gadebuch  has  publifhed,  in 
two  parts,  44  The  political  State  of 
Swedifh  Pomerania.”  This  work 
will  be  found  interefting  and  inftruc- 
tive  to  writers  on  political  econo¬ 
my.  It  contains  a  fnort  hiftory  of 
general  politics,*  the  natural  hif¬ 
tory  and  geography  of  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  its  population;  the  claftes  of 
the  inhabitants ;  their  rights  ;  the 
political  regulations  relative  to 
them ;  the  prefent  ftate  of  their 
fchools  and  ftudies ;  their  civil, 
eclefiaftical,  military,  and  ceconomi- 
cal  conftitution  ;  the  connedtion  of 
the  country  with  Sweden,  the  em¬ 
pire,  its  neighbours,  and  other 
ftates.  —  The  44  New  Tranfadtions 
of  the  Royal  Swedifh  Academy  for 
the  Year  1786,”  contain  a  variety 
of  papers  in  pure  mathematics, 
aftronomy,  natural  hiftory,  and 
chemiftry.  Of  thefe  the  raoft  va¬ 
luable  and  interefting  are  the  arti¬ 
cles  in  the  departments  of  mathe¬ 
matics  and  natural  hiftory.  A- 
mong  the  names  of  the  contribut¬ 
ors  to  this  volume,  we  find  thofe  of 
M.  Charles  Wilcke,  the  late  M. 
Scheele,  M.  Hagftrcem,  M.  Thun- 
berg,  M.  Leiionmark,  M.  Modeer, 
M.  Blom,  M.  Mallett,  M.  Nord- 
mark,  and  M.  C.  Hellenius. — Dr. 
Sparmann,  president  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Stockholm, 
has  publifhed  the  fecond  and  the 
third  fafciculi  of  his  fplendid  44Col- 
ledtion  of  rare  Birds  in  the  Poftef- 
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fion  of  Mr.  Guftavus  Carlfon,  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State  to  his  Swedifh  Ma- 
jefly,”  which  contain  fufficient  evi¬ 
dences  of  the  fame  minute  atten¬ 
tion,  and  exadt  fcientific  knowledge, 
as  were  difplayed  in  the  firft  num¬ 
ber.  Each  of  thefe  fafciculi  con- 
fills  of  twenty-five  plates,  coloured 
from  nature,  and  accompanied  with 
faitable  defcriptions.  —  The  lovers 
of  natural  hiftory  will,  like  wife,  be 
glad  of  the  information  that  M. 
Adams  Afzelius,  and  M.  N-ic.  Sam. 
Swederus,  at  Upfat,  are  publi filing 
an  abridgment  of  the  baron  de 
Geer’s  valuable,  but  voluminous 
work  44  On  Infects,”  which  is  be¬ 
come  exceedingly  fcarce.  This  edi¬ 
tion,  to  the  improvement  of  which 
profefibr  Thunberg  has  promifed 
his  affiftance,  is  to  be  publifhed  in 
the  Latin  language.  It  is  to  con- 
fift  of  twenty-four  numbers,  in 
which  will  be  given  338  plates; 
and  to  be  completed  before  the  end 
of  the  year  1790. 

Our  hiflory  of  Danifh  Literature 
commences  with  a  work  which  has 
been  long  expedited  by  the  learned 
world  :  44  The  Four  Gofpels,  in 
Greek,  with  various  Readings,  from 
the  MSS.  of  the  Vatican,  Barberi- 
ni,  Laurentian,  Vienna,  Efcurial, 
and  Copenhagen  Libraries ;  to 
which  are  added,  Lections  from  the 
Sy  riac,  Ancient,  Philoxenian,  and 
Jerufalem  Vernons;  publiflied  by 
Andrew  Birch,  by  the  Command, 
and  at  the  Expence  of  the  King.” 
The  prolegomena  of  the  editor 
contain  a  general  account  of  the 
Greek  MSS.  ufed  for  this  work, 
amounting  to  127  in  number.  Of 
thele,  ten  only  have  been  wholly 
collated  ;  ten  almofl  wholly,  par¬ 
ticularly  with  refpedt  to  controvert¬ 
ed  paffages ;  and  the  reft  only  in 
feledl  places  of  importance.  The 
text  which  is  here  given,  is  that  of 


the  third  edition  of  Stephanus ; 
and  the  various  readings  are  at  the 
bottom  of  the  page.  When  we 
confider  the  value  and  importance^ 
of  the  MSS.  which  have  been  col¬ 
lated  by  Mr.  Birch,  and  the  parti¬ 
cular  attention  and  care  with  which 
he  has  collated  the  famous  Vatican 
manufcript,  and  the  Cod.  Vindobon. 
already  known  to  the  learned  world 
by  the  edition  of  Alter,  from  which 
the  greater  part  of  the  various  read¬ 
ings  which  he  gives  us  are  taken, 
we  congratulate  the  biblical  fcholar 
on  the  pofTeflion  of  fuch  rich  mate¬ 
rials  for  fcriptural  criticifin.  And 
we  think  it  greatly  to  the  honour  of 
the  kin?  of  Denmark,  that  he  has 
granted  the  rooft  liberal  fupport  to 
iiich  an  undertaking-,  and  enabled 
the  editor  to  lay  it  before  the  pub¬ 
lic  with  uncommon  recommenda¬ 
tions  of  typographical  elegance  and 
magnificence.  At  Kiel  has  been 
publiflied  44  A  new  Verfion  of  Ifaiah, 
with  Notes,  by  Chr.  Gotthilf  Hen- 
fler,  extraordinary  Profefibr  of  Theo¬ 
logy  at  Kiel;”  which,  befide  a 
judicious  feledlion  from  the  labours 
of  Michaelis,  Doederlein,  and 
Lowth,  contains  a  variety  of  excel¬ 
lent  remarks  bv  the  author,  that 
will  be  found  of  confiderable  fer- 
vice  in  elucidating  the  language  of 
the  prophet.  —-Profefibr  Jehpe,  at 
Altona,  has  alfo  added  his  name  to 
the  numerous  lift  of  fcripture  com¬ 
mentators,  by  his  treatife  44  O11  the 
Refurredlion  of  the  Flefli,  being  an 
Interpretation  of  the  fifteenth  Chap¬ 
ter  of  the  firft  Epiftie  to  the  Co¬ 
rinthians.”  What  is  moil  remark¬ 
able  in  this  work  is,  the  fenfe  which 
he  gives  to  the  third  and  fourth 
verfes,  in  which  he  confiders  Paul 
as  referring,  not  to  the  books  of 
the  Old  Teilarnent,  but  to  different 
lives  of  Jefus  already  written,  which, 
he  thinks,  would  be  no  fins  11  proof 

of 
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of  the  authenticity  of  the  faff. — At 
Copenhagen,  Mr.  Munther  has  pub¬ 
lifhed  4fc  Fragments  of  the  Greek 
Fathers,  with  Notes.”  The  greater 
part  of  thefe  Fragments  the  editor 
has  taken  from  a  mannfcript  in  the 
Bibliotheca  Corftnia,  which  he  ima¬ 
gines  to  be  one  of  Fogginius.  The 
remainder  are  from  various  manu- 
fcript  catenae  from  different  poets, 
hifforians,  and  philofophers.  Mr. 
Mu  other  ?s  labours  have  been  com¬ 
pared  to  fmall  gleanings,  after  a 
full  harveft  which  has  been  reaped 
by  thofe  writers  who  preceded  him. 
—The  44  Edda,  or  the  Ancient  My¬ 
thology,  confifting  of  Songs  col¬ 
lected  by  Saemund,  in  the  eleventh 
Century,”  which  we  mentioned  laif 
year  to  have  been  publifhed  with 
other  curious  remains  extracted 
from  the  Magnaean  Legacy,  is  a 
work  that  will  be  received  with  fuch 
pleafure  by  the  admirers  of  north¬ 
ern  literature,  that  we  are  happy 
in  being  able  to  lay  fame  farther 
account  of  it  before  our  readers. 
This  publication  confiffs  of  thirteen 
poems.  The  moft  probable  account 
concerning  their  antiquity  is,  that 
neither  44  Saemund,  nor  any  other 
Icelander  was  the  real  author  of 
them,  one  or  two  fongs  excepted, 
but  that  they  were  compofed  by  va¬ 
rious  perfons,  and  at  different  times, 
in  praife  of  their  gods  and  heroes, 
and  firft  brought  into  Iceland  by 
the  Norwegian  coloniffs,  and  o- 
thers  ;  where,  at  length,  after  the 
ufe  of  letters  became  known,  (which 
was  was  not  till  the  Chriftian  reli¬ 
gion  prevailed),  they  were  written 
from  memory  by  thofe  who  had 
learned  them  of  others.”  In  the 
preface  to  thefe  poems,  the  editors 
and  tranflators  give  an  account  of 
the  ancient  northern  mythology,,  as 
contained  in  the  Edda,  comparing 
it  with  that  of  the  Greeks  and  Ro- 
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mans,  and  Eating  its  importance 
and  utility  towards  underftanding 
the  poetry,  hiftory,  and  philofophy 
of  the  country.  This  part  of  the 
work  is  exceedingly  curious,  and 
will  amply  gratify  the  attentive 
reader.  To  this  fucceeds  the  Life 
of  Saemund,  by  Arnas  Mag-nseus, 
which  treats'  chiefly  of  the  different 
works  of  that  learned  and  refpeT- 
able  author.  The  editors  of  this 
work,  are  entitled  to  the  higheft 
praife  for  the  accuracy  and  atten¬ 
tion  which  are  difcoverable  in  every 
part,  and  for  the  gloflary,  various 
readings,  and  notes,  as  well  as  the 
learned  and  entertaining  preface 
with  which  they  have  illuftrated  it. 
The  pleafure  which  the  reader  will 
receive  from  the  perufal  of  it,  muff 
make  him  anxious  to  become  poff 
feffed  of  the  other  publications,  un¬ 
der  the  infpection  of  the  fame  gen¬ 
tlemen,  on  different  fubjedts  of  Teu¬ 
tonic  literature. —At  Copenhagen 
there  has  alfo  been  publifhed,  44  A 
View  of  the  ancient  Collection  of 
MSS.  in  the  King’s  great  Library, 
by  John  Erichfen,  a  Lord  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  firft  Librarian  to  his  Ma~ 
jefty,”  which  is  an , acceptable  pre¬ 
fers  to  the  republic  of  letters,  and 
will  prove  particularly  ufefni  to  the 
Scandinavian  votaries  of  fcieiice.-— 
Mr.  Thorkelin  has  tranflated  and 
publifhed,  at  the  requeft  and  ex-» 
pence  of  M.  P.  F.  Sulim,  44  A  Flif- 
tory  of  the  Eyrani,”  inhabitants  of 
a  particular  diftrift  in  Iceland.  Of 
this  work,  we  have,  as  yet,  met 
only  with  a  very  fliort  and  imper¬ 
fect  account.  We  can,  therefore, 
only  excite  the  curiofity  cf  our 
readers,  by  informing  them,  that  it 
relates  the  exploits  of  the  Norwe¬ 
gian  adventurers,  who  made  them- 
felves  m afters  of  Eirarfveit,  AJpta- 
fiord,  and  Ereidavick,  at  Cape  Sna- 
fell.  Thofe  events  took  place  in 
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the  tenth  century  ;  and  the  hiftory 
of  them,  which  Mr.  Thorkelin  has 
tranflated,  appears  to  have  been 
written  early  in  the  thirteenth  cen¬ 
tury. — To  the  lovers  of  Geogra¬ 
phical  fcience,  the  66  Letters  from 
F.  C.  de  la  Roche-Gallichon,  pro¬ 
vincial  Counfellor  to  his  Danifli  Ma~ 
jefty,  to  the  Author  of  the  Political 
Journal,  concerningthe  late  Difco- 
very  of  Old  Greenland,  and  of  the 
North-weft  Paffage  which  muft  natu  - 
rally  follow  from  it,”  will  afford  con- 
ftderable  entertainment,  as  the  inge¬ 
nious  author  difeuffes  the  ft: bj eels 
mentioned  in  the  title,  and  feveral  o- 
ther  articles,  in  a  manner  that  is  ex¬ 
tremely  interefting.  —  The  natural 
hiftorian  will,  likewife,  receive  with 
pleafure,  a  new  edition  of  the  firft  vo- 
lume  of  O.  F.  Muller’s  u  Danifli 
Zoology,  or  Hiftory  and  Figures  of 
the  moft  rare,  or  leaft  known,  Ani¬ 
mals  of  Denmark  and  Norway,”  by 
the  brother  of  the  author.  In  this  e- 
dition  we  have  a  defeription  of  the 
different  animals,  in  Latin,  Danlke, 
or  German,  with  their  fynonyms, 
common  names,  and  dimensions. 
And  the  mechanical  part  of  the 
work  is  executed  in  a  manner  that 
does  the  greateft  honour  to  the  Da¬ 
nifli  nation. 

The  materials  which  we  have  been 
able  to  colled!  for  the  hiftory  of  the 
literature  of  the  United  Provinces, 
during  the  year  1788,  are  exceed¬ 
ingly  fcanty.  This  circumftance, 
our  readers  will  naturally  attribute  to 
the  great  political  events  which  have 
fo  lately  engrofled  the  attention  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  interrupted 
their  literary  ftudies.  We  have, 
notwithftanding,  met  with  a  few 
publications,  in  the  different  de¬ 
partments  of  fcience,  which  deferve 

to  be  honourably  mentioned.  The 
•/ 

eighth  volume  of  u  Prize  Differta- 
tions,  relative  to  natural  and  re¬ 


vealed  Religion,  publiftied  by  Tey- 
ler’s  Theological  Society  of  Haar¬ 
lem,”  is  in  this  number.  The  de- 
fia'n  of  the  four  differtations,  of 
which  this  volume  confifts,  is  to 
ftiew  the  unreafonablenefs  of  indif¬ 
ference  with  refpebf  to  religious 
truths,  and  to  give  diredlions  for 
uniting  zeal  with  prudence  in  the 
defence  of  truth.  On  this  fubjecl, 
the  diflertation  written  by  M.  Jan 
Kops,  theological  Prudent  at  Arn- 
fterdam,  and  now  minifter  among 
the  Anabaptifts  at  Leyden,  was 
deemed  worthy  of  the  gold  medal. 
One  principal  defign  of  M.  Kops 
is,  to  combat  an  opinion  of  M. 
Steinbart,  that  Chiftian  minifters 
are  to  conform  to  the  eftablifhed 
formularies  and  ufages  of  their 
church,  and  join  in  the  fuperftitious, 
antiquated,  or  ufelefs  ceremonies 
prablifed  in  it,  though  they  are 
convinced  of  the  falfenefs  of  the 
dobtrines  contained  in  fuch  confeft 
fions  of  faith,  and  of  the  bad  ten¬ 
dency  of  fuch  ceremonies.  The 
reafons  which  have  been  urged  in 
favour  of  this  opinion,  our  author 
oppofes  with  great  fpirit  and  force 
of  argument,  and  points  out  their 
pernicious  tendency.  He  alfo  proves, 
with  equal  force,  that  formularies 
and  confeflions  of  faith,  neceflarily 
lead  to  indifference  ;  and  concludes 
with  fome  excellent  obfervations  on 
the  method  of  removing  two  of  the 
principal  obftrublions  to  impartial 
enquiry,  and  rational  conviblion, 
viz.  human  authority  and  preju¬ 
dice.  It  is  not  eafy  to  fpeak  too 
highly  of  this  ingenious  and  ufeful 
paper.  The  fecond  diflertation  is 
bv  the  rev.  Hendrick  Van  Voorft, 
minifter  among  the  Anabaptifts  at 
Ooftzaandam.  This  fenfible  au¬ 
thor,  after  pointing  out  the  unrea¬ 
fonablenefs  of  indifference,  from  the 
nature  of  man,  the  goodnefs  and 
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mercy  of  God,  and  from  its  perni¬ 
cious  effeCts  on  focial  and  civil  life, 
delivers  a  number  of  admirable  di¬ 
rections  for  uniting  prudence  with 
zeal  in  the  defence  of  truth.  A- 
mong  the  reft  we  have  been  parti¬ 
cularly  pleafed  with  the  liberal  fpi- 
rit  which  dictated  the  following  : 
that  we  muft  not  impute  to  any, 
confeqnences  which  they  themfelves 
do  not  admit  ;  that  in  proving-  doc¬ 
trines  from  feripture,  we  muft  make 
ufe  of  plain  clear  paftages,  the  fenfe 
of  which  agrees  with  the  analogy  of 
feripture,  and  not  of  detached  ob- 
feure  texts,  which  men  may  tor¬ 
ture  according  to  their  fancies  ;  and 
that  we  muft  avoid  uncharitable 
judgments  of  others,  merely  becaufe 
they  differ  from  us,  becaufe  differ¬ 
ences  of  opinion  are  unavoidable. 
The  author  of  the  third  differta- 
tion,  which  is  written  in  Latin,  is 
the  rev.  W.  Brown,  D.  I),  minifter 
of  the  Engiifh  church,  and  profeftor 
of  moral  philofophy,  in  the  univer- 
fity  of  Utrecht.  This  diftertation 
is  ingenious,  elegant,  animated,  and 
highly  poliflied;  and  will  add  a 
frefti  fprig  to  the  laurels  which 
Dr,  Brown  has  already  acquired  as 
a  theological  writer.  The  laft  dif- 
fertation  in  this  volume  is -by  the 
rev.  Jacob  Kniper,  minifter  among 
the  Anabaptifts  at  Deventer.  After 
refeuing  thofe  from  the  charge  of  in¬ 
difference,  who  will  not  attach  them- 
felves  to  any  human  fyftcms,  but  who 
only  believe  10  far  as,  after  due  ex¬ 
amination,  they  are  convinced,  and 
thofe  who  allow  to  others  an  unre- 
ftrained  freedom  of  fentiment,  our 
author  very  fatisfa&orily  fhews,  that 
the  principal  fources  of  indifference 
are,  want  of  thought  ;  an  opinion 
cf  being  already  in  poffeftion  of  the 
truth  ;  that  the  Supreme  Being  is 
indifferent  whether  mankind  em¬ 
brace  truth  or  error  ;  and  that  reli¬ 


gion  is  of  no  importance,  or  that 
no  religion  is  true.  W e  have  been 
the  more  particular  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  convey  to  our  readers  the 
fubftance  of  thefe  diftertations,  on 
account  of  the  vaft  importance  of 
the  fubjeCt  which  they  difeufs.  And 
we  cannot  take  leave  of  them  with¬ 
out  exprefling  our  firm  and  pleafmg 
conviction,  that  the  excellent  infti- 
tution  which  gave  rife  to  them,  by 
affording  encouragement  to  genius 
and  enterprize,  will  prove  of  eften- 
tial  fervice  to  the  caufe  of  truth  and 
Chriftianity.— At  Utrecht  has  been 
publifned  44  An  Effay  towards  a  ge¬ 
neral  Knowledge  of  Characters,  by 
W.  A.  Ockerfe,  Minifter  at  Wyk 
by  Duurftle.”  This  curious  and 
phiiofophical  performance,  which  is 
intended  to  reduce  the  fubjeCt  of  cha¬ 
racters  to  a  regular  fyftem,  is  intro¬ 
duced  by  four  preliminary  feCtions, 
to  which  the  author  has  prefixed  the 
titles  Man,  Character,  Knowledge  of 
Character,  and,  True  or  Probable. 

In  illuftrating  this  fubjeCt,  he  difeo- 
vers  great  acutenefs  and  penetration, 
and  offers  a  number  of  judicious 
and  fenfible  remarks.  But  as  we 
are  only  in  poffeftion  of  a  part  of 
his  plan,  we  will  not  take  upon  our-  . 
felves  to  determine  how  far  it  is 
calculated  to  facilitate  our  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  this  important  and  inter- 
efting  branch  of  moral  lcience.  Ori 
a  future  occafi on,  if  the  author  pro¬ 
ceeds,  according  to  his  promife,  to 
lay  before  the  public  a  continuation 
of  his  difeuflions,  we  may  be  able  to 
form  a  more  accurate  judgment  of  his 
ft/ftem.-— The  eighth  volume  of  the 
44  TranfaCtions  of  the  Batavian  So¬ 
ciety  at  Rotterdam,”  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  tranfadions  of  the  focie- 
ty  from  Auguil  1 7 8 3  to  Auguft  1 7 87, 
and  three  prize  diftertations.  The 
firft  of  thefe  diftertations  is  by  Dr. 
Van  Marum,  and  M.  A.  Paets  Van 
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Trooilwyk,  in  anfwer  to  the  ques¬ 
tions,  a  what  is  the  nature  of  the 
feveral  noxious  vapours  arifing  from 
marfhy  ground,  mud,  neceflary- 
houfes,  common- fewers,  hofpitals, 
&c.  and  what  are  the  moil  effica¬ 
cious  means  of  preventing  or  mi¬ 
tigating  their  pernicious  effedts, 
and  of  recovering  thole  who  are 
fuffocated  by  them.5’  The  fe~ 
eond  diflertation  is  by  M.  Van 
Trooftwyk  and  Dr.  Deiman,  on  the 
variations  which  take  place  in  the 
eledlricity  of  the  atmofphere ;  the 
difeafes  in  which  electricity  may  be 
of  fervice  ;  and  the  beft  methods  of 
applying  it.  The  third  diflertation 
by  M.  Hendrick  Verhees,  is  on  the 
expediency  and  advantages  of  a  ca¬ 
nal  from  Bois  le-Duc  to  Tongres. 
The  hi  ll  and  fecond  of  thefe  diffier- 
tations  contain  a  number  of  fenfible 
and  judicious  obfervations,  in  an- 
iwer  to  the  queflion  which  occa- 
ironed  them  ;  but  they  have  been 
anticipated  by  different  writers  in 
this  country,  as  well  as -in  France.- — 
The  twenty-fifth  volume  of  the 
€i  Memoirs  publifhed  by  the  Phiio- 
iophical  Society  at  Haarlem,55  con¬ 
tains  different  valuable  papers  un¬ 
der  the  heads  of  Medicine  and  Na¬ 
tural  Philofophy,  by  J.  Veirac, 
M.  D.  the  abbe  Paul  Frifi,  and  Ja¬ 
cob  Van  Breda,  M.  D.  But  the 
moft  curious  piece  in  this  volume  is 
a  memoir  on  the  following  queftion, 
u  what  muff  be  thought  of  that  gra¬ 
dation,  which  many  philosophers, 
both  ancient  and  modern,  have  hip¬ 
po  fed  to  take  place  among  natural 
beings  ;  and  what  degree  of  certain¬ 
ty  can  we  acquire  concerning  the 
•  reality  of  this  gradation,  and  the 
-order  which  nature  obferves  in  it  ? 
By  J-  de  Luc,  reader  to  the  queen 
of  Great  Britain.55  It  is  impoffible 
for  us  to  follow  our  author  through 
the  various  fleps  to  which  that  dif¬ 
ficult  and  complicate  queflion  led 


him.  But  we  cannot  refrain  from 
giving  our  readers  the  refult  of  hi. 5 
obfervations  and  arguments,  which 
is,  that  there  exifts  one  Firff  Caufe 
of  all ;  that  the  univerfe  created 
by  him  is  compofed  of  diftindl  be- 
ing-s,  which  may  be  diftributed  into 
the  two  grand  ciaffes  of  inanimate 
and  fenfitive,  relative  to  each  other, 
as  the  means  to  the  end ;  that  the 
harmony  of  the  whole  is  effected, 
neither  by  continuity,  nor  by  infem 
Able  gradation,  but  by  perceptible 
diftances  of  place  and  adlions,  and 
by  an  abfolute  difference  between 
the  feveral  fpecies  of  beings.  —  At 
Amfferdam,  Mr.  Chriftian  Sepp  has 
begun  the  publication  of  a  work  in 
entomology,  entitled,  “  The  Won¬ 
ders  of  God  contemplated,  in  the 
moft  minute  Creatures ;  or  the  In- 
fedts  of  the  Netherlands,  defcribed 
from  his  own  Gbfervation,  exa6l.lv 
drawn  from  the  Life,  engraved  and 
coloured. 5  5  As  far  as  the  author  has 
proceeded  in  his  deftgn,  he  has  ex¬ 
ecuted  it  with  unexampled  accuracy 
and  beauty.  This  obfervation  we 
coniine  to  his  figures :  in  his  de- 
fcripticn  he  has  but  a  frnall  claim 
on  our  commendation.  The  effays 
of  which  this  volume  eonfifts,  are 
limited  to  the  clafs  of  lepidoptera, 
diftinguifhed,  for  the  moft  part,  by 
the  names  of  Linnaeus,  and  the  cha- 
racteriftics  of  Rofel.  —  At  the  Hague 
has  been  publifhed  a  tranflation  of 
a  Ruffian  work  on  “  the  Natural 
Hiftory  of  Crim  Tartary  ;  intended 
as  a  Continuation  of  the  Difcoveries 
made  by  feveral  learned  Travellers 
in  Ruffia  and  Perfia.55  The  original 
of  this  work  was  publifhed  by  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Peterfburgh, 
with  the  view,  not  only  of  defcrib- 
ing  the  country,  but  of  pointing- 
out,  in  a  fcientific  manner,  the  moft 
probable  means  of  improving  it. 
From  the  perufal  of  this  book,  we 
can  promife  our  readers  much  fat  is-* 
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faction,  as  it  contains  an  authentic 
and  intereding  account  of  a  coun¬ 
try  little  known,  and  which  is  like¬ 
ly  to  become  the  objed  of  general 
attention. — At  the  Hague  alfo  has 
appeared,  in  the  Latin  language, 
44  The  Hidory  of  his  own  Times, 
by  C.  Guf.  Shultz  a  Affcherade,” 
formerly  envoy  from  the  court  of 
Denmark  to  the  States  General. 
The  principal  objed  of  the  author 
is,  to  defcribe  the  events  and  cha- 
raders  which  were  mod:  remarkable 
and  confpicuous  during  the  famous 
feven  years  war,  which  was  termi¬ 
nated  by  the  peace  of  1763.  With 
thefe  our  readers  are  fo  well  ac¬ 
quainted,  that  they  will  not  exped 
much  information  from  the  volume 
before  us.  In  his  dyle,  M.  Shultz 
is  not  an  unfuccefsrul  imitator  of 
Tacitus.— Baron  Meerman’s  44  Ac¬ 
count  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  ’ 5 
is  a  performance  which  may  prove 
intereding  to  thofe  foreigners  who 
polfefs  but  indifferent  information 
refpeding  the  date  and  fit  nation  of 
thefe  ifiands.  What  has  principally 
engaged  our  notice,  as  EngTifhmen, 
is  the  account  of  our  criminal  ju¬ 
dicature,  and  his  comparifon  of  it 
avith  that  of  the  Dutch.  But  ad¬ 
mitting  that  it  is  didinguifiied  by 
all  the  imperfections  which  he  points 
out,  we  cannot  concur  with  him  in 
giving  the  preference  to  that  of  our 
neighbours.— At  Leyden  M.  Dav. 
Ruhnkenius  has  publilhed  44  The 
Metamorphofes  of  Apuleius,  with 
all  the  Notes  of  P.  Colvins,  J.  Wo- 
wer,  G.  Stewfch,  G.  Elmenhord, 
and  others,  and  the  unpublifiied 
Remarks  of  F.  Oudendorp.”  This 
claffical  performance  mud  meet  with 
the  encouragement  of  the  learned 
world,  when  it  is  confidered,  that 
befide  the  advantages  it  poffefies 
from  the  obfervations  of  the  other 
commentators,  the  celebrated  Ou¬ 
dendorp  was  employed  near  thirty 
jySB' 


years  on  the  works  of  this  author. 
Should  the  editor’s  reafonahle  ex- 
pedations  be  anfwered,  he  intends 
to  publifii  the  other  works  of  Apu¬ 
leius.  -The  lovers  of  claffical  litera¬ 
ture  will  alfo  meet  with  an  accept¬ 
able  addition  to  the  number  of  claf¬ 
fical  writers  in  the  44  Remarks  on 
Martial’s  Epigrams,  With  Obferva¬ 
tions  on  fome  other  Poets,  in  which 
different  Paffages  are  examined  and 
amended,  by  Ant.  de  Rooy,  pub- 
lifhed  at  Harderwvck.” 

The  fird  place  in  our  account  of 
German  Literature,  we  {hall  affign 
to  44  The  New  Tedament  in  Greek, 
with  various  readings,  by  Profeffor 
F.  C.  Alter,”  in  two  volumes.  In 
this  work  we  have  ample  tedimony 
to  the  indudry  of  the  learned  pro¬ 
feffor,  who  has  carefully  collated  no 
iefs  than  thirty  manufcripts  :  nine¬ 
teen  for  the  gofpels,  and  eleven  for 
the  remaining  books.  The  well- 
known  charader  of  the  author,  and 
the  value  of  the  manufcript  from 
which  this  copy  is  taken,  will  fe- 
cure  it  a  favourable  reception  with 
biblical  fcholars.  —  At  Gottingen, 
Profcfibr  M  ichael  is  has  publilhed  a 
fourth  edition  of  his  44  Introdudion 
to  the  divine  Scriptures  of  the  New 
Tedament.”  We  mention  it  in 
this  place,  on  account  of  the  nu¬ 
merous  additions  and  corredions 
which  the  author  has  introduced ; 
which  are  of  fuch  importance  as  en¬ 
tirely  to  fuperfede  the  value  of  the 
former  editions*  With  this  excel¬ 
lent  work  we  fhould  be  glad  to  be¬ 
come  acquainted  in  an  Englidi  dreff. 
—  At  Hamburgh  and  Leipfic,  a 
philofophical  work  has  been  pub- 
lifhed,  in  a  very  large  odavo  vo¬ 
lume,  the  title  of  which  diffidently 
explains  its  defign,  and  will  diffid¬ 
ently  fatisfy  the  curiofity  of  many 
of  our  readers.  It  is  called  44  An 
Expofition  of  the  mydical  Meaning 
of  the  Song  of  Solomon,  in  which 
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is  fhewn,  'that  the  Song  of  Songs 
contains  the  Church  Hiftory  of  the 
Old  and  New  Teftament,  and  alfo 
the  true  \Vay  to  the  myftical  Union 
of  the  Soul  with  God.”— At  Rin- 
telen,  an  ufefui  periodical  publica¬ 
tion  appears  weekly,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  M.  Halfencamp,  entitled 
44  Annals  of  Theological  Literature, 
and  Modern  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory.” 
Should  this  work  be  carried  on  with 
the  fame  ability  and  impartiality 
which  have  diftmguHhed  the  earli- 
eft  numbers,  it  may  prove  of  eflen- 
tial  fervice  in  diffufing  knowledge 
and  liberality  throughout  the  Ger¬ 
man  empire ;  at  lea  ft  through  fuch 
parts  of  it  as  are  proteftant. — But 
the  labours  of  the  German  writers 
in  the  department  now  under  consi¬ 
deration,  have  not  been  confined  to 
Philology. They  have  come  forwards, 
likewife,  with  zeal  and  with  ability, 
in  the  defence  of  Divine  Revelation. 
Among  other  works,  44  The  true 
"Nature  of  the  Propagation  of  the 
Chriftian  Religion,  and  its  Weight 
as  an  Argument  in  Support  of  that 
Religion,  confidered,  by  J.  Balth. 
Liidiwald  Helmftadt,”  is  a  fenft- 
ble  and  ufefui  performance.  The 
reader  will  learn  from  our  liberal 
author,  not  to  place  an  improper 
ftrefs  on  fuch  arguments  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  his  religion,  as  are  of  a  fe- 
condary  clafs  only  ;  and  to  eftimate 
their  real  weight  and  import¬ 
ance.  He  will  alfo  be  ftiewn  the 
abfurdity,  while  we  attribute  the 
encouragement  of  Chriftiany  to  a 
Divine  fuperintendance,  of  rejedl- 
lng  the  influence  of  fecondary  caufes. 
i — At  Leipfic  there  has  been  pub- 
Rfhed  44A  Philofophico-Theological 
Diflertation  on  the  Importance  of 
the  Chriftian  Religion,  with  refpedt 
to  the  Dodtrine  of  the  Immortality 
of  the  Soul,”  which,  by  implica- 
.  tion,  fatisfadlorily  eftablifhes  the 
authenticity  of  Chriftianity  on  its 
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merits  with  regard  to  this  dodirrne. 
In  the  courfe  of  his  reafoning,  the 
author  of  this  treatife,  in  a  mafterly 
manned:,  appreciates  the  arguments 
of  philofophy  on  this  fubjedl,  in 
ancient  and  modern  times,  as  well 
as  the  do&rine  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
tarnent  ;  both  which  he  contrails 
with  the  evidence  under  the  new 
difpenfation,  in  a  manner  that  is 
judicious  and  pleating. — The  firfl 
volume  of  44  The  Moral  Syftem  of 
Chriftianity,  by  F.  Volcmar  Rein- 
hard,  Profeffor  of  Theology  in  the 
Univerftty  of  Wittenberg,”  is  de¬ 
voted  to  an  examination  of  the  fa¬ 
culties  of  man,  and  the  depravation 
of  thofe  faculties.  After  this,  the 
author  proceeds  to  enquire  what 
man  is  capable  of  doing,  and  what 
he  ought  to  do  ;  whence  he  deduces 
an  explanation  of  the  idea  of  per- 
fediion,  as  required  by  Chriftianity. 
In  a  fubfequent  volume  he  promifes 
to  confider  by  what  means  this  per- 
fediion  is  to  be  attained,  and  in 
what  manner  the  improvement  of 
the  mind  is  to  be  effedted.  The 
accounts  which  the  foreign  iournal- 
ifts  give  of  this  work,  ftate  it  to  be 
a  very  valuable  and  important  one, 
and  they  alfo  fpeak  in  high  terms 
of  its  charms  of  compofition.  —  At 
Brunfwick,  Mr.  E.  Chr.  Trapp  has 
publiflied  an  admirable  treatife  44  On 
the  Authority  of  Proteftant  Princes, 
in  Matters  c£  Faith,”  in  which, 
with  incontrovertible  arguments, 
and  in  neat  and  animated  language, 
he  has  fecured  to  himfelf  genuine 
honours,  as  the  champion  of  religi¬ 
ous  liberty.  This  work  has  appear¬ 
ed  in  its  prefent  form,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  late  edidt  of  the 
king  of  Pruflia,  unfavourable  to 
freedom  of  enquiry,  which  is  as  im¬ 
politic  as  it  is  illiberal.— -At  Leipfic 
M.  J.  Sal.  Sender  has  publiflied 
44  New  Attempts  at  illuff rating  the 
facred  Hiftory  of  the  firft  Ages  of 
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Chriftianity.”  In  the  progrefs  of 
his  argument  he  fliews,  that  in  tak¬ 
ing  a  view  of  thofe  ancient  times, 
Proteftants,  as  well  as  Catholics, 
have  paid  too  great  attention  to  au¬ 
thority,  and  too  little  to  reafon. 
And  he  contends,  that  in  Undying 
facred  hiftory,  to  arrive  at  truth,  it 
is  neceffary  to  attend  to  the  genius 
and  ft u dies  of  men ;  to  confider  by 
whom,  and  for  whofe  ufe,  any  an¬ 
cient  hiffory  was  committed  to  me¬ 
mory  ;  and  that  the  fame  addon 
might  be  confidered  and  related  in 
a  different  point  of  view,  according 
to  the  nature  of  time  and  place,  the 
degree  of  the  narrator’s  underftand- 
ing,  or  the  end  he  had  principally 
propofed.  In  this  excellent  volume 
we  meet  with  a  number  of  liberal 
and  judicious  obfervations  which 
richly  deferve  the  confideration  of 
ecclefiaftical  writers.  And  we  think, 
that  an  attention  to  them  would 
not  prove  of  difiervice  to  the  hoffs 
of  theological  combatants  who  are 
embattled  in  our  own  country. — At 
Leipfic,  there  have  alfo  been  publifh- 
ed,  44  Moral  Difconrfes,  by  Charles 
.Henry  Schmidt,  preached  at  Goffer- 
berg  44  Sermons  on  Natural  Re- 
ligion,  by  J.  G.  Merezoll;”  and 
44  Sermons  to  Courtiers  and  States¬ 
men,  by  M.  Peterfen,  Preacher  to 
the  Court which  are  faid  to  pof- 
iefs  diftingiiifhed  merit  as  pulpit 
compofitions.— -At  Munffer,  a  vo¬ 
lume  of  Sermons  has  been  publifh- 
ed,  by  M.  Herfr,  canon  of  the  ca¬ 
thedral  church  of  St.  j  ohn,  at  Ofna- 
burgh ;  and  another  volume  at 
Giefen,  by  Dr.  Lobffein. — 44  An  At¬ 
tempt  at  the  Explanation  of  the 
Philofophy  of  the  moff  ancient 
Times ;  by  Leberecht  Piefling,  Phi- 
lofophical  ProfefTor  at  Duyfbourg,” 
is  a  learned  and  ingenious  perform¬ 
ance,  in  which  the  author  examines 
the  metaphyfical  fyffem  of  Plato, 
who  considered  matter  as  uncreated, 


receiving  its  form  only  from  God, 
which  he  fliews  to  have  been  the 
dotftrine  of  the  remotelf  anti- 
quity. —  The  44  General  Hiffory  of 
Philofophy,  by  Aug.  Eberhard, 
Profeflbr  of  Philofophy  at  Halle, 
and  Affociate  of  the  Academy  at  Ber¬ 
lin,  &e.”  gives  an  accurate  deffrip- 
tion  of  the  progreffive  increase  of 
fcience,  from  its  firff  dawning  to  ks 
prefent  ffate.  A  work  of  this  na¬ 
ture,  executed  by  a  perfon  who  is 
himfelf  polTlfed  of  the  true  fpirit 
of  philofophy,  will  be  received  with 
pleafure  by  every  man  of  fcience. 
And  we  can  affure  our  readers,  that 
the  author  has  been  indefatigable  in 
obtaining  the  beff  materials  for  his 
work,  hav  ing  had  recourfe  tothe  foun¬ 
tains  whence  the  philofophy  of  eve¬ 
ry  people  and  every  age  have  flowed* 
In  pure  Mathematics,  M.  Abel 
Burja,  mathematical  profeflbr  at 
Berlin,  has  publifhed  a  very  valu¬ 
able  work,  in  two  volumes,  entitled 
44  An  eafy  Method  of  learning  tran- 
fcendent  "Geometry,  or  the  Theory 
of  Curves.”  The  reputation  which 
our  author  has  already  effabliflied 
by  his  treatifes  on  Algebra,  and  on 
the  elements  of  Geometry,  will  fuf- 
ficiently  recommend  thefe  volumes 
to  the  mathematical  ffudent. — The 
intention  of  M.  Fred.  Aug.  Schmel- 
zer’s  treatife  44  On  the  Probability 
of  Life,  and  its  public  Application, 
&c.”  is  to  difpute  the  claim  to  the 
invention  of  that  theory,  on  behalf 
of  the  ancients.  M.  Graum,  who 
lived  about  the  middle  of  the  la  ft 
century,  was  fuppofed  to  be  the 
fir  ft  who  calculated  the  probabili¬ 
ties  of  life  from  the  bills  of  mor¬ 
tality.  Our  author,  however,  aft 
ferts,  that  the  Romans,  in  the  third 
century,  were  not  unacquainted  with 
this  fcience.  And  he  fupports  this 
affection  by  a  calculation  from  Ul- 
pian,  which  is  found  to  agree  with 
modern  ones.— The  44  New  Aftrp  • 
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nomical  Difcoveries,  by  J.  Schroe- 
ter,  grand  Bailiff  of  the  King  of 
England,  at  LilieMhal,”  publiflied 
at  Berlin,  by  J.  Ellert  Bode,  con- 
fift  of  a  number  of  curious  and  in- 
terefting  obfervations  on  the  planet 
Jupiter';  the  changes  which  take 
place  in  its  belts ;  and  on  feveral 
fpots,  fome  dark,  and  others  re¬ 
markably  luminous,  which  he  dif- 
covered  in  them,  at  different  times. 
To  thefe  obfervations  M.  Schroeter 
has  added  a  defcription  and  plate  of 
his  feven  feet  telefcope,  made  by 
Herfchel;  a  lamp-micrometer,  in¬ 
vented  by  the  fame  gentleman  ;  an 
inftrument  for  tracing  the  fpots  of 
the  fun  and  moon  ;  remarks  on  the 
fpots  of  the  moon,  and  the  height 
of  its  mountains,  and  on  the  dilks 
of  the  fun  and  moon,  which  are 
calculated  to  throw  confiderable  light 
on  aftronomical  fcience. — The  Ber¬ 
lin  44  Aftronomical  Ephemeris,  for 
the  Year  1788,”  among  a  variety 
of  important  articles,  contains  an 
account  of  a  difcovery  of  fome  ma- 
nufcripts  of  the  celebrated  Harriot, 
at  Petworth.  And  it  will  give  plea- 
fure  to  the  learned  world  to  be  in¬ 
formed,  that  from  thefe  Mr.  Zach 
propofes  to  publifh  a  critical  and 
literary  life  of  that  great  aftrono- 
mer  and  mathematician. — At  Leip- 
lic  has  been  publiflied  a  colleftion 
of  44  Scheele’s  Chemical  and  Phyfl- 
cal  Trafts,  tr'anfl’ated  into  Latin, 
by  M.  Schaefer  ;”  among  which  are 
that  ingenious  chem ill’s  effays  on 
air  and  fire,  and  the  formation  of 
water.  Thefe  t rafts  are  prefaced 
by  fome  fenfible  and  ufeful  obferva- 
tions  of  M.  Hebenftreit,  the  editor. 

Among  the  authors  who  have 
contributed  to  the  extenfion  of  Na¬ 
tural  Knowledge  in  Germany,  we 
mu  ft  place  M.  de  Moll,  who  has 
publiflied  at  Saltfburgh,  44  Philofo- 
pliical  and  Oeconomical  Memoirs 


of  High  Germany.”  This  volume 
is  principally  employed  in  enquir¬ 
ing  into  the  value  of  lands  in  the 
mountainous  parts  of  the  country, 
particularly  in  the  county  of  Saitf- 
burgh  ;  and  in  obfervations  on  the 
mines  in  that  diftrift.-— To  the  fame 
clafs  are  we  to  refer,  44  Sketches  of 
the  Natural  Hiftory  of  the  Coun¬ 
try  of  Mentz,  by  M.  Nau,”  in 
which  the  author  gives  an  accurate 
defcription  of  the  fifties,  amphibia, 
and  birds  of  that  country  ;  and  the 
44  Sketches  of  the  Natural  Hiftory 
of  the  Duchy  of  Wirtemberg,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Courfe  of  its  Rivers, 
and  theCountries  through  whichthey 
flow,”  by  M,  Roefler,  which  are 
chiefly  occupied  by  an  account  of 
the  fait  works  of  Sultz,  an  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  fuiphur  waters  of 
Schwennipen,  and  the  turf  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  fource  of  the 
Necker. — -Mr.  Forfter’s  44  Enchiri- 
don  of  Natural  Hiftory,”  publiflied 
at  Halle,  is  an  introduftory  m an¬ 
nual  for  the  ufe  of  the  ftudents  of 
the  Linnasan  fyftem,  felefted  from 
the  moft  approved  authors. 

Among  the  Hiftorical  produce 
tions  which  have  appeared  in  Ger¬ 
many,  during  the  year  1788,  44  The 
Hiftory  of  the  IfraeKtes  to  the  Time 
of  Cyrus,  See.  ;  to  which  is  added, 
the  ancient  Fliftory  of  the  Aftyrians, 
Medes,  Babylonians,  &c.  by  Theo¬ 
dore  James  Ditmar,  Geographical 
and  Hiftorical  Profeflbr  at  Berlin,” 
is  a-  fenfible  and  an  original  work, 
from  which  the  learned  author  wilt 
derive  no  fmall  fhare  of  reputation. 
A  principal  part  of  his  defign  is, 
to  refute  the  attack  on  the  Hebrews, 
by  the  anonymous  author  of  the 
Guelpherbytan  fragments,  and  to 
prove,  that  the  feriptures  are  at 
leaft  equally  deferving  of  credit,  in 
what  relates  to  oriental  hiftory,  with 
Ctefias  and  Herodotus.  This  talk 

we 
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we  .think,  he  has  ftjccefsfully  per¬ 
formed,  But  we  do  not  always 
concur  with  him  in  the  fuppofttions 
on  which  he  reafons  ;  and  in  the 
great  ftrefs  which  he  lays  on  etymo- 
}0gy.«_4<.  The  political  Hiftory  of 
the  Kingdoms  of  Bofnia  and  Rama, 
from  the  Year  867  to  1741,  by 
Max,  Schimeck,  Vienna,”  contains 
an  accurate  account  of  countries, 
which  have  been  overlooked,  or  but 
fiightlv  attended  to  by  general  hif- 
torians.  This  circumftance  muft  be 
attributed  to  its  true  caufe,  the  want 
of  neceftary  and  authentic  docu¬ 
ments.  On  this  account  M.  Schi- 
meck’s  work  is  particularly  valuable, 
as  he  has  been  permitted  to  fearch 
the  archives  and  libraries  of  the 
court  of  Vienna  ;  and  asM.  Jenifch 
has  compared  his  account  with  the 
Turkifh  annals  of  Rayrna,  printed 
at  Conftantinople. — At  Erfurt  have 
been  pubiifhed,  44  Remarks  on  Rui- 
fja,  relating  to  the  Sciences,  Arts, 
Religion,  Sec.  of  that  Country,  with 
a n  Account  of  the  Dogmas  and 
Cuftoms  of  the  Ruffian  Church,” 
which  appear  to  be  didlated  by  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  that  coun¬ 
try,  and  to  convey  to  the  reader 
ufeful  information,  as  well  as  fome 
curious  and  entertaining  anecdotes. 

. — -The  44  Fragments  of  original 
Letters  from  Madame  Charlotte- 
Elizabeth  of  Bavaria,  Vv  idow  of 
Monfieur,  only  Brother  of  Lewis 
XIVth.  in  two  Volumes,”  pub- 
liftied.  at  Hamburgh,  are  faid  to  be 
part  of  a  correfpondencp  between 
madame  and  princefs  Caroline,  af¬ 
terwards  queen  Caroline,  confort  of 
George  II.  Without  taking  it  upon 
ourfelves  to  determine  whether  this 
compilation  be  genuine  .or  not,  we 
nmft  pronounce  it  to  be  in  the  high- 
eft  degree  interefting  and  entertain¬ 
ing.  It  affords  a  true  delineation 
of  the  manners  of  the  court  01 
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France  during  the  reign  of  Lewis 
the  XIV th.  ;  and.  the  different  anec¬ 
dotes,  and  the  converfations  which 
are  reprefented  to  have  taken  place 
between  the  perfonages  who  were 
the  moft  confpicuous  at  that  period, 
are  perfectly  charafleriftic.  —  The 
abbc.Denina’s  u  Sketch  of  the  Life 
and  Reign  of  Frederick  IJ.  King  of 
Pruftia,  intended  to  ferve  as  an  Intro¬ 
duction  to  the  Berlin  Edition  of  his 
Prulfian  Majefty’s  Works,  printed  at 
Berlin,  by  authority,”  is  chiefly  con¬ 
fined  to  the  political  and  military 
hiftory  of  the  Pruflian  monarch. 
This  work  contains  little  new  matter. 
What  will  principally  engage  the 
attention  of  the  reader  is,  the  au¬ 
thor’s  vindication  of  Frederick’s 
character,  againft  the  charges  of 
ambition  and  inhumanity  ;  and  the 
praifes  which  he  beftows  upon  him, 
as  the  legiilator  and  father  of  his 
people.  Although  we  may  be  dif- 
pofed  to  accufe  the  abbe  of  too 
great  partiality  in  favour  of  his 
hero,  we  are,  neverthelefs,  willing 
todojuftice  to  his  ingenuity,  and 
to  acknowledge  the  pleafure  which 
the  perufal  of  this  vol  lime  has  afford¬ 
ed  us. — “  The  pofthumous  Works 
of  Frederick  II.  King  of  Pruftia,  in 
fifteen  volumes,”  publifhed  at  Ber¬ 
lin,  are  too  voluminous  to  admit  of 
our  entering  into  a  fpecific  detail  of 
their  contents  and  merits ;  and  too 
interefting  to  be  barely  announced. 
They  confift  of  political  negotia¬ 
tions  ;  military  fcience  and  exploits ; 
obfervations  on  legiftation  and  po¬ 
licy  ;  productions  of  wit;  difeuf- 
fions  in  philofophy  and  metaphyfics ; 
poetical  performances ;  and  an  ex 
tenfive  epiftolary  correfpondence  on 
liibjeCts  of  polite  literature  and  ufe¬ 
ful  arts.  The  accounts  of  political 
negotiations  and  military  exploits, 
are  delivered  with  all  the  fimplicity 
and  elegance  which  diftinguifh  the 
£  3  edni* 
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Commentaries  of  Caefar.  The  royal 
author’s  obfervations  on  legiflation 
and  internal  policy,  difcover  un¬ 
common  fagacity  and  many  excel¬ 
lent  rules  for  the  condinSt  and  ad- 
rninifixaticn  of  fovereigns ;  but 
they  are  adapted  to  abfolute  mo¬ 
narchies  rather  than  to  free  forms 
of  government.  Frederick’s  witty 
productions  are  characterifed  by  a 
happy  vein  of  pleafantry,  and  by 
proofs  of  a  lively  genius,  and  highly 
cultivated  tafte.  His  difcuffions  in 
philofophy  and  metaphyfics,  are 
minute  and  fuperficial ;  and  con¬ 
vince  us,  that  he  had  not  the  in¬ 
clination  or  the  patience  neceflary 
for  fuch  fpeculative  refearches.  His 
poetical  performances  abound  in 
lively  ideas,  and  happy  turns  of 
expreflion,  and,  frequently,  are  full 
of  fire  and  harmony  ;  but  they  are 
often  diftinguifhed  by  that  gloomy 
and  uncomfortable  fcepticifm  which 
tarniflies  the  beauty  of  fome  of  his 
moll  animated  productions.  The 
fame  excellences,  and  the  fame  ble- 
miffies,  are  vifible  in  his  epiftolary 
correfpondence.  On  the  whole,  a 
work  pofieffing  fuch  a  variety  of 
materials,  and  from  fuch  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  character,  is  a  lingular 
phenomenon,  and  will  afford  the 
high  eft  gratification  and  entertain¬ 
ment.  W e  wifh  only  tb  at  the  reader, 
while  he  admires  the  brilliant  talents 
of  Frederick,  will  not  be  unmind¬ 
ful  of  his  capital  defects  ;  and,  that 
when  he  prepares  himfelf  to  relifli 
the  fallies  of  his  wit  and  humour, 
he  may  not  forget  the  poifon  that 
lurks  in  his  feductive  writings.-— 
The  u  Memoirs  of  the  Baron  de  la 
Motte  Fouque,  General  of  the  Pruf- 
fim  Infantry,”  in  two  volumes, 
contain  the  life  of  a  deferving  officer, 
whoffi  extraordinary  profeffional  me¬ 
rits  recommended  him  to  the  warm 
confidence  and  frientlfhip  of  Frede¬ 


rick  II.  and  who  had  the  fortitude, 
in  that  fituation,  to  preferve  in 
his  mind  a  lively  fenfe  of  the  ex¬ 
cellence  and  importance  of  re¬ 
ligion.  A  considerable  part  of 
his  correfpondence  with  the  king, 
which  is  given  in  thefe  volumes, 
relates  to  the  military  operations  in 
the  wrars  of  1741  and  1 7 56.— The 
u  Authentic  Account  of  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings  relative  to  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwic.k,  during  the  whole  of  his 
Admini fixation  of  Field  Marfhah 
Tutor  to,  and  Reprefentative  of' 
William  V.  Prince  of  Orange  and 
Nafiau,  by  Aug.  Louis  Sch  Inzer, 
LL.D.”  tranflated  from  theGerman, 


by  C.  Jerome,  is  intended  to  prove 
the  innocence  of  the  duke,  as  to 
the  accufations  brought  again!!  him 
by  the  popular  party  in  Holland. 
But  we  cannot  think  that  the  author 
has  fucceeded  in  his  attempt  ;  or 
that  he  is  happy  in  the  comparifon 
which  he  draws  between  his  hero 
and  Phocion.  The  latter  was  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  rights  of  the  people  ; 
the  former,  their  determined  foe. 

With  refpect  to  fuch  German 
productions  as  are  to  be  referred  to 
the  head  of  Critical,  Claffical,  and 
Polite  Learning,  the  firfi:  which  de¬ 
mands  our  notice  is,  u  Edmund 
Caflell’s  Syriac  Lexicon,  taken  from 
his  Heptaglott,  &c.  by  J.  D.  Mi- 
chaelis,  Part  I.”  This  publica¬ 
tion  will  be  moil  acceptable  to  thofe 
who  ftudy  the  Syriac  language,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  decided  me¬ 
rits  of  the  original  work,  but  from 
the  numerous  additions  of  th® 
learned  editor,  which  confidera.bly 
enhance  its  value.  —  At  Koninrf- 
berg  and  at  Leiplic,  there  have  alfo 
been  publifiied,  “  Syriac,  Arabic, 
Samaritan,  and  ./Ethiopian  Lefions 
with  elementary  Tables,  &c.  by 
John  Godf.  Hafle,  Profefibr  of  Ori¬ 
ental  Languages,”  which  will  be 
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ffcund  of  confiderable  ufe  to  thofe 
who  are  learning  thofe  languages. — 
JYL  Schlegel’s  44  Commentary  on 
the  Geography  of  Homer,”  pub- 
Jifhed  at  Hanover,  is  a  judicious 
and  elegant  treatife,  which  was  de- 
fervedly  rewarded  with  the  prize 
on  that  fubjedt,  by  the  univerfity  of 
Gottingen.  The  author’s  arrange¬ 
ment  is  perfpieuous ;  and  his  de¬ 
scription  very  intelligible.--  The 
44  Commentaries  on  Homer,”  pub- 
] ifhed  alfo  at  Hanover,  by  ].  H. 
Julius  Roeppen,  part  I.  which  con¬ 
tains  remarks  on  the  fir  ft  four  books 
of  the  Iliad,  is  another  publication 
on  which  very  high  encomiums 
have  been  juftly  bellowed,  and 
which  will  afford  valuable  aid  to 
the  Undent  in  forming  his  acquaint¬ 
ance  with,  the  Grecian  bard.  —  At 
Leipfic  has  appeared  a  valuable 
edition  of  44  Plutarch  de  Placitis 
Phiiofophocum,  by  Chr.  Dan.  Beck, 
Profefibr  of  the  Latin  and  Greek 
Languages,”  which  is  a  fpecimen 
of  a  delign  in  which  the  learned 
editor  has  embarked,  of  printing 
feveral  of  the  Greek  authors,  witn 
corrections  and  various  readings. — - 
At  the  fame  place  have  been  pub- 
lifhed  “The  Clouds  of  Ariftophanes, 
in  Greece  and  Latin,  with  the 
Greek  Scholia  and  Notes,  by  Th. 
Chr.  Harles,”  which  is  given  as_  a 
■fpecimen  of  a  new  edition  of  Arif¬ 
tophanes,  intended  to  have  been 
printed  by  him,  had  he  not  found 
himfelf  prevented  by  M.  Brunck  ; 
and  44  Fragments  of  Plotinus  on 
the  Beginning  of  1  hings,  with 
Notes,  by  M.  Grimm,”  in  which 
he  fhews,  that  the  treatiics  of  i  lot i  - 
nus,  found  in  the  library  of  St. 
Mark  at  Venice,  by  M.  Vilioifon, 
are  merely,  fragments  of  his  works 
that  are  already  in  print.—  M.  oe 
Pauw’s  44  Phiioiophical  Enquiries 
concerning  the  Greeks,”  in  two  vo¬ 
lumes,  publifhed  at  Berlin,  are  di¬ 


vided  into  four  parts.  Three  of 
thefe  relate  to  the  Athenians,  to 
whom,  more  than  to  any  other  na¬ 
tion  of  Greece,  we  are  indebted  for 
arts  and  fciences  ;  the  other  part  is 
principally  devoted  to.  an  account  of 
the  AmphiClyonic  council,  and  oF 
the-Lacedaeraonians.  The  obieCTof 
M.  de  Pauw  is,  to  correct  that  en- 
thufiaflic  partiality  in  favour  of 
this  country,  which  the  learned  in 
every  age  have  too  generally  in¬ 
dulged,  and  to  reprefent  fabts  in 
the  undifguifed  and  ufeful  light  of 
truth.  And  we  muff  acknowledge, 
th  t  he  has,  with  much  critical  fa- 
gacity,  detected  many  mifrepre- 
fentations  and  errors  in  ancient  and 
modern  writers.  His  enquiries  have 
been  laborious  and  accurate  ;  ancE 
there  is  a  peculiar  air  of  originality 
in  the  information  for  which  he  has 
been  indebted  to  preceding  writers* 
But  we  do  not  admire  his  treat¬ 
ment  of  thofe  who  have  differed, 
from  him  in  opinion.  While  agree- 
ably  entertained  by  his  diligence  of 
invefligation  and  livelinefs  of  re¬ 
mark,  we  are  difgnfled  with  his  fu- 
percilious  and  dogmatical  fpirit.-— — 
With,  this  article  we  fhall  clofe  our 
hiftory  of  German  Literature,  re¬ 
ferring  our  readers,  for  a  more  par¬ 
ticular  account,  to  the  productions 
of  foreign  journal] its,  and  to  our 
own  Reviews,  from  which  we  have 
derived  frequent  alliffance.  For  the 
Medical  articles,  or  thofe  which  re¬ 
late  to  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  we 
refer  them  to  Dr.  Simmons’s  Me¬ 


dical  journal* 

In  turning  our  attention  to 
the  Literature  of  Switzerland, 
we  find  that  there  has  been 
publifhed  at  Geneva,  44  An  Ana- 
lvlis  and  Examination  of  the  poft- 
humous  Works  of  Bou Hanger, 


entitled,  Antiquity  unveiled,  ori¬ 
ental  Defpotifm,  and  Chriflianitv 
unveiled,”  by  a  Solitary.  I  he 
S  4  fyftem 
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fyftem  of  Boullanger  was  of  a  very 
iingular  complexion.  DifTatisfied 
with  the  ideas  of  different  philoso¬ 
phers  refpedbing  the  nature,  origin, 
civilization,  depravation,  and  errors 
of  mankind,  he  imagined,  that  he 
perceived  the  caufes  of  them  in  an 
univerfal  deluge.  This  deluge  he 
confidered  as  a  crifis,  an  efferve¬ 
scence,  a  fermentation  of  nature, 
by  which  fhe  renews  herfelf.  Such 
crifes,  he  fuppofed,  happen  periodi¬ 
cally  :  and  that,  could  we  once  de¬ 
termine  the  intervals  between  them, 
we  might  be  able  to  foretel  them  as 
certainly  as  we  can  an  eclipfe.  And 
he  concluded,  that  the  dreadful  ter¬ 
rors  occafioned  by  fuch  a  cataftrophe, 
in  the  minds  of  thofe  who  furvived 
it,  deprived  them  of  all  their  pre¬ 
vious  acquirements,  and  gave  birth 
to  all  thofe  prejudices,  fuperftitjons, 
&c.  with  which  human  reafon  is 
disfigured.  The  abfurdity  of  thefe 
range  hypothefes,  our  Solitary 
points  out  in  a  fatisfacftory  and 
mafterly  manner.  —  At  Zurich,  a 
valuable  acceflion  to  the  publications 
in  natural  knowledge  has  appeared, 
in  M.  Hoepfner’s  u  Collections  for 
the  Natural  Hiftory  of  Switzerland, 
Vol.  I.”  This  volume  contains  a 
defcription  of  the  valley  of  Grin- 
defwald,  illuftrated  by  an  excellent 
map;  and  fragments  of  fome  ufe? 
ful  manuferipts,  relating  to  rural 
occonomies,  by  a  Swifs  clergyman, 
dcceafed.—- At  Geneva  has  been  an¬ 
nounced,  a  new  edition,  with  conft- 
derable  additions,  and  the  moft  cor? 
red!  map  of  Switzerland  that  has 
yet  appeared,  of  “  An  Hifforical, 
Political,  and  Geographical  Diction¬ 
ary  of  Switzerland,  &g.  in  three 
volumes. ”  This  work  contains  a 
defcription  of  every  thing  moft  re¬ 
markable  in  the  thirteen  cantons, 
and  the  ftates  of  their  allies  ;  their 
Bojjtica)  conflitution ;  an  abftract 


of  their  hiftory  ;  an  account  of 
their  natural  productions,  commerce, 
population,  internal  and  foreign 
connections,  & c.  & c.  With  this 

view  of  their  contents,  our  readers 
may  promife  themfelves  much  en¬ 
tertainment  and  information  from 
the  pern fal  of  thefe  volumes.- — At 
Zurich  has  been  publifhed  u  An 
Hiftory  of  the  Germans,  by  M. 
John  Charles  Ricfbeck,  Vol.  I.” 
This  volume,  which  begins  with 
the  earlieft  ages,  and  comes  down 
to  the  reign  of  Frederick  Barbarof? 
fa,  is  executed  in  a  judicious  and 
pleafing  manner ;  and  makes  us 
regret,  that,  the  author  was  pre-? 
vented  by  death  from  completing 
his  defign.  M.  Winkopp  propofes 
to  continue  the  work  on  M.  Riei- 
beck’s  plan. --At  Berne  has  been 
publifhed  66  A  Bibliotheca  of  the 
Hiftory  of  Switzerland,  arranged  in 
a  fyftematical  and  chronological 
Order,  by  Baron  Emanuel  de  Hal¬ 
ler.”  To  this  volume  is  prefixed  a 
fhort  life  of  the  author,  chiefly 
taken  from  the  Swifs  Mufeum,  by 
M.  Stapfer,  a  minifter  at  Berne  : 
who  leads ..  us  to  expert  that  the 
work  will  be  completed  in  a  fupple- 
mental  volume.  At  Laufanne,  Mr. 
Bordel  has  publifhed  u  An  Intro¬ 
duction  to  the  Reading  the  Odes  of 
Pindar,”  which  contains  feveralob- 
fervations  on  the  ftyle  and  order  of 
the  odes,  written  under  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  moft  enthufiaftic  admi¬ 
ration.  Mr.  Bordel  apoftrophizes 
the  ftiade  of  Pindar,  and  mo-? 
deftly  prays,  that  his  own  name, 
upheld  by  that  of  the  poet,  may 
efcape  the  ravage  of  time.  Among 
his  pr^tenlions  to  this  defti nation, 
we  have  obferved,  that  he  poftefTes 
all  the  wildjiefs  and  obfcprity  of  his 
mafter. 

In  Italy,  the  caufe  of  Divine  Re¬ 
velation  has  met  with  an  able  and 
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learned  advocate  in  father  Jacobo 
Belli,  who  has  publilhed,  at  Parma, 
44  Lectures  on  the  Scriptures,  Vol. 
I.  containing  a  Defence  of  the  Book 
of  Genefis  againit  the  Attacks  of 
modern  Freethinkers. ”  In  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  his  talk,  our  author  has 
fhewn  himfelf  to  be  poflefled  of 
much  critical  (kill,  and  a  truly  phi- 
lpfophic  fpirit.  We  congratulate 
his  countrymen  that  he  has  direfiled 
his  abilities  to  fuch  important  ftu- 
dies ;  and  that  he  propofes  to  con- 
fider  and  to  refute  all  the  errors  of 
the  age  refpefiling  revelation. —At 
Rome  have  been  publilhed,  44  A 
theological  and  moral  Work,  by 
Hieronymus  Rotimdus  ”  in  recom- 
ipendation  of  religious  falling  and 
abftinence  ;  and  a  44  DilFertation  on 
the  Antiquity  of  the  Precept  which 
prohibits  Labour  on  Feftivals,  by  P? 
Gafparo  Bertalazone  intended  to 
prove  that  holy  days  Ihouid  be  kept 
free  from  labour.  The  authors  of 
thefe  refpefitive  works  are  entitled 
to  the  praife  of  profound  learning 
and  ingenuity  :  but  we  do  not  think 
that  the  devoting  of  their  talents 
to  fuch  queflions,  in  this  age  of 
general  enquiry  and  improvement, 
bears  any  linking  teflimony  to  their 
enlargement  and  liberality  of  mind. 
—  A  fenfible  and  well-written  trear 
tife  in  theological  controverfy,  has 
been  publilhed  by  Fr.  Ant,  Valfec- 
chi,  Primarius  Profeflor  of  Theo¬ 
logy,  in  the  Univerfity  of  Padua, 
entitled,  44  The  Truth  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Church  demonffrated, 
examined,  and  defended.”  The 
pelebrity  of  the  learned  author  who 
has  exerted  ail  his  abilities  and  in¬ 
genuity  in  this  laborious  work,  will 
ilrongly  recommend  it  to  the  advo¬ 
cates  for  the  principles  of  the  Rq? 
man  Catholics.— Of  a  fimilar  na¬ 
ture  are  the  44  Reflections  on  a  Pam¬ 
phlet  printed  at  P^dua  in  1784, 


entitled,  A  true  Idea  of  the  Holy 
See,”  which  are  devoted  to  a  defence 
of  the  papal  authority.  The  ar¬ 
gument  chiefly  infilled  on  in  this 
treatife  is,  the  long  acquiefeence  of 
the  church ;  to  the  validity  of  which 
we  imagine  the  hardy  author  of 
that  pamphlet  will  not  Very  readily 
fubfcribe. — Father  Federigo  Vin¬ 
cenzo  di  Poggio’s  44  Sketch  of  the 
Ecciefiaftical  Hiftory  of  the  Biihop- 
rick  of  Lucca,”  begins  with  St.  Pan- 
linus,  the  firll  bifliop  of  that  fee, 
who  lived  in  the  firll  century,  and 
ends  with  Anfelmo,  nephew  of 
pope  Alexander  II.  Befide  the 
principal  and  proper  objefit  of  this 
work,  the  learned  author  has  em¬ 
ployed  himfelf  in  coliefiling  informa¬ 
tion  refpefiling  the  founding  of  fomc 
remarkable  churches,  the  manner  of 
epifcopal  vilitafion  in  former  times, 
and  the  ancient  Rate  of  the  diocefe. 
Thefe  circumltances  will  recom¬ 
mend  his  labours  to  the  antiquary, 
as  well  as  to  the  theological  fcholar* 
Among  the  Italian  Metaphyfici- 
ans,  the  abbe  Toll  has  eflahlifhed, 
his  claim  to  a  refpefilable  rank,  by 
his  44  EiTay  on  Reafon,”  publillied 
at  Venice.  The  charafiter  which 
the  Roman  iournalills  have  given 
of  this  work,  that  it  is  full  of  mat¬ 
ter,  truth,  elegance,  and  inflrufioon* 
will  be  fuificient  to  recommend  it 
to  the  curiofity  of  our  readers. 
From  the  fame  ingenious  author 
we  are  promifed  another  metaphy- 
fical  Eflay  on  Divine  Revelation. — 
Nor  has  S.  Benedifit  Pafqualoni, 
Undent  of  philofophy  and  mathe¬ 
matics,  in  his  44  Academical  Difler- 
tation  on  Man,”  given  an  unfa¬ 
vourable  fpecimen  of  what  may  be 
expedited  from  his  future  applica¬ 
tion.  He  dares  the  materialifls 
and  the  idealifts  to  the  combat, 
when  confidering  the  compofition 
and  ftruci ure  of  man;  and  attacks 
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the  fyftems  of  Filmer,  Hobbes,  and 
Rondeau,  when  explaining  his  re¬ 
lative  Atuation.  On  both  thefe  00 
cafions,  he  ufes  his  weapons  with 
wonderful  dexterity. 

On  the  fubjeCt  of  Government 
*  and  LegiAation,  our  attention  is 
drawn,  in  the  Aril  place,  to  44  The 
Elements  of  Political  Inftitutes,” 
by  P.  de  Franfefchini,  Profeffor  in 
the  Univerfity  of  Bologna,  A  ge¬ 
neral  idea  of  our  author’s  opinions, 
and,  confequently,  of  that  fvftern 
of  legiflation  which  he  recommends, 
may  be  gathered  from  the  following 
pofitions  which  he  lays  down  :  that 
the  confent  of  the  people  is  necef- 
fary  to  the  choice  of  a  fovereign, 
but  that,  when’  chofen,  the  rights 
of  the  fovereign  are  not  dependent 
on  the  will  of  the  people  ;  that 
monarchy  is  the  bell  form  of  go¬ 
vernment,  as  a  Angle  perfon  will  be- 
more  ftrongly  interefted  in  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  Hate  than  any  body  of 
men  can  be  ;  that  luxury  is  necef- 
fary  to  the  welfare  of  a  ftate  ;  and 
that  the  military  fyllem  of  Prufiia, 
with  a  few  corrections,  is  the  mcft 
ufeful  and  leafl  burdenfome  to  the 
Rate,  of  any  at  prefent  exilling. 
In  difcufTmg  thefe  topics,  our  au¬ 
thor  diipiays  conAderable  abilities 
and  ingenuity. — 44  The  Oeconomi- 
cal  and  Political  Teftament  of  a 
Lombard  Senator,  who  had  grown 
old  in  a  public  Capacity,”  publifii- 
td  at  Cremona,  is  a  work  which 
contains  many  maxims  that  deferve 
the  attention  of  writers  on  the  fci- 
ence  of  government. —The  fecond 
edition  of  a  a  Sketch  of  a  new  Ju¬ 
diciary  Code  relative  to  Civil  Caufes, 
by  Franeefco  -  Yigilio  Barbacovi, 
Counfellor  of  the  A11  lie  Council  of 
Trent,  in  two  Volumes,”  deferves 
to  be  announced  in  our  literary 
biflory,  Ance  it  has  been  introduced 
jnto  all  the  tribunals  of  tie  princi¬ 


pality  of  Trent.  And  it  will  ex¬ 
cite  the  attention  of  our  own  coun¬ 
trymen  to  this  important  work, 
when  we  record  the  opinion  of  this 
eminent  civilian  on  the  queftioil. 
Whether  the  cafe  not  exprefled  in  a 
ftatute  ought  to  be  decided  by  the 
common  law,  or  by  the  intention 
of  the  ftatute  to  which  it  is  analo¬ 
gous  :  in  which,  he  determines  in 
favour  of  the  latter. — -The  treatife 
by  count  P.  Nutricio  Grifogono, 
Counfellor  of  the  criminal  court  of 
Venice,  44  On  the  Conducting  Cri¬ 
minal  Precedes,”  contains  a  num¬ 
ber  of  excellent  obfervations  on  the 
abufes  and  defeCts  of  criminal  law ; 
remarks  on  the  credibility  of  wit- 
neffes ;  and  the  caution  with  which 
accufations  fliould  be  received,  and 
fentence  paAed.  —  In  the  elegant 
and  learned  publication  u  On  the 

i. 

Law  of  the  Romans  relative  to 
Dowers,”  by  Mary  Peregrine  Amo- 
retti,  doCtor  of  laws,  Milan,  we 
meet  with  a  fenAble  and  fpirited 
defence  of  the  rights  of  the  female 

O 

fex,  as  afeertained  in  the  decrees  of 
Juftinian  ;  which  is  an  honourable 
teftimony  to  the  abilities  of  the  fair 
writer,  and  a  proof,  that  the  men¬ 
tal  faculties  of  the  ladies  are  not  un¬ 
equal  to  laborious  difquiAtipns  on 
jurifprudence.— ■  Dr.  Tefta,  a  phvA- 
ci'an  of  Ferrara,  in  his  44  Thoughts 
on  Matrimony,”  has  undertaken  a 
philofophical  and  political  defence 
of  the  conjugal  Rati,  againft  the 
objections  of  Dr.  Cocchi,  a  Floren¬ 
tine  phyAcian,  who  was  fo  bold,  or 
fo  licentious,  as  to  decry  that  wife 
inftitution.— - The  treatife  ot  Gio. 
M.  Lampredi,  profefibr  of  Jurif¬ 
prudence  in  the  univerfity  of  Pifa, 
44  On  the  Trade  of  neutral  Nations, 
in  Time  of  War,”  is  a  well- written 
and  valuable  work.  The  ingenious 
author  very  ably  diftihguiAies  be¬ 
tween  the  primitive  rights  of  na, 

tions, 
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tions,  and  conventual  ones,  tacit 
or  expreffed  ;  the  confounding  of 
which  he  deems  to  be  the  fource  of 
all  the  difficulties  in  which  this  fub- 
jeCt  has  been  involved.  This  dif- 
tinCtion  he  applies  to  the  foiution 
of  every  qu  eft  ion  relative  to  the 
duties  of  neutral  princes  towards 
thofe  who  are  at  war,  and  of  thefe 
towards  the  former.  The  reafon- 
ings  of  this  learned  profeffor  are 
full,  jnervous,  and  perfpicuous ;  and 
they  are  founded  on  a  diligent  in- 
veftigation  of  the  beft  writers  on 
the  fubjeCt,  and  on  the  principles 
of  equity  and  good  policy.  In  this 
work  are  given  all  the  treaties  re¬ 
lative  to  maritime  affairs,  from  the 
fourteenth  century  to  the  ordi¬ 
nance  published  by  the  emprefs  of 
Rirffia,  on  the  31ft  of  December, 
1787,  on  account  of  her  war  with 
the  Porte. 

In  Pure  Mathematics,  “  The  E- 
lements  of  Phyfics,  bv  Staniflao 
Carnovai  and  Gaetano  del  Ricco,” 
piiblifhed  at  Florence,  contain  an 
account  of  all  the  notions  of  the 
ancients,  and  the  important  difco- 
veries  of  the  moderns,  drawn  up 
with  concifenefs  and  perlpicuity. 
This  volume  comprehends  mecha¬ 
nics,  hydraulics,  optics,  and  aftrono- 
mv.  In  a  future  work,  the  author 
propofes  to  give  the  general  elements 
of  phyfics.  — *  The  “  Six  Theore- 
tico -practical  Dialogues,”  publifhed 
at  V enice,  by  Lorenzo  Selva,  op¬ 
tician  to  the  Republic,  are  employed 
on  a  defcription  of  optical  inftru- 
ments,  of  different  kinds  ;  many  of 
which  have  been  invented  by  the 
author. —  The  “Algebraic  Differta- 
tions,  by  M.  PAbb.e  Nicolas  Col¬ 
lett!,  Profeffor  of  Philofophy,  at 
Turin,”  conffft  of  an  endeavour 
to  fhew  the  analogy  between  the 
calculation  of  finite  quantities, 
afid  of  differentials;  the  refult  of 
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an  attempt  at  the  quadrature  of  the 
circle ;  and  folutions  of  many  inge¬ 
nious  problems  on  the  arcs  of  conic 
ferihons. 

Among  the  contributions  to  the 
improve  Dent  of  Philofophy,  and 
Natural  Knowledge,  the  third  vo¬ 
lume  of  the  “  Memoirs  of  the  Aca¬ 
demy  of  Turin,”  is,  in  the  firil 
place,  entitled  to  our  notice.  This 
volume  contains  a  variety  of  pa¬ 
pers  under  the  heads  of  trigono¬ 
metry,  ftronomy,  mineralogy,  ge¬ 
neral  ch  miftry,  anatomy,  and  na- 
tural  hiftory,  which  are  valuable 
and  important.  The  principal  con¬ 
tributors  to  it  are,  the  chevalier 
Lorgna,  the  able  Calufo,  the.  che¬ 
valier  N.  de  Robilant,  M.  Monnet, 
the  marquis  de  Breze,  count  Mo- 
zozzo,  and  M.  Borgnone.  —■<  The 
Agrarian  Society  at  Milan,  have  al- 
fo,  this  year,  publifhed  their’ “Me¬ 
moirs,”  in  three  volumes.  The 
papers  of  which  thefe  Memoirs  con- 
fift,  are  chiefly  adapted  to  the  fpe- 
cies  of  agriculture  and  rural  (eco¬ 
nomy  which  are  practicable  in  the 
climate  of  Italy.  Many  of  them, 
however,  may  fupply  ufeful  hints 
to  the  phiiofophical  cultivators  of 
thofe  feienees  in  thefe  northern  re¬ 
gions.  —  Of  the  “  Diflertations  of 
the  abbe  Antonio  Pinazzo,  Member 
of  the  Royal  Academy  at  Mantua,” 
the  fir  ft  is  on  light  and  the  heat  of 
the  fun,  in  which  he  explains  the 
effedls  of  light  according  to  the  fyf- 
tem  of  Sennebier ; 1  and  thofe  of 
heat,  from  that  of  Dr.  Crawford. 
The  fecond  is  on  the  poffibiiity  and 
method  of  preferring  countries  from 
hail ;  which  is,  perhaps,  a  little  fan¬ 
ciful.  The  third  is  or:  the  good  ef¬ 
fect  of  ftorms.  What  aid  true  phi¬ 
lofophy  will  derive  from  the  labours 
of  our  author,  we  cannot  eafily  di¬ 
vide  from  the  work  before  us. — At 
Rome  have  been  pubjiflied  “  Ele¬ 
ments 
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ments  of  Min  era  logy,”  which  hand 
in  need  of  no  farther  recommenda¬ 
tion  than  is  conveyed  in  the  name 
of  their' author,  Gio.  Seraphino Vol¬ 
ta.,  D.  D.  &c.  -  The  fame  refpeCt- 
abie  name  is  prefixed  to  the  44  Prof- 
peClus  of  the  Beliifomian  Mufeum,” 
which  was  originally  *  collected  by 
cardinal  Gualtieri,  and  Since  confi- 
derably  enlarged  by  the  noble  fa¬ 
mily  of  Bellifomi,  In  this  descrip¬ 
tive  view,  the  learned  author  chiefly 
follows  Linnaeus,  though  in  Some 
instances  he  differs  from  him.  The 
names  of  the  parts  relating  to  ani¬ 
mals  and  vegetables,  are  in  Latin  ; 
thofe  relating  to  minerals,  in  Ita¬ 
lian. 

The  next  department  which  calls 
for  our  attention,  is  that  of  Hiflory 
and  Biography.  Among  the  pro¬ 
ductions  in  this  clafs,  the  abbe  Mo¬ 
lina’s  44  Effay  on  the  Civil  Hiflory 
of  Chili,”  published  at  Bologna,  con¬ 
tains  the  mofi  exaCt  and  beif  ac¬ 
count  of  that  part  of  the  weftern 
world  which  we  have  any  where 
met  with.  This  work  begins  with 
the  conqueft  of  Chili  by  the  Peru¬ 
vians,  about  the  middle  of  the  fif¬ 
teenth  century,  which  is  the  firfi 
period  in  which  we  have  received 
any  account  of  that  country.  The 
abbe  reprefents  the  Chilians  to  be 
a  warlike  and  politic  nation  ;  the 
mofi  cultivated  of  the  Americans  ; 
and  fo  jealous  of  their  liberty, 

'  that  they  have  never  been  held  in 
fubjeCtion,  for  a  long  period.  To 
the  account  which  he  has  given  of 
them,  he  has  added  an  idea  of  the 
Chilian  idiom.  This  volume  is  a 
proper  companion  to  the  Natural 
Hiflory  of  this  country,  for  which 
we  have  been  already  indebted  to 
the  fame  author.  -The  abbe  Afle- 
*  mannPs  u  Effay  on  the  Origin,  the 
Worfhip,  the  Literature,  and  the 
Manners  of  the  Arabians  before  the 


Period  of  Mahomet,”  published  at 
Padua,  is  a  learned  and  ingenious 
work,  abounding  in  information 
and  curious  difquifitions.  The 
Sources  to  which  the  abbe  has  had 
recourfe,  have  been  the  beft  and 
moil  genuine  ;  and  his  account  is 
drawn  up  in  a  manner  that  is  new 
and  interesting, — The  44  Sketch  of 
the  Civil,  Political,  and  Ecciefiafii- 
cal  Hiflory,  Choreography,  and  To¬ 
pography,  of  the  Republic  of  Ve¬ 
nice,  for  the  Ufe  of  Youth,  by  D» 
Chriflo  Teutoni,  in  ten  Volumes,” 
is  not  written  in  chronological  or¬ 
der,  but  in  the  order  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  Subjects  of  which  it  treats.  This 
work  is  compofed  in  a  neat  and 
pleating  flyle  j  and  feems  well  ad¬ 
apted  to  the  information  of  that 
clafs  of  readers  for  which  it  is  de¬ 
fig  ned. 

Mr.  Diodati’s  44  Life  of  the  Ablie 
Galiani,  Royal  Counfellor,”  pub- 
lilhed  at  Naples,  is  a  work  that  is 
fingularly  inftruCtive  and  entertain¬ 
ing.  For,  befide  the  valuable  cha¬ 
racter  of  his  Subject,  and  the  graces 
of  language  which  recommend  this 
volume,  our  celebrated  author  has 
prefented  us  with  learned  reflections 
on  the  literary  hiflory  of  his  sera  ; 
and  a  number  of  pleafing  anecdotes 
of  the  firfi  literati  of  Italy,  France, 
and  other  countries,  who  were  con¬ 
nected  with  the  abbe,  which  have 
the  merit  of  novelty,  as  well  as  au¬ 
thenticity. — -M.  Laftri’s  44  Life  of 

j 

Americas  Vefpucius,”  is  a  pri?;e 
difiertation  delivered  before  the  Aca¬ 
demy  at  Cortona.  This  Life  is 
drawn  up  in  a  philosophical  rather 
than  in  ah  'historical  flyle,  and  con¬ 
tains  a  chronological  account  of  the 
aClions  of  V efpucius ;  reflections  on 
the  advantages  and  difadvantages  of 
the  difcovery  of  America  ;  and  the 
probable  influence  which  litera¬ 
ture  may  have  on  that  country,  at 
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fdrne  future  sera.  The  arrange* 
ment  arid  language  of  our  author 
are  perfpicuous  and  pleating  ;  but 
his  work  difcoyers  little  critical  .fa- 
gacitv  or  political  knowledge.  ^  5 
With  Hiftory  and  Biography,  the 
Rudy  of  Antiquities  is  intimately 
united.  In  this  branch  of  feience 
a  work  of  great  importance  has  ap¬ 
peared,  entitled,  44  Nummi  JEgyp- 
tii  Imperatorii,  proftantes  in  Mu- 
feo  Borgiano  Velitris,”  by  M.  Gi¬ 
orgio  Zoega.  This  work  explains 
the  chronology  of  the  ^Egyptian, 
or  rather  the  Graeco-Alexandrine 
coins,  under  the  Roman  emperors, 
from  Auguftus  to  Dioclefian ; 
the  moil  interefting  of  which  are 
engraved  in  twenty -two  plates,  and 
llluftrated  by  profound  and  learned 
notes,  Thtfe  coins  will  afford  con- 
iiderable  affiftance  to  hiftory,  chro¬ 
nology,  geography,  and  mythology. 
The  publication  of  this  volume, 
therefore,  is  a  circumftance  peculi¬ 
arly  pleafing  to  the  lovers  of  litera¬ 
ture.— At  Turin  there  has,  likewife, 
appeared  a  work  of  lingular  mag¬ 
nificence  and  beauty,  as  well  as  of 
confiderable  importance  to  the  phi- 
iologift  and  antiquary.  This  work 
is  entitled,  44  Germanici  et  Mar- 
cells  JEra.  Sepulcralis,  Commenta- 
riis  iiluftrata,”  by  fig.  Giufeppe 
Vernazza.  Its  fubjebt  is  an  inter¬ 
efting  infcription  found  in  1779?  on 
the  left  of  the  Tanaro,  near  the 
city  of  Alba.  This  is  illuftrated  by 
our  author  with  great  learning  and 
knowledge,  and  in  very  elegant  lan¬ 
guage.  The  fame  erudition  and 
tafte  have  been  difcovered  by  S. 
Vernazza,  in  his  examination  of  the 
u  Roman  Monumental  Infcriptions 
of  the  City  and  Territory  of  Alba 
Pompeia.” — In  addition  to  the  pub¬ 
lications  already  mentioned  on  the 
fubjedt  of  Antiquities,  it  would  be 
improper  in  us  to  omit  noticing 
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that,  at  Padua,  M.  Alefti  has  pub¬ 
lished  a  valuable  and  interefting 
work,  entitled,  44  Hiftorical  and 
Critical  Enquiries  into  the  Antiqui¬ 
ties  of  Efte;’’  that,  at  Leghorn, 
M.  Gio.  Mariti  has  engaged/the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  learned,  by  his  44  Hif¬ 
torical  and  critical  Differtation  on 
the  ancient  City  of  Citium,  in  the 
Iffand  of  Cyprus,  and  its  Topogra¬ 
phy  and  that,  at  Parma,  ivL  E. 
Cb  Vifconti  lias  publifhed  fbnie 
very  curious  44  Remarks  on  two 
very  ancieiit  hiftorical  Mofaics.” 

Under  the  head  of  Claffical  and 
Polite  Literature,  the  firft  work,  in 
point  of  order,  which  we  have  to 
notice  is,  44  A  Hebrew  Grammar, 
by  Father  Raftello  Mori,  Profeffor  of 
Languages  at  the  Seminary  at  Flo¬ 
rence,”  publifhed  in  Italian.  We 
have  not  been  given  to  underftand, 
that  this  work  poflefles  any  very 
111  peri  or  advantages  over  others 
which  have  preceded  it ;  only,  that 
by  not  being  written  in  a  learned 
language,'  it  may  ferve  bo  facilitate 
a  more  general  acquaintance  with 
the  Hebrew. — At  Parma,  fig.  J.  C. 
Amaduzzi  has  publifhed  the  two 
chapters  of  the  44  Moral  Characters 
of  Theophraftus,”  which  had  not 
before  been  printed.  This  import¬ 
ant  work  is  taken  from  a  manu- 
feript  of  the  eleventh  century,  pre- 
ferved  in  the  Vatican,  and  is  illuf¬ 
trated  by  a  learned  preface,  a  La¬ 
tin  verfion,  and  notes.  The  text 
is  printed  with  the  utmoft  accuracy, 
and  the  tranffation  is  elegantly  a- 
dapted  to  it.  On  the  whole,  this 
volume  is  equally  valuable  for  its 
erudition  and  for  its  beauty. — At 
Turin,  Dr.  Giacinto  Ceruti  has 
publifhed  an  Italian  44  Tranffation 
of  the  Iliad  of  Homer,”  which  is 
faid  to  be  faithful,  elegant,  and 
free ;  and  the  verification  harmo¬ 
nious.  —  At  Turin,  likewife,  D, 
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Balth.  Frambaglia  has  publifhed 
*4  Taflo’s  Jerufalem,  in  Latin 
Verfe;”  of  which  the  Italian  jour¬ 
nal  ifts  fpeak  in.  very  high  terms, 
both  with  refpeCt  to  its  fidelity,  and 
the  harmony  of  its  verfe.  In  the 
year  1743,  D.  Zauni,  at  Cremona, 
publifhed  a  Latin  verfion  of  the 
fame  poem,  by  'which  he  acquired 
considerable  reputation.  But  the 
preference  feems  to  be  given,  by  the 
Italian  critics,  to  the  work  before 
11s.  u  The  Poems  of  Tommafo 
Serrano,  of  Valentia,”  publifhed 
at  Fuligno,  contain  many  happy 
and  elegant  imitations  of  Martial 
and  Catullus ;  in  which  the  author 
lias  introduced  fome  of  the  moft 
Striking  graces  of  thofe  poets,  while 
he  has  carefully  avoided  their  licen- 
tioufnefs. — At  Parma,  a  great  work 
Is  publifhing  44  On  the  Origin,  the 
Progrefs,  and  the  prefent  State  of 
Literature,”  by  the  abbe  Giovanni 
Andres.  'The  objeCt  of  our  author 
is,  to  trace  the  hiftorv  of  human 
knowledge  from  Adam  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  aera,  in  every  part  of  the  world. 
In  this  purfuit  he  has  already  pub¬ 
lished  three  volumes  ;  the  la  ft  of 
which  brings  his  defign  to  the  aeras 
of  eloquence,  hiftory,  and  grammar. 
This  work  is  a  very  important  and 
ufeful  one  ;  and  for  its  execution, 
as  well  as  defign,  the  author  de- 
ferves  much  commendation.-— The 
44  Hiftory  c  Turkifh  Literature, 
by  the  Abate  John  Baptift  Tode- 
rini,”  in  three  volumes,  will  be 
found  uncommonly  interefting  and 
entertaining,  from  the  novelty  of 
the  fubjeCt,  and  the  peculiar  advan¬ 
tages  which  the  author  enjoyed  for 
obtaining  information.  During  a 
refidence  of  five  years  at  Conftan- 
tinople,  in  the  family  of  the  Vene¬ 
tian  ambaftador,  he  fpared  no  pains 
or  expence  to  render  this  work  as 
perfect  as  pofiible,  He  confulted 
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the  beft  dragomans,  vifited  the  aca¬ 
demies,  frequented  the  libraries,  pe- 
rtifed  an  inconceiveable  number  of 
books  that  treat  on  oriental  litera¬ 
ture,  and  on  fome  fubtile  and  diffi¬ 
cult  points,  he  had  recourfe  to  the 
Mufti  himfelf  for  his  fetvat,  or  defi¬ 
nitive  fentence.  '  The  importance 
and  value  of  thefe  volumes,  are 
proportionate  to  the  author’s  dili¬ 
gence  and  application  ;  and  they 
will  meet  with  a  favourable  recep¬ 
tion  from  the  learned  world. 

The  laft  publications  which  de¬ 
mand  our  notice,  in  our  hiftory  of 
Italian  literature,  are  on  the  fub¬ 
jeCt  of  Architecture.  The  firfi  of 
thefe  is,  44  A  Diftertatipn  on  Egyp¬ 
tian  Architecture,”  printed  at  the 
Parma  prefs.  This  is  the  work  of 
a  warm  admirer  of  the  Egyptians, 
in  which  the  author  endeavours, 
with  much  erudition,  to  eftablifh 
their  claim  of  fuperiority  in  this 
fcience,  over  the  Grecians.  But 
he  has  fhewn  himfelf  to  be  bet¬ 
ter  acquainted  with  hiftory  than 
with  architecture  ;  and  his  reafon- 
ings,  though  frequently  plaufible, 
are  founded  on  hypothefis  and  fan¬ 
cy,  rather  than  on  accurate  informa¬ 
tion.— The  abbe  Angelo  ComolliV 
44  Hiftorical  and  Critical  Bibliogra¬ 
pher  of  civil  Architecture,  and  the 
Arts  fubfervient  to  it,”  publifhed  at 
Rome,  is  the  firfi  part  of  an  exten- 
ftve  work,  in  which  that  fenfible 
writer  propofes  giving  an  account 
of  all  the  books  that  have  been  pub- 
liflied  on  the  fubjeCt  of  Architecture, 
and  of  their  various  editions,  with 
extracts,  and  the  lives  of  their  au¬ 
thors.  To  the  profeffional  reader, 
this  work  will  be  chiefly  valuable, 
on  account  of  the  found  and  judici¬ 
ous  criticifms  which  it  difplays. 

France,  during  the  year  1788, 
has  not  prefent ed  us  with  any  pub¬ 
lications  in  Biblical  Griticifin.  But 
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flie  has  produced  her  champions  for 
Natural  and  Revealed  Religion.  In 
this  lift  is  the  anonymous  author  of 
a  work  in  two  volumes,  entitled, 
44  The  Wifdom  of  Providence  in 
the  Eftablifhment  of  Religion.” 
This  work  takes  in  the  whole  pro- 
grefs  of  revelation,  from  Adam  till 
its  confummation  in  the  Mefiiah  ; 
and  contains  an  able  and  philofo- 
phical  defence  of  the  Mofaic  and 
Chriftian  difpenfations,  againft  the 
objections  of  infidels  and  pl'fudo- 
fages.  The  author,  afterwards, 
proceeds  to  anfwer  thofe  who,  ad¬ 
mitting  the  neceflky  .  of  religion, 
deny  that  of  religious  worftftp ; 
and  another  party  who  would  found 
religion  folelv  on  the  light  of  rea- 
fon.  On  the  whole  we  cannot  but 
applaud  the  excellence  of  his  deftgn, 
and  the  abilities  with  which  he  has 
executed  it. — The  44  Eftay  on  the 
Union  of  Chriftianity  with  Phiio- 
tophy,  by  M.  1’Abbe  Baudifon, 
D«  D.  and  find  Vicar  of  St.  Mar¬ 
garet’s  in  Paris,”  brings  honour¬ 
able  proofs  in  favour  of  the  reafon- 
ablenefs  of  revelation,  from  the 
tefti monies  borne  to  it  by  alrnoft 
all  the  illuftrioiis  charafters  in  the 
philofophic  age  of  Lewis  XIVth. 
After  this,  he  enquires  into  the  fer- 
vice  rendered  by  Chriftianity  to 
philofophy,  and  particularly  fpecu- 
iative  philofophy  ;  and  confiders  its 
influence  on  learning,  the  fine  arts, 
and  practical  philofophy.  1  he 
learned  and  worthy  author  modeft- 
ly  ftates  this  work  to  be  only  a  ge¬ 
neral  map  of  an  extenftve  country, 
in  which  the  moft  conftderable  lit  na¬ 
tions  only  are  noticed.  And  adds, 
that  if  this  attempt  ihouhl  be  well 
received,  it  is  his  defign  to  fupply 
the  details  of  a  more  accurate  lur- 
vey.  From  the  pleafure  which  this 
Eftay  has  afforded  us,  we  fihall  be 
happy  in  announcing  the  continua¬ 
tion  of  our  author’s  labours.-— 


44  Mofes  confidered  as  a  Lawgiver 
and  a  Meralift,  by  M.  Paftoret,” 
is  a  work  which  fupports  the  divine 
legation  of  the  jewifii  lawgiver, 
in  a  very  able  and  fatisfaftory  man¬ 
ner.  After  giving  an  account  of 
the  birth,  education,  and  principal 
events  in  the  life  of  his  hero,  our 
author  treats  of  the  theocracy,  the 
civil  and  political  adminiftration 
under  Mofes,  its  changes  and  mo¬ 
difications  under  the  judges,  the 
kings,  and  the  facerdotal  ariftocracy, 
after  the  captivity  of  Babylon.  Pie 
treats  alfo  of  the  civil  and  religious 
laws  of  the  Jewifii  empire,  relative 
to  the  police,  religious  worihip 
and  ceremonies,  the  adminiftration 
of  juftice,  &c=  On  thefe  fubj eft's, 
M.  Paftoret  difcovers  very  extenflve 
erudition ;  and  has  at  tlie  fame  time 
delivered  his  difquifitions  in  a  ftyle 
and  manner  that  are  pleafing  and 
interefting. — The  44  Letters  from 
Theotinus  the  Philanthropift,  to 
the  Counted;  of  B.  concerning  feme 
Subjects  of  Literature  and  Morals,” 
breathe  a  liberal  and  manly  fpirit ; 
and  are  employed  in  eftabl fining  the 
agreement  of  religion,  patriotifm, 
and  philofophy.  The  ideas  which 
they  give  of  Chriftianity,  are  ra¬ 
tional  and  honourable ;  and  muft 
excite  ftrong  prepofleffions  in  favour 
of  the  author,  whoever  he  may  be. 

44  The  Plealiires  of  Religion,  or 
the  Efficacy  of  the  Gofpel  in  ren¬ 
dering  us  happy,  by  M.  1’Abbe 
Lamourette,”  is  a  powerful  recom¬ 
mendation  of  religion,  as  the  only 
road  to  happinefs  ;  which  feerns  to 
have  originated  in  the  worthy  au¬ 
thor’s  thorough  and  pleafing  con¬ 
viction  of  the  truth  which  he  incul¬ 
cates.  —  M.  de  Meifter’s  treatife 
44  On  Natural  Morality,”  abounds 
in  fenfible  and  acute  observations, 
delivered  in  a  lively  and  animated 
ftyle  ;  and  is  calculated  to  render 
rood  her  vice  to  theinterefts  of  virtue. 
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In  Ethics,  the  anonymous  author 
of  44  Thoughts  on  Genius  and  Man¬ 
ners,*  *  has  taken  La  Bruyere  for 
his  model  ;  and,  like  him,  he 
traces  characters,  and  gives  us  max¬ 
ims  and  detached  fentiments.  Some¬ 
times  he  difcovers  considerable  depth 
of  reflection ;  and,  fometimes,  he 
is  extremely  fuperficial.  The  prepon¬ 
derating  merits  of  the  work,  how¬ 
ever,  convince  us,  that  if  the  ingeni¬ 
ous  author  had  always  been  bold  e- 
nough  to  have  followed  the  dictates 
of  his  own  genius,  without  fervilely 
admitting  thofe  of  preceding  writ¬ 
ers,  it  would  have  poflefied  fewer 
faults. —  M.  Mathon  de  la  Cour’s 
Difcourfe  on  the  beft  Means  of 
creating  and  promoting  Patriotifm 
in  a  Monarchy,55  which  obtained 
the  prize  from  the  Academy  of  Cha¬ 
lons-fur -Marne,  2^th  Auguft,  1787, 
is  diftinguifhed  by  many  remarks 
that  are  ingenious  and  original. 
After  investigating  the  origin  of  pa¬ 
triotic  fentiments  in  the  human 
mind,  the  author  points  out  the  dif¬ 
ferent  efteCls  of  them  under  differ¬ 
ent  forms  of  government,  in  anci- 
ent  and  modern  times ;  the  circum- 
ftances  that  tend  to  diminilh  or  de- 
ftroy  their  energy  ;  and  fliews  how 
they  may  be  kept  up  and  revived. 
In  treating  thefe  different  parts  of 
his  fubjeCt,  he  dilcovers  a  confider¬ 
able  acquaintance  with  human  na¬ 
ture,  and  that  he  poffeffes  a  well- 
informed  and  philofophic  mind. — - 
M.  Eengiet’s  44  Observations  on 
Montefquieu,”  contain  a  philofo- 
phical  and  critical  review  of  that 
author’s  celebrated  treatife  on  the 
fpirit  of  laws,  in  which  M.  Leng- 
let  has  happily  elucidated  many 
things  in  that  great  work,  which, 
at  leaf!  to  the  common  clafs  of  read¬ 
ers,  muff  appear  confufed  or  obfcure. 
Thefe  obfervations  may  be  recom¬ 
mended  as  an  ufeful  introduction  to 
the  perufal  of  that  work.  —  The 


principal  objeCt  of  the  abbe  Genty, 
in  his  treatife  Concerning  44  The  Im* 
fluence  of  the  Difcoverv  of  Amerb 
ca  on  the  Happinefs  of  Mankind” 
is,  to  point  out  a  method  of  dimb 
nifhing  the  evils  occafioned  by  the 
difcovery  of  the  new  world,  and  of 
multiplying  the  advantages  which 
may  refult  from  it.  Although  the 
ffyle  of  this  work  is  frequently  too 
loofe  and  declamatory,  for  a  philo- 
fophical  performance,  it  contains-  a 
number  of  ftriking  obfervations, 
which  are  worthy  of  attention  ; 
and  it  breathes,  throughout,  a  libe¬ 
ral  fpirit. 

Under  the  head  of  Government 
and  Law,  feveral  publications  have 
appeared  in  France,  which  muff  not 
efcape  our  notice.  In  the  44  Quef- 
tions  to  be  examined  before  the 
Meeting  of  the  States  General,”  by 
the  Marquis  de  Cafaux,  that  inge¬ 
nious  writer  attempts  to  imprefs  his 
countrymen  with  thofe  ideas  con¬ 
cerning  liberty  and  political  regula¬ 
tions,  which  he  had  previously  en¬ 
deavoured  to  propagate  in  England, 
in  his  Obfervations  011  the  Media- 
nifm  of  Societies,  and  the  other  ex¬ 
planatory  pamphlets,  of  which  we 
have  given  an  account  in  different 
volumes  of  our  work.  And  the 
manner  in  which  he  illuftrates  thefe 
ideas,  is  Similar  with  that  which  he 
adopted  in  thofe  publications.  But 
we  are  apprehensive,  that  if  he  ap¬ 
peared  paradoxical  in  this  country,, 
where  {peculations  of  this  kind  are 
familiar  and  common,  he  will  be 
Bill  lefs  intelligible  in  France.  We 
would  by  no  means  with  to  detract 
from  the  excellences  of  his  work, 
which  contains  many  fundamental 
truths  of  the  higheft  importance  to 
fociety.  But  they  do  not  appear  in 
the  form  beft  calculated  to  infure 
their  acceptance  and  utility. — The 
count  de  Mirabeau’s  44  Advice  to  a 
young  Prince,  who  is  fenlible  of  the 
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Ncceffity  of  repeating  his  Educa¬ 
tion  ;  and  Letter  to  Frederick  Wil¬ 
liam  III.  King  of  Pruffia,  on  the 
Day  of  his  Acceffion  to  the  Throne,” 
contain  many  excellent  hints  on  le- 
giflation  and  political  (economy, 
which  are  adapted  not  only  to  the 
meridians  of  Paris  and  Berlin,  but 
which  may  be  iifeful  to  fovereigns 
and  ftatefmen  of  every  country. 
They  feern  to  have  been  dictated 
by  a  liberal  knowledge  of  the  world, 
an  abhorrence  of  oppreffton  in  every 
form,  a  love  of  truth  and  fociai 
order,  and  an  affectionate  regard 
for  the  happinefs  of  mankind. — 
The  author  of  a  treatife  u  On  the 
Whole,  or  the  great  Principles  of 
Adminiftration,”  influenced  by  the 
critical  fituation  of  France,  fteps 
forward  with  the  offer  of  his  af- 
iiftance  towards  reftoring  her  to  a 
flourifliing  condition.  This,  he 
thinks,  can  only  be  done  by  a  total 
change  of  principles  and  meafures. 
And  he  is  confident,  that  the  plan 
which  he  recommends,  would  not 
only  remedy  the  prefent  evils,  but 
effectually  prevent  their  return. 
This  plan  confifts  of  propofals  for 
iupprefling  immorality ;  for  the 
employment  of  the  foldiery  in  pub¬ 
lic  works,  with  a  fmall  increafe  of 
pay  ;  and  for  an  entire  new  fyftem 
of  taxation,  and  in  the  form  of  ad  - 
miniftration.  On  this  work  thefo  = 
reign  journalifts  bellow  great  enco¬ 
miums. — But  the  publications  on 
finance,  which  have  more  particu¬ 
larly  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
French  nation,  have  been  called 
forth  by  the  controverfy  between 
M.  Necker  and  M.  de  Calonne. '  A 
particular  detail  of  thefe,  however, 
were  it  compatible  with  the  nature 
of  our  work,  wbuld  afford  little 
entertainment  toffhe  generality  of 
our  readers.  And  they  have  al- 
peady  excited  fo  much  of  the  public 
attention  in  this  country,  that  any 
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farther  notice  of  them  is  unneceE 
fary.— The  u  Letter  to  the  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  in  Normandy, 
on  the  Memorial  publiflied  by  it 
relative  to  the  Commercial  Treaty 
udth  England,”  contains  a  number, 
of  important  principles,  and  valu¬ 
able  fails,  relating  to  commerce, 
and  to  the  politics  of  England, 
which  we  recommend  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  our  countrymen.  Among 
other  interfiling  articles,  the  au¬ 
thor’s  note  on  the  Theory  of  Ex* 
change,  is  of  particular  moment.— 
M.  Bernardi’s  “  Principles  of  Cri¬ 
minal  jurifprudence,  with  impar¬ 
tial  Remarks  on  the  Law,”  con¬ 
tain  a  variety  of  noble  and  juft 
ideas  on  this  important  fubje<ft,  ex- 
prefled  in  elevated  and  perfpicuous1 
language.  In  this  excellent  work, 
M.  Bernardi  purfues  the  following 
order :  he  firft  enquires  into  the 
laws  of  nature,  which,  he  obferves, 
are  the  foundation  of  ail  good 
laws ;  he  next  examines  the  French1 
fyftem  of  jurifprudence,  from  the 
earlieft  to  the  prefeiif  times;  and  then: 
proceeds  to  treat  on  the  nature  of 
crimes,  on  proofs,  and  the  nature 
and  weight  of  thole  which  are  called 
prefumptive,  and  on  criminal  pro- 
cedes.— The  treatife  “On  tfle  Abufe 
and  Danger  of  Arrefts,  by  M.  du 
ClofeLd’Annerv,”  is  principally 
valuable'- for  - the  author’s  fenfible 
and  humane  difcuftion  of  the  quef- 
tiori,  whether  it  be  of  advantage 
to  the  creditor  to  imprifon  his  debt¬ 
or  ?  On  this  queftion  he  determines 
in  the  negative,  on  principles  of 
the  foundeft  policy ;  which  we  ven¬ 
ture  to  recommend  to  the  confldera- 
tion  of'  the  Britifh  legiflature. — 
The  “  Hiftorv  of  the  Trade  of 
Ruflia,  by  J.  B.  Scherer,  formerly 
of  the  Imperial  College  of  Juftice 
at'  Teterlburg,”  is  a  publication  ■ 
which  will  fupply  the  merchant 
with  much  ufeful  information  re- 
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fpedting  the  laws,  cuftoms,  manners,  tifes  on  the  naval  art,  our  neigh* 
and  commodities  of  that  country;  hours  do  undoubtedly  excel  usD 
and  the  hiftorian  with  many  <3uri-  and  we  admire  the  liberality  and 
©pis.fa&s,  which  are  authenticated  fpirit  wi tlx  which  they  patronife  the 
by  original  papers.  moll  fplendid  and  expenfive  works 

Among  the  publications  which  on  that  fubjeft.  We  heartily  re- 
have  appeared  in  France  in  pure  commend  it  to  our  countrymen  to 
Mathematics,  that  which  ^  is  prim  profit  by  their  labours ;  and  in 
cipaily  deferring  of  attention,  is  a  this,  as  they  have  already  done  on. 
treatife,  entitled,  44  Analytical  Me-  other  branches  of  knowledge,  to 
chanics>  by  M.  dc  la  Grange.”  The  apply  their  ingenious  and  ufeful 
deuLrn  of  this  work  is  to  facilitate  hints  to  practice. 


the  folution  of  all  the  problems  re¬ 
lating  to  the  fcience  of  mechanics, 
cpnfidfred  in  all  its  extent.  It  is  di¬ 
vided  into  two  parts,  the  firli  re¬ 
lating  to  hat ics,  or  the  theory  of 
the  equilibrium  of  bodies  $  and  the 
other  to  dynamics,  or  the  theory  of 
their  motion.  The  principle  em* 
loved  by  him  in  folving  thefe  pro  - 
lems,  is  that  of  virtual  velocities, 
in  .which  he  finds  the  centre  of 
union,  which  connects  the  laws  of 
the  equilibrium  of  fluids,,  with  thole 
of  the  equilibrium  of  iolid  bodies ; 
and  which,  in  folving  the  problems 
of  dynamics,  he  combines  with  the 
well-known  principle  of  the  late 
M.  d’Alembert.  The  plan  and  the 
execution  of  this  work  are  entirely 
new  ;  and  are  worthy  of  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  their  celebrated  author. 

M.  Berthoud’s  treatile  “  Op  the 
Menfuration  of  Time,  recom¬ 
mends  many  improvements  in.  the 
conftru&ion  of  lea  time-pieces,'  and 
the  application  of  the  fame  princi¬ 
ples  to  pocket -watches,  and  agro¬ 
nomical  time-pieces,  the  import¬ 
ance  of  which  have  been  fuihciently 
verified  by  repeated  and  accurate 
experiments.— In  Naval  Tactics,  M. 
Homme’s  44  Art  of  Marine,  or  ge¬ 
neral  Principles  and  Directions,  for 
conikuetmg,  equipping,  man  ce  li¬ 
ve  ring,  and  conducting  Ye$els,’.’  is 
repreiented  to  be  a  complete  trea- 
trfe  on  every  tlyng  which  a  feaman 
©ught  to  know*  In  fcientific  trea* 


In  directing  our  attention  to  pro¬ 
ductions  in  Phijofophy,  the  fir  ft 
work  which  prefents  itfelf  is,  44  The 
Hiltory  and  Memoirs  of  the  Poyal 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  for 
the  Year  178c,”  published  during 
the  prefent  year.  The  hiflorb al 
part  of  this  volume  contains  the 
report  of  a  committee  appointed  by 
the  Academy  to  examine  a  plan 
prelected  by  M.  Poyet,  for  the  re*? 
movai  of  the  Hotel-Dieu  into  a 
more  convenient  and  healthy  fitua- 
tion ;  the  report  of  a  committee 
relative  to  the  plan  of  an  inland 
navigation,  in  the  province  of  Bre¬ 
tagne,  by  canals  leading  from  Breft, 
C Orient,  and  St.  Malo,  in  order  to 
open  a  communication  of  thefe  ports 
with  each  other,  and  with  the  inte¬ 
rior  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  and 
the  eulogies  of  the  marquis  de  Cour- 
tivron,  and  of  the  due  de  Praflin, 
written  by  ‘  the  elegant  pen  of  the 
prefident.  The  memoirs  which 
compofe  this  volume,  are  clafTed 
under  the  heads  of  general  phyfics, 
manufadlures,  chemillry,  anatomy, 
natural  hiftory,  aftronomy,  mathe¬ 
matics,  and  politics.  The  fubjehts 
of  fuch  of  thefe  papers  as  are  mofl 
interesting  and  valuable  are,  an 
ele&rical  and  magneticai  balance, 
which  may  be  ufed  in  meafuri ng 
very  fmall  forces  even  fuch  as  do 
not  exceed  the  ten  thousandth  part 
of  a  grain,  by  M.  Coulomb ;  ob* 
fuvatious  on.  the.  dephlogilbcated 
r  '  ’  .matine 


FOREIGN  L 

marine  acid,  on  aqua  regia,  and  on 
feme  affinities  of  the  marine  acid, 
on  the  decompofition  of  the  fpirit 
of  wine,  and  of  aether,  by  means 
of  vital  air,  by  M.  Bmthollet ;  on 
the  refpiration  of  fifh,  by  M.  Brouf- 
fonet  ■%  on  the  planets,  and  on  the 
comet  of  January,  1785,  by  M.  le 
Mannier,  and  M.  Meflier;  on  the 
anal  yds  of  determinate  equations, 
by  M.  le  Gendre  ;  on  the  ftrudture 
of  different  metallic  cryffals,  by 
the  abbe  Hoiiy  ;  and  a  continuation 
of  the  effay  for  afcertaining  the  po¬ 
pulation  of  France,  by  M.  du  Se- 
jour,  le  marquis  de  Condoret,  and 
M.  de  la  Place. —Among  the  able 
coadjutors  of  the  Royal  Academi¬ 
cians,  in  philofophical  fcience,  the 
firft  place  is  due  to  the  members 
of  the  academy  of  Dijon*  Their 
64  New  Memoirs,  relative  to  the 
Arts  and  Sciences,”  for  the  year 
1785,  contain  a  number  of  import¬ 
ant  papers  in  chemiftry,  natural 
hiftory,  aftronomy,  meteorology, 
electricity,  manufactures,  and  medi¬ 
cine,  in  which  many  honourable 
teffimonies  occur  to  the  utility  of 
that  excellent  inffitution.  The 
principal  contributors  to  this  vo¬ 
lume  are,  M.  Chauffier,  M.  Mor- 
veau,  M.  Carmoy,  M.  Maret,  M. 
de  la  Lande,  M.  Durande,  and  M. 
Picardet. — It  would  carry  us  great¬ 
ly  beyond  our  limits,  were  we  to 
pay  a  particular  attention  to  all  the 
works  in  natural  philofophy  which 
have  appeared  in  France  during 
the  year  1788.  We  muff,  there¬ 
fore,  content  ourfelves  with  barely 
reciting  the  titles  of  forne  of  the 
principal,  of  them.  Such  are,  M. 
le  compte  de  Buffon’s  44  Treatife  on 
the  Magnet,  and  its  Ufe,  being  the 
fifth  and  laid  Volume  of  his  Hiftory 
of  Minerals  j”  a  44  Sketch  of  the 
Miueralogy  of  the  French  Part  of 
the  Illand  of  St.  Domingo,  by  M.  de 
Gent  on  44  A  Diftertafion  on  the 
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Pontian  Iftes,  and  a  Defcription  of 
the  Products  of  Aetna,  to  ferve  as 
a  Hiftory  of  Volcanoes,  with  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Eruption  of  JEtna  in 
July,  1787,  by  M.  le  Commandeur 
Deodat  de  Dolomieu  ;  ”  44  Enquiries 
into  the  choaking  up  of  Sea- ports 
with  Sand,  and  the  Means  of  prevent-* 
ing  it,  &c.  containing  a  new  Theory 
of  Rivers,  and  the  Courfe  of  the 
Waters  of  Rivers  or  Lakes,  dicharg- 
ing  themfelves  into  the  Sea,  Scc„ 
by  M.  Meriadier,  Engineer  ;  ** 
44  On  the  noxious  Effects  ariftng 
from  the  Decompofition  of  pyrit- 
ous  Turf,  by  M.  le  Maiftre  p’  44  A 
Memoir  on  the  Proofs  adduced  of 
latent  Heat,  by  M.  le  Chevalier  de 
Soycourt 44  New  Difcoveries  re¬ 
lating  to  Light,  by  M.  Marat  p* 
and  44  New  Principles  of  Human 
Knowledge,  for  giving  young  Men 
Means  of  making  greater  Prog  refs 
In  the  higher  Sciences,  by  M.  Stre- 
mon.” 

In  Natural  Hiftory,  a  very  va¬ 
luable  work  has  been  publifhed* 
during  the  year  1788,  which  is  en¬ 
titled  to  diftindt  notice.  This  is* 
the  ftrft  volume  of  the  44  Natural 
Hiftory  of  oviparous  Quadrupeds* 
and  Serpents,  by  the  Count  de  la 
Cepede,  Keeper  of  the  Royal  Mu- 
feum,  &c.”  This  work  was  under¬ 
taken  by  the  author,  at  the  requeft: 
of  the  Count  de  BufFon,  who,  find¬ 
ing  the  great  work  on  Natural  Hif¬ 
tory  which  he  had  engaged  in,  too 
large  a  talk  for  an  individual,  com¬ 
mitted  this  claps  of  animals  to  the 
count  de  la  Cepede*  And  it  is  but 
juftice  to  fay,  that  he  has  executed 
the  work  afligned  him,  in  a  manner 
that  would  have  done  credit  to  the 
abilities  of  M.  de  Buffon  himfelf* 
The  volume  before  us  deferibes  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  fpecies  of  ani¬ 
mals,  of  which  twenty  have  either 
been  not  at  all,  o*  imperfectly  fpc- 
e-ified  by  preceding  authors*  T  be 
T z  count 
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count  has  been  particularly  attentive  and  impartiality  of  our  hiftorian,— 
to  liis  feleftion  of  fynonyms  ;  and  The  fame  ingenious  and  induflrious 
in  his  fpecific  defcriptions,  he  has  lady  has  alfo  continued  her  “  Col- 
entered  minutely  into  the  ceconomy  ledtion  of  the  Works  of  celebrated 
of  the  animal,  giving  an  account  French  Women,”  to  the  thirteenth 
of  its  manner  of  living,  its  food,  its  volume.  The  “  Introduction  to 
feafons  for  breeding,  the  number  of  the  Hiftory  of  France ;  anelementa- 
Its  offspring,  and  how  that  offspring  ry  Work,  for  the  Ufe  of  thofe  who 
Is  reared  j  and  the  ufes  which  are  willi  to  be  informed  of  the  Origin 
made  of  thefe  animals,  either  for  of  the  Francs,  & c,  printed  for  the 
ctietetical,-  medical,  or  oeconomical  Sieur  Merle,”  is  a  work  which  dif- 
purpofes.  On  the  whole,  this  work  plays  very  entenfive  reading,  and 
appears  to  be  the  refult  of  mature  critical  acumen  ;  and  tends  to  throw 
judgment,  and  a  clofe  and  diligent  confiderable  light  on  the  firffc  peri- 
obfervation  of  nature ;  and  it  is  ods  of  the  French  hiftorv.  One 
Written  ih  elegant  and  perfpicuous  opinion,  however,  the  author  en- 
language. — 1 The  u  Memoirs  of  A-  deavours  to  effablifb,  which  many 
griculture,  and  rural  and  domeilic  who  are  well  verfed  in  ancient  hif- 
Oecononrv,  publifhed  by  the  Royal  tory  will  pronounce  hypothetical  : 
Society  of  Agriculture  at  Paris,”  that  the  Francs  who  entered  Gaul, 
for  the  fumttier  of  17 86,  the  winter  were  not  a  people  of  Germany,  hut 
of  1787,  and  for  the  months  of  a  nation  compofed  of  colonies,  which 
April,  May,  and  June,  in  the  fame  Gaul  herfelf  had  before2  when  too 
rear,  contain  a  great  variety  of  populous,  fent  out ;  and  which, 
papers  on  agriculture,  manufactures,  having  preferved  'their  religion r 
meteorology,  and  rural  ceconomy,  manners,  and  cuftoms,  only  re- 
which  convey  much  curious  and  turned  to  their  ancient  country.— 
lifeful  information,  adapted  not  on-  M.  Poncel  de  la  Graves’s  u  Inter- 
ly  to  the  climate  and  genius  of  citing  Memoirs,  relative  to  the  Hif- 
France,  but  to  every  other  coun-  tory  of  France,  &c.”  will  alfo  flip- 
rrw --With  refpedf  to  fuch  books  as  ply  the  reader  with  much  valuable 
belong  to  Medicine,  Anatomy,  and  information,  as  well  as  entertaining 
Surgery,  which  have  been  fuffici-  anecdotes. — The  u  Chronological 
•cntiy  numerous,  we  fhall  once  more  Abilraft  of  the  Hifiory  of  France, 
ib'ler  our  readers  to  Dr.  Simmons’s  from  the  Reign  of  Clovis  to  that  of 
Journal.  Lewis  XIV.  by  Prefi.dent  Renault, 

In  enumerating  the  Hiftorical  continued  to  the  Peace  of  1763,  by 
productions  of  France,  we  have  to  A.  E.  N.  des  Odoards-F ant  in,’ 5  in 
announce,  in  the  firft  place,  the  two  volumes,  is  a  publication  of  the 
fourth  and  fifth  volumes  of  ma-  fame  fize  and  type  with  the  prefi- 
demoifelle  de  Keralio’s  ■“  Hilfory  of  dent’s  work:  and  is  executed  in  a 
Elizabeth,  Queen  of  England,  &c.”  judicious  and  pleafing  manner.  As 
which  complete  that  valuable  and  an  abifraff  it  may  be  too  full  :  but 
mterefling  work.  Our  opinion  of  that  is  a  circumftance  which,  the 
the  merits  of  this  performance  we  reader  will  find  no  reafon  to  regret, 
have  already  delivered,-  in  very  ex-  —  The  “  Memoirs  of  the  Duke  of 
plicit  terms  :  and  we  have  only  to  St.  Simon,  relative  to  the  Reign  of 
add,  that  the  volumes  before  us  Lewis  XIVth.  and  the  earlier  Pe- 
"have  not,  in  the  leaf!  degree,  dimi-  riods  of  the  fucceeding  Reign,”  con- 
iwihed  our  admiration  of  the  talents  tain  many  details  and  anecdotes. 

*  .  ‘  '  '  •  COO- 
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concerning  the  wars  and  minifters 
of  the  French  monarch,  the  in¬ 
trigues  or  his  cabinet,  his  favourites 
and  miftreftes  ;  the  ceremonial  of 
his  court,  the  incidents  of  his  pri¬ 
vate  life,  his  habits  and  manners, 
and  other  particulars  that  are  highly 
gratifying  to  curiofity.  They  are 
extracted  from  the  papers  of  a  no¬ 
bleman,  who  was  perfectly  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  what  palled  at  the  court  of 
Lewis,  and  whofe  character  was 
of  that  kind  that  muft  give  a  pecu¬ 
liar  degree  of  credit  to  his  narra¬ 
tive.  In  a  fuppkment,  the  noble 
author  draws  a  curious  picture  of 
the  court  of  France,  in  the  year 
171  i  ;  and  defcribes  the  tone  of 
manners  and  morals,  which  diftin- 
guifhed  the  mod  celebrated  ladies 
of  that  time. —  The  abhe  Barthele- 
c liv'd  u  Travels  of  voung  Anachar- 
lis  into  Greece,  in  the  Middle  of 
tht;  fourth  Century,  before  the  vul¬ 
gar  /Era,”  is  a  work  on  a  plan  en- 
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tirely  new.  In  which  the  defects  or 
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blemi  file's  are  abundantly  over-bal- 
lanced,  by  its  great  merits.  Ana- 
charfts,  a  Scythian,  is  fuppofed  to 
come  to  Greece  for  infix  11ft ion  in 
early  youth  ;  and  in  his  old  age, 
after  the  overthrow  of  the  Perfian 
empire  by  Alexander,  to  write  a 
hiftory  of  his  travels.  This  con¬ 
tains  an  account  of  the  Grecian 
manners,  government,  topography, 
and  antiquities  ;  and  a  view  of  the 
Grecian  hiftory  preceding,  and  in 
his  own  time ;  and  almoft  every 
circumftanee  neceftary  to  be  known 
concerning  that  celebrated  country 
and  its  inhabitants.  But  though 
this  work  is  prefented  to  us  under 
the  veil  of  an  agreeable  fiftion,  its  in¬ 
formation  is  genuine  and  authentic, 
and  is  conftantly  fupported  by  a  re¬ 
ference  to  the  beft  authorities.  On 
the  whole,  the  travels  of  Anachar- 
fts  difplay  the  moft  profound  learn¬ 
ing,  an  intimate  acquaintance  with 
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the  (objects  the  author  difcuftes,  and 
an  animation  of  language  and  fen- 
timent  unknown  to  hiftorians ;  and 
crown  the  declining  years  of  the 
author  with  the  moft  fplendid  ho¬ 
nours. — Count  Card’s  “  American 
Letters,”  are  intended  bv  the  an- 
thor  to  be  a  continuation  of  the 
memoirs  of  Don  Antonio  de  Ulloa? 
which  were  publiflied  at  Madrid  in 
1772.  This  work  difcovers  much, 
erudition  and  ingenuity  ;  and  will 
help  the  curious  enquirer  to  many 
important  faffs,  in  elucidation  of 
a  difficult  and  obfcure  fubjefh — The- 
u  Hiftoricai  and  Political  Enquiries 
concerning  the  United  States  of 
America,  by  a  Citizen  of  Virginia,’* 
are  publiflied  with  the  view  of  cor¬ 
recting  the  errors  into  which  moft 
of  the  European  writers  have  fallen,, 
and  to  produce  fuch  a  ftatement  01 
the  traufaftions  of  the  American 
provinces  from  their  ftrft  eftablifh- 
ment  to  the  prefent  time,  as  may 
ferve  as  a  bafts  for  future  hiftorians. 
to  build  on.  The  author  of  this 
work  difcovers  great  acutenefs* 
learning,  and  genius.  But  he  dif¬ 
covers,  at  the  fame  time,  fo  many 
Angularities  and  prejudices,  that  we 
cannot  recommend  him  as  a  judici¬ 
ous  or  faithful  guide  to  other  hifta- 
rians. 

In  Biographical  writing,  there 
has  been  publiflied  a  “  Hiftory  of 
the  Members  of  the  French  Acade¬ 
my,  who  died  between  the  Yearn 
t 700  and  1771,  in  five  Volumes,” 
by  the  late  M.  d’Alembert.  The. 
eminence  and  various. talents, of  this 
perfons  celebrated,  together  with 
the  wit,  good  tafte,  and  found  cri- 
ticifm  of  the  author,  concur  in  ren¬ 
dering  the  doges  which  compofe. 
thefe  volumes,  a  moft  acceptable 
treat  to  the  learned  reader.-— The 
“  Life  of  the  late  celebrated  Count 
Buffon,  Lord  of  Montbar,  &cft* 
contains  few  circumftaiices  relating 
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to  thedeceafed  naturalifi,  which  are 
not  generally  known.  The  author’s 
principal  objebt  is  to  give  an  ana- 
lyfis  of  forne  of  his  works. --The 
abbe  Noel’s  44  Eulogium  of  Lewis 
XII.  King  of  France,  furnamed 
the  Father  of  his  People,”  is  an 
elegant  and  animated  production, 
which  richly  merited  the  prize  of 
loquence  bellowed  on  it  by  the 
French  Academy. 

Among  the  publications  which  are 
to  be  referred  to  the  head  of  Clafii- 
eal  and  Polite  Literature,  we  find 
44  A  Treatife  on  the  Arrangement  of 
Words,  tranflated  from  the  Greek 
of  Dionyfius.  Halicarnaffenfis  ;  with 
Reflections  on  the  French  Language, 
compared  with  the  Greek,  and  the 
Tragedy  of  Polyeudles  of  Corneille, 
with  Remarks,  by  M.  l-’Abbe  Bat- 
teaux.”  This  work  is  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  author’s  Principles  of 
Literature,  which  have  received 
confiderable  approbation.  His 
tranilation  of  Dionyfius  is  faithful 
and  elegant ;  and  his  remarks  on 
Polyeuctes  will  not  be  unacceptable 
to  the  critical  reader,  notwithfland- 
ing  that  M.  Voltaire  has  made  the 
fame  tragedy  the  fubjedl  of  his  ob- 
fcrvations.  Prefixed  to  this  vo¬ 
lume  is  a  letter  written  by  the 
abbe  to  his  nephews,  a  little  before 
his  death,  giving  fome  account,  of 
his  life,  and  of  his  writings,— The 
French  tranilation  of  44  The  Works 
of  Lucian,  after  a  Copy  reviled  and 
collated  with  hx  Manufcripts  iii 
the  King’s  Library  ;  with  hi  fro - 
ideal  a  fid  critical  Remarks  on  the 
Text,”  is  a  work  of  confiderable 
merit.  The  ffyie  is  clear,  fimple, 
and  eafy.  The  text  is  rendered 
with  fidelity  ;  and  the  notes  will 
be  found  ufeful  in  elucidating  ob- 
fcufe  or  defective  palTages. — The 
f  Plan  of  the  ASneid  of  Virgil,  or 
-.Methodical  Exposition  of  the  Oe- 
eonomy  of  that  Poem,  by  M.  Vi- 
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caire,  late  ReCtor  of  the  Univerfity 
of  Paris”  is  a  work  which  was  the 
refult  of  thirty  years  application  to 
the  fludy  of  Virgil.  This  expofb 
tion  opens  with  the  obfervation, 
that  the  Aaneid  prefects  to  the  read¬ 
er  two  different  points  of  view  ; 
the  eftablifhmerlt  of  the  Trojan  em¬ 
pire  in  Italy,  and  the  right  of  Au- 
guflus  to  the  Roman.  Of  thefe  the 
former  is  the  objedt  of  the  poem,  the 
latter  of  the  poet.  The  laff  light  in 
which  our  author  views  the  dEneid, 
is  as  an  epic  poem.  In  difcuffing 
thefe  different  fubjects,  M.  Vicaire 
has  difplayed  great  learning  and 
critical  difcrimination  ;  and  has  il- 
luflrated  his  obfervations  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  learn,  d  and  valuable  notes. 
The  whole  of  this  Work  is  written 
with  uncommon  precifion,  and  gives 
a  very  interefling  view  of  that  cele¬ 
brated  poem.  -  M.  Daunon’s  44  EL 
fay  on  the  Influence  of  Boileau  on 
French  Literature,”  is  an  elegant 
and  judicious  performance.  Hi* 
objeCt  is  to  fliew,  that  M.  Boileau 
poffeffed  that  found  judgment,  pu¬ 
rity  of  language,  juftnefs  of  appre- 
henfion,  challity  of  ftyle,  of  ima¬ 
gination,  of  learning,  and  of  talle, 
which  are  neceffarv  qualities  in  a 
writer  who  would  reform  the  lite¬ 
rature  of  his  nation.  This  objebl 
he  has  fufficiently  accomplifhed  ; 
and,  consequently,  has  eftablifhed 
his  inference,  that  his  works  form 
an  epocha  in  the  hiffory  of  French 
literature. 

We  dial  I  now  conclude  bur  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Literature  of  France* 
with  mentioning;  the  titles  of  fuch 
poems  and  novels  as  are  reprefented 
to  rife  above  the  common  level  of 
fuch  kind  of  publications.  In  the 
lift  of  the  former  we  find  44  The 
Code  of  Nature,  a  Poem  of  Con-* 
fufius,  tranflated  by  P.  Parenhin, 
with  a  Commentary u  An  EpiL 
tie  to  Zulima,  on  the  Danger 

to 
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to  which  the  Loye  of  Splendour 
expofes  a  Lady  of  moderate-  For 
tune,  by  M.  Morel,  FrofeUbr  of 
Rhetoric  at  Aix  a  Leopold  of 
Brunfwick,  a  Poem,  by  M.  Mar- 
montel,  Hiftoriographer  of  France, 
and  perpetual  Secretary  to  the 
French  Academy  44  The  Or¬ 
chard,  a  Poem,  by  M.  Fontanes  ;” 

«  Erminia,  in  three  Cantos,  by  M. 
de  Lantier;”  44  Verfes  by  Count 
d* Aguilar  and  44  Short  Pieces, 
by  M.  A.  Gaude.”  —  Among  the 
Novels  of  the  year,  which  have  been 
fpoken  of  with  fuperior  praife  are, 
44  The  Lovers  of  old  Times,  by 
Madame  le  ComtefTe  de  Beauhar- 
nois,  in  three  Volumes  ;”  44  Ef- 
tella,  a  paftoral  Romance,  by  M.  de 
FlorianRs  44  Lalotte  and  Farifan, 
or  Adventures  of  two  Children, 
abandoned  on  a  defect  Ifiaiid,  by 
M.  Dueray  de  Mi  nil;”  and  the 
544  New  Arabian  Tales.” 

With  refpedl  to  the  Literature  of 
Spain,  our  Information  is  but  very 
imperfedt.  Our  readers,  neverthe- 
lets,  will  be  able  to  form  fome  idea 
of  the  progrefs  which  that  country 
is  making  in  improvement,  from 
attending  to  the  -  iubjedts  ot  the 
following  works,  which  appeared 
there  during  thy  year  1788. —  At 
Madrid  were  publifhed,  44  Impar¬ 
tial  Reflections  on  the  Humanity 
of  the  Spaniards  in  the  Indies,  in 
Anfwer  to  pretended  Philofophers 
and  Politicians,  and  by  Way  of  il- 
luftrating  the  Hiftories  ot  Raynal 
and  Robertfon,  tranflated  from  the 
Italian  of  the  abbe  Juan  Nuix,  by 
Don  Pedro  Varela  y  Ulloa,  with 
Notes.”  Thefe  advocates  of  their 
countrymen’s  humanity  aflert,  that 
all  that  has  been  faid  on  their  cruel¬ 
ty  and  tyranny  is  without  founda¬ 
tion  ;  that  were  it  true,  they  did 
much  lefs  than  was  juftifiabie  bycii- 
pumflances,  or  than  any  othei  peo- 
pie  would  have  done  in  Filiations 
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nearly  flmilar  ;  and  that,  after  all, 
the  vanquifhed  have  no  right  to  com¬ 
plain,  the  good  they  hav.  done  to 
them  having  amply  compenfated 
the  ill.  We  make  no  remarks  on 
thefe  aflertions,  but  leave  them  to 
their  proper  operation  on  the  minds: 
of  our  readers.  At  the  fame  place 
has-  been  publifhed  44  The  EcclefL 
aftical  Hiftory  of  Spain,  by  P.  £• * 
mantiel  pifco,  of  the  Order  of  St. 
Auguftin.”  This  volume  is  a  con¬ 
tinuation  of  a  work  which  has 
employed  that  ingenious  author  for 
a  confiderable  time  paft,  and  con¬ 
tains  memoirs  of  the  cnurch  of 
Leon,  with  an  appendix,  contain¬ 
ing  various  documents  relative  to 
the  particular  hiftory  of  that  city 
and  its  church,  and  the  general 
hiftory  of  the  kingdom.  —  Nearly 
connected  alfo  with  the  fame  fub- 
je<ft,  is  the  following  work,  which 
has  appeared  about  the  fame  time  : 
44  The  Criminal  Procefs  a^ainfi:  P. 

O 

Froylan  Diaz,  of  the  Order  of  Do- 
minicians,  Confeflbr  to  Charles  II. 
and  nominated  to  the  Bifhoprick  of 
Avila,  which  began  in  698,  and 
was  ended  in  1704;  with  an  hifto- 
rical  Account  of  the  State  of  that 
Monarchy,  and  its  Government.” 
— -Nor  have  the  Spaniards  been  in¬ 
attentive  to  Naval  and  Military  Tac¬ 
tics.  At  Madrid  have  been  publifh- 
ed,  a  work  44  On  Navigation,  by 
Don  Jof.  de  Mendoza,”  of  which 
it  is  faid  to  treat  fully  and  com¬ 
pletely  ;  44  A  Difcourfe  on  ancient 
and  modern  Naval  Architecture 
and  44  Military  Principles,  in  which 
are  explained  the  fubterranean  Ope¬ 
rations  of  War,  &c.  by  D.  P  ay- 
mond  Sanz,”  knight  of  the  order 
of  St.  James,  and  colonel  in  the 
regiment  of  artillery. —  In  Philofo- 
pi  y  arid  Natural  Hiftory,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  publications  are  worthy  of 
attention  :  44  The  Elements  of  Che- 
miftry?  by  MefT,  Morveau,  Maret, 
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and  Durande,  tranilated  by  D.  Mel¬ 
chior  de  '  Guardi  a  y  Ardev  , 
with  Notes,  from  the  Chemical 
Courfe  of  the  B  oval  I  laboratory  at 
Madrid  44  The  Phyfical  and 
Medical  Hiftory  of  the  Principality 
of  Afturia,  written  by  D.  Gafpard 
Cafat,  fir  ft  Phylician  to  the.  King, 
and  publifhed  by  D.  j  n.  Garcia  Se- 
villaiio,  Phyftcian  to  the  'loyal  Fa¬ 
mily;”  and  fix  numbers  of  u  Poli¬ 
tical  and  Oeconomical  Memoirs  on 
the  Productions,  Mines,  Commerce, 
and  Manufactures  of  Spain;”  which 
have  been  publifhed  periodically.  — 
The  character  of  the  Spaniards, 
likewife,  for  genius  and  ingenuity, 
has  been  vindicated  by  M.  Boftarte, 
in  his  44  Spanifh  Literary  Cabinet,” 
which  contains  a  kind  of  hiftory  of 
the  arts  in  Spain,  particularly  paint- 
jug.  The  author  begins  his  feries 
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of  Spanifh  painters,  with  Antonio 
Himon,  who  died  in  i^oo.  After 
him  comes  a  copious  lift  of  artifts 
of  merit,  both  painters  and  feu  ip- 
tors.  Among  the  former  he  diftiri- 
guifhes  Velafques  for  ftyle,  Ribalta 
for  defign,  Cano  for  grace,  and 
Fernandes  for  freedom  of  manner. 
Among  the  latter,  he  points  out  Gre¬ 
gorio  Fernandes,  Don  Pietro  Mena, 
Pietro  Roldan,  his  daughter  Luigi  a 
Pioldan,  and  Giufeppe  Mena.—- We 
are  alfo  informed,  that  the  fpirit  of 
improvement  has  extended  from 
Spain  to  her  diftant  colonies ;  and 
that  an  academy  of  the  fine  arts' 
has  been  lately  eftablifhed  at  Mexico, 
the  direClor  and  president  of  which 
is  M.  Solma,  who  is  well  known  to 
the  world  as,  an-  artift,  by  feveral 
elegant  works. 
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